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Abstract: This study aims to examine the relationship between football fandom and politics from a sociological
perspective. Football today has acquired cultural, economic and political dimensions beyond being merely a
sporting activity. The study aims to examine, based on empirical data, whether football fans’ political identities,
levels of political interest and voting behaviors are associated with their supporter identities. Accordingly, the
research design is grounded in a quantitative approach, employing a descriptive and correlational survey model.
The population of the study consists of individuals aged 18 and over residing in the central district of Nigde
province. During the fieldwork stage, data were collected through a questionnaire administered to 444
participants selected using a simple random sampling method. The collected data were analyzed using the
SPSS 25 software package, applying statistical techniques such as chi-square tests, t-tests and ANOVA. The
findings are presented in the form of frequency and percentage distributions. The results of the analysis indicate
that, in the case of Nigde province, football fandom exhibits significant relationships with demographic
variables such as gender, education and income level;, however, supporter identity is not associated with
political identity or political party preferences. Moreover, the vast majority of participants express negative
attitudes toward supporter groups assuming an active role in politics. In conclusion, this study contributes to
the sociology of sport and political sociology by providing empirical evidence on the relationship between
football fandom and political attitudes in Tiirkiye. The findings challenge widespread assumptions regarding
the politicization of football supporters and highlight the need to approach football fandom as a multifaceted
social identity rather than a direct determinant of political behavior. While football undoubtedly constitutes a
politically meaningful cultural space, its influence on individual political preferences appears to be more
limited and indirect than commonly assumed. Future research may benefit from comparative studies across
different regions, qualitative approaches focusing on supporter narratives and longitudinal designs that capture
potential changes over time in the football-politics nexus
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Oz: Bu calisma futbol taraftarhgr ile siyaset arasindaki iliskiyi sosyolojik bir perspektiften incelemeyi
amaglamaktadir. Futbol, giinimiizde yalnizca sportif bir etkinlik olmanin &tesinde kiiltiirel, ekonomik ve
siyasal boyutlar da kazanmistir. Caligma, futbol taraftarlarinin siyasal kimlikleri, siyasal ilgi diizeyleri ve oy
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verme davraniglarinin taraftarlik kimligiyle iligkili olup olmadigin1 ampirik verilere dayanarak analiz etmeyi
amaclamaktadir. Bu nedenle arastirmanin tasariminda nicel arastirma deseni ekseninde betimsel ve iligkisel
tarama modeli esas alinmistir. Aragtirmanin evrenini Nigde ili Merkez il¢esinde yasayan 18 yasini doldurmus
bireyler olusturmaktadir. Saha asamasinda basit tesadiifi drneklem yontemiyle belirlenen 444 katilimcidan
anket yoluyla veri toplanmistir. Elde edilen veriler SPSS-25 programi aracilifiyla Ki-kare, t-testi, ANOVA
gibi istatistiksel yontemler kullanilarak analiz edilmistir. Bulgular, frekans ve yiizde dagilimlar1 seklinde
gorsellestirilmistir. Analiz sonuglar1 Nigde ili 6zelinde futbol taraftarliginin cinsiyet, egitim ve gelir diizeyi
gibi demografik degiskenlerle anlamli iligkiler sergiledigini, ancak taraftarlik kimliginin siyasal kimlik ve
siyasi parti tercihleri ile iligkili olmadigin1 gostermektedir. Ayrica, katilimcilarin bilyiik ¢ogunlugu taraftar
gruplarinin siyasette aktif rol {istlenmesine olumsuz yaklagmaktadir. Sonug olarak bu ¢alisma, Tiirkiye’de
futbol taraftarligi ile siyasal tutumlar arasindaki iligkiye dair saha bulgulari sunarak spor sosyolojisi ve siyaset
sosyolojisi literatiiriine katki saglamaktadir. Bulgular, futbol taraftarlarinin siyasalligina ilisgkin yaygimn
varsayimlar1 dogrulamamakta ve futbol taraftarliginin dogrudan politik davraniglar1 belirleyen bir unsurdan
ziyade ¢ok boyutlu bir toplumsal kimlik olarak ele alinmasi gerektigini ortaya koymaktadir. Siiphesiz siyasal
anlamlar da igeren bir kiiltiirel alan olmakla birlikte futbolun bireysel politik tercihler lizerindeki etkisi
sanildigindan daha smirli ve dolayli goriinmektedir. Gelecekte yapilacak aragtirmalarin, farkli cografi
bolgeler/iller arasinda karsilastirmali analizler ve derinlemesine gdriismelere odaklanan nitel galismalar ile
zenginlestirilmesi 6nerilmektedir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Sosyoloji, Spor, Futbol, Siyaset, Taraftarlik
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Structured Abstract:

Football is one of the most popular sports worldwide and has evolved far beyond being a mere athletic
activity. In contemporary societies, football constitutes a significant cultural, economic and political
phenomenon, shaping collective identities, social interactions and public discourses. As a mass-mediated and
emotionally charged social field, football provides fertile ground for the articulation of ideological positions,
political mobilization and expressions of dissent or loyalty. In this respect, football fandom represents not only
sporting allegiance but also a form of social identity that may intersect with political attitudes and behaviors.

The relationship between football and politics has been widely discussed in international literature.
Numerous studies demonstrate that football has historically been used by political authorities as an ideological
instrument for nation-building, mass mobilization and regime legitimation, while at the same time functioning
as a platform for resistance, protest and counter-hegemonic practices. In many national contexts, organized
supporter groups have been associated with specific political ideologies, ranging from far-right nationalism to
left-wing and anti-fascist movements. However, despite the growing body of international research, empirical
studies that systematically examine the relationship between football fandom and political attitudes in Tiirkiye
remain limited, particularly those based on quantitative field data.

The aim of this study is to examine the relationship between football fandom and politics from a
sociological perspective and to present empirical findings through the case Tiirkiye. Rather than engaging in a
purely theoretical discussion, the study seeks to empirically examine whether football supporters’ political
identities, levels of political interest and voting behaviors are associated with their supporter identities.
Additionally, the study explores how socio-demographic variables such as gender, age, education level and
income relate to football fandom and political orientations.

Methodologically, the study is grounded in a quantitative research design employing a descriptive and
correlational survey model. The population of the study consists of individuals aged 18 and over residing in
the central district of Nigde province. Nigde was selected due to its socio-political characteristics, which closely
resemble national electoral tendencies in Tiirkiye, thereby providing a meaningful case for broader sociological
interpretation. Given constraints related to time, cost and accessibility, a simple random sampling method was
employed. Based on a 95% confidence level and a 5% margin of error, the minimum required sample size was
calculated as 384 participants. During the data collection process, questionnaires were administered both face-
to-face and online via social media platforms such as WhatsApp and Instagram. A total of 452 questionnaires
were collected, of which 444 were deemed valid and included in the analysis.

The survey instrument was developed based on an extensive review of the relevant literature and
included questions on demographic characteristics, football fandom (supported team, frequency of attending
matches, supporter group membership and social media engagement), political identity, political interest,
voting behavior and attitudes toward the political role of supporter groups. To measure participants’ attitudes
toward the political involvement of supporter groups, a single-item 7-point Likert-type scale was used, ranging
from “strongly disagree” to “strongly agree.” The collected data were analyzed using the SPSS 25 software
package. Statistical techniques included descriptive statistics, chi-square tests, independent samples t-tests,
one-way ANOVA, correlation analyses and frequency and percentage distributions.

The findings reveal several noteworthy patterns. First, football fandom in the Nigde sample shows
significant associations with certain socio-demographic variables. Gender, education level and income level
are found to be significantly related to football fandom, with men and individuals from lower and middle
income groups displaying higher levels of team support. In contrast, age differences do not produce a strong
differentiation in terms of supporter identity. Second, the majority of participants support one of the three major
football clubs in Tiirkiye -Galatasaray, Fenerbahge or Besiktag-while a notable minority report not supporting
any team at all.

More importantly, the results indicate that football supporter identity does not have a statistically
significant effect on participants’ political party preferences or voting behaviors. Contrary to popular
assumptions and social media narratives that portray football supporters as politically homogeneous groups
aligned with specific political ideologies, the empirical findings suggest that football fandom and partisan
political preferences are largely independent of one another in the examined context. Political identity and
voting behavior appear to be shaped more strongly by broader socio-political factors rather than by football-
related affiliations.
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Additionally, the study finds that the vast majority of participants express negative attitudes toward
the idea of supporter groups playing an active role in politics. While football stadiums and supporter cultures
may occasionally function as arenas for political expression and protest, respondents generally do not perceive
organized supporter groups as legitimate or desirable political actors. This finding points to a clear distinction
made by participants between sporting identity and formal political engagement.

In conclusion, this study contributes to the sociology of sport and political sociology by providing
empirical evidence on the relationship between football fandom and political attitudes in Tiirkiye. The findings
challenge widespread assumptions regarding the politicization of football supporters and highlight the need to
approach football fandom as a multifaceted social identity rather than a direct determinant of political behavior.
While football undoubtedly constitutes a politically meaningful cultural space, its influence on individual
political preferences appears to be more limited and indirect than commonly assumed. Future research may
benefit from comparative studies across different regions, qualitative approaches focusing on supporter
narratives and longitudinal designs that capture potential changes over time in the football-politics nexus.

Keywords: Sociology, Sport, Football, Politics, Football Fandom.
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Résumé Structuré:

Le football constitue I’un des sports les plus populaires a 1’échelle mondiale et a depuis longtemps
dépassé le simple statut d’activité sportive. Dans les sociétés contemporaines, il représente un phénomeéne
culturel, économique et politique majeur, contribuant & la construction des identités collectives, des interactions
sociales et des discours publics. En tant qu’espace social de masse fortement médiatisé et chargé d’une
dimension émotionnelle, le football offre un terrain privilégié pour 1’expression des positions idéologiques, la
mobilisation politique ainsi que les manifestations d’adhésion ou de contestation. A cet égard, le supportérisme
footballistique ne renvoie pas uniquement a une fidélité sportive, mais constitue également une forme d’identité
sociale susceptible d’interagir avec les attitudes et les comportements politiques.

Les relations entre le football et la politique ont fait 1’objet d’une littérature internationale abondante.
De nombreuses recherches montrent que le football a historiquement été mobilisé par les pouvoirs politiques
comme un instrument idéologique de construction nationale, de mobilisation des masses et de 1égitimation des
régimes, tout en servant simultanément d’espace de résistance, de protestation et de pratiques contre-
hégémoniques. Dans plusieurs contextes nationaux, les groupes organisés de supporters ont été associés a des
orientations idéologiques spécifiques, allant du nationalisme d’extréme droite aux mouvements de gauche et
antifascistes. Toutefois, malgré I’essor de cette littérature internationale, les études empiriques examinant de
maniére systématique les relations entre le supportérisme footballistique et les attitudes politiques en Tiirkiye
demeurent relativement limitées, en particulier celles reposant sur des données quantitatives recueillies sur le
terrain.

La présente étude vise a analyser, dans une perspective sociologique, les relations entre le
supportérisme footballistique et la politique, en prenant la Tiirkiye comme étude de cas empirique. Au-dela
d’une réflexion exclusivement théorique, elle cherche a déterminer empiriquement si les identités politiques
des supporters, leur degré d’intérét pour la politique et leurs comportements électoraux sont associés a leur
identit¢ de supporter. En outre, elle examine les relations existant entre certaines variables
sociodémographiques — notamment le sexe, 1’age, le niveau d’instruction et le niveau de revenu — et, d’une
part, le supportérisme footballistique, et, d’autre part, les orientations politiques.

Sur le plan méthodologique, la recherche s’inscrit dans une démarche quantitative fondée sur un
modele d’enquéte descriptif et corrélationnel. La population étudiée est constituée des individus dgés de 18 ans
et plus résidant dans le district central de la province de Nigde. Cette province a €té retenue en raison de ses
caractéristiques sociopolitiques, qui présentent une forte similitude avec les tendances électorales observées a
I’échelle nationale en Tiirkiye, ce qui en fait un cas particulierement pertinent pour une interprétation
sociologique plus large. Compte tenu des contraintes liées au temps, aux colts et a I’accessibilité des enquétés,
un échantillonnage aléatoire simple a été adopté. Sur la base d’un niveau de confiance de 95 % et d’une marge
d’erreur de 5 %, la taille minimale de I’échantillon a ét¢ fixée a 384 participants. Les données ont été recueillies
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au moyen de questionnaires administrés a la fois en présentiel et en ligne via des plateformes de médias sociaux
telles que WhatsApp et Instagram. Au total, 452 questionnaires ont été collectés, dont 444 ont été jugés valides
et intégrés aux analyses statistiques.

L’instrument d’enquéte a été élaboré a partir d’une revue approfondie de la littérature scientifique
pertinente. Il comprend des questions relatives aux caractéristiques démographiques, au supportérisme
footballistique (club soutenu, fréquence de participation aux matchs, appartenance a un groupe de supporters
et engagement sur les réseaux sociaux), a 1’identité politique, a I’intérét pour la politique, au comportement
¢lectoral ainsi qu’aux attitudes a I’égard du rdle politique des groupes de supporters. Les attitudes des
participants concernant 1’implication politique de ces groupes ont été évaluées au moyen d’une échelle de
Likert unidimensionnelle & sept modalités, allant de « tout a fait en désaccord » a « tout a fait d’accord ». Les
données recueillies ont été analysées a 1’aide du logiciel SPSS 25. Les analyses statistiques ont mobilisé des
statistiques descriptives, le test du y? (chi carré), le test 7 pour échantillons indépendants, 1’analyse de variance
aun facteur (ANOVA), des analyses de corrélation ainsi que des distributions de fréquences et de pourcentages.

Les résultats mettent en évidence plusieurs tendances significatives. Premiérement, le supportérisme
footballistique observé au sein de 1’échantillon de Nigde présente des associations statistiquement
significatives avec certaines variables sociodémographiques. Le sexe, le niveau d’instruction et le niveau de
revenu sont significativement liés au supportérisme, les hommes ainsi que les individus appartenant aux
catégories de revenus faibles et intermédiaires manifestant des niveaux plus élevés de soutien a une équipe. En
revanche, I’age ne constitue pas un facteur différenciant de maniére significative I’identité de supporter.
Deuxiémement, la majorité des participants déclarent soutenir 1’un des trois principaux clubs de football de
Tiirkiye — Galatasaray, Fenerbah¢e ou Besiktas — tandis qu’une proportion non négligeable affirme ne
soutenir aucune équipe.

Plus important encore, les résultats montrent que 1’identité de supporter ne produit aucun effet
statistiquement significatif sur les préférences partisanes ni sur les comportements électoraux des participants.
Contrairement aux représentations largement diffusées dans 1’opinion publique et sur les réseaux sociaux, qui
présentent fréquemment les supporters comme des groupes politiquement homogenes affiliés a des idéologies
déterminées, les données empiriques indiquent que le supportérisme footballistique et les préférences politiques
partisanes demeurent largement indépendants dans le contexte étudié. L’identité politique et le comportement
¢électoral apparaissent davantage déterminés par des facteurs sociopolitiques plus généraux que par les
affiliations liées au football.

Par ailleurs, 1’étude révéle qu’une trés large majorité des participants exprime une attitude défavorable
a I’idée que les groupes organisés de supporters jouent un role politique actif. Bien que les stades de football
et les cultures supportéristes puissent occasionnellement constituer des espaces d’expression politique et de
protestation, les répondants ne considérent généralement pas les groupes organisés de supporters comme des
acteurs politiques 1égitimes ou souhaitables. Ce résultat met en évidence une distinction nette, opérée par les
participants, entre ’identité sportive et I’engagement politique institutionnel.

En conclusion, cette étude apporte une contribution significative a la sociologie du sport ainsi qu’a la
sociologie politique en fournissant des données empiriques originales sur les relations entre le supportérisme
footballistique et les attitudes politiques en Tiirkiye. Les résultats remettent en question les hypothéses
largement répandues concernant la politisation des supporters de football et soulignent la nécessité de
considérer le supportérisme comme une identité sociale multidimensionnelle plutt que comme un déterminant
direct des comportements politiques. Si le football constitue incontestablement un espace culturel porteur
d’enjeux politiques, son influence sur les préférences politiques individuelles apparait plus limitée et plus
indirecte qu’il n’est généralement admis. Les recherches futures gagneraient a privilégier des études
comparatives entre différentes régions, des approches qualitatives centrées sur les récits des supporters ainsi
que des dispositifs longitudinaux permettant d’observer 1’évolution des relations entre football et politique au
fil du temps.

Mots-clés: Sociologie, sport, football, politique, supportérisme footballistique.
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Resumen Estructurado:

El futbol constituye uno de los deportes mas populares a escala mundial y ha trascendido ampliamente
su condicion de mera actividad deportiva. En las sociedades contemporaneas, el futbol representa un fenémeno
cultural, econdémico y politico de gran relevancia, contribuyendo a la configuracion de las identidades
colectivas, las interacciones sociales y los discursos publicos. Como espacio social de masas, altamente
mediatizado y cargado de componentes emocionales, el futbol proporciona un terreno propicio para la
articulacion de posiciones ideoldgicas, la movilizacion politica y la expresion tanto de la disidencia como de
la lealtad. En este sentido, la condicion de aficionado al futbol no constituye inicamente una forma de adhesion
deportiva, sino también una identidad social susceptible de entrelazarse con las actitudes y los comportamientos
politicos.

La relacion entre el futbol y la politica ha sido ampliamente abordada en la literatura académica
internacional. Numerosos estudios demuestran que el futbol ha sido utilizado historicamente por los poderes
politicos como un instrumento ideoldgico para la construccion nacional, la movilizaciéon de las masas y la
legitimacion de los regimenes, al tiempo que ha funcionado como un espacio de resistencia, protesta y practicas
contrahegemonicas. En diversos contextos nacionales, los grupos organizados de aficionados han sido
asociados con determinadas orientaciones ideologicas, que abarcan desde el nacionalismo de extrema derecha
hasta los movimientos de izquierda y antifascistas. No obstante, a pesar del crecimiento sostenido de la
produccion cientifica internacional, los estudios empiricos que analizan de manera sistematica la relacion entre
la aficion futbolistica y las actitudes politicas en Tiirkiye siguen siendo limitados, especialmente aquellos
fundamentados en datos cuantitativos obtenidos mediante trabajo de campo.

El objetivo de este estudio consiste en analizar la relacion entre la aficion al futbol y la politica desde
una perspectiva socioldgica, presentando evidencia empirica a través del caso de Tiirkiye. Mas alla de una
discusion exclusivamente tedrica, la investigacion pretende examinar empiricamente si las identidades politicas
de los aficionados, sus niveles de interés por la politica y sus comportamientos electorales se encuentran
asociados con sus identidades como seguidores de equipos de futbol. Asimismo, se analizan las relaciones
entre variables sociodemograficas, tales como el sexo, la edad, el nivel educativo y el nivel de ingresos, y tanto
la aficion futbolistica como las orientaciones politicas.

Desde el punto de vista metodoldgico, la investigacion se fundamenta en un disefio cuantitativo basado
en un modelo de encuesta descriptivo y correlacional. La poblacion de estudio esta constituida por personas de
18 afios 0 mas residentes en el distrito central de la provincia de Nigde. Esta provincia fue seleccionada debido
a que sus caracteristicas sociopoliticas presentan una notable similitud con las tendencias electorales nacionales
de Tirkiye, lo que la convierte en un caso particularmente pertinente para una interpretacion socioldgica de
mayor alcance. Considerando las limitaciones de tiempo, coste y accesibilidad, se empled un procedimiento de
muestreo aleatorio simple. Con un nivel de confianza del 95 % y un margen de error del 5 %, el tamafio minimo
de la muestra se calculd en 384 participantes. Durante el proceso de recopilacion de datos, los cuestionarios
fueron administrados tanto de manera presencial como en linea mediante plataformas de redes sociales, tales
como WhatsApp e Instagram. En total se recopilaron 452 cuestionarios, de los cuales 444 fueron considerados
validos e incluidos en los analisis estadisticos.

El instrumento de investigacion fue elaborado a partir de una revision exhaustiva de la literatura
especializada e incluyo preguntas relativas a las caracteristicas demograficas, la aficion futbolistica (equipo
apoyado, frecuencia de asistencia a los partidos, pertenencia a grupos organizados de aficionados y
participacion en redes sociales), la identidad politica, el interés por la politica, el comportamiento electoral y
las actitudes hacia el papel politico de los grupos de aficionados. Para medir las actitudes de los participantes
respecto a la implicacion politica de dichos grupos, se utilizé una escala tipo Likert unidimensional de siete
puntos, con respuestas comprendidas entre «totalmente en desacuerdo» y «totalmente de acuerdo». Los datos
obtenidos fueron analizados mediante el paquete estadistico SPSS 25. Entre las técnicas estadisticas empleadas
se incluyen estadisticas descriptivas, pruebas de chi-cuadrado, pruebas ¢ para muestras independientes, analisis
de varianza de un factor (ANOVA), anélisis de correlacion y distribuciones de frecuencias y porcentajes.

Los resultados revelan diversos patrones de especial relevancia. En primer lugar, la aficion al futbol
en la muestra de Nigde presenta asociaciones estadisticamente significativas con determinadas variables
sociodemograficas. El sexo, el nivel educativo y el nivel de ingresos muestran relaciones significativas con la
aficion futbolistica, observandose mayores niveles de apoyo a equipos entre los hombres y entre los individuos
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pertenecientes a los grupos de ingresos bajos y medios. En contraste, la edad no constituye un factor
diferenciador significativo en relacion con la identidad de aficionado. Asimismo, la mayoria de los
participantes declara apoyar a uno de los tres principales clubes de futbol de Tiirkiye —Galatasaray,
Fenerbahce o Besiktas—, mientras que una minoria considerable manifiesta no apoyar a ningun equipo.

Maés importante aun, los resultados indican que la identidad como aficionado al fatbol no ejerce un
efecto estadisticamente significativo sobre las preferencias partidistas ni sobre los comportamientos electorales
de los participantes. En contraposicion a las percepciones ampliamente difundidas y a los discursos
predominantes en las redes sociales, que suelen presentar a los aficionados al futbol como colectivos
politicamente homogéneos alineados con ideologias especificas, la evidencia empirica pone de manifiesto que
la aficion futbolistica y las preferencias politicas partidistas son, en gran medida, independientes entre si en el
contexto analizado. La identidad politica y el comportamiento electoral parecen estar determinados
principalmente por factores sociopoliticos de caracter mas amplio que por las afiliaciones vinculadas al fatbol.

Adicionalmente, el estudio evidencia que la gran mayoria de los participantes manifiesta actitudes
negativas respecto a la posibilidad de que los grupos organizados de aficionados desempefien un papel politico
activo. Aunque los estadios de futbol y las culturas de los aficionados pueden funcionar ocasionalmente como
espacios de expresion politica y protesta, los encuestados, en términos generales, no consideran que dichos
grupos constituyan actores politicos legitimos o deseables. Este hallazgo pone de relieve la existencia de una
clara diferenciacion entre la identidad deportiva y el compromiso politico formal.

En conclusion, este estudio contribuye al desarrollo de la sociologia del deporte y de la sociologia
politica al aportar evidencia empirica sobre la relacion entre la aficion al futbol y las actitudes politicas en
Tiirkiye. Los resultados cuestionan los supuestos ampliamente extendidos acerca de la politizacion de los
aficionados al futbol y subrayan la necesidad de comprender la identidad del aficionado como una identidad
social compleja y multidimensional, mas que como un determinante directo del comportamiento politico. Si
bien el futbol constituye indudablemente un espacio cultural dotado de significacion politica, su influencia
sobre las preferencias politicas individuales parece ser mas limitada e indirecta de lo que comunmente se
supone. En consecuencia, futuras investigaciones podrian beneficiarse de estudios comparativos entre
diferentes regiones, enfoques cualitativos centrados en las narrativas de los aficionados y disefos
longitudinales que permitan examinar la evolucion de la relacion entre fiitbol y politica a lo largo del tiempo.

Palabras clave: Sociologia, deporte, futbol, politica, aficion futbolistica.
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®yTtOo sBIISETCS OAHNUM M3 HanboJiee MOIyYJISIPHBIX BUIOB CIIOPTa B MUPE U JIAaBHO BBIIIEN 38 PAMKH
WCKIIIOUYNTEIBHO CIOPTHBHOW AeATeNbHOCTH. B coBpeMeHHBIX obmiectBax (yT00a IpeacTaBisieT coOoi
3HAYMMBIA KyJIBTYPHBII, SKOHOMUYECKUI 1 TIONMUTHYECKUI (heHOMEH, OKa3BIBAIOIINN CYyIIECTBEHHOE BIHSHUE
Ha (opMHpOBaHWE KOJUIEKTHBHBIX WICHTUYHOCTEH, COIMANBHBIX B3aUMOJCHCTBHI M OOIIECTBEHHOTO
JUCKYypca. By]ly‘-II/I MAaCCOBBIM, MCIWATU3UPOBAHHBIM W OMOIIMOHAJIBHO HACBIONICHHBIM COIUAJIBHBIM
MPOCTPAHCTBOM, (GyTOOJI co3faeT ONarompHATHYIO Cpely I apTUKYJISIUW HACOJOTHYECKUX IO3UIINH,
MMOJINTUYECKOM MO6I/IJ'II/133HI/H/I, a TakKX€ BBIPAXKCHUA JIOAJIBHOCTH MWW MPOTECTA. B »ToM koHTekcTe
MIPHUHAIJIC)KHOCT K (PyTOOIEHOMY COOOIIECTBY OOIETBITUKOB MPEACTABISIET COO0I HE TOJIBKO CIIOPTHUBHYIO
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MPUBEPKEHHOCTh, HO B ()OPMY COIUAITBHONH HACHTUYHOCTH, CIIOCOOHYIO IMEPEceKaThCs C MOTUTHYCCKIMHU
YCTaHOBKAMH U MOJCIISIMH TIOJTUTHIECKOTO TTOBEICHHS.

B3aumocBs3p Mexay GyTOOJIOM H MOJUTHKON IMIUPOKO OCBEMIASTCS B MEXKIYHAPOIHOW HAyJIHOM
muteparype. MHOTOYHCIEHHBIE HWCCIICAOBAaHMUS CBHUIETEABCTBYIOT O TOM, 9TO (yTOON HCTOpHYECKH
WCIIOJIB30BAJICS TIOUTHIECKAMH IIUTAMH KaK HICOIOTMUECKI MHCTPYMEHT HAIlHOHAJIHHOTO CTPOUTEIHCTBA,
MacCOBOW MOOWIIM3AINHY H JISTUTUMAIIAH TTOJIMTHYECKIX PEKUMOB, OJHOBPEMEHHO BBICTYIIas IPOCTPAHCTBOM
COTNPOTHUBIICHUS, TPOTECTa W KOHTPreTEMOHHMCTCKMX NPAaKTHK. Bo MHOTHX cTpaHax OpraHHM30BaHHbBIE
00BbeTUHCHUSL OOJICNBIIMKOB ACCOIMHUPYIOTCS C OMNPEICICHHBIMU TMOJUTHYCCKUMH HUJICOJIOTUSIMH — OT
YIBTPANpaBoOT0 HANMOHAIM3MA IO JICBBIX M aHTHU(AMKMCTCKUX JBWKEeHUH. OaHAaKo, HECMOTps Ha
3HAUUTENBHOE Pa3BUTUE MEXKIYHAPOJHOM UCCIEOBATEIbCKOMN JIUTEPATYPhl, IMIUPUUECKUE HCCIEIOBAHUS,
CUCTEMATHUYCCKH aHAIM3UPYIONIME B3aUMOCBSA3b MEXIy (QyTOONBHBIM OOJICHHEM U TOJUTHYCCKUMHU
ycraHoBkamu B Typluu, OCTarOTCS OTrPaHMYCHHBIMH, OCOOCHHO WCCIICJOBaHMs, OCHOBaHHBIC Ha
KOJIMYECTBEHHBIX JaHHBIX ITOJIEBBIX 00CIICIOBaHUH.

Llenp HACTOSIETO HCCICIOBAHHS 3aKIIOYaeTCs B aHAM3€ B3aUMOCBA3M MexIy (yTOOJIBHBIM
OONICHUEM U MOJUTHKOU C TIO3UIMI COLMOJIOTHH, a TAKKe B IPEACTABICHUY SMIIMPUYECKUX PE3yIIbTaTOB Ha
npuMepe Typruu. B oTinudne oT HCKITIOYHATENEHO TEOPETHIECKOTO PACCMOTPEHHS IIPOOIEMBI, HCCIIEI0BaHHE
HAIpaBJICHO HAa SMIIMPUYECKYIO MPOBEPKY TOIO, CBA3AHBI JIM MOJUTHYECKAs HICHTUYHOCTH OOJEIBIINKOB,
YPOBEHb MX HMHTEpECa K MOJHTHKE M 3JEKTOPAIbHOE MOBEACHHE C MX HICHTHYHOCTBIO KaK (YyTOOIBHBIX
OonenpiukoB. Kpome Toro, aHamusupyeTcs B3aHMMOCBS3b MEXIy COLHAIbHO-IEMOrpadUYecKuMU
XapaKTepUCTUKAMU — TIOJIOM, BO3PAacTOM, YPOBHEM OOpa30BaHUSI M YPOBHEM J0X0Aa — U (hyTOONBHBIM
6OHCHI/ICM, a TaK¥XKC MOJIUTUYCCKUMU OPpHUCHTAIUAMMU.

MeTo10JI0THYECKO OCHOBOM MCCIENOBAaHUS SABJIETCS KOJMYECTBEHHBIM MCCIIEN0BATENbCKUI
J3aiiH, OCHOBAaHHBIM Ha OMNHMCATENIBHOM M KOPPEISLHUOHHON MOJEIHU COLMOJIOTHYECKOro OIpoca.
I'eHEepanbHYI0 COBOKYITHOCTH COCTaBHIIM JKUTENH IICHTPaNbHOTO paitoHa mpoBmHmuu Hurme (Nigde) B
Bo3pacrte 18 et u crapure. [Iposuanms Hurne Obiia BEIOpaHa B CBS3H C TEM, UTO €€ COIHATbHO-TIOIUTHIECKUE
XapaKTEePUCTHKH BO MHOTOM COOTBETCTBYIOT OOIICHAIIIOHAIEHBIM JIEKTOPATBHBIM TSHACHIIUAM TypIH, 4TO
JIeNaeT JAHHBIA PETHOH pEMpPe3eHTATHBHBIM OOBEKTOM s Oojiee IIMPOKHX COIHOJOTHYCCKHUX
uHTepnperanuii. C y4eToM BpEMEHHBIX, (PMHAHCOBBIX M OPTaHU3AI[MOHHBIX OTPaHUYCHUH OBUT MPUMEHEH
METOJl MpOCTOM cirydaiHOW BeIOOpKH. Ilpm moBepurenbHOI BeposTHOCTH 95 % ¥ JOmycTHMOHM OmMOKe
BBIOOpKH 5 % MUHUMAaIbHBINH 00bEM BbIOOpKH cocTaBui 384 pecrnonaenta. COOp JaHHBIX OCYIIECTBISUIICS
MOCPE/ICTBOM aHKETHPOBAHUS KaK B OYHO (hopMe, Tak ¥ OHJIAlH C UCIIOJIb30BAaHUEM COLMAIIBHBIX MIATGOPM
WhatsApp u Instagram. Bcero 0but0 coOpaHo 452 aHKeTbI, U3 KOTOPBIX 444 ObLIM MPU3HAHBI BaTHIHBIMH U
BKJTIOYEHBI B IOCIIEAYIONIHH CTATUCTHYECKUI aHAIIN3.

WHcrpymeHTapuil uccieoBanus OblT pa3paboTaH Ha OCHOBE BCECTOPOHHETO aHaU3a MPOoQMIbLHOM
HaY4HOI InTepaTyphl U BKIFOYAJT BOIIPOCH!, KaCalOIINECs AeMOrpa(UIecKux XapakTepHCTHK, 0COOCHHOCTEH
(yTrOompHOTO OONIeHUS (TMOIICpP)KUBAaEeMBI KIIy0, 4acTOTa IIOCEUICHHs MaTdell, WICHCTBO B (PaHATCKUX
00BEANHEHNAX M aKTHBHOCTh B COLMAJIBHBIX CETSX), MOJUTHYECKONH MICHTHYHOCTH, HHTEpEca K MOJIHUTHKE,
3JIEKTOPAIBHOTO TOBEJCHUS, a TaK)KE€ OTHOLICHHUS K MOJMTHYECKOW POJIM OPraHM30BaHHBIX O00BEAMHEHMI
GostenbIMKOB. [l OIEHKM OTHOIIEHWSI PECHOH/AEHTOB K y4YacTHIO ()aHATCKHX TPYII B IOJIUTHYECKOH
JIeITeIIbHOCTH HCII0JIb30BAIach OHO(AKTOpHas ceMubauibHas 1Kana Jlalikepra ¢ Juama3oHOM OTBETOB OT
«TIOJIHOCTBIO HE COIVIaCeH» [0 «IOJIHOCThIO corjaceH». OOpaboTka MaHHBIX OCYIIECTBISIACH C
MCIONIb30BaHueM mporpamMmHoro nakera SPSS 25. B xozxe ananuza NpuUMEHSIIUCh METOJBI OMHUCATEIbHON
CTaTHCTHKH, KpuTepuit ¥*> (xu-kBaapar), t-kpurepuii CTbIOAEHTa [UIi HE3aBHCHUMBIX BBIOODOK,
onHOo(akTOpHBIN AucTiepcHOHHBIN aHamu3 (ANOVA), KoppensauoHHBIH aHaIi3, a TAKXKe pacueT YaCTOTHBIX
U IIPOLICHTHBIX paclpeeIeHui.

[TomyueHHBIE pe3yIbTaThl BRISIBHIIN P CYIIECTBEHHBIX 3aKOHOMEPHOCTEN. Bo-iepBrIX, pyTdOIBEHOE
OoyeHHe cpemu PECIOHICHTOB W3 HUrJe CTaTUCTHYSCKH 3HAYMMO CBS3aHO C PSAIOM  COIUANIBHO-
JeMorpaUUeCKUX XapaKTePUCTUK. 3HAYMMBIC B3aUMOCBSI3M OBLIH OOHAPYKEHBI MEXIy OOJEIBIIHUIIKON
WICHTUYHOCTBIO ¥ TOJIOM, YPOBHEM OOpa30BaHMs, a TAKXKE YPOBHEM N0x01a. MyY>XYUHBI U MPEICTABUTEIN
TPYIII ¢ HU3KUM ¥ CPEIHUM YPOBHEM JIOXOJIOB JEMOHCTPHUPYIOT 00Jiee BRICOKYIO CTEIICHb IPUBEPKCHHOCTH
(hyTOonmBpHEIM KiTyOam. BMmecTe ¢ TeM BO3pacT He OKa3bIBaeT CYIIECCTBEHHOTO BIMSHUS Ha (popMupoBaHHE
0OJETBIUIIKON WACHTUYHOCTH. BO-BTOPBIX, OONBIIMHCTBO YYACTHUKOB UCCIICIOBAHMUS MOICPKUBAIOT OJIHH
n3 Tpéx KpynHenmux ¢GyToonpHbIX KiyOoB Typunn — Galatasaray, Fenerbahce wim Besiktas, Torma xak
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3aMeTHass 4acTh PECHOHACHTOB COOOMMIAa 00 OTCYTCTBHH IPUBEPKCHHOCTH Kakou-mnubo ¢yTOomsHON
KOMaHJIe.

Hamnbonee 3Ha9NMBIM pe3yIbTaTOM HCCIEIOBAHUS SBISETCS OTCYTCTBHE CTATUCTHICCKH 3HAYMMOTO
BIHMSHUS HICHTUIHOCTH (HYTOONBHOTO OONENbIINKa HAa MAPTHHHBIE NPEANOYTCHHS M AIIEKTOPAEHOE
MOBEJICHHE YYaCTHUKOB. B oTimame oT pacmpocTpaHEHHBIX OOIIECTBCHHBIX IPEICTABICHUN W HappPaTHBOB,
AKTUBHO THPAKUPYEMBIX B COIIMATBHBIX CETAX, COTJIACHO KOTOPHIM (yTOOIBHBIE OOJENBIINKY IPEACTABIISIIOT
€000} MOJIUTHYECKH OJJHOPOJHBIE TPYIIIbI, OPUCHTUPOBAHHBIE Ha ONpeeIEHHbBIE HACOJIOTHH, IMITUPUUECKHE
JIaHHBIE CBHIIETEIILCTBYIOT O TOM, YTO B paccMaTpUBacMOM KOHTEKcTe (yTOoIbHOE OOJEeHHE W MapTUHHO-
MNOJUTUYECKHE MPEINOYTEeHUs] B 3HAUUTENBHOM CTENEeHU He3aBHUCHUMBI Jpyr oT npyra. Ilomutuueckas
WJICHTUYHOCTb ¥ 3JIEKTOPaJIbHOE IIOBEICHUE B OOJIBILICIH CTEIIEHH 00YCIIOBIICHBI 00JIee MIMPOKUMH COLUAIBHO-
MOJIUTHYECKUMHE (PaKTOPaMH, YeM NPUHAIJIEKHOCTHIO K (PyTOONEHOMY COOOIIECTBY OOJIENBIIUKOB.

KpoMe TOro, wcciesoBaHue I[OKa3alo, 4YTO MOJNABJISAIONICE OOJBIIUHCTBO PECHOHICHTOB
OTPHUIATENIFHO OTHOCHTCSA K HJe€ AKTHBHOTO YYACTHs OPTaHM30BaHHBIX OOBEAMHEHHUH OOJENBIINKOB B
MOJMTHIECKOH AearenbHocTH. HecMoTpst Ha TO 9TO (hyTOONMBHBIC CTaTUOHBI U (paHATCKas KYJIBTypa MOTYT B
OTJENBHBIX CIy4asX BBICTYNATh HMPOCTPAHCTBOM MOJUTHYCCKOTO BHIPAKECHUS M IPOTECTHOH aKTHBHOCTH,
YYaCTHHKH WCCJICIOBAaHUS B IIEJIOM HE PAaCCMaTPHUBAIOT OPTaHW30BaHHBIC OOBECIMHEHUS OOJETBIIUKOB KaK
JETUTAUMHBIX FUTH JKENaTeNBHBIX MONUTHYCCKUX aKTOPOB. J{aHHBIN pe3yinbTaT CBHUACTEIBCTBYET O YETKOM
pa3TpaHUYeHUN, TPOBOJIMMOM PECIIOHICHTAMH, MEXIY CIOPTUBHOW HICHTHIHOCTBIO W (popMaibHBIM
MOJIMTUYECKUM YYaCTHEM.

B 3akmroueHue cieayeT OTMETHTh, YTO HACTOAIIEe HCCIEIOBAaHHWE BHOCHT BKJIAJ B DPa3BUTHE
COLIMOJIOTHH CIIOPTa U TOJIMTHYECKOH COIMOJIOTHH, NPEAOCTABIAA SMINPHUUECKUE TaHHbIE O B3aUMOCBS3U
Mexay GyTOOIBHBIM OOJIEHHEM M ONMTHYECKUMHE yYcTaHoBKaMu B Typuuu. [TosrydeHHbIe pe3ysibTaThl CTaBSIT
MO/l COMHEHHUE IUPOKO PACIPOCTPAHEHHBIE MPEICTABICHUS O MONUTH3AMK (HYTOOJIBHBIX OOJENBIINKOB U
NOAYEPKUBAIOT HEOOXOJMUMOCTh pacCMaTpuUBaTh OOJNENBINUIKYI0 HACHTHIHOCTh KaK MHOTOMEPHYIO
COLMANBHYI0 HICHTHYHOCTb, a HE KaK HEMOCPEICTBCHHBIH AETEPMHHAHT MOJIUTHYECKOTO ITOBEICHUS.
Hecmotpst Ha TO uTO hyTOOI, HECOMHEHHO, NPEACTABIISIET COOOH KyJIBTYpHOE NMPOCTPAHCTBO, OOJIaaroIee
MOJUTHYIECKOH 3HAYUMOCTBIO, €T0 BIMSHUE HAa WHANBHULYaIbHBIC TOJUTHYECKHIE TIPEIMOYTEHHS OKa3bIBACTCS
3HAUUTEIbHO OOJee OrpaHWYEHHBIM W  ONOCPEAOBAHHBIM, HYEM 3TO OOBIYHO IPEIIIOJIaracTcs.
[lepcrieKTUBHBIMU HANpPaBJICHUAMH AAJTbHEHIINX HCCIIEIOBAHUN SIBIISIOTCS CPaBHUTEJIBHBIC HCCIIEIOBAHHS
Pa3NIUYHBIX PETHOHOB, KAa4eCTBEHHbIE MCCIIEOBAaHUS, OPHEHTHPOBAaHHBIE Ha aHAIM3 HappaTHBOB
60JeTBIMKOB, a TAaKXKe JIOHTUTIOTHBIE MCCIIEIOBAHUS, TIO3BOJISIONINE MPOCIEIUTh TUHAMUKY B3aUMOCBS3H
MeXIy (yTO0IOM M NOJUTHUKOMN BO BPEMEHH.

KiiroueBble ¢JI0Ba: COIMOJIOTHS, CIIOPT, (GyTOOI, OIUTHKA, PyTOOIBEHOE OOICHHE.
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Yapilandirilmis Ozet:

Diinyanin en popiiler spor dallarindan biri olan futbol yalnizca bir spor olmanin Stesine gegerek
glinimiiz toplumlarinda kolektif kimliklerin olusumunu, toplumsal etkilesimleri ve kamusal séylemleri
sekillendiren 6nemli bir kiiltiirel, ekonomik ve politik olgu haline gelmistir. Kitle iletisim araglar1 kanaliyla
genis kitleleri etkileyen ve yogun taraftarlik baglar1 olusturan bir sosyal alan olarak futbol ideolojik
pozisyonlarin ifade edildigi, muhalefet veya sadakat bigimlerinin ortaya konulabildigi elverisli bir zemin de
sunmaktadir. Bu baglamda futbol taraftarlif1 yalnizca sportif bir aidiyet bi¢imi olmanin 6tesinde, politik tutum
ve davranislarla 6zdeslesebilen bir toplumsal kimlik bigimi olarak da kabul edilebilmektedir.

Futbol ile siyaset arasindaki iligki uluslararasi literatiirde genis Ol¢iide tartisilmistir. Cok sayida
calisma futbolun tarihsel siiregte siyasal otoriteler tarafindan ulus insasi, kitlelerin mobilizasyonu ve rejim
mesruiyetinin saglanmasi amaciyla ideolojik bir arag olarak kullanildigini ortaya koymaktadir. Bununla birlikte
futbol direnis, protesto ve karsi-hegemonik pratiklerin sergilendigi bir alan olarak iglev gérmektedir. Pek ¢ok
iilkede orgiitlii taraftar gruplarmin asir1 sag milliyetcilikten sol ve antifagist hareketlere kadar uzanan gesitli
politik ideolojilerle iliskilendirildigi goriilmektedir. Ancak uluslararasi literatiirdeki bu birikime ragmen,
Tiirkiye baglaminda futbol taraftarligi ile siyasal tutumlar arasindaki iliskiyi sistematik bigimde inceleyen,
ozellikle nicel saha verilerine dayanan ampirik ¢aligmalarin odukga sinirli oldugu anlagilmaktadir.

Bu c¢alismanin amaci, futbol taraftarlig: ile siyaset arasindaki iliskiyi sosyolojik bir perspektiften
incelemek ve Tiirkiye 6rnegi iizerinden ampirik bulgular ortaya koymaktir. Calisma, yalnizca kuramsal bir
tartigma yiiriitmek yerine, futbol taraftarlarinin politik kimlikleri, politik ilgi diizeyleri ve oy verme
davranislarinin taraftarlik kimlikleriyle iligkili olup olmadigini analiz etmeyi hedeflemektedir. Calismada
ayrica cinsiyet, yas, egitim diizeyi ve gelir gibi sosyo-demografik degiskenlerin futbol taraftarligi ve siyasi
yonelimlerle iligkisi de incelenmektedir.

Arastirmada nicel arastirma deseni ¢ergevesinde betimsel ve iligkisel tarama modeli kullanilmastir.
Calismanin evrenini Nigde ili merkez ilgesinde yasayan 18 yas ve iizeri bireyler olusturmaktadir. Nigde ilinin
Tiirkiye’nin genel sosyo-politik egilimlerini yansitan bir toplumsal yapiya sahip olmasi bu arastirmanin temel
motivasyonlarindan birini olusturmustur. Arastirmada %95 giiven aralig1 ve %5 hata pay1 esas alinarak asgari
orneklem biiytikligii 384 olarak hesaplanmistir. Veri toplama siirecinde anketler hem yiiz yiize hem de
WhatsApp ve Instagram gibi sosyal medya platformlar araciligiyla uygulanmistir. Arastirma kapsaminda basit
tesadiifi 6rneklem yontemi kullanilarak toplam 452 anket toplanmis, bunlarin 444’1 gegerli kabul edilerek
analizlere dahil edilmistir.

Arastirmada kullanilan anket formu, ilgili literatlir incelemesine dayanarak gelistirilmistir. Anket
demografik ozellikler, futbol taraftarlig1 (desteklenen takim, maglara katilim sikligi, taraftar grubu iyeligi,
sosyal medya hesaplariin takibi), siyasal kimlik, siyasal ilgi, oy verme davranisi ve taraftar gruplarinin
siyasetteki roliine iligskin tutumlar1 kapsayan sorulardan olugmaktadir. Katilimcilarin taraftar gruplarmin
siyasetteki roliine iliskin tutumlarmi 6l¢gmek amacryla “kesinlikle katilmiyorum” ile “kesinlikle katilryorum”
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arasinda degisen 7°1i Likert tipi tek maddelik bir 6lgek kullanilmigtir. Elde edilen veriler SPSS-25 paket
programui ile analiz edilmistir. Analizlerde betimsel istatistikler, ki-kare testi, bagimsiz 6rneklem t-testi, tek
yonlii varyans analizi (ANOVA), korelasyon analizleri ile frekans ve yiizde dagilimlart kullanilmistir.

Arastirma bulgular dikkat ¢ekici sonuglar ortaya koymaktadir. Oncelikle, Nigde 6rnekleminde futbol
taraftarliginin bazi sosyo-demografik degiskenlerle anlamli iliskiler gosterdigi belirlenmistir. Cinsiyet, egitim
ve gelir diizeyi degiskenleri futbol taraftarligi ile anlamli bigimde iliskilidir. Erkeklerin ve orta gelir grubundaki
bireylerin takim tutma diizeylerinin daha yiiksek seviyede oldugu goriilmiistiir. Buna karsilik yas degiskeni,
taraftarlik kimligi agisindan belirgin bir farklilasma yaratmamaktadir. Ayrica katilimcilarin  biiyiik
¢ogunlugunun Tirkiye’nin ii¢ biiyiik futbol kuliibiinden birini (Galatasaray, Fenerbahce veya Besiktas)
destekledigi, ancak kayda deger bir kisminin da herhangi bir takimi desteklemedigi tespit edilmistir.

Bulgular futbol taraftarliginin katilimcilarin siyasi parti tercihleri ve oy verme davranislar iizerinde
istatistiksel olarak anlamli bir etkisinin bulunmadigini gostermektedir. Sosyal medyada yaygin olarak sikca
dile getirilen ve futbol taraftarlarmin belirli siyasal ideolojiler etrafinda homojen gruplar olusturdugu
yoniindeki varsayimlarin aksine, ampirik veriler futbol taraftarligi ile siyasal tercihler arasinda giiglii bir iligki
olmadigini ortaya koymaktadir. Bu baglamda siyasal kimlik ve oy verme davranislarmin futbol temelli
aidiyetlerden ziyade daha genis sosyo-politik faktorler tarafindan etkilendigi anlagilmaktadir.

Bununla birlikte, katilimcilarin biiyiik ¢ogunlugu taraftar gruplarmin siyasette aktif rol almasina
yonelik olumsuz bir tutum sergilemektedir. Her ne kadar futbol stadyumlar1 zaman zaman politik ifade ve
protesto alanlar1 olarak islev gorse de katilimcilar orgiitlii taraftar gruplarini mesru ya da arzu edilen siyasal
aktorler olarak degerlendirmemektedir. Bu agidan katilimcilarin taraftarlik kimligi ile politik katilim arasinda
belirgin bir ayrim yaptiklar1 goriilmektedir.

Sonug olarak bu galigma, Tiirkiye’de futbol taraftarligi ile siyasal tutumlar arasindaki iliskiye dair saha
bulgular1 sunarak spor sosyolojisi ve siyaset sosyolojisi literatiiriine katki saglamaktadir. Bulgular, futbol
taraftarlarinin siyasalligina iliskin yaygin varsayimlar1 dogrulamamakta ve futbol taraftarliginin dogrudan
politik davraniglar1 belirleyen bir unsurdan ziyade ¢ok boyutlu bir toplumsal kimlik olarak ele alinmasi
gerektigini ortaya koymaktadir. Siiphesiz siyasal anlamlar da i¢eren bir kiiltiirel alan olmakla birlikte futbolun
bireysel politik tercihler iizerindeki etkisi sanildigindan daha smirli ve dolayli gériinmektedir. Gelecekte
yapilacak arastirmalarmn, farkli cografi bolgeler/iller arasinda karsilagtirmali analizler ve derinlemesine
goriigmelere odaklanan nitel ¢aligmalar ile zenginlestirilmesi onerilmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Sosyoloji, Spor, Futbol, Siyaset, Futbol Taraftarlig
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A Sociological Study on the Relationship Between Football Fandom and Politics

Introduction

Football is one of the most popular sports branches that are followed by large masses on a
global scale today. In this sense, football is not only a cultural phenomenon that drags millions of
people after it, but also a huge industry that provides income to many people due to its economic
value. In addition to the transfer fees that have reached astronomical levels, very high amounts of
advertising and broadcasting revenues constitute the pillars of the football economy. International
organizations, national teams and club-level matches ensure that football is followed with constant
and intense interest, unlike other sports. The historical development process of football, which has
had deep effects on large masses in social, economic and sporting terms, is not known enough despite
all its popularity.

The origins of football as a sport can be traced back to various civilizations, with different
forms of proto-football games involving a ball appearing across cultures throughout history. In
China, the game known as CuJu is believed to date back to the Neolithic period. Similarly,
indigenous communities in North and Central America played ball games as part of fertility rituals.
In medieval Europe, French peasants played a frequently violent game known as Soule, while in
Renaissance Florence men played Calcio, in Scotland and England various forms of folk football
were widespread at the town and village level (Armstrong & Giulianotti, 1999). From this
perspective, although football appeared in diverse forms, its roots as a game can be traced back to
twelfth-century England (Curran, 2022). However, the establishment of the English Football
Association (FA) in 1863 represents a critical turning point in terms of the standardization of rules
and the institutionalization of modern football (Orejan, 2011).

The institutionalization of football in nineteenth-century England has given rise to a
significant historiographical debate among scholars. Researchers adopting the orthodox perspective
argue that mass football games disappeared within working-class communities during
industrialization and that football survived solely within public schools before being reintroduced to
wider society (Harvey, 2013; Collins, 2015). In contrast, historians supporting the revisionist
perspective reject this view, asserting that working-class football culture continued uninterrupted
during this period (Swain, 2020). Within this framework, the orthodox approach contends that
football was “civilized” through its institutionalization in public schools such as Eton and Rugby,
whereas revisionists emphasize the popular origins of the game and argue that its development was
primarily shaped by working-class practices (Collins, 2015).

Collins (2015) notes that in the mid-nineteenth century the term “football” did not
exclusively refer to what is now known as association football (soccer), but rather functioned as a
broad label encompassing a wide range of games, including rugby, folk football and various local
variants. Accordingly, the defining principle of modern football-prohibiting the use of hands-had not
yet been clearly established until the 1870s, and many games of the period were played using both
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hands and feet. According to Collins (2015), football’s transformation into a genuinely “modern”
sport was made possible not only by the standardization of rules but, more fundamentally, by broader
social transformations. In this context, the post-1870 increase in working-class leisure time and
income, the expansion of railways facilitating national competitions and the growth of the press in
disseminating football to wider audiences played decisive roles. Moreover, the introduction of the
FA Cup' in 1871 strengthened local identities and rivalries, thereby transforming football into a
significant source of emotional and social belonging for the masses (Collins, 2015).

Similarly, Swain (2020) argues that football’s structure emerged from processes of
industrialization, urbanization and population growth, which reshaped class systems and urban
hierarchies and ultimately led to the rise of professional football in the late 1870s. From this
perspective, football acquired its character as a “popular game embraced by the working classes” in
the post-1870 period. Although the working class did not directly participate in the initial formation
of football in the mid-nineteenth century, by the end of the century it had become the primary carrier
of the sport, both as players and as supporters (Collins, 2015). Approaching the issue from a different
angle, James and Day (2014) argue that neither orthodox nor revisionist perspectives fully explain
the development of football, suggesting instead that the vital energy and enthusiasm that fueled the
game’s emergence in the Victorian era were provided by individuals from diverse backgrounds and
identities rather than a single social class.

Throughout the twentieth century, football underwent a remarkable transformation,
gradually distancing itself from its local and popular roots and evolving into a globally
commercialized phenomenon. At the beginning of the century, football had become Britain’s most
widespread team sport, and as it moved away from its urban working-class origins, it spread rapidly
across Europe, South America and other regions of the world (Walvin, 2014). The second half of the
century witnessed major organizational changes, including the abolition of the maximum wage, the
growing influence of television broadcasting, expanding marketing opportunities and the increasing
importance of international tournaments (Day, 2000). During this period, football’s developmental
trajectory closely paralleled broader social transformations, increasingly assuming the character of a
commercialized and strategically significant global industry (Walvin, 2014). Today, it is estimated
that approximately 150 million registered players participate in football leagues worldwide, while
nearly two billion people play football recreationally (Orejan, 2011). Given the vast populations
influenced by football, its evolution beyond the boundaries of sport alone has become inevitable.
Consequently, the social, economic and political dimensions of contemporary football have become
central topics of academic inquiry.

From a sociological perspective, sport as a social phenomenon is conceptualized as a
relatively autonomous social field shaped by its own dynamics and historical processes. Within this
field, supporters construct their own narratives and behavioral patterns (Bourdieu, 1991). Football,
in particular, provides individuals with a space in which identities are publicly displayed and social
interactions are intensely experienced. While this space functions to reproduce and regulate
normative cultural values for dominant groups, it simultaneously offers alternative and diasporic
groups opportunities to challenge the existing social order and express difference (Millar, 2016).
Furthermore, football serves as a cultural arena in which broader political and ideological conflicts
are dramatized and encoded through the perspectives of football subcultures. In this respect, the
processes through which identities, political ideologies and activism are negotiated within supporter
communities are continuously reshaped and reinterpreted by football fans themselves (Spaaij &
Viias, 2017). As a cultural form that enables marginalized and excluded social groups to make their
voices heard, football also possesses the potential to foster solidarity against dominant discourses

I The FA Cup (Football Association Challenge Cup), organized by the Football Association (FA) since the 1871-1872
season, is widely regarded as the world’s oldest national football cup competition (The Football Association, 2016).
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that sustain the prevailing social order (Kennedy & Kennedy, 2013). In times of crisis, political
ideologies tend to penetrate sporting spaces, transforming football fandom into a platform where
socio-political activism intersects with new forms of collective action (Zaimakis, 2018). In this sense,
football has never been merely a sport; since its emergence, it has been intertwined with tribalism,
protest, military propaganda, political symbolism and constructions of masculinity (Power et al.,
2020).

The relationship between football and politics is a complex and multidimensional
phenomenon with global implications. Research indicates that football holds significant political
importance and occupies a leading position on the world stage (Scutti & Wendt, 2016; De Waele et
al., 2018; Zaimakis, 2018; Kassimeris, 2023). Historically, football has even been used by some
governments to disseminate fascist and communist ideologies within their territories. In this regard,
it is well documented that authoritarian leaders such as Hitler in Germany, Franco in Spain and
Mussolini in Italy utilized football during the 1930s and early 1940s as a means of promoting Nazism,
fascism and communism within their respective countries (Kassimeris, 2023). Beyond functioning
as an ideological apparatus employed by ruling powers to guide and control the masses, football can
also operate as a site of resistance where social opposition and aspirations for transformation are
organized. In this dual capacity, football simultaneously renders visible power relations and social
conflicts within society (Yenicirak, 2023). According to Seydiogullar1 (2021), football-emerging as
a product of capitalist modes of production following the Industrial Revolution-has today become an
instrument of the culture industry under hegemonic control, encompassing capital accumulation,
political and economic interest networks and illicit practices such as match-fixing.

Contemporary examples further illustrate the entanglement of football and politics. One
notable case is Greece’s “footballization of politics” during the austerity period, when citizens
disillusioned with the country’s political trajectory turned toward football-related political
formations as alternatives to discredited traditional politics (Zaimakis, 2018). Similarly, major global
sporting events have increasingly become politicized arenas. In particular, the FIFA? World Cup has
emerged in recent years as a space where international political tensions and social movements gain
visibility. During the 2022 Qatar World Cup, for instance, the German national team covered their
mouths in the official team photograph to protest FIFA’s ban on pro-LGBT armbands. When
considered alongside criticisms regarding Qatar’s hosting of the tournament, this incident highlights
the growing politicization of the World Cup (Kassimeris, 2023).

Today, sport-and football in particular-functions as a significant indicator not only of
traditional measures of national power such as military strength and economic development, but also
of international influence and prestige (Scutti & Wendt, 2016; De Waele et al., 2018). Football’s
geopolitical impact extends beyond conventional political boundaries; FIFA stands out as an
international organization possessing greater institutional power than many national governments
and a larger membership base than the United Nations. For example, the inclusion of entities such as
Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan-despite their lack of recognition as independent states by the UN-
within FIFA demonstrates football’s capacity to serve as a powerful instrument for the international
representation of national identities (Scutti & Wendt, 2016). Likewise, the participation of Wales,
Scotland and Northern Ireland in national and international tournaments with their own national
teams, despite being part of the United Kingdom, illustrates the ability of FIFA and other football
institutions to recognize cultural and sporting identities beyond formal political borders.

2 Founded in 1904, the Fédération Internationale de Football Association (FIFA) operates as the highest governing body of
football at the global level, with a membership comprising 211 national federations. FIFA regulates and supports the
development of football across all levels, ranging from amateur initiatives to elite international competitions. The
organization establishes the Laws of the Game and ensures their consistent implementation. In cooperation with its 211
member associations, FIFA aims to promote the sustainable development of football through mechanisms of innovation,
education, and institutional collaboration (FIFA, 2025).
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In the Turkish context, the relationship between football and politics emerges as a highly
visible and multidimensional phenomenon. Political protest chants directed at governing authorities,
the display of politically themed banners in stadiums and the presentation of posters reflecting
opinions on current international developments during matches involving major clubs such as
Galatasaray, Fenerbahge and Besiktas demonstrate football’s capacity to function as a political arena.
Additionally, the presence of politicians at football matches, their visits to locker rooms after games
to congratulate or console players and the circulation of such moments in national media and social
networks further enhance the public visibility of football-politics interactions. Club executives’ visits
to political authorities following sporting successes and their requests for political support regarding
financial issues and club debts constitute another dimension of this relationship.

Football supporters in Tiirkiye have also demonstrated the intersection of sport and politics
through various protest actions over time. Joint demonstrations by supporters of Besiktag-particularly
the Carst group-alongside Galatasaray and Fenerbahce fans during the 2013 Gezi Park protests
exemplify this intersection (Sky News, 2013). Following the resumption of football matches after a
temporary suspension due to the earthquakes centered in Kahramanmarag on February 6, 2023,
chants of “government resign” voiced by Fenerbah¢e and Besiktas supporters during postponed
matches became striking examples revealing the tense dimension of football-politics relations (BBC,
2023). Moreover, football supporters have made their positions on foreign policy and international
justice visible in the public sphere by participating in protests in support of Palestine (Anadolu
Agency, 2023). Taken together, these examples suggest that football fandom in Tiirkiye extends
beyond mere sporting rivalry and functions as a dynamic public arena in which political protest,
institutional opposition and social sensitivities are articulated.

On the other hand, certain posts circulating on social media platforms such as TikTok, X and
Instagram claim that supporters of specific football clubs possess homogeneous and easily
distinguishable political orientations. These narratives often categorically label some supporter
groups as pro-government and others as oppositional. However, such generalizations are grounded
more in perceptions and popular discourse than in scientifically verified data. Although numerous
studies in the national academic literature address the relationship between football and politics, there
appears to be a notable lack of quantitative research systematically examining the potential
relationship between football team support and individuals’ political behaviors, orientations, or
attitudes. Accordingly, rather than revisiting the football-politics relationship solely at a theoretical
level, the primary aim of this study is to determine-through field-based empirical data-whether the
political attitudes and orientations of football supporters in Tiirkiye are associated with their
supporter identities. Within this framework, the research questions are structured as follows:

- Does football fandom influence individuals’ political preferences?

- Is there a relationship between individuals’ political identities and their football supporter
identities?

- How are the political orientations and voting preferences of football supporters distributed?

- Which socio-demographic variables (e.g., gender, age, education level) are associated with
supporters’ political preferences?

- Does the level of political interest among football supporters vary according to the team they
support?

- Do football supporters believe that supporter groups are influential-or should be influential-
in the political arena?

The questionnaire developed in line with these research questions was used to seek answers
accordingly. In this respect, the study focuses on the interaction between football and the political
sphere, aiming to examine the nature of this interaction particularly through the political attitudes
and orientations of football supporters. Thus, the potential relationship between individuals’
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supporter identities and their political attitudes and orientations is evaluated from a scientific
perspective.

Literature Review

Research on the political orientations of football supporters indicates that right-wing
tendencies tend to dominate supporter communities in many countries. In this context, studies
conducted in Poland reveal that football supporters display ideological proximity to right-wing and
far-right political parties, while left-leaning ideologies are almost entirely absent from the stands
(Wozniak et al., 2020). Another study conducted in the same country by Kossakowski and Besta
(2018) similarly demonstrates that supporter groups in Poland express higher levels of sympathy
toward conservative, right-wing political parties and that supporter culture is closely aligned with
these ideological orientations. Likewise, in Serbia, supporters of major football clubs such as Red
Star Belgrade and Partizan predominantly position themselves around right-wing political ideologies
shaped by strong nationalism, while leftist platforms occupy only a marginal space within supporter
cultures (Djordjevic & Peki¢, 2018). This ideological orientation observed in Serbia was further
reinforced during the dissolution of former Yugoslavia, a period in which football played a prominent
role in the resurgence of Serbian nationalism. Indeed, during this time, football functioned as a
significant instrument in the construction of Serbian national identity and the intensification of
nationalist mobilization (Mills, 2009). In Italy, although football fandom displays ideological
diversity across the political spectrum, a noticeable rightward shift in stadium cultures has been
observed since the 1980s (Doidge, 2017). Within this context, for instance, supporters of FC St. Pauli
are widely recognized for their left-wing ideological orientation, whereas Lazio is known for a
supporter culture associated with right-wing ideological tendencies (Kassimeris, 2023).

In contrast to the dominance of right-wing ideologies observed in many football stadiums,
the Spanish case-particularly in regions with strong regional identities such as Catalonia, the Basque
Country and Galicia-presents a distinct ideological pattern. In these regions, organized supporter
groups not only promote local nationalisms but also mobilize around left-wing ideologies that oppose
neo-fascism, racism and the increasing commercialization of football (Spaaij & Vifas, 2017). In
Croatia, particularly in the capital city of Zagreb, football supporter groups have assumed an active
role in the political sphere, with some formations gaining prominence through political activities that
criticize authoritarian governance practices. One notable example is the White Angels Zagreb
(WAZ), a group organized around an antifascist and direct-democracy-oriented platform, which
frequently finds itself in conflict with other supporter groups and club management due to its
ideological positioning (Hodges & Stubbs, 2013). In Italy, Livorno stands out as one of the few clubs
that has maintained a strong communist/socialist identity. Livorno supporters express this historical
and ideological positioning through political protests, practices of social solidarity and match-day
choreographies, interpreting their collective identity as a form of resistance to globalization processes
(Doidge, 2017).

As these examples illustrate, although right-wing and nationalist tendencies often dominate
football stadiums, the political orientations of football supporters vary considerably depending on
the social, cultural and geographical contexts in which the clubs they support are embedded. In
Scotland, for example, the historically distinct political affiliations of Celtic and Rangers supporters
have shifted from traditional alignments rooted in British unionism toward positions supporting
Scottish independence. This transformation is interpreted as a reflection of broader socio-political
changes manifesting within supporter cultures (Whigham et al., 2021). In the United States, the
growing popularity of football has been associated with increased vote shares for the Democratic
Party, particularly in states that hosted the 1994 World Cup, indicating a meaningful connection
between football fandom and Democratic political tendencies (Rewilak, 2023). In the African
context, Ghana provides a notable example: the association of Accra Hearts of Oak with the National
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Democratic Congress and Kumasi Asante Kotoko with the New Patriotic Party demonstrates that
football fandom is closely intertwined with ethnic and regional political divisions (Fridy & Brobbey,
2009). In East Asia, studies conducted in Thailand reveal that football fandom and political support
for club owners engaged in politics mutually reinforce one another and that supporter loyalty can be
directly translated into political support (Sriyakul et al., 2018). Collectively, these findings clearly
demonstrate that football and football fandom are deeply embedded in the political sphere at a global
level and cannot be analyzed independently of broader socio-political dynamics.

In the Turkish context, both historical and contemporary evidence suggests a close
relationship between football, football supporters and the political agenda. Gokagti (2008) argues
that football in Tiirkiye constitutes not merely a sport but a social field deeply intertwined with
political power relations, frequently utilized by the state, political parties and local power holders as
a tool for mass mobilization and the production of legitimacy. Similarly, Say (2024) contends that
from the Ottoman period to the Republican era, football in Tiirkiye became an instrument of political
ideologies and power struggles, with ruling elites across different periods employing football as a
means of social mobilization and legitimation.

Football clubs, in turn, sought to secure various advantages through their relationships with
political actors of the time and adapted to different political regimes ranging from the Committee of
Union and Progress to the single-party period. In this regard, nationalist ideology-aligned with the
political orientation of the Committee of Union and Progress-also manifested itself within football
(Say, 2024). During the period in which the Committee held political power, Altinordu Football Club
emerged as a privileged institution managed by the organization’s military wing, benefiting from
significant advantages. A concrete illustration of these privileges can be seen during the First World
War, when club players were exempted from frontline military service and instead assigned to
symbolic duties in communication offices in Istanbul (Say, 2024). During the Single-Party Period,
football was brought under state control and ideological guidance, transforming it into an instrument
that emphasized social health and national unity rather than individual achievement. The
establishment of Giines Club by figures close to the Republican People’s Party-drawing inspiration
from the Sun Language Theory-constitutes a striking example of the integration of football with state
ideology during this era (Say, 2024).

From the 1950s onward, football in Tiirkiye underwent rapid massification and became an
integral part of everyday life. The political and economic transformations of the Democratic Party
era-including foreign capital inflows, rapid urbanization and the strengthening of the national press-
were reflected in football, accelerating its professionalization and commercialization. As football
reached wider audiences, political interventions increased and the establishment of second and third
divisions encouraged the formation of football clubs in every province. Members of parliament
actively worked to ensure that teams from their constituencies participated in professional leagues.
During the Democratic Party’s rule between 1950 and 1960, the fact that the presidencies of the three
major clubs were held by politicians further institutionalized the football-politics relationship
(Karatas, 2014). Following the military coup of September 12, 1980, football was instrumentalized
as a “safety valve” to contain the expression of social and political tensions, leading governing
authorities to attribute strategic importance to the sport. From the 1990s onward, the growing
involvement of mayors in football demonstrated that the interaction between politics and sport was
re-institutionalized under a new form of patronage (Zelyurt, 2014).

More recent developments further illustrate the interaction between football and politics in
Tiirkiye. The organized protests carried out by football supporters following the 2011 match-fixing
investigation gradually evolved into a broad-based social movement, underscoring the emergence of
football fandom as one of the most influential social identities in the country. Sociologically, this
process can be interpreted as an identity crisis triggered by state intervention, resulting in pronounced

Turkish Studies — Comparative Religious Studies, 21(01)



A Sociological Study on the Relationship Between Football Fandom and Politics 2645

polarization between state institutions and supporters of Fenerbahce Football Club (Zelyurt, 2014).
Following the Gezi Park protests of 2013, the relationship between football fandom and politics
became even more pronounced. During the protests that began in Istanbul’s Gezi Park and rapidly
spread across the country, supporter groups of various football clubs-most notably the Cars: group
of Besiktas-actively participated in anti-government mobilizations (Yenigirak, 2023). In this period,
supporter groups of Istanbul’s major clubs (Besiktas, Fenerbah¢e and Galatasaray) supported protests
against the government, while simultaneously facing sanctions such as government intervention and
bans on stadium entry (Irak, 2020).

Football, which is one of the most popular sports in Tiirkiye, plays an important function in
reaching politicians to voters; It is seen that politicians announcing their favorite teams to the public
or participating in matches can have positive effects on voter behavior. In this direction, politicians
try to establish an emotional bond with voters by taking advantage of the social impact of football;
It aims to increase voter support through strategies such as making the clubs they support visible,
identifying with local teams, or including successful athletes in the political arena (Tastan, 2020).
Ultimately, the relationship between football and politics in Tiirkiye can be characterized as a
bidirectional field of interaction, in which political actors instrumentalize sport while football clubs
simultaneously seek political support in pursuit of their own interests.

Method

This study is based on the descriptive and relational survey model designed within the scope
of quantitative research design. While the descriptive survey model aims to systematically reveal the
current status of the cases discussed (Karasar, 2005), the relational survey model allows the
relationships between variables to be examined statistically (Biiylikoztirk et al., 2022). The
questionnaire form used as a data collection tool in the research was created by scanning the relevant
sociological literature. In addition to demographic questions such as gender, age, income and
education level, the questionnaire includes questions that aim to determine the relationship between
football fandom and political tendency. In the study, a Likert-type single-item scale of 1-7 was also
used to measure the attitudes of the participants towards the statement “I think fan groups should be
influential in politics”. The scale statements were graded from “1 = Strongly Disagree to 7 = Strongly
Agree”. In this way, it was aimed to measure the attitudes of the participants towards the relevant
expression in more detail.

The population of the study consists of individuals over the age of 18 living in the Central
district of Nigde province. Since the research includes questions about political attitudes and
behaviors by design, it is thought that the participants should have the capacity to vote. In this sense,
the research universe consists of the electorate of Nigde Central district, which consists of 210,822
people in the light of current data (YSK, 2025). Since it is difficult to reach the entire universe in
terms of cost, time and accessibility, simple random sampling method was preferred in the research.
While determining the sample size, formulas that are widely used in social sciences and allow to
calculate the number of samples according to different universe sizes (Ozdamar, 2003) were taken
into consideration. In this context, as a result of the calculations made on the basis of 95% confidence
level and 5% sampling error it was determined that a sample size of approximately 384 people had
sufficient representative power for a universe of 210,822 people. As a matter of fact, in the sample
size chart developed by Yazicioglu and Erdogan (2004), it is stated that a sample of 384 people is
sufficient for universes over 100,000 with a margin of error of 0.05+ and a confidence level of 95%.
For this reason, the sample size that can represent the voters in the central district of Nigde was
determined as 384 people. Reducing the sampling error is possible by increasing the sample size, but
it is accepted that the increase in the sample after a certain level does not significantly change the
representative power (Yazicioglu & Erdogan, 2004). In addition, there are findings in the literature
that the political tendencies of the people of Nigde in the general elections are largely similar to the
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election results in Tiirkiye in terms of political culture and especially participation rates in the
elections (Tiirkdz & Cosgun, 2022; Turan & Temizel, 2015) constituted one of the main motivations
of this research.

In order to conduct the research, the necessary approval (2025/11-16) was obtained from the
Nigde Omer Halisdemir University Ethics Committee. The data collection process was carried out
in October and November 2025. The data was collected both through face-to-face surveys and
through the questionnaire form shared online via WhatsApp, Instagram and other social media
platforms. Data were collected from a total of 452 participants at a level that would provide the
sample adequacy determined within the scope of the research. As a result of the preliminary
examination, the forms that were determined to be incomplete or incorrectly filled were eliminated
and a total of 444 questionnaires were evaluated. Further analyses carried out in the study were
carried out on this data set. As a limitation encountered in the research process, it was determined
that the participants tended to avoid answering questions aimed at measuring their political attitudes
and tendencies, so the application of compulsory questions was not included in the online
questionnaire form. For this reason, some of the participants left some questions about political
attitudes (political party voted for, political identity, etc.) unanswered. This situation caused the total
number of participants to vary according to each question in the advanced analyzes performed. The
collected data were analyzed using SPSS 25 statistical program. In addition to the descriptive
statistics of the data, tables showing frequency and percentage distributions were used to visualize
the analysis results and relational analysis methods such as Chi-square, independent samples t-test,
one-way variance (ANOVA) and correlation analysis were applied to analyze the relationship
between the variables. Finally, the results of the analyzes carried out within the framework of the
research were interpreted within the framework of the theoretical context of the research and the
existing literature.

Findings

In this section, the findings obtained within the scope of the study and the statistical analyses
conducted based on these findings are presented.

Table 1: Demographic Characteristics

(n) (%)
Gender Male 232 523
Female 212 47.7
Total 444 100
Age Group 18-25 years 129 29.1
26-45 years 216 48.6
46 years and above 97 21.8
Total 442 100
Educational Level Primary Education 63 14.2
High School 73 16.4
Associate Degree 89 20.0
Bachelor’s Degree 173 39.0
Postgraduate 43 9.7
Total 441 100
Monthly Income Level 0-40,000 TL 127 28.6
40,000-80,000 TL 154 34.7
Above 80,000 TL 38 8.6
No declaration 125 28.2
Total 319 100

An examination of the gender distribution of the 444 participants included in the study (Table
1) indicates that 52.3% of the sample consists of men and 47.7% of women, suggesting a relatively
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balanced gender composition. Participants’ age groups were classified based on the age intervals
proposed by generational theory®, which has been widely employed in the social sciences in recent
years (Strauss & Howe, 2000). In terms of age distribution, nearly half of the participants (48.6%)
fall within the 26-45 age group, followed by those aged 18-25 (29.1%) and participants aged 46 and
above (21.8%). With regard to educational attainment, the distribution reveals a clear predominance
of bachelor’s degree holders (39.0%), followed by individuals with an associate degree (20.0%) and
high school graduates (16.4%). The proportions of participants with primary education (14.2%) and
postgraduate degrees (9.7%) are comparatively lower. An analysis of monthly income levels shows
that the largest proportion of participants (34.7%) belongs to the middle-income group, earning
between 40,000 and 80,000 TL per month. Participants earning below 40,000 TL account for 28.6%,
while those reporting an income of 80,000 TL and above constitute a relatively small share (8.6%).
Overall, the sample is largely concentrated in the low- and middle-income categories. Additionally,
a substantial proportion of participants (28.2%) chose not to disclose their income level. During the
data collection process, particular attention was paid to ensuring that demographic variables-such as
gender, age group, educational level and income-were represented in numbers sufficient for
statistical analysis and exhibited a reasonably balanced distribution.

Table 2: Findings on Football Fandom

(m) (%)
Supported Team Does not support a team 69 155
Galatasaray (GS) 168 37.8
Fenerbahce (FB) 106 239
Besiktas (BJK) 84 18.9
Other 17 3.8
Total 444 100
Mother’s Supported Team Besiktas (BJK) 44 99
Fenerbahce (FB) 62 14.0
Galatasaray (GS) 104 234
Does not support a team 224 50.5
Other 7 2.2
Total 441 100
Father’s Supported Team Besiktas (BJK) 63 142
Fenerbahce (FB) 98 22.1
Galatasaray (GS) 119 26.8
Does not support a team 146 32.9
Other 12 4.0
Total 438 100
Membership in Supporter Groups Yes 42 95
No 401 90.5
Total 444 100
Frequency of Attending Matches Never attend 287 64.6
Attend rarely 130 29.3

3 In their study Millennials Rising: The Next Great Generation (2000), Strauss and Howe define Generation X as individuals
born approximately between 1961 and 1980, and Generation Y (the Millennial Generation) as those born roughly between
1981 and 2000. Although Generation Z is not explicitly labeled in this work, it is implicitly conceptualized as the cohort
born after 2000, following Generation Y. Sociological research generally demonstrates that Generations X, Y, and Z differ
markedly from one another. Within this framework, Generation X is characterized as a cohort that prioritizes financial
stability, workplace relationships, and family orientation, and that maintains a more cautious relationship with technology
(Kolnhofer-Derecskei et al., 2017). Generation Y, shaped by the rise of digital technologies and social media, stands out as
the first generation of digital natives, exhibiting a high dependence on technology and placing strong emphasis on work—
life balance, flexibility, and meaning-oriented employment. Generation Z, by contrast, is understood as a generation born
into digital technologies, highly proficient in online platforms, quick to adopt new technologies, and inclined to prioritize
flexibility and a sense of purpose in both work and educational processes (Wandhe, 2024).
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Attend frequently / Season ticket holder 27 6.1

Total 444 100
Following Team Accounts on Social Media Yes 215 485
No 229 515
Total 444 100

The findings obtained from the research (Table 2) show that football fandom is closely
related to family structure. Respondents support Galatasaray at the highest rate (37.8%), followed by
Fenerbahge (23.9%) and Besiktas (18.9%). 15.5% of the participants stated that they did not support
any team. In the category of other teams (4%), there are participants who stated that they support
various Anatolian teams (Kayserispor, Konyaspor, Adanaspor, Samsunspor, Nigde Belediyespor,
etc.). The family effect, which is seen as important in terms of football supporters, differs especially
in the team preferences of mothers and fathers. More than half of the mothers stated that they did not
support a team (50.5%), while this rate was relatively lower for fathers (32.9%). The majority of
fathers (63.1%) support one of the three clubs (GS, FB, BJK). The rate of active membership in fan
groups (9.5%) is quite low. This indicates that partisanship is experienced at the individual level
rather than in an organized form. Similarly, the vast majority of respondents (64.6%) stated that they
had never been to matches. In this respect, the rate of those who regularly follow football matches in
the context of fandom is quite low (6.1%). However, nearly half (48.5%) of respondents follow the
social media accounts of the team they support. These findings show that football fandom is spread
to a wide base, but the level of active stadium participation and organized fandom remains low. In
this context, it can be stated that football fandom at the social level is mostly maintained through
daily life and digital channels.

As a result of the analysis carried out to determine whether the football fandom of the
participants differed according to the gender variable (Chi-square: 27.695, sd: 4, p: 0.000), it was
determined that there was a statistically significant relationship between gender and football team
support. In this context, the rate of those who do not support a team among women (24.1%) is
significantly higher. So much so that the rate of participants who do not support a team among women
is approximately three times higher than that of men (7.8%). While Galatasaray is the most supported
team among both men and women, Fenerbah¢e and Besiktas supporters are more common among
men than women. According to these findings, football fandom is a gender-related phenomenon and
men can be expressed at a higher level with football.

Table 3: Relationship Between Age Group and Football Fandom

Age Group Does not support a team GS FB BJK Other Total
18-25 years 16.3% 364% 24.0% 19.4% 3.9% 100%
26-45 years 13.9% 384% 24.5% 18.1% 5.1%  100%
46 years and above 16.5% 39.2% 22.7% 20.6% 1.0% 100%
Total 15.2% 38.0% 24.0% 19.0% 3.8% 100%

Table 3 shows the distribution rates (%) of the teams supported by the participants by age
groups. When the proportions of the teams supported by the participants in terms of age groups are
examined, a similar distribution is observed in general. From the distribution of the data, it is
understood that Galatasaray is the most supported team in all age groups, followed by Fenerbahge
and Besiktas. While the proportion of non-team supporters in the youth (18-25) and middle age (26-
45) groups is close to each other, this rate is slightly higher in the group over the age of 46 (16.5%).
“The other team” support is quite low in all age groups. As a result of the Chi-square analysis
performed to examine the relationship between age groups and the supported football team, it was
determined that there was no statistically significant relationship between the variables (Chi-square:
3.792; sd: 8; p: 0.875). In this context, it can be said that the age variable does not have a different
effect on the team preferences of the participants.
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Table 4: Relationship Between Educational Level and Football Fandom

Supported Team Primary High Associate Bachelor’s Postgraduate
Education School Degree Degree

Does not support a 36.5% 19.2% 13.5% 9.8% 7.0%

team

Galatasaray (GS) 33.3% 32.9% 38.2% 41.0% 34.9%

Fenerbahce (FB) 14.3% 20.5% 28.1% 27.7% 20.9%

Besiktas (BJK) 15.9% 23.3% 18.0% 16.8% 27.9%

Other 0.0% 4.1% 2.2% 4.6% 9.3%

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

According to the results of the analysis, there was a significant relationship between the
football team supported by the participants and their education levels (Chi Square: 40.129, df: 16, p:
0.001). In this context, it is seen that the highest proportions of primary school graduates are non-
supporters (36.5%) and Galatasaray (33.3%) supporters (Table 4). The proportion of Besiktag
(15.9%) and Fenerbahge (14.3%) supporters who graduated from primary school is similar to each
other and relatively low. It is seen that the three big teams exhibit a relatively balanced distribution
at the high school graduation level and especially Galatasaray fans (32.9%) are represented at the
highest rate in this group. While the proportion of Galatasaray (38.2%) and Fenerbahge (28.1%)
supporters at the associate degree level increases, the rate of those who do not support a team
decreases to 13.5%. At the undergraduate level, this trend is getting stronger, with Galatasaray
(41.0%) and Fenerbahge (27.7%) fans dominating, while the rate of non-supporters is falling to 9.8%.
In the graduate category, the distribution diversifies again, with Galatasaray fans maintaining the
highest rate at 34.9%, while the rate of Besiktas fans rises to 27.9%; on the other hand, Fenerbahge
has a lower level of representation at 20.9%. When the findings are evaluated in general, it can be
said that Galatasaray and Fenerbahge fans are represented more intensely as the education level
increases, while Besiktas fans have a more balanced distribution among their education levels.
However, as an interesting finding, it is seen that the partisan identity becomes more evident as the
education level of the participants increases. In other words, as the level of education increases, the
rate of those who do not support a team decreases remarkably. This situation can be interpreted as
the adoption of fandom as a social identity element more clearly as a result of the increasing contact
with sports and especially football in educated individuals and the increasing football culture.

Table 5: Relationship Between Income Level and Football Fandom

Income Level Does not support a team GS FB BJK Other  Total
Below 40,000 TL 18.9% 40.9%  20.5% 189%  0.8% 100%
40,000-80,000 TL 6.5% 39.0%  30.5% 17.5%  6.5% 100%
Above 80,000 TL 5.3% 342%  39.5%  21.1%  0.0% 100%
Total 11.3% 39.2%  27.6%  18.5%  3.4% 100%

There was a significant relationship between the income level of the participants (participants
who did not declare income were excluded from the analysis) and the supported football team
variables (Chi-square: 24.257, sd:8, p: 0.002). When Table 5 is examined, it is seen that team
preferences differ significantly according to income groups. In this respect, it is seen that Galatasaray
supporters have the highest rate in the low-income group (below 40.9 thousand TL) (40.9%), while
the rate of not supporting a team in the middle-income group (40-80 thousand TL) has decreased
significantly (6.5%), especially Fenerbahce (30.5%) and Galatasaray (39.0%) supporters stand out
in this group. In the high-income group (over 80 thousand TL), it is noteworthy that Fenerbahge
supporters (39.5%) are higher than other teams. The rate of participants who declare that they do not
support a team gradually decreases as their income level increases. In other words, it can be stated
that as the income level increases, the tendency not to keep a team decreases. When evaluated from
a sociological point of view, this situation can be interpreted as that while individuals in low-income
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groups are busy with economic concerns about surviving their lives, their perceptions and interests
in football and team supporters remain relatively in the background.

In the study, the relationship between the frequency of going to matches according to the
team they support was also examined and it was seen that there was a statistically significant
relationship between these two variables (Chi square: 31.337, sd: 6, p: 0.000). In this sense, the
majority of individuals who do not support a team (92.8%) do not go to a match at all, as can be
expected, which reveals that the sense of belonging to the team is a determining factor for stadium
supporters. Among the participants, Fenerbahge fans stand out as the group with the highest rate in
terms of regular attendance at matches (10.4%), while Besiktas fans rarely attend matches (36.9%).
On the other hand Galatasaray fans are mostly concentrated in the categories of never going (65.5%)
and rarely going (29.8%). Looking at the general findings (Table 2), it is seen that two-thirds (64.6%)
of the participants have never been to a match, which shows that although the interest in football is
high, the habit of watching matches in the stadium is a very rare behavior.

Table 6: Findings on Political Identity and Political Orientations

(m (%)
Political Identity Nationalist 179 40.3
Conservative 59 133
Social Democrat 65 14.6
Apolitical / Neutral 37 83
Other 35 79
No Response 69 15.5
Total 444 100
Level of Interest in Politics No interest at all 124 279
Very little interest 97 218
Some interest 133 30.0
Quite interested 66 149
Very interested 24 54
Total 444 100
Political Party Membership Yes 31 70
No 413 93.0
Total 444 100
Party Voted for in the Last General Election* Prefer not to answer 162 374
Did not vote 94 21.7
“Cumhur” Alliance 9% 222
“Millet” Alliance 81 18.7
Total 433 100

The distribution of the answers to the questions about political identity, level of interest in
politics, political party membership and voting behavior directed to the participants within the scope
of the research is shown in table 6. In the political identity category, the largest part of the participants
are nationalists (40.3%), followed by social democrats (14.6%) and conservatives (13.3%),
respectively. In the “Other” category (7.9%), there are participants who define themselves with a
minority of political identities such as “Kemalist/Kemalist, liberal, socialist/communist, secular,

4 In presenting the findings on participants’ voting preferences in the most recent parliamentary general elections held on
14 May 2023, a classification based on electoral alliances was adopted. Accordingly, the political parties indicated by
participants as their voting choices -namely the Justice and Development Party (AK Party), Nationalist Movement Party
(MHP), Great Unity Party (BBP), and New Welfare Party (YRP)- were collectively evaluated under the category of the
People’s Alliance (Cumhur Alliance). Similarly, parties such as the Republican People’s Party (CHP), 1YI Party, Saadet
Party, and Gelecek Party were grouped under the Nation Alliance (Millet Alliance) for analytical purposes. Other political
parties reported by participants but representing proportions too small to be statistically meaningful were excluded from
the analysis.
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Islamist, etc.”. Respondents who are cautious about the question of political identity and do not
“express an opinion” on this issue have a very high rate (15.5%). It should be noted that in politics-
themed field studies in Tiirkiye, it is frequently observed that participants are mostly hesitant to
answer questions involving political identity and voting preference.

In terms of the level of interest in politics, 30% of the respondents are concentrated in the
categories of “I am somewhat interested”, “I have no interest” (27.9%) and “I am very little
interested” (21.9%). The rate of those who say “I am very interested” (14.9%) and “I am very
interested” (5.4%) is relatively low. The political party membership of the participants was at a very
low level (7.0%). Looking at the distribution of responses to the question “Which party did you vote
for in the last general elections?”, the participants stated that they did not want to answer this question
(37.4%) or did not vote (21.7%) with remarkably high rates in voting behavior. It is thought that the
participants who declared that they did not vote consisted of young participants who did not have the
capacity to vote because they were not yet 18 years old in the last general elections held in 2023. On
the other hand, as stated before, it is understood that a significant part of the participants refrained
from answering the question about their voting behavior.

Table 7: Relationship Between Age Group and Political Identity

Age Group Nationalist Conservative Social Democrat Apolitical / Neutral Total
18-25 75.8% 7.6% 13.6% 3.0% 100%
26-45 44.5% 24.2% 29.7% 1.6% 100%
46+ 52.5% 27.1% 18.6% 1.7% 100%
Total 54.5% 20.6% 22.9% 2.0% 100%

According to the results of the analysis carried out within the scope of the research, a
significant relationship was found between the age groups of the participants and their political
identities (Chi-square: 21,338, sd: 6, p: 0.002). In this context, nationalist identity is clearly dominant
among young respondents (18-25 years old) (75.8%). The middle age group (26-45) is the group
with the highest concentration of both conservative and social democratic identities. The older age
group (46+) seems to be a group dominated by nationalist and conservative tendencies (Table 7). In
general, it is seen that the most common political identity in all age groups is nationalism, social
democratic and conservative identities are mostly concentrated in the middle age group and
apolitical/neutral identity is at a low level in all age groups. The rate of conservatism increases to a
certain extent with age.

Table 8: Relationship Between Football Fandom and Political Identity

Nationalist Conservative  Social Apolitical/  Other  Total

Democrat Neutral
No Team 37.3% 22.0% 22.0% 8.5% 10.2%  100%
Galatasaray (GS)  50.0% 15.9% 14.5% 8.7% 10.9%  100%
Fenerbahce (FB) 52.7% 11.8% 17.2% 9.7% 8.6% 100%
Besiktas (BJK) 41.4% 15.7% 20.0% 15.7% 7.1% 100%
Total 46.9% 15.8% 17.5% 10.3% 9.4% 100%

In line with the question “Is there a relationship between the political identities of individuals
and football fans?”, the Chi-square analysis conducted to test the relationship between the
participants' football supporters and their political identities shows that there is no statistically
significant relationship between these variables (Chi-square: 7.855; sd: 12, p: 0.796). When the
distributions showing the relationship between political identity and fandom are examined (Table 8),
it is clearly seen that the political identities of the participants have a relatively balanced distribution
in close proportions on the basis of the teams they support. Exceptional examples (the proportion of
“conservative” identity among GS supporters (15.9%), “conservatism” and “social democracy” have
equal proportions (22%) among those who do not support a team), although nationalist identity is
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dominant at the highest rate among almost all team supporters and participants who declare that they
do not support a team, followed by social democracy, conservatism and apolitical/neutral identity
declaration at similar rates, respectively. In this respect, it can be stated that the political identity
awareness of the participants is shaped independently of the variable of football team belonging and
in this sense, football fandom is not a distinguishing factor in terms of the political identities of the
participants.

Table 9: Relationship Between Football Fandom and Level of Interest in Politics

Level of Interest in No Team Galatasaray Fenerbahge Besiktas Total
Politics Supported (GS) (FB) (BJK)

No interest at all 36.2% 25.0% 26.4% 33.3% 28.8%
Very little interest 27.5% 19.0% 21.7% 19.0% 21.1%
Some interest 15.9% 39.9% 33.0% 17.9% 30.0%
Quite interested 15.9% 12.5% 12.3% 20.2% 14.5%
Very interested 4.3% 3.6% 6.6% 9.5% 5.6%
Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Within the scope of the research, the relationship between the variables of the participants'
football fandom and their level of interest in politics was also analyzed. In this respect, there is a
significant relationship between the partisan identities of the participants and their level of interest
in politics (Chi-square: 26.07, sd: 12, p: 0.010). According to the findings (Table 9), GS and FB fans
are mostly concentrated in the “I am somewhat interested” category, while BJK fans have higher
rates in the “I am very interested” and “I am quite interested” categories. In this respect, it is seen
that the level of interest of BJK supporters in politics is relatively high. Those who do not support a
team are largely in the categories of “I have no interest” (36.2%) and “I have little interest” (27.5%).

Table 10: Relationship Between Football Fandom and Voting Preference

Party Voted for No Team Galatasaray Fenerbahce Besiktas Total
Supported (GS) (FB) (BJK)

Prefer not to 34.8% 37.4% 41.9% 35.8% 37.8%
answer

Did not vote 36.2% 16.0% 20.0% 24.7% 22.0%
People’s Alliance  18.8% 25.8% 17.1% 19.8% 21.3%
Nation Alliance 10.1% 20.9% 21.0% 19.8% 18.9%
Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Table 10 shows the proportional distribution between the football fan identity of the
participants and the preference of the political party voted for in the last general elections. In general,
it is noteworthy that the “I don't want to answer” option has the highest rates in all groups. Especially
among FB fans, this rate is highest at 41.9%. The fact that the “I did not vote” option has a high rate
of 36.2% among the participants who do not support a team shows that political participation in this
group is lower than in other fan groups. This rate is lower at 24.7% for BJK fans, 20.0% for FB fans
and 16.0% for GS fans. In terms of alliances, the fact that GS supporters have the highest rate of
25.8% in the People's Alliance category led by the AK Party/MHP shows that this group is more
inclined towards the People's Alliance. On the other hand, FB supporters and GS and BJK supporters
preferred the CHP-led Nation alliance with similar rates (21.0%; 20.9%; 19.8%). When evaluated in
general, this distribution shows that partisan belonging does not create a significant difference in the
political party preferences of the participants. According to the results of the analysis (Chi-square:
13.356, sd: 9, p: 0.147) to determine the possible difference relationship in this regard, no statistically
significant relationship was found between the football team supported by the participants and the
party they voted for. In other words, football team supporters are not seen as a factor affecting party
preferences by the participants.
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Table 11: Perceptions of the Relationship Between Fandom and Politics

n %

My fandom affects my political preferences Yes 13 3.0
No 396 89.5

Not sure 32 7.5

Total 441 100

I believe fan groups have a political stance Yes 111 25.0
No 238 53.6

Not sure 93 20.9

Total 442 100

Fan groups should be influential in politics 1- Strongly disagree 267 61.4
2 22 5.1

3 30 6.9

4 39 9.0

5 16 3.7

6 6 1.4

7- Strongly agree 55 12.6

Total 435 100

Mean 2.43 Std. Dev. 2.14

According to the findings of the research obtained within the scope of the participants'
thoughts on the “relationship between football fandom and politics” (Table 11), the majority of the
participants stated that fandom did not have a direct effect on their political preferences (89.5%).
However, one in four respondents stated that they think their fan group has a certain political stance
(25.0%). This shows that although the effect on individual preferences is low, fan groups are
associated with a certain political position in social perception. In addition, when the attitudes
regarding “fan groups should be influential in politics” are examined, it is seen that a large part of
the participants are against this view: 61.4% of the participants selected the option “strongly
disagree”, while only 12.6% said “strongly agree”. These findings reveal that there is a general
reluctance among the participants for football fans to be directly involved in politics, but that fan
groups can be perceived as political in society. However, the participants generally show a strong
tendency that fan groups should stay away from politics. The fact that the average value of the
statement “I think fan groups should be influential in politics” (average 2.43 out of 7 full points) is
close to the lower end of the scale reveals that there is a low support for fans to play a role in politics.
In addition, the high standard deviation (2,14) shows that opinions differ among the participants and
that the participants have non-homogeneous tendencies in this regard.

According to the results of the one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA), which was applied
to test the relationship between the idea that “fan groups should be effective in politics” according to
the team they supported, the participants differed significantly (F: 2.885, p: 0.035). According to the
results of the post hoc (Tukey HSD) test, there is a significant difference between BJK fans (mean:
2.99) and GS (mean: 2.23) and FB (mean: 2.22) fans. In this respect, BIJK supporters differ from
other groups in the statement that “fan groups should be effective in politics” and agree with this
view at a higher level. However, considering the total value of expression (7), the fact that the average
values in all groups are quite low (below 4) shows that the participants are generally distant from the
“idea of fan groups being effective in politics”. Similarly, in terms of the gender independent
variable, it is seen that there is no significant difference in the idea that supporter groups should be
effective in politics (t: 0.837, df: 433, p: 0.403). In this respect, both female (mean: 2.52) and male
(mean: 2.35) respondents have a negative attitude towards the judgment that “fan groups should be
effective in politics”.
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Discussion and Conclusion

This study aims to examine the relationship between football, one of today’s most popular
sports and politics, focusing on football fandom within a sociological framework. In this context, the
research seeks to make a modest but original contribution to the existing literature on the football-
politics relationship. Moreover, the study aims to provide an opportunity to critically assess and
evaluate common perceptions and popular assumptions regarding the football-politics nexus in
Tiirkiye from a scientific perspective.

In Tirkiye, particularly in recent years, discussions in both the media and society regarding
the close ties between sports-especially football-and political actors and institutions have intensified.
Football, which is among the most popular sports both globally and in Tiirkiye, represents one of the
most visible and contested arenas of sport-politics interactions. In this regard, the study aims to
investigate the football-politics relationship frequently discussed in the public sphere in Tiirkiye,
taking into account widely used theoretical approaches in the literature and based on new and distinct
empirical data obtained through field research.

The research revealed several notable and original findings. In the province of Nigde,
Galatasaray emerged as the most supported football club, followed by Fenerbahge and Besiktas,
respectively. Although individual-level football team fandom is widespread in Nigde, membership
in active fan groups was found to be quite low. Similarly, the level of fans’ physical attendance at
matches of both their supported clubs and other teams was limited. On the other hand, football
fandom appears to be followed quite intensively on digital platforms. It was observed that fans
actively engage with content related to their supported teams and follow their digital accounts on
social media platforms. In this sense, digitalization and social media have had a widespread impact
on football fandom, as they have on many other phenomena in recent years. Another notable finding
of the study is the relationship between educational level and fandom identity. The results indicate
that higher educational levels are associated with a more pronounced fandom identity, while lower
educational levels correspond to decreased interest in supporting football teams. This suggests that
the sociological dynamics of football fandom should be examined alongside demographic variables.

Regarding the football-politics relationship, the data indicate that although football is
historically and theoretically closely intertwined with politics, individual-level fandom identity does
not appear to be a determining factor in political identity or voting behavior. In this framework,
generalizations frequently expressed in social media and popular discourse, such as “certain teams
have homogeneous political tendencies,” are not empirically supported. On the other hand, the
significant relationship observed between football fandom and political interest suggests that football
may have an indirect effect on political awareness and engagement. In this sense, while fandom may
not directly influence individual political choices, it provides a functional cultural platform for
participation in political discussions, following socio-political agendas and engaging with political
issues. Moreover, the majority of participants’ opposition to the idea that fan groups should be
influential in politics points to a strong societal tendency for football to remain relatively autonomous
from the political sphere.

In conclusion, this study attempts to analyze the football-politics relationship at a local level
and based on data obtained from a limited sample. Therefore, while generalizing the findings is
neither scientifically possible nor appropriate, the data provide partial visibility into certain aspects
of social reality. In this context, repeating similar studies in different cities and on a national scale
would be beneficial for a more accurate assessment of the relationship between football fandom and
political allegiance, which occasionally captures public attention. Particularly, determining whether
fan groups supporting certain teams in specific regions or cities in Tiirkiye have distinct political
tendencies could provide original and comparative insights to the literature. Additionally, one of the
key findings of this research is that fans who do not belong to any active supporter group and follow
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football primarily as a popular leisure activity in everyday life tend to adopt a distanced stance
regarding the relationship between football and politics, especially during periods when the political
agenda is relatively stable.

Ultimately, the findings suggest that the relationship between football and politics is
multidimensional, variable and does not align with popular generalizations. Therefore, future studies
should focus on broader samples at the national level, include multiple cities or league levels, allow
for comparisons among specific fan groups and combine quantitative and qualitative methods to
examine the football-politics relationship more comprehensively and in depth, thereby providing
significant contributions to the relevant literature.
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Futbol Taraftarhi@ ve Siyaset iligkisi Uzerine Sosyolojik Bir Arastirma

Giris

Futbol, giiniimiizde kiiresel Olcekte genis kitleler tarafindan takip edilen ve yiiksek
popiilariteye sahip spor dallarinin basinda gelmektedir. Bu anlamda futbol, milyonlarca insam
pesinden siiriikleyen kiiltlirel bir olgu olmasinin yaninda, sahip oldugu ekonomik deger nedeniyle
cok sayida kisiye gelir saglayan devasa bir endiistri niteligi de tasimaktadir. Astronomik boyutlara
ulasan transfer {icretlerinin yaninda ¢ok yiiksek miktarlardaki reklam ve yaymn gelirleri futbol
ekonomisinin sac ayaklarini olusturmaktadir. Uluslararasi organizasyonlar ile milli takimlar ve
kuliipler diizeyindeki karsilagmalar, futbolun diger spor dallarindan farkli olarak siirekli ve yogun bir
ilgiyle takip edilmesini saglamaktadir. Sosyal, ekonomik ve sportif agidan genis kitleler iizerinde
derin etkiler yaratan futbolun tarihsel gelisim siireci ise tiim popiilaritesine ragmen yeterince
bilinmemektedir.

Bir spor olarak futbolun kdkenleri g¢esitli medeniyetlere kadar uzanmakta, tarihsel siireg
icerisinde farkli kiiltiirlerde topla oynanan c¢esitli proto-futbol tiirleriyle karsilasiimaktadir. Cin’de
CuJu olarak bilinen oyunun neolitik doneme kadar uzandigi kabul edilmektedir. Benzer bigimde
Kuzey ve Orta Amerika’daki yerli topluluklari, dogurganlik ritiiellerinin bir unsurunu teskil eden top
oyunlar1 oynamislardir. Orta Cag Avrupa’sinda Fransiz koyliilerinin Soule ad1 verilen ve ¢ogu zaman
siddet igeren bir oyun oynadiklari, Floransa’da Ronesans dénemi erkeklerinin oynadig1 Calcio 'nun,
Iskogya ve Ingiltere’de ise kasaba ve kdy dlgeginde gesitli halk futbolu uygulamalarmin yaygin
oldugu bilinmektedir (Armstrong & Giulianotti, 1999). Bu agidan bir oyun olarak futbolun kokleri,
cesitli formlar tasimakla birlikte 12. yiizyil ingiltere’sine kadar geri gdtiiriilebilmektedir (Curran,
2022). Ancak, 1863 yilinda ingiliz Futbol Federasyonu’nun (Football Association-FA) kurulmast,
oyunun kurallarinin standartlastirilmast ve modern futbolun kurumsal bir yapiya kavusmasi
agisindan kritik bir doniim noktas1 olarak kabul edilmektedir (Orejan, 2011).

Futbolun 19. yiizyilda Ingiltere’de kurumsallasmas1 konuyla ilgilenen arastirmacilar
arasinda Onemli bir tarih yazimi tartigmasini da beraberinde getirmistir. Ortodoks yaklagimi
benimseyen arastirmacilar, sanayilesme siirecinde kitlesel futbol oyunlarinin ig¢i siifi topluluklar
icinde ortadan kalktigin1 ve futbolun, genis toplum kesimlerine yeniden yayilmadan 6nce yalnizca
kamu okullarinda varligini siirdiirdigiinii ileri siirmektedir (Harvey, 2013; Collins, 2015). Buna
karsilik revizyonist perspektifi savunan tarihgiler, isci sinifina 6zgii futbol kiiltiiriiniin s6z konusu
donemde kesintiye ugramaksizin devam ettigini one siirerek bu goriise karsi ¢ikmaktadir (Swain,
2020). Bu gergevede ortodoks yaklasim, futbolun Ingiltere’de dzellikle Eton ve Rugby gibi kamu
okullarinda kurumsallagarak “medenilestigini” savunurken revizyonistler, oyunun halk kokenli
oldugunu ve gelisiminin esasen is¢i sinifi pratikleri iizerinden gergeklestigini 6ne stirmektedirler
(Collins, 2015).

Collins (2015) 19. yiizyilin ortalarinda “futbol” kavraminin giiniimiizdeki gibi yalnizca
“soccer/ayak futbolu” anlamini ifade etmedigini vurgularken rugby, halk futbolu ve cesitli yerel
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oyunlar da dahil olmak iizere genis bir oyun yelpazesini kapsayan genel bir terim olarak
kullanildigimi belirtmektedir. Bu anlamda modern futbolun temel ayrimi olan “elle oynamamak”
ilkesi, 1870’lere kadar heniiz net bicimde olusmamistir ve o ddnemde ¢ogu oyun hem elle hem ayakla
oynanabilmektedir. Yine Collins’e (2015) gore futbolun gercekten “modern” bir yapiya kavusmast,
yalnizca kurallarin standartlasmasiyla degil, esasen toplumsal kosullardaki doniisiimle miimkiin
olmustur. Bu baglamda, 1870’lerden itibaren is¢i sinifinin bos zaman ve gelir diizeyindeki artis,
demiryollarinin ulusal diizeyde turnuvalarin diizenlenmesini kolaylastirmasi ve basinin gelisiminin
futbolu genis Kkitlelere ulastirmasi belirleyici etkiler yaratmistir. Ayrica 1871°de FA Cup”m
baslamasiyla yerel kimlik ve rekabet duygusu giiclenmis; bdylece futbol, kitleler igin énemli bir
duygusal ve toplumsal aidiyet alanina doniismiistiir (Collins, 2015).

Swain (2020) de benzer bicimde futbolun yapisinin sanayilesme, kentlesme ve niifus
artisgindan  kaynaklandigini, bunlarin smif sistemlerini ve kentsel hiyerarsileri yeniden
yapilandirdigini ve nihayetinde 1870'lerin sonlarinda profesyonel futbolun dogusuna yol actigin ileri
stirmektedir. Bu anlayisa gore modern futbolun “calisan siniflarin sahiplendigi bir halk oyunu”
niteligine kavusmasi 1870 sonrasi siiregte ger¢eklesmistir. Bu agidan 19. yiizyil ortasinda is¢i sinifi,
futbolun kurulus siirecine dogrudan katilmamig olmakla birlikte, yiizyilin sonlarina gelindiginde hem
oyuncu hem de taraftar olarak futbolun temel tasiyicist haline gelmistir (Collins, 2015). Konuya
farkll bir perspektiften yaklasan James ve Day (2014) ise ne ortodoks ne de revizyonist goriislerin
futbolun gelisimini tam olarak agiklayamadigini belirtirken, Viktorya doneminde futbolun ortaya
cikisinda hayati 6nem tagiyan enerji ve coskunun belirli bir sinifa indirgenemeyecek kadar oldukca
farkli gegmislere ve kimliklere sahip kisiler tarafindan saglandigini iddia etmektedir.

20. yiizyil boyunca dikkate deger bir doniisiim geciren futbol, siireg igerisinde yerel ve halk
temelli kokenlerinden uzaklasip kiiresel dlgekte ticarilesmis bir olguya evrilmistir. Bu anlamda futbol
ylizyilin baslarinda Britanya’nin en yaygin takim sporu héline gelmis, kentsel is¢i sinifi kdklerinden
uzaklasarak once biitiin Avrupa’ya, sonrasinda ise Giiney Amerika’ya ve diinyanin diger bolgelerine
hizla yayilmistir (Walvin, 2014). Yiizyilin ikinci yaris1 ise tavan iicret uygulamasinin kaldirilmas,
televizyon yayinciliginin artan etkisi, genisleyen pazarlama olanaklar1 ve uluslararasi turnuvalarin
yiikselen onemi gibi kapsamli orgiitsel degisimlere sahne olmustur (Day, 2000). Bu donemde
futbolun gelisim ¢izgisi, daha genis toplumsal doniisiimlerle paralellik gdstermis, bu anlamda futbol
sporu giderek daha fazla ticarileserek kiiresel 6lgekte stratejik bir sektor niteligi kazanmistir (Walvin,
2014). Giiniimiizde ise diinya genelinde yaklagik 150 milyon kayitli oyuncunun futbol liglerinde yer
aldig1, yaklasik iki milyar kisinin ise futbolu eglence amagli oynadigi tahmin edilmektedir (Orejan,
2011). Futbolun etkisi altina aldig1 genis kitleler dikkate alindiginda, onun tarihsel gelisim siireci
icerisinde salt bir spor olmanin 6tesine gegmesi kaginilmaz hile gelmistir. Bu ¢ergevede giinliimiiz
futbolunun toplumsal, ekonomik ve siyasal boyutlar1 akademik aragtirmalarin merak edilen konulari
haline gelmistir.

Sosyolojik perspektif ¢ercevesinde sosyal bir olgu olarak spor, tarihsel siiregleri ve kendi
dinamikleri ile gorece 6zerk bir toplumsal alan olarak ele alinmaktadir. Zira bu alanda taraftarlar,
kendi anlatilarin1 ve davranis kaliplarini olusturmaktadirlar (Bourdieu, 1991). Futbol ise bireylere,
kimligin kamusal olarak sergilendigi ve toplumsal etkilesimlerin yogun bi¢cimde yasandig: bir alan
sunmaktadir. Bu alan, egemen gruplar i¢in normatif kiiltiirel degerleri yeniden iiretme ve
siirlandirma islevi goriirken, alternatif ve diasporik gruplar i¢in mevcut toplumsal diizene karst
¢ikma ve farkliliklarimi ifade etme imkani1 saglamaktadir (Millar, 2016). Ayrica futbol, futbol alt-
kiiltiirlerinin diisiinme bigimi ¢ercevesinde, daha genis siyasal ve ideolojik catigsmalarin dramatize
edildigi ve kodlandig: kiiltiirel bir mekan islevi de gormektedir. Bu bakimdan taraftar kuliipleri

5 FA Cup (Football Association Challenge Cup), ingiltere Futbol Federasyonu (FA) tarafindan 1871-1872 sezonundan
itibaren diizenlenen ve diinyanin en eski ulusal futbol kupasi olma 6zelligini tasiyan bir turnuvadir (The Football
Association, 2016).
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baglaminda, kimliklerin, siyasi ideolojilerin ve aktivizmin miizakere edilme siirecleri futbol
taraftarlar tarafindan yeniden bi¢imlendirilip yorumlanmaktadir (Spaaij & Vinas, 2017). Futbol
dislanmis ve Gtekilestirilmis toplumsal kesimlerin seslerini duyurmasina olanak tantyan bir kiiltiirel
form olarak, mevcut toplumsal diizeni destekleyen baskin sdylemlere karsi dayanismay1 besleme
potansiyelini de barindirmaktadir (Kennedy & Kennedy, 2013). Bu baglamda, kriz donemlerinde
siyasal ideolojiler spor yasam alanlarina niifuz etme egilimi tasimakta, bu durum ise futbol
taraftarliginin sosyo-politik aktivizmle kesistigi ve yeni kolektif eylem modellerinin ortaya ¢iktig
bir platform olarak islev gormesine yol agmaktadir (Zaimakis, 2018). Bu anlamda futbol yalnizca bir
spor olarak kalmamis, ortaya ¢iktig1 glinden bu yana kabilecilik, protesto, askeri propaganda, politik
semboller ve erkeklik bi¢imleri ile i¢ i¢e olmustur (Power vd., 2020).

Futbol ve siyaset arasindaki iliski, kiiresel etkileri de olan karmasik ve ¢ok yonlii bir olgudur.
Arastirmalar, futbolun politik 6neminin ¢ok biiylik ve diinya sahnesinde oncii bir konuma sahip
oldugunu gostermektedir (Scutti & Wendt, 2016; De Waele vd., 2018; Zaimakis, 2018; Kassimeris,
2023). Tarihsel siire¢ igerisinde futbol, bazi hiikiimetler tarafindan kendi bdlgelerinde fasist ve
komiinist ideolojileri yaymak igin dahi kullamlmistir. Bu kapsamda Almanya'da Hitler, Ispanya'da
Franco ve Italya'da Mussolini gibi otoriter liderlerin 1930'larda Nazizm'i, 1940'larin basinda ise
komiinizmi ve fasizmi kendi iilkelerinde yaymak i¢in futbolu kullandiklar1 bilinmektedir
(Kassimeris, 2023). Futbol, iktidarlarin kitleleri yonlendirme ve kontrol etme amaciyla bagvurdugu
bir ideolojik aygit olmasmin yani sira, toplumsal muhalefetin ve doniisiim arayislarinin
orgiitlenebildigi bir direnis alani olarak da islev gorebilmektedir. Bu yoniiyle futbol, toplumdaki gii¢
iligkilerini ve catismalar1 eszamanli olarak goriiniir kilan ¢ift yonlii bir olgudur (Yenicirak, 2023).
Seydiogullari’na (2021) gore de sanayi devrimi sonrasi kapitalist tiretim bi¢giminin bir {irlinii olarak
ortaya ¢ikan futbol, giinlimiizde hegemonik gii¢lerin denetiminde kiiltiir endiistrisinin bir arac1 haline
gelerek sermaye birikimini, siyasal ve ekonomik ¢ikar iligkilerini ve sike gibi kuralsiz yapilar
biinyesinde barindiran bir alan haline gelmistir.

Futbol ve siyaset iliskisini gosteren giincel ornekler arasinda, Yunanistan’in ekonomik
tedbirler baglaminda kemer sikma doneminde “siyaseti futbollagtirmasi" dikkat g¢ekicidir. Bu
donemde iilkenin genel politik gidisatindan hayal kirikligina ugramis vatandaslar, itibarsizlasmis
gelencksel siyasete alternatif olarak futbolla ilgili siyasi olusumlara yonelmistir (Zaimakis, 2018).
Gilinimiizde kiiresel Olcekte diizenlenen biiylik spor organizasyonlar1 da benzer sekilde yogun
bigimde siyasallasmis alanlar haline gelmistir. Ozellikle FIFA® Diinya Kupasi, son yillarda
uluslararasi siyasal gerilimlerin ve toplumsal hareketlerin goriiniirlik kazandigi bir alan héaline
gelmistir. 2022 Katar Diinya Kupasi’nda Alman milli takiminin, FIFA’nin escinsellik yanlis1 kol
band1 yasagini protesto etmek amaciyla takim fotografinda agizlarini kapatmalar: bu duruma 6rnek
teskil etmektedir. Yine turnuvanin Katar’da diizenlenmesine yonelik elestirilerle birlikte
degerlendirildiginde, Diinya Kupasi’nin giderek artan big¢imde siyasallastigi goriilmektedir
(Kassimeris, 2023).

Giiniimiizde spor ve Ozellikle futbol, yalmizca askeri giic ve ekonomik kalkinma gibi
gelencksel ulusal giic gostergeleri agisindan degil, ayn1 zamanda uluslararasi etki ve prestiji
degerlendirmek i¢in de 6nemli bir kriter olarak islev gormektedir (Scutti & Wendt, 2016; De Waele
vd., 2018). Futbolun jeopolitik etkisi, geleneksel politik sinirlarin Gtesine uzanmakta; FIFA, bir¢cok
ulusal hiikiimetten daha fazla kurumsal giice ve BM’den daha fazla iiyeye sahip bir uluslararasi yapi
olarak dikkat cekmektedir. Ornegin Hong Kong, Makao ve Tayvan gibi BM tarafindan bagimsiz

61904 yilinda kurulan Uluslararasi Futbol Federasyonu- Fédération Internationale de Football Association (FIFA), 211 iiye
federasyonu ile futbolun kiiresel Slgekteki en yetkili yonetim organi olarak faaliyet gostermektedir. FIFA, amator
diizeydeki girisimlerden iist diizey uluslararas1 miisabakalara kadar futbolun tiim kademelerinde gelisimini diizenlemekte
ve desteklemektedir. Kurum, oyunun kurallarini belirlemekte ve bu kurallarin uygulanmasini saglamaktadir. FIFA, 211
tiye federasyonla birlikte yenilik, egitim ve kurumsal is birligi mekanizmalar1 araciligiyla futbolun siirdiiriilebilir gelisimini
tesvik etmeyi amaglamaktadir (FIFA, 2025).
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devlet olarak taninmayan yapilarin FIFA biinyesinde yer almasi, futbolun ulusal kimliklerin
uluslararast alanda taninmasinda giiclii bir temsil araci héline geldigini gostermektedir (Scutti &
Wendt, 2016). Benzer bicimde, Birlesik Krallik’a bagli olmasina ragmen Galler, Iskocya ve Kuzey
Irlanda gibi devletlerin kendi milli futbol takimlar1 ile ulusal ve uluslararasi turnuvalara katilabilmesi,
FIFA ve diger futbol kuruluslarinin, siyasi sinirlarin 6tesinde kiiltiirel ve sportif kimlikleri tanima
giiclinii gostermektedir.

Tiirkiye baglaminda ise futbol ve siyaset iligkisi, olduk¢a goriiniir ve ¢cok boyutlu bir olgu
olarak ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Ozellikle Galatasaray, Fenerbahge ve Besiktas gibi koklii ve biiyiik futbol
kuliiplerinin maglarinda tribiinlerdeki taraftarlarin siyasi otoritelere yonelik protesto igerikli
tezahiiratlari, yine siyasi igerikli pankartlarin tribiinlerde sergilenmesi, uluslararasi iliskilerde
yasanan giincel gelismelere iligkin goriisleri iceren posterlerin tribiinlerde agilmasi gibi pratikler,
futbolun siyasal bir alan olarak islev iistlenebildigini gostermektedir. Ayrica, siyasilerin futbol
magclarini stadyumlarda takip etmesi ve mag sonu soyunma odalarina giderek sporculari tebrik veya
teselli etmeleri, bu anlarin ulusal basinda ve sosyal medyada yayinlanmasi futbol-siyaset etkilesimini
kamuoyuna daha goriiniir kilmaktadir. Kuliip yoneticilerinin kazanilan sportif basarilarin ardindan
takimlartyla birlikte siyasi otoriteleri ziyaret etmesi ve kuliiplerin borg¢lar1 veya ekonomik meseleleri
icin siyasi otoritelerden destek talep etmesi de bu iliskinin bir bagka boyutunu ortaya koymaktadir.

Tiirkiye’de futbol taraftarlari, farkli donemlerde ortaya koyduklari protesto drnekleriyle spor
ve siyaset alaninin i¢ ice gectigini gostermistir. 2013 Gezi Parki protestolar: sirasinda Besiktas’in
Cars1 grubu basta olmak iizere Galatasaray ve Fenerbahce taraftarlarinin ortak eylemleri (Sky News,
2013) bu orneklerden birisidir. 6 Subat 2023 tarihinde Kahramanmaras merkezli depremlerin
ardindan belirli bir siire ertelenen futbol miisabakalarinin yeniden baslamasiyla birlikte, Fenerbahge
ve Besiktas taraftarlarinin erteleme maglarinda “hiikiimet istifa” seklindeki tezahiiratlari, futbol ile
siyaset arasindaki iliskinin gerilimli boyutunu goriiniir kilan dikkat ¢ekici 6rnekler arasinda yer
almigtir (BBC, 2023). Bunun yam sira futbol taraftarlari, Filistin’e destek amaciyla diizenlenen
protestolara katilarak dig politika ve uluslararasi adalet meselelerine iliskin tutumlarini da kamusal
alanda goriiniir kilmistir (Anadolu Ajansi, 2023). Bu 6rnekler biitiinciil olarak degerlendirildiginde,
Tiirkiye’de futbol taraftarliginin yalnizca sportif rekabetle sinirli olmadig; siyasal protesto, kurumsal
muhalefet ve toplumsal duyarliliklarin ifade edildigi dinamik bir kamusal alan islevi gordigi
sOylenebilir.

Diger taraftan, 6zellikle TikTok, X ve Instagram gibi sosyal medya platformlarinda yer alan
baz1 paylagimlar, belirli futbol kuliiplerinin taraftarlarinin homojen ve ayirt edilebilir siyasal
egilimlere sahip oldugu yoniinde iddialar ortaya koymaktadir. Bu paylasimlarda, kimi kuliiplerin
taraftar gruplarinin hiikkiimet yanlisi, kimilerinin ise muhalif bir siyasal durusa sahip oldugu yoniinde
kategorik siiflandirmalar yapmakta, ancak s6z konusu genellemeler bilimsel olarak dogrulanmig
verilerden ziyade algilara ve popiiler sdylemlere dayanmaktadir. Ulusal akademik literatiirde futbol
ve siyaset iligkisini konu alan ¢ok sayida ¢calisma bulunmasina ragmen, futbol takimi taraftarligi ile
bireylerin siyasal davranislari, siyasal egilimleri veya siyasal tutumlari arasindaki olasi iliskiyi nicel
analizlerle sistematik bigimde inceleyen herhangi bir aragtirmanin mevcut olmadigi goriilmektedir.
Bu dogrultuda arastirmanin temel amaci, Tirkiye’de futbol ve siyaset iliskisini kuramsal diizeyde
yeniden tartigmak yerine, saha arastirmasina dayali ampirik veriler araciligiyla futbol taraftarlarmin
siyasal tutum ve egilimlerinin taraftarlik kimlikleriyle iligkili olup olmadigini tespit etmektir. Bu
¢ercevede arastirma sorulart asagidaki sekilde yapilandirilmigtir:

- Futbol taraftarlig1 bireylerin siyasal tercihlerini etkilemekte midir?
- Bireylerin siyasal kimlikleri ile futbol taraftarliklar1 arasinda iligki bulunmakta midir?

- Futbol taraftarlarinin siyasal egilimleri ve oy tercihleri nasil bir dagilim géstermektedir?
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- Taraftarlarin siyasal tercihleri hangi sosyo-demografik degiskenlerle (cinsiyet, yas,
egitim diizeyi vb.) iliskilidir?
- Taraftarlarin siyasal ilgi diizeyi destekledikleri takima gore farklilasmakta midir?

- Futbol taraftarlari, taraftar gruplarinin siyasal alanda etkili oldugunu ya da etkili olmasi
gerektigini diiglinmekte midir?

Arastirma sorular1 dogrultusunda gelistirilen anket formu araciligiyla s6z konusu sorulara
yanit aranmistir. Bu kapsamda calisma, futbol ile siyasal alan arasindaki etkilesime odaklanmakta,
bu etkilesimin niteligini 6zellikle futbol taraftarlarimin siyasal tutum ve egilimleri iizerinden
incelemeyi hedeflemektedir. Boylelikle bireylerin taraftarlik kimlikleri ile siyasal tutum ve egilimleri
arasindaki olasi iliski, bilimsel bir perspektiften degerlendirilme imkan1 bulacaktir.

Literatiir

Futbol taraftarlarinin siyasal egilimlerine iliskin arastirmalar, birgok lilkede taraftar kitleleri
arasinda belirgin bir sag egilimin hakim oldugunu gostermektedir. Bu kapsamda Polonya 6rneginde
yiiriitiilen aragtirmalar, futbol taraftarlarinin sag/asir sag siyasi partilerle ideolojik yakinlik tagidigini
ve sol egilimli ideolojilerin tribiinlerde neredeyse hi¢ temsil edilmedigini ortaya koymaktadir
(Wozniak vd., 2020). Yine ayni iilkedeki bagka bir arastirmada (Kossakowski & Besta, 2018)
Polonya’daki taraftar gruplarinin muhafazakar degerlerle uyumlu sagci siyasi partilere daha yiiksek
diizeyde sempati duydugu ve taraftarlik kiiltiiriiniin bu ideolojik yonelimle yakindan iligkili oldugu
belirtilmektedir. Benzer sekilde, Sirbistan’da Kizilyildiz ve Partizan gibi biiyiik futbol kuliiplerinin
taraftarlar1 da agirlikli olarak giiglii milliyetgilikle bicimlenen sag kanat siyasal ideolojiler etrafinda
konumlanmakta, buna karsilik sol egilimli platformlara olduk¢a sinirli bir alan agmaktadir
(Djordjevic & Peki¢, 2018). Sirbistan 6zelinde gozlemlenen bu ideolojik yonelim, 6zellikle eski
Yugoslavya’nin dagilma siirecinde Sirp milliyet¢iliginin yeniden canlanmasinda futbolun istlendigi
belirgin rol ile daha da pekigmistir. Nitekim s6z konusu dénemde futbol, Sirp ulusal kimliginin insas1
ve milliyet¢i mobilizasyonun giiglendirilmesi agisindan onemli bir islev gormistiir (Mills, 2009).
Italya’da da futbol taraftarlig1 ideolojik yelpazede gesitlilik gdstermekle birlikte 1980’lerden itibaren
stadyum tribiinlerinde belirgin bir saga kayma gozlenmistir (Doidge, 2017). Bu kapsamda 6rnegin
FC Sankt Pauli kuliibiiniin taraftarlar1 sol ideolojik ¢izgide konumlanirken Lazio kuliibii ise sag
ideolojik egilimli taraftar kiiltiiriiyle bilinmektedir (Kassimeris, 2023).

Futbol tribiinlerinde baskin oldugu gozlemlenen sag ideolojik egilimlere karsilik ispanya
orneginde, ozellikle Katalonya, Bask Ulkesi ve Galigya gibi gii¢lii bolgesel kimliklere sahip
bolgelerde, futbol taraftarliginin farkli bir ideolojik oriintii sundugu da goriilmektedir. S6z konusu
bolgelerde orgiitli taraftar gruplari, yerel milliyetgilikleri desteklerken ayn1 zamanda neo-fasizme,
rkeiliga ve futbolun giderek artan ticarilesmesine karsi duran sol kanat ideolojiler etrafinda da
orgiitlenmektedir (Spaaij & Viiias, 2017). Diger taraftan Hirvatistan’da, 6zellikle bagkent Zagreb’de
futbol taraftar gruplarinin siyasal alanda aktif bir rol iistlendigi goriilmekte, bu baglamda bazi taraftar
olugumlar1 otoriter yonetim uygulamalarini elestiren politik faaliyetleriyle 6ne ¢ikmaktadir. Beyaz
Melekler Zagreb (White Angels Zagreb-WAZ) bu ¢ercevede dikkat ¢eken 6rneklerden biridir. Grup,
antifagist ve dogrudan demokrasiye dayali bir platform etrafinda rgiitlenmekte olup, bu ideolojik
konumlanis1 nedeniyle diger taraftar gruplar1 ve kuliip yonetimiyle sikca karsi karsiya gelmektedir
(Hodges & Stubbs, 2013). italya’da ise Livorno, gii¢lii bir komiinist/sosyalist kimligi siirdiiren ender
Italyan kuliiplerinden biri olarak dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Livorno taraftarlari, tarihsel ve ideolojik
konumlanmalarini kiiresellesme siireclerine karsi bir direng bi¢imi olarak yorumlayan kimliklerini
siyasi protestolar, toplumsal dayamsma faaliyetleri ve mag¢ giinii koreografileri araciligiyla
gostermektedir (Doidge, 2017).

Goriildigii tizere her ne kadar futbol tribilinlerinde ideolojik anlamda sag ve milliyetci
egilimler agirlik tagisa da futbol taraftarlarinin siyasal yonelimleri, destekledikleri kuliiplerin i¢inde
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bulunduklar1 toplumsal, kiiltirel ve cografi baglama gore Onemli oOlciide degiskenlik
gosterebilmektedir. Nitekim, Iskogya’da Celtic ve Rangers taraftarlarmin tarihsel olarak farkli siyasi
taraflarla  6zdeslesen geleneksel baglhlhiklarimin, Birlesik Krallik sendikaciligindan Iskog
bagimsizligin1 destekleyen pozisyonlara dogru kaydig: goriilmekte ve bu durum daha genis sosyo-
politik doniisiimlerin taraftarlik kiiltliriine yansimasi olarak degerlendirilmektedir (Whigham vd.,
2021). Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’nde ise futbolun yiikselen popiilaritesinin, 6zellikle 1994 Diinya
Kupasi’na ev sahipligi yapan eyaletlerde Demokrat Parti'ye verilen oy oranlarindaki artisla
iligkilendirilmesi, futbol taraftarligi ile Demokrat egilimler arasinda anlamli bir baglantiya isaret
etmektedir (Rewilak, 2023). Afrika baglaminda dikkat ¢ceken bir 6rnek olarak Gana’da, Accra Hearts
of Oak ve Kumasi Asante Kotoko kuliiplerinin sirastyla Ulusal Demokrat Kongre ve Yeni Vatansever
Parti ile iligkilendirilmesi, taraftarligin etnik ve bolgesel siyasi boliinmelerle yakindan baglantili
oldugunu gostermektedir (Fridy & Brobbey, 2009). Uzak dogu Asya baglaminda, Tayland’da
yapilan ¢aligmalar ise futbol taraftarligi ve siyasetle iligkili kuliip sahiplerine yonelik siyasi destegin
birbirini giiclendirdigini ve taraftar sadakatinin dogrudan siyasete yansiyabildigini ortaya
koymaktadir (Sriyakul vd., 2018). Bu bulgular, futbolun ve futbol taraftarliginin kiiresel Slgekte
siyasal alanla yakindan iligkisini ve futbolun, toplumsal-siyasal dinamiklerden bagimsiz bir olgu
olarak degerlendirilemeyecegini acik bigimde ortaya koymaktadir.

Tiirkiye orneginde de futbolun ve futbol taraftarlarinin siyasal giindemle yakindan iligkili
olduguna yonelik gerek tarihsel siiregte gerekse giincel baglamda ¢esitli deneyimlerin ve gézlemlerin
bulundugu goriilmektedir. Bu baglamda Gokagti (2008), futbolun Tiirkiye’de yalnizca bir spor degil,
siyasal iktidar iliskileriyle i¢ ice gecmis bir toplumsal alan oldugunu; devletin, partilerin ve yerel gii¢
odaklarmin futbol {izerinden kitleleri yonlendirme ve mesruiyet i{iretme araci olarak bu alani ¢okca
kullandigim belirtmektedir. Say’a (2024) goére de Osmanli’dan Cumhuriyet’e uzanan siiregte
Tiirkiye’de futbol hem siyasal ideolojilerin hem de iktidar miicadelelerinin bir araci haline gelmis;
Ittihat ve Terakki’den Tek Parti donemine kadar farkli dénemlerde iktidar cevreleri futbolu toplumsal
mobilizasyon ve mesruiyet araci olarak kullanmistir.

Futbol kuliipleri ise donemin siyasal aktorleriyle kurduklari iliskiler iizerinden cesitli
avantajlar elde etmeye calismis ve lttihat ve Terakki’den tek parti dSnemine uzanan farkli rejimlere
uyum saglamistir. Bu gercevede drnegin ittihat ve Terakki Cemiyeti’nin ideolojik ydnelimine paralel
bigimde milliyetcilik akimi futbolda da kendisini gostermistir (Say, 2024). Ote yandan Ittihat ve
Terakki Cemiyeti’nin siyasal giicii elinde tuttugu dénemde Altinordu Futbol Kuliibii, Cemiyet’in
askeri kanadi tarafindan yonetilen ve bu nedenle gesitli ayricaliklardan yararlanan bir kuliip
konumuna gelmigtir. Nitekim Birinci Diinya Savasi yillarinda kuliip futbolcularin cepheye
gonderilmeyerek Istanbul’daki muhaberat biirolarinda sembolik askerlik yapmalari, bu imtiyazlarin
somut bir gostergesidir (Say, 2024). Tek Parti Donemi’nde ise futbol, devletin denetimi ve ideolojik
yonlendirmesi altina girerek bireysel basaridan ziyade toplumsal saglik ve ulusal biitiinliik
sOyleminin bir aract haline gelmistir. Bu donemde Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi’'ne yakin isimler
tarafindan, Glines Dil Teorisi’ne atfen kurulan Gilines Kuliibii, futbolun devlet ideolojisiyle
biitiinlesmesinin dikkate deger bir 6rnegini teskil etmektedir (Say, 2024).

Tirkiye’de futbol, 1950’1 yillardan itibaren hizla kitlesellesmis ve giindelik yasamin
ayrilmaz bir parcasi haline gelmistir. Demokrat Parti ddneminin siyasal ve ekonomik doniisiimleri-
yabanci sermaye girisleri, hizli kentlesme ve ulusal basinin giliglenmesi- futbola da yansimis;
futbolun profesyonellesmesi ve ticarilesmesi bu siiregte ivme kazanmistir. Futbolun genis kitlelere
ulagmastyla birlikte siyasal miidahaleler artmis, ikinci ve tigiincii liglerin kurulmasiyla her ilde bir
takim olusturulmasi tesvik edilmistir. Donemin milletvekilleri, secildikleri illerin takimlarinin
profesyonel liglerde yer almasi i¢in aktif ¢caba gostermistir. 1950-1960 arasindaki Demokrat Parti
iktidarinda ise ii¢ biiyiik kuliibiin bagkanliklarinin siyasetciler tarafindan yiiriitiilmesi, futbol-siyaset
iligkisinin kurumsallasti§inin bir gostergesi olmustur (Karatas, 2014). 12 Eyliil 1980 askeri darbesi
sonrasinda futbolun, toplumsal ve siyasal gerilimlerin disavurumunu sinirlayan bir ‘emniyet supab1’
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olarak aragsallastirildigi, bu cercevede donemin iktidarlarinin futbola 6zel bir stratejik 6nem atfettigi
goriilmektedir. 1990’1 yillardan itibaren belediye baskanlarmin futbola yonelik yogun ilgisi ise,
siyaset-spor etkilesiminin yeni bir himayecilik bi¢imi altinda yeniden kurumsallastigini
gostermektedir (Zelyurt, 2014).

Yakin déonemde de Tiirkiye’de futbol ile siyaset arasindaki etkilesimi ortaya koyan gesitli
ornekler goriilmektedir. 2011 yilindaki futbolda sike sorusturmasinin ardindan futbol taraftarlarinin
gerceklestirdigi Orgiitlii protestolarin zamanla genis capli bir toplumsal harekete doniismesi,
Tiirkiye’de futbol taraftarliginin baskin ve etkili toplumsal kimlik bicimlerinden biri héline geldigini
gostermistir. Bu siireg, sosyolojik agidan degerlendirildiginde, iktidar miidahalesinin tetikledigi bir
kimlik krizine doniismiis ve o donemde devlet kurumlari ile Fenerbahge futbol kuliibii taraftarlari
arasinda belirgin bir kutuplasma yaratmustir (Zelyurt, 2014). Ozellikle 2013 yilinda yasanan Gezi
stirecinin ardindan futbol taraftarligi ile siyaset arasindaki iligkinin belirgin bicimde yogunlastig
dikkat ¢ekmistir. Once Istanbul Gezi Parkinda baslayan ve kisa siirede biitiin iilkeye yayilan
protestolarda basta Cars1 (BJK taraftar grubu) 6rneginde goriildiigii tizere gesitli futbol kuliiplerinin
taraftar gruplar1 hiikiimete yonelik tepki eylemlerine doniisen toplumsal hareketlerin igerisinde yer
almistir (Yenigirak, 2023). Bu dénemde &zellikle Istanbul’un biiyiik futbol kuliiplerinin (BJK, FB,
GYS) taraftar gruplar hiikiimeti protesto eden gosterilere destek vermis, buna karsilik Hiikiimetin
miidahalesi ve gostericilerin stadyumlara girislerinin  yasaklanmasi gibi yaptirimlarla
karsilasmiglardir (Irak, 2020).

Tiirkiye'de popiiler sporlarin basinda gelen futbolun, siyasetcilerin se¢gmenlere ulagsmasinda
onemli bir islev iistlendigi; siyasetcilerin tuttuklari takimlari kamuoyuna agiklamalar1 ya da maglara
katilmalariin segmen davranisi lizerinde olumlu etkiler yaratabildigi goriilmektedir. Bu dogrultuda
siyasetciler, futbolun toplumsal etkisinden yararlanarak segmenlerle duygusal bir bag kurmaya
calismakta; destekledikleri kuliipleri goriiniir kilma, yerel takimlarla 6zdeslesme veya basarilt
sporculari siyasal alana dahil etme gibi stratejilerle segmen destegini artirmayr hedeflemektedir
(Tastan, 2020). Son tahlilde Tirkiye’de futbol ve siyaset iligkisinin ¢ift yonlii bir etkilesim alani
dogurdugu, bu cercevede yalnizca siyasal aktorlerin sporu aragsallagtirmadigi, ayn1 zamanda spor
kuliiplerinin de kendi amag ve ¢ikarlar1 dogrultusunda siyasal destek aradigi ifade edilebilir.

Yontem

Bu c¢alisma, nicel arastirma deseni kapsaminda tasarlanan betimsel ve iliskisel tarama
modeline dayanmaktadir. Betimsel tarama modeli, ele alinan olgularin mevcut durumunun sistematik
bicimde ortaya konulmasini amaclarken (Karasar, 2005) iligkisel tarama modeli degiskenler
arasindaki iligkilerin istatistiksel olarak incelenmesine olanak tanimaktadir (Biiyiikoztirk vd., 2022).
Aragtirmada veri toplama araci olarak kullanilan anket formu, ilgili sosyolojik literatiir taranarak
olusturulmustur. Ankette cinsiyet, yas, gelir ve egitim diizeyi gibi demografik sorularin yani sira
futbol taraftarligi ve siyasal egilim iligkisini tespit etme amacini tasiyan sorular yer almaktadir.
Calismada, katilimcilarin “Taraftar gruplarin siyasette etkili olmasi1 gerektigini diisiiniiyorum”
ifadesine yonelik tutumlarini 6lgmek amaciyla 1-7 arasi Likert tipi tek maddelik bir 6l¢ek de
kullanilmistir. Olgek ifadeleri, “1= Kesinlikle Katilmiyorum ile 7= Kesinlikle Katiliyorum” arasinda
derecelendirilmistir. Bu sayede katilimcilarin ilgili ifadeye yonelik tutumlarmin daha ayrintili
bigcimde dl¢lilmesi amaglanmigtir.

Arastirmanin evrenini Nigde ili Merkez il¢esinde yasayan 18 yasini doldurmus bireyler
olusturmaktadir. Arastirma tasarimi geregi siyasal tutum ve davranisa iliskin sorulari
barmdirdigindan katilimeilarin oy kullanma ehliyetine sahip olmalar1 gerektigi diisiiniilmistiir. Bu
anlamda arastirma evrenini giincel veriler 15131nda 210.822 kisiden olusan Nigde Merkez ilgesi
se¢men kitlesi olusturmaktadir (Yiiksek Se¢im Kurulu [YSK], 2025). Evrenin tamamina ulagsmanin
maliyet, zaman ve erisilebilirlik ac¢isindan gii¢ olmasi nedeniyle arastirmada olasilikli 6rnekleme
yontemlerinden basit tesadiifi ornekleme ydntemi tercih edilmistir. Orneklem biiyiikliigii
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belirlenirken, sosyal bilimlerde yaygin olarak kullanilan ve farkli evren biiyiikliiklerine gore
orneklem sayisim hesaplamaya imkan veren formiiller (Ozdamar, 2003) dikkate alinmistir. Bu
kapsamda, %95 giiven diizeyi (Z= 1.96) ve %5 ornekleme hatasi (d= 0.05) esas alinarak yapilan
hesaplamalar sonucunda 210.822 kisilik evren i¢in yaklagik 384 kisilik bir 6rneklem biiyiikliigiiniin
yeterli temsiliyet giiciine sahip oldugu belirlenmistir. Nitekim Yazicioglu ve Erdogan (2004)
tarafindan gelistirilen 6rneklem biiyiikliigii ¢izelgesinde de 100.000’in {izerindeki evrenler i¢in +0.05
hata pay1 ve %95 giiven diizeyinde 384 kisilik orneklemin yeterli oldugu ifade edilmektedir. Bu
nedenle, arastirmada Nigde Merkez il¢esindeki segcmenleri temsil edebilecek 6rneklem biiytikligi
384 kisi olarak belirlenmistir. Ornekleme hatasmin azaltilmasi rneklem biiyiikliigiinii artirmakla
miimkiin olmakta, ancak belirli bir diizeyden sonra 6rneklem artiginin temsil giiciinii anlamli dl¢iide
degistirmedigi kabul edilmektedir (Yazicioglu & Erdogan, 2004). Ayrica, literatiirde Nigde halkinin
genel secimlerde sergiledigi siyasal egilimlerin siyasal kiiltiir ve 6zellikle segimlere katilim oranlart
bakimindan Tiirkiye genelindeki se¢im sonuglariyla biiylik dlgiide benzerlik gosterdigine iliskin
tespitler (Tirkdéz & Cosgun, 2022; Turan & Temizel, 2015) bu arastirmanin temel
motivasyonlarindan birisini olusturmustur.

Aragtirmanin  yiiriitiilmesi i¢in &ncelikle Nigde Omer Halisdemir Universitesi Etik
Kurulu’ndan gerekli onay (2025/11-16) alinmistir. Veri toplama siireci, 2025 yilinin Ekim ve Kasim
aylarinda yiiriitiilmiistiir. Veriler, hem yiiz ylize uygulanan anketler araciligiyla hem de WhatsApp,
Instagram ve diger sosyal medya platformlar {izerinden ¢evrimigi olarak paylasilan anket formu
yoluyla toplanmistir. Arastirma kapsaminda belirlenen 6rneklem yeterliligini saglayacak diizeyde
toplam 452 katilimcidan veri toplanmistir. Yapilan 6n inceleme sonucunda eksik veya hatali
dolduruldugu belirlenen formlar elenerek toplamda 444 anket degerlendirmeye alinmistir. Caligmada
gergeklestirilen ileri analizler bu veri seti lizerinden yiriitiilmiistiir. Arastirma siirecinde karsilasilan
bir sinirlilik olarak, katilimeilarin 6zellikle siyasal tutum ve egilimlerini 6lgmeye yonelik sorular
yanitlamaktan ciddi oranda kagmma egilimi gosterdikleri tespit edildiginden, g¢evrimici anket
formunda zorunlu soru uygulamasina yer verilmemistir. Bu nedenle katilimcilarin bir kismi siyasal
tutumlara iliskin bazi sorular1 (oy verilen siyasi parti, siyasal kimlik vb.) yanitsiz birakmigtir. Bu
durum, gergeklestirilen ileri diizey analizlerde her bir soruya gore toplam katilimei sayisinin
degisiklik gostermesine neden olmustur. Toplanan veriler SPSS 25 istatistik programi kullanilarak
analiz edilmistir. Analiz sonuglarmin gorsellestirilmesinde verilerin betimsel istatistiklerine ek
olarak frekans ve yiizde dagilimlarin1 gosteren tablolar kullanilmis, degiskenler arasindaki iligkinin
analizi i¢in de Ki-kare, t-testi, tek yonlii varyans (ANOVA) ve korelasyon analizleri gibi iligkisel
analiz yontemleri uygulanmigtir. Son olarak arastirma cerc¢evesinde gerceklestirilen analizlerin
sonuglar1 arastirmanin teorik baglami ve mevcut literatiir cer¢evesinde yorumlanmustir.

Bulgular

Caligmanin bu bolimiinde arastirma kapsaminda elde edilen bulgular ve s6z konusu bulgular
kullanilarak gerceklestirilen istatistiksel analizler yer almaktadir.

www.turkishstudies.net/religion



2664 Siikrii Tiirkoz

Tablo 1: Demografik Bulgular

(n) (%)
Cinsiyet Erkek 232 52,3
Kadin 212 47,7
Toplam 444 100
Yas Grubu 18-25 Yas 129 29,1
26-45 Yas 216 48,6
46+ Yas 97 21,8
Toplam 442 100
Egitim Diizeyi [kogretim 63 14,2
Lise 73 16,4
Onlisans 89 20,0
Lisans 173 39,0
Lisansiisti 43 9,7
Toplam 441 100
Aylik Gelir Diizeyi 0-40 bin TL 127 28,6
40-80 bin TL 154 34,7
80 bin TL {istii 38 8,6
Beyan yok 125 28,2
Toplam 319 100,0

Aragtirmaya katilan 444 katilimcinin cinsiyet dagilimi incelendiginde (Tablo 1), drneklemin
%352,3’liniin erkek, %47,7’sinin kadin oldugu goriilmektedir. Bu agidan Orneklem dengeli bir
dagilima sahiptir. Calismada katilimcilarin yas gruplari, sosyal bilimlerde son yillarda yaygin
bigimde bagvurulan kusaklar’ teorisinin (Strauss & Howe, 2000) dnerdigi yas araliklar1 esas alinarak
siniflandirilmistir. Yas gruplan bakimimdan katilimcilarin yaklagik yarisinin (%48,6) 26-45 yas
araligindaki bireylerden olustugu, bunu 18-25 yas araligindaki (%29,1) ve 46 yas ustii (%21,8)
bireylerin izledigi goriilmektedir. Egitim diizeyi agisindan ortaya g¢ikan dagilima bakildiginda,
orneklemde lisans mezunlariin belirgin bi¢imde baskin oldugu (%39,0); bunu 6nlisans (%20,0) ve
lise mezunlarmin (%16,4) takip ettigi goriilmektedir. ilkogretim (%14,2) ve lisansiistii egitim (%9,7)
diizeyindeki katilimcilarin oranlar ise gorece daha diisiik oranlara sahiptir. Aylik gelir diizeyine
bakildiginda katilimcilar en yiiksek oranda (%34,7) orta gelir grubunda (40 bin TL- 80 bin TL aras1)
yer almaktadir. 40 bin TL alt1 gelir grubu oran1 %28,6 iken 80 bin TL ve lizeri gelir beyan edenlerin
oran1 (%8,6) gorece diigiiktiir. Genel olarak Orneklem, diisik ve orta gelir gruplarmda
yogunlagmaktadir. Katilimeilarin 6nemli bir kism1 da (%28,2) gelir beyan etmekten kaginmustir.
Anket formunun uygulanma siirecinde cinsiyet, yas gruplari, egitim ve gelir diizeyi gibi demografik
degiskenlere ait verilerin istatistiksel analizlere elverisli sayida olmasina ve dengeli bir dagilim
gostermesine dikkat edilmistir.

7 Strauss & Howe, Millennials Rising: The Next Great Generation (2000) adli galismalarinda X kusagi yaklagik olarak
1961-1980 yillar1 arasinda, Y (Milenyum) kusagi ise yaklasik olarak 1981-2000 yillar1 arasinda doganlar olarak
tanimlanmaktadir. Z kusagi ise bu eserde dogrudan adlandiriimamakla birlikte 2000 sonras1 doganlar olarak ortiik bicimde
Y kusagmi izleyen yeni kusak seklinde ele almmmaktadir. Sosyolojik aragtirmalar genel olarak X, Y ve Z kusaklarinin
belirgin bicimde farklilastigint ortaya koymaktadir. Bu gergevede X kusagi, finansal istikrari, isyeri iligkilerini ve aile
odaklilig1 6nceleyen, teknolojiyle daha temkinli bir iligki kuran bir kusak olarak tanimlanmaktadir (Kolnhofer-Derecskei
vd.,2017). Y kusagi, dijital teknolojiler ve sosyal medyanin yiikselisiyle sekillenmis, teknoloji kullanimina yiiksek diizeyde
bagimlilik gosteren, ig-yasam dengesi, esneklik ve anlam odakli istihdama 6nem veren ilk dijital yerli kusak olarak 6ne
cikmaktadir. Z kusag ise dijital teknolojilerle i¢ ice dogmus, ¢evrimigi platformlarda yetkin, yeni teknolojileri hizla
benimseyen ve is ile egitim siireglerinde esneklik ve amag arayisini 6nceleyen bir kusak olarak degerlendirilmektedir
(Wandhe, 2024).
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Tablo 2: Futbol Taraftarligina liskin Bulgular

(n) (%)
Desteklenen Takim Takim tutmuyor 69 15,5
Galatasaray (GS) 168 37,8
Fenerbahce (FB) 106 23,9
Besiktas (BJK) 84 18,9
Diger 17 3,8
Toplam 444 100
Annenin Tuttugu Takim Besiktas (BJK) 44 9,9
Fenerbahce (FB) 62 14,0
Galatasaray (GS) 104 23,4
Takim tutmuyor 224 50,5
Diger 7 2,2
Toplam 441 100
Babanin Tuttugu Takim Besiktas (BJK) 63 14,2
Fenerbahge (FB) 98 22,1
Galatasaray (GS) 119 26,8
Takim tutmuyor 146 32,9
Diger 12 4,0
Toplam 438 100
Taraftar Gruplarma Uyelik Evet 42 9,5
Hayir 401 90,5
Toplam 444 100
Maglara Gitme Sikhgi Hig gitmem 287 64,6
Nadiren giderim 130 29,3
Sikca giderim / Kombine 27 6,1
sahibiyim
Toplam 444 100
Sosyal Medyada Takim Hesaplarim Takip Evet 215 48,5
Etme
Hay1r 229 51,5
Toplam 444 100

Arastirmadan elde edilen bulgular (Tablo 2), futbol taraftarliginin aile yapisi ile yakindan
iligkili oldugunu gostermektedir. Katilimcilar en yiiksek oranda (%37,8) Galatasaray’1 desteklerken
bunu Fenerbahce (%23,9) ve Besiktas (%18,9) takip etmektedir. Katilimcilarin %15,5°1 herhangi bir
takimi tutmadigini belirtmistir. Diger takimlar (%4) kategorisinde ise ¢esitli Anadolu takimlarini
(Kayserispor, Konyaspor, Adanaspor, Samsunspor, Nigde Belediyespor vb.) destekledigini belirten
kattlimcilar yer almaktadir. Futbol taraftarligi bakimindan 6nemli goriilen aile etkisi 6zellikle
annelerin ve babalarin takim tercihlerinde farklilagmaktadir. Annelerin yaridan fazlasi takim
tutmadigini ifade ederken (%50,5), babalarda bu oran goérece daha diisiiktiir (%32,9). Babalarin
¢ogunlugu (%63,1) ti¢ kuliipten (GS, FB, BJK) birini desteklemektedir. Taraftar gruplarina aktif
tiyelik oran1 (%9,5) oldukga diisiiktiir. Bu durum taraftarligin 6rgiitlii bigimden ¢ok bireysel diizeyde
yasandigina isaret etmektedir. Benzer sekilde, katilimcilarin biiyiik cogunlugu (%64,6) maglara hig
gitmedigini belirtmistir. Bu agidan taraftarlik baglaminda futbol maglarimi diizenli olarak takip
edenlerin oranmi oldukg¢a diigiiktiir (%6,1). Bununla birlikte, katilimcilarin yaklasik yarisi (%438,5)
destekledikleri takimin sosyal medya hesaplarimi takip etmektedir. Bu bulgular, futbol taraftarliginin
genis bir tabana yayildigim1 ancak aktif stadyum katilimi ve oOrgiitlii taraftarlik diizeyinin diisiik
seviyede kaldigimi gostermektedir. Bu baglamda toplumsal diizeyde futbol taraftarliginin daha ¢ok
giindelik hayat ve dijital mecralar lizerinden siirdiiriildiigii ifade edilebilir.

Katilmeilarin -~ futbol taraftarligimin  cinsiyet degiskenine gore farklilik gosterip
gostermedigini belirlemek amaciyla gergeklestirilen analizin sonucunda (Ki-kare: 27,695, sd: 4, p:
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0,000), cinsiyet ile futbol takim taraftarlig1 arasinda istatistiksel olarak anlamli bir iliski oldugu tespit
edilmistir. Bu kapsamda kadinlarda takim tutmayanlarin orani (%24,1) belirgin bigimde yiiksektir.
Oyle ki kadinlar arasinda takim tutmayan katilimcilarin orani erkeklerin (%7,8) yaklasik ii¢ katidir.
Hem erkekler hem kadinlar arasinda en fazla desteklenen takim Galatasaray’ken erkeklerde
Fenerbahge ve Besiktag taraftarligi kadinlara goére daha yaygindir. Bu bulgulara gore futbol
taraftarliginin toplumsal cinsiyetle iligkili bir olgu oldugu ve erkeklerin futbolla daha yiiksek diizeyde
ifade edilebilir.

Tablo 3: Yas Grubu-Taraftarlik liskisi

Yas Grubu Takim Tutmuyor GS FB BJK Diger Toplam
18-25 Yas %16,3 %36,4 %240 %194 %39 %100
(26-45 Yas %13,9 %384 %245 %181  %5,1 %100
46+ Yas %16,5 9%39,2  %22,7  %20,6  %1,0 %100
Toplam %15,2 %38,0 %240  %19,0 %3,8 %100

Tablo 3, yas gruplar ile katilimcilar tarafindan desteklenen takimlarin dagilim oranlarini (%)
gostermektedir. Yas gruplart bakimindan katilimcilarin  destekledigi takimlarin oranlarina
bakildiginda genel olarak benzer bir dagilim goriilmektedir. Verilerin dagilimindan tim yas
gruplarinda Galatasaray’in en yiiksek oranda desteklenen takim oldugu, onu Fenerbahge ve
Besiktas’in izledigi anlasilmaktadir. Geng (18-25) ve orta yas (26-45) gruplarinda takim
tutmayanlarin oram birbirine yakinken, 46 yas iizeri grupta bu oran (%16,5) biraz daha yiiksektir.
“Diger takim” destegi tiim yas gruplarinda oldukga diistiktiir. Yas gruplan ile desteklenen futbol
takimi arasindaki iligkiyi incelemek amaciyla gerceklestirilen Ki-kare analizi sonucunda, degiskenler
arasinda istatistiksel olarak anlamli bir iligki olmadig tespit edilmistir (Ki-kare: 3,792; sd: 8; p:
0,875). Bu gercevede yas degiskeninin katilimcilarin takim tercihleri {izerinde farklilik yaratan bir
etkisi olmadig1 soylenebilir.

Tablo 4: Egitim Diizeyi-Taraftarlik iliskisi

Desteklenen Takim Ilkogretim Lise Onlisans Lisans Lisansiistii
Takim Tutmuyor %36,5 %19,2  %13,5 %9,8 %7,0

GS %33,3 %32,9 %382 %41,0 %34.,9

FB %14,3 %20,5 %28,1 %27,7 %20,9
BJK %15.,9 %23,3 %18,0 %16,8 %27.,9
Diger %0,0 %4,1 %2,2 %4,6 %9,3
Toplam %100 %100 %100 %100 %100

Analiz sonuglarina gore katilimcilarin destekledikleri futbol takimi ile egitim diizeyleri
arasinda anlamli bir iligki bulunmaktadir (Ki Kare: 40,129, df: 16, p: 0,001). Bu baglamda ilkdgretim
mezunu katilimeilarin en yiiksek oranlarda takim tutmayanlar (%36,5) ve Galatasaray (%33,3)
taraftarlarindan olustugu goriilmektedir (Tablo 4). Ilkdgretim mezunu Besiktas (%15,9) ve
Fenerbahge (%14,3) taraftarlarinin orani ise birbirine yakin agirlikta ve nispeten diigiik oranlardadir.
Lise mezuniyeti diizeyinde ii¢ biiyiik takimin gorece dengeli bir dagilim sergiledigi, 6zellikle
Galatasaray taraftarlarinin (%32,9) bu grupta yine en yliksek oranda temsil edildigi goriilmektedir.
Onlisans diizeyinde Galatasaray (%38,2) ve Fenerbahce (%28,1) taraftarlariin oranlar1 artarken,
takim tutmayanlarin orant %13,5’e diismektedir. Lisans diizeyinde bu egilim daha da gii¢lenmekte,
Galatasaray (%41,0) ve Fenerbahge (%27,7) taraftarlar1 baskin konuma gelirken takim tutmayanlarmn
oran1 %9,8’e gerilemektedir. Lisansiistl kategoride ise dagilim yeniden ¢esitlenmekte, Galatasaray
taraftarlar1 %34,9 ile en yiliksek oram1 korurken Besiktas taraftarlarinin oram1 %27,9’a
yiikselmektedir; Fenerbahge ise %20,9 ile daha diisiik bir temsil diizeyine sahiptir. Bulgular genel
olarak degerlendirildiginde, egitim diizeyi yiikseldik¢e Galatasaray ve Fenerbahce taraftarlarinin
daha yogun sekilde temsil edildigi, Besiktas taraftarlarinin ise egitim diizeyleri arasinda daha dengeli
bir dagilima sahip oldugu sOylenebilir. Bununla beraber ilging bir bulgu olarak, katilimcilarin egitim
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diizeyi yiikseldikge taraftarlik kimliginin daha belirgin hale geldigi goriilmektedir. Baska bir ifadeyle
egitim diizeyi arttikga takim tutmayanlarin orani dikkat g¢ekici bi¢imde diismektedir. Bu durum
egitimli bireylerde sporla ve 6zellikle futbolla kurulan temas ile futbol kiiltiiriiniin giderek artmasi
sonucunda taraftarli§in sosyal bir kimlik unsuru olarak daha belirgin bigcimde benimsenmesi seklinde
yorumlanabilir.

Tablo 5: Gelir Diizeyi-Taraftarlik Iliskisi

Gelir Diizeyi Takim Tutmuyor  GS FB BJK Diger Toplam
40 bin TL alt1 %18.,9 %40,9  %20,5  %I18,9  %0,8 %100
40-80 bin TL %6,5 %39,0  %30,5  %l17,5 %6,5 %100
80 bin TL iistii %5.,3 %34,2  %39,5  %21,1 %0,0 %100
Toplam %I11,3 %39,2  %27,6  %l18,5 %3.,4 %100

Katilimcilarin gelir diizeyi (gelir beyan etmeyen katilimecilar analiz disinda tutulmustur) ile
desteklenen futbol takimi degiskenleri arasinda anlaml bir iliski bulunmaktadir (Ki-kare: 24,257,
sd:8, p: 0,002). Tablo 5 incelendiginde, gelir gruplarina gore takim tercihlerinin belirgin bigimde
farklilastig1 goriilmektedir. Bu agidan diisiik gelir grubunda (40 bin TL alt1) Galatasaray taraftarligi
en yliksek orana sahipken (%40,9), orta gelir grubunda (40-80 bin TL) takim tutmama oraniin
belirgin bigimde diistigii (%6,5) ve oOzellikle Fenerbahge (%30,5) ile Galatasaray (%39,0)
taraftarliginin bu grupta 6ne c¢iktig1 goriilmektedir. Yiiksek gelir grubunda (80 bin TL distii) ise
Fenerbahge taraftarligimin (%39,5) diger takimlara kiyasla daha yiiksek oranda oldugu dikkat
¢ekmektedir. Takim tutmadigini beyan eden katilimeilarin oranlar ise gelir diizeyi arttikga giderek
azalmaktadir. Bagka bir deyisle, gelir diizeyi arttikga takim tutmama egiliminin azaldigi ifade
edilebilir. Bu durum, sosyolojik acidan degerlendirildiginde, alt gelir gruplarinda yer alan bireylerin
yasamlarii siirdirmeye yonelik ekonomik kaygilarla mesgulken, futbol ve takim taraftarligina
iligkin alg1 ve ilgilerinin gérece olarak ikinci planda kaldig1 seklinde yorumlanabilir.

Arastirmada katilimcilarin taraftari olduklari takima gore magclara gitme sikliklar1 arasindaki
iligki de incelenmis ve bu iki degisken arasinda istatistiksel olarak anlamli bir iliski oldugu
gorlilmustir (Ki kare: 31,337, sd: 6, p: 0,000). Bu anlamda takim tutmayan bireylerin biiyiik
cogunlugu (%92,8) beklenebilecegi lizere hi¢ maga gitmemekte, bu da takim aidiyeti duygusunun
stadyum taraftarligi i¢in belirleyici bir etken oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir. Katilimcilar arasinda
Fenerbahge taraftarlari diizenli olarak maglara katilim (%10,4) agisindan en yiiksek orana sahip grup
olarak one ¢ikarken, Besiktag taraftarlarinda nadiren macga gitme orani gorece yiiksektir (%36,9).
Galatasaray taraftarlari ise daha ¢ok hi¢ gitmeyen (%65,5) ve nadiren giden (%29,8) kategorilerinde
yogunlagmaktadir. Genel bulgulara bakildiginda (Tablo 2), katilimeilarin {igte ikisinin (%64,6) hig
maca gitmedigi goriilmekte ve bu durum futbola ilginin yiiksek olmasina karsin stadyumda mag
izleme aligkanliginin oldukc¢a nadir goriilen bir davranis bi¢imi oldugunu gostermektedir.
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Tablo 6: Siyasal Kimlik ve Siyasal Egilimlere liskin Bulgular

(m) (%)
Siyasal Kimlik Milliyetci 179 40,3
Mubhafazakar 59 13,3
Sosyal Demokrat 65 14,6
Apolitik / Tarafsiz 37 83
Diger 35 79
Goriis Belirtmeyen 69 15,5
Toplam 444 100
Siyasete ilgi Diizeyi Hig ilgim yoktur 124 27,9
Cok az ilgiliyim 97 21,8
Biraz ilgiliyim 133 30,0
Oldukea ilgiliyim 66 149
Cok ilgiliyim 24 54
Toplam 444 100
Siyasi Parti Uyeligi Evet 31 7,0
Hayir 413 93,0
Toplam 444 100
Son Genel Secimde Oy Verilen Parti® Cevap Vermek Istemiyorum 162 374
Oy Kullanmadim 94 21,7
Cumbhur Ittifaki 96 22,2
Millet Ittifaki 81 18,7
Toplam 433 100

Arastirma kapsaminda katilimcilara yoneltilen siyasal kimlik, siyasete ilgi diizeyi, siyasi
parti iiyeligi ve oy verme davranmigina iliskin sorulara verilen yanitlarin dagilimi tablo 6’da
goriilmektedir. Siyasal kimlik kategorisinde katilimcilarin en bilylik boliimiini milliyetgiler (%40,3)
olusturmakta, onlar1 sosyal sirasiyla sosyal demokratlar (%14,6) ve muhafazakarlar (%13,3) takip
etmektedir. “Diger” (%7,9) kategorisinde ise kendisini ‘“‘Atatiirk¢li/Kemalist, liberal,
sosyalist/komiinist, sekiiler, Islamc1 vb.” gibi sayica azinlikta ancak olduk¢a ¢esitli siyasal
kimliklerle tanimlayan katilimecilar yer almaktadir. Siyasal kimlik sorusuna karsi temkinli yaklasan
ve bu konuda “gdriis belirtmeyen” katilimcilar ise oldukga yiiksek bir orana (%15,5) sahiptir.
Belirtmek gerekir ki Tiirkiye’de siyaset temal1 alan aragtirmalarinda, katilimcilarin siyasal kimlik ve
oy tercihini igeren sorulara yanit verme konusunda ¢ogunlukla c¢ekingen davrandiklari sikca
gbzlemlenen bir durumdur.

Siyasete ilgi diizeyi acisindan bakildiginda, katilimcilarin %30’u “biraz ilgiliyim”, “hi¢ ilgim
yoktur” (%27,9) ve “gok az ilgiliyim” (%21,9) kategorilerinde yogunlasmaktadir. “Oldukca
ilgiliyim” (%14,9) ve “cok ilgiliyim” diyenlerin oram (%5.,4) ise nispeten diisiik diizeylerdedir.
Katilimeilarin siyasi parti tiyeligi ise oldukga diisiik bir diizeydedir (%7,0). “Son genel se¢imlerde
hangi partiye oy verdiniz” seklindeki soruya verilen yanitlarin dagilimina bakildiginda, oy verme
davraniglarinda katilimeilar dikkat ¢ekici bigimde yiiksek oranlarla bu soruya yanit vermek
istemedigini (%37,4) veya oy kullanmadigin (%21,7) beyan etmislerdir. Oy kullanmadigini beyan
eden katilimcilari 2023 yilinda yapilan son genel secimlerde heniiz 18 yasini doldurmadigi i¢in oy
kullanma ehliyetine sahip olmayan gen¢ katilimcilardan olustugu diisiiniilmektedir. Diger yandan

8 14 Mayis 2023 tarihinde gerceklestirilen son milletvekili genel secimlerinde katilimcilarin oy tercihlerine iligkin
bulgularin gosterilmesinde se¢im ittifaklar1 esas alinarak bir siniflandirmaya gidilmistir. Bu kapsamda katilimcilarin oy
tercihi olarak belirttigi siyasi partilerden Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi (AK Parti), Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi (MHP), Biiyiik
Birlik Partisi (BBP) ve Yeniden Refah Partisi (YRP) “Cumhur ittifaki” kategorisi altinda birlikte degerlendirilmistir.
Benzer sekilde Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi (CHP), Y1 Parti, Saadet Partisi, Gelecek Partisi gibi partiler “Millet ittifaki”
kategorisine dahil edilerek analiz edilmistir. Katilimcilarin oy verdiklerini belirttigi ancak istatistiksel agidan elverisli
olmayacak derecede kiigiik oranlara sahip “diger” siyasi partiler ise analiz kapsam1 diginda tutulmustur.
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daha once ifade edildigi tizere katilimcilarin énemli bir kisminin oy kullanma davranisina iliskin
soruya yanit vermekten kagindigi anlasilmaktadir.

Tablo 7: Yas Grubu-Siyasal Kimlik iliskisi

Yas Grubu Milliyet¢ci Muhafazakar Sosyal Demokrat Apolitik/Tarafsiz Toplam
18-25 yas %75,8 %7,6 %13,6 %3.0 %100
26—45 yas %44,5 %24,2 %29,7 %1,6 %100
46+ yas %52,5 %27,1 %18,6 %1,7 %100
Genel Toplam %54,5 %20,6 %22,9 %2,0 %100

Arastirma kapsaminda gerceklestirilen analiz sonucuna gore katilimeilarin yas gruplari ile
siyasal kimlikleri arasinda anlamli bir iligki tespit edilmistir (Ki-kare: 21,338, sd: 6, p: 0.002). Bu
cercevede, geng katilimcilar (18-25 yas) arasinda milliyetci kimlik agik bigimde baskindir (%75,8).
Orta yas grubu (26-45), hem muhafazakar hem de sosyal demokrat kimliklerin en yogun bi¢imde
goriildiigii gruptur. Ileri yas grubu (46+) ise belirgin bicimde milliyet¢i ve muhafazakar yonelimlerin
hakim oldugu bir grup olarak goriinmektedir (Tablo 7). Genel olarak, tiim yas gruplarinda en yaygin
siyasal kimligin milliyet¢ilik oldugu, sosyal demokrat ve muhafazakar kimliklerin en ¢ok orta yas
grubunda yogunlastigi, apolitik/tarafsiz kimligin tiim yas gruplarinda diisiik diizeyde seyrettigi
goriilmektedir. Muhafazakarlik orani ise yas ilerledikce belirli 6l¢iide artmaktadir.

Tablo 8: Taraftarhik-Siyasal Kimlik Iliskisi
Milliyet¢i Muhafazakir Sosyal Dem. Apolitik/Tarafsiz  Diger Toplam

Takim %37,3 %22,0 %22,0 %8,5 %10,2 %100
Tutmuyor

GS %50,0 %15,9 %14,5 %8,7 %10,9 %100
FB %352,7 %I11,8 %17,2 %9,7 %8,6 %100
BJK %41.,4 %15,7 %20,0 %15,7 %7,1 %100
Toplam %46,9 %15,8 %17,5 %10,3 %9,4 %100

Arastirmanin temelde yanit aradigi “bireylerin siyasal kimlikleri ile futbol taraftarliklari
arasinda iligki bulunmakta midir?”” sorusu dogrultusunda katilimeilarin futbol taraftarligi ile siyasal
kimlikleri arasindaki iligkiyi test etmek iizere yapilan Ki-kare analizi, s6z konusu degiskenler
arasinda istatistiksel olarak anlamli bir iliski bulunmadigini gostermektedir (Ki-kare: 7,855; sd: 12,
p: 0.796). Siyasal kimlik ve taraftarlik iliskisini gosteren dagilimlara bakildiginda (Tablo 8)
katilimcilarin destekledikleri takimlar bazinda siyasal kimliklerinin birbirine yakin oranlarda ve
nispeten dengeli bir dagilima sahip oldugu agik¢a goriilmektedir. istisnai drnekler (GS taraftarlarinda
“muhafazakar” kimlik oran1 (%15,9) ikinci siradadir, takim tutmayanlarda ise “muhafazakarlik” ile
“sosyal demokratlik™ esit oranlara (%22) sahiptir) olmakla beraber hemen tiim takim taraftarlarinda
ve takim tutmadigini beyan eden katilimcilarda en yiiksek oranda milliyet¢i kimlik agirliktayken,
onu sirastyla sosyal demokratlik, muhafazakarlik ve apolitik/tarafsiz kimlik beyan1 birbirine yakin
oranlarda takip etmektedir. Bu agidan katilimcilarin siyasal kimlik bilincinin, futbol takim aidiyeti
degiskeninden bagimsiz olarak sekillendigi ve bu manada futbol taraftarliginin katilimcilarin siyasal
kimlikleri agisindan ayristirict bir etken olmadigi ifade edilebilir.
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Tablo 9: Taraftarlik-Siyasete ilgi Diizeyi iliskisi

Siyasete ilgi Diizeyi Takim Tutmuyor GS FB BJK Toplam
Hig ilgim yoktur %36,2 %?25,0 %26,4 %333 %28.8
Cok az ilgiliyim %27,5 %19,0 %21,7 %19,0  %21,1
Biraz ilgiliyim %15,9 %39,9 %33,0 %179  %30,0
Oldukea ilgiliyim %15,9 %12,5 %12,3 %20,2 %14,5
Cok ilgiliyim %4,3 %3,6 %6,6 %9,5 %S5,6
Toplam %100 %100 %100 %100 %100

Arastirma kapsaminda katilimeilarin futbol taraftarligs ile siyasete ilgi diizeyi degiskenleri
arasindaki iliski de analiz edilmistir. Bu acidan katilimeilarin taraftarlik kimlikleri ile siyasete ilgi
diizeyleri arasinda anlamli bir iligki bulunmaktadir (Ki-kare: 26,07, sd: 12, p = 0,010). Bulgulara
gore (Tablo 9), GS ve FB taraftarlar1 cogunlukla “Biraz ilgiliyim” kategorisinde yogunlasirken, BJK
taraftarlar “Cok ilgiliyim” ve “Oldukgca ilgiliyim” kategorilerinde daha yiiksek oranlara sahiptir. Bu
acidan BJK taraftarlarinin siyasete ilgi diizeylerinin gorece yiiksek oldugu goriilmektedir. Takim
tutmayanlar ise biiyiikk Ol¢lide “Hig¢ ilgim yoktur” (%36,2) ve “Cok az ilgiliyim” (%27,5)
kategorilerinde yer almaktadir.

Tablo 10: Taraftarlik-Oy Tercihi liskisi

Oy Verilen Siyasi Parti Takim Tutmuyor GS FB BJK Toplam
Cevap Vermek istemiyorum %34,8 %374 %419  %35,8 %37,8
Oy Kullanmadim %36,2 %16,0  %20,0 %247 %220
Cumbhur ittifaki %18,8 %25,8  %17,1  %19,8 %213
Millet ittifaka %10,1 %20,9 %21,0  %19,8  %18,9
Toplam %100 %100 %100 %100 %100

Tablo 10, Katilimcilarn futbol taraftarlik kimligi ile son genel se¢imlerde oy verilen siyasi
parti tercihi arasindaki oransal dagilimi gostermektedir. Genel olarak tiim gruplarda “Cevap vermek
istemiyorum” seceneginin en yiiksek oranlara sahip olmasi dikkat cekmektedir. Ozellikle FB
taraftarlarinda bu oran %41,9 ile en yiiksek diizeydedir. Takim tutmayan katilimcilarda “oy
kullanmadim” seceneginin %36,2 gibi yiiksek bir orana sahip olmasi, bu grupta siyasal katilimin
diger taraftar gruplarina gore daha diisiik oldugunu gostermektedir. Bu oran, BJK taraftarlarinda
%24,7, FB taraftarlarinda %20,0 ve GS taraftarlarinda %16,0 olarak daha diisiik diizeylerdedir.
Ittifaklar acisindan bakildiginda, GS taraftarlariin AK Parti/MHP &nciiliigiindeki Cumhur ittifaki
kategorisinde %25,8 ile en yiiksek orana sahip olmasi, bu grubun Cumhur ittifakina daha fazla
yoneldigini gostermektedir. Buna karsilik FB taraftarlari ile GS ve BJK taraftarlari birbirine yakin
oranlarla CHP onciiliigiindeki Millet ittifakini tercih etmistir (%21,0; %20,9; %19,8). Genel olarak
degerlendirildiginde bu dagilim taraftarlik aidiyetinin katilimcilarin siyasi parti tercihlerinde belirgin
bir farklilasma yaratmadigimi gostermektedir. Bu konuda olas1 farklilik iliskisini tespit etmek
amaciyla gergeklestirilen analizin sonucuna (Ki-kare: 13,356, sd: 9, p = 0,147) gore de katilimcilarin
destekledigi futbol takimi ile oy verdikleri parti arasinda istatistiksel olarak anlamli bir iligki
bulunmamistir. Baska bir ifadeyle, futbol takimi taraftarlig: katilimcilar tarafindan parti tercihlerini
etkileyen bir faktor olarak goriillmemektedir.
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Tablo 11: Taraftarlik ve Siyaset iliskisine Dair Diisiinceler

n %
Taraftarhgim Siyasi Tercihlerimi Etkiler Evet 13 3,0
Hayir 396 89,5
Emin Degilim 32 7,5
Toplam 441 100
Taraftar Gruplarimn Siyasi Durusu Oldugunu Evet 111 25,0
Diisiiniiyorum
Hayir 238 53,6
Emin Degilim 93 20,9
Toplam 442 100
Taraftar Gruplan Siyasette Etkili Olmahdir 1- Kesinlikle Katilmiyorum 267 61,4
2 22 5,1
3 30 6,9
4 39 9,0
5 16 3,7
6 6 1,4
7- Kesinlikle Katiliyorum 55 12,6
Toplam 435 100
Ort.: 2,43 Std.Sap.: 2,14

Katilimcilarin “futbol taraftarli§i ve siyaset iliskisine” dair diisiinceleri kapsaminda elde
edilen arastirma bulgularina gore (Tablo 11), katilimcilarin biiylik ¢ogunlugu taraftarligin kendi
siyasi tercihlerine dogrudan bir etkisi olmadiginmi belirtmistir (%89,5). Bununla birlikte, her dort
katilimcidan biri taraftar gruplarinin belirli bir siyasi durusa sahip oldugunu diisiindiigiini ifade
etmektedir (%25,0). Bu durum, bireysel tercihler tizerinde etkisi diisiik olsa da taraftar gruplarinin
toplumsal algida belirli bir siyasal konumla iligkilendirildigini gostermektedir. Ayrica, “taraftar
gruplarinin siyasette etkili olmasi gerektigine” iliskin tutumlar incelendiginde, katilimcilarin ¢ok
biiyiik bir boliimiiniin bu goriise karsi oldugu goriilmektedir: Katilimcilarm %61,4’i “kesinlikle
katilmiyorum” segenegini isaretlerken yalmizca %12,6’s1 “kesinlikle katiliyorum” demistir. Bu
bulgular, katilimcilar nezdinde futbol taraftarlarinin siyasete dogrudan miidahil olmasia yo6nelik
genel bir isteksizlik oldugunu, ancak taraftar gruplarmin toplumda siyasi bir kimlikle
algilanabildigini de ortaya koymaktadir. Bununla birlikte katilimcilar genel olarak taraftar
gruplariin siyasetten uzak kalmasi gerektigi yoniinde giiclii bir egilim sergilemektedir. Zira
“Taraftar gruplarinin siyasette etkili olmasi gerektigini diisiiniiyorum” ifadesine ait ortalama degerin
(7 tam puan iizerinden ort: 2,43) olgegin alt smirina yakin olmasi, taraftarlarin siyasette rol
istlenmesine yonelik diisiik bir destek oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir. Ayrica standart sapmanin
yiiksek olmasi (2,14), katilimcilar arasinda goriislerin farklilastigini, bu konuda katilimecilarin
homojen olmayan egilimlerde bulundugunu da gdstermektedir.

Katilimcilarin destekledikleri takima gore “taraftar gruplarinin siyasette etkili olmasi
gerektigi” diisiincesi arasindaki iligkiyi test etmek amaciyla uygulanan tek yonlii varyans analizi
(ANOVA) sonucuna gore katilimcilar anlamli bigimde farklilasmistir (F: 2.885, p:0,035).
Gergeklestirilen post hoc (Tukey HSD) testi sonucuna gore, BJK taraftarlari (ort: 2.99) ile GS (ort:
2.23) ve FB (ort: 2.22) taraftarlar1 arasinda anlamli bir fark bulunmaktadir. Bu agidan BJK taraftarlari
“taraftar gruplarmin siyasette etkili olmasi1 gerektigi” ifadesinde diger gruplardan farklilasmakta ve
bu goriise daha yiiksek diizeyde katilmaktadir. Bununla birlikte ifade toplam degeri (7) dikkate
almdiginda biitiin gruplarda ortalama degerlerin oldukga diisiikk (4’iin altinda) diizeylerde olmasi,
katilimcilarin genel olarak “taraftar gruplarimin siyasette etkili olmasi disiincesine” mesafeli
yaklagtigimi gostermektedir. Benzer bigimde cinsiyet bagimsiz degiskeni agisindan da taraftar
gruplarimin siyasette etkili olmasi gerektigine iliskin diisiince noktasinda anlamli bigimde
farklilasmadigi goriilmektedir (t: 0,837, df: 433, p: 0,403). Bu acidan hem kadin (ort: 2.52) hem de
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erkek (ort: 2.35) katilimeilar “taraftar gruplarinin siyasette etkili olmasi gerektigi” seklindeki yargiya
olumsuz yaklagmaktadir.

Tartisma ve Sonuc¢

Bu c¢alisma, giiniimiiziin en popiiler spor dallarindan biri olan futbol ile siyaset arasindaki
iliskiyi, futbol taraftarlifi odaginda ve sosyolojik bir baglamda incelemeyi amaglamaktadir. Bu
cercevede arastirma, futbol-siyaset iligskisine dair mevcut literatiire sinirli da olsa 6zgiin bir katki
sunmay1 hedeflemektedir. Ayrica ¢alisma, Tiirkiye’de futbol ile siyaset arasindaki iliskiye yonelik
yaygin algilarin ve popiiler kabullerin bilimsel bir perspektiften sorgulanarak degerlendirilmesine
imkan tanimay1 amaglamaktadir.

Tiirkiye’de 6zellikle son yillarda gerek medyada gerekse toplumsal alanda sporun, 6zellikle
de futbolun, siyasal aktorler ve siyasal kurumlarla yakin iliskiler i¢inde olduguna dair tartismalarin
yogunlastig1 goriilmektedir. Hem diinyada hem de Tiirkiye’de en popiiler spor dallarinin baginda
gelen futbol, spor-siyaset iligkisinin en goriiniir ve tartigmali1 alanlarindan birini olusturmaktadir. Bu
baglamda c¢alisma, Tiirkiye’de kamuoyunda siklikla giindeme gelen futbol-siyaset iliskisini,
literatiirde yaygin bigcimde ele alinan teorik yaklasimlari da géz Onlinde bulundurarak, saha
arastirmasina dayali yeni ve farkli ampirik veriler 1s18inda incelemeyi amaglamistir.

Arastirma kapsaminda 6zgiin ve dikkat ¢ekici baz1 bulgulara ulagilmistir. Bulgular, Nigde ili
6zelinde en yliksek oranda desteklenen futbol kuliibiiniin Galatasaray oldugunu, bu kuliibii sirasiyla
Fenerbahge ve Besiktag’in takip ettigini gostermektedir. Ayrica, Nigde’de bireysel diizeyde futbol
takimi taraftarligl yaygin bir olgu olmakla birlikte, bireylerin aktif taraftar gruplarina iiyelik
oranlarinin oldukga diisiik oldugu tespit edilmistir. Benzer sekilde, taraftarlarin gerek destekledikleri
kuliiplerin gerekse diger takimlarin maglarina stadyumda bizzat katilim diizeylerinin oldukga sinirl
oldugu goriilmektedir. Buna karsilik, futbol taraftarliginin dijital mecralarda olduk¢a giiglii bir
bicimde takip edildigi sdylenebilir. Taraftarlarin sosyal medya platformlari iizerinden destekledikleri
takimlara iligkin icerikleri takip etme ve bu takimlarin dijital hesaplarini izleme oranlarinin yiiksek
oldugu belirlenmistir. Bu a¢idan, son yillarda dijitallesmenin ve sosyal medyanin birgok olguda
oldugu gibi futbol taraftarligi lizerinde de yaygin bir etkiye sahip oldugu ifade edilebilir. Calismanin
dikkat cekici bulgularindan bir digeri ise egitim diizeyi ile taraftarlik kimligi arasindaki iliskidir.
Bulgular, egitim diizeyinin artmasiyla birlikte taraftarlik kimliginin daha belirgin hale geldigini, buna
karsilik egitim diizeyi diistiikce bireylerin futbol takimlarini destekleme konusundaki ilgilerinin
azaldigim1 gostermektedir. Bu sonug, futbol taraftarliginin sosyolojik dinamiklerinin demografik
degiskenlerle birlikte degerlendirilmesi gerektigine isaret etmektedir.

Futbol ve siyaset iliskisi odaginda elde edilen verilere bakildiginda, arastirma sonuglari
futbolun tarihsel ve kuramsal olarak siyasetle yogun etkilesim icinde bir alan olmasina ragmen,
bireysel diizeyde taraftarlik kimliginin siyasal kimlik ve oy verme davranisi {izerinde belirleyici bir
faktor olmadigini géstermektedir. Bu gercevede, 6zellikle sosyal medyada ve popiiler séylemlerde
siklikla dile getirilen “belirli takimlarin homojen siyasal egilimlere sahip oldugu” yoniindeki
genellemelerin ampirik olarak dogrulanmadigini ortaya koymaktadir. Ote yandan katilimcilarin
futbol taraftarligi ile siyasete ilgi diizeyi arasinda tespit edilen anlamli iliski, futbolun siyasal
farkindalik ve ilgi iizerinde dolayli bir etki alani olusturabilecegine isaret etmektedir. Bu anlamda
taraftarlik, bireylerin siyasal tercihleri lizerinde dogrudan etki edemese de siyasal tartigmalara
katilma, sosyo-politik giindemi takip etme ve siyasal meselelerle iliski kurma agisindan oldukga
islevsel bir kiiltiirel zemin saglayabilmektedir. Bununla birlikte katilimeilarin biiyiik gogunlugunun
taraftar gruplarin siyasette etkili olmas1 gerektigi fikrine kars1 ¢ikmasi, futbolun siyasal alandan
gorece 6zerk kalmasi yoniinde giiclii bir toplumsal egilimin varligina isaret etmektedir.

Bu ¢alisma futbol ile siyaset arasindaki iligkiyi yerel diizeyde ve sinirhi bir 6rneklemden elde
edilen verilere dayanarak analiz etmeyi denemistir. Bu nedenle, aragtirma kapsaminda elde edilen
bulgularin genellestirilmesi bilimsel acidan miimkiin ve dogru da olmamakla birlikte, elde edilen
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verilerin toplumsal gergekligin belirli bir boyutunu kismen de olsa goriiniir kildig1 s6ylenebilir. Bu
cergevede, zaman zaman popiiler giindemi mesgul eden futbol taraftarlig: ile siyasal taraftarlik
arasindaki iliskinin daha saglikli bicimde degerlendirilebilmesi icin benzer calismalarin farkl
sehirlerde ve ulusal dlgekte tekrarlanmasi yararli olacaktir. Ozellikle Tiirkiye’de belirli bolgelerde
ve sehirlerde belirli takimlar1 destekleyen taraftar gruplarimin kendine has siyasal egilimlere sahip
olup olmadiginin tespit edilmesi, literatiire 6zgiin ve karsilastirmali bulgular kazandirabilir. Bununla
birlikte, bu aragtirmanin en 6nemli sonuclarindan biri, siyasal giindemin goérece duragan oldugu
donemlerde herhangi bir aktif taraftar grubuna mensup olmayan, futbolu giindelik yasamda daha ¢ok
popiiler bir eglence bi¢imi olarak takip eden taraftarlarin futbol ile siyaset arasindaki iliskiye mesafeli
bir tutum sergilediklerinin ortaya konulmasi olmustur.

Son tahlilde bulgular futbol ile siyaset arasindaki iliskinin ¢ok boyutlu, degisken ve popiiler
genellemelerle uyusmayan bir iliski olarak degerlendirilmesinin daha dogru oldugunu
gostermektedir. Bu nedenle ileride yapilacak galismalarda arastirmacilarin farkli sehirleri veya farkli
lig diizeylerini kapsayan, ulusal capta daha genis bir 6rnekleme dayanan, belirli taraftar gruplart
arasinda mukayeseye imkan taniyan, futbol-siyaset iliskisini daha kapsamli ve derinlikli bi¢imde
inceleyerek nitel yontemlerle de desteklenen aragtirmalara yonelmesi ilgili literatiire nemli katkilar
saglayacaktir.
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