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Abstract: The period following the Democratic Party’s victory in the 1957 general elections represents an era
in Turkish political life characterized by a diminishing democratic tolerance and the evolution of incumbent-
opposition relations into an irreconcilable polarization. Focusing on Akis magazine, one of the most influential
opposition media outlets of the time, this study aims to analyze the nature of the political criticisms directed at
the government and whether these criticisms underwent a discursive transformation that laid the groundwork
for the legitimacy of a coup d'état over time. The scientific framework of the research is based on the critical
discourse analysis method, which enables the uncovering of ideological patterns and power relations embedded
within the subtext of the texts. In line with this methodological approach, an extensive archival survey was
conducted covering the period from immediately after the 1957 elections until May 27, 1960, when Turkish
democracy was interrupted. All issues of Akis magazine, published weekly during the aforementioned period,
were subjected to a systematic examination in terms of metaphors, historical references, and implicit nuances.
As a result of the qualitative analysis, it was observed that the magazine's editorial policy positioned the
military as a focal point for a solution to overcome the existing political deadlock. Direct rhetoric or latent
insinuations within the magazine reinforced the perception that democratic channels were exhausted, thereby
rendering a potential military coup a visible and even inevitable option in the public sphere. In particular, the
presentation of other coup examples and regime changes in global politics, through comparisons established
with domestic politics, constructed a process of mental preparedness among the public. In this context, the
study reveals that Akis magazine functioned not merely as a news source, but as an actor that situated the
concept of a coup within a justificatory framework and constructed the intellectual and social legitimacy for
such a military intervention.
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Oz: Demokrat Parti’nin 1957 genel segimlerinden zaferle ayrilmasini takip eden siireg, Tiirk siyasal hayatinda
demokratik hosgoriiniin daraldigi ve iktidar-muhalefet iliskilerinin uzlasmaz bir kutuplasmaya evrildigi bir
donemi temsil etmektedir. Bu calisma, s6z konusu dénemin en etkili muhalif yayin organlarindan biri olan
Akis dergisi odaginda, iktidara yoneltilen siyasal elestirilerin mahiyetini ve bu elestirilerin zaman igerisinde
bir darbe mesruiyetine zemin hazirlayan sdylemsel doniisim yasaylp yasamadigini analiz etmeyi
amaclamaktadir. Arastirmanin bilimsel zeminini, metinlerin satir aralarindaki ideolojik Oriintiileri ve gii¢
iliskilerini ortaya ¢ikarmaya olanak taniyan elestirel sdylem analizi yontemi olusturmaktadir. Bu metodolojik
yaklasim dogrultusunda; 1957 se¢imlerinin hemen akabinde, Tiirk demokrasisinin kesintiye ugradigi 27 Mayis
1960 tarihine kadar olan siireci kapsayan genis bir arsiv taramasi gergeklestirilmistir. S6z konusu periyotta
haftalik olarak yayimlanan Akis dergisinin tim sayilari; kullanilan metaforlar, tarihsel atiflar ve satir arasi
imalar baglaminda sistematik bir incelemeye tabi tutulmustur. Yapilan nitel incelemeler neticesinde, derginin
yaym politikasinda mevcut siyasi tikanikligin asilmasi noktasinda ordunun bir ¢oziim odagi olarak
konumlandirildigr gozlemlenmistir. Dergide yer alan dogrudan retorik veya Ortiik imalar, demokratik
kanallarin kapandig1 yoniindeki algry1 pekistirerek, olast bir askeri darbeyi kamusal alanda goriiniir ve hatta
kacinilmaz bir secenek haline getirmistir. Ozellikle diinya siyasetindeki diger darbe drneklerinin ve rejim
degisikliklerinin sunulug bi¢imi, i¢ siyasetle kurulan kiyaslamalar vasitasiyla halk nezdinde belirli bir zihinsel
hazirlik siireci inga etmistir. Bu baglamda ¢aligma; Akis dergisinin sadece bir haber kaynagi degil, ayni
zamanda darbe kavramini hukuki bir gerceveye oturtan ve bu askeri miidahalenin entelektiiel/toplumsal
mesruiyet zeminini kurgulayan bir 6zne olarak islev gordiigiinii ortaya koymaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Siyaset Bilimi, Demokrat Parti, Akis Dergisi, Darbe, Adnan Menderes, Metin Toker
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Structured Abstract

The 19571960 period, representing one of the most turbulent phases of Turkey’s transition to a multi-
party system, is characterized by a fierce polarization between the government and the opposition. During this
era, the functioning of democratic institutions was overshadowed by a struggle for political existence that
transcended the boundaries of political civility. Although the Democrat Party (DP) retained power in the 1957
general elections despite a loss in votes, criticisms intensified due to debates regarding political legitimacy and
the prevailing economic bottleneck. This study scrutinizes Akis magazine, under the management of Metin
Toker, which emerged as a formidable voice of the main opposition within this political climate.

The primary objective of the research is to examine the concepts upon which the political discourse
in Akis magazine was constructed in its criticism of the DP administration, and to question whether these
criticisms evolved into a rhetoric that rendered a military intervention legitimate and inevitable. The study
seeks answers to the following fundamental questions: Did Akis magazine include direct or indirect calls for a
coup? Upon which political justifications were these direct or indirect calls based? How did the insinuations
regarding a coup within the magazine construct the grounds for the intervention's legitimacy? Answering these
questions is essential for understanding the historical ruptures within the press-politics-military triangle.

This study shifts the focus toward the legitimacy of coups d’état by expanding the existing debates on
freedom of the press in the literature. Within the theoretical framework, the argument is advanced that military
interventions are not merely the result of an institutional will; rather, they rely on a process of discursive
preliminary preparation that presents the coup as a 'prescription for salvation' within civil society and
intellectual circles. Accordingly, the research aims to fill the gap in the literature regarding the media-coup
interaction, specifically through the case of Akis magazine. The study provides an original contribution to the
field by asserting that the rhetoric employed by the publication framed the intervention as a moral and national
necessity, rather than situating it on a basis of legal legitimacy.

In this research, a discourse analysis method has been adopted, enabling the deciphering of not only
the manifest meanings of texts but also the underlying ideological structures and power relations. The analysis
is evaluated through the dimensions of textual linguistic analysis, discursive practice, and social practice.

In the data collection process, a comprehensive archival survey was conducted, encompassing all
issues of Akis magazine published from the 1957 general elections until May 27, 1960. In selecting the sample,
priority was given to editorials and political analyses within the sections 'Haftanin icinden' (Inside the Week)
and 'Kendi Aramizda' (Between Us). The units of analysis selected include the adjectives employed in the
criticism of the Democrat Party (DP), direct or indirect appeals made to the military, and the framing of news
regarding coups in global politics (such as those in Iraq, Pakistan, and Egypt). This qualitative approach has
allowed for the systematic monitoring of the magazine’s discursive transformation over time.

As aresult of the analyses, a three-stage discursive construction process was identified in the editorial
policy of Akis magazine. In the first phase of the analysis, titled Emphasis on Law and Democracy (1957—
1958), the concentrated critical discourse is constructed through democratic parameters such as constitutional
principles, freedom of the press, and electoral security. During this process, the Democrat Party is depicted as
a political elite group abusing the national will; however, proposed solutions to the existing crisis continue to
be sought within a parliamentary and legal plane, remaining within the boundaries of the democratic system's
legitimacy. In addition to criticisms made at the constitutional level, coups occurring in other countries were
extensively covered during this period. In the period of Comparative Revolutionary Rhetoric (1958—1959), it
is observed that international military uprisings, particularly the 1958 Iraqi Coup, were problematized within
the magazine in a broad perspective and a systematic manner. In the aforementioned news content, the implicit
parallels established between the ultimate fates of overthrown dictators and the political course of the Democrat
Party administration served to construct a specific perception within the social memory. This discursive
strategy conditioned the mental schema of the Turkish reader to accept the phenomenon of military intervention
as the sole method of resolving current political crises; thus, the idea of intervention was normalized in the
collective subconscious as a rational necessity and an inevitable outcome. Finally, with the Positioning of the
Military as a Savior (1959-1960), following the establishment of the Investigatory Committee and the
intensification of pressures, the magazine's discourse began to imply that the military's silence was now a
matter of patriotism. The emphasis on the demonstrations of military students and the social prestige of officers
indicates that the military was legitimized as a focal point for a political solution.
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The findings indicate that the magazine did not merely report events; on the contrary, it assumed the
role of a public conscience inviting the military to intervene. It particularly reinforced the idea that the
intervention of the military bureaucracy was a necessity at the point where civilian politics had reached a
deadlock. This situation is in full alignment with the thesis of the discursive construction of coup legitimacy
discussed within the conceptual framework.

The fundamental conclusion reached as a result of the research is that the publishing activities carried
out by Akis magazine between 1957 and 1960 were among the most significant factors in preparing the social
and intellectual foundation for the May 27 intervention. By declaring the Democrat Party administration
illegitimate, the magazine systematically propagated the notion that the Turkish Armed Forces was the only
power capable of eliminating this illegitimacy. In this context, May 27 was not a sudden military movement,
but rather the manifestation of a narrative that had been constructed in minds through the press over the years.

Recommendations for Academic Researchers: While this study is specific to Akis, conducting a
comparative discourse analysis with the pro-government press of the period (such as the Zafer newspaper) is
essential to understanding the bilateral dimensions of the polarization. Furthermore, the continuity of the
'putschist tradition' in Turkey should be examined by making comparisons with the press discourse during the
1971 and 1980 processes through the method of discourse analysis.

Keywords: Political Science, Democrat Party, Akis Magazine, Revolution, Adnan Menderes, Metin
Toker.
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Résumé Structuré

La période 1957-1960, qui représente 1’'une des phases les plus tumultueuses de la transition de la
Turquie vers un systéme multipartite, se caractérise par une polarisation intense entre le gouvernement et
I’opposition. Au cours de cette période, le fonctionnement des institutions démocratiques a été éclipsé par une
lutte pour la survie politique qui a dépassé les limites de la civilité politique. Bien que le Parti démocrate (DP)
ait conservé le pouvoir lors des élections législatives de 1957 malgré une perte de voix, les critiques se sont
intensifiées en raison des débats sur la 1égitimité politique et de I’impasse économique qui régnait alors. Cette
étude examine de pres le magazine Akis, dirigé par Metin Toker, qui s’est imposé comme une voix redoutable
de la principale opposition dans ce climat politique.

L’objectif principal de cette recherche est d’examiner les concepts sur lesquels s’est construit le
discours politique du magazine Akis dans sa critique de I’administration du PD, et de se demander si ces
critiques ont évolué vers une rhétorique rendant une intervention militaire 1égitime et inévitable. L’étude
cherche a répondre aux questions fondamentales suivantes : le magazine 4kis a-t-il formulé des appels directs
ou indirects & un coup d’Etat ? Sur quelles justifications politiques ces appels directs ou indirects s’appuyaient-
ils ? Comment les insinuations concernant un coup d’Etat dans le magazine ont-elles établi les fondements de
la Iégitimité de I’intervention ? Répondre a ces questions est essentiel pour comprendre les ruptures historiques
au sein du triangle presse-politique-armée.

Cette étude recentre I’attention sur la 1égitimité des coups d’Etat en élargissant les débats existants sur
la liberté de la presse dans la littérature. Dans le cadre théorique, 1’argument avancé est que les interventions
militaires ne sont pas simplement le résultat d’une volonté institutionnelle ; elles s’appuient plutdt sur un
processus de préparation discursive préalable qui présente le coup d’Etat comme une « recette de salut » au
sein de la société civile et des cercles intellectuels. En conséquence, cette recherche vise a combler une lacune
dans la littérature concernant I’interaction entre les médias et les coups d’Etat, notamment a travers le cas du
magazine Akis. Cette étude apporte une contribution originale au domaine en affirmant que la rhétorique
employée par la publication présentait I’intervention comme une nécessité morale et nationale, plutot que de
la fonder sur une 1égitimité juridique.

Dans cette recherche, une méthode d’analyse du discours a été adoptée, permettant de déchiffrer non
seulement les significations manifestes des textes, mais aussi les structures idéologiques sous-jacentes et les
rapports de pouvoir. L’analyse est évaluée a travers les dimensions de 1’analyse linguistique textuelle, de la
pratique discursive et de la pratique sociale.
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Dans le cadre du processus de collecte des données, une étude archivistique exhaustive a ét¢ menée,
couvrant tous les numéros du magazine Akis publiés depuis les élections législatives de 1957 jusqu’au 27 mai
1960. Lors de la sélection de I’échantillon, la priorité a été donnée aux éditoriaux et aux analyses politiques
figurant dans les rubriques « Haftanin iginden » (Au cceur de la semaine) et « Kendi Aramizda » (Entre nous).
Les unités d’analyse retenues comprennent les adjectifs utilisés dans la critique du Parti démocrate (DP), les
appels directs ou indirects lancés a I’armée, ainsi que le cadrage des informations relatives aux coups d’Etat
dans la politique mondiale (tels que ceux survenus en Irak, au Pakistan et en Egypte). Cette approche qualitative
a permis un suivi systématique de la transformation discursive du magazine au fil du temps.

A P’issue de ces analyses, un processus de construction discursive en trois étapes a été identifié¢ dans
la ligne éditoriale du magazine Akis. Au cours de la premiére phase de 1’analyse, intitulée « Accent mis sur le
droit et la démocratie » (1957-1958), le discours critique concentré s’articule autour de parameétres
démocratiques tels que les principes constitutionnels, la liberté de la presse et la sécurité électorale. Au cours
de ce processus, le Parti démocrate est dépeint comme un groupe d’élite politique abusant de la volonté
nationale ; toutefois, les solutions proposées a la crise existante continuent d’étre recherchées sur le plan
parlementaire et juridique, en restant dans les limites de la 1égitimité du systéme démocratique. Outre les
critiques formulées au niveau constitutionnel, les coups d’Etat survenus dans d’autres pays ont fait I’objet
d’une couverture médiatique approfondie durant cette période. Au cours de la période dite de « rhétorique
révolutionnaire comparative » (1958-1959), on observe que les soulévements militaires internationaux, en
particulier le coup d’Etat irakien de 1958, ont été abordés dans le magazine sous un angle large et de maniére
systématique. Dans les contenus d’actualité susmentionnés, les paralléles implicites établis entre le sort final
des dictateurs renversés et la trajectoire politique du gouvernement du Parti démocrate ont contribué a
construire une perception spécifique au sein de la mémoire sociale. Cette stratégie discursive a conditionné le
schéma mental du lecteur turc & accepter le phénoméne de I’intervention militaire comme seule méthode de
résolution des crises politiques du moment ; ainsi, 1’idée d’intervention s’est normalisée dans 1’inconscient
collectif en tant que nécessité rationnelle et issue inévitable. Enfin, avec le « positionnement de 1’armée en tant
que sauveur » (1959-1960), a la suite de la création de la commission d’enquéte et de ’intensification des
pressions, le discours du magazine a commenceé a laisser entendre que le silence de 1’armée relevait désormais
du patriotisme. L’accent mis sur les manifestations des étudiants de 1’école militaire et sur le prestige social
des officiers indique que I’armée était légitimée en tant que pivot d’une solution politique.

Les résultats indiquent que le magazine ne se contentait pas de relater les événements ; au contraire,
il endossait le role d’une conscience publique invitant I’armée a intervenir. Il renforgait notamment 1’idée que
I’intervention de la bureaucratie militaire était une nécessité a un moment ou la politique civile était dans
I’impasse. Cette situation s’inscrit pleinement dans la thése de la construction discursive de la légitimité du
coup d’Etat abordée dans le cadre conceptuel.

La conclusion fondamentale tirée de cette recherche est que les activités éditoriales menées par le
magazine Akis entre 1957 et 1960 ont compté parmi les facteurs les plus significatifs dans la préparation du
terreau social et intellectuel de I’intervention du 27 mai. En déclarant illégitime le gouvernement du Parti
démocrate, le magazine a systématiquement propagé 1’idée que les Forces armées turques étaient la seule
puissance capable d’éliminer cette illégitimité. Dans ce contexte, le 27 mai n’a pas constitué un mouvement
militaire soudain, mais plutot la manifestation d’un récit qui s’était construit dans les esprits par le biais de la
presse au fil des années.

Recommandations a D’intention des chercheurs universitaires : bien que cette étude porte
spécifiquement sur Akis, il est essenticl de mener une analyse discursive comparative avec la presse pro-
gouvernementale de 1’époque (telle que le journal Zafer) pour comprendre les dimensions bilatérales de la
polarisation. En outre, la continuité de la « tradition putschiste » en Turquie devrait étre examinée en établissant
des comparaisons avec le discours de la presse lors des processus de 1971 et 1980, a I’aide de la méthode
d’analyse du discours.

Mots-clés: Sciences politiques, Parti démocrate, magazine Akis, révolution, Adnan Menderes, Metin
Toker.
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Resumen Estructurado

El periodo comprendido entre 1957 y 1960, que representa una de las fases mas turbulentas de la
transicion de Turquia hacia un sistema multipartidista, se caracteriza por una feroz polarizacién entre el
Gobierno y la oposicion. Durante esta época, el funcionamiento de las instituciones democraticas se vio
eclipsado por una lucha por la supervivencia politica que traspasoé los limites de la civilidad politica. Aunque
el Partido Demdcrata (DP) conservo el poder en las elecciones generales de 1957 a pesar de haber perdido
votos, las criticas se intensificaron debido a los debates sobre la legitimidad politica y al estancamiento
economico imperante. Este estudio analiza la revista Akis, dirigida por Metin Toker, que se erigié como una
voz formidable de la principal oposicion en este clima politico.

El objetivo principal de la investigacion es examinar los conceptos sobre los que se construyo el
discurso politico de la revista Akis en su critica al gobierno del PD, y cuestionar si estas criticas se convirtieron
en una retorica que hizo que la intervencion militar resultara legitima e inevitable. El estudio busca respuestas
a las siguientes preguntas fundamentales: ;Incluy0 la revista Akis llamamientos directos o indirectos a un golpe
de Estado? ;En qué justificaciones politicas se basaban estos llamamientos directos o indirectos? ;Coémo
construyeron las insinuaciones sobre un golpe de Estado en la revista los fundamentos de la legitimidad de la
intervencioén? Responder a estas preguntas es esencial para comprender las rupturas historicas en el triangulo
prensa-politica-ejército.

Este estudio desplaza el foco hacia la legitimidad de los golpes de Estado, ampliando los debates
existentes sobre la libertad de prensa en la literatura. Dentro del marco teérico, se plantea el argumento de que
las intervenciones militares no son meramente el resultado de una voluntad institucional, sino que se basan en
un proceso de preparacion preliminar discursiva que presenta el golpe como una «receta para la salvacion» en
la sociedad civil y los circulos intelectuales. En consecuencia, la investigacion pretende colmar la laguna
existente en la literatura sobre la interaccion entre los medios de comunicacion y los golpes de Estado,
concretamente a través del caso de la revista Akis. El estudio aporta una contribucion original al campo al
afirmar que la retoérica empleada por la publicacion enmarcaba la intervencion como una necesidad moral y
nacional, en lugar de situarla sobre una base de legitimidad juridica.

En esta investigacion se ha adoptado un método de anélisis del discurso, lo que permite descifrar no
solo los significados manifiestos de los textos, sino también las estructuras ideoldgicas subyacentes y las
relaciones de poder. El analisis se evalua a través de las dimensiones del analisis lingiiistico textual, la practica
discursiva y la practica social.

En el proceso de recopilacion de datos, se llevo a cabo un estudio archivistico exhaustivo que abarco
todos los numeros de la revista Akis publicados desde las elecciones generales de 1957 hasta el 27 de mayo de
1960. A la hora de seleccionar la muestra, se dio prioridad a los editoriales y analisis politicos de las secciones
«Haftanin Iginden» (De la semana) y «Kendi Aramizda» (Entre nosotros). Las unidades de analisis
seleccionadas incluyen los adjetivos empleados en la critica al Partido Demoécrata (DP), los 1lamamientos
directos o indirectos dirigidos a los militares y el encuadre de las noticias relativas a golpes de Estado en la
politica mundial (como los de Irak, Pakistin y Egipto). Este enfoque cualitativo ha permitido realizar un
seguimiento sistematico de la transformacion discursiva de la revista a lo largo del tiempo.

Como resultado de los analisis, se identifico un proceso de construccion discursiva en tres etapas en
la politica editorial de la revista Akis. En la primera fase del anlisis, titulada «Enfasis en la ley y la democracia»
(1957-1958), el discurso critico se articula en torno a parametros democraticos como los principios
constitucionales, la libertad de prensa y la seguridad electoral. Durante este proceso, el Partido Demdcrata es
retratado como un grupo de élite politica que abusa de la voluntad nacional; sin embargo, las soluciones
propuestas a la crisis existente siguen buscandose en el plano parlamentario y juridico, sin traspasar los limites
de la legitimidad del sistema democratico. Ademas de las criticas formuladas a nivel constitucional, durante
este periodo se cubrieron ampliamente los golpes de Estado ocurridos en otros paises. En el periodo de la
«Retorica Revolucionaria Comparada» (1958-1959), se observa que los levantamientos militares
internacionales, en particular el golpe de Estado iraqui de 1958, se abordaron en la revista desde una perspectiva
amplia y de manera sistematica. En los contenidos informativos mencionados, los paralelismos implicitos
establecidos entre el destino final de los dictadores derrocados y la trayectoria politica del Gobierno del Partido
Democrata sirvieron para construir una percepcion especifica en la memoria social. Esta estrategia discursiva
condiciono el esquema mental del lector turco para que aceptara el fenomeno de la intervencion militar como
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unico método para resolver las crisis politicas del momento; de este modo, la idea de la intervencion se
normaliz6 en el subconsciente colectivo como una necesidad racional y un desenlace inevitable. Por ultimo,
con el «Posicionamiento de los militares como salvadores» (1959-1960), tras la creacion de la Comision de
Investigacion y la intensificacion de las presiones, el discurso de la revista comenzd a dar a entender que el
silencio de los militares era ahora una cuestion de patriotismo. El énfasis en las manifestaciones de los
estudiantes de las academias militares y en el prestigio social de los oficiales indica que se legitim6 a los
militares como eje central de una solucion politica.

Los resultados indican que la revista no se limité a informar sobre los acontecimientos; por el
contrario, asumio el papel de conciencia publica invitando a los militares a intervenir. En particular, reforzo la
idea de que la intervencion de la burocracia militar era una necesidad en un momento en que la politica civil
se encontraba en un punto muerto. Esta situacion concuerda plenamente con la tesis de la construccion
discursiva de la legitimidad del golpe de Estado analizada en el marco conceptual.

La conclusion fundamental a la que se llega como resultado de la investigacion es que las actividades
editoriales llevadas a cabo por la revista Akis entre 1957 y 1960 se contaron entre los factores mas significativos
a la hora de sentar las bases sociales e intelectuales de la intervencion del 27 de mayo. Al declarar ilegitima la
administracion del Partido Demdcrata, la revista propag6 sistematicamente la idea de que las Fuerzas Armadas
turcas eran el tnico poder capaz de eliminar dicha ilegitimidad. En este contexto, el 27 de mayo no fue un
movimiento militar repentino, sino mas bien la manifestacion de una narrativa que se habia construido en las
mentes a través de la prensa a lo largo de los afios.

Recomendaciones para los investigadores académicos: Aunque este estudio se centra especificamente
en Akis, es esencial realizar un analisis discursivo comparativo con la prensa progubernamental de la época
(como el periddico Zafer) para comprender las dimensiones bilaterales de la polarizacion. Ademas, la
continuidad de la «tradicion golpista» en Turquia deberia examinarse realizando comparaciones con el discurso
de la prensa durante los procesos de 1971 y 1980 mediante el método del analisis del discurso.

Palabras clave: Ciencias Politicas, Partido Democrata, revista Akis, Revolucién, Adnan Menderes,
Metin Toker.
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CrpykrypupoBanHoe Pe3ome

[epron 1957-1960 romoB, mpeAcTaBIAONINA cOO0OH OAMH M3 CaMBIX OypHBIX 3TalloOB Iepexona
Typuun K MHOIONApTUIHON CHCTEME, XapaKTepU3yeTCs: OCTPOM MOJsIpU3aledl MEXIy MPaBUTEILCTBOM U
onmnosunuei. B 3ToT nepuosa GpyHKIMOHMPOBaHHE AEMOKPATHUECKUX MHCTUTYTOB OBLJIO 3aTMEHO OOpBOOIi 3a
MOJIMTUYECKOE BbKMBAHUE, BHIXOAMBILEH 3a PAaMKHU IOJIMTHYECKOM IIpUCTOMHOCTH. X0Ts JleMokpaTuueckas
naptus ([I1) coxpanmia BracTs Ha BceoOmux Beibopax 1957 roma, HECMOTps Ha TOTEPIO TOIOCOB, KPUTHKA
yCWIMJIACh M3-3a CIIOPOB O MOJMTUYECKOUN JIETUTUMHOCTU U CIIOKMBIIErOCS SKOHOMHYECKOTO Kpusuca. B
JTAHHOM HCCIICZIOBAaHUM TIIATEIFHO aHAIU3UPYETCsS XKypHal «Axucy mon pykoBoactBoM Metnna Toxepa,
KOTOPBII B 3TOH TOJIMTHYECKON 0OCTAHOBKE CTaJ BIMATEIBHBIM PYIIOPOM OCHOBHOW ONITO3UIINH.

OcHoBHas nejib  HCCJICAOBAHHUA — M[POAHAIU3UPOBATL KOHLCIIHWHU, HAa KOTOPLIX CTPOUJICA
MOJIUTHYCCKUHA JUCKYPC IKypHaJia «Axucy B ero KPUTHUKC aJMUHUCTpALIUN I[H, a TaKXC BbISICHUTD,
MpeBpaTnUiiaCh JIM 3Ta KPUTHKA B PUTOPHUKY, KOTOpasA CJciialia BOCHHOC BMCHIATCIILCTBO JICTUTUMHBIM H
HEN30€KHBIM. I/ICCJ'[CI[OBEIHI/IC HIIET OTBETHI Ha CJICAYHOILINUEC q)yH,Z[aMCHTaJ'H)HBIe BOIIPOCHL: COJACPKAT JIN
JKypHal «Axucy MpsAMBbIC UK KOCBEHHBIC ITPU3BIBBI K nepeBopOTy? Ha xakux moauTH4ecKux 000CHOBAHUAX
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OCHOBBIBAINCH 3TH IIPSAMBIC WJIM KOCBEHHBIC NMPH3bIBHI? Kak HaMeKkW Ha rocyJapcCTBEHHBIH MEPEBOPOT B
JKypHAJIE CO3/1aBalil OCHOBY JUIS JISTHTUMHOCTH BMenIatenbcTBa? OTBETHI HA 3TH BOIIPOCHI HEOOXOANMBI IS
MOHNMaHHS HCTOPHIECKUX Pa3phIBOB B TPEYTONBHHUKE «IIPECCA-MOINTHKA-BOOPYKEHHBIEC CHIIBD.

JlaHHOE HCcIeNOBaHWE IIEPEHOCUT AaKIEHT Ha JIETUTUMHOCTh TOCYJapCTBEHHBIX II€PEBOPOTOB,
pacmmpss CyIIECTBYIOIIME B JHMTEpaType AUCKYCCHHM O cBoOOze mpecchl. B paMkax TeopeTHuecKoi
KOHIIETIINH BBIIBUIAETCS TE3UC O TOM, YTO BOCHHBIC BMEIIATEIHCTBA SBISIOTCS HE MPOCTO PE3YJIHTATOM
MHCTUTYLIIMOHAJILHOM BOJM; CKOpee, OHHM OIMMPAIOTCS Ha TPOLECC JUCKYPCHBHOW IpeABapUTEIbHOM
MOATOTOBKH, B X0/i¢ KOTOPOH MEepeBOPOT MPENCTABIAETCS B TPAXKIAHCKOM OOIECTBE M MHTEIUICKTYaJIbHBIX
Kpyrax Kak «peuent crnaceHus. COOTBETCTBEHHO, 11€J1b HCCIIEIOBAHMSI 3aKJII0YASTCS B BOCIIOIIHEHUH Ipoberia
B JMTEpartype, Kacaromerocs BzaumozencTBusi CMU M rocynapcTBEHHBIX NEPEBOPOTOB, B YAaCTHOCTH Ha
npumepe xxypHaia «Axucy. MccnenoBanne BHOCUT OpUTHHAIBHBIN BKJIAJ B JAHHYIO 00J1aCTh, YTBEPIK/Aasi, 4TO
PUTOpHKa, KCIOJb30BaHHAs M3JaHWEM, MPEACTaBIsIa BOCHHYIO MHTEPBEHIMIO KaK MOpPAJbHYIO H
HalMOHAIILHYIO HEOOXOIMMOCTb, @ HE 00OCHOBBIBANIA €€ C TOUKH 3PEHHS IIPaBOBON JISTHTUMHOCTH.

B JaHHOM HCCJICJOBaAHHUH OBLI MNPUMCEHCH METO JUCKYPC-aHaJIn3a, HOSBOJ’ISIIOH.II/Iﬁ pacmn(prBaTL HC
TOJIBKO SABHBIC 3HAYCHUA TCKCTOB, HO M JIC)KAIIHMC B MX OCHOBC HACOJOTMYCCKHE CTPYKTYPbI U BJIACTHBIC
OTHOIIICHHS. AHaIn3 OpOBOAUTCA € YYCTOM TaKHX AdaCIICKTOB, KakK JIMHTBUCTUYCCKUN aHaIIN3 TCKCTOB,
JAUCKYPCHUBHAsA MPAKTUKA U COLMAaJIbHAA MMPAKTHUKA.

B mporecce cOopa qaHHBIX OBLIO ITPOBEJEHO BCECTOPOHHEE apXMBHOE HCCIIEJOBAaHHE, OXBATHUBILCE
BCe HOMepa ypHaina Akis, BBITyIIEHHbIE ¢ MOMEHTa BceoOIux BeIOOpoB 1957 roga mo 27 mast 1960 rona.
[Tpu orOope BHIOOPKH NPHOPUTET OTHABAJICS PEIAKIMOHHBIM CTAaThIM U TOJUTHYECKUM aHATUTUYECKUM
MatepuanaM B pyopukax «Haftanin Iginden» («M3 sxusuu nenenn») u «Kendi Aramizday» («Mesxay Hamm»).
B kauectBe enuHHUI] aHanmu3a OBUIM BBIOpAHBI NpUiIaraTelbHbIC, HCIONb30BABIIMECS B KPHUTHKE
Jemoxkparndeckoit maptun ([II), mpsimble uian KOCBEeHHBIE OOpaIeHUs] K BOGHHBIM, a Talkoke paMKH M10J1a4U
HOBOCTEH O MEepeBOpOTaX B MHUpPOBOW moimTHKe (Takmx kKak B Mpake, [lakucrane m Ermmre). Taxoit
Ka4eCTBEHHBIH ITOJIXO0/I ITO3BOJIMJI CHCTEMAaTHUECKH OTCIIEKHBATh AUCKYPCUBHYIO TpaHC(HOpMAaLHUIo XKypHaa
C TeYECHHEM BPEMEHH.

B pesynbrate aHanmza B pEeNaKIMOHHON IOJUTHKE >KypHana Akis ObIIT BBISIBICH TPEXATAIHBINA
nporecc TUCKypCHBHOW KOHCTpyKIMH. Ha mepBoM 3rtame aHanm3a, 03aryiaBICHHOM «AKIIEHT Ha 3aKOHE M
nemokpatumy (1957—-1958 rr.), KOHIEHTPHUPOBAHHBIA KPUTHUYECKUH IUCKYpPC CTPOUTCS HAa OCHOBE TaKHX
JIEMOKPATUYECKUX IapaMeTpoB, KaK KOHCTHTYLMOHHbIE IPUHIMIBI, CBOOOAA mpecchl M 0e30MacHOCTb
BbIOOpPOB. B Xoze 3roro mporecca JemMokparudeckas mapTus H300pakaeTcsl Kak TPyIa MOJATHYSCKON
JIUTHI, 3JI0YHNOTPEOIIsIoNIast BOJIel Hapo/a; OJHAKO IpeAaraeMbple peleHus CYIIECTBYIOIIEro Kpru3uca mo-
MpeXHEMY HIIYTCS B MapJIaMEHTCKOM M TNpPaBOBOM IJIOCKOCTH, HE BBIXOJS 3a MpEeAeNsl JETMTUMHOCTH
JIEeMOKpaTn4eckoil cuctembl. IloMHMO KPUTHKM HAa KOHCTUTYLHMOHHOM YPOBHE, B 3TOT NEPHOJ IIHPOKO
OCBEIIATIICH TOCYAaPCTBEHHBIE IIEPEBOPOTHI, IPOUCXOAUBIINE B APYTHX cTpaHaX. B mepuox « CpaBHUTEIBHON
PeBOTMIOIMOHHON puTOpUKI» (1958—1959 TT.) HabmOgaeTcs, 9YTO MEXIyHApOIHBIE BOCHHBIC BOCCTaHHS, B
YAaCTHOCTH HMpakckuil nepeBopoT 1958 roma, paccMarpuBaliuch B >KypHajle B IIMPOKOM NEpPCIEKTUBE U
cHCTEeMaTH4YeCKd. B yHNOMSHYTBIX HOBOCTHBIX MaTepHalax HESBHBIE Mapajulesid, NPOBOJAUMBIC MEXIy
KOHEYHOH CyAb00# CBEPrHYTHIX JUKTATOPOB M MOJUTHYECKUM KypCOM aJMHHHCTpAlMu J[eMOKpaTHYecKOH
MapTHH, CIYXWIHA (POPMHUPOBAHHUIO ONIPEEIICHHOTO BOCIIPUATHS B OOIIECTBEHHOH NaMsATH. DTa AUCKYPCHUBHAS
CTparerusi MOJrOTOBHJIA MEHTAIBHYIO CXEMy TYPELKOro YHTaTellsi K BOCHPHATHIO (peHOMEHa BOEHHOTO
BMEIIATENIbCTBA KaK EIUHCTBEHHOrO cCroco0a pa3pelieHus] TeKYLIMX IOJUTHYECKHX KPU3UCOB; TaKUM
o0pa3oM, mjes BMeIIaTelnbcTBa ObUIa HOPMAaJIM30BaHA B KOJUIEKTUBHOM IOJICO3HAHHM KaK palMOHaJbHAs
HEOOXOIMMOCTh M Hen30eXHBIH ncxox. Hakoner, B paMKax MO3HWIIMOHHUPOBAHUS BOEHHBIX B KadecTBE
cnacuteneit (1959-1960 rr.), mocne co3manus CrneICTBEHHONH KOMHCCHUU W YCWJICHHS JAaBJICHHS, AUCKYPC
KypHaIa CTaJ oipa3syMeBaTh, YTO MOJTYaHNE BOCHHBIX TENEPh SABISIETCS MIPOSBICHHUEM TATPHOTH3MA. AKIIEHT
Ha JIEMOHCTPAIMAX KYPCAaHTOB M COLMAILHOM IIPECTIDKE O(HUIIEPOB YKa3bIBaeT HA TO, YTO BOCHHBIE OBLIM
JETUTUMUPOBAHBI B KAUECTBE LIEHTPAIILHOIO 3JIEMEHTA MOJIUTHYECKOTO PELICHHUS.

Pe3ynbraThl MccIe0BaHMS MTOKA3BIBAIOT, YTO JKypPHAN HE NMPOCTO OCBEIIANl COOBITHS; HAIIPOTHUB, OH
B3sU1 Ha ce0s poJib 00IIECTBEHHOM COBECTH, NPU3BIBAsI BOGHHBIX K BMEIIATENbCTBY. B 4acTHOCTH, OH YKpeIuIsiI
UJICI0 O TOM, YTO BMEIIATEJICTBO BOCHHOW OFOpOKpaTu ObLIO HEOOXOIMMOCTBIO B TOT MOMEHT, KOTJa
rpax<aHcKasl MOJUTHKA 3alllla B TYyNUK. JTa CUTyalUsl HOJHOCTBIO COOTBETCTBYET TE3UCY O TUCKYPCHUBHOM
KOHCTPYHPOBAHHH JISTHTUMHOCTH IIEPEBOPOTA, 00CYKIAEMOMY B paMKaX KOHIECITYaIbHOW MOJIEINH.
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OCHOBHOI BBIBOJ, CACJNAHHBII 110 HTOTAM HCCIEHAOBAHMS, 3aKII0YaeTCs B TOM, YTO HM3IaTelbCKast
JIeSTeNBHOCTD JXypHana «Axucy B iepuof ¢ 1957 mo 1960 rox Opi1a oqHIM U3 HanboJee 3HAYUMBIX (PaKTOPOB,
NOJATOTOBUBIIMX COLMAIBHYI0 M HHTCIUICKTYyaJIbHYI0 OCHOBY Ul BMelnaresbcTBa 27 Mas. OOBABIAL
aIMHHHUCTPALHIO J[eMOKpAaTHYeCKOH MapTUH HEJETUTUMHOM, XypHal CHCTEMaTHYECKH NPOIaraHIupoBal
UIICIO O TOM, YTO TYpELKHE BOOPY)KCHHBIEC CHJIBI SBJIIIOTCS CUHCTBEHHOM CHIIOH, CIOCOOHOH YCTPAaHUTD 3Ty
HEJIETUTUMHOCTB. B 3TOM KOHTekcTe coObIThs 27 Mas He ObUIM BHE3AIIHBIM BOCHHBIM ILIAaroM, a CKopee
NPOSIBJICHUEM HappaTuBa, KOTOPBI Ha MNPOTSHKEHHMH MHOTHX JIeT (OPMHUPOBAICS B CO3HAHHM JIIOJEH
HOCPEJCTBOM IPECCHI.

PexomeHnanuu A1 Hay4HBIX UccienoBarenei: XoTsa JaHHOE UCCIIeAOBaHHUE MTOCBSIIEHO KOHKPETHO
KypHay «AKucy, IPpOBEJCHUE CPAaBHUTEIBHOIO AUCKYpC-aHANIM3a C MPONPaBUTEIHCTBEHHON Ipeccoi Toro
neprosa (Takoi Kak raszera «3agep») UMeeT BaKHOE 3HAUEHHE Ul MOHUMaHHS JIByCTOPOHHUX acCIEKTOB
nosstpusanun. Kpome toro, cienyer u3yuuTb NPEeeMCTBEHHOCTb «TPAJULIUU EpeBOpOTOB» B Typluu myTeM
CpaBHEHMS C TUCKYpPCOM Tpecchl Bo BpeMs coObrtuit 1971 u 1980 romoB ¢ ucmons30BaHHEM METOIA TUCKYPC-
aHaJIM3a.
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Yapilandirilmis Ozet:

Tiirkiye’de ¢ok partili hayata gecisin sancili evrelerinden biri olan 1957-1960 dénemi, demokratik
kurumlarm isleyisinden ziyade iktidar ve muhalefet arasindaki sert kutuplagsmanin, siyasi nezaket sinirlarini
asarak bir varlik-yokluk miicadelesine doniistiigii bir donemi temsil eder. 1957 genel secimlerinde Demokrat
Parti oy kaybetmesine ragmen iktidarin1 korumus, ancak mesruiyet tartismalar1 ve ekonomik darbogazin
etkisiyle elestiriler artmigtir. Bu ¢alisma, s6z konusu siyasal iklimde ana muhalefetin giiclii seslerinden biri
haline gelen Metin Toker yonetimindeki Akis dergisini mercek altina almaktadir.

Arastirmanin temel amaci, Akis dergisinde kurulan siyasal sdylemin, DP iktidarma yonelik
elestirilerini hangi kavramlar {izerinden insa ettigini ve bu elestirilerin zamanla bir askeri miidahaleyi mesru
ve kagmilmaz kilan bir retorige evrilip evrilmedigini sorgulamaktir. Calisma su temel sorulara cevap
aramaktadir: Akis dergisinde dogrudan veya dolayli olarak darbe ¢agrilar1 yer almakta midir? Dergide yer alan
dogrudan veya dolayl darbe ¢agrilar1 hangi siyasal gerekgelere dayandirilmaktadir? Dergide darbeye yonelik
yapilan imalar miidahalenin mesruiyet zeminini nasil kurgulamistir? Bu sorularin yanitlanmasi, basin-siyaset-
ordu liggenindeki tarihsel kirilmalart anlamak adina elzemdir.

Bu calisma, mevcut literatiirdeki basin 0zglrliigi tartismalarini genisleterek odagini darbe
mesruiyetine kaydirmaktadir. Teorik ¢erceve kapsaminda, askeri miidahalelerin yalnizca kurumsal bir iradenin
sonucu olmadigy; sivil toplum ve entelektiiel ¢evreler nezdinde darbeyi bir kurtulug recetesi olarak sunan
sOylemsel bir 6n hazirlik siirecine dayandig1 argiimani islenmektedir. Bu dogrultuda arastirma, Akis dergisi
6zelinde literatiirdeki medya-darbe etkilesimi boslugunu doldurmayr amaglamaktadir. Calisma, s6z konusu
yaymin kullandig1 retorigin hukuki mesruiyet zemininden ziyade, miidahaleyi ahlaki ve milli bir zaruret
bi¢iminde kurguladigini ileri siirerek ilgili alana 6zgiin bir katki saglamaktadir.

Bu arastirmada, metinlerin sadece goriinen anlamlarini degil, derinlerde yatan ideolojik yapilar1 ve
gii¢ iliskilerini desifre etmeyi saglayan sdylem analizi yontemi benimsenmistir. Metin dilbilimsel analiz,
sOylem pratigi ve toplumsal pratik boyutlariyla birlikte degerlendirilmistir.

Veri toplama siirecinde, 1957 genel se¢imlerinden 27 Mayis 1960’a kadar yayimlanan Akis dergisinin
tiim niishalarmi kapsayan genis kapsamli bir arsiv taramasi yapilmistir. Orneklem segilirken; basyazilar,
Haftanin i¢inden ve Kendi Aramizda béliimiindeki siyasi analizler ncelikli olarak belirlenmistir. Analiz birimi
olarak; DP’nin elestirilmesiyle ilgili kullanilan sifatlar, orduya yapilan dogrudan/dolayli ¢agrilar ve diinya
siyasetindeki (Irak, Pakistan, Misir gibi) darbe haberlerinin verilis bi¢imi secilmistir. Bu nitel yaklagim,
derginin zaman igerisindeki sylemsel donilisiimiinii sistematik olarak izlemeye olanak tanimustir.

Yapilan analizler sonucunda Akis dergisinin yayin politikasinda ii¢ temel agsamal1 bir sdylemsel insa
stireci tespit edilmistir: Hukuk ve Demokrasi Vurgusu (1957-1958): Analizin ilk evresinde yogunlasan elestirel
soylem; anayasal ilkeler, basin hiirriyeti ve se¢im giivenligi gibi demokratik parametreler iizerinden
kurgulanmaktadir. Bu siiregte Demokrat Parti, milli iradeyi suiistimal eden bir siyasal elit grubu seklinde
betimlenmekte; ancak mevcut krizin ¢dziimiine yonelik 6neriler heniiz demokratik sistemin mesruiyet sinirlar
icerisinde, parlamenter ve hukuksal bir diizlemde aranmaya devam etmektedir. Anayasal diizlemde yapilan
elestirilere ek olarak ilgili donemde de diger iilkerde yapilan darbeler olduke¢a fazla islenmistir. Karsilagtirmali
Ihtilal Retorigi (1958-1959): Ilgili dsnemde mecmuada, uluslararas: diizlemdeki askeri kalkismalarin, 6zellikle
1958 Irak Darbesi’nin, genis bir perspektifle ve sistematik bir bigimde sorunsallastirildigi tespit edilmektedir.
Bahsi gegen haber iceriklerinde, devrilen diktatorlerin nihai akibetleri ile Demokrat Parti iktidarinin siyasi seyri
arasinda kurulan ortiik paralellikler, toplumsal hafizada bir algi ingasina hizmet etmistir. Bu sdylemsel strateji,
Tiirk okurunun zihinsel semasinda mevcut siyasal krizlerin yegane ¢éziimleme bigimi olarak askeri miidahale
olgusunu kaniksatmis; boylece miidahale fikri, rasyonel bir gereklilik ve kaginilmaz bir akibet olarak kolektif
bilincaltinda normallestirilmistir. Ordunun Kurtaric1 Olarak Konumlandirilmast (1959-1960): Tahkikat
Komisyonu’nun kurulmasi ve baskilarin artmasiyla birlikte, dergi sdylemi artik ordunun sessizliginin bir
vatanseverlik meselesi oldugunu ima etmeye baslamistir. Askeri 6grencilerin niimayisleri ve subaylarin
toplumsal sayginligina yapilan vurgular, ordunun bir siyasi ¢6ziim odagi olarak mesrulastirildigim
gostermektedir.

Bulgular, derginin sadece olaylar1 raporlamadigini, aksine orduyu miidahaleye davet eden bir kamusal
vicdan roliine soyundugunu gostermektedir. Ozellikle sivil siyasetin tikandig1 noktada askeri biirokrasinin
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devreye girmesinin bir zorunluluk oldugu fikrini pekistirmistir. Bu durum, kavramsal ¢ercevede tartisilan darbe
mesruiyetinin sOylemsel insasi teziyle tam bir uyum igerisindedir.

Arastirma neticesinde ulasilan temel sonug; Akis dergisinin 1957-1960 yillart arasinda yiirtittiigi
yaymcilik faaliyetinin, 27 Mayis miidahalesinin toplumsal ve entelektiiel tabanini hazirlayan en 6nemli
unsurlardan biri oldugudur. Dergi, DP iktidarini gayrimesru ilan ederek, bu gayrimesrulugu ortadan kaldiracak
tek giiciin Tirk Silahli Kuvvetleri oldugunu sistematik olarak islemistir. Bu baglamda 27 Mayis, ansizin
gerceklesen bir askeri hareketlilik degil, basin yoluyla zihinlerde yillardir siiregelen bir kurgunun eyleme
dokiilmiis halidir.

Akademik Arastirmacilar i¢in Oneriler: Bu ¢alisma Akis 6zelindedir; ancak donemin iktidar yanlist
basini (6rnegin Zafer gazetesi) ile karsilastirmali bir séylem analizi yapilmasi, kutuplagsmanin ¢ift tarafli
boyutunu anlamak agisindan énemlidir. Ayrica, sdylem analizi yontemiyle 1971 ve 1980 siireclerindeki basin
soylemiyle kiyaslamalar yapilarak Tiirkiye’de darbeci gelenegin siirekliligi incelenmelidir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Siyaset Bilimi, Demokrat Parti, Akis Dergisi, Darbe, Adnan Menderes, Metin
Toker
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Introduction

The third term of the Democrat Party following the 1957 elections initiated a period in which
political tension in the country reached its zenith. During this era, where the friction between the
government and the opposition peaked, Akis magazine—one of the influential media organs of the
period—transcended its role as a mere reporting entity and exerted an active influence on the political
landscape.

The magazine propagated the thesis that the Democrat Party had lost its political legitimacy,
particularly through its aggressive editorial tone and analytical depth. Through this strategic editorial
policy, it framed the notion of a coup as a social and political necessity, cultivating a perception of
radical change against the incumbent administration. Due to legal oversight and restrictions on the
press, this critical stance was not always expressed through direct language. To avoid legal
repercussions, the magazine predominantly conveyed its messages through insinuations or by
utilizing examples of political transformations and coups occurring in other countries. This indirect
narrative method both facilitated the circumvention of existing censorship mechanisms and enabled
readers to establish parallels in their minds between the current administration and similar political
upheavals globally.

This study examines the issues of Akis magazine published between 1957 and 1960 through
the method of Discourse Analysis. Within the scope of the study, an analysis is conducted on how
the political crisis was incrementally transformed into an expectation of intervention via the
magazine’s editorial policy, the insinuations utilized in news texts, and historical narratives.
Consequently, the issues of the magazine within the years subject to the research were examined,
and the specific editions containing coup insinuations, along with the nature of these insinuations,
were decyphered. The fundamental questions upon which the research focuses are as follows:

e Does Akis magazine include direct or indirect calls for a coup?

e Upon which political justifications are the direct or indirect calls for a coup within the
magazine based?

e How did the insinuations regarding a coup within the magazine construct the justificatory
grounds for the intervention?

The central argument of this study is that Akis magazine, between 1957 and 1960,
constructed a discursive insinuation of a coup against the Democrat Party administration instead of
a direct appeal, systematically embedding this notion into the collective memory. By utilizing
military interventions and popular uprisings in countries such as Iraq, Cuba, Pakistan, and South
Korea as tools for projection regarding Turkish domestic politics, the magazine transformed the
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concept of a coup from an abstract possibility into a concrete and visible reality. Through this
strategy, while Akis addressed the administration's loss of legitimacy, it simultaneously functioned
as a legitimizing agent that prepared the intellectual and sociological groundwork for the impending
coup by normalizing the idea of military intervention within the public mind.!

The Democrat Party Administration (1950-1957)

The political process between 1945 and 1950 represents the final stage of the Republican
reforms implemented since 1923. The transition to a multi-party political system was not an abrupt
development but rather a product of the drive toward Western-style democratization, which remained
one of the fundamental objectives of state governance. However, this transitional period encountered
significant social and political resistance. Due to the exigencies of the era, the process was postponed
until the aftermath of World War IL.

The democratization process, which gained momentum following the multi-party transition
attempts prior to 1945, can be viewed as a consequence of societal evolution. During this period, the
failure to fully analyze social dynamics and public tendencies emerged as a structural deficiency.
The discrepancy between the pace of modernization and the society's capacity to adapt to change
provided fertile ground for the rise of the Democrat Party. This pre-1950 situation became a
confluence of unfulfilled social expectations and the vision of Western democracy, ultimately
resulting in a historical turning point characterized by the peaceful transfer of power.

The democratization process in Turkey crossed a critical threshold with the general elections
of May 14, 1950. These elections, characterized by exceptionally high social participation, were
conducted with a remarkable degree of tranquility and transparency. By garnering the support of the
broad masses through an electoral campaign centered on the slogan 'Enough! The Word Belongs to
the Nation!', the Democrat Party succeeded in securing approximately 53.4% of the vote (Akinci,
2025, s. 55). As a result of the electoral system of the period, the disparity between vote shares was
reflected more sharply in the distribution of parliamentary seats; while the Democrat Party (DP) came
to power with 408 seats, the Republican People’s Party (CHP) was limited to 69 seats. Another
noteworthy point is that the CHP failed to establish dominance even in the Western Anatolian
regions, which were traditionally considered its strongholds, and its support remained largely
confined to local structures in Eastern Anatolia?

While the results of the 1950 elections were met with immense enthusiasm on a social level,
they signaled a distinct rupture for Ismet Inonii and the Republican People’s Party (CHP) wing. The
political and economic reform initiatives undertaken during the Inénii era proved insufficient in
transforming the administrative legacy of previous periods and the perceptions held in the collective
memory. One of the most critical elements of this process was Ismet Inénii’s rejection of incitements

! The journal Turkish Studies (ISSN: 1308-2140) has not only published special issues dedicated to the coup, but has also
featured analyses examining coups and coup attempts across numerous writings and articles. For detailed information,
Akin, 2017; Albayrak Sak, 2017; Alpar, 2017; Altunok & Gedikkaya, 2017; Ardogan, 2017; Aydin, 2017; Celebi & Temel,
2017; Egmir & Celik, 2017; Ekinci, 2017; Evkuran, 2017; Fatis, 2017; Geng, 2017; Giingér & Hacibekiroglu, 2017; Hali
& Rencuzogullari, 2017; Hasanoglu & Memmedov, 2017; Kabatas, 2017; Karaca, 2017; Kaya, 2017; Keser & Kata, 2017;
Memisoglu & Giigin, 2017; Ozcan & Dogan, 2017; Sarikaya, 2017; Senyildiz, 2017; Yasaroglu, 2017; Yasar, 2017;
Yildirim & Yiiriidiir, 2017; Yilmaz, 2017; Yiner, 2017; Firat 2009; Balik 2009; Yalansiz 2012; Alver 2013; Arslan 2013;
Yasaroglu 2013; Onal 2015; Nisan 2015; Yasaroglu 2016; Tiryaki 2016; Cakir 2016; Akkaya 2020; Akgiil-Gériicii 2020.
2 When academic sources regarding the process are examined, the general trend remains unchanged despite minor
discrepancies in the data. According to some evaluations, it is stated that the participation rate approached 90%, and the
number of seats held by the Democrat Party (DP) reached as high as 416 (Basgil, 2014, s.66). On the other hand, according
to widely accepted data, the voter turnout rate realized at approximately 89.3%; with a 53.3% vote share, the DP secured
408 parliamentary seats, while the CHP obtained 69 seats with a 39.9% vote share. This distribution was supplemented by
the Nation Party (MP) with 1 seat and independent candidates with 9 seats (Lewis, 1970, s.311). These results initiated the
period in Turkish political life referred to as the "White Revolution,' during which power was transferred through the ballot
box in a peaceful manner.
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from certain factions within the military to intervene and invalidate the election results®. The
transition of Indnii to the position of main opposition leader by transferring power to the Democrat
Party signifies the first instance in Turkish political life where power changed hands through peaceful
means at the ballot box. This transformation is a manifestation of the increasing momentum of
democratization that had been underway since 1876. The victory achieved by the Democrat Party
served as a concrete indicator that the ideal of modernization could successfully integrate with the
collective will of the society.

The Democrat Party Parliamentary Group determined its cadres in its inaugural meeting;
following a secret ballot, Celdl Bayar was nominated as the presidential candidate with the support
of 345 members. Having leveled harsh criticisms against the 'partisan presidency' model while in the
opposition, the DP found itself at the center of a similar political debate upon Bayar’s election. To
deflect these criticisms and emphasize the principle of neutrality, Celal Bayar resigned from the party
chairmanship after ascending to the presidency. Following Bayar’s election to the presidency, the
task of forming the government was entrusted to Adnan Menderes, leading to the establishment of
the first DP cabinet, the 19th government of the Republic of Turkey (Toker, 1991, s. 28).

The interventionist tendencies coalescing around the First Army Commander, General
Tinaztepe, prior to the 1950 general elections were restrained as a result of Ismet Indnii’s sympathy
toward the global policy of democratization. However, the Democrat Party’s ascent to power
following the elections triggered a profound security crisis due to the status quo-oriented stance of
the military bureaucracy. In particular, the extraordinary mobilization of high-ranking commanders
in Ankara and the alleged coup proposal made to Indnii led to the new government’s distrust of the
military. This process culminated in a comprehensive operation, initiated on June 6 following a coup
tip-off, which has gone down in Turkish political history as the 'purge of the military.' Through these
purges—which encompassed the Chief of the General Staff and the force commanders—the
Menderes government aimed to break the historical identification between the military and the CHP,
establish civilian authority, and strengthen its control over the state apparatus by integrating the
military structure into the democratic system (Ahmad, 1996, s. 190-193).

The Democrat Party, emerging victorious from the 1950 general elections, pursued a strategy
of establishing a political equilibrium between the religious demands of its conservative electoral
base and the secular structure of the state during the initial phase of its governance. In his presentation
of the government program on June 13, 1950, Prime Minister Adnan Menderes categorized reforms
into those internalized by the public and those not, thereby signaling that modifications would be
implemented regarding practices lacking social acceptance. The most concrete manifestation of this
approach occurred with the termination of the practice of the Turkish adhan, which had been
maintained for approximately eighteen years. Through a legal amendment to the Turkish Penal Code,
obstacles to reciting the adhan in Arabic were removed; notably, with a consensus from the
opposition, the Republican People's Party, the original implementer of the practice, also supported
this legislative change in parliament. This process of transformation caused significant unrest,

3 The landscape emerging following the May 14, 1950, elections led to the formation of a specific center of resistance
within the state’s established bureaucratic and military structures. Upon the clarification of the election results, it is
observed that certain military officials, inclined toward maintaining the status quo, exhibited a reflex aimed at suspending
the will of the people as reflected in the ballot box. Historical narratives record that some high-ranking commanders
proposed an intervention to Ismet Inonii to prevent the transfer of power to the Democrat Party, expressing their concerns
regarding the uncertainty that such a change would create. However, Ismet Inonii demonstrated his commitment to the
functioning of the democratic process by decisively rejecting such initiatives and pressures. In response to these allegations,
while Indnii denied the existence of an actual intervention attempt, he stated that even if such a situation had occurred, he
would never have permitted it, thereby making a critical contribution to the establishment of civilian politics and democratic
maturity in Turkey. This stance became one of the fundamental elements that enabled the peaceful transfer of power during
Turkey’s transition to multi-party political life (Kocas, 1977, 5.208).
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particularly within the high-ranking echelons of the Turkish Armed Forces. In response to this
resistance emerging within the military bureaucracy, the DP administration turned toward an
extensive movement of liquidation and cadre renewal to consolidate the authority of the executive
branch. On the other hand, the fact that the most severe internal opposition to the regulation came
from President Celal Bayar, reaching the point of his potential resignation, revealed the sensitivity
toward secularism within the party’s own structure. Ultimately, this crisis was overcome through the
political reconciliation efforts and the policy of balance conducted by Menderes, and the practice of
the Arabic adhan was reinstated (Akinci, 2025, s. 71).

The Democrat Party, while grappling with the political legacy of the predecessor era during
the early years of its governance, simultaneously focused on structuring its own political framework.
The economic dimension of this process was constituted by liberalization initiatives that came into
effect in early July 1950, envisaging a comprehensive deregulation of foreign trade. Opening customs
to foreign-origin goods, with the exception of a restricted group of products of strategic importance,
is considered an indication of the party's determination regarding the transition to a free market
economy (Erogul, 2014, p. 91). The domestic and foreign policy maneuvers implemented by the DP
during this period exhibit a complementary integrity. This orientation represented the most concrete
stage of Turkey's objective—the foundations of which had been laid previously—to integrate into
the global capitalist system and establish a strategic proximity with the United States. The
inauguration of the Menderes government served as a signal that Turkey would take far more decisive
steps in this global integration process (Gevgilili, 1981, s. 74).

The Ankara administration, aiming to deepen integration with the Western bloc in foreign
policy, evaluated the Korean War, which broke out on June 25, 1950, as an opportunity for the
strategic rapprochement in question. The discourse of defending the free world constructed through
the press and propaganda activities based on the principle of volunteerism prepared the ground for
the decision to dispatch military units to Korea. In this tense period, during which world politics was
bifurcated into capitalist and socialist blocs as two poles, the dominant political mentality positioned
Turkey as an unwavering part of the free world. According to this view, providing military support
to South Korea, which was under the threat of communism, did not merely signify involvement in a
geographically distant conflict but meant directly establishing the security of Turkey (Gevgilili,
1981, s. 74-75).

The attempt by the Democrat Party government to confiscate the assets of the Republican
People’s Party at the end of 1953 constitutes one of the turning points in Turkish political history in
terms of tension between the government and the opposition. The administration led by Adnan
Menderes characterized the assets acquired through treasury resources during the single-party era as
illegitimate acquisitions and prepared a bill envisaging the restitution of all items, ranging from
buildings to works of art, to the public. Although individual objections arose within the DP on the
grounds of a violation of property rights, Menderes defended this step as a political necessity and a
matter of social justice. The legislative process, conducted by a Joint Commission in the absence of
the opposition, was perceived by the CHP as an intervention in its democratic existence. Despite the
harsh criticisms of Ismet Inonii during the parliamentary session on December 14, the bill was
enacted following the CHP group's departure from the hall in protest. The regulation, which came
into effect with the approval of President Celal Bayar, resulted in the seizure of CHP real estate
across the country and opened a wound in government-opposition relations (Toker, 1991, s. 255-
257).

Control over the press during the Democrat Party era was established primarily through the
utilization of public resources and official announcements as political instruments. With the authority
to distribute advertisements passing under government control after 1950, state incentives were
allocated based on political loyalty rather than transparent criteria; this situation economically
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enriched the pro-government press while driving the opposition media into a financial bottleneck. In
addition to economic pressures, legislative amendments made to the Press Law starting from 1951
expanded the judicial pincer by aggravating prison sentences and fines aimed at journalists. This
intensification reached its peak with the debates over the "right to prove" prior to the 1954 elections.
The government's refusal to grant journalists the right to prove their allegations in court and its
granting of ex officio investigation authority to prosecutors led to the emergence of an oppressive
legal framework that restricted freedom of the press (Turan, 1999, s. 105).

Prior to the 1954 elections, the government tightened control mechanisms over the press and
academic circles to consolidate administrative oversight. Within this scope, legal regulations limiting
the political activities of university faculty members were implemented, and the press law was further
intensified as the election period approached. In the general elections held on May 2, 1954, the
Democrat Party increased its vote share to 58.4%, securing an absolute majority in parliament with
503 seats*. Although the Republican People's Party received 35.1% of the vote, it was able to secure
only 31 seats in parliament due to the block vote majority electoral system of the period. During this
era, the regions where the opposition remained relatively stronger were the Eastern provinces, where
traditional local dynamics and large landowners exerted influence. On the other hand, the Republican
Nation Party, the successor to the Nation Party which had been closed on the grounds of conducting
activities contrary to the principle of secularism, won 5 seats with a 4.8% vote share, and all of these
deputies were elected from Kirgehir, the hometown of Osman Boéliikbasi (Ziircher, 2017, s. 326-327).

The government began utilizing its numerical superiority in parliament as a direct oversight
mechanism over the administrative structure. Regions that provided intensive support to opposition
parties in the 1954 general elections were subjected to administrative changes as a reflection of this
process. In this context, the demotion of Kirsehir from provincial status to a district via Law No.
6429 and the establishment of Adiyaman by partitioning Malatya are evaluated in the political
literature of the period as examples of geographical punishment. Although the government justified
the regulations in question with economic necessities and geographical requirements, the opposition
characterized these steps as direct political intervention (Erogul, 2014, s. 153-154). In a historical
perspective, it is noted that this situation was not a precedent, and it is stated that a similar practice
occurred in 1930 during the process of revoking the provincial status of Silifke on the grounds that
it had supported the Free Republican Party (Ahmad & Ahmad, 1976, s. 125). As can be observed in
this case, the Democrat Party was criticized by the CHP despite implementing strategies identical to
those of the CHP itself.

The heightened political tension following the 1954 general elections and the propaganda
activities of the opposition led the Democrat Party to tighten its control over the press through
legislative regulations. An example of this process is the new press law enacted on June 6, 1956,
which aggravated criminal sanctions for defamation offenses. This regulation was adopted with an
overwhelming majority in parliament. The main opposition leader, Ismet Inonii, characterized this
law as a precursor to the transition to a martial law regime and likened the current political situation
to a temporary solar eclipse over democratic life. indnii emphasized the necessity of an independent
judiciary rather than administrative pressure for the preservation of liberty (Erer, 1963, s. 274-275).

The economic difficulties emerging within the Democrat Party after 1954 and the social
unrest triggered by the events of September 6-7 led to a division at both the center and the local units
of the political structure. During this period, the debates over the "right to prove" constituted the

4 The overwhelming representative power attained by the DP in 1954 is evaluated in academic circles as both a success and
a structural risk. It is argued that this disproportionate representation, reaching 93% in the assembly, created a perception
of lack of accountability in governance and triggered authoritarian tendencies over time. Furthermore, the difficulty of
maintaining the homogeneous structure of such a large parliamentary group paved the way for intra-party divisions and
political instabilities in the subsequent process (Erogul, 2014, s. 149).
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focal point of the ideological divergences within the party. The process initially began with a
legislative proposal submitted by a limited number of deputies, and the scale of the crisis expanded
over time as the party's prominent figures lent their support to this movement. In particular, the
alignment of high-ranking officials with the dissident ranks was perceived by the party headquarters
under the leadership of Adnan Menderes as a direct destabilization of authority, paving the way for
a stringent disciplinary process. Seeking to maintain control ahead of the upcoming grand congress,
the party administration implemented a comprehensive strategy involving both individual sanctions
and structural changes to silence dissenting voices. Accordingly, those advocating for the right to
prove were requested to retract their stance, yet individuals who refused to withdraw their proposals
were dismissed from their positions. Through the bylaws amendments enacted during the same
period, the operational autonomy of local organizations was restricted, and the decisive role of the
party headquarters in the candidate selection process was consolidated. These maneuvers, interpreted
as a weakening of democratic functioning within the party, caused the dissident group to expand
further, and the increase in the number of signatories to 19 sharpened the process of fragmentation
within the party (Temiir, 2022, s. 323-329).

Prime Minister Adnan Menderes, in order to confront this collective reaction against his
government, resorted to requesting a vote of confidence solely for himself. During his address to the
parliamentary group, his famous remark, referencing the power of the parliament by stating, “If you
so desire, you can even change the constitution,” resonated widely. Although Menderes, having
renewed confidence, was authorized to form a government for the fourth time, the "provers" group
that broke away from the party during this process established the Liberty Party on December 20,
1955, thereby transforming the dissident stance within the parliament into a more organized structure
(Yilmaz, 2020, s. 98-105).

Prior to the 1957 elections, the foundation for an alliance planned among the CHP, HP, and
CMP collapsed due to a tactical maneuver executed by the Republican People’s Party at the last
moment. Immediately after the other opposition parties reached cooperation decisions in their
respective congresses, the CHP's announcement of its withdrawal completely shifted the political
balances. Through this maneuver, the CHP aimed to position itself as the sole powerful center of
opposition in the public arena and succeeded in doing so. Ultimately, this planned withdrawal
became the fundamental factor that enabled the CHP to significantly increase its number of seats in
parliament during the 1957 elections (Erer, 1963, s. 298-299).

The Democrat Party succeeded in emerging victorious for the third time in the 1957
elections. The regulations implemented by the administration in the electoral law, which prohibited
parties from forming joint lists or establishing a common front, constituted a maneuver that led to
the fragmentation of opposition votes. However, even in the absence of this maneuver, the outcome
would not have changed due to the CHP's withdrawal from said partnership.

General election data from 1957 demonstrate a significant rise in the votes of the CHP, which
held the position of the main opposition party. Breaking the downward trend experienced in 1950
and 1954, the party regained its lost support by increasing its vote share to 41%. When the votes of
the other components of the opposition during this period—the Republican Nation Party and the
Liberty Party—are included, the total anti-government electorate reached an absolute majority,
exceeding 51%. This statistical portrait confirms that the political trajectory of Turkey could have
changed had it not been for the legal and strategic barriers preventing the merger of opposition parties
and had the opposition succeeded in establishing a partnership among themselves. Observations
based on the provincial vote distribution of the period indicate that a potential alliance could have
secured superiority in 43 out of 67 provinces, winning 365 seats in parliament. In this scenario, the
number of deputies for the Democrat Party would have remained at 245, thereby resulting in a change
of government. Consequently, the fragmented structure of the opposition caused the power to remain
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with the Democrat Party, despite the opposition receiving the majority of the votes (Oymen, 2013, s.
410).

Akis Magazine

Akis magazine, which began its publication life on May 15, 1954, under the responsible
editorship of Metin Toker, was established in Ankara. Emerging as a joint venture of Metin Toker,
Oktay Tiregiin, and Tiilya Nemluk, the primary motivation of the magazine was to localize the
political current affairs publishing style of the American Time magazine in Turkey. This publication
organ, founded with limited resources as a product of a shared ideal, played a pioneering role in the
establishment of modern news magazine standards in Turkey (Akis, 1967, pp. 16-20).

Akis magazine built its editorial policy and visual identity upon the standards of the
American Time magazine, centering influential figures of the period in its cover designs. These
contextual preferences enabled the publication to acquire an identity that analyzed political and social
developments. As the initial examples of this approach, the magazine depicted the most powerful
political actors of the era by featuring Celal Bayar as the cover story in its first issue and Adnan
Menderes in its second (Akis, 1954, p. 3).

The publication process of Akis magazine witnessed a postponement in accordance with
Metin Toker’s publishing discipline and standard of quality. Although the first issue, which included
a special article by Prime Minister Adnan Menderes, was printed in February 1954, it was not
released to the market as Toker found the publication inadequate from both technical and contextual
perspectives. With the destruction of this trial edition, characterized by the "cub" (yavrukurt)
metaphor, the official launch date of the magazine was deferred to May 15, following the 1954
general elections (Akis, 1967, pp. 16-20). This delay in the preparation phase allowed for the
strengthening of the technical infrastructure, the expansion of the staff, and the establishment of the
corporate structure. The primary motivation of the periodical, which aimed to present current events
with in-depth analysis and an original style by refining them from the superficiality of newspaper
reports, was to convey weekly developments to the public through a holistic perspective (Akis, 1954,

p. 3).

Akis magazine adopted a multidimensional publishing approach, incorporating a broad
interdisciplinary spectrum within its structure, including internal and foreign politics as well as
economics, medicine, military affairs, art, cinema, literature, and sports. This diversity, which
appealed to various segments of society, did not merely reflect the current news value of events but
also aimed to analyze developments in depth (Akis, 1954, p. 3).

Akis constructed its reader profile upon a broad intellectual class defined as the enlightened.
According to the publication philosophy of the magazine, the enlightened person represents a
versatile individual who not only possesses technical expertise but is also capable of reasoning across
a wide field ranging from politics and economics to art and sports, while closely following current
affairs. In this direction, the periodical adopted the objective of appealing to the literate and
analytically minded segments of society, including academic staff, freelance professional groups,
public officials, university youth, and housewives (Akis, 1954, p. 3).

Akis magazine, which was a decisive actor during critical turning points in Turkish political
history, exerted influence over a wide audience from the moment it began publication. Despite its
initial declaration of adherence to the principle of impartiality at the onset of its publication life, the
magazine could not avoid being initially associated with the Democrat Party due to the individuals
within its corporate structure. In particular, the fact that its founder, Metin Toker, was working for
the Zafer newspaper—the de facto media organ of the government at the time—and the allocation of
significant space within the magazine's content to DP deputies caused the publication to project an
image in the public eye of being under the guidance of the administration.
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In contrast, the criticisms directed at the policies implemented by the administration within
the magazine led to a shift in the initial stance of the publication. Two fundamental developments
occurring at the beginning of 1955 constituted a turning point in the transformation of Akis’s editorial
line into a strictly oppositional identity:

Marriage of Metin Toker: The marriage of Toker to Ozden Inénii, the daughter of the main opposition
leader Ismet Inénii, led to a radical transformation in the political stance of the magazine, bringing
the publication closer to the center of the opposition (Celebi, 2017, s. 99).

The Miikerrem Sarol Campaign: The rigorous editorial activities conducted against Dr.
Miikerrem Sarol, the Minister of State of the period, caused the magazine to distance itself from its
claim of impartiality and become a direct subject of political confrontation.

As a result of these developments, Akis completely liquidated its image as a government
supporter and transformed into a magazine where anti-Democrat Party views gained strength and
dissident discourses occupied a central place. Starting from 1954, the publication organ progressively
distanced itself from the principle of impartiality and gravitated toward an editorial policy centered
on the Republican People's Party. In this process of partisanship, the aforementioned familial ties
and the conviction resulting from the Miikerrem Sarol case emerge as decisive factors. These
aforementioned turning points reshaped both the content and the language of the magazine into an
anti-government structure. Indeed, examinations conducted on the magazine's archives demonstrate
that the critical tone of the texts increased over time and that a more rigorous oppositional style was
adopted.

The Discursive Construction of Coup Insinuations in Akis Magazine

At the end of November 1957, the magazine established a philosophical and theoretical
framework for coup insinuations. In the article authored by Mustafa Suat Ince, it was argued that
should a government resist the will of the people by employing physical force, the process would
cease to be a struggle of ideas and instead transform into a struggle of power. At this juncture, the
magazine aimed to render the rulers unable to enforce sanctions by proposing passive resistance and
systematic disobedience. This approach constitutes a component of the strategy to legitimize the
unrest in the barracks and on the streets through an intellectual veil (Akis, 1957a, p. 17).

In December 1957, in the writings of Metin Toker, the dangers posed by the obstruction of
democratic channels were addressed with a more severe tone. Toker asserted that the liquidation of
legal opposition would give rise to an underground opposition, which is far more hazardous. In this
context, the metaphor utilized—suggesting that the government might be crushed under the building
it is hacking away at with an axe—constitutes a direct insinuation that the DP administration was
orchestrating its own demise through its own policies (Akis, 1957c, p. 5).

One of the polemics of the period was shaped around Ismet Inénii’s warning that “Peace
could not be achieved with tanks and cannons.” Although Akis characterized this statement as a call
for reconciliation against the government’s repressive methods, the DP wing interpreted this rhetoric
as an attempt to legitimize coup methods (Akis, 1957b, p. 7). In the final issues of the year, the
magazine defined these security concerns of the government as delusions; however, it simultaneously
continued to elaborate on how this climate of fear eroded the government’s basis of legitimacy (Akis,
1957d, p. 10).

While the military and the possibility of intervention became a sensitive subject in the
political atmosphere at the beginning of 1958, Akis defined the restrictions on university autonomy
directly with the word "coup." Although this expression was used to describe an academic
intervention, it is observed that this choice of terminology was not coincidental in Ankara, which
was reeling from the report of the 9 Officers Incident. Through Turhan Feyzioglu, by providing
examples from Nazi Germany and Alfred Kiihn, the magazine conveyed the message that Hitler’s
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destructive authority could only materialize thanks to scholars who remained silent. This emphasis
on the lack of moral courage essentially served as a reference to silent waiting, while the warning
that a lack of social outcry would lead to greater evils constituted an allusion to the conditions of
Turkey at that time (Akis, 1958a, p. 5).

The magazine established a historical metaphor by organizing an essay competition on the
1789 French Revolution in order to bypass oppressive censorship mechanisms. The assertion that
this coup, which cost millions of lives, aimed to place the destiny of people into their own hands
constitutes a direct allusion. The phrase "nations whose hearts are inflamed with the love of liberty
overthrowing despotism from within," found in the texts, can be perceived as a coup warning directed
at the Democrat Party administration of the period. Through such intensive use of the concept of
revolution, the magazine drew attention to the era in which Turkish democracy found itself by stating,
via the example of Napoleon, that the end of those who betray liberty would be a disappointment
(Akis, 1958b, p. 18).

The central discourse in January 1958 featured a warning that involving the military in
politics would "prepare the ground for the audacious perpetrators of future major movements." By
detailing the arrests carried out within the scope of the Nine Officers Incident, the magazine
challenged the government's official thesis, which characterized the event as a separate disciplinary
case. According to Akis, the reason for the arrest of these officers was a direct coup plot, and it was
asserted that information was withheld from the public due to the administration's anxiety regarding
the scope of this plan (Akis, 1958b, p. 18).

In his weekly analyses, Metin Toker presented the departure of Democratic Party leaders
from the democratic ideals they advocated between 1946 and 1950 as the justification for the regime's
failure. According to Toker, victory would belong not to individuals but solely to democratic ideas;
this position was sought to be established as a fundamental argument summarizing the intellectual
basis for the idea of intervention in the minds of the military and the intelligentsia at that time. This
approach framed a potential impending upheaval not as a destruction, but as a necessity for returning
to the original principles that had been abandoned (Akis, 1958c, p. 5).

The most striking discursive outburst in February was the analogy defining the system
through the metaphor of a vehicle. Toker stated that in the West, vehicles are controlled by brakes,
whereas in the East, those dissatisfied with the car attempt to change the car entirely instead of
installing brakes. This sentence is considered one of the references indicating that the existing regime
no longer possessed control mechanisms (brakes) and, consequently, that a total replacement of the
car (the government) could come onto the agenda. Indeed, the same issue included the warning that
"an attempt at naked force may cost the government dearly” (Akis, 1958d, p. 5).

The theme of the coup in the magazine was treated not only as an opposition demand but
also as an element of fear for the government itself. Prime Minister Menderes’ statement in his Bursa
speech, "If they come, who knows how they will come," has been interpreted in political literature
as an expression of the administration's anxiety. Akis presented the Prime Minister’s official
announcement of this concern via the Anadolu Agency to the reader as a certification of non-electoral
possibilities by the very pinnacle of the state (Akis, 1958¢, p. 4). Considering Adnan Menderes’
electoral victories, this expression demonstrates that coup insinuations resonated within the
government ranks as well.

In the final week of the month, the magazine utilized the French Revolution as an example
to advance the argument that the mode of action and the outcome of society were legitimate, asserting
that the 20th century was not far from witnessing such behaviors. These lines serve as another
indicator that the tension within the parliament was reflected upon the streets and the intelligentsia

www.turkishstudies.net/economy



6026 Meryem Irem Uzuner - Abdulvahap Akinci

as a legitimate right of resistance, and that the expectation of intervention was being established on
a sociological basis (Akis, 1958f, p. 21).

In the theater section, the magazine established the idea of a coup on an intellectual
foundation through Ugo Betti's play The Queen and the Rebels. The statement utilized during the
analysis of the work, "Revolution was conducted to re-establish a corrupted order," serves as a
solution proposal offered for the political deadlock of the period via an artistic guise. Through this
discourse, the coup was sought to be legitimized not as a destruction but, on the contrary, as a
necessary restoration process for the revival of an order that had lost its function and become
corrupted (Akis, 1958g, p. 28). Another of the implicit insinuations was encountered in the theater
section; thus, the emphasis on a coup was maintained even in sections of Akis magazine, which
possessed a wide readership, beyond its political news segments.

The magazine adopted a strategy of presenting political ruptures in the outside world as
comparisons to the situation in Turkey. Events such as Fidel Castro’s rising calls for revolution in
response to the dictator Batista’s restriction of liberties in Cuba, and the police siege of the parliament
in France, were utilized as warnings that the oppressive policies of governments would backfire. The
selection and presentation of these news items constituted indirect evidence that the trajectory in
Turkey could likewise culminate in a similar expectation of a coup (Akis, 1958h, pp. 18-19).

Metin Toker’s article titled "Sworn Enemies of Democracy," published at the end of March,
is vital in terms of revealing the psychological dimension of political tension. Toker argued that a
group clustered around the leaders pushed the government away from legitimacy and toward an
oppressive regime with suggestions such as "democracy cannot exist in this country; they will hang
both you and us." Through this discourse, the transformation of political competition from a ballot-
box race into a matter of life and death was criticized. At this point, the utilized insinuation of a coup
was presented to the government not as a wish, but as an inevitable consequence of a process gone
wrong (Akis, 19581, p. 5).

Metin Toker presented a severe historical prognosis for Adnan Menderes through the story
of Napoleon Bonaparte. By reminding that Napoleon was invincible during the period when he
shared the same soup with his soldiers, but that his downfall began at the point where he started to
deify himself, it was insinuated that Menderes was in a similar situation. This comparison was
supported by the observation that the great excitement and public support of the 1950 elections had
been replaced by profound disappointment and silent indignation (Akis, 1958j, p. 6).

The most radical discourse featured in the magazine during this period is the assertion that
in political struggles where legal avenues yield no results, it is a necessity and, simultaneously, a
right for nations to resort to force. These expressions represent one of the clearest reflections in 1958
of the quest for a basis of legitimacy within intellectual circles during the process leading toward the
May 27 intervention. Referencing historical coups, the magazine argued that the repression of
regimes must be met with even greater resistance. Statements such as “the way to bring those who
do not fear into line is to intimidate them” were presented as a struggle strategy indicating that the
political conflict was now tending to overflow beyond constitutional boundaries (Akis, 1958k, p. 16).

Akis emphasized that conditions such as a free press, judicial independence, and university
autonomy are essential for the reconstruction of democracy. By asserting that, in the absence of these
conditions, the public—upon realizing they have been deceived—would halt this trajectory with
strong resistance, the magazine reinforced the intellectual foundation of an impending popular
movement (Akis, 19581, p. 17).

In the section titled New Password, the magazine featured one of Ismet In6nii’s most severe
and historically significant warnings directed at the Democrat Party administration. Indnii’s
statement, "I said that if they have any sense, they will fall while I am still alive," emphasizing that
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the DP had no option other than transferring power through democratic means, was treated not merely
as an electoral prediction but as a serious signal regarding the accumulated indignation on the streets
and a potential intervention. The magazine characterized this move by Inénii as a lifeline extended
to the government; it reinforced the insinuation that Indnii would not be held responsible for the
social upheaval that would ensue should this offer be rejected (Akis, 1958m, pp. 4-6). The warnings
regarding the coup anticipated by the opposition were evaluated under the guise of democracy. At
this point, it is evident that Adnan Menderes’ remark, "If they come, who knows how they will
come," reflected an expectation of a coup. This coup was anticipated from the opposition ranks, as
the opposition was likewise constructing the basis of legitimacy for the impending intervention.

The concept of the Psychosis of Insurrection, which criticizes the government's perception
of all forms of democratic response as a preparation for a coup, constitutes the main axis of the
analyses at the end of May. Metin Toker argued that the government became more aggressive as it
lost public support and that it prepared the elements of insurrection through its very own policies.
According to Toker, it was inevitable that a social movement ignited by a small spark would
transform into a flood, sweeping both Menderes and Inonii from the political stage. At this point, the
magazine touched upon the greatest political taboo of the period by making the observation that
"there can be no organized revolution without inénii"; thus, it insinuated that a potential intervention
could only acquire an organized character through the approval or presence of the main opposition
leader (Akis, 1958n, p. 5). In an interview, we see Aydin Menderes conveying that Ismet inénii stated
he was neither inside nor outside of the coup (Gerger, 1991, s. 142).

In Metin Toker’s analysis titled Examples of Patriotism, the change of government in France
under military pressure and De Gaulle’s ascension to power serve as a mirror to the possibility of
military activity in Turkey. Toker’s observation that De Gaulle came to power by the force of a
revolted army, albeit through legal means, represents a publicized form of the expectations for
military intervention through the press during that period. With this discourse, the magazine
legitimizes the idea that the military could restore legitimacy by intervening in politics under the
label of patriotism (Akis, 19580, p. 5).

The most radical point reached by the discourse in the magazine is Metin Toker’s
announcement of the footsteps of the approaching intervention through a scenario of betrayal directed
specifically at Adnan Menderes himself. Stating that the summer of 1958 would differ from the
summer of 1955, Toker claimed that those closest to Menderes, recognizing that matters had reached
a deadlock, would themselves overthrow the leader. These expressions define the disintegration
within the Democrat Party not merely as a political dissolution, but as a preliminary stage for a
process of liquidation and intervention. According to the magazine, Menderes would suffer a great
disappointment when he felt the weight of these close friends who would spring upon and trample
over him (Akis, 1958p, p. 5).

While analyzing the political tension in the Middle East, the magazine conceptualized the
bloodless uprising carried out by General Chehab in Lebanon in 1952 with the term "rosewater coup."
In Metin Toker’s analyses, references to Gamal Abdel Nasser’s book The Philosophy of the
Revolution were combined with the warning that leaders aspiring to dictatorship would "certainly
have their heads struck," similar to historical examples (Akis, 1958q, pp. 4-5).

The overthrow of the Nuri Said Pasha administration in Iraq on July 14, 1958, was
characterized by Akis as an inevitable fate for oppressive regimes that turn a deaf ear to the voice of
the people. The opening of the gates of Baghdad’s dungeons was equated with the symbolic
significance of the French Revolution and presented through the analogy of a "second Bastille."
According to the magazine, amidst the political polarization and debates over the legitimacy of the
administration in Turkey, this upheaval constituted an implicit yet remarkably clear warning
regarding the possibilities of a military intervention. In particular, the astonishment of Bayar and
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Menderes in the face of this event was emphasized. The fact that the coup in Iraq was carried out
with public approval and by the military—the sole organized force in the country—served as a direct
message for Turkey. Arguing that Iraq was following the path taken by 1789 France with a 168-year
delay, the magazine advanced the idea that voices rising against an unjust order would sooner or later
reach their target. By emphasizing that the revolution was sparked not by external provocations but
by the injustice of the internal social order and the resentment felt toward despotic rule, the
sociological legitimacy of intervention was reinforced (Akis, 1958r, pp. 6-9).

In the analyses conducted at the end of July, the magazine examined the origins of the coup
through the profound abyss between luxury and misery. The contrast between King Faisal’s luxury
yacht, Cadillac automobiles, and his mansion in London versus the destitution of the people was
depicted as "miserable masses swallowing the remnants of banquets." Through this analysis, Akis
emphasized that totalitarian regimes orchestrate their own demise to the extent that they become
detached from the public, articulating its warning regarding economic and social justice to the
government at the highest pitch (Akis, 1958s, p. 7).

In the interviews Ismet indnii gave to the magazine, the administration's style of governance
was heavily criticized by equating it with the internal management of Middle Eastern countries.
Inonii argued that such a form of administration was both unbecoming and harmful for Turkey; he
emphasized that Turkey must be restrained from any adventurous extraterritorial military
expeditions. The magazine highlighted the sentence, “We will not allow the establishment of a
Middle Eastern administration in Turkey” (Akis, 1958t, p. 6). In the magazine's foreign news and
Iraq analyses, coup insinuations were expressed in a much more direct language. Following the
military successes in Egypt, Syria, and Iraq, the observation that there were thousands of officers
ready to replicate this revolution served as a warning underlining the military activity of that period.
This determination regarding young officers rebelling against the colonial order potentially taking
similar steps in their own countries was combined with the message that governments not relying on
the people could be toppled with a single flick "like a building made of playing cards" (Akis, 1958t,

p. 18).

Coup whispers were transformed into a lesson in democracy through the example of
Venezuela featured in the magazine’s section titled "Events in the World." The suppression of a
military coup attempt in Venezuela by the public was interpreted as an indication that movements
undertaken against the people would culminate in defeat (Akis, 1958u, p. 21). The possibility of pro-
government factions within the military staging a pro-government insurrection was presented via the
Venezuelan example, and the discourse was maintained on the premise that coups opposing the will
of the people would be suppressed by the public.

In the analyses at the end of August, the magazine addressed the dangerous point reached by
political polarization through the thesis that the government was forcing the country toward a
revolution. While the opposition argued that the only true precaution against a coup was to return to
the principles of the democratic regime, it was stated that every step taken by the government toward
repression would accelerate its own downfall. With the question, “Was it certain that a different kind
of coup did not reside in the hearts of others?” the magazine alluded to the possibility that the reaction
within the military or the public could shift toward more radical channels outside the RPP, thereby
presenting democracy as the only system that renders a coup unnecessary (Akis, 1958v, p. 12).

Metin Toker argued that the inevitable consequence of corruption in governance and the lack
of oversight was the military shifting to the side of the coup plotters. At this point, the reference made
to the right of "legitimate uprising against oppression" stipulated in the Declaration of Human Rights
constitutes an indirect insinuation of insurrection (Akis, 1958w, pp. 5-6).

Prime Minister Adnan Menderes’ Balikesir speech introduced the concepts of assassination
and "serdengecti" (daredevil/commando) to the coup debates. By accusing the opposition not only
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of inciting a coup but also of instigating an assassin, Menderes explicitly declared that any coup
attempt would be immediately suppressed and that “execution gallows would be erected.” Akis
magazine characterized the reckless use of such grave notions by politicians as a state of total
disintegration (Akis, 1958x, p. 4). These statements by Menderes, which could be interpreted as a
defense strategy against the coup insinuations in the press, were described in Akis as a lack of
seriousness.

The observations presented by the magazine under the title "Swan Song" reflect the concrete
manifestations of the possibility of military intervention on the streets. The sight of jeeps filled with
armed military police patrolling Ankara, along with the dense presence of police and civilian security
forces waiting at intersections, created a de facto state of emergency atmosphere in the country. These
measures, taken especially during President Bayar and Prime Minister Menderes' arrival at the
airport, were questioned by the magazine as a consequence of the government's own delusions;
however, it was reminded that this situation was a dangerous game capable of mobilizing the armed
forces (Akis, 1958x, p. 4).

The coup delirium experienced in September reached an extreme point during the student
protests at Istanbul Technical University. The movement of students protesting the hikes in food
prices was characterized by security forces as the beginning of a coup. An instance where a
commissioner, upon seeing the name Ayhan Toker on a student list, drew a connection to Metin
Toker and exclaimed, “The matter is understood, this is a revolution!” was recorded as an example
demonstrating the political paranoia of the period and the government’s tendency to search for coup
preparations in every dissenting movement (Akis, 1958y, pp. 18-19).

According to Metin Toker’s analyses, behind Menderes’ harsh outbursts lay a deep-seated
apprehension regarding a coup, being held accountable, and, most importantly, the fear that his orders
would no longer be obeyed. Menderes’ statement from the rostrum, "They will make one say
'farewell to democracy,” was presented as a direct threat that the democratic regime could be
suspended (Akis, 1958z, p. 8).

In early October, the constitutional amendment in France and the rise of General de Gaulle
were utilized by the magazine as a mirror for the internal conflicts in Turkish politics. Akis
emphasized that De Gaulle was brought to power as the sole national hero by an army that had
revolted against bad politicians and civilians who governed the country with lies, hypocrisy, and self-
interest. Through this discourse, while the military was legitimized as a force that intervenes in the
event of the civil administration's lack of understanding, an implicit message was conveyed to the
government in Turkey (Akis, 1958aa, p. 4).

In his analysis titled "Three Basic Conditions," Metin Toker argued that for the survival of
democratic regimes, society must act as the guardian of the regime, idealistic statesmen must be
present, and institutions must be prioritized over individuals. A warning was issued toward Turkey
by stating that in the absence of these conditions, nations are doomed to turmoil, coups, and counter-
coups. Toker characterized leaders who deviate from democracy as "slum dictators", arguing that the
loss of authority experienced by such figures renders the regime fragile. The response of "the antidote
to the poison is within itself," given to the question "Insurrection, revolution, or the gallows?", was
presented as a call for resistance against the sounds of intervention (Akis, 1958ab, p. 5).

The end of Nuri al-Said’s administration in Iraq was kept constantly fresh by the magazine
as a potential fate that the Turkish government could face. Ismet Inonii’s speeches at the Sivas and
Amasya conventions functioned as a brake in this atmosphere of polarization. inénii opposed any
provocation toward using "the methods in Iraq" for the public to protect their rights and provided a
guarantee that the administration in Turkey would never take the form of Nuri al-Said’s rule. With
this stance, while criticizing the government's anti-democratic tendencies on one hand, Indnii
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defended democratic legitimacy against developments that smacked of military intervention on the
other (Akis, 1958ac, p. 11).

The journal continued to utilize historical comparisons as lessons for the contemporary
political deadlock. In February 1959, the memoirs of Ismet In6nii, which recounted the unrest within
the army during the reign of Abdul Hamid II and the resentment felt toward palace officers, were
presented as an indirect message regarding the political atmosphere of the period (Akis, 1959a, pp.
14-15). In the narrative of the French Revolution of 1848 published in May 1959, the depiction of
the populace erecting barricades and marching to the palace, culminating in the army eventually
siding with the people and forcing the king to flee, was constructed as a clear implication of a coup
for the reader (Akis, 1959c, pp. 21-22). Consequently, efforts were made to instill a consciousness
of a coup in the public through comparisons drawn from the past or from other countries.

Akis transformed coup attempts in the external world into implicit warning mechanisms
directed toward the ruling power in Turkey. Through the developments in Iraq, it was emphasized
that a coup is not a beginning but rather the result of a long-term political disintegration. The
expression “one should be surprised not that a revolution occurred, but that it did not,” used regarding
the events in Mosul and Baghdad, was presented as one of the most potent pieces of data implying
the inevitability of intervention. Furthermore, the warnings concerning the collapse of dictatorships
in South America and the subsequent coup trials aimed to establish mental links with the oppressive
governance and economic instability in Turkey (Akis, 1959b, pp. 20-21). These parallels drawn with
other countries demonstrate that Akis would also have been surprised had a coup not occurred in
Turkey.

By June 1959, a pessimistic diagnosis emerged suggesting that the boundaries of democratic
struggle had been transgressed. Dogan Avcioglu identified it as a necessity that an opposition whose
legitimate means of struggle are obstructed might resort to brute force. Particularly in response to the
discourse asserting that "the DP would not relinquish power even if it lost the elections," the journal
emphasized that refusing to leave office despite losing an election constituted the "crime of
attempting a coup d'état,”" thereby heralding the approaching footsteps of an intervention through
debates on legitimacy (Akis, 1959d, p. 5).

The fact that July 14 coincided with the first anniversary of the military coup in Iraq was
transformed by the journal’s writers into a platform for delivering a historical lesson to the DP
administration. Through the question “What happened in Baghdad a year ago today?” the implicit
parallels established between the end of Nuri Said Pasha and the policies pursued by Adnan
Menderes served as a reminder regarding the inevitable conclusion of authoritarian tendencies (Akis,
1959¢, p. 5).

The Batista complex and Fidel Castro analogies reflected from the parliamentary rostrum
found an extensive field of analysis within the pages of the journal. The government's accusation of
the opposition as coup provocateurs by likening them to Castro was defined by Turhan Feyzioglu as
a Batista complex, referring to the administration's fear of being overthrown. Akis emphasized that
the fear of being deposed felt by the 83-year-old dictator Batista eventually materialized, implying
that administrations acting out of a fear of being overthrown cannot escape this ultimate fate (Akis,
19591, p. 4).

The most severe implication of intervention in the journal materialized in the comparison of
the government’s persistence in its errors to a fate of being forced to fall “with or without a
parachute.” The emphasis that the RPP would declare the government extra-constitutional if elections
were not held in 1961 functioned as a political announcement opening the door to any form of
intervention against an administration that had lost its legitimacy. According to the journal, the
mindset asserting that power would not be relinquished by disregarding the national will prepared
the ground for a process in which “heads struck against stones would be broken” (Akis, 19591, pp.
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4-5). At this point, the journal provided an advance answer to Adnan Menderes’s question of how
they might arrive. Despite there being two years until the elections, the threats made demonstrated
the profound anxiety felt regarding the future of the administration.

The journal delivered a direct message to the government in Turkey by presenting the
execution of the opposition leader by the South Korean dictator Syngman Rhee on charges of
attempting to overthrow the government under the headline "The Reign of Executioners." It was
emphasized that attempting to eliminate the opposition by declaring them traitors or mortal enemies
would result in shame and disaster; through this foreign news, attention was drawn to the potential
radical consequences of the policies in Turkey (Akis, 1959g, p. 25).

The most potent implications regarding the possibility of a coup and military intervention
are contained within the analyses of the army concealed in the article on Spain. The journal asserted
that a regime could be overthrown not from the outside, but by the hands of its own supporters, and
that the group with the most intense dissatisfaction within this mass was the army. The discontent
felt by officers in the Spanish army concerning their salaries being eroded by inflation and the
incompetence of the administration was presented as a clear reference to the unrest within the Turkish
Armed Forces (Akis, 1959, pp. 21-23).

Samet Agaoglu’s notion that “The gallows are not operational; therefore, there is liberty”
was characterized by the journal as evidence of an authoritarian mindset. Akis argued that the
government derived its legitimacy not from the law but from acting recklessly, and emphasized that
saving a party in the hands of such a group had become a mere fantasy (Akis, 1959h, p. 5).

The opposition’s response to the government's accusations of coup incitement was
extensively covered in the journal through Suphi Baykam’s speech in Konya. Baykam defined the
government's refusal to leave office despite losing an election as a direct coup and reminded that the
penalty for such an illegitimate path was specified as death in the constitution. This harsh rhetoric
demonstrates that the political struggle had transcended the boundaries of the ballot box and that an
intervention to protect constitutional legitimacy was constructed as a legal necessity (Akis, 19591, p.
10).

In the column "Haftanin iginden" published in December 1959, the potential consequences
of the Prime Minister's inability to be restrained through democratic methods were characterized as
a "dreaded outcome." The journal argued that the administration's perception of its rivals as traitors
had evolved the trajectory toward a point of "being restrained through the use of force," thereby
emphasizing once again the inevitability of an intervention (Akis, 1959j, p. 5).

The emphasis that the public did not complain despite Ayub Khan’s abolition of the
constitution following the coup, and that the administration was transferred without a single shot
being fired, was presented as a scenario for a bloodless intervention in Turkey. The journal depicted
the termination of the reign of partisan politicians as a necessity for the peace of society, thereby
providing an intellectual foundation for circles that legitimized military intervention as a restorative
act of salvation (Akis, 19591, p. 7).

The warning “The clock is about to strike twelve,” articulated by Metin Toker at the
beginning of January 1960, was presented not merely as a political prediction but as a summary of
the intervention being discussed in Ankara. The journal asserted that the administration would
suffocate within the oppressive mechanisms of its own creation and that the final blow was now
inevitable, thereby mentally preparing society and the bureaucracy for an impending upheaval (Akis,
1960a, p. 3).

Ismet Indnii’s trip to Bursa in 1960 was depicted by Akis as evidence that the DP’s
stronghold was collapsing and as an explosion of the public's resentment toward the government.
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Inonii’s stance during this process was reinforced through a comparison to Churchill; however, the
actual turning point was reflected in the journal through inénii’s following words: “The world will
collapse upon the heads of those who attempt to remain in power despite being unable to win an
election, and Indnii stands ready to roll up his sleeves for this task.” This statement was interpreted
as an explicit affirmation that an intervention would be carried out, if necessary through extra-legal
means, against a government that refused to relinquish power through democratic channels (Akis,
1960, pp. 4-9).

The journal harshly criticized the government's attempt to construct a person-oriented
authority in the article titled PUT (IDOL). In an environment where the masses were seized by a
form of hysteria and sycophancy was being force-fed to the nation like an opium pill, the journal
emphasized that the alarm bells were ringing violently. Arguing that remaining silent by seeking
refuge behind clichés such as the prudence of the nation or the maturity of the people was a conscious
surrender to the ploy, Akis stated, “We possess the power to say stop today. Tomorrow we may not,”
thereby implicitly expressing that a military intervention or a popular movement had become
inevitable (Akis, 1960b, p. 5).

In February 1960, the coup discourse evolved into an implication of direct physical
liquidation. Stating that the government was attempting to change the rules of the game, the journal
issued the following jarring warning: “The rules of the game will not change... if they insist on not
leaving the field, they will be grasped by the arm and sent back to where they came from.” The
metaphor of the referee's whistle used here was recorded as the most concrete implication of
intervention, suggesting that an extra-ballot power would have the final word and that this decision
would absolutely be submitted to (Akis, 1960c, p. 5).

The journal opened the intervention of the military into politics for discussion through the
example of Burma. General Ne Win's act of conducting elections and transferring power to the
civilian leader U Nu was presented as a parallel for civil-military relations in Turkey. In the article
titled "The Secret of Democracy," a warning was issued regarding the fate of administrations that
refuse to leave through elections: “If General Ne Win had insisted on remaining in power... blood
would have flowed... a stray bullet would have promptly proven to the General that ambition leads
people to the grave by the fastest route,” thereby reminding of the inevitability and the consequences
of intervention (Akis, 1960d, p. 12).

The Republican People's Party Party Assembly declaration, published in the middle of
March, proclaimed that the regime had reached a breaking point with an emphasis on a "dangerous
degree." Amidst this political tension, the journal reported that young staff colonels and intellectuals
had joined the RPP, making a very serious implication regarding the invisible bond between the
young and dynamic cadres of the army and the opposition (Akis, 1960e, p. 10).

Akis continued to instill the concept of a coup—a term whose direct utterance was prohibited
or subject to censorship—into the Turkish public consciousness through the lens of the global
agenda. By utilizing the example of Cuba and the observation that “the Batistas always pack their
bags and flee,” the fate of those standing against the will of the people was symbolized. Furthermore,
by asserting that accusing coup leaders of being leftists or communists would not alter the realities,
a defensive reflex was developed against the labeling tactics employed by the ruling power in Turkey
toward the opposition (Akis, 1960f, p. 5).

At the beginning of April, the unrest within the military materialized through the incident
involving Major Selahaddin Cetiner, who resigned in protest against the obstruction of Ismet Inénii’s
path during his trip to Kayseri. While analyzing this incident and the investigations launched into
certain officers, Akis offered a prognosis regarding the future of the regime. The statements in the
"Haftanin Iginden" column, asserting that the transfer of power would occur not through normal
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channels but via a "destructive and injurious liquidation," were presented as one of the clearest
harbingers of a staggering intervention (Akis, 1960g, pp. 5-16).

The historical narrative titled "France: The Return of Napoleon," substituted for censored
political news, constitutes a profound allusion to the era's fear of military intervention. The account
of the troops sent against Napoleon upon his return from exile—who, rather than opening fire,
aligned themselves with their former commander—functions as another warning directed at the
government. The journal characterized the attempts of civilian administrators to deploy soldiers
against former commanders as "an error that would later serve as a cautionary lesson for many"
(Akis, 1960h, pp. 3-5). This reference to the background of Ismet Inonii is exceptionally fragile given
the sensitive dynamics of the period.

Akis addressed the Turkish agenda at the end of April through the collapse of Syngman
Rhee's administration in South Korea. By depicting scenes such as university youth pouring into the
streets and the police opening fire on the public, a mirror was held to the events occurring on the
streets of Ankara and Istanbul. While emphasizing the predicament dictators find themselves in
"when the slap of the nation falls upon their faces," the expression "rushing water inevitably breaches
the dam" was presented as a metaphor symbolizing the uncontrollability of a social explosion (Akis,
19601, pp. 4-6).

Conclusion

This study analyzes the governing period of the Democrat Party between 1950 and 1960 and
the opposition discourse constructed through Akis magazine during the final stage of this era. The
grounds of democratic legitimacy, established by the DP’s electoral victory, were subjected to intense
criticism by certain circles from the early years of its administration. The actions between 1950 and
1957 discussed in the first section of the study are evaluated not merely as historical data, but as a
foundational basis for contextualizing the discursive origins and the critical framework of the rigid
opposition that became distinct after 1957.

The period from the 1957 elections to May 27, 1960, when examined through the axis of
Akis magazine’s editorial policy, reveals that the magazine functioned not merely as a news source
but also as a center for political restructuring, and as a result of the analyses conducted, the following
fundamental conclusions have been reached:

e In the content of the magazine, the concept of a coup was constructed not merely as a
possibility but as an inevitable solution presented in the face of political deadlock, and it has
been determined across numerous issues and copies that this concept was woven into the text
sometimes directly and, more frequently, through implication.

e Akis did not limit coup implications solely to local dynamics; it associated coup and
revolution processes in the international arena, particularly in countries experiencing similar
political tensions, with Turkish politics, and the organic and symbolic ties established
between these countries and Turkey conveyed the notion to the reader that similar causes
would yield similar consequences, thereby normalizing the intervention at a cognitive level.
In conclusion, Akis magazine during the 1957-1960 period became one of the sharp and

directive instruments of the opposition carried out against the DP administration; by removing the
intervention from being a mere possibility and presenting it as an inevitable situation, it played a
decisive role in the political communication of the era.
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AKis Dergisi’nde Darbe Kavraminin Séylemsel Insasi (1957-1960)

Giris
1957 secimlerinin ardindan Demokrat Parti’nin tiiglincli iktidar donemi, memleketin siyasi
atmosferinde tansiyonun en yiiksek oldugu siireci baglatmigtir. Iktidar ile muhalefet arasindaki
gerilimin pik yaptig1 bu donemde, donemin etkili yayimn organlarindan biri olan Akis dergisi, sadece
yasananlar1 aktaran bir basin kurulusu olmanin Stesine gegmis ve siyasete etkin yonlendirmeleri
olmustur.

Dergi, oOzellikle yazim dilindeki sertlik ve analizleriyle Demokrat Parti’nin siyasi
mesruiyetini kaybettigi tezini islemistir. Bu stratejik yayin politikas1 araciligryla darbe diislincesini
toplumsal ve siyasal bir gereklilikmis gibi kurgulayarak, mevcut yonetime karsi radikal bir degisim
algismi iglemistir. Basin iizerindeki yasal denetim ve kisitlamalar nedeniyle bu elestirel tutum, her
zaman dogrudan bir dille olmamuistir. Dergi, yasal engellere takilmamak adina mesajlarini cogunlukla
imalarla ya da baska iilkelerde gergeklesen siyasi degisim ve darbe 6rnekleri {izerinden vermistir. Bu
dolayli anlatim yontemi, hem mevcut sansiir mekanizmalarini agsmaya imkan tanimig hem de
okuyucu zihninde mevcut yonetimle diinyadaki benzer siyasi kargasaliklar arasinda paralellikler
kurulmasini saglamistir.

Bu caligma, SOylem Analizi yontemiyle Akis dergisinin 1957-1960 yillarn arasindaki
niishalarini incelemektedir. Caligma kapsaminda, derginin yayim politikasi, haber metinlerinde
kullanilan imalar ve tarihsel anlatilar iizerinden siyasal krizin nasil adim adim bir miidahale
beklentisine doniistiiriildiigii analiz edilmistir. Be sebeple arastirmaya konu olan yillar arasindaki
dergiler incelenmis ve darbe imalarimin oldugu sayilar ve bu imalar ¢éziimlenmistir. Arastirmanin
odaklandig1 temel sorular sunlardir:

e Akis dergisinde dogrudan veya dolayli olarak darbe ¢agrilart yer almakta midir?

e Dergide yer alan dogrudan veya dolayli darbe ¢agrilar1 hangi siyasal gerekcelere
dayandirilmaktadir?

e Dergide darbeye yonelik yapilan imalar miidahalenin mesruiyet zeminini nasil
kurgulamigtir?

Bu ¢aligmanin temel argiimani; Akis dergisinin 1957-1960 yillar1 arasinda Demokrat Parti
iktidarina kars1 dogrudan bir ¢agr1 yerine, sdylemsel diizeyde bir darbe imas1 insa ettigi ve bu fikri
sistematik bir bigimde toplumsal hafizaya isledigidir. Dergi; Irak, Kiiba, Pakistan ve Giiney Kore
gibi tilkelerdeki askeri miidahale ve halk ayaklanmalarini Tiirkiye i¢ siyasetine dair birer projeksiyon
aract olarak kullanarak, darbe kavramini soyut bir ihtimal olmaktan ¢ikarip somut ve goriiniir bir
gerceklige doniistlirmiistiir. Bu strateji araciligiyla Akis, iktidarin mesruiyet kaybim islerken, diger
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yandan askeri miidahaleyi toplumsal zihinde normallestirerek yaklasan darbenin fikri ve sosyolojik
zeminini hazirlayan bir mesrulastirma gorevi gormiistiir.

Demokrat Parti Iktidar1 (1950-1957 Arasi)

1945-50 yillar1 arasindaki siyasi siire¢, 1923 yilindan itibaren hayata gecirilen Cumhuriyet
reformlariin son agamasini gostermektedir. Cok partili siyasi hayata gecis siireci, aniden degil devlet
yoOnetiminin temel gayelerinden birisi olan Batili tarzda demokratiklesme saikinin bir iiriindiir. Ancak
bu gecis donemi toplumsal ve siyasal direngle karsi karsiya kalmis. Donemin sartlar1 geregi II. Diinya
Savasi'ndan sonraya ertelenmistir.

1945°ten 6nceki siiregte yasanan ¢ok partili hayata ge¢is denemelerinin ardindan ivme
kazanan demokratiklesme siireci, toplumsal gelisimin bir sonucu olarak goriilebilir. Bu siirecte sosyal
dinamiklerin ve toplumsal egilimlerin tam olarak analiz edilememesi yapisal bir eksiklik olarak
ortaya ¢ikmistir. Modernlesme hizinin toplumun degisime ayak uydurabilme hiziyla ortiismemesi
Demokrat Parti’nin ylikselisi i¢in uygun zemini hazirlamigtir. 1950 oncesindeki bu durum,
gerceklestirilememis sosyal beklentiler ve Batili demokrasi vizyonunun bir kesisimi haline gelmis
ve sonug olarak iktidarin barisgil sekilde el degistirdigi tarihsel bir doniim noktasi olmustur.

Tiirkiye’de demokratiklesme siireci, 14 Mayis 1950 genel se¢imleriyle birlikte kritik bir esigi
asmistir. Toplumsal katilimin oldukga yiiksek oldugu bu sec¢imler, biiyiik bir siikinet ve seffaflik
igerisinde gergeklestirilmistir. Demokrat Parti, “Yeter! S6z Milletindir!” slogani etrafinda
sekillendirdigi se¢cim kampanyasiyla genis kitlelerin destegini kazanarak oylarin yaklasik %53,4’{inii
almay1 basarmistir (Akinci, 2025, s. 55). Donemin sec¢im sistemi neticesinde, oy oranlari arasindaki
fark sandalyelere daha keskin bir bigimde yansimig; DP 408 sandalyeyle iktidara gelirken,
Cumbhuriyet Halk Partisi 69 sandalyede kalmistir. Dikkat cekici bir diger nokta ise CHP’nin
geleneksel kaleleri olarak nitelendirilen Bati Anadolu bolgelerinde dahi {istiinliik kuramamasi ve
desteginin daha ¢ok Dogu Anadolu’daki yerel yapilarla sinirli kalmasidir®.

1950 secim sonuglar1 toplumsal diizlemde fazlaca heyecanla karsilanirken, Ismet indnii ve
Cumbhuriyet Halk Partisi kanadinda belirgin bir kirilmaya isaret etmistir. indnii déneminde
gerceklestirilen siyasal ve ekonomik reform hamleleri, gegcmis donemlerin idari mirasini ve
toplumsal hafizadaki algilar1 doniistirmekte yetersiz kalmistir. Bu siirecin en kritik unsurlarindan
biri, ordu igerisindeki belirli odaklarin se¢im sonuglarmi gecersiz kilarak miidahale etme yoniindeki
telkinlerinin, Ismet Inonii tarafindan geri cevrilmesidir’. Indnii’niin iktidar1 Demokrat Parti’ye
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Bazi degerlendirmelere gore katilim oraninin %90’a yaklastigi, DP’nin sandalye sayisinin 416’ya kadar c¢iktig1 ifade
edilmektedir (Basgil, 2014, s.66). Diger taraftan, yaygin kabul goren verilere gore segime katilim orant %89,3 seviyelerinde
gerceklesmis; DP %53,3°1ik oy oraniyla 408 milletvekili, CHP ise %39,9’luk oy oraniyla 69 milletvekili ¢ikarmistir. Bu
tabloya Millet Partisi 1 milletvekili ve bagimsizlar 9 milletvekili ile eslik etmistir (Lewis, 1970, s.311). Bu sonuglar,
Tiirkiye siyasal hayatinda iktidarin sandik yoluyla ve bariscil bir bicimde el degistirdigi beyaz ihtilal olarak adlandirilan
donemi baglatmustir.

714 May1s 1950 segimlerinin ardindan ortaya gikan tablo, devletin yerlesik biirokratik ve askeri yapisi igerisinde belirli bir
direng odaginin olugmasina yol agmistir. Se¢im sonuglarinin netlesmesiyle birlikte, statiilkoyu muhafaza etme egilimindeki
baz1 askeri yetkililerin, halkin sandiga yansiyan iradesini askiya almaya yonelik bir refleks sergiledigi goriilmektedir.
Tarihsel anlatilar, baz iist diizey komutanlarin iktidarm Demokrat Parti’ye devredilmesini engellemek amaciyla Ismet
Inénii’ye miidahale teklifinde bulunduklarmi ve degisimin yaratacagi belirsizlige dair kaygilarmi dile getirdiklerini
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devrederek, ana muhalefet liderligi konumuna gelmesi, Tiirk siyasal hayatinda bir ilk olarak iktidarin
sandikta, bariscil yollarla degisimini gostermektedir. Bu doniisiim 1876’dan beri demokratiklesme
ivmesinin artiginin bir tezahiiriidiir. Demokrat Parti’nin kazandig1 bu zafer, modernlesme idealinin
toplumsal iradeyle biitiinlesebileceginin somut bir gdstergesi olmustur.

Demokrat Parti Meclis Grubu, ilk toplantisinda kadrolarini belirlemis; yapilan gizli oylama
sonucunda Celal Bayar, 345 iiyenin destegini alarak cumhurbagkani adayi1 olarak gosterilmistir.
Mubhalefet safindayken partili cumhurbaskanligi modeline yonelik sert elestiriler getiren DP,
Bayar’in secilmesiyle birlikte benzer bir siyasal tartismanin odaginda konumlanmistir. Celal Bayar,
bu elestirileri bertaraf etmek ve tarafsizlik ilkesini vurgulamak amaciyla cumhurbaskanlig
makamina geldikten sonra parti genel baskanligindan istifa etmistir. Bayar’in cumhurbaskanligina
secilmesinin akabinde, hiikiimeti kurma gdrevi Adnan Menderes’e verilmis ve boylece Tiirkiye
Cumbhuriyeti’nin 19. hiikiimeti olan ilk DP kabinesi kurulmustur (Toker, 1991, s. 28).

1950 genel se¢imleri dncesinde Birinci Ordu Komutan1 General Tinaztepe nezdinde birlesen
miidahaleci egilimler, Ismet Inonii’niin kiiresel demokratiklesme politikasma olan sempatisi
sonucunda dizginlenmistir. Ancak se¢im sonrasi Demokrat Parti’nin iktidara gelisi, askeri
biirokrasinin statiikocu tavr1 nedeniyle derin bir giivenlik krizini tetiklemistir. Ozellikle iist diizey
komutanlarin Ankara’daki olagan dis1 hareketliligi ve indnii’ye yapildig1 iddia edilen darbe teklifi,
yeni hiikiimetin orduya yonelik giivensizligine neden olmustur. Bu siireg, 6 Haziran’da bir darbe
ihbari iizerine baslatilan ve Tiirk siyasi tarihine ordu tasfiyesi olarak gegen kapsamli operasyonla
sonu¢lanmistir. Menderes hiikiimeti; Genelkurmay Bagkani ve kuvvet komutanlarimi kapsayan
tasfiyeler araciligiyla ordu-CHP arasindaki tarihsel 6zdeslesmeyi kirmayi, sivil otoriteyi tesis etmeyi
ve askeri yapiyr demokratik sisteme entegre ederek devlet aygiti lizerindeki kontroliinii
giiclendirmeyi amacglamistir (Ahmad, 1996, s. 190-193).

1950 genel secimlerinden zaferle ayrilan Demokrat Parti, iktidarinin ilk evresinde
muhafazakar segmen tabaninin dini talepleri ile devletin laik yapis1 arasinda siyasal bir denge kurma
stratejisi izlemistir. Bagbakan Adnan Menderes, 13 Haziran 1950°deki hiikiimet programi sunusunda
devrimleri, halka mal olmus ve halka mal olmamis seklinde ikiye ayirarak toplumsal kabul gérmeyen
uygulamalarda degisiklikler yapilacaginin isaretini vermistir. Bu yaklasimin en somut tezahiiri,
yaklasik on sekiz yil boyunca siirdiiriillen Tiirk¢e ezan uygulamasinin nihayete erdirilmesiyle
gerceklesmistir. Tlrk Ceza Kanunu’nda yapilan hukuki diizenleme ile ezanin Arapga okunmasi
oniindeki engeller kaldirilmis; muhalefetle mutabakatla, uygulamanin asil yiiriitiiciisii olan
Cumbhuriyet Halk Partisi de meclisteki bu degisiklige destek vermistir. Bu doniisiim siireci, 6zellikle
Tiirk Silahli Kuvvetleri’nin {ist kademelerinde belirgin bir huzursuzluga yol a¢mistir. Askeri
biirokraside olusan bu diren¢ karsisinda DP iktidari, yiiriitme erkinin otoritesini pekistirmek adina
genis kapsamli bir tasfiye ve kadro yenileme hareketine ydnelmistir. Ote yandan, diizenlemeye
yonelik en sert i¢ muhalefetin Cumhurbaskani Celal Bayar’dan gelmesi ve Bayar’in istifa esigine
kadar varmasi, partinin kendi biinyesindeki laiklik hassasiyetini ortaya koymustur. Neticede,
Menderes’in yiiriittligii siyasi uzlasi ¢cabalar1 ve denge politikasi sayesinde bu kriz asilmis ve Arapca
ezan uygulamasi yeniden hayata gecirilmistir (Akinci, 2025, s. 71).

Demokrat Parti, iktidarinin ilk yillarinda bir yandan selefi donemin siyasal mirasiyla
hesaplasirken, diger yandan kendi siyasi cergevesini yapilandirmaya odaklanmistir. Bu siirecin
iktisadi ayagimni, 1950 yili temmuz ay1 basinda yiriirliige giren ve dis ticarette genis kapsamli bir

kaydetmektedir.Ancak Ismet Inénii, bu yéndeki girisimleri ve baskilar1 kesin bir dille reddederek demokratik siirecin
isleyisine olan baglihgmni ortaya koymustur. S6z konusu iddialar karsisinda Inénii, bu tarz bir miidahale tesebbiisiiniin
varligini reddetmekle birlikte, bdyle bir durum gergeklesmis olsa dahi buna asla izin vermeyecegini ifade ederek Tiirkiye’de
sivil siyasetin ve demokratik olgunlugun yerlesmesine kritik bir katki saglamistir. Bu tavir, Tiirkiye’nin ¢ok partili siyasal
hayata gegcisinde iktidarin bariscil bir bigimde el degistirmesini miimkiin kilan temel unsurlardan biri olmustur (Kogas,
1977, 5.208).
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serbestlesmeyi 6ngoren liberasyon hamleleri olusturmustur. Stratejik onemi olan kisith bir {iriin
grubu haricinde, glimriiklerin yabanci mengeli mallara agilmasi, partinin serbest piyasa ekonomisine
gecis konusundaki kararliliginin bir gostergesi olarak kabul edilmektedir (Erogul, 2014, s. 91).
DP’nin bu dénemde hayata ge¢irdigi i¢ ve dis siyaset hamleleri, birbirini tamamlayan bir biitiinliik
sergilemektedir. Bu yonelim, temelleri daha 6nce atilmis olan Tiirkiye’nin kiiresel kapitalist sisteme
eklemlenme ve Amerika Birlesik Devletleri ile stratejik bir yakinlik kurma hedefinin en somut
asamasini olusturmustur. Menderes hiikiimetinin géreve gelisi, Tiirkiye nin bu kiiresel entegrasyon
stirecinde ¢cok daha kararli adimlar atacaginin isareti olmustur (Gevgilili, 1981, s. 74).

Dis politikada Bati bloku ile entegrasyonu derinlestirmeyi hedefleyen Ankara yonetimi, 25
Haziran 1950 tarihinde patlak veren Kore Savasi’ni s6z konusu stratejik yakinlagma i¢in bir imkan
olarak degerlendirmistir. Basin kanaliyla insa edilen hiir diinyay1 savunma sdylemi ve goniilliiliik
esasina dayali propaganda faaliyetleri, Kore’ye askeri birlik gonderme kararimin zeminini
hazirlamistir. Diinya siyasetinin kapitalist ve sosyalist bloklar olarak iki kutba ayrildigi bu gerilimli
donemde, egemen siyasi anlayis Tiirkiye’yi Ozgilir diinyanin sarsilmaz bir parcasit olarak
konumlandirmigtir. Bu goriise gore, komiinizm tehdidi altindaki Giiney Kore’ye askeri destek
vermek, yalnizca cografi olarak uzak bir ¢atismaya miidahil olmak degil, dogrudan Tiirkiye nin
giivenligini tesis etmek anlamina gelmekteydi (Gevgilili, 1981, s. 74-75).

Demokrat Parti hiikiimetinin 1953 sonunda Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi’nin mal varligina el
koyma girigimi, Tiirk siyasi tarihinin iktidar ve muhalefet gerginligi agisindan kirilma noktalarindan
biridir. Adnan Menderes liderligindeki iktidar, tek parti doneminde hazine kaynaklariyla elde edilen
varliklar1 gayrimesru iktisap olarak nitelendirmis; binalardan sanat eserlerine kadar tiim kalemlerin
kamuya iadesini Ongdren bir yasa tasarisi hazirlamistir. DP iginde de miilkiyet hakki ihlali
gerekgesiyle bireysel itirazlar yiikselse de Menderes, bu adimi siyasi bir zorunluluk ve toplumsal
adalet olarak savunmustur. Muhalefetin olmadig1 bir Karma Komisyon eliyle yiiriitiilen yasama
stireci, CHP nezdinde demokratik varolusa bir miidahale olarak algilanmstir. 14 Aralik’taki Meclis
oturumunda Ismet Inénii’niin sert elestirilerine ragmen, CHP grubunun protesto amaciyla salonu terk
etmesiyle tasar1 yasalagmistir. Cumhurbaskani Celal Bayar’in onayiyla yiiriirliige giren diizenleme,
iilke genelinde CHP taginmazlarina el konulmasiyla sonug¢lanarak iktidar-muhalefet iligkilerinde bir
yara agmugtir (Toker, 1991, s. 255-257).

Demokrat Parti doneminde basin tizerindeki denetim, 6zellikle kamu kaynaklarinin ve resmi
ilanlarin politika araci olarak kullanilmasiyla tesis edilmistir. 1950 sonrasi ilan dagitim yetkisinin
hiikiimet kontroliine gegmesiyle, devlet tesvikleri seffaf kriterler yerine siyasi sadakat ekseninde
dagitilmis; bu durum yandas basin1 ekonomik olarak ihya ederken muhalif medyay1 mali dar bogaza
stiriiklemistir. Ekonomik baskilarin yani sira 1951°den itibaren Basin Kanunu’nda yapilan yasal
degisiklikler, gazetecilere yonelik hapis ve para cezalarim1 agirlagtirarak yargi kiskacim
genisletmistir. Bu sertlesme, 1954 segimleri 6ncesinde ispat hakki tartismalariyla doruga ulagmaistir.
Iktidarin, gazetecilere iddialarmi mahkemede kamtlama hakki tanimamasi ve savcilara resen
sorusturma yetkisi vermesi, basin 6zgiirliigiinii kisitlayan baskici bir hukuksal ¢ercevenin dogmasina
yol agmustir (Turan, 1999, s. 105).

1954 segimleri Oncesinde hiikiimet, idari kontrolii saglmalastirmak amaciyla basin ve
akademik camia iizerindeki denetim mekanizmalarimi sikilagtirmistir. Bu kapsamda, {iniversite
Ogretim iiyelerinin siyasi faaliyetlerini sinirlandiran yasal diizenlemeler hayata gecirilmis ve se¢im
donemine girilirken basin kanunu daha da sertlestirilmistir. 2 Mayis 1954 tarihinde gerceklestirilen
genel segimlerde Demokrat Parti, oy oramimi %58,4’e ylikselterek parlamentoda 503 sandalye ile
mutlak bir gogunluk elde etmistir®. Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi ise %35,1 oy almasina ragmen, donemin

8 DP’nin 1954 yilinda elde ettigi bu ezici temsil giicii, akademik gevrelerde hem bir bagari hem de yapisal bir risk olarak
degerlendirilmektedir. Mecliste %93’e ulasan bu orantisiz temsil yetkisinin, yonetimde bir denetlenemezlik algisi
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liste usulii ¢ogunluk secim sistemi nedeniyle yalnizca 31 milletvekili ¢ikarabilmistir. Bu donemde
de muhalefetin nispeten daha giiclii oldugu alanlar, geleneksel yerel dinamiklerin ve biiyilik toprak
sahiplerinin etkili oldugu Dogu illeri olmustur. Ote yandan, laiklik ilkesine aykiri faaliyetler
yuriittiigl gerekgesiyle kapatilan Millet Partisi’nin halefi olan Cumhuriyet¢i Millet Partisi, %4,8 oy
orantyla 5 milletvekili kazanmig ve bu vekillerin tamami Osman Boliikkbasi’nin memleketi
Kirsehir’den secilmistir (Ziircher, 2017, s. 326-327).

Iktidar, parlamentodaki sayisal iistiinliigiinii idari yapi iizerinde dogrudan bir denetim
mekanizmasi olarak kullanmaya baslamistir. 1954 genel secimlerinde muhalefet partilerine yogun
destek veren boélgeler, bu siirecin bir yansimasi olarak idari degisikliklere maruz kalmistir. Bu
baglamda, 6429 sayili Kanun ile Kirsehir’in il statiisiinden ¢ikarilarak ilceye doniistiiriilmesi ve
Malatya’nin boliinmesi suretiyle Adiyaman’in kurulmasi, donemin siyasi literatiiriinde cografi
cezalandirma oOrnekleri olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Hiikkiimet s6z konusu diizenlemeleri iktisadi
zorunluluklar ve cografi gerekliliklerle gerekcelendirse de muhalefet bu adimlar1 dogrudan siyasi
miidahale olarak nitelendirmistir (Erogul, 2014, s. 153-154). Tarihsel perspektifte ise bu durumun
bir ilk olmadigina dikkat ¢ekilerek; benzer bir uygulamanin 1930 yilinda, Serbest Firka’ya destek
verdigi gerekgesiyle Silifke’ nin il statiisiiniin geri alinmasi siirecinde de yasandigi ifade edilmektedir
(Ahmad & Ahmad, 1976, s. 125). Bu durumda da goriilebildigi iizere Demokrat Parti CHP nin
stratejilerini uyguladigi halde yine CHP tarafindan elestirilmistir.

1954 genel secimleri sonrasinda artan siyasi gerilim ve muhalefetin propaganda faaliyetleri,
Demokrat Parti’nin basin iizerindeki denetimini yasal diizenlemelerle sikilastirmasina yol agmustir.
Bu siirecin bir 6rnegi 6 Haziran 1956°da yasalasan ve hakaret suclarina yonelik cezai miieyyideleri
agirlagtiran yeni basin kanunudur. Bu diizenleme, parlamentodaki ezici ¢ogunlukla kabul edilmistir.
Ana muhalefet lideri Ismet Indnii, bu kanunu sikiydnetim rejimine gecisin bir onciilii olarak
nitelendirmis ve mevcut siyasi durumu demokratik hayat {izerindeki gecici bir giines tutulmasina
benzetmistir. Indnii, hiirriyetin korunmasi i¢in idari baski yerine bagimsiz yargmin gerekliligini
vurgulamistir (Erer, 1963, s. 274-275).

Demokrat Parti bilinyesinde 1954 yili sonrasinda bas gosteren ekonomik sikintilar ve 6-7
Eyliil hadiselerinin tetikledigi toplumsal huzursuzluk, siyasi yapinin merkezinde ve yerel
birimlerinde bir boliinmeye yol agmistir. Bu donemde ispat hakki tartismalari, partideki goriis
ayriliklarinin odak noktasini olugturmustur. Siireg, baglangicta sinirli sayida milletvekilinin sundugu
bir yasa teklifiyle baglamis, zamanla partinin agir toplarinin da bu harekete destek vermesiyle krizin
boyutu genislemistir. Ozellikle yonetim kademesinde yer alan isimlerin mubhalif saflara katilmasi,
Adnan Menderes liderligindeki parti genel merkezi tarafindan dogrudan bir otorite sarsilmasi olarak
algilanmis ve bu durum sert bir disiplin siirecinin 6niinii agmistir. Yaklasan biiyiik kongre dncesinde
kontrolii elinde tutmak isteyen parti yonetimi, ayrik sesleri susturmak adina hem sahislara yonelik
yaptirimlart hem de yapisal degisiklikleri iceren kapsamli bir strateji yiiriirliige koymustur. Bu
dogrultuda, ispat hakkini savunan isimlerden geri adim atmalar1 istenmis fakat tekliflerinden
vazgecmeyen Kkisiler gorevlerinden uzaklastirilmistir. Ayni donemde hayata gegirilen tiiziik
degisiklikleriyle yerel teskilatlarin hareket alami kisitlanmis, genel merkezin milletvekili aday
belirleme siirecindeki belirleyici rolii pekistirilmistir. Parti igindeki demokratik isleyisin zayiflamasi
seklinde yorumlanan bu hamleler, muhalif grubun daha da genislemesine neden olmus imza sayisinin
19°a ¢ikmasi, partideki kopus siirecini keskinlestirmistir (Temiir, 2022, s. 323-329).

Bagbakan Adnan Menderes, hiikiimetine yonelik bu toplu tepkiyi gogiislemek adina sadece
kendi sahs1 adina glivenoyu isteme yoluna gitmistir. Meclis grubuna hitap ederken parlamentonun
kudretine atif yapan ve “Siz isterseniz anayasay1 bile degistirebilirsiniz” seklinde dile getirdigi

olusturdugu ve zamanla otoriter egilimleri tetikledigi ileri siiriilmektedir. Ayrica, bu denli genis bir meclis grubunun
homojen yapisint korumanin zorlugu, ilerleyen siiregte parti i¢i boliinmelere ve siyasi istikrarsizliklara zemin hazirlamistir
(Erogul, 2014, s. 149).
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meshur climlesi, genis yanki uyandirmistir. Giiven tazeleyen Menderes dordiincii kez hiikiimet kurma
yetkisi alsa da bu siirecte partiden kopan ispatcilar grubu 20 Aralik 1955'te Hiirriyet Partisi'ni hayata
gecirerek meclis icindeki muhalif durusu daha 6rgiitlii bir yapiya kavusturmustur (Yilmaz, 2020, s.
98-105).

1957 segimleri oncesinde CHP, HP ve CMP arasinda kurulmasi planlanan ittifak zemini,
Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi’nin son anda yaptig1 taktiksel bir hamleyle ¢okmistiir. Diger muhalif
partilerin kongrelerinden is birligi karari ¢ikarmasinin hemen ardindan CHP’nin vazgectigini
aciklamasi, siyasi dengeleri tamamen degistirmistir. Bu manevra ile CHP, kendini meydanlardaki
tek giiglii muhalefet odagi olarak konumlandirmay1 hedeflemis ve bagarmistir. Nihayetinde bu planl
geri ¢ekilme, 1957 secimlerinde CHP nin parlamentodaki koltuk sayisint 6nemli dl¢iide artirmasini
saglayan temel faktor olmustur (Erer, 1963, s. 298-299).

Demokrat Parti, 1957 segimlerinde iiciincii kez zaferle ¢ikmay1 basarmistir. iktidarin se¢im
kanununda yaptig1 diizenlemelerle partilerin karma liste olusturmasini veya ortak cephe kurmasini
yasaklamasi, muhalif oylarin boliinmesine yol agan bir hamle olmustur. Fakat bu hamle olmasaydi
dahi CHP’nin bu ortakliktan ¢ekilmesi nedeniyle sonu¢ degismeyecekti.

1957 yilindaki genel segim verileri, ana muhalefet partisi konumundaki CHP’nin oylarinda
belirgin bir yiikselis yasandigin1 kanitlamaktadir. 1950 ve 1954 yillarindaki diisiis trendini kiran
parti, oy oranin1 %41’e tastyarak kaybettigi oylar geri kazanmistir. Bu donemde muhalefetin diger
bilesenleri olan Cumhuriyet¢i Millet Partisi ve Hiirriyet Partisi’nin oylar1 da eklendiginde, iktidar
karsit1 toplam segmen kitlesi %51°1 asarak salt cogunluga ulasmistir. Bu istatistiksel tablo, muhalefet
partilerinin birlesmesini engelleyen yasal ve stratejik bariyerler olmasaydi ve muhalefet kendi
arasinda ortakligi saglayabilseydi Tiirkiye nin siyasi rotasinin degisebilecegini dogrulamaktadir.
Doénemin il bazli oy dagilimi iizerinden yapilan gozlemler, olasi bir ortakligin 67 vilayetin 43'iinde
iistiinliik saglayarak parlamentoda 365 sandalye kazanabilecegini gostermektedir. Bu senaryoda
Demokrat Parti’nin milletvekili sayis1 245°te kalacak ve bdylece iktidar el degistirecekti. Sonug
olarak, muhalefetin parcali yapisi, oylarin ¢ogunlugunu almalarina ragmen iktidarin Demokrat
Parti'de kalmasina neden olmustur (Oymen, 2013, s. 410).

Akis Dergisi

Metin Toker’in sorumlu yazi isleri miidiirliigiinde 15 Mayis 1954 tarihinde yayin hayatina
baslayan Akis dergisi Ankara’da yapilandirlmistir. Metin Toker, Oktay Tiiregiin ve Tilya
Nemluk’un ortak girisimiyle ortaya ¢ikan dergi, Tiikiye’de Amerikan Time dergisi tarzindaki siyasi
aktiialite yayimciligini yerellestirmeyi temel motivasyon edinmistir. Ortak bir idealin {irlin{i olarak
sinirlt imkanlarla kurulan bu yayin organi, Tiirkiye’de modern haber dergiciligi standartlarinin
olusmasinda Oncii bir rol iistlenmistir (4kis, 1967, ss. 16-20).

Akis dergisi, yayin politikasin1 ve gdrsel kimligini Amerikan Time dergisinin standartlari
lizerine ingsa ederek, kapak tasariminda donemin etkili figiirlerini merkeze zlmistir. Bu igeriksel
tercihler, yayinin siyasal ve toplumsal gelismeleri analiz eden kimlik kazanmasini saglamigtir. Bu
anlayisin ilk Ornekleri olarak dergi; ilk sayisinda Celal Bayar’i, ikinci sayisinda ise Adnan
Menderes’i kapak konusu yaparak donemin en giiglii siyasi aktorlerini resmetmistir (Akis, 1954, s.
3).

Akis dergisinin nesir siireci, Metin Toker’in yaymcilik disiplini ve kalite anlayist
dogrultusunda bir ertelemeye sahne olmustur. 1954 yilinin subat ayinda, Basbakan Adnan
Menderes’in 6zel yazisini da igeren ilk niisha basilmasina ragmen, Toker’in teknik ve iceriksel
acidan yayini yetersiz bulmasi iizerine piyasaya siiriilmemistir. Yavrukurt metaforuyla nitelendirilen
bu deneme baskisinin imha edilmesiyle derginin resmi ¢ikis tarihi, 1954 genel secimlerinin
akabindeki 15 Mayis giiniine ertelenmistir (4kis, 1967, ss. 16-20). Bu hazirlik siirecindeki gecikme;
teknik altyapinin giiclendirilmesine, kadronun genisletilmesine ve kurumsal yapinin tesis edilmesine

www.turkishstudies.net/economy



6040 Meryem Irem Uzuner - Abdulvahap Akinci

olanak tanimistir. Temel yayin motivasyonu, giincel olaylar1 gazete haberlerinin yiizeyselliginden
arindirarak derinlemesine bir analiz ve 6zgiin bir iislupla sunmak olan mecmua, haftalik gelismeleri
biitiinciil bir perspektifle kamuoyuna aktarma islevini yliriitmiistiir (4kis, 1954, s. 3).

Akis dergisi, ¢ok boyutlu bir yayincilik anlayisini benimseyerek biinyesinde i¢ ve dis
siyasetin yam sira iktisat, tip, askerlik, sanat, sinema, edebiyat ve spor gibi genis bir disiplinler aras1
yelpazeye yer vermistir. Toplumun farkli kesimlerine hitap eden bu ¢esitlilik, olaylarin yalnizca
aktiiel haber degerini yansitmakla kalmamis; ayn1 zamanda gelismeleri derinlemesine analiz etmeyi
amaclamustir (4kis, 1954, s. 3).

Akis, okuyucu profilini miinevver olarak tanimladig1 genis bir entelektiiel ziimre iizerine
kurgulamistir. Derginin yayin anlayisina gore miinevver; yalnizca teknik bir uzmanliga sahip olan
kisi degil, siyasetten ekonomiye, sanattan spora kadar genis bir sahada fikir ytiriitebilen, giinceli takip
eden ¢ok yonlii bir bireyi temsil etmektedir. Bu dogrultuda mecmua; akademik kadrolardan serbest
meslek gruplarina, kamu gorevlilerinden iiniversite gengligine ve ev kadinlarina kadar toplumun
okuryazar ve analitik diisiince yapisina sahip kesimlerine hitap etmeyi hedef olarak benimsemistir
(Akis, 1954, s. 3).

Tiirk siyasi tarihindeki kritik donemeglerde belirleyici bir aktor olan Akis dergisi, yayina
basladigt andan itibaren genis bir kitlede nezdinde etki sahibi olmustur. Yayin hayatinin
baslangicinda tarafsizlik ilkesine sadik kalacagini beyan etmesine ragmen, kurumsal yapisindaki
kisiler nedeniyle baslangicta Demokrat Parti ile iliskilendirilmekten kurtulamamistir. Ozellikle
kurucu Metin Toker’in o siiregte iktidarin yayin organi niteligindeki Zafer gazetesinde ¢aligmasi ve
dergi igeriginde DP’li milletvekillerine genis yer ayrilmasi, yayinin kamuoyunda iktidar giidiimiinde
bir imaj ¢izmesine sebebiyet vermistir.

Buna karsin, dergide iktidarin uyguladigi politikalara yonelik yapilan elestiriler, derginin
baslangictaki tutumunda bir kaymaya yol agmistir. Akis’in yayin ¢izgisinin kesin bir muhalif kimlige
biirlinmesinde, 1955 yilinin baginda meydana gelen iki temel gelisme doniim noktasi tegkil etmistir:

Metin Toker’in Evliligi: Toker’in, ana muhalefet lideri ismet Inonii’niin kiz1 Ozden Inénii
ile gerceklestirdigi evlilik, derginin siyasi durusunda radikal bir doniistime yol acarak yayini
muhalefet odagina yaklastirmistir (Celebi, 2017, s. 99).

Miikerrem Sarol Kampanyasi: Dénemin Devlet Vekili Dr. Miikerrem Sarol’a kars1 yiiriitiilen
sert yayincilik faaliyeti, derginin tarafsizlik iddiasindan uzaklasarak dogrudan bir siyasi
hesaplagsmanin 6znesi haline gelmesine neden olmustur.

S6z konusu gelismelerin neticesinde Akis, iktidar destekgisi imajimi biitliniiyle tasfiye
ederek, Demokrat Parti karsit1 goriislerin giiglendigi ve muhalif sdylemlerin yer tuttugu bir dergiye
donigmiistiir. 1954 yilindan itibaren kademeli olarak tarafsizlik ilkesinden uzaklasan yayin organi,
Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi eksenli bir yayin politikasina yonelmistir. Bu tarafgirlik siirecinde, yukarida
deginilen ailevi baglar ve Miikerrem Sarol davasi neticesinde verilen mahkimiyet karar belirleyici
faktorler olarak 6ne ¢ikmaktadir. Bahsi gegen kirilmalar, derginin hem igerik yoniinii hem de dilini
iktidar karsiti bir yapiya biirlindiirmiistiir. Nitekim dergi arsivi {izerinde yapilan incelemeler,
metinlerin elestirel dozunun zamanla artis gosterdigini ve daha sert bir muhalif islubun
benimsendigini gostermektedir.

AKkis Dergisi’nde ihtilal imalarimin Séylemsel insasi

1957 Kasim aymin sonunda dergi, darbe imalarmi felsefi ve kuramsal bir zemine
oturtmustur. Mustafa Suat Ince’nin kaleme aldi1 makalede, bir iktidarin halkin arzularma kars
maddi kuvvet kullanarak direnmesi durumunda, siirecin artik bir fikir miicadelesi degil, bir kuvvet
miicadelesi olacagi savunulmustur. Dergi bu noktada, pasif mukavemet ve sistemli itaatsizlik
Onerilerini sunarak, yonetenlerin yaptirim uygulayamaz hale getirilmesini hedeflemistir. Bu
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yaklagim, kisladaki ve sokaktaki huzursuzlugun entelektiiel bir kilifla mesrulastirilmasi stratejisinin
bir pargasidir (4kis, 1957a, s. 17).

Aralik 1957°de Metin Toker’in yazilarinda, demokratik kanallarin tikanmasinin yaratacagi
tehlikeler daha sert bir iislupla islenmistir. Toker, yasal muhalefetin tasfiye edilmesinin, ondan ¢ok
daha tehlikeli olan yer alti muhalefetini doguracagimi ileri slirmiistiir. Bu baglamda kullanilan,
iktidarin yikmak i¢in balta salladig1 binanin altinda kalabilecegi yoniindeki metafor, DP iktidarinin
kendi politikalariyla kendi sonunu hazirladigina dair dogrudan bir imadir (4kis, 1957c, s. 5).

Dénemin polemiklerinden biri, Ismet Inonii’niin “Huzur tankla, topla elde edilemezdi”
uyarisi etrafinda sekillenmistir. Akis, bu ifadeyi iktidarin baski yontemlerine karsi bir uzlasi ¢agrisi
olarak nitelendirse de DP kanadi bu dili darbe metotlarini mesru gostermek olarak yorumlamistir
(Akis, 1957b, s. 7) Dergi, yilin son niishalarinda iktidarin bu giivenlik kaygilarini vesvese olarak
tanimlamig; ancak ayni zamanda bu korku ikliminin iktidarin mesruiyet zeminini nasil agindirdigin
islemeye devam etmistir (4kis, 1957d, s. 10).

1958 basindaki siyasi atmosferde ordu ve miidahale ihtimali hassas bir konu haline
gelmigken, Akis tiniversite muhtariyetine yonelik kisitlamalar1 dogrudan dogruya darbe kelimesiyle
tanimlamistir. Her ne kadar bu ifade akademik bir miidahaleyi tasvir etmek igin kullanilmig olsa da
9 Subay Olay1 ihbariyla calkalanan Ankara’da bu terminoloji seciminin tesadiif olmadigi
gorlilmektedir. Dergi, Turhan Feyzioglu araciligiyla Nazi Almanya’sindan ve Alfred Kiihn’den
ornekler vererek, Hitler’in tahrip edici otoritesinin ancak sessiz kalan bilginler sayesinde viicut
bulabildigi mesajini iletmistir. Medeni cesaret eksikligine yapilan bu vurgu, aslinda sessiz bekleyise
bir atif niteligi tasirken; toplumsal bir ses ylikselmemesinin daha biiyiik kétiiliikklere yol acacagi
uyarisi, Tiirkiye'in o giinkii kosullarina yapilan bir géondermedir (4kis, 1958a, s. 5).

Dergi, baskic1 sansiir mekanizmalarini asmak amaciyla 1789 Fransiz Ihtilali iizerine bir yazi
miisabakas1 acarak tarihsel bir metafor olusturmustur. Milyonlarca insanin canina mal olan bu
darbenin insanlarin kaderini kendi ellerine teslim etme amaci giittiigliniin belirtilmesi, dogrudan bir
gondermedir. Metinlerde gecen “kalpleri hiirriyet askiyla alevlenen milletlerin igeride istibdadi
yikmas1” ifadesi, donemin Demokrat Parti yonetimine yonelik bir darbe uyarisi olarak algilanabilir.
Ihtilal kavrammin bu denli yogun kullanimiyla dergi, Napolyon 6rnegi iizerinden hiirriyete ihanet
edenlerin sonunun hiisran olacagini belirterek Tiirk demokrasisinin i¢inde bulundugu déneme dikkat
¢ekmistir (Akis, 1958b, s. 18).

Ocak 1958'deki sdylemin merkezinde, ordunun siyasete karistirilmasinin “ilerideki biiytik
hareketlerin ciiretkarlarina zemin hazirlayacagi” uyarisi yer almaktadir. Dergi, Dokuz Subay Olay1
kapsaminda gerceklestirilen tutuklamalar1 detaylandirarak, hiikiimetin olay1 ayr bir disiplin vakasi
olarak nitelendiren resmi tezine karsi ¢ikmistir. Akis’e gore, bu subaylarin tutuklanma nedeni
dogrudan bir darbe planidir ve iktidarin bu planin kapsamindan duydugu endise nedeniyle halktan
bilgi saklandigi ileri siiriilmiistiir (Akis, 1958b, s. 18).

Metin Toker, haftalik analizlerinde Demokrat Parti liderlerinin 1946-1950 yillar1 arasinda
savunduklar1 demokratik fikirlerden uzaklagmalarini, rejimin smifta kalma gerekgesi olarak
sunmustur. Toker’e gore zafer sahislarda degil, ancak demokratik fikirlerde kalacaktir; bu durum ise
o dénemde ordunun ve aydinlarin zihnindeki miidahale fikrinin entelektiiel zeminini 6zetleyen temel
bir argliman haline getirilmeye ¢alisilmistir. Bu yaklagim, yasanacak olas1 bir sarsintty1 bir yikim
degil, terk edilen asil ilkelere doniisiin bir geregi olarak tasarlamistir (4kis, 1958c¢, s. 5).

Subat aymin en ¢arpici sdylemsel ¢ikisi, sistemi bir arag lizerinden tanimlayan benzetmedir.
Toker, Bati’da araclarin frenle kontrol edildigini, ancak Dogu’da arabadan sikayetci olanin ona fren
takmak yerine arabay1 degistirmeye kalktigini ifade etmistir. Bu ciimle, mevcut rejimin artik denetim
mekanizmalarinin (frenin) kalmadigina ve dolayistyla arabanin (hiikiimetin) toptan degistirilmesinin
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giindeme gelebilecegine dair yapilmis géndermelerden biri kabul edilmektedir. Nitekim ayni sayida
“ciplak kuvvet denemesi iktidara pahaliya mal olabilir” uyarisi, yer almaktadir (4kis, 1958d, s. 5).

Dergideki darbe temasi sadece muhalif bir talep olarak degil, bizzat iktidarin bir korku dgesi
olarak da islenmistir. Bagsbakan Menderes’in Bursa’daki konusmasinda kullandigi “Gelirlerse
kimbilir nasil gelirler” ifadesi, siyasi literatiirde iktidarm endisesi olarak yorumlanmigtir. Akis,
Bagbakan’in bu endiseyi Anadolu Ajansi araciligiyla resmen duyurmasini, se¢im disi ihtimallerin
bizzat devletin zirvesi tarafindan tescillenmesi olarak okuyucuya sunmustur (4kis, 1958e, s. 4).
Adnan Menderes’in se¢imlerdeki zaferleri g6z Oniine alindiginda bu ifadesi darbe imalarinin
hiikiimet kanadinda da yanki buldugunu géstermektedir.

Ayin son haftasinda dergi, Fransiz Ihtilali’ni rnek gostererek toplumun hareket tarzinin ve
neticesinin mesru oldugu savi iglenmis; 20. yilizyilin bu tir davraniglara sahne olmaktan uzak
olmadig belirtilmistir. Bu satirlar, meclisteki gerilimin sokaga ve aydin kesime bir mesru direnme
hakki olarak yansidiginin ve miidahale beklentisinin sosyolojik bir zemine oturtuldugunun
gostergelerinden bir baskasidir (4kis, 1958f, s. 21).

Dergi, tiyatro boliimiinde Ugo Betti’nin Kraligce ve Asiler oyunu tizerinden darbe fikrini
entelektiiel bir temele oturtmustur. Eserin analizi sirasinda kullanilan, “Ihtilal, bozulmus bir diizenin
yeniden kurulmasi i¢in yapilirdi” ifadesi, donemin siyasi tikanikligina sanatsal bir kilif izerinden
getirilen bir ¢6ziim Onerisidir. Bu sdylemle darbe, bir yikim degil, aksine islevini yitirmis ve
bozulmus diizenin tekrar ihyasi i¢in gerekli bir restorasyon siireci olarak mesrulastiriimaya
calisilmistir (Akis, 1958g, s. 28). Yapilan Ortiilii imalardan bir digerine de tiyatro boliimiinde
rastlanilmistir. Genis okuyucu kitlesine sahip olan Akis dergisinin siyasi haberler kisimlar1 disindaki
boliimlerinde de darbe vurgusu yapilmstir.

Akis, dis diinyadaki siyasi kirilmalar1 Tiirkiye’deki duruma birer kiyas olarak sunma
stratejisi giitmiistiir. Kiiba’daki diktatér Batista’nin hiirriyetleri kisitlamasi karsisinda Fidel
Castro’nun yiikselen darbe ¢agrilar ve Fransa’da polisin meclisi kusatmasi gibi olaylar, iktidarlarin
baski politikalarmin ters tepecegine dair birer uyari olarak kullanilmigtir. Bu haberlerin se¢imi ve
sunumu, Tirkiye’deki gidisatin da benzer bir darbe beklentisiyle sonuglanabilecegine dair dolayl
bir kanit olusturmustur (A4kis, 1958h, ss. 18-19).

Metin Toker’in mart ay1 sonundaki Demokrasinin Yeminli Diigsmanlar1 baglikli makalesi,
siyasi gerilimin psikolojik boyutunu ortaya koymasit bakimindan hayatidir. Toker, liderlerin
cevresinde kiimelenmis bir grubun, “bu memlekette demokrasi olmaz, sizi de bizi de asarlar”
seklindeki telkinlerle iktidar1 mesruiyetten uzaklastirip baskict bir rejime ittigini savunmustur. Bu
sOylemle, siyasi rekabetin sandik yarisi olmaktan ¢ikip bir 6liim kalim meselesi haline getirilmesi
elestirilmistir. Bu noktada kullanilan darbe imasi bir temenni degil, yanlis giden bir siirecin
kaginilmaz bir sonucu olarak iktidarin 6niine konulmustur (Akis, 19581, s. 5).

Metin Toker, Napoleon Bonaparte’in 6ykiisii lizerinden Adnan Menderes’e yonelik sert bir
tarihsel Ongorii sunmustur. Napoleon’un askerleriyle ayni ¢orbaya kasik salladigi donemde yenilmez
oldugu, ancak kendisini tanrilastirdig1 noktada ¢okiisiin basladig: hatirlatilarak, Menderes’in benzer
bir durumun iginde oldugu ima edilmistir. Bu kiyas, 1950 se¢imlerindeki biiyiik heyecan ve halk
desteginin yerini derin bir hayal kirikligina ve sessiz bir 6fkeye biraktig1 tespitiyle desteklenmistir
(Akis, 1958], s. 6).

Dergide bu donemde yer alan en radikal soylem, hukuki yollarin netice vermedigi siyasi
miicadelelerde milletlerin kuvvete basvurmalarinin bir zaruret ve ayni zamanda bir hak oldugu
iddiasidir. Bu ifadeler, 27 Mayis miidahalesine giden siirecte entelektiiel ¢evrelerde aranan mesruiyet
zemininin 1958 yilindaki en net yansimalarindan biridir. Tarihteki darbelere atif yapan dergi,
rejimlerin baskisina karsi daha biliyik bir direngle cevap verilmesi gerektigini savunmustur.
“Korkmayan1 yola getirmenin c¢aresi korkutmaktir” seklindeki ifadeler, siyasi ¢ekigsmenin artik
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anayasal sinirlarin digina tagma egiliminde oldugunu gosteren bir miicadele stratejisi olarak
sunulmustur (4kis, 1958k, s. 16).

Akis, demokrasinin yeniden insast i¢in hiir basin, hdkim teminat1 ve iiniversite muhtariyeti
gibi sartlarin gereklilik oldugunu vurgulamistir. Dergi, bu sartlarin yoklugunda aldatildigini anlayan
halkin kuvvetli bir direncle bu gidise dur diyecegini savunarak, yaklasan bir halk hareketinin fikri
altyapisini pekistirmistir (4kis, 19581, s. 17).

Dergide yer alan Yeni Parola béliimiinde, ismet Inonii’niin Demokrat Parti iktidarina yonelik
en sert ve tarihe gecen uyarilarindan birine yer verilmistir. indnii’niin, DP’nin demokratik yollardan
iktidar1 devretmek diginda bir segenegi olmadigini vurguladigi “Akillar1 varsa, ben hayattayken
diiserler dedim” ifadesi, sadece bir se¢im tahmini degil, sokaktaki birikmis 6fkeye ve muhtemel bir
miidahaleye dair ciddi bir sinyal olarak islenmistir. Dergi, Inonii’niin bu ¢ikisini iktidara uzatilan bir
can simidi olarak nitelendirmis; bu teklifin reddedilmesi durumunda yasanacak toplumsal
galeyandan In6nii’niin sorumlu olmayacag: imasim giiclendirmistir (4kis, 1958m, ss. 4-6). Muhalif
tarafca beklenen darbeye dair yapilan uyarilar1 demokrasi kisvesi altinda degerlendirilmistir. Adnan
Menderes’in gelirlerse kim bilir nasil gelirler sdziiniin bir darbe beklentisi oldugu bu noktada agiktir.
Bu darbe ise muhalif kanattan beklenmektedir. Zira muhalefet de yapilan darbenin mesruiyet
zeminini kurgulamaktadir.

Mayis ay1 sonundaki analizlerin ana eksenini, iktidarin her tiirlii demokratik tepkiyi bir darbe
hazirligi olarak gormesini elestiren Ayaklanma Psikozu kavrami olusturmaktadir. Metin Toker,
iktidarin halk destegini kaybettikge hir¢inlastifini ve bizzat kendi politikalariyla ayaklanma
unsurlarint hazirladigini savunmustur. Toker’e gore, kii¢iik bir kivilcimin baglatacagi toplumsal bir
hareketin sel felaketine doniiserek hem Menderes’i hem de Indnii’yii siyasal sahneden siipiirmesi
kaginilmazdir. Bu noktada dergi, ddnemin en biiyiik siyasi tabusuna dokunarak “Inéniisiiz teskilatl
ihtilal olmaz” tespitini yapmis; boylece olasi bir miidahalenin ancak ana muhalefet liderinin onay1
veya varligiyla teskilatli bir nitelik kazanabilecegini ima etmistir (Akis, 1958n, s. 5). Yapilan bir
miilakatta Aydin Menderes’in Ismet Inonii’niin darbenin ne igindeyim ne de disinda dedigini
aktardigim gormekteyiz (Gerger, 1991, s. 142).

Metin Toker’in Vatanseverlik Ornekleri baslikli analizinde, Fransa’da ordunun baskisiyla
yasanan hiikiimet degisimi ve De Gaulle’liin iktidara gelisi, Tiirkiye’deki askeri hareketlilik
ihtimaline tutulan bir ayna niteligindedir. Toker’in De Gaulle’iin mesru yoldan da olsa ayaklanmis
bir ordunun zoruyla iktidara geldigi saptamasi, o donemdeki askeri miidahale beklentilerinin basin
yoluyla kamusallastirilmis bir bigimidir. Bu sdylemle dergi, ordunun siyasete miidahale ederek
mesruiyeti yeniden tesis edebilecegi fikrini vatanseverlik etiketi altinda mesrulastirmaktadir (Akis,
19580, s. 5).

Dergideki sdylemin ulastigi en radikal nokta, Metin Toker’in yaklagan miidahalenin ayak
seslerini dogrudan Adnan Menderes’in sahsina yonelik bir ihanet senaryosu lizerinden duyurmasidir.
Toker, 1958 yazinin 1955 yazindan farkli olacagini belirterek; Menderes’in en yakinindakilerin
iglerin ¢ikmazda oldugunu goriip bizzat lideri devireceklerini iddia etmistir. Bu ifadeler, Demokrat
Parti igindeki ¢6ziilmeyi sadece bir siyasi dagilma degil, bir tasfiye ve miidahale siirecinin 6n
hazirligi olarak tanimlamaktadir. Dergiye gére Menderes, {izerine firlayip tepinecek olan bu yakin
dostlarinin agirhigim hissettiginde biiyiik bir hayal kirikligina ugrayacaktir (4kis, 1958p, s. 5).

Dergi, Ortadogu’daki siyasi tansiyonu analiz ederken Liibnan’da 1952 yilinda General Sahap
tarafindan gergeklestirilen kansiz ayaklanmay1 giilsuyu darbeyi tabiriyle kavramsallastirmugtir.
Metin Toker’in analizlerinde Cemal Abdiinnasir’in Thtilalin Felsefesi kitabina yapilan atiflar,
diktatorlik heveslisi liderlerin tarihteki Ornekler gibi “kafasin1 mutlaka vuracagi” uyarisiyla
birlestirilmistir (Akis, 1958q, ss. 4-5).
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14 Temmuz 1958’de Irak’ta Nuri Said Paga yonetiminin devrilmesi, Akis tarafindan halkin
sesine kulak tikayan baskici rejimler i¢in kaginilmaz bir akibet olarak nitelendirilmistir. Bagdat
zindanlarinin kapilarinin agilmasi, Fransiz Ihtilali’nin sembolik énemiyle dzdeslestirilerek ikinci
Bastille benzetmesiyle sunulmustur. Dergiye gore bu sarsinti, Tiirkiye’deki siyasi kutuplagma ve
iktidarin mesruiyet tartigmalari ortaminda, askeri miidahale ihtimallerine dair 6rtiilii ama son derece
net bir uyar1 teskil etmektedir. Ozellikle Bayar ve Menderes’in bu olay karsisindaki saskiliklar:
islenmistir. Irak’taki darbenin, halkin tasvibiyle ve memleketteki yegane organize kuvvet olan ordu
tarafindan yapilmis olmasi, Tiirkiye i¢in dogrudan bir mesaj niteligi tagimaktadir. Dergi, Irak’in 168
yillik bir rotarla 1789 Fransa’sinin gectigi yoldan gegtigini savunarak, adaletsiz bir diizene karsi
yiikselen seslerin er ya da gec¢ hedefine ulasacagi fikrini islemistir. ihtilalin dis tahriklerle degil,
icerideki sosyal nizamin adaletsizligi ve despot idareye duyulan 6fke ile gerceklestigi vurgulanarak,
miidahalenin sosyolojik mesruiyeti pekistirilmistir (Akis, 1958r, ss. 6-9).

Temmuz ay1 sonundaki analizlerde dergi, darbenin kokenlerini liiks ve sefalet arasindaki
derin ugurum iizerinden incelemistir. Kral Faysal’in liiks yati, Cadillac otomobilleri ve Londra’daki
malikanesi ile halkin sefaleti arasindaki tezat, “sefil kiitlelerin ziyafet artiklarini yutmasi1” olarak
tasvir edilmistir. Bu analizle Akis, totaliter rejimlerin halktan koptuklar1 oranda kendi sonlarim
hazirladiklarin1 vurgulayarak, iktidara yonelik ekonomik ve sosyal adalet uyarisini en iist perdeden
dile getirmistir (A4kis, 1958s, s. 7).

Ismet Inénii’niin dergiye verdigi miilakatlarda, iktidarmn yonetim tarzi Orta Dogu
memleketlerinin i¢ idaresi ile dzdeslestirilerek cok agir elestirilmistir. Inonii, bu tarz bir idarenin
Tiirkiye i¢in hem yakisiksiz hem de zararli oldugunu savunmus; Tiirkiye’nin hudut dis1 bir askeri
sefer macerasindan alikonulmasi gerektigini vurgulamigtir. Dergi, “Tirkiye'de bir Orta Dogu
idaresinin kurulmasina miisaade etmeyecegiz” climlesini vurgulamistir (Akis, 1958t, s. 6). Derginin
dis haberler ve Irak analizlerinde darbe imalar1 ¢ok daha dogrudan bir dille ifade edilmistir. Misir,
Suriye ve Irak’taki askeri basarilarin ardindan, bu ihtilali tekrarlamaya hazir binlerce subay oldugu
tespiti, o donemdeki askeri hareketliligin altin1 ¢izen bir uyar niteligindedir. Somiirgeci diizene
baskaldiran geng subaylarin kendi iilkelerinde benzer adimlar atabilecegine dair yapilan bu saptama,
halka dayanmayan iktidarlarin “iskambil kagidindan yapilmig bir bina gibi” bir fiskeyle
yikilabilecegi mesajiyla birlestirilmistir (Akis, 1958t, s. 18)

Darbe fisiltilar1, derginin Diinyada Olup Bitenler kdsesinde yer alan Venezuela 6rnegiyle bir
demokrasi dersine doniistiiriilmiistiir. Venezuela’da ordunun darbe girisiminin halk tarafindan
bastirilmasi, halka karsi girigsilen hareketlerin hezimetle neticelenecegi seklinde yorumlanmistir
(Akis, 1958u, s. 21). Ordu igerisindeki iktidar yanlis1 kesimlerin iktidar yanlisi bir kalkisma
sergilemesi ihtimali Venezuela 6rnegi lizerinden verilmis ve neticesinin halkin isteklerine karsi ¢ikan
darbelerin halk tarafindan bastirilacagi {izerinden islenmistir.

Agustos ay1 sonundaki analizlerde dergi, siyasal kutuplasmanin vardigi tehlikeli noktay1
memleketi ihtilale iktidarin zorladig: tezi {izerinden islemistir. Muhalefet, darbeye karsi tek gergek
onlemin demokratik rejimin esaslarina avdet etmek oldugunu savunurken, iktidarin baski yolunda
atacagl her adimm kendi diisiislinii hizlandiracagi belirtilmigtir. Dergi, “bagka tiirlii bir darbenin
baskalarmin gonliinde yatmadigi muhakkak miydi?” sorusuyla, ordunun veya halkin igindeki
tepkinin CHP disindaki daha radikal mecralara kayabilecegi imasin1 yaparak, demokrasiyi darbeyi
liizumsuz kilan tek sistem olarak sunmustur (4kis, 1958v, s. 12).

Metin Toker, yonetimde yozlasmanin ve denetim eksikliginin ka¢inilmaz sonucunun,
ordunun darbecilerin safina gegmesi oldugunu savunmustur. Bu noktada Insan Haklari
Beyannamesi’'nde yer alan “zulme karsi mesru ayaklanma” hakkina atifta bulunulmasi, dolayl bir
ayaklanma imasidir (4kis, 1958w, ss. 5-6)

Bagbakan Adnan Menderes’in Balikesir konusmasi, darbe tartigmalarina suikast ve
serdengecti kavramlarini eklemistir. Menderes, muhalefeti sadece darbeyi tahrik etmekle degil, bir
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suikasteiy1 kiskirtmakla suglayarak; herhangi bir darbe tesebbiisiiniin derhal bastirilacagini ve “idam
sehpalarinin kurulacagini” agik¢a beyan etmistir. Akis dergisi, bu agir methumlarin siyasetgilerin
agzinda bu denli fiitursuzca kullanilmasini lagka bir durum olarak nitelendirmistir (A4kis, 1958x, s.
4). Menderes’in basinda yer alan darbe imalarma karst bir savunma stratejisi olarak
yorumlanabilecek bu beyanlar1 Akis’te ciddiyetsizlik olarak yazilmistir.

Derginin Kugunun Sarkis1 basligi altinda sundugu goézlemler, askeri miidahale ihtimalinin
sokaktaki somut karsiligin1 yansitmaktadir. Ankara’da ici silahli inzibatlarla dolu ciplerin dolagmasi,
yol kavsaklarinda bekleyen yogun polis ve sivil emniyet kuvvetleri, memlekette fiili bir olaganiistii
hal havasi estirmistir. Ozellikle Cumhurbaskan1 Bayar ve Bagbakan Menderes’in havaalanima inisi
sirasinda aliman bu tedbirler, dergi tarafindan iktidarin kendi vehimlerinin bir sonucu olarak
sorgulanmis; ancak bu durumun silahli kuvvetleri harekete gegirebilecek tehlikeli bir oyun oldugu
hatirlatilmigtir (Akis, 1958x, s. 4).

Eylil ayinda yasanan darbe hezeyani, Istanbul Teknik Universitesi’ndeki &grenci
protestolar1 sirasinda u¢ bir noktaya varmistir. Yemek fiyatlarina yapilan zamlar1 protesto eden
Ogrencilerin hareketi, emniyet giigleri tarafindan bir darbe baslangici olarak nitelendirilmistir. Bir
komiserin dgrenci listesinde Ayhan Toker ismini gérmesi lizerine, Metin Toker ile bir bag kurarak
“Mesele anlagilmistir, bu bir ihtilaldir!”” demesi, donemin siyasi paranoyasini ve iktidarin her muhalif
harekette bir darbe hazirlig1 aradigini gosteren bir 6rnek olarak kaydedilmistir (Akis, 1958y, ss. 18-
19).

Metin Toker’in analizlerine gére Menderes’in sert ¢ikislarinin arkasinda; darbeden, hesap
vermekten ve en Onemlisi emirlerinin dinlenmeyeceginden duydugu derin ¢ekince yatmaktadir.
Menderes’in kiirsiiden dile getirdigi “Demokrasiye paydos dedirtirler” sozii, demokratik rejimin
askiya alinabilecegine dair dogrudan bir tehdit olarak sunulmustur (4kis, 1958z, s. 8).

Ekim ay1 basinda Fransa’daki anayasa degisikligi ve General De Gaulle’iin yiikselisi, dergi
tarafindan Tiirk siyasetindeki i¢ ¢ekismeler igin bir ayna olarak kullanilmigtir. Akis De Gaulle'iin
kétii politikacilara ve memleketi yalan, riya ve ¢ikarcilikla idare eden sivillere kars1 ayaklanan ordu
tarafindan tek milli kahraman sifatiyla ig basina getirildigini vurgulamistir. Bu sdylemle ordu, sivil
yonetimin anlayigsizligi durumunda devreye giren bir gii¢ olarak mesrulastirilirken Tiirkiye’deki
iktidara Ortiilii bir mesaj verilmistir (44is, 1958aa, s. 4).

Metin Toker, Ug Temel Sart baslikli analizinde demokratik rejimlerin bekas i¢in toplumun
rejim bekcisi olmasi, idealist devlet adamlarinin bulunmasi ve kurumlarin sahislardan {istiin
tutulmasi gerektigini savunmustur. Bu sartlarin yoklugunda milletlerin kargasa, darbe ve karsi
darbelere mahkiim oldugu ifade edilerek Tiirkiye'ye yonelik bir uyar1 yapilmigtir. Toker,
demokrasiden uzaklagan liderleri “gecekondu diktatér” olarak niteleyerek, bu tiir figiirlerin yasadigi
otorite kaybimin rejimi kirillgan hale getirdigini savunmustur. “Isyan mu, ihtilal mi, sehpalar mi1?”
sorusuna karsilik verilen “zehrin panzehiri kendi i¢indedir” yaniti, miidahale seslerine karsi bir direng
cagrisi olarak sunulmustur (4kis, 1958ab, s. 5).

Irak’taki Nuri es-Said yonetiminin sonu, dergi tarafindan Tiirk hiikiimetinin karsilasabilecegi
potansiyel bir akibet olarak siirekli taze tutulmustur. Ismet Inonii'niin Sivas ve Amasya
kongrelerindeki konusmalari, bu kutuplasma ortaminda bir fren islevi gormiistiir. indnii, halkin
haklarimi korumasi igin “Irak’taki usulleri” kullanmaya yonelik her tiirlii tahrike karsi ¢ikmis ve
Tiirkiye’deki idarenin asla Nuri es-Said idaresi sekline biiriinmeyecegine dair bir teminat vermistir.
Bu tutumla Inénii, bir yandan iktidarin antidemokratik egilimlerini elestirirken, diger yandan askeri
miidahale kokan gelismelere kars1 demokratik mesruiyeti savunmustur (A4kis, 1958ac, s. 11).

Dergi, tarihsel kiyaslamalar1 giincel siyasi tikanikli§a birer ders olarak kullanmaya devam
etmistir. Subat 1959°da Ismet In6nii’niin II. Abdiilhamid dénemi ordusundaki huzursuzluklar1 ve
saray subaylarina duyulan tepkiyi anlatan hatiralari, donemin siyasi atmosferine yonelik dolayl bir
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mesaj olarak sunulmustur (4kis, 1959a, ss. 14-15). May1s 1959°da yayimlanan 1848 Fransiz Ihtilali
anlatisinda, halkin barikatlar kurarak saraya yiiriimesi ve ordunun sonunda halkin safina gegerek
krali kagmaya zorlamasi, okuyucu i¢in net bir darbe imas1 olarak kurgulanmistir (4kis, 1959c, ss. 21-
22). Gecmisten ya da diger lilkelerden yapilan kiyaslamalar neticesinde halka darbe bilinci
asilanmaya galigilmustir.

Akis, dis diinyadaki darbe tesebbiislerini Tiirkiye’deki iktidara yonelik ortiilii birer uyari
mekanizmasina doniistiirmistiir. [rak’taki gelismeler tizerinden darbenin bir baglangi¢c degil, uzun
stireli bir siyasal c¢oziilmenin neticesi oldugu vurgulanmistir. Musul ve Bagdat’taki olaylar icin
kullanilan “IhtilAl olmasma degil, olmamasma sasmak 1dzimdi” ifadesi, miidahalenin
kaginilmazligini ima eden en giiclii verilerden biri olarak sunulmustur. Ayrica Giiney Amerika’daki
diktatorliiklerin ¢okiisli ve darbe mahkemeleri uyarisi, Tiirkiye’deki baskici yonetim ve ekonomik
sarsintiyla zihinsel baglar kurulmasini amaglamistir (4kis, 1959b, ss. 20-21). Diger iilkelerle kurulan
benzerlikler gostermektedir ki Akis Tiirkiye’de de bir darbenin olmamasina sasirirdi.

Haziran 1959’a gelindiginde, demokratik miicadelenin disina ¢ikildigina dair karamsar bir
teshis one ¢ikmigtir. Dogan Avcioglu, mesru miicadele yollari kapatilan bir muhalefetin kaba kuvvete
basvurabilecegini bir zaruret olarak tanimlamistir. Ozellikle “DP segimleri kaybetse bile iktidari
vermeyecek” sOylemine karsi dergi, secimi kaybettigi halde iktidar terk etmemenin bir “hiikiimet
darbesine tesebbiis sucu” teskil etti§ini vurgulayarak, miidahalenin ayak seslerini mesruiyet
tartismalari tizerinden duyurmustur (4kis, 19594, s. 5).

14 Temmuz tarihinin Irak’taki askeri darbenin birinci yildoniimiine denk gelmesi, dergi
yazarlar1 i¢in DP iktidarina yonelik tarihsel bir ders verme platformuna doniismiistiir. “Bir y1l 6nce
bugiin Bagdat’ta neler olmustu?” sorusu iizerinden Nuri Said Pasa’nin sonu ile Adnan Menderes’in
izledigi politikalar arasinda kurulan Ortiikk paralellikler, otoriterlesme egilimlerinin kaginilmaz
sonuna dair bir hatirlatma niteligindedir (A4kis, 1959e, s. 5).

Meclis kiirslisiine yansiyan Batista kompleksi ve Fidel Castro benzetmeleri, dergi
sayfalarinda genis bir analiz alanina kavusmustur. Iktidarin muhalefeti Castro’ya benzeterek darbe
tahrikeiligiyle suclamasi, Turhan Feyzioglu tarafindan iktidarin devrilme korkusuna atifla Batista
kompleksi olarak tanimlanmistir. Akis, 83 yasindaki diktator Batista’nin devrilme korkusunun
sonunda gerceklestigini vurgulayarak, devrilme korkusuyla hareket eden yonetimlerin bu akibetten
kacamayacagi imasinda bulunmustur (4kis, 19591, s. 4).

Dergideki en sert miidahale imas, iktidarin hatalarindaki 1srarini “parasiitlii veya parasiitsiiz
diismek” zorunda olan bir akibete benzetmesiyle somutlasmistir. Eger 1961'de se¢im yapilmazsa
CHP'nin iktidar1 anayasa dis1 ilan edecegi vurgusu, mesruiyetini yitiren bir yonetime karsi yapilacak
her tiirlii miidahalenin kapisini aralayan siyasi bir duyuru niteligi tasimaktadir. Dergiye gore, halkin
iradesini yok sayarak iktidar1 kaptirmayiz diyen zihniyet, sonunda “taglara vurulacak baglarin
kirilacag1” bir siirece zemin hazirlamaktadir (4kis, 19591, ss. 4-5). Adnan Menderes’in kim bilir nasil
gelirler sorusunun cevabini bu noktada dergi dnceden sunmaktadir. Secimlere iki y1l olmasina karsin
yapilan tehditler yonetimin gelecegine dair duyulan endiseyi gostermektedir.

Dergi, Giiney Kore diktatoérii Syngman Rhee’nin muhalefet liderini hiikiimeti devirmeye
tesebbiis suglamasiyla idam ettirmesini Cellatlar Saltanati bagligiyla sunarak Tiirkiye’deki iktidara
dogrudan bir mesaj vermistir. Muhalefeti vatan haini veya can diisman ilan ederek yok etmeye
calismanin sonunun bir utang ve felaket olacagi vurgulanmis; bu dis haber araciligiyla Tiirkiye’deki
politikalarin olasi radikal sonuglarina dikkat ¢ekilmistir (4kis, 1959g, s. 25).

Darbe ve askeri miidahale ihtimaline dair en giiglii imalar, Ispanya yazis1 iginde gizlenen
ordu analizlerinde yer almaktadir. Dergi, bir rejimin disaridan degil, bizzat rejim taraftarlan
marifetiyle yikilabilecegini, bu kiitle i¢inde memnuniyetsizligin en yogun oldugu grubun ise ordu
oldugunu ileri siirmiistiir. Ispanyol ordusundaki subaylarin enflasyon altinda ezilen maaslarindan ve
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idarenin beceriksizliginden duyduklar1 rahatsizlik, Tiirk Silahli Kuvvetleri icindeki huzursuzluga
yapilmis net bir atif olarak sunulmustur (4kis, 1959, ss. 21-23).

Samet Agaoglu'nun “Sehpalar islememektedir, o halde hiirriyet vardir” seklindeki
diisiincesi, dergi tarafindan otoriter zihniyetin bir kaniti olarak nitelendirilmistir. Akis, iktidarin
mesruiyetini hukuktan degil, fitursuzca hareket etmekten aldigimi savunarak, bu tiir bir ekibin
elindeki partiyi kurtarmanin artik bir hayal oldugunu vurgulamistir (4kis, 1959, s. 5).

Iktidarin darbe tahrikgiligi suglamalarina kars1 muhalefetin cevabi, Suphi Baykam’in Konya
konusmas: iizerinden dergide genis yer bulmustur. Baykam, iktidarin secimi kaybetmesine ragmen
gitmemesini dogrudan bir darbe olarak tanimlamig ve bu gayrimesru yolun cezasinin anayasada 6lim
olarak belirtildigini hatirlatmistir. Bu sert retorik, siyasal miicadelenin artik sandik sinirlarini astigini
ve anayasal mesruiyetin korunmasi adina yapilacak bir miidahalenin hukuki bir zorunluluk olarak
kurgulandigini kanitlamaktadir (4kis, 19591, s. 10).

Aralik 1959'da yayimlanan Haftanin i¢inden siitununda, Basbakan’in demokratik
yontemlerle durdurulamamasinin doguracagi sonuglar vehim netice olarak nitelendirilmistir. Dergi,
iktidarin rakiplerini vatan haini olarak gérmesinin gidisat1 “zor kullanilmasi suretiyle alikonulma”
noktasina evrildigini savunarak, miidahalenin kagmilmazligini bir kez daha vurgulamistir (Akis,
1959, 5. 5).

Eyiip Han’1in darbe sonrasi anayasay1 ilga etmesine ragmen halkin bu durumdan sikayetci
olmadigi ve yonetimin tek bir silah patlamadan devredildigi vurgusu, Tirkiye i¢in bir kansiz
miidahale senaryosu olarak sunulmustur. Dergi, partizan politikacilarin saltanatina son verilmesini
toplumun huzuru i¢in bir gereklilik olarak betimlemis; bdylece ordunun miidahalesini bir kurtarici
eylem olarak mesrulastiran ¢evrelere fikirsel bir dayanak saglamistir (4kis, 19591, s. 7).

Ocak 1960 basinda Metin Toker tarafindan dile getirilen “Saat 12'yi vurmak {izere” uyarist,
sadece bir siyasi tahmin degil, Ankara’da konusulan miidahalenin 6zeti olarak sunulmustur. Dergi,
iktidarin kendi yarattig1 baski mekanizmalari i¢inde bogulacagini ve son darbenin artik kaginilmaz
oldugunu ifade ederek, toplumu ve biirokrasiyi yaklasan bir altiist olusa zihinsel olarak hazirlamigtir
(Akis, 1960a, s. 3).

Ismet In6nii’niin 1960 y1lindaki Bursa seyahati, Akis tarafindan DP’nin kalesinin yikilmakta
oldugunun bir kanit1 ve halkin iktidara karsi duydugu ofkenin patlamasi olarak betimlenmistir.
[nonii’niin bu siirecteki durusu Churchill’e benzetilerek pekistirilmis; ancak asil kirilma noktasi
[nonii’niin su sozleri dergiye yansimistir: “Segim kazanamadiklari halde iktidarda kalmaya
kalkisacaklarin basina diinyanin yikilacagi ve bu is igin Indnii’niin kollarin1 sivamaya hazir
bulundugu”. Bu ifade, demokratik yollarla gitmeyi reddeden bir iktidara kars1 gerekirse mesruiyet
dis1 yollarla miidahale edileceginin agik bir tescili olarak okunmustur (A4kis, 1960b, ss. 4-9).

Dergi, iktidarin kisi odakli bir otorite inga etme ¢abasini PUT baglikli yazisinda sert bir dille
elestirmigtir. Kiitlelerin bir tiir isteriye kapildigi ve dalkavuklugun afyon hapi gibi millete
yutturulmaya calisildigi bir ortamda, dergi tehlike ¢anlarinin siddetle caldigini vurgulamistir.
Milletin basireti veya halkin olgunlugu gibi kliselerin arkasina siginarak sessiz kalmanin bile bile
oyuna gelmek oldugunu savunan Akis, “Dur deme kudretimiz bugiin vardir. Yarin kalmayabilir”
diyerek, askeri bir miidahalenin veya halk hareketinin ka¢inilmaz hale geldigini zzimnen ifade etmistir
(Akis, 1960b, s. 5).

Subat 1960’ta darbe séylemi, dogrudan fiziksel bir tasfiye imasmna evrilmistir. Dergi,
iktidarin oyunun kaidelerini degistirmeye ¢alistigini belirterek su sarsici uyariy1 yapmistir: “Oyunun
kaideleri degismeyecek... kendisi sahay1 terk etmemekte 1srar ederse kolundan tutuldugu gibi geldigi
yere gonderilecektir”. Burada kullanilan hakem diidigii metaforu, sandik dis1 bir giiclin son sozii
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sOyleyecegine ve bu karara mutlaka boyun egilecegine dair en somut miidahale imasi olarak kayitlara
geemistir (4kis, 1960c, s. 5).

Dergi, Burma 6rnegi iizerinden ordunun siyasete miidahalesini tartismaya agcmistir. General
Ne Win'in se¢imleri yaparak iktidar1 sivil lider U Nu'ya devretmesi, Tiirkiye’deki asker-sivil
iligkilerine yonelik bir benzerlik olarak sunulmustur. Demokrasinin Sirr1 baglikli yazida, segimle
gitmeyi reddeden iktidarlarin akibeti hakkinda, “Eger General Ne Win illa iktidarda kalmak
isteseydi... kan govdeyi gotiiriir... bir serseri kursun ihtirasin insanlar1 mezara en siiratli yoldan
gotiirdiigiinii Generale ispat ediverirdi” uyaris1 yapilarak, miidahalenin kaginilmazligi ve sonuglari
hatirlatilmigtir (Akis, 1960d, s. 12).

Mart aymin ortasinda yayimlanan CHP Parti Meclisi bildirisi, rejimin bir kirilma noktasina
geldigini tehlikeli radde vurgusuyla ilan etmistir. Dergi, bu siyasi gerilimin ortasinda gen¢ kurmay
albaylarin ve aydinlarin CHP’ye katildiklar1 haberini vererek, ordunun geng ve dinamik kadrolart ile
mubhalefet arasindaki goriinmez baga dair ¢ok ciddi bir imada bulunmustur (4kis, 1960e, s. 10).

Akis, dogrudan telaffuzu yasak olan veya sansiire takilabilecek darbe kelimesini, diinya
giindemi tizerinden Tiirk kamuoyuna asilamaya devam etmistir. Kiiba Ornegi lizerinden
“Batista’larin her zaman tasi taragi toplayip kagtigi” tespitiyle, halkin iradesine karsi duranlarin
akibeti sembollestirilmistir. Ayrica, darbe liderlerinin solculuk veya komiinistlik ile su¢lanmasinin
gercekleri degistirmeyecegi belirtilerek, Tiirkiye’deki iktidarin muhalefete yonelik yaftalama
taktiklerine kars1 bir savunma refleksi gelistirilmistir (4kis, 1960f, s. 5).

Nisan aymn basinda ordu igindeki huzursuzluk, Kayseri seyahatinde Ismet Inénii’niin
yolunun kesilmesine tepki gostererek istifa eden Binbagi Selahaddin Cetiner olayiyla somutlagmaistir.
Akis, bu olay1 ve bazi subaylar hakkinda agilan sorusturmalari analiz ederken, rejimin gelecegine
dair bir 6ngérii sunmustur. Haftanin Iginden kdsesinde yer alan, iktidarin el degistirmesinin normal
yollarla degil, “kirici ve incitici bir tasfiye” ile olacagina dair ifadeler, sarsici bir miidahalenin en net
habercilerinden biri olarak sunulmustur (4kis, 1960g, ss. 5-16).

Sansiirlenen siyasi haberlerin yerine konulan Fransa: Napolyon'un Doniisii baglikli tarih
yazis1, donemin askeri miidahale korkusuna dair derin bir imadir. Siirgiinden dénen Napolyon’un
iizerine gonderilen birliklerin eski kumandanlarina silah ¢ekmek yerine onun safina gegisinin
anlatilmasi, iktidara yonelik bir bagka uyaridir. Dergi, sivil idarecilerin eski kumandanlar {izerine
asker sevk etme tesebbiislerini “bir¢ok kimse i¢in sonradan ibret yerine gegecek bir hata” olarak
nitelendirmistir (4kis, 1960h, ss. 3-5). Ismet Inénii’niin 6zge¢misine dair yapilan bu gonderme
donemin hassas dinamikleri i¢in oldukga kirilgandir.

Akis, Nisan ay1 sonunda Tiirkiye giindemini Giiney Kore’deki Syngman Rhee iktidarinin
¢Okiisii iizerinden islemistir. Universite gencliginin sokaklara dokiilmesi ve polisin halka ates agmasi
gibi sahneler iizerinden Ankara ve Istanbul sokaklarindaki manzaralara ayna tutulmustur.
Diktatorlerin “milletin samar1 suratlarina indiginde” dustiikleri durum vurgulanirken kullanilan
“Coskun su, seti mutlaka yikar” ifadesi, toplumsal patlamanin engellenemezligini simgeleyen bir
metafor olarak sunulmustur (4kis, 19601, ss. 4-6).

Sonug¢

Bu ¢alisma, Demokrat Parti’nin 1950-1960 yillar arasindaki iktidar siirecini ve bu siirecin
son evresinde Akis dergisi lizerinden insa edilen muhalif sdylemi analiz etmistir. DP’nin se¢im
zaferiyle baslayan demokratik mesruiyet zemini, iktidarmin ilk yillarindan itibaren belirli ¢evrelerce
elestiri yagmuruna tutulmustur. Calismanin ilk boliimiinde ele alinan 1950-1957 arasi icraatlar,
sadece birer tarihsel veri olarak degil; 1957 sonrasinda netlesen sert muhalefetin sdylemsel
kokenlerini ve elestiri zeminini anlamlandirmak adina kurucu bir temel olarak degerlendirilmistir.
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1957 segimlerinden 27 Mayis 1960’a kadar olan siireg, Akis dergisinin yayin politikasi
ekseninde incelendiginde; derginin sadece bir haber kaynagi degil, aym1 zamanda siyasal bir
yapilandirma merkezi oldugu goriilmektedir. Yapilan incelemeler neticesinde su temel ¢ikarimlara
ulastimigtir:

e Dergi iceriginde darbe kavrami, sadece bir olasilik olarak degil, siyasal tikanmishgin
karsisinda sunulan kaginilmaz bir ¢6ziim olarak kurgulanmistir. Birgok say1 ve niishada bu
kavramin bazen dogrudan, cogu zaman ise ima yoluyla metne islendigi saptanmstir.

e Akis, darbe imalarin1 sadece yerel dinamiklerle sinirli tutmamis; dis diinyada, 6zellikle
benzer siyasal gerilimlerin yasandigi lilkelerdeki darbe ve ihtilal siireglerini Tiirk siyasetiyle
bagdastirmistir. Bu {ilkelerle Tiirkiye arasinda kurulan organik ve sembolik baglar, benzer
nedenlerin benzer sonuglar doguracagi yoniindeki diisiinceyi okuyucuya aktararak
miidahaleyi zihinsel diizeyde normallestirmistir.

Netice itibartyla, 1957-1960 donemi Akis dergisi, DP iktidarina kars1 yiiriitiilen muhalefetin
keskin ve yonlendirici aygitlarindan biri olmus; miidahaleyi bir ihtimal olmaktan ¢ikarip, kacinilmaz
bir durum seklinde sunarak donemin siyasal iletisiminde belirleyici bir rol oynamistir.
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Yazar(lar), bu makalenin yayimlanmasina iligkin herhangi bir ¢ikar ¢atismasi bulunmadigini
beyan eder.

Finansal Destek
Bu aragtirma herhangi bir kamu kurumu, ticari kurulus veya kar amaci giitmeyen kurulus
tarafindan finansal olarak desteklenmemistir.

Yapay Zeka Kullanim Beyam
Makalenin hazirlanmasi siirecinde yapay zeka araglarindan yalnizca dil diizenleme, ceviri
destegi ve anlatim iyilestirmesi amaciyla simirhi 6lgiide yararlanilmis olabilir. Yapay zeka
araglar tarafindan yapilan ceviri ve dil diizenlemeleri yazar(lar) tarafindan dikkatle kontrol
edilmistir. Yapay zekad araclari calismanin bilimsel igeriginin, arastirma tasariminin,
analizlerinin veya akademik sonuglarinin olusturulmasinda kullanilmamigtir. Makalenin
igerigine iligkin tiim akademik sorumluluk yazar(lar)a aittir.

Telif Haklar1 ve izinler
Yazar(lar), telif hakki gerektiren materyaller kullanilmigsa gerekli izinlerin alindigim ve
caligmanin herhangi bir fikri miilkiyet hakkini ihlal etmedigini beyan eder.

Yazar Onayi

Tiim yazarlar makalenin son halini okuduklarini, onayladiklarini ve yayimlanmasini kabul
ettiklerini beyan eder.

Turkish Studies — Economics, Finance, Politics 21(3)



	Introduction
	The third term of the Democrat Party following the 1957 elections initiated a period in which political tension in the country reached its zenith. During this era, where the friction between the government and the opposition peaked, Akis magazine—one ...
	The magazine propagated the thesis that the Democrat Party had lost its political legitimacy, particularly through its aggressive editorial tone and analytical depth. Through this strategic editorial policy, it framed the notion of a coup as a social ...
	This study examines the issues of Akis magazine published between 1957 and 1960 through the method of Discourse Analysis. Within the scope of the study, an analysis is conducted on how the political crisis was incrementally transformed into an expecta...
	• Does Akis magazine include direct or indirect calls for a coup?
	• Upon which political justifications are the direct or indirect calls for a coup within the magazine based?
	• How did the insinuations regarding a coup within the magazine construct the justificatory grounds for the intervention?
	The central argument of this study is that Akis magazine, between 1957 and 1960, constructed a discursive insinuation of a coup against the Democrat Party administration instead of a direct appeal, systematically embedding this notion into the collect...
	Akis Magazine
	The Discursive Construction of Coup Insinuations in Akis Magazine
	Conclusion

