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Amerika’'mn Ingiltere Istihbarat Birimindeki “40 Numarali Oda” Kod Kiricilarimn Coziimledigi
Zimmermann Telgrafi ile Birinci Diinya Savasi'na Girigi
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Abstract: World War [ is crucial from two perspectives. Firstly, it determined the global political, social, and
economic balance; secondly, it demonstrated the impact of industry, technology, and intelligence on warfare
techniques. Room 40, established as an intelligence unit, and its activities are noteworthy for their
representation of both these aspects. Technological superiority, in particular, influences the course of wars, and
victories further strengthen powerful states, showcasing their ability to reshape world history and the map. This
study examines the intelligence and technological units of the time, their impact, and the stages that triggered
entry into the war. The example of Room 40, with its structure demonstrating the intelligence systems,
technological level, and spheres of influence of the era, shows both the intelligence work of Great Britain and
its influence as one of the reasons for the United States' entry into the war. The Zimmermann Telegram, sent
by Germany to Mexico, is another significant example of intelligence, technological superiority, social
engineering, and intelligence sharing during this war. Officially triggering America's entry into the war, this
telegram also serves as a unique example of the revelation of secret British intelligence operations, the
management of public perception, and the support for war. This study examines the partnership between Britain
and America in intelligence gathering, the intelligence fields and technologies of the time, the mutual rules and
regulations, how these were bent, and the impact of intelligence on the public. The research methodology
primarily involved obtaining original documents from the National Archives of America (NSA) containing the
telegram and its decryption, followed by a review of existing works and documents on the subject. This study,
which addresses a topic largely overlooked in Turkey and deserves academic enrichment, will make a
significant contribution to Turkish literary life.
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Oz: Birinci Diinya Savas iki agidan ¢ok énemlidir. Birincisi diinya siyasi, sosyal ve ekonomik dengelerinin
belirlenmesi ikincisi ise sanayi, teknoloji ve istihbaratin savas teknikleri iizerindeki etkileridir. Istihbarat birimi
olarak kurulan 40 numarali oda ve faaliyetleri bu agilardan bakildiginda iki alani da temsil eden yapisi ile
dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Ozellikle teknolojik iistiinliik savaslarin seyrini etkilerden alman galibiyetler ile giiclii
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devletler daha da giiclenmekte ve diinya tarihini diinya haritasin1 degistirme giiciinii sergilemektedir.
Calismada donemin istihbarat teknolojik birimler ekseninde, bu birimlerin etkisi ve savasa girisi tetiklemesi
asamalar1 paylasilmistir. 40 numarali oda 6rnegi donemin istihbarat sistemlerini, teknolojik diizeyini ve etki
alanlari1  kanitlayan yapisi ile Ingiltere’nin istihbarat calismalarmi gosterdigi gibi Amerika Birlesik
Devletleri’nin savasa giris nedenlerinden biri olarak etkisini de gostermektedir. Almanya tarafindan
Meksika’ya gonderilen Zimmermann Telgrafi ise bu savas siirecindeki, istihbarat, teknolojik iistiinliik, toplum
mithendisligi ve istihbarat paylasgimimin 6nemli 6rneklerinden biri olmustur. Resmi olarak Amerika’nin
savasini tetikleme etkisine sahip olan bu telgraf; bir yandan da Ingiltere nin gizli istihbarat ¢alismalarmin ifsas,
toplum algisin1 yonetme ve savas taraftarhigmi destekleme agilarindan egsiz bir drnek olmustur. Istihbarat
caligmalarinda Ingiltere ve Amerika’nin ortakligi, donemin istihbarat alanlar1 ve teknolojisi, karsilikli kural ve
kaideleri, bunlarin nasil esnetildigi ve istihbaratin halk {izerindeki etkisi ¢aligma igerisinde yer almistir.
Arastrma yonteminde Oncelikle, Amerika Ulusal Arsivi(NSA)’de telgrafin ve ¢6ziimlemesinin orijinal
metinleri bulunan vesikalar elde edilerek daha sonra konu iizerine yazilan eserler ile konu dokiiman
incelemeleri ile degerlendirmeye almmustir. Tiirkiye’de iizerinde fazla durulmayan, akademik olarak
zenginlestirilmesi gereken bu konunun, Tiirk yazinsal hayatina kazandirilmas1 6nemli bir katk: saglayacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Tarih, Birinci Diinya Savagi, Zimmermann Telgrafi, [stihbarat, 40 Numarali Oda
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Structured Abstract:

Aim

Wars have been one of the most important arguments for transformation and change in world history.
The development of societies, migrations, enrichment, discovery and conquest of new places have been the
most visible forms of this change. The superiority between states or societies has been determined by non-

combatant practices that utilise the technical, technological, weaponry, and war conditions of the time to their
advantage.

In the 20th century's struggles for supremacy, while military superiority played a significant role, the
changes in espionage and intelligence activities reached a level that affected the interstate competition for
supremacy. World War I also took place under the influence of this change, and intelligence activities played
important roles behind the scenes of the hot war. Intelligence work, which included gathering information,
producing counter-information, managing war psychology, identifying potential alliances, and learning attack
plans, was carried out secretly and meticulously. The principle of secrecy was lifted in situations that affected
and contributed to the war, and the method of public disclosure, in a version favourable to the state concerned,
was also applied.

The Zimmermann Telegram is one of the best examples of this situation. First, the telegram,
discovered within the work of a secret unit acting on behalf of England, was meticulously evaluated and
deciphered. Secondly, its secrecy was lifted, considering its potential contribution to England's interests. The
telegram was then shared with the American and global public.

The aim of this study is to present this process, to examine how the telegram was evaluated in the
fields of diplomacy and intelligence, and to analyse its impact on American public opinion and America's entry
into the war.

This topic, which has not been extensively discussed in Turkish academic publications, is explored
and shared using relevant archival documents and literary sources.

Method and Findings

The study employed a qualitative research method, including archival and source research. First, the
Zimmermann Telegram document was accessed from the archives of the relevant states. Then, the transcripts
and conferences of experts who worked on the telegram were identified, and finally, relevant sources were
used in the study.

According to the findings, the Zimmermann Telegram reveals the working methods of secret
intelligence units, particularly those of England, during the First World War. It once again demonstrates the
importance of managing war psychology and monitoring potential alliances. Furthermore, the relationship
between America and Germany during World War I was altered through other states. Finally, it served as a
unique example of how public opinion can be manipulated with accurate or inaccurate information, regardless
of how that information was obtained. The acquisition of the telegram, its sharing with America, and the
public's reactions significantly contributed to understanding the arguments of 20th-century warfare.

Conclusion and Recommendations

The Zimmerman Telegram has been a unique example of how a changing and transforming world can
be dominated by technological superiority. The potential alliances in warfare can alter the balance of power, a
conclusion this event has drawn. The importance of intelligence and social engineering has been proven once
again, considering the influence and contribution of public opinion.

Historical examples like the Zimmerman Telegram demonstrate the importance of technological and
intelligence investments for states. The subject should be explored and evaluated in Turkish literature with
richer resources.

Keywords: History, World War I, Zimmermann Telegram, Intelligence, Room 40

www.turkishstudies.net/turkishstudies



146 Songiil Alsan
aagd)
e Gilajles 43aaa3 388 (laaiaall o Jgall o (358l Ll il 138 jaUae 5 pf e ol g 58 g saaad) KLY el
Lgadbal e gl @lls 3 saildl (o yall g yba g bl g A o) g3 5 Aiall il gandl Jacias 4008,
Adaiil b ) pul) YY) e Sanll (3 siil) atiad G Sl il a2 ) bl e o dall o 8 Cle) pa i
1aa il caad Y Apallall el chalail LS sabuad) e Jsal) o Gadlisll e i1 (s giue chaly <ol LAWY g (uneail]
caled Al — A HLaiu¥) Jlee Y1 dd a3 Lald) o al) Gl 5S o 5 dagen 1) 5ol 450 Laial) Adadil) Cad 5 ¢yl
e)}é\bhésu}ﬂ\)‘w\uwhﬂ\..\JJ;Ucu‘)ﬂ‘wo‘)b\)‘odw\uuw\cb\jcuuw\@;—
u_umﬂsn@ﬁu&us‘@mu,u)g\@;uﬂgmua\yn@mﬂ\\JM@JH, ml_m‘um}\).u
Jlee | ana LLIES) any Ay L5 5al <l g 48 5l i o5 Y 5 el o2 o 381 Juadl aal e jay j 48 55 2e3
M gkl a5 a1 i) mllias 8 Alaiaall Lgiaalual 15k e Gy pull caxdy (GG ) jilas) (e Ayl Jas 4y s Bas
4 (s gine e allally S 50 alall,
ol g el JLatu¥ 5 Apale shal) Mo 8 48 ) i 488 Al a5 dlend) 2 (e () Al yall 038 Caags
ol b saaiall ¥ gl Jsdn s (Sope¥ aladl ol ) e b il

e\A;.u.u\.n 4.\5‘)\.“;.4} M.\S‘).d\ 4\.\4.1)\5‘}1\ A_ub_,.m.\.d\ tm\j LgLLu L_,,Jr_ Lu (J Lgﬂ\ ct_,.;.a}.d\ Jaa Calasiu) e.u
Aal) 3 Ao aliadll s duins N1 3l .

Ll g gl
oo A e A5 ) gl 5 Y ) bl 5 lind )1 (3 Canil) Juod e 53 Uiy Lo Al iaie)

&5 el s il e ) slee Gl ol il Wl i) il jealaal) g ALASH (a geaill 3ant & 25 dginall Jsall il (e
Al ) o ALl iy pleadl) alasia,

IO e Y Al ol Lagus Y 5 ey ol s iy Jae bl e (e sy 4 5y iS5 il
&caj)u: Zd.d;‘d\u\s&l;ﬂ\m\fjg_\ﬂwml\;ul;l\aj\a\m\ui;&);\ cJ.AuAJ.uGQj &}Y\MM\A_\);J\
Py 58 Ylie 485 1 o3 S o) 50l 5 sl o Jass Gy 3531 dalladl ol 0308 Lalall 5 1S5 e (g 23R} & s (8l
X ‘uuw\éﬁkgcd}.aﬂ\@%\s&)M\uagcugsd)p}\uﬂadg_\uﬁue\m\g?u\ 95\)3\4&_\:;).\1\4,3355&9
O diadl O A (g Gogall A agd (8 S Sy ) seandl dad 253 )5 oSy sl g LS a5 A8l o J geandl aalas,

ilua 41l 5 duadal)

Al ATl (g sty i lle e (g ol S 3 ) 5 s RS Lo Ty Yk (e yas5 2 2
atigll 5 i LaiuY) Lpeal Al 50 cid By sl 1 Aaliin) ZUEL g sl G L o gl b
wiadlosa g aladl ol 0 ) hailly e laia ),

1238 CELaSiu) iy s Jsall A LAt g A o) Sl ol Hlaiia) dpanl (e yay 3 A8y Jia dpay HUl) ALY )@LJ
2155 S0 3 e alainly 4SSl iyl b dayi g g s sall

40 48 jl) () Sl (la par YA g ‘é}‘ﬁ\ Aallall o yall s@)ﬂ\ :QAM\ Silalsl)

Résumé Structuré:
Objectif

Les guerres ont constitué 1’un des principaux moteurs de transformation et de changement dans
I’histoire mondiale. Le développement des sociétés, les migrations, 1’enrichissement, la découverte et la
conquéte de nouveaux territoires ont été les manifestations les plus visibles de cette évolution. La supériorité
entre Etats ou sociétés s’est déterminée par des pratiques non militaires qui tiraient parti des avancées
techniques, technologiques, de I’armement et des conditions de guerre de 1’époque.
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Dans les luttes pour la suprématie du XXe siécle, si la supériorité militaire a joué un rdle significatif,
les évolutions des activités d’espionnage et de renseignement ont atteint un niveau qui a influencé la
concurrence interétatique pour la suprématie. La Premi¢re Guerre mondiale s’est également déroulée sous
I’influence de cette évolution, et les activités de renseignement ont joué un réle important dans les coulisses de
ce conflit ouvert. Le travail de renseignement, qui comprenait la collecte d’informations, la production de
contre-informations, la gestion de la psychologie de guerre, 1’identification d’alliances potentielles et la
découverte des plans d’attaque, était mené secrétement et méticuleusement. Le principe du secret était levé
dans les situations qui affectaient et contribuaient au déroulement de la guerre, et la méthode de divulgation
publique, dans une version favorable a I’Etat concerné, était également appliquée.

Le télégramme Zimmermann est 'un des meilleurs exemples de cette situation. Tout d’abord, ce
télégramme, découvert dans le cadre des activités d’une unité secréte agissant pour le compte de 1’ Angleterre,
a été minutieusement évalué et déchiffré. Ensuite, son caractére secret a été levé, compte tenu de sa contribution
potentielle aux intéréts de I’ Angleterre. Le télégramme a alors été porté a la connaissance du public américain
et mondial.

L’objectif de cette étude est de présenter ce processus, d’examiner comment le télégramme a été
évalué dans les domaines de la diplomatie et du renseignement, et d’analyser son impact sur I’opinion publique
américaine et I’entrée en guerre des Etats-Unis.

Ce sujet, qui n’a pas fait I’objet de discussions approfondies dans les publications universitaires
turques, est exploré et présenté a 1’aide de documents d’archives et de sources littéraires pertinents.

Méthode et résultats

L’étude a recouru a une méthode de recherche qualitative, comprenant des recherches d’archives et
de sources. Dans un premier temps, le document du télégramme Zimmermann a été consulté dans les archives
des Etats concernés. Ensuite, les transcriptions et les comptes rendus de conférences d’experts ayant travaillé
sur ce télégramme ont été identifiés, puis les sources pertinentes ont été utilisées dans le cadre de 1’étude.

D’apres les résultats, le télégramme Zimmermann révéle les méthodes de travail des services de
renseignement secrets, en particulier ceux de 1’ Angleterre, pendant la Premiere Guerre mondiale. I1 démontre
une fois de plus I’importance de gérer la psychologie de la guerre et de surveiller les alliances potentielles. De
plus, les relations entre les Etats-Unis et I’ Allemagne pendant la Premiére Guerre mondiale ont été modifiées
par I’intermédiaire d’autres Etats. Enfin, il a constitué un exemple unique de la maniére dont 1’opinion publique
peut étre manipulée a 1’aide d’informations exactes ou inexactes, quelle que soit la maniére dont ces
informations ont été obtenues. L’acquisition du télégramme, son partage avec les Etats-Unis et les réactions du
public ont considérablement contribué a la compréhension des enjeux des conflits armés du XXe siccle.

Conclusion et recommandations

Le télégramme Zimmermann constitue un exemple unique de la maniére dont un monde en mutation
et en transformation peut étre dominé par la supériorité technologique. Les alliances potentielles en temps de
guerre peuvent modifier I’équilibre des pouvoirs, conclusion que cet événement a permis de tirer. L’importance
du renseignement et de 1I’ingénierie sociale a été prouvée une fois de plus, compte tenu de I’influence et de la
contribution de I’opinion publique.

Des exemples historiques tels que le télégramme Zimmermann démontrent 1’importance des
investissements technologiques et en mati¢re de renseignement pour les Etats. Ce sujet devrait étre exploré et
évalué dans la littérature turque a 1’aide de ressources plus riches.

Mots-clés : Histoire, Premiére Guerre mondiale, Télégramme Zimmermann, Renseignement, Salle
40

Resumen Estructurado:
Objetivo

Las guerras han sido uno de los principales motores de la transformacion y el cambio en la historia
mundial. El desarrollo de las sociedades, las migraciones, el enriquecimiento, el descubrimiento y la conquista
de nuevos territorios han sido las formas mas visibles de este cambio. La superioridad entre Estados o
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sociedades se ha determinado mediante practicas no bélicas que aprovechan en su beneficio los avances
técnicos y tecnoldgicos, el armamento y las condiciones bélicas de cada época.

En las luchas por la supremacia del siglo XX, aunque la superioridad militar desempefié un papel
significativo, los cambios en las actividades de espionaje e inteligencia alcanzaron un nivel que afect6 a la
competencia entre Estados por la supremacia. La Primera Guerra Mundial también se desarrolld bajo la
influencia de este cambio, y las actividades de inteligencia desempefiaron un papel importante entre bastidores
de la guerra abierta. El trabajo de inteligencia —que incluia la recopilacion de informacion, la elaboracion de
contrainformacion, la gestion de la psicologia de guerra, la identificacion de posibles alianzas y el conocimiento
de los planes de ataque— se llevo a cabo de forma secreta y meticulosa. El principio de confidencialidad se
levantaba en situaciones que afectaban a la guerra y contribuian a ella, y también se aplicaba el método de
divulgacion publica, en una version favorable al Estado en cuestion.

El telegrama Zimmermann es uno de los mejores ejemplos de esta situacion. En primer lugar, el
telegrama, descubierto gracias al trabajo de una unidad secreta que actuaba en nombre de Inglaterra, fue
evaluado y descifrado meticulosamente. En segundo lugar, se levant6 su secreto, teniendo en cuenta su posible
contribucion a los intereses de Inglaterra. A continuacion, el telegrama se dio a conocer al publico
estadounidense y mundial.

El objetivo de este estudio es presentar este proceso, examinar como se evalud el telegrama en los
ambitos de la diplomacia y la inteligencia, y analizar su impacto en la opinioén publica estadounidense y en la
entrada de Estados Unidos en la guerra.

Este tema, que no se ha tratado en profundidad en las publicaciones académicas turcas, se explora y
se expone utilizando documentos de archivo y fuentes bibliograficas pertinentes.

Método y resultados

El estudio empledé un método de investigacion cualitativo, que incluyo la investigacion en archivos y
fuentes. En primer lugar, se accedi6 al documento del Telegrama Zimmermann a partir de los archivos de los
Estados pertinentes. A continuacion, se identificaron las transcripciones y las conferencias de los expertos que
trabajaron en el telegrama y, por ultimo, se utilizaron las fuentes pertinentes en el estudio.

Seglin los resultados, el Telegrama Zimmermann revela los métodos de trabajo de las unidades de
inteligencia secretas, en particular las de Inglaterra, durante la Primera Guerra Mundial. Demuestra una vez
mas la importancia de gestionar la psicologia de la guerra y de vigilar las posibles alianzas. Ademas, la relacion
entre Estados Unidos y Alemania durante la Primera Guerra Mundial se vio alterada a través de otros Estados.
Por ultimo, sirviéo como un ejemplo Gnico de como se puede manipular la opinion publica con informacion
precisa o inexacta, independientemente de como se haya obtenido dicha informacion. La obtencion del
telegrama, su divulgacion a Estados Unidos y las reacciones del ptblico contribuyeron de manera significativa
a comprender los argumentos de la guerra del siglo XX.

Conclusion y recomendaciones

El telegrama de Zimmermann ha sido un ejemplo unico de cémo un mundo cambiante y en
transformacion puede verse dominado por la superioridad tecnoldgica. Las posibles alianzas en la guerra
pueden alterar el equilibrio de poder, una conclusion que se desprende de este suceso. La importancia de la
inteligencia y la ingenieria social ha quedado demostrada una vez mas, teniendo en cuenta la influencia y la
contribucion de la opinidn publica.

Ejemplos histéricos como el telegrama de Zimmermann demuestran la importancia de las inversiones
en tecnologia e inteligencia para los Estados. Este tema deberia explorarse y evaluarse en la literatura turca con
recursos mas amplios.

Palabras clave: Historia, Primera Guerra Mundial, Telegrama de Zimmermann, Inteligencia, Sala 40
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CrpykrypupoBanHoe Pe3lome:
Heasn

Boiinbl Bcerna ObUTM OJHMM M3 Ba)KHEHIINX (PaKTOPOB, CHOCOOCTBOBABIIMX NPeoOpa3oBaHUSIM H
M3MEHEHHSIM B MHPOBOW mMcTopuu. PasBurme oOliecTB, MUTpaluu, oOoramieHne, OTKPhITHE W 3aBOCBAaHHE
HOBBIX TEPPUTOPHI CTaJM HauOoiee 3aMETHBIMU IPOSIBJICHUSIMH 3THX M3MeHeHUH. [IpeBocxoncTBO oHUX
rOoCyJapcTB WM OOLIECTB HAA JAPYTMMH  OIPEAEIAIOCh HEBOCHHBIMH METOJIaMHM, ITO3BOJISIBIINMHU
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HCIIOJIB30BaTh B CBOUX MHTEPECAX TEXHUYCCKHUE U TEXHOJOTMYCCKHUE NOCTUKCHHUS, BOOPYKEHUE U YCIIOBUA
BEACHUS BOHHEI TOT'O BpPEMEHH.

B 60pr0e 3a rocioacTBo B XX BeKe, XOTS BOGHHOE MPEBOCXOJICTBO W UIPAIO 3HAYUTEIBHYIO POJIb,
W3MEHEHHS B cepe MINMNOHAKa U Pa3BeIbIBATEIbHON IESTEIbHOCTH JOCTUIIIN TAKOTO YPOBHS, YTO MOBIIHSIH
Ha MEXTOCYJapCTBEHHYI0 KOHKYPEHIIMIO 3a TOCHOZICTBO. IlepBas MupoBast BOWHA TakXe MPOXOIWIA IOX
BIMSHUEM STHX W3MEHEHHH, M pa3BebIBAaTEIbHAas JEATCIBHOCTh WIpajla BaXHYI0 POJIb 3a KyJIHCaMH
«ropsiyei» BOWHBL. Pa3BenpiBarenbHas pabora, BKJIIOYaBIIas cOOp HMHQOpMAIMH, IOATOTOBKY
KOHTPIPOTIATaH/bl, YIPaBICHUE NICUXOJOTHEeH BOWHBI, BHIIBICHUE NOTEHIMAIBHBIX COIO3HHKOB U U3y4eHHE
IUTAaHOB aTak, BeJlach TallHO U THIATENIbHO. [IpUHIUI CeKPETHOCTH CHUMAJICS B CUTyalUsX, KOTOPhIE BIUSIIN
Ha XOJ BOMHBI M CHOCOOCTBOBaNM €€ pasBUTHIO, a TAaKKE IMPUMEHSUICS METOJ IyOJIMYHOTO DPaCKpPBITHS
nH(opManuK B BEpCHH, OJIarONpUATHOH JJIsl COOTBETCTBYOIIETO T'OCY1apCTBA.

Tenerpamma [{lumMmepMaHa sBIS€TCS OJHUM U3 sIpYaliIIUX IPUMEPOB TaKOM cUTyauuu. Bo-nepBsix,
TenerpaMmma, 0OHapy KeHHas B X0€ pabOTHI CEKPETHOTO MOAPAa3/IeNICHH)s, IeHCTBOBABIIIEr0 OT IMEHH AHIJINY,
OblTa TIIATENHHO NPOAHATM3NPOBaHA U pacuiMdpoBaHa. Bo-BTOpIX, ¢ y4ETOM €€ MOTEHIMAIBHOTO BKIIa a B
MHTEpechl AHININM, ObUIa CHATAa €€ CEKPeTHOCTh. 3aTeM TelerpaMMa Oblla JOBEICHA 10 CBEICHHS
aMEPHUKAaHCKOH U MUPOBOH 0OIIECTBEHHOCTH.

Ilens naHHOTO HCCIENOBAaHMS — IIPEACTaBHTh ITOT MPOLECC, PacCMOTPETh, KaK TeJerpamMmMa
OLICHHMBAJIACh B chepe AUIUIOMATHH U Pa3BEAKH, a TAKXKE MPOAHATM3MPOBATh ¢€ BIMSHIE HA aMEPHKAHCKYIO
oO1miecTBeHHYI0 MHeHHe U BcTyIuleHue CIIIA B BolHYy.

Ota TeMa, KoTopas He MOJy4YuIa MIUPOKOTO OCBEIIECHUS B TypPEelKUX aKaAeMHUYECKUX ITyOIUuKaIHIX,
HCCIIeAyeTCs U U3J1araeTcs C UCIOIb30BaHUEM COOTBETCTBYIOUIMX apXHUBHBIX JOKYMEHTOB M JHUTEPaTYpPHBIX
HCTOYHHUKOB.

MeTon0/10THA M Pe3yIbTaThI

B HUCCICAOBAHNHN HCIIOJIB30BAJICA Ka4eCTBCHHBIN METOI, BKJ'IIO‘IaIOH_[I/Iﬁ pa60Ty C apxuBaMnu H
ncrounukamy. CHauana ObLI NOJIYUCH JOCTyIl K TCKCTY TCJICTpaMMbl HI/IMMepMaHa U3 apXuBOB
COOTBCTCTBYIOIIUX TOCYAapCTB. 3aTeM OBUIM BBISBIICHBI CTCHOI'paMMbl W MAaTCpUAJIbL KOHCI)epeHHI/IfI
OKCIICPTOB, 3aHUMABIINXCA HU3YUCHHUCM TCJICTPAMMBbI, W, HAKOHCL, B HCCJICAOBAHNU OBLIM HCIOJIE30BaHBI
COOTBETCTBYIOIINEC NCTOYHUKHU.

CorylacHO TIONy4eHHBIM pe3yibTaTaMm, TenerpamMMa lluMmepmaHa packpbIBaeT MeTOIBI PabOTHI
CEKPETHBIX pa3BeAbIBATEIbHBIX MOJPA3eNCHUH, B YaCTHOCTH AHIUINH, BO BpeMs [lepBoit MUPOBOM BOITHEI.
Oto eme pa3 JeMOHCTPUPYET BaXXHOCTH YIIPABICHHS IICUXOJIOTHEH BOMHBI 1 MOHMTOPHHTA MOTEH IUAIBHBIX
coro30B. Kpome Toro, otHomenus mexny Amepukoil n ['epmanueit Bo Bpems IlepBoil MHpoOBOil BOHHBI
WU3MEHUIIUCH O] BIUSHUEM IPYTUX rocynapcts. HakoHel, 3T0 NOCIyKUI0 YHUKAIbHBIM IIPUMEPOM TOI'0, KaK
OOILECTBEHHOE MHEHHE MOXKHO MaHHITYyJMPOBaTh C IOMOIIbIO TOYHON WM HETOYHOH HH(pOpMAaIHy,
HE3aBHCUMO OT TOTO0, KaK 3Ta HH(popMalus Obl1a noiaydeHa. [lomydeHue TenerpaMmsl, e€ nepefada AMepuKe
Y peaknys 00IEeCTBEHHOCTH BHECIIN 3HAYUTEIILHBIHA BKJIa/l B IOHMMaHHE CYyTH BOCHHBIX KOHQIMKTOB XX BeKa.

3akJil0ueHne ¥ peKOMeHIaAuN

TenerpaMMa HI/IMMCpMaHa CTajla YHHUKaJbHBIM IIPUMEPOM TOro, KakK B MCHAIIICMCIA U
npeo6pa3y10meMcsl MHPE MOKET JOMHUHUPOBATH TCXHOJOTMYECKOC IMPEBOCXOACTBO. IloTeHuMaNbHBIC COIO3EI
B BOCHHOM J€JIC MOT'YT U3MCHHUTH OajaHC CUI — K TAKOMY BbBIBOAY IPHUBEJIO AaHHOC coObITHE. BaxxHocTh
pa3BEaKN U COIMATbHOM WHXCHEPpUHU OblLIa BHOBH JI0OKasaHa C Yy4€TOM BJIMAHUA W BKJIaza O6U_ICCTBGHHOFO
MHCHHMUS.

Hcropuyeckue npumepsl, Takue Kak Tejerpamma lluMMmepmaHa, AEMOHCTPUPYIOT Ba)KHOCTh
WHBECTHUINHA rOCYIapCTB B TEXHOJIOTHH M pa3BeAKy. JTa TeMa JO0JDKHA OBITh H3ydeHa W MPOaHaJM3UPOBaHA B
TyPEIKON TUTepaType ¢ HCIOIb30BaHNEM OoJiee OOIIMPHBIX HCTOYHHUKOB.

KiiroueBbie caoBa: ucrtopus, llepsas mupoBas BoiiHa, Tenerpamma llummepmana, pasBenka,
«Komnara 40»
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Fras: i, T fay gg, ForRas Tatm, Gtk SIH&RY, T 40
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Yapilandirilmis Ozet:
Amag

Savaslar diinya tarihi icerisinde en dnemli doniisiim ve degisim argiimanlarindan biri olmustur.
Toplumlarm gelisimi, gocleri, zenginlesmeleri, yeni yerler kesfetmeleri ve ele gegirmeleri bu degisimin en
goriiniir versiyonlart olmustur. Devletler ya da toplumlar arasindaki iistiinlitk durumu ise donemine gore sahip
olunan teknik, teknolojik, silah ve savas sartlari1 kendi lehlerine ¢eviren sicak savas disi uygulamalar
olmustur.

20. yiizyilin Gstiinlik miicadelelerinde ise silah istiinliigii dnemli bir yere sahip olsa da casusluk ve
istihbarat faaliyetlerindeki degisim devletleraras: iistiinliik yarisini etkileyecek seviyeye gelmistir. Birinci
Diinya Savast da bu degisimin etkisinde ger¢eklesmis ve istihbarat faaliyetleri sicak savasin ardinda 6nemli
gorevler Ustlenmistir. Bilgi toplama, kars1 bilgi liretme, savas psikolojisini yonetme, muhtemel ittifaklar1 tespit
etme, saldir1 planlarin1 6grenme gibi alanlarda faaliyet gdosteren istihbarat calismalart gizli ve titiz bir sekilde
gerceklestirilmigtir. Gizlilik prensibi savasa etkisi ve katkist olan durumlarda kaldirilmis ve ilgili devletin
lehine olan versiyonu ile kamuoyuna agiklanma metodu da uygulanmstir.

Zimmermann Telgrafi da bu duruma en iyi 6rnek olacak vakalardan biridir. Oncelikle ingiltere adina
gizli bir birimin calismalar1 igerisinde tespit edilen telgraf titizlikle degerlendirilip ¢dziimlenmistir. Ikinci
asamada Ingiltere lehine katkis diisiiniilerek gizliligi kaldirilmistir. Telgraf daha sonra Amerika ve diinya
kamuoyu ile paylasiimistir.

Calismanin amaci bu siirecin ortaya konulmasi, telgrafin diplomasi ve istihbarat alanlarinda nasil
degerlendirildigi ve Amerika kamuoyu tizerindeki etkisi ile Amerika’nin savasa girisini ele almaktir.

Tiirkiye akademik yaymlarinda {izerinde fazla durulmayan bu konu ilgili arsiv belgeleri ve yazinsal
kaynaklarla irdelenerek paylasiimistir.

Yontem ve bulgular

Calismada nitel arastirma ydntemi, arsiv ve kaynak tarama yontemi kullanilmistir. Oncelikle ilgili
devletlerin argivinden Zimmermann Telgrafi vesikasina ulasilmig, daha sonra telgraf iizerinde ¢alisma yapan
uzmanlarin konugma metinleri, konferanslart tespit edilmis daha sonra konu ile ilgili kaynaklar ¢aligma
igerisinde kullanilmastir.

Elde edilen bulgulara goére Zimmermann Telgrafi, Birinci Diinya Savasi sirasindaki, ozellikle
Ingiltere’nin gizli istihbarat birimlerinin ¢alisma metotlarin ortaya koymustur. Savas psikolojisini ydnetme,
muhtemel ittifaklarin takibinin ne derece 6nemli oldugu bir kez daha kanitlanmigtir. Ayrica Amerika’nin ve
Almanya’nin Birinci Diinya Savasi’ndaki iliskileri bagka devletler iizerinden degisime ugramasi s6z konusu
olmustur. Son olarak kamuoylarinin dogru ya da yanlis bilgilerle; bilginin nasil elde edildiginin nemi olmadan
nasil yonlendirilebildiginin de essiz bir 6rnegi olmustur. Telgrafin elde edilmesi, Amerika ile paylasilmasi ve
halklarimn reaksiyonlar; 20. ylizyilin savas argiimanlarinin anlagilmasina énemli bir katki saglamistir.

Sonug ve oneriler

Zimmerman Telgrafi, degisen ve doniisen diinyanin teknolojik {istiinliikle nasil domine
edilebileceginin essiz bir 6rnegi olmustur. Savaglarda muhtemel ittifaklarin dengeleri nasil degistirebilecegi de
bu olayin ortaya koydugu sonuglardan biri olmustur. Kamuoyu etkisi ve katkist merkeze alindiginda istihbarat
ve toplum miihendisliginin 6nemi bir kez daha kanitlanmustir.

Zimmermann Telgrafi gibi tarihi 6rnekler devletlerin teknolojik ve istihbarat yatirimlarinin ne kadar
o6nemli oldugunun 6rneklerinden biri olmustur. Konu, Tiirkce literatiire daha zengin kaynaklarla islenmeli ve
degerlendirilmelidir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Tarih, Birinci Diinya Savas1, Zimmermann Telgrafi, Istihbarat, 40 Numarali Oda
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Cryptography is a branch of science concerned with making data difficult to understand and
encrypting it. Derived from the Greek words "kryptos" (secret) and "graphein" (to write),
cryptography uses mathematical methods to protect or conceal messages. As a subfield of
mathematics, both cryptography and cryptanalysis contain mathematical elements. The aim of
cryptography is to ensure the security of communications in sensitive and vital areas, especially in
warfare, while the aim of cryptanalysis is to find and decipher existing codes using the correct
methods. Encryption, a fundamental concept in cryptography, is the process of making the content
of the plaintext message unreadable. The essence of encryption is to ensure that the message can only
be read by the intended recipient/authorized person, preventing unauthorized/hostile individuals from
reading it. Decryption (breaking the code) is the reverse of encryption, the process of understanding
the complete and accurate content of the message and converting the encrypted text back into
plaintext (Soyalig, 2005, p.1).

For centuries, kings, queens, and generals have relied on effective communication to govern
their countries and command their armies. In critical situations like war, they acted with an awareness
of the consequences of messages falling into the wrong hands, valuable secrets being revealed to
rival nations, and vital information being disclosed to opposing forces. These security measures have
evolved and been updated to suit the circumstances. The threat of enemy interception has motivated
the development of codes and ciphers, and this encrypted structure has become increasingly complex.
For example, techniques have been developed not only to conceal a message but also to arrange it in
a way that the intended recipient can read it. The desire for security and secrecy has led nations to
operate code-making departments responsible for ensuring the security of communications by
inventing and implementing the best possible codes; conversely, enemy codebreakers have attempted
to break these codes and steal secrets. While initially viewed as linguistic alchemists, a mystical tribe
attempting to extract logical words from meaningless symbols, this has changed over time. Coding
has become a systematic and specialized unit within the institutional structures of states. Within this
transformation, the history of codes and ciphers has been a story of an intellectual arms race between
codemakers and decoders, a centuries-long struggle that has had a dramatic impact on the course of
history. A code has been constantly under attack from decoders, forced to change and transform.
Because when decoders develop a new weapon that reveals a code's weakness, the code becomes
useless. It either disappears or is transformed into a new, more powerful code. This new code then
survives until decoders discover its weakness, and so it has been an ongoing race (Singh, 2002, p. 1-
2).

Cryptography, which has a history stretching back to 2000 BC, is the effort to conceal the
"meaning of a message" while keeping the message itself clear, and has been used in all cultures,
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including the Indian, Mesopotamian, Greek, Roman, and Arab-Muslim' worlds (Singh, 2002, p. 20).
Although encrypted messaging is a common use of many civilizations, it was the Arabs who invented
cryptanalysis. Finally M.S. In 750, during the Abbasid Caliphate, it was Al-Kindi who showed the
decipherment of encrypted messages. While cryptographers developed new methods for secret
writing in the 9th century, when the Islamic world was very developed, it was cryptanalysts who had
difficulty finding weaknesses in these methods to reach secret messages (Singh, 2002, p. 21; Bingol,
2022, p. 114).

From a European perspective, the Council of Ten in Venice, after 1310, established and
systematized one of the world's oldest centrally organized state intelligence agencies. This
organization operated with remarkable complexity and maturity, functioning as a public sector
institution serving mainstream intelligence functions such as operations, analysis, cryptography,
steganography, cryptanalysis, and even the development of lethal substances like poisons. By the
15th century, political developments and the advancements in art and science during the Renaissance
had a deeper impact on cryptography. The development of diplomacy in Italy, with Italian city-states
sending ambassadors to each other, and the need to conceal instructions in diplomatic
communication, revived cryptography, which had been virtually forgotten after the fall of Rome
(Iordanou, 2020, p. 253-255).

Although the existence of studies in this field is known, a systematic compilation of these
studies is not possible due to their nature as security and state secrets. Cryptography, which develops,
changes, and transforms itself according to the conditions of the time, updates its basic principles of
encryption and decryption with the communication techniques and technological materials of the era.
In the 15th and 16th centuries, Europe used numerous intelligence and encryption methods in its
political, commercial, and military maneuvers against the Ottoman Empire. For Europe, acting out
of a self-preservation instinct, the term intelligence has two aspects. Firstly, it refers to the systematic
process of secretly collecting, analyzing, and disseminating information; secondly, it encompasses
security, preemptive measures, and war preparations related to the "police and security" dimension,
which can manifest in both offensive and defensive forms. Therefore, it can be said that early
intelligence activities form the basis of modern intelligence, and this cumulative process was
systematized before the First World War and is seen as the foundation of intelligence and cryptology
(Iordanou, 2020, p. 251-253). It is a fact that in this field of activity, which increased especially with
the rise of Europe in the 18th century, there is still a great deal of undiscovered manuscript material
(Kahn, 1973, p. 3).

! Further evidence comes from numerous administrative manuals, such as the 10th-century Adab al-Kuttab (Handbook of
Secretaries), which contains sections devoted to cryptography. However, Arab scholars possessed not only the ability to
use ciphers but also the ability to break them. In fact, they invented cryptanalysis, the science of deciphering encrypted
messages. While cryptographers developed new methods for secret writing, it was cryptanalysts who struggled to find
weaknesses in these methods for accessing secret messages. Arab cryptanalysts managed to find a method to break the
single-alphabet substitution cipher, which had remained unbroken for centuries. Cryptanalysis could not have been invented
until a civilization reached a sufficiently advanced level of education in various disciplines, including mathematics,
statistics, and linguistics. Muslim civilization provided an ideal birthplace for cryptanalysis because Islam demands justice
in every area of human activity, and achieving this requires knowledge or learning. Every Muslim is obligated to pursue
all forms of knowledge, and the economic success of the Abbasid caliphate meant that scholars had the time, money, and
resources necessary to fulfill their duties. They sought to acquire knowledge of previous civilizations by obtaining and
translating texts from Egypt, Babylon, India, China, Persia, Syriac, Armenian, Hebrew, and Rome into Arabic. In 815,
Caliph al-Ma'mun established the Bayt al-Hikma (House of Wisdom), a library and translation center in Baghdad. In
addition to a better understanding of secular matters, the invention of cryptanalysis was also linked to the development of
religious education. Large theological schools were established in Basra, Kufa, and Baghdad, where theologians studied
the revelations of Prophet Muhammad as contained in the Quran. These theologians were interested in determining the
chronology of the revelations by counting the frequency of words in each revelation. The theory was that certain words had
evolved relatively recently, and therefore, if a revelation contained a large number of these new words, it would indicate a
later appearance in the chronology.
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World War I was a multifaceted and complex war that impacted world history in political,
social, and economic spheres. Factors that altered the course and balance of the war included superior
weaponry, propaganda, rapid communication and transportation, as well as technical and espionage
efforts to break counter-codes. While America and Europe both created and managed this rapid
change, the Ottoman Empire, having begun to use telegraph systems and encryption in the 19th
century, was less developed and at a disadvantage compared to European states (Bing6l, 2022, p.
113-128).2

Espionage, propaganda, and code-breaking activities have formed the foundations of states'
steps in understanding, acquiring, and managing territory in the modern world system. While
espionage and propaganda encompass the pre-war, wartime, and post-war periods, code-breaking
activities, in particular, can be considered the most important work during the war itself. The ability
and accuracy of code-breaking are crucial for states to reveal counter-activities, attack plans, and
even the location and time, while also enabling the identification of potential hostilities or alliances.
The rapid shift in the balance of power during war, particularly due to public pressure or material
depletion (supply of weapons and ammunition, provisions, troop reinforcements, etc.), and states'
coveting of idealized territories stemming from their history, have further increased the importance
of encrypted communication. One of the most significant cases summarizing and explaining this
situation occurred during World War I between the United States, Great Britain, and Germany.

These encryption and decryption activities influenced the course of the world war and shifted
the balance of power in favor of the Entente Powers. In the First World War, which involved two
main groups, Great Britain led the way on one side, while Germany spearheaded the opposing side.
Therefore, the great war, which began as a European war resulting from the rivalry between Great
Britain and Germany, was primarily based on the principle of the disintegration of the Ottoman
Empire and the subsequent division of the acquired territories among European states. While the
balance of power on the European continent was built upon these principles, Russia's alignment with
Great Britain significantly complicated Germany's position. In this situation, Germany valued all the
states it could enlist as allies and acted by taking into account the factors that could shift the balance
of power.

What Germany planned and wanted to implement here was to take action that would keep
the United States out of the war—or even trapped in it on its own side. To this end, triggering a war
between the US and Mexico was identified as a war strategy, and activities were carried out within
this framework.

The United States' Entry into World War I and Codebreakers

Germany's strategy of drawing America into the war, keeping it preoccupied on its domestic
fronts, and weakening it through the promise of territories to Mexico was a significant war tactic. In
particular, Great Britain, a representative of the Entente bloc, was also targeted with similar
propaganda and espionage activities aimed at weakening it.

Elizabeth Smith and William Friedman, head of the Ciphers and Genetics Departments at
Riverbank in America, married in May 1917, forming one of the most famous husband-and-wife
teams in cryptography history. America's declaration of war a month earlier, and Riverbank's status

2 Diplomatic cryptography emerged in the Ottoman Empire during the reign of Selim III. Although this effort, which began
in 1797, was interrupted, cryptographic practices continued. From 1816 onwards, the Ottoman internal bureaucracy also
adopted cryptographic correspondence methods. Both the internal and external bureaucracies relied primarily on
"monalfabetic substitution ciphers." From the earliest days, the letters in the cipher keys were digitized. While "word"-
based "codes" were used alongside these encryption keys, their number was very limited. This period lasted until 1855.
The introduction of the telegraph to the Ottoman State changed the situation. This is a "monoalphabetic" substitution cipher.
In a monoalphabetic substitution cipher, each letter of the alphabet is replaced by a letter known to both the sender and the
receiver. For detailed information Sen, 2006, p. 5.
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as the only active cryptography institution in the country, led to the unofficial collection of
cryptograms’ from various government agencies for decipherment. Here, Germany was conducting
counter-propaganda against both America and Britain, using coded means to create military,
political, and social events that would divide the nations. Perhaps most importantly, they were using
German aid to exploit Britain's preoccupation in Europe to send messages to and from a group of
125 Hindus striking for Indian independence, and to provoke Mexico into declaring war on America.
The codes related to the Indian issue were given to William Friedman for decipherment, and he
quickly cracked the numerical cipher used in telegrams sent to Berlin. The letters of the plaintext and
the key word were converted into numbers using a 4 x 7 checkerboard with a normal alphabet; The
key digits were then added to the plaintext digits to create the ciphertext. One of the keys was LAMP.
Each agent was given its own key. However, Friedman had no difficulty solving them, and the book
cipher, a system often considered by amateurs to be the pinnacle of cryptographic security, did not
surprise him either (Kahn, 1973, p. 183). Friedman served as the Chief Cryptoanalyst for the War
Department from 1921 to 1974, participating in many critical studies (Tuchman, 1966, p. 1x). Later,
in a lecture he gave in 1958, Friedman used the phrase "C Power" to emphasize the importance of
cryptology and share its effects with the whole world. In his own words, "The 'C' in my title
represents the word cryptology. Therefore, the real title of the series I prepared is 'The Impact of
Cryptological Power on History'," he said, describing the power and impact of his work with the
general definition, "In our work, we do our best to both eat the cake and own the cake." (Friedman,
1958, s.1).

According to NSA (National Security Agency) documents, the corporate summary of
America's code-breaking and intelligence efforts is as follows.

o On November 16, 1912, Herbert O. Yardley was hired as a Legal Officer at the U.S.
Department of State.

o In 1916, Colonel Parker Hitt published the Military Cipher Manual in the United
States.

. The U.S. Navy Code and Signals Division was established on July 28, 1916.

o In 1917, Gilbert Vernam of AT&T invented the disposable tape teleprinter.

o The Zimmermann Telegram was sent on January 16, 1917.

o On March 1, 1917, the Zimmermann Telegram was sent to the US press.

o On June 10, 1917, the US Army Code and Cipher Division, MI-8, was established.
o On June 29, 1917, Herbert O. Yardley began his service as a First Lieutenant in the
US Army.

. On July 28, 1917, Captain Frank Moorman was tasked with establishing the US
Army Radio Listening Division within the American Expeditionary Force (AEF).

o October 29, 1917: The first US listening operation in France during World War 1.

. On December 12, 1917, the US Army's listening station in Souilly, France, was
opened.

o On April 15, 1918, Arthur Scherbius offered the prototype of the ENIGMA machine

to the German Navy.

o In May 1918, William Friedman began his service as a First Lieutenant and was
assigned to the Radio Intelligence Division in France. On May 19, 1919, the U.S. Secretary
of State approved the establishment of the Cipher Bureau (also known as the Black Room).

3 A cryptogram is a type of text or cipher in which letters, numbers, or symbols are encrypted by rearranging
them in a specific way.
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o In July 1919, Agnes Driscoll was recruited into the U.S. Navy.
. On October 1, 1919, the Cipher Bureau began operations.
° On November 1, 1919, in Great Britain: The Government Code and Cipher School

(GC&CS) was established. (US4, National Security Agency/Central Security Service,2025
https://www.nsa.gov/History/Cryptologic-History/Historical-Events/#pre 195 2-timeline)

Communications and Diplomacy Exceptions in World War I, Room 40

World War I was a period in every sense of the word where the world was reshaped,
perceptions changed, and the impact of technological innovations on warfare was profoundly felt.
The events leading up to the war laid the groundwork for this situation. In Europe, in particular,
shifting power balances, colonial rivalries, the Industrial Revolution, and rapid economic growth
increased the speed of communication and transportation. This speed was also reflected in
intelligence activities, and states became aware of what could be done with this new information
speed. Europe, utilizing the technological advantages of the era and beginning to manage national
unity and political movements, particularly Britain, struggled in the field of intelligence work,
seeking solutions for integration into the new system, social engineering, and escaping invasion and
political upheaval.

It is important to note that this psychological climate was not unique to England. This
situation was the main focus of activity in the 19th and 20th centuries. Industrialization, urbanization,
and the development of mass communication tools, especially the telegraph, were crucial. The 19th-
century telegraph has been likened to the "Victorian internet," because in those days, people who
communicated only through messages sent by messengers, pigeons, trains, and ships, had the chance
to exchange information over long distances in seconds, and this radically changed the perception of
time and space in 19th-century society. Governments tried to restrict the use of this increasingly
powerful new communication tool, imposing bans, but they failed; despite everything, encrypted
information was sent, these codes were broken; and the dimension of relationships between people
changed. In other words, the telegraph, like the internet of the 2000s, created its own technological
infrastructure, set its own rules, and led to social changes that also affected politics and the economy.
The telegraph, which profoundly influenced trade, journalism, the formation of public opinion,
diplomacy, international relations, and even imagination, affected social structures and military
advantages (Sunar, 2014, p. 3-4). These developments strengthened the security-centered and
security-prioritizing state tendency that was spreading in Europe. Examples such as the Dreyfus
Affair in France (the scandalous trial of Alfred Dreyfus, a Jewish officer, in 1894) and the
surveillance of socialists in Prussia, as well as the use of spies and provocateurs by the Tsarist regime
in Russia, led to security being considered a crucial part of national identity in all areas. In the case
of England, this process crystallized around the figure of the spy; the spy was depicted as both an
infiltrating foreign entity and a citizen with the potential for disloyalty. Therefore, espionage was no
longer solely a matter of state external security, but also transformed into a control mechanism
emphasized for the sake of maintaining social order. In light of these changes, England, experiencing
fear and paranoia about spies, primarily began to control the entry of foreigners into the country by
enacting the Aliens Act in 1905, in order to examine and control foreign immigration movements.
During this process, it gradually established and managed a significant network of intelligence
centers. In 1909, the Secret Service Bureau was established, and through reorganization, it was
quickly divided into two branches: MIS5, focusing on internal threats, and MI6, focusing on external
threats (Karatas, 2025, p. 191-192).
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The importance of intelligence work during that period becomes even clearer when
examining Winston S. Churchill's work, "The World Crisis 1911-1918%" which he began publishing
in 1923. For example, the book reveals that the Russians provided the British with copies of the code
and signal books of the German light cruiser Magdeburg, which ran aground in the Baltic Sea in
September 1914. Churchill was the first to describe the discovery of a German petty officer's body,
found with his arms stiffened at the moment of death, containing German Navy code and signal
books and finely grid maps of the North Sea and Heligoland Bay. Churchill explicitly discusses these
processes in the "Cryptography Section" (Christensen, 2011, p. 283-284).

Therefore, the entire process of the "Zimmermann Telegram," which Britain, aware of the
importance of intelligence work and even using cutting-edge modern systems for the time, has not
been as amateurish and chance-driven as the British have covered up or as the story implies.
However, it was also not as coldly planned and executed as some historians have suggested. By
piecing together various documentary sources found at the Kew National Archives in West London
and the Churchill Archives Centre in Cambridge, it is possible to construct a more nuanced account
of the founding of Room 40 and its almost forgotten military counterpart, MI1(b). The official story
was not only created for public consumption but was also internally shared with those working in the
British code-breaking organization, providing a useful internal narrative about the origins of their
own organization. The more historians look behind the veil of secrecy, the more they discover about
the scope of British intelligence activities in the decades before the First World War. Subsequent
studies have revealed the long but limited history of British eavesdropping and codebreaking, delving
deeper than previously accepted and demonstrating that Room 40 and MI1(b) developed with
somewhat more foresight than inherited narratives suggested (Christensen, 2011, p. 283-284).

One of the many unintended consequences of the First World War was the establishment of
permanent, bureaucratic intelligence apparatuses. Before the Great War, spying on one's enemies
was a task undertaken, usually for short periods of time, for specific reasons, and by only a few
trusted individuals. The very few intelligence organizations that existed in Europe before 1914 were
relatively small and narrowly focused. However, the requirements of war have necessitated a
systematic approach to collecting, analyzing and distributing large amounts of information, and deep,
accurate, fast intelligence has become much more important.

In particular, obtaining a large amount of information about the enemy has become a vital
issue. Under these circumstances, the most important type of intelligence in the Great War has been
called counter-artillery intelligence; However, it was signals intelligence (SIGINT) that made the
most efficient and biggest contribution to the rise of modern intelligence organizations. While almost
all major European powers have made use of this relatively new form of intelligence, no organization
has better understood the need for systematic intelligence processing or achieved more notable
success than the British Admiralty's Room 40. Room 40 operated as a highly secretive British
intelligence unit within the UK's Intelligence Service, reporting to Admiralty intelligence. Its primary
mission was to intercept and decrypt German wireless communications (telegrams). The unit, which
also scanned diplomatic telegraph systems, played a very important role in the First World War.
Room 40's success is owed in many ways to coincidence. In the early months of the war, British
naval intelligence captured three German naval code books, all uniquely prepared. In activities all
carried out in a unique manner, the Royal Navy; seized the Handelsverkehrsbuch from a German
merchant ship off the coast of Australia, The Russians shared a copy of the Signalbuch der
Kaiserlichen Marine (SKM) that they captured from a German ship that ran aground in Estonia, and

* The World Crisis is Churchill's history of the First World War, first published in six volumes between 1923 and 1931.
The first four volumes cover the war years (1911-1918) and were published between 1923 and 1927. Two additional
volumes were published in 1929 and 1931: Post-War (1918-1928) and The Eastern Front (which Churchill initially
proposed as "separate from, but in addition to, our five-volume history," and intended to describe "the course of events on
the Eastern Front" in more detail.
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a British trawler turned the Verkehrsbuch upside down after capturing it off the coast of the
Netherlands. These were only three of many codebooks used by the Germans, added to the basic
intelligence codes. These seizures, each of which had different values, provided the opportunity to
weaken Germany's hand. However, the initial success of the British in obtaining these highly
classified documents, especially the SKM, combined with decades of German investment in the High
Seas Fleet, gave the Admiralty great impetus to create a domestic intelligence function dedicated to
German naval activities. As a result, the multitude of intercepted messages and the burden of
decryption and analysis required the existence of a permanent organization. Therefore, in November
1914, the newly appointed director of naval intelligence, Captain William Reginald "Blinker" Hall
(1870-1943), moved the developing intelligence staff from the main Admiralty building to an area
of the Old Admiralty Building called Room 40. The Zimmermann Telegram, which was caught in
the Chamber's scans, constituted one of the turning points among these diplomatic telegrams with its
aspects affecting the course of the war and proved how appropriate the measures taken and
investments made were (Tuchman, 1966, p. 3-10, Czak, 2019, p. 1).

The Zimmermann telegram is discussed in "Room 40," and the impact of intelligence
work on World War I

On January 17, 1917, Nigel de Grey, a young naval intelligence officer, rushed to the office
of his wartime superior, Captain William Hall, Director of Naval Intelligence. Entering de Grey
impatiently stammered his question: “Do you want to bring America into the war, sir?” The short,
sharp-faced captain, known to his subordinates and colleagues as “Blinking Hall” because of his
rapid blinks, was immediately alert. “Yes, why?” he exclaimed. Waving a piece of paper de Grey
shouted, “I have a telegram that, if you give it to them, will bring them into the war!” The war was
at a critical stage. A terrible, bloody stalemate on land and sea was consuming lives at a terrifying
rate. The military offered no clear way to break the stalemate. America’s entry into the war could
shift the balance and end the horrific carnage. But neither the American government nor the public
wanted to participate in the European imperialist war. If De Grey wasn't overestimating the
importance of his intelligence, whatever he discovered could have been decisive in determining the
outcome of the war. De Grey was one of several people working in Room 40 of the Admiralty in
central London. Their job was to decipher German naval and diplomatic codes. This telegram had
been sent from Berlin through Washington to the German representative in Mexico. De Grey and his
colleague Dilly Knox had only managed to decipher parts of the message. But what they uncovered
was enough to send De Grey rushing to Hall's office. In the telegram, German Foreign Minister
Arthur Zimmermann proposed that Germany and Mexico join forces in the war against the United
States — 'wage war together; make peace together'. Although the process was understood and the
basic codes were deciphered, sharing this telegram meant, in a sense, revealing Room 40, the risk of
German counterintelligence learning about the information being shared, and the exposure of one of
Britain's secretive activities. Therefore, the Director of Naval Intelligence (DNI), William Hall, was
initially hesitant about sharing it. Later, however, Britain's predicament, the fact that the US was a
strong and important ally, and the prediction that the US's involvement in the war would change the
course of the war, led him to believe that sharing the information would be more profitable
(Tuchman, 1966, p. 2-7).

In a secret coded message, numbered 4494, German Foreign Minister Arthur Zimmerman
sent to the German ambassador in Mexico, Heinrich von Eckardt, stating that in exchange for Mexico
joining the German cause, US territory would be given to Mexico. The coded message was
intercepted by British intelligence, deciphered, and given to the American ambassador in Britain,
Walter Page. Following Germany's declaration of unrestricted submarine warfare on February 1st,
the telegram was made public in the United States. On April 6, 1917, the United States Congress
formally declared war on Germany and its allies (ABD, National Archives, Record Group 59, Series:
Central Decimal Files, File Unit: 862.20212/69 THRU 862.20212/88).
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Nigel De Grey BBC News International, 2017 (https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-38581861)

In the telegram, the nature and effect of the message were not understood at first. It was
determined that it was not written only in maritime code and that it was far from a classical or
interpretable version and was sent to the Political Department on January 17, 1917. Here William
Montgomery and Nigel de Gray examined the message. The most striking element was that the
message was longer than general messages, as well as being coded. De Gray focused on the top group
of digits, “13042,” and realized that it was a variant of the German diplomatic code “13040.” When
I explained this situation to Montgomery, Montgomery took out a book with the word "poison"
written on it. This book was a recreation of the German cipher code “113040”. Montgomery also
produced a work containing many cipher variants of Room 40. They managed to create a key with
these variants created after thousands of listenings. The team, who also searched for the signatory in
the codes, discovered that the person represented by the code "97556" was Arthur Zimmermann,
Allan's Minister of Foreign Affairs. As for who it was sent to, it was understood that it was written
to the German ambassador to the United States, Count von Bernstorff, since it was written to America
with the sentence "Personal information of the esteemed ambassador" written in reference to the
addressee (Tuchman, 1966, p. 1-3).

Regarding Germany's encryption methods and the decrypted encoding processes of the
telegraph, Friedman shared the following data:

The German system’s distribution of various encryption methods provided
embassies, including military naval attachés, with first-class, two-part codes consisting
0f 10,000 groups. There were approximately ten different codes for separate geographical
regions. Second-class codes were provided to embassies and consulates, apparently all
derived from a basic, large, single-part code; these codes were obtained by shuffling or
randomized entire pages of one hundred groups and similarly shuffling blocks of tens on
each page. Several such semi-randomized or derived codes existed; for example, one for
the Near East, known as Code 89736 (read as eight, nine, seven, three, six). This code
was obtained from Herr Wassmuss, or Mr. "What Should Be," as Commander Denniston
addressed him. Another version, known as Code 13040, was for Western Hemisphere
communications and was therefore used for the Zimmermann Telegraph; When
Bernstorff in Washington had to relay the contents of the original version of the
telegram—and considered it his duty—this version was in one of the first-class, group
10,000, two-part codes known as 7500. Why didn't Zimmermann send the message
directly from Berlin using code 13040, but instead had Bernstorff repeat it using a
different code? (Friedman, 1958, p. 38-39).

When the telegram's contents were fully deciphered and revealed to the American public,
America was forced to enter the war (Tuchman, 1966, p. 179) and Germany's defeat was ensured.
This intercepted message became Room 40's most famous achievement. However, the ‘Zimmermann
Telegram’ was just one of tens of thousands of radio and telegraph messages systematically
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intercepted and deciphered by Room 40 and its little-known War Ministry counterpart, MI1(b),
throughout the war. While the existence of these code-breaking activities was kept secret throughout
the war, details emerged and were shared with the public shortly after the various conflicts ended.
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USA, National Archives, Zimmerman Telegram as received by the German Minister to
Mexico, January 19, 1917. National Archives Identifier: 302025.
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/302025?objectPage=5
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USA, National Archives, Zimmerman Telegram as received by the German Minister to
Mexico, January 19, 1917. (NAID: 302025) https://catalog.archives.gov/id/302025?0objectPage=5
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Named after its author, German Foreign Minister Arthur Zimmermann, the Zimmermann
Telegram shed a disturbing light on Germany's wartime diplomacy in Mexico and hastened the
United States' entry into World War I. On March 1, 1917, world media outlets published diplomatic
correspondence between the German Foreign Ministry and its representative in Mexico, causing a
major shock to global public opinion. The memo, penned by German Foreign Minister Arthur
Zimmermann (1864-1940), was transmitted to Mexico via the embassy in Washington. The British
Secret Service deciphered it and determined it contained alarming information. Germany, which had
returned to unrestricted submarine warfare in February, indicated its readiness to join forces with
Mexico should the United States enter the war on the Allied side. In this case, Germany stated its
willingness to generously support the Mexicans and offer them Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona as
war spoils. It also indicated that Japan would be invited to join the alliance. Mexican President
Venustiano Carranza (1859-1920) rejected this offer, which would have meant entering a suicidal
war against the overwhelming power of the United States. However, Carranza tried not to be harsh
with the German representative, as he wanted to keep the possibility of future cooperation alive
(Rinke, 2014, p. 1).

German Foreign Minister Arthur Zimmermann BBC News International, 2017,
20https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-38581861).

Furthermore, the method of intelligence gathering became a systemic problem, with Britain
conducting the process in its own self-interest. When the Zimmermann Telegram was intercepted
and deciphered, the Admiralty and Foreign Office fabricated elaborate lies to the US government
and the general public about how they obtained it. This need for deception further increased the
likelihood that Room 40 was actively collecting signal intelligence against the United States.
Consequently, Room 40 not only provided the Royal Navy and the British government with
invaluable information about the enemy, but also overcame the challenge of modern intelligence
organizations, which undertook the responsibility of collecting, analyzing, and disseminating vast
amounts of data within a much larger, often rigid, highly compartmentalized, and bureaucratic
system. Room 40's success during World War [ was integral to the challenges faced twenty years
later, when Britain once again turned to signal intelligence analysts to gain an advantage against the
enemy (Czak, 2019, s.1).

One of Room 40's greatest organizational and long-term successes was its use of traffic
analysis to detect the movement of German ships and submarines. Because traffic analysis was
necessary for analysts when they couldn't intercept and read the transmission, by using direction-
finding stations, analysts could instead geographically pinpoint the source of the signal, thus locating
the ship. Even basic information about the type of signal provided the British with a daily updated
overview of the deployment of German naval forces. This was particularly important during
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submarine operations, where Room 40 could show the positions of German submarines and Allied
ships on large maps in the Admiralty's War Room, and then identify those vulnerable to attack.
However, this type of detection could not provide absolute protection. One of the most common
problems with intelligence has been the process of making critical decisions about how to act on the
intelligence, if any. The few within the British government who had access to Room 40 intelligence
worried that acting on every piece of information (i.e., attempting to protect every ship known to be
under threat from a submarine) would alert the Germans, causing them to alter their communications
practices and thus depriving Britain of valuable intelligence. Conversely, others questioned the
purpose of intelligence that could not be acted upon. The Admiralty preferred to take advantage of
anonymity, developing often ingenious, but not flawless, mechanisms to conceal the source of
intelligence. For example, while the necessity of Room 40 was undeniable, the organization initially
struggled with the characteristic technological and mathematical challenges of signal intelligence
(SIGINT), and despite a lack of financial resources and human capital from the outset, it continued
its operations consistently. Although its greatest failure was its inability to detect the raid by the High
Seas Fleet against the British port cities of Hartlepool, Scarborough, and Whitby in December 1914,
which ultimately resulted in the deaths of over 100 British civilians and injuries to over 500, Room
40 redeemed itself a month later by deciphering messages outlining plans to attack British fishing
vessels at Dogger Bank in the North Sea. The timely interception and decipherment of the signals
provided the Admiralty with sufficient warning to dispatch its Grand Fleet, contributing to the British
victory at the Battle of Dogger Bank, where the Germans were caught unprepared. Similarly, Room
40 demonstrated a commendable performance in late May and early June 1916 in thwarting the
German order to move the High Seas Fleet into the North Sea with the aim of drawing the Grand
Fleet into battle. Room 40 not only provided advance notice to the Grand Fleet, but also delivered
regular updates on the position of the High Seas Fleet until the start of the Battle of Jutland®, and
after the battle, it enabled an accurate assessment of German losses (Czak, 2019, p. 2). During World
War I, British codebreakers sifted through the secret military, naval, and diplomatic messages of
Germany and its allies, as well as those of neutrals, including the United States, Spain, the
Netherlands, Greece, and Switzerland. British codebreaking efforts were part of the overall effort
that secured victory, and by drawing America into the war, codebreaking played a critical role in
determining who would win and who would lose. Thus, at first glance, the story of codebreaking
seems like a classic example of history being written by the victors through the documents they chose
to leave us in the archives (Gannon, 2010, http://www.paulgannonbooks.co.uk/styled-3/files/page3-
intro-edited-for-web.pdf). After 1965, the US War Department began sharing its work, studies,
conferences, and bulletins on telegraphy with the public (Tuchman, 1966, p. 1x).

Could the Zimmermann Telegram be a Social Engineering Study?

The Zimmermann telegram was initially met with skepticism and criticism, a sentiment also
prevalent among Germans in America. Initially, American public opinion seemed reluctant to engage
in direct war with Germany. However, following Zimmermann's own admission of the telegram's
authenticity, its impact intensified in America, particularly through newspapers. Public opinion
began to speculate. For example, the Milwaukee Journal newspaper began to discuss how the
acceptance of the telegram's authenticity would create emotional revulsion among many of
Germany's allies in the Midwest. Later, newspapers such as the Chicago Staats-Zetiung, Detroit
Abent-Post, Cincinnati Volksblatt, Freie Presse, and St. Louis America (many of which had

3 The Battle of Jutland (May 31-June 1, 1916) was by far the largest naval battle of World War I (1914-18). This single
encounter between the main forces of the British and German fleets took place in the North Sea, south of Norway.
Approximately 250 ships participated in the Battle of Jutland, the last major naval battle in history involving only surface
vessels. Although the battle ended in a draw, Germany declared victory, arguing that it had lost fewer ships and soldiers.
In contrast, Britain argued that it had achieved a strategic victory, as the German High Seas Fleet had not posed a serious
threat to British waters again throughout World War 1. For detailed information Cartwright, 2025, p. 1,
https://www.worldhistory.org/trans/tr/2-2853/jutland-muharebesi/

Turkish Studies, 21(01)


http://www.paulgannonbooks.co.uk/styled-3/files/page3-intro-edited-for-web.pdf
http://www.paulgannonbooks.co.uk/styled-3/files/page3-intro-edited-for-web.pdf
https://www.worldhistory.org/user/markzcartwright/
https://www.worldhistory.org/trans/tr/2-2853/jutland-muharebesi/

America's Entry Into World War I Through The Zimmermann Telegram... 165

previously declared the telegram a forgery) remained hesitantly silent in the face of its veracity.
Subsequently, newspapers across America, such as the El Paso Times, began to express their outrage
in angry articles. Germany was portrayed to the public as a country "writhing in a swamp of intrigue,"
with the Sacramento Bee newspaper describing the situation as "treacherous hostility, insidious and
vile intrigues," and sharing this with the public. From Vermont to Florida to Oregon, many writers
and editors commented that Zimmermann was crystallizing emotions everywhere. The Springfield
(Massachusetts) Republican newspaper stated that nothing could strengthen the American people
more than the threat of a hostile act against American soil, while the Los Angeles Tribune wrote that
it had extinguished pacifism. Although the press wrote articles that fueled these war possibilities,
one truth emerged that was more important: "America is now involved and has been drawn into a
situation where it will ultimately have to fight." (Tuchman, 1966, p. 181). The impact of the
"Zimmermann Telegram" of that era was managed in this way.

The history of the telegraph, its impact on states and the outcome of the war, has been studied,
and the process has generally been presented as an intelligence success. However, when it comes to
war strategies, social engineering, and intelligence operations, one of the important points to keep in
mind is the accuracy of the activities described and what the main aims and objectives were. Looking
at the World War, especially in late 1916 and early 1917, America initially emerged as a neutral
power, while Britain was experiencing political fatigue from the prolonged war. Both sides desired
to end the war as quickly as possible. A different question that needs to be asked here is: Was the
Zimmerman Telegram a planned and managed operation by intelligence organizations to minimize
public reactions to the war? When this question is considered from the perspective of the winners
and losers, the legitimacy and justification of the US entry into the war and Britain's victory as the
strongest ally are at stake. It is possible to discuss and evaluate these questions. In 2017, BBC News
Security Correspondent Gordon Corera also asked the same questions, "Why was the Zimmerman
Telegram so important?" He published an article with a title.

Article;

“Tuesday marks the 100th anniversary of a remarkable achievement for British
intelligence: but one that involved spying on the United States and then collaborating with
high-ranking officials to manipulate public opinion in America. On the morning of
January 17, 1917, Nigel de Grey entered his boss’s office in room 40 of the Admiralty
Building, the headquarters of the British codebreakers. Reginald “Blinker” Hall clearly
understood his subordinate’s excitement. “Do you want to involve America in the war?”
de Grey asked. The answer was obvious. Everyone knew that America’s entry into World
War I to fight the Germans would help break the impasse. “Yes, son.” "Why?" Hall
replied. "I have something quite surprising, and if we can use it, it could be useful," said
de Grey. The previous day, German Foreign Minister Arthur Zimmermann had sent a
message to the German ambassador in Washington. The message used a code that had
been largely deciphered by British codebreakers, the predecessors of those who would
later work at Bletchley Park. Zimmermann had instructed them to approach the Mexican
government with a rather unusual offer: if they joined any war against America, they
would be rewarded with the territories of Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas. After reading
the text, Hall said, "That could be a very big deal, perhaps the biggest deal of the war."
"For now, nothing will be said to anyone outside this room," he said. Part of the problem
concerned how the message was obtained. At the start of the war, German telegraph
cables across the English Channel had been cut by a British ship. Therefore, Germany
usually sent its messages in code through neutral countries. Germany had convinced US
President Wilson that keeping communication channels open would help end the war, and
so the US had agreed to forward German diplomatic messages from Berlin to its embassy
in Washington. The message, which would become known as the Zimmermann
Telegram, was transmitted in code to the American Embassy in Berlin at 3:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, January 16.
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The American ambassador questioned the content of such a long message and
was assured that it concerned peace proposals. That evening, it was forwarded through
another European country and then London to the State Department in Washington. From
there, it would finally reach the German embassy on January 19, where it would be
decrypted, re-encrypted, and sent via a commercial Western Union telegraph office. It
was to be sent to Mexico and would arrive there the same day. British codebreakers,
thanks to their interception capabilities, were able to read the message two days before it
reached its intended recipients (though initially they couldn't read the entire message). A
coded message about attacking the US was transmitted through US diplomatic channels.
Britain was monitoring the US and its diplomatic traffic (a practice it would continue for
the next quarter century). This telegram was extremely valuable from an intelligence
standpoint and could be used to persuade America to join the war. But how could Britain
use it? Doing so would reveal that they had both broken German codes and obtained the
country they hoped to ally with through espionage. Hall kept all the copies locked on his
desk until he decided what to do, and ordered the rest to be deciphered. London believed
that Germany's unrestricted submarine warfare — its attacks on merchant ships — would
be enough to draw America into the war. When signs emerged that additional support
might be needed, it was decided to activate the Zimmermann Telegram. Room 40
received a message from one of its contacts from the US to Mexico. He requested a copy
of anything sent to the German embassy. This resulted in obtaining another copy of the
telegram. In this case, Britain could avoid the problem of admitting to spying on friendly
countries by claiming to have intercepted the message in this way. Britain also had to
convince the Americans that the message was not a ruse designed to draw them into the
war. Eventually, the US obtained its own copy from the Western Union telegraph
company, and De Grey later personally deciphered it in the presence of a representative
at the US embassy in London. This technically meant that all parties could claim the code
was deciphered on US soil. When President Wilson learned the details, he exclaimed,
"Oh my God!" It would be too bold to claim that the Zimmerman Telegram alone brought
America into the war. Germany's unrestricted submarine warfare policy played a larger
role in this. However, the telegram was useful in convincing American public opinion
that they should send their troops to fight in Europe. The telegram provided the perfect
justification for a policy change and convinced some skeptics. Many saw it as a way to
secure Britain's hand in World War I (Corera, 2017, p. 1).

America's entry into the war on Britain's side, clearly in the interest of both states, is a
decision too significant to be attributed to a single cause. However, two aspects deserve careful
consideration. Firstly, intelligence technologies, and secondly, the power of public opinion. In the
first step, Britain, possessing a significant advantage in intelligence warfare through its experts and
technological superiority, gained the ability to manage the war psychology to its advantage. In the
second step, this intelligence superiority proved useful in informing, manipulating, and gaining
support for the war among the public, thus eliminating the potential threat of anti-war sentiment and
secession within the country. Interestingly, although the American public initially approached the
Zimmermann telegram with skepticism and a tendency to disbelieve it, Zimmermann's personal
endorsement of the telegram, along with the powerful pro-war articles in American newspapers,
proved quite advantageous for Britain.

Two main issues that led to questions about whether this process was an intelligence success
and operation were the leaking of the telegram to the newspapers and Zimmermann's own admission
of this failed attempt. Of course, many opinions can be generated on the subject, but based on the
available data, this study is open to evaluation in terms of the interactive aspects of social engineering
and intelligence work. While obtaining the information in question demonstrates the functionality of
intelligence, the leaking and sharing of sensitive information and documents, and the pro-war articles
in the newspapers, served the purposes of social engineering. The United States and Great Britain
adopted policies to continue this shared partnership under wartime conditions.
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These intelligence exchanges were kept alive as a result of necessities and mutual interests,
and on February 8, 1941 (https://www.nsa.gov/History/Cryptologic-History/Historical-
Events/#pre1952-timeline) At Bletchley Park®, cooperation between the two states was further
enriched (Corera, 2016, p. 1)’.

Conclusion

World War [ was a crucial turning point in world history. This war, which could also be
called the last organic war, had devastating consequences for each nation. Since the focus of this
study is on intelligence and cryptography, Britain and America stand out in this respect.

The "Zimmermann Telegraph" incident, involving transatlantic operations, represents a
significant phase of this process with its intelligence, technological, and social impacts.

First, the cutting off of all telegraph communication lines in Germany, and the fact that
America could only receive telegraphs from Germany with special permission from a German factory
due to its economic ties, was the first step in this process. This telegram was sent from Berlin through
Washington to the German representative in Mexico.

Although Britain believed that Germany's unrestricted submarine warfare — and attacks on
merchant ships — would be enough to draw America into the war, when signs emerged that additional
support might be needed, the decision was made to activate the Zimmermann Telegraph.

The telegram, obtained by eliminating the possibility of surveillance of America and the
wiretapping of US Atlantic cables, revealed a dangerous situation that could not be ignored. The
telegram, which called for Mexico to join the war on Germany's side and promised some American
states to Mexico, was perceived as a serious cause for war. The telegram's clarification of the sides
and the increased intensity of Germany's dangerous actions profoundly affected the US's neutrality.

Initially, many American journalists and German-Americans dismissed this as slander, but
this changed with Zimmermann's own admission of the telegram. This telegram was encrypted and
sent to Mexico via America (Tuchman, 1966, s. 179-199). This correspondence, intercepted by
Britain's Room 40 intelligence unit, was discussed and deciphered by Nigel De Grey and his team,
and then presented to the United States for evaluation. Consisting of a single page of numerical text,
this telegram sheds light on the cryptography efforts of the time and holds immense significance due
to its discovery and public dissemination. Shared through open access in the US National Archives,
this telegram stands as an example of how delicately world balances can be altered.

While the interception of the telegraph through a technological advantage was a significant
achievement for Britain, it also demonstrates the existence of an ambiguity regarding eavesdropping
between Britain and America in terms of international law and alliance requirements. The sharing of
information without triggering a diplomatic crisis can also be considered an important example in
terms of politics and diplomacy. Britain was able to achieve this information sharing smoothly,
without causing a diplomatic crisis. In this way, the interception and sharing of the telegraph was not
only presented for public consumption but also internally to those working in the British code-

6 Bletchley Park was the headquarters of the Government Code and Cipher School (GC&CS) during World War II. Over
10,000 people worked there during the war, at least two-thirds of whom were women. Alan Turing and Gordon Welchman
invented the Bombe machine, an electromechanical device used to decode codes; Bombe machines were used by the Wrens
(Royal Navy Women's Service). Bletchley was given the codename Station X, and a spy named Boniface, stationed in
Germany, was fabricated as a source to conceal the codebreakers' actual work.

7 Late on February 8, 1941, four Americans arrived at Bletchley Park. Blackout curtains made the mansion even darker.
The journey of the four, known as the Sinkov Mission after its leader Abraham Sinkov, was stormy, dangerous, and entirely
secret. Their arrival marked the beginning of one of history's longest-running and at times controversial intelligence
alliances.
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breaking organization, providing a useful internal narrative about the origins of their own
organization.

This telegram also had evaluators with different perspectives. In some of the opinions put
forward, the question was asked whether the Zimmermann incident could be considered as a social
engineering work from beginning to end. It was emphasized that one aspect of intelligence activities
is social perception management and that the telegraph process should be evaluated from this
perspective. Facts such as Britain's illegal eavesdropping, telegram monitoring, sharing the
information it wanted with the states it wanted, when it wanted, and the knowledge that the USA's
entry into the war could end the war on behalf of the Entente bloc, gave rise to the possibility that
this telegram could be a directing intelligence activity. Although it was expressed as the war strategy
of England and America, the fact that the telegram was not fake and that its authenticity was
confirmed by Zimmermann himself was a social engineering aspect, but it was accepted that it was
a threat that would fuel the possibility of war. However, even if the telegram and its contents are
confirmed, the question of whether it is a big enough threat for America to decide to go to war is also
important. Because even if Mexico declares war on America, how effective will it be? Does it have
the power to shake America? questions are important.

Therefore, while British intelligence success, codebreakers, and information sharing between
Britain and America may have influenced the course of the war, America's decision to enter the war
cannot be explained solely within the narrow framework of the Zimmermann telegram. Following
World War I, a war of espionage, public manipulation, propaganda, social engineering, and
intelligence technologies, the world witnessed a major transformation in terms of war technologies
and types. Cryptography and its impact, known as "C Power," proved just how critical future war
technologies could be.
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Amerika’nin Ingiltere istihbarat Birimindeki “40 Numaral Oda” Kod Kiricilarinin
Coziimledigi Zimmermann Telgrafi ile Birinci Diinya Savasi'na Girisi

Giris

Kriptoloji/ Kriptografi, verilerin anlasilmasi zor ve sifrelenmis hale getirilmesiyle ilgilenen
bir bilim dalidir. Yunanca kokenli olan "kryptds" (gizli) ve "graphein" (yazmak) kelimelerinden
tiiretilen kriptografi, matematiksel yontemler kullanarak mesajlari korumak veya gizlemek igin
kullanilmaktadir. Matematigin bir alt dali yonleri ile sifre bilimi (kriptografi), hem de sifre
analizi(kriptanaliz) matematiksel icerikler barindirmaktadir. Sifre biliminin amaci, hassas ve hayati
konularda 6zellikle savaslarda ileti giivenligini saglamak, sifre analizinin amaci ise var olan sifreleri
dogru yontemleri bulup ¢o6zmektir. Kriptolojinin temel kavramlarindan biri olan sifreleme ise
iletilmek istenen mesajin diiz metnin igerigini okunamayacak hale getirme islemidir. Sifrelemede
esas olan ise iletilmek istene mesajin sadece muhatabi/yetkili tarafindan okunmasini saglayip,
istenmeyen/yetkisiz/diisman sahislar tarafindan okunmasini engellemektir. Desifreleme adimi ise
(sifre ¢cozlimil) ise sifrelemenin tam tersi olup, mesajin tam ve dogru igeriginin anlasilip, sifreli
metnin diiz metne ¢evrilmesi islemidir (Soyalig, 2005, s.1).

Yiizyillar boyunca krallar, kraligeler ve generaller, iilkelerini yonetmek ve ordularina komuta
etmek icin etkili iletisime giivenmiglerdir. Savag gibi kritik durumlarda, mesajlarinin yanls ellere
gecmesinin, degerli sirlarin rakip iilkelere ifsa edilmesinin ve hayati bilgilerin karsit giiclere ifsa
edilmesinin sonuglarinin da farkinda olarak hareket etmislerdir. Bu giivenlik tedbirleri zamanla
gelisme gostermis ve kosullara gore giincellenmistir. Kodlarin ve sifrelerin gelistirilmesini motive
eden sey, diisman tarafindan ele gecirilme tehdidi olmus ve bu sifrelerle dolu yap1 her gecen giin
daha da komplike hale gelmistir. Ornegin, bir mesaji yalnizca gizlemek degil, hedeflenen alicinin
okuyabilecegi sekilde diizenleme teknikleri gelistirilmistir. Gilivenlik ve gizlilik arzusu, uluslarin,
miimkiin olan en iyi kodlarn icat edip uygulayarak iletisimin giivenligini saglamaktan sorumlu kod
olusturma departmanlari isletmeleri anlamina geldigi gibi yine ayn1 diizlemde, diisman kod ¢oziiciiler
de bu kodlar1 kirmaya ve sirlar1 calmaya calismiglardir. Kod ¢oziiciiler, ilk donemlerde anlamsiz
sembollerden mantikli kelimeler ¢ikarmaya calisan mistik bir kabile olan dil simyacilar1 olarak
goriilseler de zamanla bu durum degismistir. Kodlama, sistematik ve uzmanlagma ile devletlerin
kurumsal yapilarinda yer alan birimler olmuslardir. Bu degisimin igerisinde, kodlarin ve sifrelerin
tarihi, kod yapicilar ve kod ¢oziiciiler arasindaki yiizyillardir siiren miicadelenin, tarihin seyri
iizerinde dramatik bir etkisi olan entelektiiel bir silahlanma yarisinin hikayesi olmustur. Bir kod,
stirekli olarak kod ¢oziiciilerin saldirisi altinda kalmis ve degisime doniisiime mecbur birakilmustir.
Ciinkii kod ¢oziiciiler, bir kodun zayifligini ortaya ¢ikaran yeni bir silah gelistirdiklerinde, kod artik
ise yaramaz hale gelmistir. Ya yok olur ya da yeni, daha giiglii bir koda doniisiir. Bu yeni kod ise,
kod ¢oziiciiler zayifligini tespit edene kadar varligini siirdiiriir ve bu bdyle devam eden bir yarig
olmustur (Singh, 2002, s. 1-2).
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M.O. 2000’lere kadar uzaman bir ge¢mise sahip olan Kriptografi, yani mesaj agik olmakla
beraber bir “mesajin anlamini” saklama g¢abasi Hint , Mezopotamya Yunan, Roma ve Arap-
Miisliiman® (Singh, 2002, s. 20) diinyasin1 da igeren biitiin kiiltiirlerde kullanilmigtir. Sifreli
mesajlasma bircok medeniyetlerin ortak kullanimi olsa da kriptoanalizi icat eden Araplardir. Nihayet
M.S. 750 yilinda Abbasi Halifeligi doneminde ise sifreli mesajlarin ¢6ziimiinii gosteren El-Kindi
olmustur. Islam diinyasinin ¢ok gelismis oldugu 9.yilizyilda Kriptograflar gizli yazi igin yeni
yontemler gelistirirken, gizli mesajlara ulasmak icin bu yoOntemlerdeki zayifliklar1 bulmakta
zorlananlar kriptoanalistler olmustur (Singh, 2002, s. 21; Bingo6l, 2022, s. 114).

Avrupa merkezli bakildiginda, Venedik Onlu Konseyi, 1310 yilindan sonra diinyanin en eski
merkezi olarak orgiitlenmis devlet istihbarat teskilatlarindan birini olusturup sistemlestirmistir. Bu
teskilat, operasyon, analiz, kriptografi, steganografi, kriptanaliz ve hatta zehir tarzi oOldiiriicii
maddelerin gelistirilmesi gibi ana akim istihbarat islevlerine hizmet eden, dikkate deger bir
karmagiklik ve olgunlukla faaliyet gdsteren bir kamu sektorii kurumu algist ile hareket etmistir.
Kriptografi, 15. ylizyila gelindiginde politik alandaki gelismeler ve Ronesans doneminde sanat ve
bilimin gelisimi, Kriptografi’ye daha derin bir etki yapmustir. Italya’da diplomasinin gelisimi sonucu
Italyan kent devletlerinin birbirlerine biiyiikelgiler géndermesi, diplomatik haberlesme geregi
talimatlarin gizlenmesi ihtiyaci, Romanin yikilis1 sonrasi adeta unutulan (Kriptografi) sifrelemeyi
yeniden dogurmustur (Iordanou, 2020, s. 253-255).

Alan ile ilgili caligmalarin varlig1 bilinse de giivenlik ve devlet sirr1 hiiviyetleri ile bu
calismalarin sistemli bir derlemesini gormek miimkiin olamamaktadir. Zamanin sartlarina gore
kendini gelistiren, degistiren ve doniistiiren kriptoloji sifreleme ve desifreleme temel prensibini cagin
iletisim teknik ve teknolojik malzemesi ile giincellemektedir.15. ve 16. ylizyillarda Avrupa’nin
Osmanli Devleti’ne karsi siyasi, ticari ve askeri manevralarinda kullandigi istihbarat ve sifreleme
metotlart oldukga fazladir. Burada kendini koruma icgiidiisii ile hareket eden Avrupa i¢in istihbarat
teriminin iki yonil vardir. Birincisi, bilginin gizlice toplanmasi, analiz edilmesi ve yayilmasina
yonelik sistematik siireci ifade ederken Ikincisi hem saldirgan hem de savunmaci sekillerde ortaya
cikabilen "polis ve giivenlik" boyutuyla ilgili giivenlik, 6n alma ve savas hazirliklar1 adimlarim
barindirmaktadir. Dolayisi ile Modern donem istihbaratin temelini erken donem istihbarat faaliyetleri
olusturmakta ve bu birikimli gidis Birinci Diinya Savasi oncesi sistemlestirilerek istihbarat ve
kriptolojinin temeli olarak goriilmektedir denilebilir (Iordanou, 2020, s. 251-253).18. yiizyilda
ozellikle Avrupa’nin yiikselisi ile artan bu faaliyet alaninda hala kesfedilmemis el yazmasi materyal
¢ok fazla oldugu da bir vakiadir (Kahn, 1973, s. 3).

8 Daha fazla kanit, kriptografiye ayrilmig boliimler igeren 10. yiizyila ait Adab al-Kuttab (Sekreterlerin El Kitab1) gibi
birgok idari kilavuzdan gelmektedir. Ancak, Arap bilginler sifreleri kullanmanin yani sira, sifreleri yok etme yetenegine de
sahiptiler. Aslinda, sifreli mesajlarin sifresini ¢6zme bilimi olan kriptoanalizi icat eden onlardi. Kriptograflar gizli yaz1 igin
yeni yontemler gelistiritken, gizli mesajlara ulagsmak i¢in bu yontemlerdeki zayifliklar1 bulmakta zorlananlar
kriptoanalistlerdir. Arap kriptoanalistler, yiizyillardir kirilamayan tek alfabeli ikame sifresini kirmak i¢in bir yontem
bulmay1 basardilar. Kriptoanaliz, bir medeniyet matematik, istatistik ve dilbilim de dahil olmak iizere ¢esitli disiplinlerde
yeterince geligmis bir egitim seviyesine ulagana kadar icat edilemezdi. Miisliiman medeniyeti, kriptoanaliz i¢in ideal bir
dogum yeri sagladi, ¢iinkii Islam insan faaliyetinin her alaninda adalet talep eder ve bunu basarmak bilgi veya ilim
gerektirir. Her Miisliiman, bilginin her bigimini takip etmekle yiikiimliidiir ve Abbasi halifeliginin ekonomik basarisi,
alimlerin gorevlerini yerine getirmek i¢in gereken zamana, paraya ve malzemeye sahip oldugu anlamina geliyordu. Misir,
Babil, Hint, Cin, Fars, Siiryanice, Ermeni, Ibranice ve Roma metinlerini edinip bunlar1 Arapcaya gevirerek onceki
medeniyetlerin bilgisini edinmeye ¢alistilar. 815 yilinda Halife el-Memun, Bagdat'ta bir kiitiiphane ve geviri merkezi olan
Beytii'l-Hikme'yi (Bilgelik Evi) kurdu.

Diinyevi konularin daha iyi anlagilmasinin yani sira, kriptoanalizin icad1 da din egitiminin gelisimine bagliydi. Basra, Kiife
ve Bagdat'ta, ilahiyat¢ilarin Kur'an'da yer alan Hz. Muhammed'in vahiylerini inceledigi biiyiik ilahiyat okullar1 kuruldu.
[lahiyatcilar, her vahiyde yer alan kelimelerin sikligin1 sayarak vahiylerin kronolojisini belirlemekle ilgileniyorlardi. Teori,
belirli kelimelerin nispeten yakin zamanda evrimlestigi ve dolayisiyla bir vahiyde bu yeni kelimelerden ¢ok sayida varsa,
bunun kronolojide daha sonra ortaya ¢iktigini gosterecegi yoniindeydi.
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Birinci Diinya Savasi, diinya tarihini siyasi, sosyal, ekonomik alanlarda etkilemis c¢ok
etmenli ve katmali bir savagtir. Savasin seyrini ve dengelerini degistiren unsurlar; iistiin silah
teknolojileri, propaganda, hizli haberlesme ve ulasim oldugu gibi teknik ve casusluk takiplerinin
kars sifreleri kirma calismalart olmustur. Amerika ve Avrupa bu hizli degisimi hem yaratip hem
yonetirken, Osmanli Devleti ise 19. yiizyilda kullanmaya bagladig: telgraf sistemleri ve sifreleme
konularinda Avrupali devletlerden daha az gelismis ve dezavantajli konumda olmustur (Bingdl,
2022, s. 113-128)°.

Bu casusluk, propaganda ve sifre kirma faaliyetleri devletlerin modern diinya sisteminde
sahay1 anlama, elde etme, yonetme adimlarinin temellerini olusturmustur. Casusluk ve propaganda
savasin Oncesi, savas donemi ve sonrasini kapsasa da ozellikle sifre kirma faaliyetleri bizzat savas
stirecinde en 6nemli ¢caligmalar olarak ifade edilebilir. Sifre kirma yetenegi ve isabetliligi devletlerin
kars1 faaliyetlerini, taarruz planlarini, yer ve saat olarak verebilirken muhtemel diismanlik ya da
ittifaklarin tespit edilebilmesini de saglamak agisindan ¢ok dnemlidir. Savastaki dengelerin 6zellikle
kamuoyu baskisi ya da maddi tiikenmislik (silah-cephane temini, iage temini, asker takviyesi vb) ile
hizla degisebilmesi, devletlerin tarihinden gelen idealize-hayal edilmis topraklara goz dikmesi gibi
nedenler sifreli haberlesmenin énemini daha da artiran unsurlar olmustur. Bu durumu 6zetleyen ve
aciklayan en oOnemli sifreleme vakalarindan biri Birinci Diinya Savasi’nda Amerika Birlesik
Devletleri-ingiltere ve Almanya arasinda yasanmustir.

Bu sifreleme ve sifre ¢cdzme faaliyetleri diinya savasinin seyrini etkilemis ve dengeleri Itilaf
Devletleri adina degistirmistir. iki ana grubun dahil oldugu Birinci Diinya Savasi’nda Bir yanda
Ingiltere bas1 cekerken karsi cephenin onciisii ise Almanya olmustur. Dolayis1 ile Ingiltere ve
Almanya arasindaki ¢ekismenin sonucunda bir Avrupa savasi olarak baslayan biiyiik savas, 6zellikle
Osmanli Devleti’nin pargalanmasi ve elde edilecek topraklarin Avrupali devletler tarafindan
paylasilmasi esasina dayandirilmistir. Avrupa kitasinda dengeler bu esaslar {izerine insa edilirken
Rusya’nin Ingiltere tarafinda yer almasi Almanya’nin elini oldukga zorlastirmistir. Bu durumda
Almanya kendisine miittefik olarak yanina alabilecegi biitiin devletleri 6nemsemis ve dengeleri
degistirebilecek unsurlar hesaba katarak hareket etmistir.

Burada Almanya’nin planlaylp hayata gecirmek istedigi sey ise Amerika Birlesik
Devletleri’ni savas disi-ya da kendi cephesinde savasa sikismis hatta tutacak bir eylem
gerceklestirmek olmustur. Bu amagla ABD ve Meksika arasinda bir savasi tetiklemek savas stratejisi
olarak belirlenmis ve faaliyetler bu ¢ercevede gerceklestirilmistir.

Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’nin Birinci Diinya Savasi’na Girisi ve Sifre Coziiciiler

Amerika’nin savasa ¢ekilmesi, kendi i¢ cephelerinde mesgul edilmesi, Meksika’ya vaad
edilen topraklarla Amerika’nin giicten diisiirilmesi planlar1 Almanya’nin 6nemli bir savas hamlesi
olmustur. Ozellikle itilaf blogunun temsilcisi ingiltere de aym propaganda ve casusluk faaliyetleri
ile yipratilmaya c¢aligilmustir.

Amerika’da Riverbank'teki Sifreler Boliimii'niin ve Genetik Boliimii'niin bas1 olan, Elizabeth
Smith ve Friedman Mayis 1917'de evlenip ve kriptoloji tarihindeki en linli kari-koca ekibini
kurmuslardir. Amerika bir ay 6nce savas ilan etmesi ve lilkedeki tek aktif kriptoloji kurulusuna sahip

9 III. Selim déneminde Osmanli imparatorlugu'nda diplomatik Kriptografi dogdu. Ancak 1797 yilinda baslayan bu caba
kesintiye ugrasa da Kriptografi uygulamalari devam etmistir. 1816 yilindan itibaren Osmanli i¢ biirokrasisi de kriptografik
yazigma yontemlerini benimsemistir. Hem dahili hem de harici biirokrasisi, esas olarak "monolfabetik ikame sifrelerine"
dayamiyordu. Ilk giinlerden itibaren, sifre anahtarlarindaki harfler sayisallastirildi. Bu sifreleme anahtarlarmin yaninda
"kelime" tabanli "Kodlar" kullanilsa da sayilari ¢ok sinirliydi. Bu donem 1855 yilina kadar stirmiistiir. Telgrafin Osmanl
Devleti'ne girmesi durumu degistirmistir.

“Monoalfabetik” yerine koymal: sifredir. Monoalfabetik, yerine koymali sifrede alfabedeki her harfin yerine génderici ve
alicinin bildigi bir harf konulur. Ayrintili bilgi igin bkz. Sen, 2006, s.5.
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olan Riverbank, ¢esitli devlet biirolarindan gayri resmi olarak ¢dziim igin kriptogramlar'® almaya
baslamasina sebep olmustur. Burada Almanya hem Amerika igin Ingiltere i¢in karsi propaganda ve
sifreli yollarla iilkelerin giiclerini bolecek askeri, siyasi, sosyal olaylar ¢ikarma ¢alismalar1 yapmustir.
Muhtemelen en &nemlileri, Alman yardimiyla Ingiltere'nin Avrupa'daki mesguliyetinden
faydalanarak Hindistan'in bagimsizlig1 i¢in grev yapan 125 Hindu'dan olusan bir gruba giden ve
onlardan gelen mesajlar ve Meksika’nin Amerika’ya savag ilan etmesini saglamak caligmalari
olmustur. Hindistan meselesi ile ilgili sifreler, ¢6ziim i¢cin William Friedman'a verilmis ve o da
Berlin'e gonderilen telgraflarda kullanilan say1 sifresini hizla ¢ézmiistiir. Diiz metnin ve anahtar
kelimenin harfleri, normal bir alfabeye sahip 4 x 7'lik bir dama tahtas1 kullanilarak rakamlara
doniistiiriilmiis; anahtar rakamlar daha sonra diiz metnin rakamlarina eklenerek sifreli metin
olusturulmustur. Anahtarlardan biri LAMP't1. Her ajanin kendi anahtar1 olusturulmustur. Ancak
Friedman bunlar1 ¢cozmekte hi¢ zorlanmamis, amatdrler tarafindan genellikle kriptografik giivenligin
en Uist noktasi olarak goriilen bir sistem olan kitap sifresi de onu sagirtmamistir (Kahn, 1973, s.183).
Friedman 1921-1974 yillar1 arasinda Savas Bakanligi Bag Kriptoanalisti olarak gorev yapmis ¢ok
kritik calismalarda yer almigtir. (Tuchman, 1966, s.1x). Daha sonra 1958 yilinda verdigi konferansta
Friedman kriptolojinin 6nemini vurgulamak i¢in kriptolojinin giiciinii ifade eden “C Power” ifadesini
kullanmis ve etkilerini biitiin diinya ile paylasmistir. Kendi ifadeleri ile, “Basligimdaki ‘C’ harfi
kriptoloji kelimesini temsil ediyor. Dolayisiyla, hazirladigim serinin gercek basligr “Kriptolojik
Giiciin Tarih Uzerindeki Etkisi”dir baslhigiyla, genel tanimim “isinde hem pastayr yemek hem de
pastaya sahip olmak i¢in elimizden gelenin en iyisini yapiyoruz.” ifadeleri ile calismalarinin giiciinii
ve etkisini anlatmistir (Friedman, 1958, s. 1).

Amerika’nin Sifre-Kod Kirma-istihbarat c¢alismalar1 ise kurumsal 6zeti NSA (Ulusal
Giuvenlik Ajansi) belgelerine gore ise su sekildedir.

. 16 Kasim 1912'de Herbert O. Yardley , ABD Dugsisleri Bakanligi'nda Kanun
Memuru olarak ise alindl.

. 1916 yilinda Albay Parker Hitt, ABD'de Askeri Sifreleme Kilavuzu'nu
yaywmladi.

o 28 Temmuz 1916'da ABD Donanmasi Kod ve Sinyal Béliimii kuruldu.

. 1917'de AT&T'den Gilbert Vernam, tek kullanmimlik bantli teleprinter't icat
etti.

o 16 Ocak 1917 Zimmermann Telgrafi gonderildi

o 1 Mart 1917 Zimmermann Telgrafi ABD basinina génderildi.

o 10 Haziran 1917'de ABD Ordusu Kod ve Sifre Boliimii, MI-8 kuruldu.

o 29 Haziran 1917'de Herbert O. Yardley, ABD Ordusu'nda Ustegmen olarak
goreve basladi.

. 28 Temmuz 1917'de Yiizbasi Frank Moorman, Amerikan Sefer Kuvvetleri
(AEF) biinyesinde ABD Ordusu Radyo Dinleme Béliimii'nii kurmakla goreviendirildi.

o 29 Ekim 1917: Birinci Diinya Savasi'nda Fransa'da ABD 'nin ilk dinlemesi

. 12 Aralik 1917'de ABD Ordusu'nun Fransa'min Souilly kentindeki dinleme

istasyonu aguldi.

10 Kriptogram, harflerin, sayilarin veya sembollerin belirli bir yontemle yer degistirerek sifrelendigi bir metin veya sifre
tiiriidiir.
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o 15 Nisan 1918'de Arthur Scherbius, ENIGMA makinesinin prototipini
Alman Donanmasina teklif etti.

o 1918 Mayis'inda William Friedman , Birinci Tegmen olarak goreve basladi
ve Fransa'daki Radyo Istihbarat Béliimii'ne atand.

o 19 Mayis 1919'da ABD Digisleri Bakanlhigi Baskani Sifre Biirosu'nun (diger
adiyla Kara Oda) kurulmasint onayladi.

o 1919 Temmuz'unda Agnes Driscoll ABD Donanmast'nda ise alindi.

. 1 Ekim 1919'da Sifre Biirosu faaliyetlerine basladh.

o 1 Kasim 1919 Biiyiik Britanya: Hiikiimet Kod ve Sifre Okulu (GC&CS)
kuruldu.

(US4, National Security Agency/Central Security Service,2025
https://www.nsa.gov/History/Cryptologic-History/Historical-Events/#pre1952-timeline )
Birinci Diinya Savasi’nda Haberlesme ve Diplomasi Istisnalar1 40 Numarah Oda

Birinci Diinya Savasi her anlamda diinyanin yeniden sekillenmesi, algilarin degismesi,
teknolojik yeniliklerin savasa etkisinin derinden goriildiigii bir donemdir. Savasin 6ncesi de bu
durumun temelini olusturacak olaylarin biitiiniinii ortaya koymustur. Avrupa 6zelinde ozellikle
degisen gii¢c dengeleri, somiirge yarislari, sanayi devrimi ve hizli ekonomik biiyiime, haberlesme ve
ulagim hizlarini artirmistir. Bu hiz istihbari faaliyetlerde de kendini géstermis devletler bu yeni bilgi
hiz1 ile neler yapilabileceginin farkina varmiglardir. Cagin teknolojik avantajlarini da kullanan, milli
birlikleri ve siyasal akimlar1 yénetmeye baslayan Avrupa’da 6zellikle Ingiltere istihbarat calismalar
alaninda bocalamis yeni sisteme entegrasyon ve toplum miithendisligi, istiladan ve siyasi esintilerden
kurtulma carelerini aramistir.

Bu psikolojik iklimin yalnizca Ingiltere’ye has olmadigini ifade etmek gerekir. Bu durum,
19. ve 20. yiizyihn ana etkinlik alan1 olmustur. Sanayilesme, sehirlesme ve kitlesel iletisim
araglarinin ozellikle telgrafin gelisimi ¢ok 6nemli olmustur. 19. yiizyil telgrafi i¢in, “Viktoryan
Cag’in interneti” benzetmesi yapilmstir, ¢linkii o donem sartlarinda, ancak ulaklarla, giivercinlerle,
trenlerle, gemilerle gonderilen mesajlar araciligiyla haberlesen insanlar, uzak mesafeler arasinda
saniyeler i¢cinde bilgi aligverigsinde bulunma sans1 yakalamis ve bu durum 19. yiizyil toplumunun
zaman ve mekén algisinda radikal bir degisiklik meydana getirmistir. Giicii giderek artan bu yeni
iletisim araci i¢in hiikkiimetler, kullanimini sinirlandirmaya calismis, yasaklar koymus, ancak
basaramamustir; her seye ragmen sifreli bilgiler gonderilmis, bu sifreler kirilmis; insanlar arasindaki
iligkilerin boyutu degismistir. Yani telgraf, 2000°1i yillarin interneti gibi, kendi teknolojik altyapisim
olusturmus, kendi kurallarimi koymus, siyaseti ve ekonomiyi de etkileyen toplumsal degisikliklere
yol agmistir. Ticareti, gazeteciligi, kamuoyunun olugsma bi¢imini, diplomasiyi, uluslararasi iliskileri
ve hatta hayal giiciinii derinden etkileyen olan telgraf, toplumsal yapilar1 ve savas istiinliiklerini
etkilemistir (Sunar, 2014, s. 3-4). Bu gelismelerle birlikte Avrupa’da yayginlasan, giivenligi merkeze
alan-Onceleyen devlet egilimi giiclenmistir. Fransa’da Dreyfus Olay1 (1894 yilinda Fransa’da,
Yahudi bir subay olan Alfred Dreyfus’a yonelik casusluk su¢lamalarinin skandal yargilama siirecine
verilen isim) etrafinda gelisen i¢ tehdit soylemleri, Prusya’da sosyalistlerin izlenmesi, Rusya’da
Carlik rejiminin casus-provokatdr kullanimi gibi &rnekler, giivenligin her alanda 6nemli ulusal
kimligin bir pargasi olarak diisiiniilmesine sebep olmustur. ingiltere 6zelindeyse bu siirec, casus
figiirii etrafinda kristallesmis; casus hem ice sizan yabanci hem de sadakatsizlik potansiyeli tasiyan
yurttas sembolii olarak ifade edilmistir. Dolayisi ile casusluk yalnizca devletin dis giivenlik meselesi
olarak kalmamais, toplumsal diizeni koruma gerekgesiyle ayrica iizerinde durulmus bir kontrol araci
haline doniismiistiir. Bu degisimlerin 1s131nda casus korkusu, casusluk paranoyalar1 gegiren Ingiltere
oncelikle, yabanci-go¢ hareketlerini incelemek ve kontrol altina almak i¢in, 1905 yilinda Yabancilar
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Yasasi (Aliens Act)’n1 ¢ikararak yabancilarin iilkeye girisini denetlemeye baglamistir. Daha sonra
bu siiregte, kademeli olarak dnemli bir istihbari merkez ag1 kurmus ve yonetmistir. 1909 yilinda Gizli
Servis Biirosu’nun kurulusu gergeklesmis (Secret Service Bureau) , yapilan diizenlemelerle, kisa
stirede i¢ tehditlere odaklanan MI5 ile dis tehditlere yonelen M16 seklinde ikiye ayrilmistir (Karatas,
2025, s. 191-192).

Winston S. Churchill'in 1923 yilinda yaymlamaya basladigi “Diinya Krizil911-1918” !!
eserine bakildiginda o dénemdeki istihbarat calismalarinin 6nemi daha da anlasiimaktadir. Ornegin
eserde, Ruslarin Ingilizlere Eyliil 1914'te Baltik Denizi'nde karaya oturan Alman hafif kruvazorii
Magdeburg'un sifre ve sinyal kitaplarinin kopyalarini verdigini ortaya koydugu bilgileri verilmistir.
Churchill, Ruslarin bir Alman astsubayinin cesedini bulduklarini ve 6liim aninda kaskati kesilmis
kollartyla gdgsiinde Alman Donanmasinin sifre ve sinyal kitaplarini1 ve Kuzey Denizi ile Heligoland
Korfezi'nin ince kareli haritalarim1 bulduklarimi anlatan ilk kisidir. Churchill, "kriptograflar
boliimii"nde bu siireglerden agik¢a bahsetmistir (Christensen, 2011, s. 283-284).

Dolayist ile istihbari ¢calismalarin 6neminin farkinda olan, hatta ¢cagin sartlarina gore oncii
modern sistemleri kullanan ingiltere’nin “Zimmermann Telgrafi’nin bastan sona siireci Ingilizlerin
Ortbas ettigi ya da hikdyenin ima ettigi kadar amatdrce ve sansa bagli degildir. Ancak, bazi
tarih¢ilerin ifade ettigi kadar sogukkanlilikla planlanmis ve uygulanmis da degildir. Bati Londra'daki
Kew Ulusal Arsivleri'nde ve Cambridge'deki Churchill Arsiv Merkezi'nde bulunan cesitli belgesel
kaynaklar1 bir araya getirerek, Oda 40'in ve neredeyse unutulmus askeri muadili MI1(b)nin
kurulusuna dair daha incelikli bir anlatim olusturmak miimkiindiir. Resmi hikéye sadece kamuoyu
tiikketimi icin olusturulmamis, aym zamanda Ingiliz sifre ¢dzme orgiitiinde ¢alisanlara da igsel olarak
aktarilmig ve kendi orgiitlerinin kokenlerine dair kullanigh bir i¢ anlatim saglamistir. Tarihgiler
gizlilik perdesinin arkasina ne kadar ¢ok bakarlarsa, Birinci Diinya Savasi'ndan 6nceki on yillarda
Ingiliz istihbarat faaliyetlerinin kapsami hakkinda o kadar cok sey kesfederler. Daha sonra yapilan
calismalar, Ingilizlerin dinleme ve sifre ¢6zme alanindaki uzun ama sirli tarihini ortaya ¢ikarmis
ve daha Once kabul edilenden daha derine inerek, 40 Numarali Oda ve MI1(b)'nin, miras alinan
anlatilarin 6ne stirdiiglinden biraz daha fazla 6ngdriiyle gelistigini ortaya koymustur (Christensen,
2011, s. 283-284).

Birinci Diinya Savasi'nin pek ¢ok istenmeyen sonucundan biri de kalici, biirokratik istihbarat
aygitlarmin kurulmasi olmustur. Biiyiik Savas'tan once, birinin diigmanlarim gézetlemek, genellikle
kisa siireligine, belirli nedenlerle ve yalnizca birkag¢ giivenilir kisi tarafindan iistlenilen bir gorev
olmustur. 1914'ten 6nce Avrupa'da ¢ok az sayida ayakta duran istihbarat orgiitii ise nispeten kiigiik
ve dar odakli olmuslardir. Ancak savasin gereklilikleri, biiyiik miktardaki bilgilerin toplanmasi,
analiz edilmesi ve dagitilmasi konusunda sistematik bir yaklasimi zorunlu kilmis ve derin, dogru,
hizli istihbarat ¢ok daha 6nemli hale gelmistir.

Ozellikle diisman hakkinda ¢ok miktarda bilgi almak hayati 6nem hayati bir konu olmustur.
Bu sartlar altinda, Biiyiik Savas'taki en Onemli istihbarat tiirii karsi topgu istihbarati olarak
adlandirilmistir; ancak modern istihbarat orgiitlerinin yiikselisine en verimli ve en biiyiik katkiy1
saglayan, sinyal istihbarati olmustur (SIGINT). Neredeyse tiim biiyiik Avrupali gii¢ler bu nispeten
yeni istihbarat tiirtinden yararlanirken, hi¢bir kurulus sistematik istihbarat isleme ihtiyacini daha iyi
anlayamamis veya Britanya Deniz Kuvvetleri Komutanligimm 40. Odast kadar kayda deger bir
basar1 elde edememistir. Oda 40, Ingiltere'nin Istihbarat Servisi biinyesinde, Amirallik istihbaratina

! Diinya Krizi, Churchill'in Birinci Diinya Savas tarihidir ve ilk olarak 1923 ile 1931 yillari arasinda alt1 kitap halinde
yayimlanmigtir.

Ilk dort kitap, 1911-1918 yillar1 arasindaki savas yillarinin tarihini kapsar ve 1923 ile 1927 yillar1 arasinda yayimlanmistir.
1929 ve 1931 yillarinda iki ek cilt daha yayimlanmistir. Bunlar, 1918-1928 yillarini kapsayan Savas Sonrasi ve Churchill'in
baglangigta "bes ciltlik tarihimizden ayr1 ancak ona ek olarak" onerdigi ve "Dogu cephesindeki olaylarin seyrini" daha
ayritil olarak anlatmay1 amaglayan Dogu Cephesi'dir.
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bagli son derece gizli bir Ingiliz istihbarat birimi olarak ¢aligmistir. Birincil gérevi Alman kablosuz
iletisimini(telgraflarini) engellemek ve sifresini ¢cézmek olarak belirlenmistir. Ayrica diplomatik
telgraf sistemlerini de tarayan birim Birinci Diinya Savasi’nda ¢ok dnemli bir rol oynamistir. Oda
40'n basaris1 bircok yonden tesadiiflere bor¢ludur. Savasm ilk aylarinda ingiliz deniz istihbarati,
hepsi benzersiz bir sekilde hazirlanmig ti¢ Alman deniz kod kitabini ele gecirmistir. Hepsi benzersiz
bir tarzda gergeklesen faaliyetlerde, Kraliyet Donanmasi; Avustralya kiyisi agiklarinda bir Alman
ticaret gemisinden Handelsverkehrsbuch'a el koymus; Ruslar, Estonya'da karaya oturan bir Alman
gemisinden ele gecirdikleri Signalbuch der Kaiserlichen Marine'nin (SKM) bir kopyasini paylasmis
ve bir Ingiliz trol teknesi Verkehrsbuch'u Hollanda agiklarinda yakaladiktan sonra ters ¢evirmisti.
Bunlar Almanlar tarafindan kullanilan bir¢ok kod kitabindan yalnizca ii¢ii olmus temel istihbarat
kodlarina eklenmistir. Her birinin degeri farkli olan bu ele gecirmelerde ve Almanya’nin eli
zayiflatilma imkam bulunmustur. Bununla birlikte, Ingilizlerin bu son derece gizli belgeleri
edinmedeki ilk basarisi, 6zellikle SKM, Almanlarin A¢ik Deniz Filosuna onlarca yildir yaptig
yatirimla birlestiginde, Amirallige, Alman deniz faaliyetlerine adanmis bir i¢ istihbarat fonksiyonu
yaratma konusunda biiyilik bir ivme kazandirmistir. Sonug olarak, ele gegirilen mesajlarin ¢oklugu
ve sifre ¢cozme ve analiz yiikd, siirekli bir organizasyonun varligini gerektirmistir. Bu nedenle, Kasim
1914'te, yeni atanan deniz istihbarat miidiirii Yiizbasi William Reginald "Blinker" Hall (1870-1943),
gelisen istihbarat personelini ana Amirallik binasindan Eski Amirallik Binasinin Oda 40 olarak
adlandirilan bir alanina tasimistir. Oda’nin taramalarina takilan Zimmermann Telgrafi da bu
diplomatik telgraflar icerisinde savasin seyrini etkileyen yonleri ile doniim noktalarindan birini
olugturmus alinan tedbirler ve yapilan yatinmlarin ne kadar yerinde oldugunu kanitlamistir
(Tuchman, 1966, s. 3-10, Czak, 2019, s. 1).

Zimmermann telgrafimn “40 Numaralh Oda” da degerlendirilmesi ve istihbarat
calismalarimin Birinci Diinya Savasi’na etkisi

17 Ocak 1917'de, geng bir deniz istihbarat subayi olan Nigel de Grey, savas zamanindaki
{istii olan Deniz Istihbarat Direktérii Yiizbas1 William Hall'un ofisine aceleyle gitti. Igeri girdiginde
de Grey sabirsizca sorusunu kekeleyerek sordu: "Amerika'yl savasa sokmak istiyor musunuz,
efendim? “Astlar1 ve meslektaslar tarafindan hizli goéz kirpmalar1 nedeniyle "G6z Kirpan Hall”
olarak bilinen kisa boylu, sik yiizli yiizbas1 hemen tetikteydi. "Evet, neden?" diye haykirdi. De Grey
bir kagit pargasi sallayarak "Onlara verirseniz onlar1 savasa sokacak bir telgrafim var" diye bagirdu.
Savasg kritik bir agamadaydi. Karada ve denizde korkung, kanli bir ¢ikmaz, canlar1 korkung bir hizla
titketiyordu. Ordu, ¢ikmazi kirmak i¢in agik bir yol sunmuyordu. Amerika'nin savasa girmesi ise
dengeyi degistirebilir ve korkung katliama son verebilirdi. Fakat ne Amerika hiikiimeti ne de halki
Avrupalilarin emperyalist savasina katilmak istemiyordu. Eger de Grey istihbaratinin 6nemini
abartmiyorsa, kesfettigi her neyse savasin sonucunu belirlemede belirleyici olabilirdi. De Grey,
Londra'nin merkezindeki Amirallik binasinin 40 numarali odasinda galisan birkag kigiden biriydi.
Gorevleri Alman deniz ve diplomatik kodlarmi ¢6zmekti. Bu telgraf, Berlin'den Washington
iizerinden Meksika'daki Alman temsilcisine gonderilmisti. De Grey ve meslektasi Dilly Knox,
mesajin sadece bazi boliimlerini ¢6zebilmislerdi. Ancak ortaya ¢ikardiklari, De Grey'i Hall'un ofisine
kosmaya itecek kadar yeterliydi. Telgrafta Alman Digisleri Bakani Arthur Zimmermann, Almanya
ve Meksika'nin Amerika Birlesik Devletleri'ne kars1 savasta gliglerini birlestirmesini 6neriyordu —
'ortaklasa savas yiiriitiin; ortaklasa baris yapin'. Siire¢ anlasilmis temek kodlar ¢oziilmiis olsa da bu
telgrafin paylagimi bir anlamda 40 numarali odanin ifsasi, bilgi paylasilirken Alman karsi
istihbaratiin dgrenmesi tehlikesi ve Ingiltere’nin gizli tutmaya calistig1 faaliyetlerinden birinin ag1ga
cikmasi anlamina geldigi i¢in Deniz Istihbarat Direktérii (DNI) William Hall bu paylasimin
yapilmasi konusunda dncelikli olarak tereddiitlii davranmistir. Daha sonra, ingiltere’nin sikismast,
ABD’nin giiglii ve 6nemli bir miittefik olmasi, ABD’nin savasa ¢ekilmesi ile savasin seyrinin
degisecegi ongoriisii bu paylasimin daha karli olacagma inanmasim saglamistir (Tuchman, 1966, s.
2-7).
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Alman Disisleri Bakani Arthur Zimmerman, Meksika'daki Alman Biiytiikelcisi Heinrich von
Eckardt'a gizli, gonderdigi 4494 numarali sifreli mesajda, Meksika'nin Alman davasina katilmasi
karsihiginda ABD topraklarmin Meksika'ya verilecegi belirtiliyordu. Sifreli mesaj Ingiliz istihbarati
tarafindan ele gegirildi ve desifre edilerek Ingiltere'deki Amerikan Biiyiikelgisi Walter Page'e verildi.
Almanya'nin 1 Subat'ta sinirsiz denizalti savasina baglamasinin ardindan telgraf Amerika Birlesik
Devletleri'nde kamuoyuna agiklandi. 6 Nisan 1917'de Amerika Birlesik Devletleri Kongresi resmen
Almanya ve miittefiklerine savas ilan etti. (ABD ,National Archives, Record Group 59, Series:
Central Decimal Files, File Unit: 862.20212/69 THRU 862.20212/88)

Nigel De Grey BBC News International, 2017 (https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-38581861)

Telgrafta ilk 6nce mesajin 6zelligi ve etkisi anlagilmamistir. Sadece denizcilik kodu ile
yazilmadigi, klasik veya yorumlanabilecek bir versiyondan uzak oldugu tespit edilerek 17 Ocak
1917°de Siyasi Boliim’e gonderildi. Burada William Montgomery ve Nigel de Grey mesaji
incelediler. 11 gdze ¢arpan unsur ise mesajin kodlu olmasinin yani sira genel mesajlardan daha uzun
olmasi idi. De Grey en iistte bulunan rakam grubuna “13042” odaklanmisti ve bunun Alman
diplomatik kodu “13040” m bir varyantt oldugunu fark etti. Bu durumu Montgomery’e anlatinca,
Montgomery iizerinde “zehir” yazan bir kitab1 ¢ikardi. Bu kitap “113040” alman sifreli kodunun
yeniden olusturulmus bir hali idi. Montgomery ayrica 40 Numarali Oda’nin bir¢ok sifre varyantin
igeren bir eser daha gikardi. Binlerce dinlemenin ardindan olusturulan bu varyantlarla bir anahtar
olusturmay1 basardilar. Kodlarda imza kisisini de arayan ekip “97556” kodu ile temsil edilenin de
Allan Drs Isleri Bakan1 Arthur Zimmermann oldugunu kesfettiler. Kime gonderildigini ise, muhataba
atfen yazilan “Sayin biiyiikel¢inin kisisel bilgisi” climlesi ile Amerika’ya yazildig1 i¢in Almanya’nin
Amerika Birlesik Devletleri biiylikelgisi Kont von Bernstorff’a yazildigi anlagilmisti (Tuchman,
1966, s.1-3).

Almanya’nin sifreleme metotlari, telgrafin ¢éziimlenmis kodlama islemleri ile ilgili olarak
Friedman su verileri paylasmistir;

Alman sisteminin ¢esitli sifreleme yontemlerini dagitmasi, elgiliklere, askeri
deniz atageleri de dahil olmak iizere, 10.000 gruptan olusan birinci sintf, iki par¢ali kodlar
sagliyordu. Ayr cografi bolgeler icin yaklasik on farkli kod vardi. Elgiliklere ve
konsolosluklara, goriiniige gore tiimii temel, biiylik, tek parcali bir koddan tiiretilen ikinci
smmif kodlar saglaniyordu; bu kodlar, yliz gruptan olusan sayfalarin tamaminin
karistirilmas1 veya rastgelelestirilmesi ve her sayfadaki onluk bloklarin benzer sekilde
karistirilmasiyla elde ediliyordu. Bu tiir yari rastgelelestirilmis veya tiiretilmis birkag¢ kod
vardi; Ornegin, Yakin Dogu igin olan ve 89736 Kodu olarak bilinen bir kod vardi. ((Sekiz,
dokuz, yedi, iig, alt1 seklinde okunur)) Bu kod, Herr Wassmuss'tan veya Komutan
Denniston'in ona hitap ettigi gibi Bay "Ne Olmali"dan ele gegirilmisti. 13040 Kodu olarak
bilinen bagka bir versiyon ise Bat1 yarimkiire iletisimleri i¢indi ve bu nedenle bu kod,
Zimmermann Telgrafi i¢in kullanildi; Washington'daki Bernstorff, telgrafin orijinal
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versiyonunun icerigini iletmek zorunda kaldiginda ve bunu kendi gorevi olarak
gordiigiinde, bu versiyon 7500 olarak bilinen birinci sinif, 10.000'lik grup, iki parcali
kodlardan birindeydi. Zimmermann neden mesaj1 Berlin'den dogrudan 13040 koduyla
gondermedi de Bernstorff'un baska bir kodla tekrar etmesini sagladi (Friedman, 1958, s.
38-39).

Telgrafin igerigi tamamen ¢oziliip Amerikan kamuoyuna agiklandiginda, Amerika savasa
katilmaya zorlanmis (Tuchman, 1966, s.179) ve Almanya'nin yenilgisi saglanmistir. Bu ele gegirilen
mesaj, 40 numarali odanin en iinlii basarist olmustur. Ancak, ‘Zimmermann Telgrafi’, savas boyunca
sistematik olarak ele gecirilen ve Oda 40 ve az bilinen Savag Bakanligi muadili MI1(b) tarafindan
desifre edilen on binlerce telsiz ve telgraf kablosu mesajindan sadece biri olmustur. Bu sifre ¢c6zme
faaliyetlerinin varlig1 savas boyunca gizli tutulurken, ¢esitli ¢catismalar bittikten kisa bir siire sonra
ayrintilar ortaya ¢ikmis ve kamuoyu ile paylasilmistir.
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USA, National Archives, Zimmerman Telegram as received by the German Minister to
Mexico, January 19, 1917. National Archives Identifier: 302025.
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/302025?objectPage=5

Turkish Studies, 21(01)



America's Entry Into World War I Through The Zimmermann Telegram... 179

USA, National Archives, Zimmerman Telegram as received by the German Minister to
Mexico, January 19, 1917. (NAID: 302025)

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/302025?0bjectPage=5
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Adinm1 yazarindan, Alman Disisleri Bakani Arthur Zimmermann'dan alan Zimmermann
Telgrafi, Almanya'nin Meksika'daki savas donemi diplomasisine dair rahatsiz edici bir 151k tutmus
ve Amerika Birlesik Devletleri'nin Birinci Diinya Savasi'na girmesini hizlandirmistir. Diinya
genelindeki basin organlari, 1 Mart 1917'de Alman Disisleri Bakanlig: ile Meksika'daki temsilcisi
arasindaki diplomatik yazigmalari yayinlayarak diinya ¢apinda kamuoyunda biiyiik bir sarsintiya
neden olmustur. Alman Disisleri Bakani Arthur Zimmermann (1864-1940) tarafindan kaleme alinan
not, Washington'daki biiyiikelcilik araciligryla Meksika'ya iletilmis, ingiliz Gizli Servisi notu desifre
ederek ve endige verici haberler icerdigini tespit etmistir. Subat ayinda sinirsiz denizalti savagina geri
donen Almanya, Amerika Birlesik Devletleri'nin Miittefikler safinda savasa girmesi durumunda
Meksika ile giiclerini birlestirmeye hazir oldugunu gostermistir. Bu durumda Almanya,
Meksikalilara comertce destek vermek ve onlara Teksas, New Mexico ve Arizona'y1 savas ganimeti
olarak sunmak istedigini belirtmistir. Japonya’'nin da ittifaka katilmaya davet edilecegi belirtilmistir.
Meksika Devlet Bagkani Venustiano Carranza (1859-1920), ezici bir giic olan Amerika Birlesik
Devletleri'ne kars1 intihar niteliginde bir savasa girmek anlamina gelecek olan bu teklifi reddetmistir.
Ancak Carranza, gelecekteki is birligi olasiligini canli tutmak istedigi icin Alman temsilciye karsi
sert davranmamaya ¢aligmistir (Rinke, 2014, s. 1).

Almanya Disisleri Bakani Arthur Zimmermann (BBC News International, 2017,
20https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-38581861)

Ayrica istihbaratin nasil saglandig1 konusu da sistematik bir problem olmus, ingiltere bu
siireci kendi c¢ikarlar1 dogrultusunda yiiriiterek; Zimmermann Telgrafint ele gecirip sifresini
¢Ozdiginde, Amirallik ve Digisleri Bakanligi, telgrafi nasil elde ettikleri konusunda ABD hiikiimeti
ve genel kamuoyu icin ayrintili yalanlar uydurmus ve bu durumda aldatma ihtiyaci, Oda 40'n aktif
olarak Amerika Birlesik Devletleri aleyhine sinyal istihbarati topluyor olmas1 gergekligi ihtimalini
daha da arttirmustir. Sonug olarak, 40 Numarali Oda, yalmzca Kraliyet Donanmasi ve Ingiliz
hiikiimetine diisman hakkinda paha bicilmez bilgiler saglamakla kalmayip, ayn1 zamanda ¢ok daha
biiylik, cogu zaman kati, asir1 boliimlere ayrilmis, biirokratik bir sistem i¢inde ¢ok sayida veriyi
toplama, analiz etme ve yayma sorumlulugunu iistlenen modern istihbarat 6rgiitlerinin dnciisii olarak
da gorev yapma zorlugunun istesinden gelmistir. 40 Numarali Oda'nin Birinci Diinya Savasi
sirasindaki basarisi, yirmi yil sonra Ingiltere'nin diigmana kars1 avantaj elde etmek igin bir kez daha
sinyal istihbarati analistlerine basvurdugu zorluklar i¢in ayrilmaz bir 6neme sahip olmustur (Czak,
2019, s.1).

Oda 40'm en biyiik orgiitsel ve uzun vadeli basarilarindan biri, Alman gemilerinin
ve denizaltilariin hareketini tespit etmek icin trafik analizini kullanmasi olmustur. Analistler i¢in
sinyali kesip iletimi okuyamadiklarinda trafik analizi gerekli olmasindan dolayi, bunun yerine, yon
bulma istasyonlar1 kullanarak, analistler sinyalin kaynagini cografi olarak belirleyebiliyor ve boylece
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geminin yerini tespit edebiliyorlardi. Sinyal tiirii hakkinda temel bilgiler bile, Ingilizlere Alman deniz
kuvvetlerinin konuslanmasi hakkinda giinliik olarak giincellenen bir genel bakis sagliyordu. Bu,
ozellikle Oda 40'in Alman denizaltilarinin ve Miittefik gemilerinin konumunu Amiralligin Savag
Odasi'ndaki biiylik haritalarda gosterebildigi ve ardindan saldiriya acik olanlar1 belirleyebildigi
denizalt1 harekati sirasinda ¢ok onemli olmustur. Ancak, bu tiir bir tespit mutlak bir korunma
saglayamamistir. Istihbaratin en yaygin sorunlarindan biri, eger varsa, istihbarata gore nasil hareket
edilecegine dair kritik kararlarin verilmesi siireci olmustur. Ingiliz hiikiimetinde Oda 40 istihbaratina
erisimi olan az sayidaki kisi, her bilgi parcasina gore hareket etmenin (yani bir denizaltinin tehdidi
altinda oldugu bilinen her gemiyi korumaya galigmanin) Almanlari uyaracagindan, iletisim
uygulamalarim degistirmelerine ve boylece ingiltere'yi degerli istihbarattan mahrum birakacagindan
endise duymuslardir. Tersine, digerleri, lizerinde islem yapilamayan istihbaratin amaci nedir
sorgulamalar1 yapilmistir. Amirallik, istihbaratin kaynagini gizlemek i¢in genellikle ustaca, ancak
kusursuz olmayan mekanizmalar gelistirmis bilinmezligin avantajlarindan yararlanmay1 tercih
etmistir. Ornegin, 40 Numarali Oda'nin gerekliligi tartisiimaz olsa da, kurulus baslangicta sinyal
istihbaratinin (SIGINT) karakteristik teknolojik ve matematiksel zorluklar1 nedeniyle miicadele
etmis, baslangictan itibaren mali kaynak ve insan sermayesi eksikligi bu sorunlar1 daha da artirmig
olsa da faaliyetlerine tutarlilikla devam ettirilmistir. En biiyiik basarisizligi, Aralik 1914'te Ingiliz
liman kentleri Hartlepool, Scarborough ve Whitby'ye karsi Yiiksek Deniz Filosu tarafindan
diizenlenen ve sonugta 100'den fazla Ingiliz sivilin &liimiine ve 500'den fazla kisinin yaralanmasina
yol agan baskini tespit edememesi olsa da, 40 Numarali1 Oda bir ay sonra, Kuzey Denizi'ndeki Dogger
Bank'ta ingiliz balik¢1 gemilerine saldirma planlarmi dzetleyen mesajlar1 desifre ederek itibarim
kurtarmigtir. Sinyallerin zamaninda ele gegirilmesi ve desifre edilmesi, Amirallige Biiyiik
Filosunu gondermek igin yeterli uyariy1 vermis ve Almanlarin hazirliksiz yakalandigi Dogger Bank
Muharebesi'nde Ingiliz zaferine katkida bulunulmustur. Ayni1 sekilde, 40 numarali oda, May1s sonu
ve Haziran basi 1916'da, Almanlarin Biiyiik Filoyu savasa ¢ekmek amaciyla Agik Deniz Filosunu
Kuzey Denizi'ne tasima emrini engellemede de takdire sayan bir performans sergilemistir. 40
numarali oda sadece Biiylik Filoya onceden haber vermekle kalmamis, ayni zamanda Jutland
Savas1'? baslayana kadar Agik Deniz Filosunun konumu hakkinda diizenli giincellemeler saglamis
ve savastan sonra Alman kayiplarinin dogru bir degerlendirmesini yapmay1 basarmistir (Czak, 2019,
s. 2). Birinci Diinya Savasi'nda ingiliz sifre ¢dziiciiler, Almanya ve miittefiklerinin gizli askeri, deniz
ve diplomatik mesajlarina ve ayrica ABD, Ispanya, Hollanda, Yunanistan ve Isvicre dahil olmak
iizere tarafsizlarin diplomatik mesajlarina gz atmislardir. ingiliz sifre cdzme ¢alismalari, zaferi elde
eden genel ¢abanin bir parcasi olmus ve Amerika'y1 savasa sokarak, sifre ¢ozme ¢aligmalari, kimin
kazanan ve kimin kaybeden olacagini belirlemede kritik bir rol oynamistir. Dolayisiyla, sifre ¢ozme
Oykisii ilk bakista, tarihin galipler tarafindan, arsivlerde bize birakmak {izere segtikleri belgeler
araciliglyla  yazildigi ~ klasik  bir  Ornek  gibi  goériinmektedir  (Gannon, 2010,
http://www.paulgannonbooks.co.uk/styled-3/files/page3-intro-edited-for-web.pdf). 1965 yilindan
sonra ABD Savag Bakanlig tarafindan, telgraf tizerindeki ¢aligmalar, incelemeler, konferanslar ve
biiltenler kamuoyu ile paylagilmaya baslanmistir (Tuchman, 1966, s. 1x).

Zimmermann Telgrafi Bir Toplum Miihendisligi Calismasi Olabilir mi?

Zimmermann telgrafi ilk etapta kabul gérmeyen, elestirel ve siipheli bakilan bir haber
olmustur. Amerika’da yasayan Almanlar i¢in de bu durum gegerlidir. Zira Amerika kamuoyu ilk
baslarda Almanya ile direkt bir savasa girmeye taraftar gériinmemistir. Ancak telgrafin Zimmermann

12 Jutland Muharebesi (31 Mayis- 1 Haziran 1916), Birinci Diinya Savasi’nin (1914-18) agik ara en biiyiik deniz savagidir.
Ingiliz ve Alman filolarmin ana kuvvetlerinin kars1 karstya geldigi bu tek karsilasma, Kuzey Denizi’nde, Norveg’in
giineyinde gerceklesmistir. Tarihte yalnizca su iistii gemilerinin yer aldig1 son bilyiik deniz savasi olan Jutland’a yaklasik
250 gemi katilmigtir. Muharebe beraberlikle sonuglanmis olsa da Almanya daha az gemi ve asker kaybettigi gerekgesiyle
zafer ilan etmistir. Buna karsilik Ingiltere, Alman Agik Deniz Filosu'nun Birinci Diinya Savasi boyunca bir daha ingiliz
sular1 i¢in ciddi bir tehdit olugturamamasi nedeniyle stratejik bir zafer kazandigini savunmustur. Ayrimntil bilgi igin bkz.
Cartwright, 2025, s. 1, https://www.worldhistory.org/trans/tr/2-2853/jutland-muharebesi/
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tarafindan bizzat kabulii ile baslayan siirecin ardindan, telgrafin etkileri Amerika’da ozellikle
gazeteler yolu ile artnmgtir. Halk arasinda degerlendirmeler yapilmaya baslanmistir. Ognegin
Milwaukee’deki Journal gazetesi, Zimmermann telgrafinin gercekliginin kabul edilmesinin
ardindan, Orta Bati’daki Almanya’nin bir ¢ok dostu arasinda duygusal bir tiksinti yaratacagindan
bahsetmeye baglamistir. Daha sonra, Chicago Staats-Zetiung, Detroit Abent-Post, Cincinati
Volksblatt ve Freie Presse ve St. Louis Amerika gibi gazeteler (bu gazetelerin cogu daha 6nce telgrafi
sahtekarlik olarak ilan etmisti) durumun gergekligi karsisinda utangac bir bicimde sessiz
kalmisglardir. Daha sonra Amerika genelinde gazeteler, El Paso Times gbi gazetelerde, otkeli
yazilarla duruma tepkiler dile getirilmeye baglanmistir. Halka Almanya “Entirika batakliginda
kivranan” iilke olarak lanse edilmis, Sacremento Bee gazetesi ise durumu “haince diismanlik, sinsi
ve igren¢ entrikalar” olarak yazilarina aktarmis ve halkla paylagsmistir. Vermont’tan Filorida’ya,
Oregon’a kadar bir¢ok yazar, editdr Zimmermann’in her yerde duygular kristallestirdigi yoniinde
degerlendirmeler yapmustir. Springfield(Massachusetts) Republican gazetesi, Amerikan
topraklarina yonelik diigmanca bir eylem tehdidinden bagka hic¢bir seyin Amerikan halkini bu kadar
saglamlastiramayacagini sOylemis, Los Angeles Tribune ise bunun pasifizmi sondiirdiglini
yazmistir. Basin bu savas ihtimallerini her ne kadar kdriikleyici yazilar ele alsa da ortaya bir gergegin
¢ikmasi daha 6nemli olmustur. Bu da “Amerika artik isin igerisindedir ve sonug¢ olarak savasmak
zorunda kalacagi yere dogru ¢ekilmistir (Tuchman, 1966, s. 181). Dénemin “Zimmermann Telgrafi”
etkisi bu sekilde yonetilmistir.

Telgrafin tarihi siireci, devletleri ve savasin sonucunu etkilemesi gibi konular1 ¢alisilmis ve
genel itibar1 ile siire¢ bir istihbarat bagarisi olarak lanse edilmistir. Ancak savas stratejileri, toplum
mithendisligi ve istihbarat ¢aligmalar1 s6z konusu oldugunda akilda tutulmasi gereken Onemli
hususlardan biri de agiklanan faaliyetlerin dogrulugu, ana amaglarin ve hedeflerin ne oldugudur.
Diinya savasina bakildiginda ise 6zellikle 1916 yili sonlar1 ve 1917 yili baglarinda Amerika’nin
oncelikle tarafsiz gii¢ olarak belirdigi, Ingiltere’nin uzayan savastan metal yorgunlugu yasadig
goriilmektedir. Her iki tarafin da savasi en kisa zamanda bitirme arzusu vardir. Burada sorulmasi
gereken farkli bir soru ise; Zimmerman Telgrafi istihbarat orgiitleri tarafindan planlanmis,
yonetilmis, halklarin savasa olan tepkilerini minimize etmek i¢in planlanmis bir ¢alisma midir? Bu
soru kazananlar ve kaybedenler agisindan ele alindiginda ABD’nin savasa girisinin mesrulugu,
haklihig ve Ingiltere’nin en giiclii tarafi miittefik olarak kazanmasi s6z konusudur. Bu sorulari
tartismak ve degerlendirmek miimkiindiir. 2017 yilinda BBC Haberleri Giivenlik Muhabiri Gordon
Corera da aym sorular1 sorarak “Zimmerman Telgrafi neden bu kadar 6nemliydi?” Isimli bir makale
yaymlamistir.

Makale;

“Sal1 giinii, Ingiliz istihbarat1 icin dikkat cekici bir basarmin 100. y1ldéniimii:
ancak bu basari, Amerika Birlesik Devletleri'ni gozetlemeyi ve ardindan Amerika'daki
kamuoyunu manipiile etmek igin iist diizey yetkililerle isbirligi yapmay: igeriyordu.17
Ocak 1917 sabahi, Nigel de Grey, Ingiliz sifre ¢oziiciilerinin merkezi olan Amirallik
binasinin 40 numarali odasindaki patronunun ofisine girdi. Reginald "Blinker" Hall,
astinin heyecanli oldugunu acgik¢a anlamisti."Amerika'yl savasa dahil etmek mi
istiyorsunuz?" diye sordu de Grey.Cevap c¢ok acikti. Herkes Amerika'nin Almanlarla
savagmak icin Birinci Diinya Savasi'na girmesinin ¢ikmazi kirmaya yardimer olacagini
biliyordu."Evet, evlat. Neden?" diye yanitladi Hall."Elimde &yle bir sey var ki, olduk¢a
sasirtict bir mesaj ve eger bunu kullanabilirsek ise yarayabilir," dedi de Grey. Bir 6nceki
glin, Almanya Disisleri Bakani Arthur Zimmermann, Washington'daki Alman
biiyiikelgisine bir mesaj gondermisti. Mesajda, daha sonra Bletchley Park'ta ¢alisacak
olanlarin énciilleri olan Ingiliz sifre ¢oziiciiler tarafindan biiyiik lciide ¢oziilmiis bir kod
kullanilmisti. Zimmermann, Meksika hiikiimetine oldukca sira dist goriinen bir teklifle
yaklagma talimat: vermisti: Eger Amerika'ya kars1 herhangi bir savasa katilirsa, Arizona,
New Mexico ve Teksas topraklartyla diillendirilecekti. Hall, metni okuduktan sonra, "Bu
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cok biiylik bir sey olabilir, belki de savasin en biiyiik seyi. Simdilik, bu odanin disindaki
hi¢c kimseye hicbir sey sdylenmeyecek," dedi. Sorunun bir kismi, mesajin nasil elde
edildigiyle ilgiliydi. Savasin baslangicinda, Mans Denizi'nden gecen Alman telgraf
kablolar1 bir Ingiliz gemisi tarafindan kesilmisti. Dolayisiyla Almanya mesajlarmi
genellikle tarafsiz iilkeler araciligiyla sifreli olarak gonderiyordu. Almanya, ABD
Baskan1 Wilson't iletisim kanallarini agik tutmanin savasi sona erdirmeye yardimci
olacagina ikna etmisti ve bu nedenle ABD, Berlin'den Washington'daki biiyiikelgiligine
Alman diplomatik mesajlarini iletmeyi kabul etmisti. Zimmermann Telgrafi olarak
bilinecek olan mesaj, 16 Ocak Sali giinii saat 15:00'te sifreli olarak Berlin'deki Amerikan
Biiytikelgiligine iletilmisti.

Amerikan biiytikelgisi bu kadar uzun bir mesajin igerigini sorgulamis ve mesajin
barig Onerileriyle ilgili oldugu konusunda giivence almisti. O aksam, bagka bir Avrupa
iilkesinden ve ardindan Londra'dan gecerek Washington'daki Disisleri Bakanligi'na
iletildi. Oradan, nihayet 19 Ocak'ta Alman biiyiikelciligine ulagacak, orada sifresi
coziilecek, yeniden sifrelenecek ve ticari bir Western Union telgraf ofisi araciligiyla
Meksika'ya génderilecek ve ayni giin oraya ulasacakti. Ingiltere'nin sifre c¢oziiciileri,
miidahale yetenekleri sayesinde, mesaji hedef alicilardan iki giin 6nce okuyabiliyorlardi
(ancak baglangicta mesajin tamamini okuyamadilar). ABD'ye saldirmakla ilgili sifreli bir
mesaj, ABD diplomatik kanallar1 araciligiyla iletildi. Britanya, ABD'yi ve diplomatik
trafigini gozetliyordu (ki bu uygulamaya oniimiizdeki ¢eyrek yiizyil boyunca devam
edecekti). Bu telgraf, istihbarat agisindan son derece degerliydi ve Amerika'y1 savasa
katilmaya ikna etmek i¢in kullanilabilirdi. Peki Britanya bunu nasil kullanabilirdi ki?
Bunu yapmak hem Alman sifrelerini kirdiklarini hem de miittefiki olmay1 umdugu iilkeyi
casusluk yaparak elde ettiklerini ortaya c¢ikaracakti. Hall, ne yapacagma karar verene
kadar tiim kopyalar1 masasinda kilitli tuttu ve geri kalanlarin desifre edilmesini istedi.
Londra, Almanya'nin simirsiz denizalti savagi yiiriitmesinin -ticaret gemilerine
saldirmasinin- Amerika'y1 savasa ¢ekmek icin yeterli olacagna inantyordu. Ek bir
destege ihtiya¢c duyulabilecegine dair isaretler ortaya ¢iktiginda, Zimmermann
Telgrafi'min devreye sokulmasina karar verildi. 40 numarali oda, baglantilarindan
birinden ABD'den Meksika'daki Alman biiyiikel¢iligine gonderilen herhangi bir seyin bir
kopyasini temin etmesini istedi. Bu da telgrafin bir baska kopyasinin elde edilmesini
sagladi. Bu durumda Britanya, mesaji bu sekilde ele gegirdigini iddia ederek, dost
iilkelerini  gozetledigini itiraf etme sorunundan kurtulabilirdi. Britanya ayrica
Amerikalilari, mesajin onlar1 savasa ¢ekmek i¢in uydurulmus bir hile olmadigina ikna
etmek zorundaydi. Sonunda ABD, Western Union telgraf sirketinden kendi kopyasini
elde etti ve De Grey daha sonra Londra'daki ABD biiyiikelgiliginde bir temsilcinin
oniinde bizzat gifresini ¢6zdi. Bu, teknik olarak tiim taraflarin sifrenin ABD topraklarinda
¢oziildiigiinii iddia edebilecegi anlamina geliyordu. Baskan Wilson, ayrintilar
ogrendiginde "Aman Tanrim" dedi. Zimmerman Telgrafi'nin tek basmma Amerika'y1
savasa soktugunu iddia etmek fazla iddiali olurdu. Bu konuda Almanya'nin sinirsiz
denizalt1 savasi politikast daha biiyiik paya sahip. Ancak telgraf, Amerikan kamuoyunu
askerlerini Avrupa'ya savasa gondermeleri gerektigine ikna etmek agisindan faydali oldu.
Telgraf, politika degisikligi i¢in miikemmel bir gerek¢e olusturmus ve bazi siiphecileri
ikna etmisti. Bircok kisi bunun, Birinci Diinya Savasi'nda Ingiltere icin elde edilen en
biiylik istihbarat zaferi olduguna inaniyordu. Bu ayni zamanda iletisimlerin
engellenmesinin potansiyel etkisine dair erken bir igaretti ve gercek hikayeyi bilen az
sayidaki Ingiliz ve Amerikali yetkili, bu yeteneklerini gelistirmeye baslarken bu dersten
mutlaka ders ¢ikarmaya kararliydi. Telgraf daha sonra Amerikan basinina sizdirildi ve 1
Mart 1917'de genel bir saskinlikla yayimnlandi (Ingiliz manipiilasyonu gibi rahatsiz edici
sorular1 6nlemek igin Ingiliz yerine Amerikan Gizli Servisi'ne atifta bulunuldu).
Zimmermann'm mektubu kendisinin gonderdigini dogrulama gibi tuhaf bir hareket
yapmastyla geriye kalan tiim siipheler ortadan kalkti. Bir ay sonra Amerika savasa
girmisti.” (Corera, 2017, s. 1).
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Her iki devletin de cikarina oldugu asikar olan Amerika’nin savasa Ingiltere safinda girisi
tek bir nedene baglanamayacak kadar elbette 6nemli bir karardir. Ancak burada iizerinde dikkatle
durulmasi gereken iki husus vardir. Birincisi istihbarat teknolojileri, ikincisi kamuoyu giiciidiir.
Birinci adimda istihbarat savaslarinda 6nemli bir avantaji, uzmanlar1 ve teknolojik {istiinliikle
yakalayan Ingiltere’nin savas psikolojisini, kendi lehine yénetme iistiinliigii kazanmasin saglamistir.
Ikinci adimda ise bu istihbarat iistiinliigii devletlerin halki bilgilendirme, manipiile etme, taraftar
kazanma, savasi destekleme planlarinda ise yaramis ve i¢ cephelerinde muhtemel savas karsithigi ve
ayrilik tehlikesi bertaraf edilmistir. Olayin ilging bir yan1 ise, ABD halkinin Zimmermann telgrafina
oncelikli olarak mesafeli yaklagmasi ve inanmama egilimleri olsa da Zimmermenn’in bizzat bu
telgrafi onaylamasi, Amerika gazetelerinde ¢ikan giiclii, savas yanlis1 yazilar da Ingiltere’nin oldukca
isine gelen bir durum olmustur.

Bu siireg bir istihbarat basarisi ve faaliyeti midir? sorulariin sorulmasina sebep olan iki ana
konu ise, telgrafin gazetelere sizdirilmasi ve Zimmermann’in bizzat bu basarisiz girisimini kabul
etmesi olmustur. Elbette konu iizerine bir¢ok fikir tiretilebilir ancak eldeki verilerden hareketle bu
calismanin toplum miihendisligi ve istihbarat ¢aligmalarinin etkilesimli yonleri ile degerlendirmeye
acik oldugudur. S6z konusu bilginin elde edilmesi istihbaratin islevselligini ortaya koyarken, hassas
bilgi-belgelerin sizdirilmasi-paylasilmasi ve gazetelerin savas yanlisi yazilari toplum miihendisligi
amaglarma hizmet etmistir. Amerika Birlesik Devletleri ve Ingiltere bu paylasimli partnerliklerini
savas sartlarinda devam ettirme politikalarin1 benimsemiglerdir.

Bu istihbarat paylasimlari zorunluluklarin ve karsilikli ¢ikar iliskilerinin sonucu olarak canl
tutulmus ve 8 Subat 1941°de (https://www.nsa.gov/History/Cryptologic-History/Historical-
Events/#pre1952-timeline) Bletchley Park'*’ta, iki devlet arasindaki is birligi zenginlestirilerek
devam ettirilmistir (Corera, 2016, s. 1)4.

—

Bletchley sifre c¢oziiciileri( Corera, 2016, s.1, https://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-
35491822)

13 Bletchley Park, II. Diinya Savas: sirasinda Hiikiimet Kod ve Sifre Okulu'nun (GC&CS) merkeziydi. Savas sirasinda
orada 10.000'den fazla kisi ¢alisiyordu ve bunlarmn en az iigte ikisi kadindi. Alan Turing ve Gordon Welchman, kodlari
indirgemek icin kullanilan elektromekanik bir cihaz olan Bombe makinesini icat ettiler; Bombe makineleri Wrens (Kraliyet
Donanmasi Kadin Servisi) tarafindan kullaniliyordu. Bletchley'e Station X kod adi verildi ve Almanya'da konuslanmig
Boniface adinda bir casus, kod ¢dziiciilerin gergek ¢aligmalarini gizlemek igin bir kaynak olarak uyduruldu.

14 8 Subat 1941'in geg saatlerinde dort Amerikali Bletchley Park'a gittiler. Karartma perdeleri malikaneyi daha da karanlik
gosteriyordu. Liderleri Abraham Sinkov'un adiyla anilan Sinkov misyonu olarak bilinen dort kisinin yolculugu firtinals,
tehlikeli ve tamamen gizliydi. Onlarin gelisi, tarihin en uzun soluklu ve zaman zaman tartismali istihbarat ittifakinin
baglangicini isaret etmistir.
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Sonug¢

Birinci Diinya Savasi diinya tarihi agisindan ¢ok énemli bir doniim noktasi olmustur. Son
organik savas olarak da adlandirilabilecek bu savasta her devletin kendi agisindan sarsici sonuglari
olmustur. Caligma icerisinde merkeze alinan konu istihbarat ve kriptoloji ¢calismalar1 oldugu i¢in bu
acidan Ingiltere ve Amerika 6n plana ¢ikmaktadur.

Okyanus otesi faaliyetlerde yer alan “Zimmermann Telgrafi” olay1 ise bu siirecin hem
istihbari, hem teknolojik hem de toplumsal etkileri ile 6nemli bir siireci temsil etmektedir.

Oncelikle Almanya’nin biitiin telgraf haberlesme hatlarinin kesilmesi, Amerika’da sadece
ekonomik bir bag olmasi ile Alman fabrikasina verilen 6zel izinle Almanya’dan telgraf alabilmesi
stirecin birinci adim1 olmustur. Bu telgraf, Berlin'den Washington iizerinden Meksika'daki Alman
temsilcisine gonderilmistir.

Ingiltere her ne kadar, Almanya'nin sinirsiz denizalt1 savasi yiiriitmesinin -ticaret gemilerine
saldirmasiin- Amerika'y1r savasa ¢ekmek icin yeterli olacagina inansa da ek bir destege ihtiyag
duyulabilecegine dair isaretler ortaya ¢iktiginda, Zimmermann Telgrafinin devreye sokulmasina
karar verilmistir.

Telgrafin nasil elde edildigi, Amerika’'nin gozetlendigi, ABD Atlantik kablolarmin
dinlendigi durumlar1 da bertaraf edilerek yapilan degerlendirmeler sonucunda Amerika’ya ulastirilan
bu telgraf goz ardi edilemeyecek kadar tehlikeli bir durumu gostermistir. Meksika’nin Almanya
tarafinda savasa girmesi istendigi gibi Amerika’nin bazi eyaletlerinin de Meksika’ya vaad edilmesi
ciddi bir savas sebebi olarak algilanmistir. Bu telgrafla taraflarin netlesmesi, Almanya’nin tehlikeleri
hamlelerinin dozunun artmasi ABD’nin tarafsizlik durumunu derinden etkilemistir.

I1k baslarda Amerika’da bir¢ok gazetecinin ve Alman-Amerikalilarin iftira dedigi bu durum,
Zimmermann’in bizzat kabul ettigi bu telgraf ile degismistir. Bu telgraf, sifreli bir metin ile
kodlanmis, Amerika iizerinden Meksika’ya gonderilmistir (Tuchman, 1966, s. 179-199).
Ingiltere’nin 40 numaral oda istihbaratina yakalanan bu yazisma Nigel De Grey ve ekibi tarafindan
istisare edilmis, c¢oziilerek Amerika’nin degerlendirmesine sunulmustur. Bir sayfa rakamsal
metinden olugan bu telgraf donemin kriptografi ¢aligmalarina 151k tutmus, giin yiiziine ¢ikarilmis ve
kamuoyu ile paylasilmis olmasi hasebi ile cok 6nemli bir yere sahip olmustur. Bizzat ABD ulusal
arsivinde agik erigsimle paylasilan bu telgraf diinya dengelerinin ne kadar hassas calismalarla
degisebildiginin bir 6rnegi olarak tarihteki yerini almistir.

Telgrafin bir teknolojik iistiinliik hamlesi ile ele gecirilmesi Ingiltere adina énemli bir basari
olsa da, uluslararas1 hukuk, miittefiklik gereklilikleri agisindan Ingiltere ve Amerika arasinda bir
dinleme muglakliginin da varliginin kaniti durumdadir. Diplomatik bir krize yol agmadan bilginin
paylasilmasi da siyaset ve diplomasi agisindan 6nemli bir 6rnek olarak degerlendirilebilir. Ingiltere
yumusak bir gecisle bu bilgi paylasimini diplomatik bir krize sebep olmadan gergeklestirebilmistir.
Bu sayede Ingiltere, telgrafin tespiti ve paylasimi, sadece kamuoyu tiiketimi i¢in olusturulmamus,
aym zamanda Ingiliz sifre ¢ozme orgiitiinde ¢ahisanlara da igsel olarak aktarilmis ve kendi
orgiitlerinin kokenlerine dair kullaniglt bir i¢ anlatim saglamistir.

Bu telgrafin bir de farkli bakis agilarina sahip degerlendiricileri olmustur. Ortaya atilan bazi
goriislerde, Zimmermann olayinda, basindan sonuna kadar bir toplum miihendisligi ¢aligmasi olarak
ele alinabilir mi sorusu sorulmustur. Istihbarat faaliyetlerinin bir yaninin da toplumsal alg1 yonetimi
olmast ile telgraf siirecinin bu agidan da degerlendirilmesi iizerinde durulmustur. Ingiltere nin illegal
dinlemeleri, telgraf takipleri, istedigi bilgiyi istedigi zamanda istedigi devletlerle paylagmasi,
ABD’nin savasa girisinin savasi Itilaf blogu adma bitirebileceginin bilinmesi gibi gercekler bu
telgrafin yonlendirme istihbarat faaliyeti olabilecegi ihtimalini dogurmustur. Her ne kadar Ingiltere
ve Amerika’nin savas stratejisi olarak ifade edilse de telgrafin sahte olmamasi, Zimmermann
tarafindan bizzat gercekliginin onaylanmasi durumu toplum mihendisligi yan1 olsa da savas
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ihtimalini koriikleyecek bir tehdit oldugu gercegi kabul edilmistir. Ama yine de telgraf ve icerigi
dogrulansa da Amerika i¢in savasa giris karar1 alacak kadar biiyiik bir tehdit midir sorusu da
onemlidir. Zira Meksika Amerika’ya savas ilan etse bile ne kadar etkili olur, Amerika’y1 sarsacak
giicli var midir? sorular1 6nemlidir.

Dolayisi ile burada Ingiltere nin istihbarat basarisi, kod kiricilar ve Ingiltere-Amerika bilgi
paylagimi savasa giris akigini yonlendirse de Amerika’nin savasa girme karari sadece Zimmermann
telgrafina baglanabilecek kadar dar bir ¢ercevede agiklanamaz. Casusluk, halklari yonlendirme,
propaganda, toplum miihendisligi ve haber alma teknolojilerinin de savasi olan Birinci Diinya
Savagi’ndan sonra diinya, savas teknolojileri ve ¢esitleri acisindan biiyiik bir degisime sahne
olmustur. “C Power” olarak adrandirilan kriptoloji ve etkisi, gelecek savag teknolojilerinin ne denli
kritik 6neme sahip olabilecegini kanitlamistir.
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ETIK BEYANLAR
Arastirma ve Yayin Etigi

Yazar(lar), bu makalenin 6zgiin bir ¢alisma oldugunu ve bilimsel arastirma ve yayin
etigi ilkelerine uygun olarak hazirlandigini beyan eder. Makale daha 6nce herhangi
bir yerde yayimlanmamis olup baska bir dergide degerlendirme siirecinde degildir.

Calismada kullanilan tiim kaynaklar akademik kurallara uygun bigimde atiflanmaistir.
Yazar(lar), caligmanin intihal, veri uydurma, veri tahrifi veya manipiilasyon
icermedigini; aragtirma bulgularinin bilimsel diirtistliikk ilkelerine uygun sekilde
sunuldugunu beyan eder.

Yazar Katkisi

Tim vyazarlar calismanin tasarlanmasi, yiiriitilmesi, analizi ve makalenin
hazirlanmasina 6nemli dl¢iide katki saglamistir. Tiim yazarlar makalenin son halini
okuyup onaylamis ve yayimlanmasini kabul etmistir.

Cikar Catismasi

Yazar(lar), bu makalenin yayimlanmasina iliskin herhangi bir ¢ikar c¢atismasi
bulunmadigini beyan eder.

Finansal Destek

Bu arastirma herhangi bir kamu kurumu, ticari kurulus veya kar amaci gilitmeyen
kurulus tarafindan finansal olarak desteklenmemistir.

Yapay Zeka Kullanim Beyani

Makalenin hazirlanmasi siirecinde yapay zeka araglarindan yalnizca dil diizenleme,
ceviri destegi ve anlatim iyilestirmesi amaciyla sinirli 6l¢iide yararlanilmig olabilir.
Yapay zekd araclarn tarafindan yapilan c¢eviri ve dil dlizenlemeleri yazar(lar)
tarafindan dikkatle kontrol edilmistir. Yapay zeka araclari calismanin bilimsel
iceriginin, arastirma tasariminin, analizlerinin veya akademik sonuglarinin
olusturulmasinda kullanilmamistir. Makalenin igerigine iliskin tiim akademik
sorumluluk yazar(lar)a aittir.

Telif Haklar1 ve izinler

Yazar(lar), telif hakki gerektiren materyaller kullanilmigsa gerekli izinlerin alindigini
ve ¢alismanin herhangi bir fikri miilkiyet hakkini ihlal etmedigini beyan eder.

Yazar Onayi

Tiim yazarlar makalenin son hélini okuduklarini, onayladiklarini ve yayimlanmasini
kabul ettiklerini beyan eder.
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