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Abstract: This study examines, from a historical perspective, how the trial and execution of Adnan Menderes
and leading Democratic Party officials at Yassiada, following the May 27, 1960 military coup, were reflected
in the American press. Twenty-five news articles published between 1959 and 1963 in nine American
newspapers were used as primary sources; most were analyzed comparatively through their original English
texts and Turkish renderings. How political developments in Turkey, a NATO ally on the southeastern flank
of the alliance during the Cold War, were conveyed to the American public is an important area in the history
of Turkish-American relations. The newspapers examined include the capital daily The Evening Star together
with various local, ethnic, and foreign-language papers. Most articles were wire-service reports from the
Associated Press or United Press International, while others were independent journalism or editorials; this
distinction forms one of the main axes of source criticism in the study. The news items were evaluated under
three thematic headings: diplomatic and strategic reports; trial and personal-life reports; and long analyses and
editorials. The findings reveal that the sampled newspapers introduced Menderes as a "loyal ally" before the
coup but began to present him within the "strongman" frame as the political crisis escalated. After the coup,
the primary U.S. concern was preserving the NATO alliance; trial coverage emphasized sensational cases over
legal dimensions; and the executions were reported with a focus on human tragedy. The study sheds light,
through historical sources, on how Turkish-American relations were shaped via the press and on how the
perception of Turkey was transformed within the sample examined.

Keywords: May 27, 1960, Coup, Adnan Menderes, American Press, Cold War, Turkish-American Relations,
Yassiada Trials.

Oz: Bu ¢alisma, 27 May1s 1960 askeri miidahalesinin ardindan Adnan Menderes ile Demokrat Partinin 6nde
gelen yoneticilerinin Yassiada'da yargilanmasi ve idam edilmesi siirecinin Amerikan basimina yansimasini
tarihsel agidan ele almaktadir. Arastirmada, 1959-1963 yillart arasinda dokuz farkli Amerikan gazetesinde
yayimlanan yirmi bes haber metni birincil kaynak olarak kullanilmis; bunlarin biiyiik boliimii orijinal Ingilizce
metinler ve Tiirk¢e aktarimlari lizerinden karsilastirmali bigcimde degerlendirilmistir. Soguk Savas déoneminde
NATOmun giineydogu kanadini olusturan Tiirkiye'deki siyasi gelismelerin Amerikan kamuoyuna nasil
aktarildig1 sorusu, Tiirk-Amerikan iliskileri tarihi agisindan Onemli bir aragtirma alani olusturmaktadir.
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Incelenen yayinlar arasinda baskent gazetesi The Evening Star ile yerel, etnik ve yabanci dilli gesitli gazeteler
yer almaktadir. Haberlerin biiyiik boliimii Associated Press (AP) veya United Press International (UPI) ajans
kaynakli olup bir kismi ise bagimsiz muhabirlik ya da editoryal niteliktedir; bu ayrim, ¢aligmanin temel
eksenlerinden biri olan kaynak tenkidi acisindan belirleyici bir islev tistlenmektedir. Haber metinleri igerik
bakimindan ii¢ baslik altinda degerlendirilmistir: diplomatik ve stratejik haberler; yargilama ve 6zel hayata
iliskin haberler, uzun analizler ve editoryaller. Bulgular, 6rneklemdeki gazetelerin darbe dncesinde Menderes'i
"sadik miittefik" olarak tanittigini, ancak siyasi krizin tirmanmasiyla onu "gili¢lii adam" (strongman) profili
¢ergevesinde sunmaya basladigini ortaya koymaktadir. Darbe sonrasinda Amerika Birlesik Devletleri'nin temel
kaygisinin NATO ittifakinin siirdiiriilmesi oldugu; yargilama haberlerinin hukuki boyuttan ¢ok sansasyonel
davalara odaklandigi; idam haberlerinin ise insani trajedi vurgusuyla aktarildig: tespit edilmistir. Caligma,
Soguk Savas doneminde Tiirk-Amerikan iligkilerinin basin araciligiyla nasil sekillendirildigine ve incelenen
orneklemdeki Tiirkiye algisinin doniisiimiini tarihsel kaynaklar tizerinden 11k tutmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: 27 Mayis 1960 Darbesi, Adnan Menderes, Amerikan Basmi, Soguk Savas, Tiirk-
Amerikan Iligkileri, Yassiada Yargilamalar1.
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Structured Abstract:
Introduction and Aim of the Study

The May 27, 1960, military coup and the subsequent Yassiada trials constitute one of the most
contested episodes in the history of the Turkish Republic. While the domestic political, constitutional, and
military dimensions of this process have been extensively examined in Turkish historiography, the manner in
which it was reflected in the American provincial and regional press has not yet been systematically
investigated. The Turkish-American strategic partnership, which began with the Truman Doctrine of 1947 and
was consolidated by Turkey's accession to NATO in 1952, shaped the framework within which American
public opinion perceived Turkey as a loyal ally defending the eastern borders of the Free World against
communism during the Cold War. Against this backdrop, this study aims to determine within what historical
framework the political upheaval in Turke) which constituted the southeastern flank of NATO during the Cold
War (was presented to the American public. The study seeks to answer three principal research questions: (1)
Within what historical context did the American press present the Menderes government in the period before
the coup, and with what content priorities did it convey the military intervention and trial process? (2) To what
extent did the strategic concerns of the Cold War determine the framing of the news coverage? (3) What
qualitative differentiation can be observed between wire-service reports and independent journalistic products
in terms of depth of content and presentation of historical data?

Conceptual and Contextual Framework

This study is grounded in the historiography of Turkish-American relations and situates itself within
the existing scholarship on the Democratic Party era (1950—1960). Turkey's accession to NATO in 1952 and
its contribution of troops to the Korean War reflected a clear pro-American orientation in foreign policy.
However, after 1954 in particular, press restrictions, the curtailment of opposition activities, and the
establishment of the Investigation Commission (Tahkikat Komisyonu) on April 18, 1960, signaled an
increasingly authoritarian turn in domestic politics. The Eisenhower administration's (1953—1961) strategic
prioritization of Turkey as an indispensable ally against Soviet expansionism meant that authoritarian
tendencies in Turkey's domestic politics remained secondary in Washington's calculations. A significant but
underexplored dimension is the question of how Turkish Soviet economic rapprochement in the final years of
Democratic Party rule factored into American assessments of the coup this study finds no evidence of such an
association in the sampled newspapers, a finding consistent with the wire-service-driven nature of the coverage.
The study treats American newspapers not as neutral information carriers but as historical documents reflecting
the Turkey perception of American public opinion in the relevant period.

Method

The methodological foundation of this study is a historical investigation approach grounded in
classical source criticism. Twenty-five news articles published between 1959 and 1963 in nine different
American newspapers were used as primary sources. These newspapers were selected from different
geographic regions and from publications addressing different readerships, making possible a multi-layered
historical assessment of Turkey's perception in American public opinion. External and internal criticism
procedures were applied in parallel. In the external criticism phase, the newspaper title, place of publication,
date, source type (wire service or independent journalism), agency affiliation, and byline status were recorded
for each text. In the internal criticism phase, the presentation tone, consistency between headline and content,
and the same event's presentation in different newspapers were comparatively assessed. The source pool was
determined through purposive sampling. Articles were scanned via the Library of Congress "Chronicling
America" project, Newspapers.com, and digital newspaper archives. The search terms "Menderes," "Turkey
coup," "Yassiada," "Turkish trial," and "Adnan Menderes" were used, with 1959-1963 set as the chronological
boundary covering the final period of the Menderes government, the coup, and the following three years. An
additional pool of 108 different newspaper pages from the Library of Congress digital archive was scanned to
confirm the general visibility of Turkey-related news in the American press of the period.

Findings and Discussion

The historical examination of American newspaper coverage yields an interlocking picture of how the
May 27, 1960, coup and the Yassiada trials were perceived beyond the Atlantic. The most salient finding is the
sharp break in American press attitudes toward Menderes: introduced in February 1959 by The Smyrna Times
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as a "loyal ally" and a "strong, dynamic leader," Menderes was recast as a "typical strongman" following the
student protests of April 1960. The documentary evidence for this shift is most clearly visible in The Evening
Star's profile piece of April 28, 1960 an original primary source not previously identified in Turkish academic
scholarship. During the coverage of the coup, America's primary concern was the maintenance of the NATO
alliance. The National Unity Committee's declaration of NATO loyalty and its reflection in every piece of
coverage related to the process signals that, in the coverage examined, Turkey's regime change was framed not
as a democratic issue but as a strategic stability question. The strategy-oriented approach also created the
conditions for the systematic neglect of the legal dimension of the trial process. The American press selected
only the sensational cases from among the dozens tried at Yassiada; fundamental legal questions such as the
structure of the extraordinary court, defence rights, and constitutional legitimacy were almost entirely absent
from the coverage. A qualitatively distinct layer of historical data was produced by independent journalistic
products (Washington Journal's German-language analysis, The Arizona Post's Jewish community report, The
Evening Star's post-execution analysis and its 1962 assessment, and The Chronicle's 1963 piece) as opposed
to standardized wire-service reports from AP and UPI.

Conclusion and Suggestions

Taken as a whole, the findings demonstrate that the American newspapers in the sample did not
engage with the May 27, 1960, coup through debates over democratic legitimacy. Instead, standardized wire-
service formats, Cold War strategic priorities, and news-value-driven sensational framing proved
determinative. The Syngman Rhee / South Korea parallel that recurs in the coverage indicates that this approach
was not unique to Turkey but reflected a broader pattern by which the American press of the period treated
political upheaval in anti-communist allies with similar priorities. For Turkish-American relations
historiography, the significance of these findings lies in the function of the press as an indicator no less
revealing than official diplomacy: the transformation of Menderes's image from "loyal ally" to "strongman"
may be read as the public-sphere reflection of Washington's strategic distance from the Democratic Party
government. This study proposes a replicable research model demonstrating that primary sources gathered
from dispersed digital newspaper archives can be systematically analyzed through classical source criticism
methods. Future research directions include a systematic scan of major national newspapers such as The New
York Times and The Washington Post to clarify the content differentiation between provincial and national
press; a comparison of American press findings with official US diplomatic documents (such as the Foreign
Relations of the United States series); and an examination of British, French, and German press approaches to
the May 27 coup to provide a comparative Western perspective on Turkey's international image during this
period.

Keywords: May 27, 1960, Coup, Adnan Menderes, American Press, Cold War, Turkish-American
Relations, Yassiada Trials.
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Résumé Structuré:
Introduction et objectif de I’étude

Le coup d’Etat militaire du 27 mai 1960 et les procés de Yassiada qui s’ensuivirent constituent 1’un
des épisodes les plus controversés de I’histoire de la République turque. Si les dimensions politiques,
constitutionnelles et militaires de ce processus au niveau national ont été largement étudiées dans
I’historiographie turque, la maniére dont il a été relayé dans la presse provinciale et régionale américaine n’a
pas encore fait I’objet d’une analyse systématique. Le partenariat stratégique turco-américain, qui a débuté
avec la doctrine Truman de 1947 et s’est consolidé avec 1’adhésion de la Turquie a ’OTAN en 1952, a fagonné
le cadre dans lequel 1’opinion publique américaine percevait la Turquie comme un allié fid¢le défendant les
frontiéres orientales du monde libre contre le communisme pendant la Guerre froide. Dans ce contexte, la
présente étude vise a déterminer dans quel cadre historique les bouleversements politiques survenus en Turquie,
qui constituait le flanc sud-est de ’OTAN pendant la Guerre froide, ont été présentés au public américain.
L’étude cherche a répondre a trois questions de recherche principales : (1) Dans quel contexte historique la
presse américaine a-t-elle présenté le gouvernement Menderes au cours de la période précédant le coup d’Etat,
et selon quelles priorités thématiques a-t-elle rendu compte de I’intervention militaire et du procés ? (2) Dans
quelle mesure les enjeux stratégiques de la Guerre froide ont-ils déterminé le cadrage de la couverture
médiatique ? (3) Quelle différenciation qualitative peut-on observer entre les dépéches des agences de presse
et les productions journalistiques indépendantes en termes de profondeur du contenu et de présentation des
données historiques ?

Cadre conceptuel et contextuel

Cette étude s’appuie sur ’historiographie des relations turco-américaines et s’inscrit dans la lignée
des travaux existants consacrés a I’ére du Parti démocrate (1950-1960). L’adhésion de la Turquie a ’OTAN
en 1952 et son engagement de troupes dans la guerre de Corée reflétaient une orientation clairement pro-
américaine en matiére de politique étrangere. Cependant, a partir de 1954 en particulier, les restrictions
imposées a la presse, la répression des activités de I’opposition et la création de la Commission d’enquéte
(Tahkikat Komisyonu) le 18 avril 1960 ont marqué un virage de plus en plus autoritaire dans la politique
intérieure. La priorité stratégique accordée par I’administration Eisenhower (1953—-1961) a la Turquie en tant
qu’allié indispensable contre I’expansionnisme soviétique a fait que les tendances autoritaires de la politique
intérieure turque sont restées secondaires dans les calculs de Washington. Une dimension importante mais peu
explorée est la question de savoir dans quelle mesure le rapprochement économique turco-soviétique au cours
des derniéres années du régne du Parti démocrate a influencé les évaluations américaines du coup d’Etat. Cette
étude ne trouve aucune preuve d’un tel lien dans les journaux analysés, un résultat cohérent avec la nature de
la couverture médiatique, largement alimentée par les dépéches d’agence. L’étude considére les journaux
américains non pas comme des vecteurs d’information neutres, mais comme des documents historiques
reflétant la perception qu’avaient les Turcs de 1’opinion publique américaine au cours de la période concernée.

Méthode

Le fondement méthodologique de cette étude repose sur une approche d’enquéte historique s’appuyant
sur la critique classique des sources. Vingt-cinq articles de presse publiés entre 1959 et 1963 dans neuf journaux
américains différents ont été utilisés comme sources primaires. Ces journaux ont été sélectionnés dans
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différentes régions géographiques et parmi des publications s’adressant a des lectorats variés, ce qui a permis
une évaluation historique a plusieurs niveaux de la perception de la Turquie au sein de 1’opinion publique
américaine. Des procédures de critique externe et interne ont été appliquées en paralléle. Au cours de la phase
de critique externe, le titre du journal, le lieu de publication, la date, le type de source (agence de presse ou
journalisme indépendant), I’affiliation a une agence et la présence ou non d’une signature ont été¢ consignés
pour chaque texte. Au cours de la phase de critique interne, le ton de la présentation, la cohérence entre le titre
et le contenu, ainsi que la maniére dont un méme événement était présenté dans différents journaux ont fait
I’objet d’une évaluation comparative. L’ensemble des sources a €té déterminé par échantillonnage raisonné.
Les articles ont ¢été numérisés via le projet « Chronicling America » de la Bibliothéque du Congrés,
Newspapers.com et des archives numériques de journaux. Les termes de recherche « Menderes », « coup d’Etat
en Turquie », « Yassiada », « proces turc » et « Adnan Menderes » ont été utilisés, la période chronologique
définie entre 1959 et 1963 couvrant la fin du gouvernement Menderes, le coup d’Etat et les trois années
suivantes. Un échantillon supplémentaire de 108 pages de journaux différentes, issues des archives numériques
de la Bibliothéque du Congres, a été numérisé afin de confirmer la visibilité générale des actualités relatives a
la Turquie dans la presse américaine de I’époque.

Résultats et discussion

L’analyse historique de la couverture médiatique américaine dresse un tableau complexe de la manicre
dont le coup d’Etat du 27 mai 1960 et les procés de Yassiada ont été pergus outre-Atlantique. Le constat le plus
marquant est le revirement radical de ’attitude de la presse américaine envers Menderes : présenté en février
1959 par *The Smyrna Times* comme un « allié loyal » et un « dirigeant fort et dynamique », Menderes a été
redéfini comme un « homme fort typique » a la suite des manifestations étudiantes d’avril 1960. Les preuves
documentaires de ce revirement apparaissent trés clairement dans 1’article de fond publié par The Evening Star
le 28 avril 1960, une source primaire originale qui n’avait jusqu’alors pas été identifiée dans la recherche
universitaire turque. Lors de la couverture médiatique du coup d’Etat, la principale préoccupation des Etats-
Unis était le maintien de I’alliance au sein de ’OTAN. La déclaration de loyauté envers ’OTAN faite par le
Comité de I'unité nationale et son écho dans chaque article consacré a ce processus indiquent que, pour
I’opinion publique américaine de I’époque, le changement de régime en Turquie n’était pas une question de
démocratie, mais une question de stabilité stratégique. Cette approche axée sur la stratégie a ¢galement créé
les conditions d’une négligence systématique de la dimension juridique du processus judiciaire. La presse
américaine n’a retenu que les affaires sensationnelles parmi les dizaines jugées a Yassiada ; les questions
juridiques fondamentales telles que la structure du tribunal d’exception, les droits de la défense et la 1égitimité
constitutionnelle étaient presque totalement absentes de la couverture médiatique. Une couche de données
historiques qualitativement distincte a été produite par des publications journalistiques indépendantes
(I’analyse en allemand du *Washington Journal*, le reportage de la communauté juive publié¢ par *The Arizona
Post*, I’analyse post-exécution et I’évaluation de 1962 de *The Evening Star*, ainsi que ’article de *The
Chronicle* de 1963), par opposition aux dépéches standardisées des agences AP et UPL

Conclusion et suggestions

Dans I’ensemble, les résultats démontrent que les journaux américains de 1’échantillon n’ont pas
abordé le coup d’Etat du 27 mai 1960 sous I’angle de débats sur la légitimité démocratique. Au contraire, les
formats standardisés des agences de presse, les priorités stratégiques de la Guerre froide et un traitement
sensationnaliste dicté par la valeur informative se sont avérés déterminants. Le paralléle avec Syngman Rhee
et la Corée du Sud, qui revient réguliérement dans la couverture médiatique, indique que cette approche n’était
pas propre a la Turquie, mais reflétait une tendance plus large selon laquelle la presse américaine de 1’époque
traitait les bouleversements politiques chez ses alliés anticommunistes avec des priorités similaires. Pour
I’historiographie des relations turco-américaines, 1’importance de ces résultats réside dans le role de la presse
en tant qu’indicateur tout aussi révélateur que la diplomatie officielle : la transformation de 1’image de
Menderes, passant de « fidéle allié » a « homme fort », peut étre interprétée comme le reflet, dans la sphere
publique, de la distance stratégique prise par Washington vis-a-vis du gouvernement du Parti démocrate. Cette
étude propose un modele de recherche reproductible démontrant que les sources primaires issues d’archives de
journaux numériques dispersées peuvent étre analysées de manicére systématique a 1’aide de méthodes
classiques de critique des sources. Les axes de recherche futurs comprennent un examen systématique des
principaux journaux nationaux tels que le New York Times et le Washington Post afin de clarifier la
différenciation des contenus entre la presse régionale et la presse nationale ; une comparaison des résultats
issus de la presse américaine avec les documents diplomatiques officiels des Etats-Unis (tels que la série
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Foreign Relations of the United States) ; et une analyse des approches adoptées par la presse britannique,
francaise et allemande face au coup d’Etat du 27 mai afin d’offrir une perspective occidentale comparative sur
I’image internationale de la Turquie durant cette période.

Mots-clés : 27 mai 1960, coup d’Etat, Adnan Menderes, presse américaine, Guerre froide, relations
turco-américaines, procés de Yassiada.

Resumen Estructurado:
Introduccion y objetivo del estudio

El golpe de Estado militar del 27 de mayo de 1960 y los posteriores juicios de Yassiada constituyen
uno de los episodios mas controvertidos de la historia de la Reptblica Turca. Si bien las dimensiones politicas,
constitucionales y militares internas de este proceso han sido analizadas en profundidad en la historiografia
turca, atin no se ha investigado de forma sistematica la forma en que se reflejo en la prensa provincial y regional
estadounidense. La alianza estratégica turco-estadounidense, que se inici6 con la Doctrina Truman de 1947 y
se consolidd con la adhesion de Turquia a la OTAN en 1952, configurd el marco en el que la opinion publica
estadounidense percibia a Turquia como un aliado leal que defendia las fronteras orientales del Mundo Libre
frente al comunismo durante la Guerra Fria. En este contexto, el presente estudio tiene por objeto determinar
en qué marco histdrico se presento al publico estadounidense la agitacion politica en Turquia, que constituia el
flanco sureste de la OTAN durante la Guerra Fria. El estudio pretende responder a tres preguntas de
investigacion principales: (1) (En qué contexto historico presento6 la prensa estadounidense al Gobierno de
Menderes en el periodo previo al golpe de Estado, y con qué prioridades de contenido transmiti6 la intervencion
militar y el proceso judicial? (2) ;En qué medida las preocupaciones estratégicas de la Guerra Fria determinaron
el enfoque de la cobertura informativa? (3) ;Qué diferenciacion cualitativa puede observarse entre las noticias
de las agencias de prensa y los productos periodisticos independientes en cuanto a la profundidad del contenido
y la presentacion de los datos historicos?

Marco conceptual y contextual

Este estudio se basa en la historiografia de las relaciones turco-estadounidenses y se inscribe en la
investigacion existente sobre la era del Partido Democrata (1950-1960). La adhesion de Turquia a la OTAN en
1952 y su aportacion de tropas a la Guerra de Corea reflejaron una clara orientacion proestadounidense en la
politica exterior. Sin embargo, especialmente a partir de 1954, las restricciones a la prensa, la limitacion de las
actividades de la oposicion y la creacion de la Comision de Investigacion (Tahkikat Komisyonu) el 18 de abril
de 1960 marcaron un giro cada vez mas autoritario en la politica interna. La prioridad estratégica que la
Administracion Eisenhower (1953-1961) otorgd a Turquia como aliado indispensable frente al expansionismo
soviético hizo que las tendencias autoritarias en la politica interior turca quedaran en un segundo plano en los
calculos de Washington. Una dimension significativa, aunque poco explorada, es la cuestion de como influyd
el acercamiento econdmico turco-soviético en los Gltimos afios del gobierno del Partido Democrata en las
valoraciones estadounidenses del golpe de Estado. Este estudio no encuentra pruebas de tal asociacion en los
periddicos analizados, un hallazgo coherente con la naturaleza de la cobertura, basada en las agencias de
noticias. El estudio aborda los periddicos estadounidenses no como portadores neutrales de informacion, sino
como documentos histdricos que reflejan la percepcion turca de la opinion publica estadounidense en el periodo
en cuestion.

Metodologia

La base metodoldgica de este estudio es un enfoque de investigacion histérica fundamentado en la
critica clasica de las fuentes. Se utilizaron como fuentes primarias veinticinco articulos periodisticos publicados
entre 1959 y 1963 en nueve periddicos estadounidenses diferentes. Estos periddicos se seleccionaron de
distintas regiones geograficas y de publicaciones dirigidas a distintos publicos, lo que permitid realizar una
evaluacion historica multifacética de la percepcion de Turquia en la opinién publica estadounidense. Se
aplicaron en paralelo procedimientos de critica externa e interna. En la fase de critica externa, se registraron
para cada texto el titulo del periddico, el lugar de publicacion, la fecha, el tipo de fuente (agencia de noticias o
periodismo independiente), la afiliacion a una agencia y la autoria del articulo. En la fase de critica interna, se
evaluaron comparativamente el tono de la presentacion, la coherencia entre el titular y el contenido, y la
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presentacion del mismo acontecimiento en diferentes periddicos. El conjunto de fuentes se determin6 mediante
un muestreo intencional. Los articulos se escanearon a través del proyecto «Chronicling Americay» de la
Biblioteca del Congreso, Newspapers.com y archivos digitales de periddicos. Se utilizaron los términos de
busqueda «Menderes», «golpe de Estado en Turquia», «Yassiada», «juicio turco» y «Adnan Menderesy,
estableciéndose el periodo 1959-1963 como marco cronologico que abarcaba la etapa final del gobierno de
Menderes, el golpe de Estado y los tres afios siguientes. Se escaned ademas un conjunto adicional de 108
paginas de periddicos diferentes procedentes del archivo digital de la Biblioteca del Congreso para confirmar
la visibilidad general de las noticias relacionadas con Turquia en la prensa estadounidense de la época.

Resultados y discusion

El analisis historico de la cobertura de la prensa estadounidense ofrece una imagen interrelacionada
de como se percibieron al otro lado del Atlantico el golpe de Estado del 27 de mayo de 1960 y los juicios de
Yassiada. El hallazgo mas destacado es el brusco cambio en la actitud de la prensa estadounidense hacia
Menderes: presentado en febrero de 1959 por The Smyrna Times como un «aliado leal» y un «lider fuerte y
dinamico», Menderes paso6 a ser calificado de «hombre fuerte tipico» tras las protestas estudiantiles de abril de
1960. La evidencia documental de este cambio se aprecia con mayor claridad en el articulo de perfil publicado
por The Evening Star el 28 de abril de 1960, una fuente primaria original que no habia sido identificada
anteriormente en la investigacion académica turca. Durante la cobertura del golpe de Estado, la principal
preocupacion de Estados Unidos fue el mantenimiento de la alianza de la OTAN. La declaracion de lealtad a
la OTAN del Comité de Unidad Nacional y su reflejo en todas las noticias relacionadas con el proceso indican
que, para la opinion publica estadounidense de la época, el cambio de régimen en Turquia no era una cuestion
democratica, sino una cuestion de estabilidad estratégica. Este enfoque orientado a la estrategia también cred
las condiciones para que se ignorara sistematicamente la dimension juridica del proceso judicial. La prensa
estadounidense selecciond unicamente los casos sensacionalistas de entre las docenas juzgadas en Yassiada;
cuestiones juridicas fundamentales, como la estructura del tribunal extraordinario, los derechos de la defensa
y la legitimidad constitucional, estuvieron casi totalmente ausentes de la cobertura. Los productos periodisticos
independientes (el analisis en aleman del *Washington Journal*, el reportaje sobre la comunidad judia de *The
Arizona Post*, el analisis posterior a las ejecuciones de *The Evening Star* y su evaluacion de 1962, asi como
el articulo de *The Chronicle* de 1963) generaron una capa de datos historicos cualitativamente distinta, en
contraposicion a los informes estandarizados de las agencias de noticias AP y UPL

Conclusion y sugerencias

En conjunto, los resultados demuestran que los periddicos estadounidenses de la muestra no abordaron
el golpe de Estado del 27 de mayo de 1960 a través de debates sobre la legitimidad democratica. En su lugar,
resultaron determinantes los formatos estandarizados de las agencias de noticias, las prioridades estratégicas
de la Guerra Fria y un enfoque sensacionalista impulsado por el valor informativo. El paralelismo con Syngman
Rhee y Corea del Sur, que se repite en la cobertura, indica que este enfoque no era exclusivo de Turquia, sino
que reflejaba un patréon mas amplio por el que la prensa estadounidense de la época trataba las convulsiones
politicas en los aliados anticomunistas con prioridades similares. Para la historiografia de las relaciones turco-
estadounidenses, la importancia de estos hallazgos radica en la funcion de la prensa como indicador no menos
revelador que la diplomacia oficial: la transformacion de la imagen de Menderes, de «aliado leal» a «hombre
fuertey, puede interpretarse como el reflejo en la esfera publica del distanciamiento estratégico de Washington
respecto al gobierno del Partido Democrata. Este estudio propone un modelo de investigacion replicable que
demuestra que las fuentes primarias recopiladas a partir de archivos digitales dispersos de periédicos pueden
analizarse sistematicamente mediante métodos clasicos de critica de fuentes. Las lineas de investigacion futuras
incluyen un analisis sistematico de los principales periddicos nacionales, como *The New York Times* y *The
Washington Post*, para aclarar la diferenciacion de contenidos entre la prensa provincial y la nacional; una
comparacion de los hallazgos de la prensa estadounidense con documentos diplomaticos oficiales de EE. UU.
(como la serie *Foreign Relations of the United States*); y un examen de los enfoques de la prensa britanica,
francesa y alemana respecto al golpe de Estado del 27 de mayo, con el fin de ofrecer una perspectiva occidental
comparativa sobre la imagen internacional de Turquia durante este periodo.

Palabras clave: 27 de mayo de 1960, golpe de Estado, Adnan Menderes, prensa estadounidense,
Guerra Fria, relaciones turco-estadounidenses, juicios de Yassiada.
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CrpykrypupoBanHoe Pe3ome:
Beenenue u nejb uccaeJ0BAHUSA

Boennriii nepesopor 27 mas 1960 roma u mocienoBaBLIME 3a HUM SICChIaJICKME NPOLIECCHI
MPE/CTABISIOT cO0OW OAMH W3 caMbIX CIIOPHBIX S3MH3070B B HMcropunm Typenkoi PecnyOmukm. Xots
BHYTPEHHHE IIOJUTUYECKHE, KOHCTHTYLHOHHbIE M BOEHHBIE acCIEeKThl 3TOro Iporecca ObUTH IOIpOoOHO
M3y4YeHBl B TYypeUKOH ucTtopuorpaduu, To, Kak OH OCBEIAJCS B aMEPUKAaHCKOM NpPOBHHIMAIGHOH H
pEerHOHANBHOM IIpecce, MO CHUX IHOp HE OBUIO CHCTEeMaTHYECKH HCCIEe0BaHO. Typenko-aMepHKaHCKOoe
CTpaTeruueckoe MapTHEPCTBO, HauaBmreecs ¢ «Jlokrpunsl TpymdsHa» 1947 rona u ynpouusieecs 6narogaps
Berymiennto Typuun B HATO B 1952 roay, cdopmupoBano pamke, B KOTOPBIX aMepUKaHCKas
0O0IIIeCTBEHHOCTh BOCHpPHHUMAaNA TypIMIO KaK BEPHOTO COIO3HMKA, 3AIIHIIAIOIIEr0 BOCTOYHBIE TPAHMUIIBI
«CBoboHOTO MHpa» OT KOMMYHHM3Ma B IEpHO] XOJOAHOM BoMHBL. Ha 3ToM (oHe maHHOE HccieqoBaHHE
HAaIpaBJIeHO Ha OMpeJeNICHHEe TOTO, B KAKMX MCTOPHYECKUX paMKax IMOJIMTHYECKHE ToTpsiceHus B Typiuw,
cocTaBIsIBIIEH 10r0-BocTOYHEIN (manr HATO B meproa X0omomHON BOWHEI, MPEICTaBISUINCH aMEPUKaHCKOM
obmmecTBeHHOCTH. MccnenoBanue CTpeMUTCS OTBETUTH Ha TPH OCHOBHBIX MCCIEOBaTeNbCcKuX Bompoca: (1) B
KaKOM HCTOPHYECKOM KOHTEKCTE aMepHKaHCKasl IIpecca IpeICTaBisIa IpaBUTesIbcTBO MeHepeca B epHo,
MPE/IIECTBOBABIINH TEPEeBOPOTY, W C KaKHMH INPHOPUTETAMH B COJEPKaHHMHM OHA OCBelajla BOCHHYIO
MHTEpBEHINIO M CcyneOHbId mpomecc? (2) B kakoil cremeHM cTpaTernmyeckue COOOpaXKeHHs Iephoza
«XOJIOMHON BOWHBI» OMPENEISIN paKypc ocBenleHusi coObitTmii B HOBOCTX? (3) Kakue kavecTBEHHBIE
pa3nuuus MOXKHO HaOJIIOJaTh MEXIy COOOIIEHUSMH WH(GOPMAIMOHHBIX AareHTCTB M HE3aBUCHUMBIMHU
KYPHATUCTCKUMH MaTepHallaMi C TOYKH 3PEHUS TIyOHHBI COACPKaHWS W MPEACTABICHUS HCTOPHUIECKUX
JTAaHHBIX ?

KOH[IEHTyaJ]])H])le U KOHTEKCTYAJIbHbIC PaMKH

JlanHOE WCCleOBaHWE OCHOBAHO Ha MCTOpPHOTpaduM TYPEIKO-aMEpHUKAHCKUX OTHOIICHWH W
BIIMCBHIBAETCSl B CYHIECTBYIOIME HaydHbIE PaOOTHI, NOCBAMEHHBIE dnI0Xe JleMokpaTnueckoi mapruu (1950—
1960 rr.). Berynnenne Typuun B HATO B 1952 roay m HanpasiieHue ero Boick Ha Kopelickyro BoWHY
OTpakaJld sIBHYIO IPOAMEPUKAHCKYIO OPHEHTALIMIO BO BHEIIHeH nonutuke. OfHako, B yacTHOCTH, ocne 1954
rojja OrpaHUYEHUs Ha JIeSTENbHOCTb IPECCHI, TOIaBIECHUE ONMO3UIUOHHBIX ABWKEHUN U co3ianue 18 ampens
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1960 roma Cnencrennoii komuccuu (Tahkikat Komisyonu) crann mpusHakamu Bce Ooliee aBTOPHTapHOTO
MOBOPOTA BO BHYTpeHHeH nonutuke. CTpaTerndecKuii IpHOPHUTET, OTAAHHBIA aIMUHHUCTpAIue Dii3eHxayspa
(1953—-1961) Typunu Kak He3aMEHIMOMY COIO3HHKY B O0pH0O€ C COBETCKUM SKCIIAHCMOHU3MOM, O3HAYaJ, YTO
aBTOPUTApHBIC TEHACHINH BO BHYTPEHHEH MOJMTHKE TypUHUHM OCTaBaIHCh BTOPOCTEHNEHHBIMH B pacueTax
Bammnarrona. BaxxHbIM, HO HEIOCTATOYHO MCCIIEIOBAHHBIM ACTIEKTOM SIBIISICTCS BOIPOC O TOM, KaK TypEeUKO-
COBETCKOE SKOHOMHUYECKOE CONIKEHNE B MIOCIEAHUE TObI NpaBieHNs [leMOKpaTHIeCKOl MapTHH HOBIUSIIO
Ha aMepHKaHCKHE OLIEHKH IlepeBopoTa. B TaHHOM ncciienoBaHny He OOHAPYKEHO JOKa3aTeNbCTB TAKOH CBS3H
B OTOOpaHHBIX ra3erax, YTo COIVIACYETCSl C XapaKTEepPOM OCBELICHUS COOBITHH, OCHOBAaHHBIM Ha MaTepHaniax
MH(OPMaLMOHHBIX areHTCTB. B ucciej0BaHnN aMepUKaHCKHE Ia3eThl PACCMATPUBAIOTCS HE KaK HEWTpallbHbIE
HOcuTeNM MHGOPMALMM, a KaK MCTOPUYECKHE JOKYMEHTBI, OTpa)XKaloUlMe TYpPEelKOoe BOCIPHATHE
aMEPHUKaHCKOTO 0OIIECTBEHHOTO MHEHUS B COOTBETCTBYIOIIU MEPHO.

Meton

MeTooorn4eckoii  OCHOBOM ~ JaHHOTO  HUCCIEJOBAHMS  CIYXXUT IOAXOA  HCTOPUYECKOTO
WCCIIEZIOBaHMS, OCHOBAHHBII Ha KIACCHYECKOM KPHUTHKE MCTOYHMKOB. B KauecTBe MEpBOMCTOYHHMKOB OBIIH
WCIIONIB30BaHbI ABAIATh MITh HOBOCTHBIX CTaTeH, OITyOIMKOBaHHKBIX B mepuos ¢ 1959 mo 1963 rox B neBaru
Pa3IMYHBIX aMEPUKAHCKHX ra3eTax. DT ra3eThl ObUIM OTOOPaHBI U3 pa3HbIX TeorpapuIecKuX PErnoHOB U U3
U3JAaHAN, OpPHUEHTHPOBAaHHBIX HAa pasHyl0 YHTATENbCKYyI0 AayIUTOPHUIO, 4YTO MO3BOJIHIIO MPOBECTU
MHOTOYPOBHEBYIO HCTOPHYECKYIO OIIEHKY BOCHPHATHS TypIMH B aMEpUKaHCKOM OOIIECTBEHHOM MHEHHHU.
ITapaienbHO NPUMEHSAINCH NPOLEyphl BHEIIHEN U BHYTpEeHHEN KpUTUKHU. Ha 3Tane BHEMIHeW KPUTHUKY U1
KaXJOro TeKcTa (UKCHUpOBaNuMCh Ha3BaHME Ta3eThl, MECTO IyOJHMKallM, JdaTa, THI HCTOYHHKA
(MHpOPMaMOHHOE areHTCTBO WJIM HE3aBHCHUMas JKYPHAINCTHKA), MPUHAAJICKHOCTh K areHTCTBY M CTaTyC
aBTopcTBa. Ha »3Tame BHyTpeHHEH KpUTHKH IIPOBOJWIACH CpPaBHUTENBHAS OICHKA TOHA H3JIOKEHHUS,
COTJIACOBAHHOCTH MEXJy 3aroJIOBKOM M COJAEP)KaHUEM, a TAK)KE OCBELICHUS OJHOTO M TOTO K€ COOBITHS B
pa3HBIX ra3erax. MaccuB HCTOYHUKOB ObUT c(hOPMHUPOBAH Iy TEM IieJICHANpaBIeHHON BEIOOPKH. CTaThu ObLTH
OTCKaHUpOBaHBI ¢ moMompio mpoekTa «Chronicling Americay bubmmoreku Konrpecca, caiira
Newspapers.com u LOU(QPOBEIX apXWBOB Ta3eT. lcronp30BaMCh IOMCKOBBIE TEPMHHBI «MeHzaepec»,
«mrepeBopoT B Typrmm», «flccuana», «rypenkuii cyaeOHbsI npouece» u «AnHaH MeHzaepecy, IpH 3TOM B
Ka4eCTBE XPOHOJIOTUICCKUX T'paHUIl OBLTH ycTaHOBJICHHI 1959—1963 romel, 0XBaThIBaOIHE 3aKITFOUUTEIHHBII
nepuo[ mpaBieHus MeHepeca, caM IepeBopoT U MOCIeyIomue TpH rojaa. JomomauTensHbIH Habop u3 108
pa3IMYHBIX Ta3eTHBIX CTpaHUIl U3 IHdpoBoro apxuBa bubamorekn Konrpecca ObLT OTCKAaHHPOBAH IS
MOATBEPKIIEHUST OOIIEH OCBENIEHHOCTH HOBOCTEH, CBSI3aHHBIX ¢ Typliuei, B aMepUKaHCKOW Mpecce TOro
nepuosa.

Pe3y.11 bTAaThbl U oﬁcymeﬂne

HcTopuyeckuii aHaIM3 OCBEIICHHUS COOBITHH B aMEPHKAHCKHMX ra3eTax JaeT IEJOCTHYIO KapTHHY
TOTO, Kak nepeBopoThl 27 Mast 1960 roga u cyaeOHbIe iporiecchl Ha Slccuajie BOCIPUHUMAIUCH 110 Ty CTOPOHY
ATtnantuky. Hanbosnee 3aMeTHBIM BBIBOJIOM SIBIISIETCS] PE3KHI pa3phbiB B OTHOIIEHUH aMEPUKaHCKON TIPECCHI K
Mennepecy: npencraBieHHbINH B peBpaiie 1959 roxa razeroit « The Smyrna Times» kak «BepHBII COFO3HUK» U
«CWIBHBIH, TUHAMUYHBINA JHAep», MeHnepec ObII MepeoneHeH KaK «TUIWYHBIA CHIIBHBIH YeJIOBEK» I0cie
CTy/IeHUEeCKHX TIpoTecToB ampenst 1960 ronma. /lokyMmeHTanbHOE MOATBEPXKICHHWE 3TOTO C/ABUTA Hambosee
HATJBITHO TIPOCIISKUBAETCS B MpoduibHON craThe ra3eThl « The Evening Star» ot 28 ampens 1960 roga —
OpUTHHAJIIFHOM TIEPBOMCTOYHUKE, paHee HE YNMOMMHABIIEMCS B TYpeLKOHl Hay4HOH iuTepaType. B xoxme
OCBEIIIEHUs TepeBopoTa rinaBHoi 3a60toit CILIA 6bu10 coxpanenue anbsiica HATO. Jleknapanus Komurera
HaIlMOHAJIFHOTO enuHCTBa 0 JosmbHOCTH HATO u e€ oTpaxeHne Bo BceX MaTepHaslaX, CBA3aHHBIX C 3THM
MPOIIECCOM, CBHACTEIBCTBYIOT O TOM, YTO JJIsI aMEePHUKAHCKOW OOIIECTBEHHOCTH TOTO MIEpHoIa CMEHa PEeXIMa
B Typuunu 6pl1a HE BOIPOCOM AEMOKPATHH, @ BOIIPOCOM CTPATETHUECKON CTA0MIBHOCTH. DTOT CTPATETNIECKH
OPMEHTHUPOBAHHBIA TOAXOM TAaKKe CO3Majl YCIOBHSA JUII CHCTEMaTHYECKOTO WTHOPHPOBAHUS IPAaBOBOTO
acriexTa cyJe0HOro Impouecca. AMeprUKaHcKas pecca oTOMpana U3 JAECSTKOB JIeN, pacCMaTPUBABIIMXCS Ha
Slccplafe, TONBKO CEHCAllMOHHBIC; (yHIaMeHTaNbHBIE MPABOBBIE BOIPOCHI, TaKHe KakK CTPYKTypa
4ype3BBIYAHOTO CyJAa, MpaBa 3allUTbl M KOHCTUTYLMOHHAsS JETHTHUMHOCTb, IPAKTUYECKH IOTHOCTBHIO
OTCYTCTBOBAJIM B OCBEIICHHU COObITHH. KauecTBeHHO MHOM CIIOM MCTOPHYECKHX JAHHBIX OBl chopMHUpOBaH
HE3aBUCHMBIMH XXYPHAIUCTCKUMU MaTepHajaaMy (aHAINTHYECKAs CTaThsl HA HEMELIKOM si3bIke B « Washington
Journaly, penoptax o eBpeiickoii oomuHe B «The Arizona Post», aHanmu3 coObITHII TOCIIE Ka3HU U OlleHKa 1962
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roma B «The Evening Star», a Ttarkke cratess 1963 roma B «The Chronicle») B oriamume ot
CTaHIAPTU3UPOBAHHBIX COOOIICHUI HHPOopMannoHHBIX areHTcTB AP 1 UPL.

3akiI0yeHHe U peKOMeHAaluH

B menoMm mnosydeHHBIE pe3yibTaThl MOKA3BIBAIOT, YTO aMEPHUKAHCKHE Ta3eThl, BKIIOYCHHBIC B
BEIOOpKY, HE paccMaTpuBaiy mepeBopoT 27 Mas 1960 roma yepes mpu3My AUCKYCCHI O HEMOKPaTHUECKON
JETUTUMHOCTH.  HampoTHB, ONIpenensiomyl0 pojib  CBHIIpaId  CTaHAAPTH3UPOBAaHHBIC  (OpPMATHI
MH(OPMALMOHHBIX areHTCTB, CTPATErHYecKHe MPUOPHUTETHI «XOJOAHOW BOWHBD M CEHCALMOHHAs Iojava
MarepuajoB, OPUEHTUPOBAaHHAs Ha HOBOCTHYIO HeHHOcTh. [lapamnens ¢ Ceiaman Pu u lOxnoii Kopeei,
KOTOpast TOBTOPSIETCS B OCBEILIEHUH COOBITHH, YKa3bIBaeT Ha TO, YTO TAKOH ITOJIXO0J1 HE ObII YHUKAJIBHBIM JIJIs
Typuun, a otpaxan 0ojee NIMPOKYIO 3aKOHOMEPHOCTh, B COOTBETCTBHHU C KOTOPOH aMEepHKaHCKas Ipecca TOro
neprosia paccMaTpUBaja IOJUTUYECKHE IOTPSCEHHUS B aHTHKOMMYHHCTHUYECKHX COIO3HBIX CTpaHax c
AHAJIOTWYHBIMHU TpuopuTeTamMu. [yl ncropuorpaduu Typeuko-aMepHKaHCKUX OTHOLICHUH 3HaYCHUE ITHX
BBIBOJIOB 3aKIII0YAETCs B TOM, YTO IIpecca BHICTYIAST B Ka4yeCcTBE HHIUKATOPA, HE MEHee T0Ka3aTeIbHOTO, YeM
odunMaNIbHas JUIUIOMATHS: TpaHchopManuoo obpa3a MeHziepeca M3 «BEPHOI'O COIO3HHKA» B «CHIBHOTO
JHUACPA» MOXKHO HHTEPIPETHPOBATh KaK OTPaXeHUE B MyOINYHOI chepe CTpaTerniecKoro TUCTaHIIUPOBAHUS
BammHrToHa or mpaBuTenbcTBa JleMOKpaTHueckod NapTUM. B JaHHOM HCCIIeOBaHHMH TNPEIJIaraeTcs
BOCIIPOM3BOJMMAsl HCCIIEI0BATENbCKAS MOJIEIb, TEMOHCTPUPYIOIIAs, YTO NMEPBOMCTOYHHKH, COOpDAHHBIC W3
Pa3pO3HEHHBIX IHQPOBBIX apXUBOB TIa3eT, MOXXHO CHCTEMATHYECKH aHAIU3HPOBATH C IOMOIIBIO
KJIaCCUYECCKUX METOAO0B HUCTOYHUKOBECICHUS. By}lyL[II/Ie HanpaBJICHUA I/ICCJ'ICZ[OBaHI/Iﬁ BKJIFOHAKOT
CHUCTEMATHUYCCKHI aHaIM3 KPYMHBIX HAIMOHAIBHBIX Taszer, Takux kak «The New York Times» u «The
Washington Post», ¢ 11e7Ibl0 BBISICHEHHS pa3iiMuuiil B COJCPKaHUU MEX/y IPOBUHIIMAILHON M HALIMOHAJILHOM
NPECCOii; CpaBHEHHE PE3YJIbTATOB aHAIN3a aMEPHKAHCKOW MPEcchl ¢ O(QHIHMAIbHBIMH AUIUIOMATHYECKUMHU
nokymentamu CIIA (takumu kak cepust «Foreign Relations of the United States»); a Takke usydeHue
HOXONOB OpUTAHCKOH, (DPAHIy3CKOM M HEMENKOHW mpecchl K mepeBopoTy 27 mas st (OPMHUPOBAHUS
CPaBHHUTENILHOMU 3aIaJHOH IIEPCIEKTHBEI B OTHOICHIH MEXAYHAPOIHOTO UMUIKa TypLUH B 3TOT IIEPHO.

KuiroueBble ciioBa: 27 mas 1960 r., nepeBopot, AnHan MeHaepec, aMepruKaHCKasl Ipecca, X0JI0 Hast
BOWHA, TypeIKO-aMepUKaHCKNE OTHOLICHUSI, SIcChIaZICKHe POIECCHI.

T IRI:
3 1 U=y 3R ST

27 T3, 1960 BT I TATIAC 3R TP dTE; P TS e | RIS & Sfagil Bt Jad
faarere gersl # Q e &1 gaife 39 Ufshdr & Wl Ioi-ifaeh, Jae e 3R 37 ugqsil &t ol &
3feT ke B Tue U I Sffe B 1 8, Afth1 RO aie A gg smRe! vidig 3R e o F uRarfara
gofT, 3T 3nelt dep HafRUT T S e T B

TR 0o TEeR, Ry IS 1947 b T RIGid I 88 IR 1952 H ! & Arel
7 Tt 819 A GeE 83, 3 99 & Bl SR Rl Foryeh ded SR SiHd gl bl 2d I b GRIM
TraTE & FRAeTs qad 3y o1 gdf Srsit ot e 33 aTd U IWIeR Tgantt & &0 & 3@ 59 guyH
& R, 39 3ege &1 350 U8 uiia o 7 1% <fid g & SR et & cféror-gdf @i &1 71eq
HRA AT g1 | JoHiad SUd-GUd P SARS oFar & JHe [y UagiRie o & Miar v foean
T 7| T8 ST i1 T R Uil b1 IR Wil 8: (1) AR I 7 dRedruere ¥ Ugd &1 3afy o
A WFHR P! fory Ui Teuf & vrqa foran, $iR I I=01 558 3R YobeH o) ufehar & fa
T Trufirsmarstt o Ty ot faam (2)

i g &1 IFfae el 3 TR SHavs & BT @ f5d g ae Fufia fear () amsh
DI TR 3R UARRIE SeT &1 uxgfa & HrHe o arR-ufdy Raef 3k Wada umeiiar Sare! & s @
O UG o1 off bl 67
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AU 3R yfire g
g g ol-3AR®! Yael o fagr-oed W 3nud 8 3R g &1 SHIkhied uref g
(1950-1960) TR He[eT fagdT & HiR RIUd B 8|

1952 B e & gl & i 1 SR FIRaAs g & AP & de A fagw Hifa o te Wy
3T qrd® T 1 ST gTifer, IS TTJ 1954 F o1, U9 ufasel, fauef niafaftm w sigpw,
3R 18 3T, 1960 P ST SANT (ATEHIDHT HITRIT) Bt RATTT A TR IS T TP gl g3 aTI=Ie!
UgRI BT b feTT| SMESTFETER TR (1953-1961) RT Tifggd faxdrarg & faars we et
edIh & =Y H ol Pl UM Urufiiesdl G &1 Haes oT i amfired & TurHmelt & Jebt o1 1
ot & arTRITet ugfrat Mor et | T Hea@yul At HH-BITe T S 98 9aTd § fb SHikfed
o1l & A & Sifaw gt # gal-aifaad enfiie e A dedee & IR H sMRe! sidhe | ol
AT AT | 39 e & T THRIR U3 # 59 ave & (6l YaY o1 o1s uad o e g, a8 fsey
HAS B IRR-TIT-TATd Uhfd & 3T g | T8 T MR GHER U &l dewf Y1 a8 &
w0 8t afcss Uae1Rye xdrast & U & Hal ¢ off Yafdd sfafy o skt ardefes @ & aR &
I B YR &Y g2 §

fafy

T YT BT UGATTd YR TRATT TN A WR M1eTRd U g S =P g1 =
ST AN AR T H 1959 3R 1963 & & YBTRIT U=y JHRR Gl BT IUTRT UTifis
Fidl & =0 H fobar maT| 37 IR U= &1 fafie Hinifere ast 3ik f3fie urge ovif ! Ieifd & ard
Wﬂéﬁ@fﬂmwmw&rﬁﬁﬁqﬁa%wﬁgﬁﬁ YRUT &1 Th §g-W1d UfaeTId Jedide
g B Th T

e 3R SR ST UfhaT THHIGR U & AR S TS | ST8<T STara-T aR0T #, YA Urs
& foIe GHRR U3 &1 XN&, UHTRA &1 R, fafd, Jd &1 UeR (@R afdy a1 Wda uaeiian), Toidt
TG, 3R Srare & R ool Bt TS| SR STaraT =9R01 H, TRdfa & R, guf ok wneht & s
Trifar, SfR fafie THrER i # U & gl &1 Ufd 3t qaTds U 9 S ad fhar Tl Wid Yd &
IRl THATHRUT & H1egd & Fuffed foran T o7 | kel &1 ArgoRt 3iTth HiU & "ehii-ab el SR
Cﬁﬁﬁﬁr, Newspapers.com, 3R fSRied THRR U 3IfARANTR & H1eH § Wb S T |

forar T, o 1959-1963 BT HIAIHHG WHT & T4 & FHyiRa favar ma, o 387 WHR & ¢ifam
GR, TAIAC 3R I°P S1E & oI a0 Pl HaR Bl ¢

I 3afy & ARSI & Jovl-dael THERT &1 G =0 &1 S $= & fo1g Argskt 3i1h
FHI & fefred SMITRAMR ¥ 108 fafta TARR wEl & g8 &1 Ue Sifafad aqg - forar manl

e ofik ==t

AT TAMER U= &1 FHavel & WagTRie udiemr 3 U8 Uh-gik ¥ I3 g8 daR I 3 §
f& 27 115, 1960 & TEATITE AR ARG GHaH! DI Sfediicd & 39 UR B4 ol 7T |

T T Frsne Aex & ufay 3Rt U9 & 98 o oM g seemd §: WRast 1959 B § WAt
TR GRT TS "JHIER TgaNTt 3R T "Horee, 7o Adr & & § 0w fory T8 B o1 3 1960
& B foR1Y U= & a1 T "3 dHIRIE" & &0 | b I U foam a1l 39 9eard & forg veres
1&g T WY ¥ I G AT ©R' F 28 340, 1960 B NHIA a9 H @18 a1 7, S Il & e
fagmHi gRT Ugd Uga™ Tal 7T U Hifer Ui id g1 d&diudie Pt da¥sl &b SR, 3RS Bt
T T 1] e Y B ST TG AT | A=A GfeT B & e TWIGRI & BIumes SR 39 Ufhar
3 Teferd gR wavel H 34 Ufafds I a8 Yobd Haan § fs 39 T &1 siRes! wrdei—es g & forg, gasf
S URad HIE A TeT Te) afcth T UMD R T aTet o1 | 0Ha-37 2f¥apion 3
THEH Bt UfehaT & B STATH Bt Fafedd Iue & for oft aRfRufoat Ot o1 | smifke! 0 3 arftemar
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& SHTSTHTE 7T gotH1 AT & ¥ Had TG-S AT &1 g1 AT, SRTYRUT SHEIad B SRe-l, 919 &
SFYHR 3R TAUTE qerdT Sy e BT U Havel H a1 O ave F SufRyd | vt 3iR guftens
& AHBIHd aRR-Tfaw Rute! & fudid, Tda TR SdTal (QTRATe S-d & STHH-HTNT fa=evo, §
TR URe 1 a5 Ier &1 RUe, g 3afi %R & frre--ugrd faernm $ik 39 1962 & Hedio,
3R T HIHd &b 1963 P A7) gRT USRS ST P Teh UM ¥ U fAfRIy wa &1 Iare far man

frepd 3k gama

F e, ey a8 gxifd € fob 7o o 2nfire smfket THRR &l 3 27 T, 1960 & aedriee
1 WlDdiAD JUd IR S5 & HIHH J o] ol | $Hb o1, HhIpd dR-AfdH TRy, <d g B
RO TUAEHATS, SR THER-Iod-Sa1rd Se-Rael eral Hufad arfad gul

Havel H IR-IR 3 arar R &/ o wifvar g9 ge gxifar 8 & ag ee daa gef
I gt Tiftrd 18T o1, Sfces I U oaTue Ue ot gxifdr ot fod RS9 SR & 3Rt Uy 3 grdre.-
RN TEAfiral o Ioifad SUd-gud & 1Y THH WG arstt & 91y IaeR 6| g l-3mRe! dee
& 3faeT-oRaA & e, 371 st ol Aew U9 &1 39 YfiieT § fAfgd § S eifireties e fora &t
Tdhe B el Uh Yohdd & U H §: A &1 Bfa &1 "IBIeR Fgani § w=red dfdar § ufkad= &
SHIhfed UIdf WHR I qIiRiTed o1 WFHIfde g2 &1 rdeife-a= § ufafds [ o1 g g1

Tg 31eqg- Uh UA:UANT T XY HISH T TR Bl § Sf T8 Ueiid PRl § fb fa gu
fSfored THRR UF SIHAERTR ¥ U fhT T Urufies il &1 A Hid SMTaleHT Ugiad] & Hied
I afRyd ¥ ¥ fazawor fosan S wehdn g1 Hiasy & iy fezmsit & g =gt <rsr 3R g aTiiTed uRe
SR U@ P JHTER U3 BT U ogafyd Fa&(ul M g, difs Uidid 3R I8 U9 & s Irepft &
3R B WY Ha1 5 Tob; 3R U9 & Fep sl & 3fiiepie Rkt Iomiie gxas (oY fb BRa
AR 3HTth € g Wed SadN) & 1Y gaT; 3R 27 7 & deardc W fafew, wikid ofk o g
%?@%ﬁﬁgﬁ%ﬂm,mwm%aﬁwqﬁaﬁmmwwmmﬁm&u
Te foaT S 9 |

PIFS: 27 T3, 1960, TEAUC, M Had, SAR®! U9, WMd gg, I l-3mRe! da, Tritafar
qhed |

Yapilandirilmis Ozet:
Giris ve Calismanin Amaci

27 Mayis 1960 askeri darbesi ve ardindan gergeklestirilen Yassiada yargilamalari, Tirkiye
Cumhuriyeti tarihinin en tartigmali dénemlerinden birini olusturmaktadir. Bu siirecin i¢ siyasi, anayasal ve
askeri boyutlar1 Tiirk tarih yaziminda genis bigimde incelenmis olsa da siirecin Amerikan tasra ve bolgesel
basinina nasil yansidigi heniiz sistematik olarak arastirilmamistir. 1947 Truman Doktrini ile baslayan ve
1952'de Tiirkiye'nin NATO'ya katilmasiyla pekigen Tiirk-Amerikan stratejik ortakligi, Amerikan kamuoyunun
Tiirkiye'yi Soguk Savag doneminde "Hiir Diinya"nin dogu simnirlarini komiinizme karsi savunan sadik bir
miittefik olarak algiladig1 gergeveyi bigimlendirmistir. Bu arka plandan hareketle calisma, Soguk Savas
doneminde NATO'nun glineydogu kanadini olusturan Tiirkiye'deki siyasi altiist olusun Amerikan kamuoyuna
hangi tarihsel ¢er¢evede sunuldugunu belirlemeyi amaglamaktadir. Calisma {i¢ temel arastirma sorusuna yanit
aramaktadir: (1) Amerikan basini, darbe 6ncesi donemde Menderes hiikiimetini hangi tarihsel baglamda
sunmus ve askeri miidahale ile yargilama siirecini hangi icerik oncelikleriyle aktarmistir? (2) Soguk Savas'in
stratejik kaygilari, haberlerin ¢ergevelenmesinde ne dl¢iide belirleyici olmustur? (3) Ajans kaynakli haberler
ile bagimsiz muhabirlik iiriinleri arasinda, igerik derinligi ve tarihsel veri sunumu bakimindan nasil bir
niteliksel farklilagma gozlenmektedir?

Kavramsal ve Baglamsal Cerceve

Bu caligma, Tiirk-Amerikan iliskileri tarih yazimina dayanmakta ve Demokrat Parti donemine (1950-
1960) iliskin mevcut literatiir i¢inde konumlanmaktadir. Tiirkiye'nin 1952'de NATO'ya katilmas: ve Kore
Savasi'na asker gondermesi, dig politikada belirgin bir ABD yanlis1 yonelimi yansitmistir. Ancak dzellikle
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1954 sonrasinda basin iizerindeki kisitlamalar, muhalefet faaliyetlerinin engellenmesi ve 18 Nisan 1960'ta
Tahkikat Komisyonu'nun kurulmasi, i¢ siyasette giderek artan bir otoriter ydonelime isaret etmistir. Eisenhower
yonetiminin (1953-1961) Tiirkiye'yi Sovyet yayilmaciligina kars1 vazgegilmez bir miittefik olarak stratejik
oncelikli gérmesi, Tiirkiye'nin i¢ siyasetindeki otoriter egilimlerin Washington'in hesaplarinda ikinci planda
kalmasma yol agmistir. Onemli ancak yeterince incelenmemis bir boyut, Demokrat Parti iktidarinin son
yillarindaki Tiirk-Sovyet ekonomik yakinlagmasimin Amerikan basininin darbeye iliskin degerlendirmelerine
nasil yansidig1 sorusudur; bu ¢alisma, incelenen drneklemdeki gazetelerde bu yonde bir iliskilendirmeye dair
kanit bulamamistir ve bu bulgu, haberlerin ajans kaynakli niteligiyle tutarlidir. Calisma, Amerikan gazetelerini
ndtr birer bilgi tasiyicisi olarak degil, ilgili donemde Amerikan kamuoyunun Tiirkiye algisini yansitan tarihsel
belgeler olarak ele almaktadir.

Yontem

Calismani yontemsel temeli, klasik kaynak tenkidine dayanan tarihsel inceleme yaklagimidir. 1959-
1963 yillar1 arasinda dokuz farkli Amerikan gazetesinde yayimlanan yirmi bes haber, birincil kaynak olarak
kullanilmistir. Bu gazeteler, farkli cografi bolgelerden ve farkli okuyucu kitlelerine hitap eden yayinlardan
secilerek, Amerikan kamuoyundaki Tiirkiye algisinin ¢ok katmanli bir tarihsel degerlendirmesi miimkiin
kilinmustir. Dis tenkit ve i¢ tenkit basamaklari paralel bigimde isletilmistir. D1s tenkit agamasinda her metin
icin gazete adi, yayin yeri, tarih, kaynak tiirii (ajans ya da bagimsiz muhabirlik), ajans aidiyeti ve imza durumu
kayit altina almmustir. I¢ tenkit asamasinda ise haberin sunum tonu, baslik ile icerik arasindaki tutarlilik ve
ayn1 olayin farkli gazetelerdeki sunumu karsilagtirmali bi¢imde degerlendirilmistir. Kaynak havuzu, amaca
yonelik 6rneklem yontemiyle belirlenmistir. Haberler, Library of Congress'in "Chronicling America" projesi,
Newspapers.com ve dijital gazete arsivleri izerinden taranmistir. Tarama terimleri olarak "Menderes", "Turkey
coup", "Yassiada", "Turkish trial" ve "Adnan Menderes" kullanilmis; kronolojik sinir olarak Menderes
hiikiimetinin son dénemini, darbeyi ve sonraki ii¢ yili kapsayan 1959-1963 aralig1 belirlenmistir. Dénemin
Amerikan basininda Tiirkiye ile ilgili haberlerin genel goriiniirliigiinii teyit etmek amacryla Library of Congress
dijital arsivinden 108 farkli gazete sayfasindan olusan ek bir havuz da taranmistir.

Bulgular ve Tartisma

Amerikan gazete haberlerinin tarihsel incelenmesi, 27 Mayis 1960 darbesi ile Yassiada
yargilamalarinin Atlantik 6tesinde nasil algilandigina dair i¢ ige gegen bir tablo ortaya koymaktadir. En belirgin
bulgu, Amerikan basminin Menderes'e yonelik tutumundaki keskin kirilmadir: Subat 1959'da The Smyrna
Times tarafindan "sadik miittefik" ve "giiclii, dinamik lider" olarak tanitilan Menderes, Nisan 1960'taki 6grenci
protestolarinin ardindan "tipik giiglii adam" olarak yeniden tanimlanmistir. Bu déniisiimiin belgesel kanit1 en
acik bigimde The Evening Star'm 28 Nisan 1960 tarihli profil yazisinda goriilmektedir; bu yazi, Tiirk akademik
literatlirlinde daha 6nce tespit edilmemis 6zgiin bir birincil kaynaktir. Darbenin haberlestirilmesi siirecinde
Amerika'nin birincil kaygist NATO ittifakinin siirdiiriilmesi olmustur. Milli Birlik Komitesi'nin NATO
bagliligint ilan etmesi ve bunun siirecle ilgili her habere yansimasi, déonemin Amerikan kamuoyu igin
Tiirkiye'deki rejim degisikliginin demokratik bir mesele degil, stratejik bir istikrar sorunu olduguna isaret
etmektedir. Strateji odakli bu yaklagim, yargilama siirecinin hukuki boyutunun sistematik bi¢imde goz ardi
edilmesinin de zeminini olusturmustur. Amerikan basini, Yassiada'da goriilen onlarca dava arasindan yalnizca
sansasyonel olanlar1 se¢mis; olaganiistii mahkeme yapisi, savunma haklar1 ve anayasal mesruiyet gibi temel
hukuki sorular haberlerde neredeyse hi¢ yer almamistir. AP ve UPI'den gelen standartlastirilmis ajans
haberlerinin aksine, bagimsiz muhabirlik iirinleri (Washington Journal'm Almanca analizi, The Arizona
Post'un Yahudi cemaatine iligkin haberi, The Evening Star'in infaz sonrasi analizi ile 1962 degerlendirmesi ve
The Chronicle'm 1963 tarihli yazisi) niteliksel olarak farkli bir tarihsel veri katmani ortaya koymustur.

Sonuc ve Oneriler

Bulgular bir biitiin olarak degerlendirildiginde, 6rneklemdeki Amerikan gazetelerinin 27 Mayis 1960
darbesini demokratik mesruiyet tartismalar1 tizerinden ele almadigini gostermektedir. Bunun yerine
standartlastirilmis ajans formatlari, Soguk Savas'in stratejik oncelikleri ve haber degeri odakli sansasyonel
cerceveleme belirleyici olmustur. Haberlerde sik¢a tekrarlanan Syngman Rhee / Giiney Kore paralelligi, bu
yaklasimin yalnizca Tiirkiye'ye 6zgii olmadigini; donemin Amerikan basiminin anti-komiinist miittefiklerdeki
siyasi calkantilar1 benzer dnceliklerle ele aldig1 daha genis bir oriintiiyli yansittigin1 gdstermektedir. Tiirk-
Amerikan iliskileri tarih yazimi agisindan bu bulgularin énemi, basinin resmi diplomasiden daha az agiklayici
olmayan bir gosterge islevi gérmesinde yatmaktadir: Menderes'in imajinin "sadik miittefik"ten "giiclii adam"a
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doniismesi, Washington'n Demokrat Parti iktidarma yonelik stratejik mesafesinin kamuoyu diizeyindeki
yansimasi olarak okunabilir. Bu ¢aligma, daginik dijital gazete arsivlerinden derlenen birincil kaynaklarin
klasik kaynak tenkidi yontemiyle sistematik bi¢imde ¢dziimlenebilecegini gosteren, yinelenebilir bir aragtirma
modeli 6nermektedir. Gelecekteki arastirma yonelimleri arasinda, tasra basini ile ulusal basin arasindaki icerik
farklilasmasini netlestirmek amacryla The New York Times ve The Washington Post gibi biiyiik ulusal
gazetelerin sistematik bicimde taranmasi; Amerikan basint bulgularinin resmi ABD diplomatik belgeleriyle
(Foreign Relations of the United States serisi gibi) karsilastirilmasi; ve Ingiliz, Fransiz ve Alman basininin 27
Mayis darbesine yaklasiminin incelenerek bu dénemde Tiirkiye'nin uluslararast imajina dair karsilagtirmali bir
Bat1 perspektifi sunulmasi yer almaktadir.

Keywords: May 27, 1960, Coup, Adnan Menderes, American Press, Cold War, Turkish-American
Relations, Yassiada Trials.
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The May 27, 1960, Coup and The Yassiada Trials in The American Press

Introduction

The May 27, 1960, military intervention and the subsequent Yassiada trials constitute one of
the most contested processes in Turkish political history. The decade of Democratic Party rule (1950—
1960) was a period during which Turkey's Cold War foreign-policy orientation took shape, economic
development initiatives were carried out, and domestic political tensions simultaneously intensified.
The end of this era through a military intervention and the execution of the ousted Prime Minister on
the gallows profoundly affected not only Turkey's domestic politics but also Turkey's position within
the Atlantic Alliance and its international image.

The internal political, constitutional, and military dimensions of the process outlined above
have been extensively addressed in the Turkish-language literature (Weiker, 1963; Ahmad, 1977,
Erogul, 2003). However, the Atlantic reverberations of this process (particularly how it was
conveyed to the American provincial and regional press) remain an insufficiently studied field. The
Turkish-American strategic partnership that began with the Truman Doctrine of 1947 was
consolidated by Turkey's accession to NATO in 1952 and its contribution of troops to the Korean
War; this process led American public opinion to position Turkey as a loyal ally defending the eastern
borders of the Free World against communism.

Within what historical framework was the political upheaval in Turkey (constituting the
southeastern flank of NATO during the Cold War) presented to the American public? This question
offers significant data from the perspectives of both the history of Turkish foreign policy and the
history of Turkish-American relations. US-Turkey relations were built upon a complex balance
between strategic concerns and democratic values (Harris, 1972). Turkey's international positioning
during the Menderes era has been examined in detail (Hale, 2013); the perception of the Turkish
military as a "modernizing force" in American academic circles has also been documented (Lerner
& Robinson, 1960, pp. 19-44).

The study uses twenty-five news articles published between 1959 and 1963 in nine different
American newspapers as primary historical sources. The selection of newspapers from different
geographic regions and publications addressing different readerships makes possible a multi-layered
historical assessment of Turkey's perception in American public opinion of the period. The articles
are examined under three main headings in terms of content: diplomatic and strategic news, news
related to the trials and private life, and long analytical pieces and editorials.

The political crisis and military intervention at the end of the Democratic Party era have been
addressed from different perspectives within the context of the formation dynamics of modern
Turkey (Ahmad, 1993). While studies addressing Western viewpoints also exist, a systematic
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historical examination of the American provincial and regional press is absent from these works
(Mango, 2004; Yavuz, 2009). This study aims to fill that gap.

The coverage of major American newspapers regarding the same period has been partially
examined. In an unpublished master's thesis on The New York Times, 114 articles published between
May 1959 and September 1961 were analyzed (Reyes, 2018). That thesis was used as a basis for
comparison in this study due to its comprehensive systematic survey. The New York Times's
independent journalistic articles systematically followed developments in Turkey; comprehensive
analyses published after the coup addressed events in a multidimensional manner. However, that
thesis was limited to The New York Times. This research aims to fill the gap in the American
provincial press and uses The New York Times articles as a comparative control source.

The study aims to reveal the historical perspective from which the American press addressed
the May 27 coup and the Yassiada trials. The research seeks to answer three fundamental questions:
Within what historical context did the American press present the Menderes government before the
coup, and with what content priorities did it convey the military intervention and trial process? To
what extent did the strategic concerns of the Cold War determine the framing of the news coverage?
What qualitative differentiation can be observed between wire-service reports and independent
journalistic products in terms of depth of content and presentation of historical data?

Historical Background of the Road to the Coup

Turkey's transition to a multi-party political system is directly linked to the international
conjuncture shaped in the aftermath of the Second World War. The Democratic Party, established in
1946, came to power peacefully through the elections of May 14, 1950. As Aydemir has documented,
this transfer of power signified not merely a change of government but an indicator of the
transformation of Turkey's entire political-economic orientation (Aydemir, 1976). A work of
empirical documentation on the transition to a multi-party system conveys the dimensions of this
transformation through firsthand testimonies (Birand, Diindar & Capli, 1991).

During the Democratic Party era, Turkey's accession to NATO in 1952 and its deployment
of troops to the Korean War reflected a clear pro-American line in foreign policy. However,
especially after 1954, press restrictions, the curtailment of opposition activities, and the establishment
of the Investigation Commission in 1960 signaled an increasingly authoritarian turn in domestic
politics (Toker, 1991). The Investigation Commission was an extraordinary parliamentary
commission of fifteen members (all Democratic Party deputies) established by the Grand National
Assembly of Turkey on April 18, 1960, to investigate the "subversive activities" of the Republican
People's Party and the press. Endowed with sweeping powers of investigation and prosecution over
universities, the press, and political opposition, the commission's establishment was interpreted as a
violation of the constitutional order and constituted one of the main triggers of the escalation during
the April 27-May 27, 1960, period. In the economic sphere, unplanned growth generated inflationary
pressures (Boratav, 2003); structural contradictions deepened (Keyder, 1987). This economic picture
provides the backdrop for situating the strategic concerns that the American press would display
during the coup period within a broader context of domestic turmoil. The escalation of authoritarian
tendencies alongside economic crisis rendered the legitimacy of Democratic Party rule questionable
(Ahmad, 1993, pp. 121-126).

How this domestic political picture was viewed by the United States is important for
contextualizing the press articles examined in this study. The Eisenhower administration (1953—
1961) viewed Turkey as an ally that must be retained on the southeastern flank of the alliance against
Soviet expansionism; this strategic priority meant that authoritarian tendencies in Turkey's domestic
politics remained secondary in Washington's calculations. The regional security framework shaped
in the Middle East under the Eisenhower Doctrine proclaimed in 1957 further reinforced Turkey's
strategic value from the US perspective. Turkish foreign policy of the period advanced largely along
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the pro-Western line charted by Foreign Minister Fatin Riistii Zorlu; Zorlu was the principal architect
of NATO and Atlantic alliance-oriented policy and one of the direct interlocutors of American
foreign-policy circles. The systematic comparative assessment of the convergence or divergence
between the official US position and the newspaper articles examined in this study requires a separate
archival-based investigation; the present study confines itself to placing the articles against the
backdrop of that official position without answering that question.

In the final years of Democratic Party rule, the economic dimension of Turkish-American
relations also became strained. The government, which had relatively easy access to American credit
and aid facilities in the early years of its tenure, encountered a contraction of these facilities in the
second half of the 1950s due to growing foreign debt and balance-of-payments problems. Unable to
obtain the financing needed for major industrial investments from the West to the degree it wished,
the government in its final months turned toward economic rapprochement with the Soviet Union
and some contacts were recorded in this direction (Erogul, 2003; Boratav, 2003). Some Turkish
sources (Erogul, 2003; Boratav, 2003) argue that this foreign-policy orientation also played a role in
America's changing attitude toward the Democratic Party government and its rapid recognition of
the post-coup administration. However, no evaluation associating Turkish Soviet economic
rapprochement with the coup was found in the American newspaper articles examined in this study.
The articles in the sample presented the coup primarily through the lens of domestic political
instability and the maintenance of the NATO alliance rather than economic causes and made no
direct reference to Turkey's economic contacts with the Soviet Union. This finding is consistent with
the tendency of provincial and local newspapers in the sample to reflect the wire-service-driven
strategic frame rather than foreign-policy analysis.

A significant turning point of this period was the events of September 67, 1955. Following
the spread of false news that a bomb had been thrown at the house in Thessaloniki where Atatiirk
was born, widespread attacks against properties belonging to Greek, Armenian, and Jewish
minorities in Istanbul occurred; the events profoundly shook not only Greek Turkish relations but
also the domestic order picture of Democratic Party rule. These events later constituted one of the
gravest cases in which Menderes and his cabinet were tried at the Yassiada trials five years later;
thus, although the 1955 developments fall outside the chronological scope of this study, they
resurfaced as a historical reference frequently invoked in the 1960—-1961 American press coverage.
In the trial coverage, the events were summarized as "the organization of bloody anti-Greek riots."

On the morning of May 27, 1960, Menderes and members of the cabinet were arrested as a
result of the military intervention. Among the defendants tried before the Supreme Court of Justice
(Yiksek Adalet Divani) established at Yassiada, Menderes, Zorlu, and Polatkan were sentenced to
death. Zorlu and Polatkan were executed on September 16, 1961, and Menderes on September 17,
1961, on Imral1 Island. The trial process constitutes a controversial juncture in Turkey's history of
democracy.

The finding that Menderes progressively tilted the balance between authority and democracy
in favor of authority in the road to the coup is frequently emphasized in the field literature (Tachau,
1984); the dynamics of charismatic leadership in weakening institutional controls also accelerated
this drift (Heper & Sayari, 2002). The structural and institutional background of the intervention has
been addressed on two axes: on the one hand, center-periphery polarization (Mardin, 1973, pp. 169-
190), and on the other, the historical development of the military's political autonomy (Sakallioglu,
1997, pp. 151-166). The planning process of the coup has been documented firsthand in Ihtilalin
Igyiizii (The Inside Story of the Coup); the political quests of the post-coup period have been recorded
in a journalistic narrative (Ipek¢i & Cosar, 1965; Arcayiirek, 1985).
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The methodological foundation of this study is a historical investigation approach based on
classical source criticism. Each newspaper article has been treated as a primary source within this
framework. External and internal criticism procedures were applied in parallel. In the external
criticism phase, the newspaper title, place of publication, date, source type, agency affiliation, and
byline status were recorded for each text. In the internal criticism phase, the presentation tone,
consistency between headline and content, and the same event's presentation in different newspapers
were comparatively evaluated. Within this framework, the publication date, source type (wire service
or independent journalism), the newspaper's place of publication and readership profile, and the
primary subject matter were determined separately for each article; the texts were thus addressed
both individually and comparatively. Newspapers were evaluated not only as information sources
but also as historical documents reflecting Turkey's perception in American public opinion of the
period.

The large majority of the twenty-five articles examined are from wire services, namely
Associated Press or United Press International. The predominance of wire-service sources explains
why articles in different newspapers bear such strong resemblances to one another. Wire-service
articles represent the standardized transmission format of the American press, while signed analytical
pieces, such as

The Evening Star's post-execution signed analysis, The Arizona Post's Jewish community
article, Washington Journal's German-language assessment, The Nome Nugget's signed coup
articles, The Smyrna Times article, and The Farmville Herald editorial provide a more in-depth layer
of historical data. The wire-service/independent journalism distinction has been systematically
observed in terms of source criticism. The records listed in Table 1 are based on this rationale. The
Turkish renderings of the articles have been translated by the author from the original English and
German texts unless otherwise indicated in a footnote.

Table 1. Research Sample

No  Newspaper Date Source Type Content Category

1 | The Smyrna Times 19.02.1959 | Independent (signed) Diplomatic-strategic
2 | The Key West Citizen | 21.04.1960 AP Diplomatic-strategic
3 | The Evening Star 28.04.1960 ' Independent (signed) Diplomatic-strategic
4 | The Key West Citizen | 02.05.1960 AP Diplomatic-strategic
5 | The Key West Citizen | 14.05.1960 AP Diplomatic-strategic
6 | Atlanta Daily World 21.05.1960 | UPI Diplomatic-strategic
7 | The Nome Nugget 27.05.1960 ' Independent (signed) Diplomatic-strategic
8 | The Nome Nugget 27.05.1960 | UPI Diplomatic-strategic
9 | The Nome Nugget 01.06.1960 ' Independent (signed) Diplomatic-strategic
10 | Atlanta Daily World 17.06.1960 AP Diplomatic-strategic
11 | Washington Journal 01.07.1960 ' Independent (signed) [German] Diplomatic-strategic
12 | The Sunday Star 04.07.1960 | AP Diplomatic-strategic
13 | The Arizona Post 08.07.1960 | Independent (signed) Diplomatic-strategic
14 | The Key West Citizen/ | 01.11.1960 AP Trial and private life

The Nome Nugget
15 | The Nome Nugget 21.11.1960 | AP Trial and private life
16 | The Evening Star 05.01.1961 | AP Trial and private life
17 | The Evening Star/ The | 15.09.1961 AP Trial and private life
Key West Citizen

18 | The Evening Star 18.09.1961 | AP (extended) Trial and private life
19 | The Nome Nugget 18.09.1961 AP Trial and private life
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20 | The Evening Star 28.09.1961 | Independent (signed) Long analysis / editorial
21 | The Nome Nugget 16.10.1961 AP Diplomatic-strategic
22 | The Farmville Herald 20.10.1961 | Independent editorial Long analysis / editorial
23 | The Evening Star 22.05.1962 | Independent (signed) Long analysis / editorial
24 | The Evening Star 19.10.1962 @ AP Diplomatic-strategic
25 | The Chronicle 06.12.1963 | UPI (signed) Long analysis / editorial

The primary sample of the twenty-five articles examined is shaped predominantly around
the American provincial and regional press and the capital newspaper The Evening Star. Major-
circulation national newspapers such as The New York Times and The Washington Post are not
included in the primary sample; they are evaluated as comparative control sources. An additional
pool of 108 different newspaper pages from the Library of Congress digital archive was scanned to
confirm the general visibility of Turkey-related news in the American press of the period. The scan
confirmed that Turkey-related news attracted relatively widespread coverage during the coup and
trial period, whereas it virtually disappeared from the provincial press agenda in the post-execution
period.

Despite all these limitations, the study makes two original contributions. First, according to
the literature survey conducted through the completion date of the article, this is the first systematic
historical research on the perception of Turkey by the American provincial and regional press during
the 1960 period. Second, the study presents primary data (The Evening Star's April 28, 1960,
"strongman" profile and The Nome Nugget's early election record of October 16, 1961) that have not
previously been used in Turkish academic literature.

The Pre-Coup Period in the American Press
Turkey's Image as a Strategic Ally (1959)

In the sample examined, coverage of the Menderes government shows clear signs of a shift
in attitude between the pre-coup and post-coup periods. Articles published in early 1959 present a
picture dominated by the diplomatic and strategic perspective. In The Smyrna Times's article of
February 19, 1959, titled "A Staunch Friend of America Speaks," the struggle of Menderes and
Foreign Minister Fatin Riistii Zorlu against communism in the name of Western solidarity was
narrated with praise ("A Staunch Friend of America Speaks," 1959). According to the article, "Since
1950, Prime Minister Adnan Menderes's strong and dynamic policies have brought Turkey to a
position of great influence in world politics." The fact that Turkey "directly confronts communism
on every front"; that it was the first country to send aid volunteers to Korea; that it "holds the line
against direct communist infiltration in the Middle East where the West has retreated" was
emphasized. It was stated that Foreign Minister Zorlu "carries the banner of Western solidarity
against communist imperialism at every major conference of East and West," dealt communists "his
greatest blow at the Bandung Conference by effectively blocking an anti-Western resolution," and
that "the conference adopted his version." The article concludes with the observation that "Turks may
be counted as faithful friends of America in word and in every need, because of their policies and
their belief in the policies and ideals of the U.S."

The fact that the article constitutes an independent commentary distinguishes it from wire-
service coverage and offers a different historical assessment. In it, Menderes and Zorlu are presented
as figures embodying Turkey's positioning on the West-East axis of the Cold War; political capital
is read as an extension of geopolitical loyalty.
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The Escalation of the Crisis and the Shift in Article Content (April-May 1960)

From April 1960 onward, the tone of coverage changed fundamentally. The Key West
Citizen's wire-service article of April 21, 1960, covering events in Istanbul, drew a striking parallel
between Turkey and South Korea: "Turkey, like South Korea did recently, has declared martial law"
("Martial Law Proclaimed After Riots in Istanbul," 1960). This South Korea parallel recurs in several
later articles and signals that the American press was approaching Turkey's crisis through a
standardized Cold War framework. The article noted that the demonstrations in Istanbul triggered by
the creation of the Investigation Commission had turned violent; it also pointed out that the
Commission was a fifteen-member parliamentary commission composed entirely of Democratic
Party deputies established on April 18, 1960.

Menderes's firm stance also appeared in the coverage as tensions escalated. The Key West
Citizen's article of May 2, 1960, reported that Menderes had "said he would crush any future anti-
government demonstrations quickly and ordered soldiers to fire if needed" ("Quick Moves to Squelch
Riots Seen," 1960). This statement is significant as it reveals the authoritarian attitude adopted by
Menderes at the final stage before the coup. The article noted that "martial law was declared in
Ankara, Istanbul, and other cities in the country" after the clashes; "the demonstrators were dispersed
using tear gas."

In another article dated May 14, 1960, clashes in Izmir were reported; the article stated that
approximately 4,000 young people chanting "Menderes resign" faced off against the Prime Minister's
supporters, police and military units dispersed the crowd without serious loss of life, but tension
remained at a peak in the region ("Demonstration For, Against Menderes Held," 1960). As the report
noted, Menderes promised at a speech upon his arrival that "if the public maintained calm, new
parliamentary elections would be held"; this was "the first public statement by the Prime Minister
about the ballot box since the student events in Istanbul and Ankara on April 28-29." Atlanta Daily
World reported on May 21, 1960, clashes that broke out during the reception ceremony for Indian
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru in Ankara; it reported that tear gas was used against approximately
1,000 anti-government demonstrators, and that the incidents broke out as the automobile carrying
Menderes and Nehru approached a square in the city center where approximately 30,000 people were
waiting ("Demonstrators in Turkey Tear Gassed," 1960). The South Korea parallel that recurs in the
coverage suggests that the American press was conveying international events through similar
patterns during the Cold War period.

An examination of the three articles together clearly documents the shift in attitude toward
the Menderes government in the American press. The expression "strong and dynamic policies" from
February 1959 was replaced, in April-May 1960, by the expressions "crush quickly," "order to fire,"
and "tear gas." The same government that had been presented as "America's staunch ally" was, three
months before the coup, already being described in a language of suppression of protests.

"Strongman'' Profile: The Evening Star's Assessment of Menderes (April 28, 1960)

An important source published in the capital press in April 1960, as the crisis escalated, that
was not encountered in the literature survey conducted by the author is The Evening Star's profile in
its April 28, 1960, "Headline Personality" column, titled "Menderes Is Typical Strongman Leader"
("Menderes Is Typical Strongman Leader," 1960). This profile constitutes one of the most important
primary documents of this study. The article is not a wire-service product; as an independent
journalistic piece, it offers a specific assessment of Menderes.

The profile notes that Menderes comes from a wealthy family in Aydin, attended izmir
American College, studied law, entered politics first in the ranks of the Republican People's Party,
and then in 1946 became one of the founders of the Democratic Party. The evaluation of Menderes
as "America's loyal friend" predominated in his early political career; the positive relationship with
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the United States was described as a reflection of his ideological commitment. However, as the crisis
deepened, The Evening Star redefined Menderes within the "strongman" frame. The profile clearly
states that Menderes has become a "typical strongman" facing the student protests.

The profile writing is historically valuable in two respects. First, it documents in the capital
press that the public image of Menderes in America (presented before 1960 within the "loyal ally"
frame) had by April 1960 transformed into the definition of "typical strongman." Second, the profile
is significant in terms of both the readership it addresses and the author's independent perspective it
conveys. This independent assessment stands apart from the wire-service articles that dominated the
rest of the American coverage: the profile makes a historical judgment whereas wire-service articles
primarily provide factual information.

Menderes's personal image changed markedly in the pre-coup period. Presented in February
1959 as "America's loyal friend" and "strong, dynamic leader," Menderes was, by April-May 1960,
depicted in the language of one ordering suppression of demonstrations, ordering soldiers to open
fire, and declaring martial law. The Evening Star's April 28, 1960, profile, which redefined Menderes
as a "typical strongman" by name, constitutes the most explicit documentary evidence of this image
shift.

The May 27 Coup and Initial Reactions
The Coup's Reflection in the American Press

The May 27 coup was covered across a wide spectrum from the most remote local
newspapers in the US to the capital press. A signed article in The Nome Nugget conveyed the
development of the coup in detail: "Prime Minister Adnan Menderes's government was overthrown
this morning by a military coup led by General Cemal Giirsel" (Hudgins, 1960). According to the
article, the coup "began at midnight and was practically complete by 04:00 in the morning"; it was
reported that "armored brigades and thousands of infantry units entered all strategic cities and towns
from one end of the approximately 1,300 km-wide country to the other." The article noted that "state
radio announced that the army took control of the government," and that the coup "was carried out
under the command of 38 high-ranking officers but without the knowledge of the head of the army."

It was reported that the coup was completed at dawn, that "the army controls the government"
was announced on state radio, and according to the article, "no civilian resistance was encountered.”
The piece stated, "Menderes is said to be in custody." The article also noted that "students and the
intelligentsia who supported the coup demonstrated in the streets, while supporters of Menderes
remained silent."

The coverage of this period clearly reveals the American press's attitude toward the military
intervention. Wire-service articles, while using the word coup, did not present it in a negative context.
On the contrary, the formulations "fall of the strongman regime" and "the people's relief" were
adopted. This attitude is consistent with the prevailing framework in which the American press had
redefined Menderes as a "strongman" in the months preceding the coup.

The United States' Response in the Context of NATO and the Cold War

In another article by The Nome Nugget of the same date (May 27, 1960), remaining entirely
within a strategic perspective, US confidence in the new Turkish government was emphasized:
"American officials said today that despite the overthrow of Prime Minister Menderes's government,
Turkey will continue to honor its security pacts with the West" ("U.S. Confident New Turkish
Government Will Honor Pacts with West," 1960). According to the article, the United States was
watching the situation in Turkey "closely," but there was confidence that Turkey "would honor the
commitments already made under NATO and other security pacts." The article reveals that in the
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sampled newspaper coverage, the coup in Turkey was framed not around the question of democratic
legitimacy but around the issue of NATO alliance continuity.

In The Nome Nugget's signed article of June 1, 1960, it was reported that post-coup arrests
had begun, that "the revolutionary government moved to wipe out political activities in Turkey with
a scattering of arrests" (McKinley, 1960). The coverage indicated, "those arrested included not only
Menderes and members of his cabinet, but also many deputies, bureaucrats, and businesspeople
associated with the former Democratic Party government." This detail is significant as one of the
first records of the political scope of the post-coup purge.

Independent Journalistic Analyses and Community Perspectives

In this same period, the qualitative gap in historical data between wire-service articles and
independent analyses becomes evident. Atlanta Daily World's article of June 17, 1960, offers a
broader historical perspective beyond the strategic gaze. In the article, "One of the darkest omens of
the Cold War that has caused deep concern in the Western world, the use of masses as a political
weapon, has increasingly been brought to the stage" was stated as a key observation; it was reported
that Tokyo's mass uprisings had forced President Eisenhower to cancel his visit; these events were
said to have occurred only two months after the demonstrations that ended the governments of
Syngman Rhee in South Korea and Adnan Menderes in Turkey. The article also noted that Rhee's
fall in Korea and Menderes's fall in Turkey occurred exactly one month apart; the most striking
finding was the information that the Turkish Army's action immediately following the Istanbul
uprisings surprised American officials ("Political Mob Weapon Growth Worrying West," 1960). This
last finding, at most, reflects a journalistic account that some American officials of the period were
caught by surprise; on its own it does not constitute evidence as to whether the US administration
had advance knowledge of the coup.

Washington Journal's extensive German-language analysis of July 1, 1960, argued that the
revolutionary officers wanted not just the overthrow but also the political destruction of Menderes.
The article maintained that Menderes's strength rested on the rural vote, that the peasantry's support
for the Democratic Party was so solid that it could not be liquidated by the coup alone, and that this
was seen by the revolutionary subcommittee as a major source of concern ("Wohin steuert die
Tiirkei?", 1960). This prediction would indeed be confirmed by the 1961 election results and the rise
of the Justice Party.

A signed article in The Arizona Post conveys a valuable record from a different community
perspective by covering the reaction of Turkey's Jewish community to the coup. According to the
article, "the generally politically inactive Turkish Jewish community adopted a 'wait-and-see'
attitude" toward the coup (Cohen, 1960). The community's concern was not about democratic
legitimacy but about the security of minority rights and the future of economic relations. This news
(published in a publication addressing the Jewish community of Tucson, Arizona) provides a rare
document on how an ethnic minority reading community in the US followed a development in the
political life of an allied country.

A brief article in The Sunday Star of July 4, 1960, reported that "Menderes was condemned
at a rally held in his hometown." According to the article, at a rally held in Aydmn, "some of
Menderes's former constituents openly condemned him" and "this event was interpreted as a sign
that the coup had found support even in his home region" ("Menderes Denounced at Hometown
Rally," 1960). This news is an early record that provides a clue about the regional social basis of the
post-coup political rearrangement.

The geographic distribution of the newspapers reflects the reach of Turkey-related coverage
during the Cold War period, though this spread may also owe much to the breadth of the AP and UPI
distribution networks. From The Nome Nugget in Alaska to The Key West Citizen in Florida, from
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The Evening Star in Washington, D.C., to The Sunday Star and The Arizona Post, reporting on
Turkey spread from the capital to peripheral localities.

The Yassiada Trials
The Character of Coverage During the Trial Period

Before moving to the trial coverage in the American press, it is necessary to briefly touch on
the legal character of the court; for the American newspapers' conveyance of the Yassiada cases
through a sensational lens is partly related to the unusual structure of this court. The Supreme Court
of Justice was an extraordinary tribunal established by Law No. 1 of June 12, 1960, and composed
of nine judges. The court's president was Salim Basol, a judge seconded from the regular judiciary;
the other eight members were lawyers appointed by the National Unity Committee. Unlike the
ordinary courts, the court had no formal statute of limitations, had authority over broad criminal
categories, and operated under exceptional procedural rules. The defence rights of the defendants
were significantly restricted in practice, and the court structure made it vulnerable to criticism from
the standpoint of fair trial principles.

Conspicuous selectivity characterizes the manner in which the trial process was reflected in
the American press. Among the dozens of cases heard at Yassiada, those that attracted the attention
of American journalists were largely cases bearing sensational elements. Here "sensationalism" is
used to describe the fact that American coverage selected from among the legally and historically
complex cases of the Yassiada proceedings those with the most dramatic human-interest dimension.

Pl

The most striking of these was the case related to Menderes's "mistress."

The Nome Nugget's article of November 21, 1960, covered the attempt of Speaker of the
National Assembly Refik Koraltan to bring a young German woman to Turkey, described as "medical
supplies." According to the article, "Speaker Refik Koraltan, age 71, who faces the death penalty as
a result of the trials, tried to bring a young German blonde to Turkey under the pretext of medical
goods" ("Turkish Assembly President Accused of Importing Blonde," 1960). This headline
exemplifies the extent to which the American press selected sensational content from the trials.

Neglect of the Legal Dimension and Focus on Sensational Cases

The historical evaluation of the coverage during the trial period confirms the prominence of
focus on sensational cases. All three trial articles examined are from wire services; not a single signed
independent analysis appears in any of them. This situation indicates that American journalists did
not conduct first-hand reporting on the Yassiada trials but rather reproduced the standardized frame
of agency news.

This selectivity shows that the American press conveyed the trial process not from a legal
perspective but from a human-interest perspective. The constitutional legitimacy of the trials, the
defendants' right to a defence, the legal dimension of the extraordinary court structure, and the
political background of the indictments were virtually absent from the coverage.

The Evening Star's article of January 5, 1961, reported that Menderes was "found guilty on
charges that he personally organized the bloody anti-Greek riots five years ago"; it stated that "the
court issued a ruling today that Menderes would be kept under guard until the final verdict was
announced" ("Menderes Held for Sentencing," 1961). The reference to the September 6-7 events
constitutes one of the important historical sections of the trial coverage; however, the article limited
itself to conveying the court's decision without addressing the legal-historical dimension.

Wire-service articles during the trial period focused on sensational content. This tendency
reflects a pattern to which the American press frequently resorted when covering legal proceedings
in foreign countries. AP and UPI correspondents preferred to highlight dramatic elements likely to
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capture the interest of American readers: personal relationships, exceptional dramatic scenes, and
unexpected revelations. The legal dimension (the structure of the court, defence conditions,
indictment texts) was not part of this preferred frame.

The same articles also reveal how limited American press knowledge remained about the
judicial process in Turkey. Basic information about the Supreme Court of Justice's structure, the
qualifications of the judges, and the conditions of defence attorneys was absent from the coverage.
This limitation is consistent with the wire-service dominance of the sample: in-depth reporting
requires a correspondent on the scene over an extended period; yet long-term correspondent
assignments at Yassiada were an exception rather than a standard feature of American news
production in this period.

The Execution Decisions and the Executions
The Coverage of the Execution Decisions

The announcement of the execution decisions was the most extensively covered phase in the
American press. The Evening Star and The Key West Citizen reported on September 15, 1961, that
"fifteen former Turkish officials, including deposed Prime Minister Adnan Menderes, were
sentenced to death today for acts violating the constitution during 10 years of civilian dictatorship"
("Turkey Decrees Death for Deposed Leaders," 1961). According to the report, the sentences were
subject to review; a spokesman stated that if approved by the 22-member military junta currently
governing the government, the defendants would be executed within 24 hours. The article stated that
Celal Bayar, 77, had "stood without any sign of emotion as he heard his fate pronounced," while "62-
year-old Menderes was in a state of collapse in the hospital on this prison island." According to the
same article, among those sentenced to death along with Bayar and Menderes were former Foreign
Minister Fatin Riistii Zorlu, former Finance Minister Hasan Polatkan, and former Speaker of the
National Assembly Refik Koraltan. The court, composed of six civilian and three military judges,
also handed down a total of 32 life sentences and 447 prison sentences ranging from 4 to 15 years.
Of the fifteen death sentences handed down by the Supreme Court of Justice, the National Unity
Committee approved only three at its meeting of September 15, 1961: the decisions concerning Fatin
Riistii Zorlu, Hasan Polatkan, and Adnan Menderes. The death sentences of the other convicts,
including Celal Bayar, were commuted to life imprisonment on grounds of advanced age and other
reasons. In accordance with the approved decisions, Zorlu and Polatkan were executed on September
16, 1961, and Menderes on September 17, 1961, on Imrali Island.

The American press closely followed the execution decisions in terms of numerical precision
and scene detail, but once again did not engage with the legal and political background of the
decisions. The extraordinary character of the Supreme Court of Justice, the political calculations
behind the approval of only three of the fifteen executions, and the reasons for Bayar's commutation
went unquestioned; the process was presented as an administrative procedure conveyed through a
spokesperson. This approach by the press deflected the reader's attention away from questions about
the rule of law toward the defendants' ages and their demeanour during the hearings.

The Conveyance of the Execution Process as Human Tragedy

The Evening Star's article of September 18, 1961, is the most comprehensive text covering
the executions. "The 62-year-old former Prime Minister who was once worshipped in Turkey shared
the fate of two senior members of his former cabinet who were sent to the gallows" ("Menderes
Hanged Secretly by Ruling Turkish Junta," 1961). According to the article, former Foreign Minister
Fatin Riistii Zorlu and former Finance Minister Hasan Polatkan were executed in the early hours of
Saturday morning (September 16, 1961); Menderes took an overdose of sleeping pills upon hearing
the decision, and his execution was postponed until medical experts determined his health was
adequate, and the execution took place the following day (September 17, 1961). Zorlu's execution
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moment was narrated in its human dimension: "According to official witnesses, Zorlu helped the
executioner place the noose around his neck. With his hands tied behind him, Zorlu bent his head to
help and said: 'I'm sorry. If my hands were free, | would put the noose on myself" ("Menderes
Hanged Secretly by Ruling Turkish Junta," 1961). The article conveyed biographical information
about Menderes's wealthy family in Aydin, his education at Izmir American College, his status as a
War of Independence veteran, in a chronological narrative emphasizing the tragic arc from "once
beloved leader" to the gallows.

The Nome Nugget on the same date covered the event with the headline "Adnan Menderes,
Once Idol of Turkey, Dies on the Gallows" ("Adnan Menderes, Once Idol of Turkey, Dies on the
Gallows," 1961). According to the article, "Adnan Menderes, who was once the idol of Turkey, died
on the gallows on Sunday for crimes committed against the constitution during his 10-year rule as
Prime Minister." The article also stated that Menderes's two former cabinet members (former Foreign
Minister Fatin Zorlu and former Finance Minister Hasan Polatkan) were executed before him on
Saturday.

The historical evaluation of the execution articles shows that the American press in this phase
moved away from the legal framework of the trials toward a narrative of individual tragedy. Strategic
concerns (NATO, Cold War, US-Turkey relations) were barely mentioned in the execution coverage.
Instead, individual tragedy, physical details (noose, sleeping pills, hospital), and an emotional tone
came to the fore. This shift in emphasis shows that the articles were increasingly turning into a
narrative of "a statesman's fall." The details of the execution process documented in fhtilalin I¢yiizii
correspond largely with the American press's account (Ipekci & Cosar, 1965, pp. 187-203). However,
American articles avoided analyzing the political calculation behind the process.

Editorial Commentaries and Long Analytical Pieces

After the executions, two important editorial-analytical texts evaluating this process were
published in the American press. The brief editorial in The Farmville Herald documents how
astonishing the process appeared to an American reader: "The hanging of former Turkish Prime
Minister Adnan Menderes after being convicted of violating the constitution should give left-wing
politicians in the United States pause for thought. Earl Warren should be especially grateful that
violating the US Constitution is not a capital offense” ("Turks Mean Business," 1961). The
commentary, making an ironic reference to the constitutional interpretation of Chief Justice of the
US Supreme Court Earl Warren of the period, categorically departs from wire-service articles as a
text revealing how Menderes's case was being read within the US's own political discourse. The piece
shows how jarring the punishment of constitutional violation with death was in a different political
culture.

The signed analysis published in The Evening Star ten days after the executions, titled "A
Question Mark in Turkey: Execution of Menderes Poses Problem of Reliance on Allies" (Brown,
1961), represents the most comprehensive assessment of the executions from the perspective of
Turkish-American relations. The article opens with the evaluation that "Turkey is one of America's
most loyal allies in the struggle against Russia in the Cold War," and then presents the dramatic
question: "But is Turkey a reliable enough ally?" The article expressed concern that the execution of
a former leader might prevent other leaders in allied countries from making difficult decisions.
"Every leader of a friendly country must now ask himself what would happen to him if he loses," the
article argued, pointing out that Menderes's execution has "raised the question of the reliability of
governments that are overthrown in allied countries." The piece concluded with the assessments that
"Menderes's dictatorship was not a typical dictatorship" and that "a truly democratic spirit never took
root in Turkey."
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These two editorial-analytical texts show that the American press's coverage of the execution
decisions was not uniformly one-dimensional. The Farmville Herald in an ironic tone, and the signed
analysis in The Evening Star from the perspective of Cold War diplomacy on Turkey, each offer a
distinct layer of commentary from the standardized wire-service actuality.

The headlines of the articles also constitute a remarkable layer of historical record. The Nome
Nugget headline of May 27, 1960, "Military Coup Ousts Turkish Premier" appears as a neutral choice
regarding the act of ousting. The Smyrna Times's February 1959 "A Staunch Friend of America
Speaks" headline reflects a warm tone that foregrounds close friendship. The Evening Star's April
28, 1960, "Menderes Is Typical Strongman Leader" headline documents that in the intermediate
period, Menderes's perception in the American capital press was categorized as "strongman." After
the executions, The Nome Nugget's September 18, 1961, "Adnan Menderes, Once Idol of Turkey,
Dies on the Gallows" headline reflects a tragic formulation that highlights his fall by recalling
Menderes's past popularity. The Farmville Herald's "Turks Mean Business" headline with its semi-
ironic formulation about the democratic order captures the seriousness of Turkey's punishment of
constitutional violation with death.

The Post-Execution Period and Long-Term Assessments (1961-1963)
The October 1961 Elections and the Political Transition

About a month after the execution decisions were carried out, general elections aimed at
returning to civilian government were held in Turkey. The Nome Nugget's AP article of October 16,
1961, titled "Tabulations Kept Secret in Election to Produce Turkish Civil Government," documents
the process's reflection in the American press in detail ("Tabulations Kept Secret in Election to
Produce Turkish Civil Government," 1961). According to the article, "the vote count in the general
election held to choose a civilian government to replace the military junta was tonight kept behind a
veil of secrecy." "Officials abruptly cut public announcements when the count was nearly halfway
done." According to the article, "of the major parties, moderate Republican People's Party of former
President Ismet inénii and right-wing Justice Party of General Ragip Giimiispala were running nearly
neck and neck for control of Parliament." The most critical finding was: "The Justice Party, ignoring
a warning from the junta, asked for the votes of Adnan Menderes's supporters, and has visibly won
that support."

The article recorded at an early date how the coup-trial-execution sequence paradoxically
served as a springboard for the rise of the Justice Party in Turkey's domestic politics. While the tone
of the article was neutral, its underlining of the expression "ignoring the junta's warning" clearly
highlighted the tension between the military administration and the emerging political space.

Long-Term Analyses in 1962 and 1963

The Evening Star's comprehensive signed analysis of May 22, 1962, is the most
comprehensive assessment of Turkey's situation in the year and a half after the executions. In the
piece titled "Revolution at Stalemate: Disillusioned Turkey Forced to Choose Between Evils," it was
recalled that Turkey was "one of America's most loyal allies in the struggle against Russia in the
Cold War"; "but the plain truth is that this country is on the dangerous brink of economic and political
collapse" was the assessment of Turkey of the period (Noyes, 1962). The piece also evaluated
Menderes's actions in his final months, stating that "in April, a month before the end, he suddenly
put into force a series of extraordinarily dictatorial measures, including severe restrictions on
freedom of the press and the right to march in procession," and that "on May 27, the army seized
power in a bloodless coup led by 38 officers, Menderes and his cabinet with some 500 parliamentary
supporters were arrested.” The piece recorded both Menderes's and his opponents' distrust of the
democratic order with the assessment that "Turkey's strongman clearly did not trust the election
results. His opponents did not trust them either."
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The article stands clearly apart from wire-service articles as an analysis. It differs
qualitatively from the sensational articles of the preceding period in its treatment of the coup's
structural consequences, the economic crisis, and political uncertainty. This analysis clearly
demonstrates that the US's long-term concern about Turkey was not merely diplomatic alliance but
the maintenance of Turkey's domestic stability.

The Evening Star's article of October 19, 1962, reported that 258 arrested supporters of
Menderes had been released. According to the report, "The Turkish Government has been preparing
for possible problems following the release of 258 arrested supporters of Prime Minister Adnan
Menderes who was overthrown and executed last year." According to the article, under the
government's amnesty, former members of the National Assembly, Menderes's officials, and
members of the banned Democratic Party were released; however, approximately 150 persons
convicted in the trials remained in prison. According to the article, the anti-amnesty front consisted
of "students and elements within the army, that is, the May 1960 [revolutionaries] who overthrew
Menderes's repressive regime."

The Chronicle on December 6, 1963, in a UPI analysis, assessed Turkey's long-term
problems. According to the article, "from the regime of Adnan Menderes, who was overthrown and
then executed, Turkey has inherited four-nala (galloping) inflation and the headaches left by
unplanned rapid industrialization." "Two coup attempts have failed, but political unrest continues to
increase." According to the analysis, "the Justice Party is widely seen as the successor of the banned
Democratic Party, which was traditionally seen as favoring Turkish farmers who provided its core
support and was managed by Menderes" (Newsom, 1963). The piece also touched on US aid to
Turkey, stating, according to the report, that "despite $4 billion in aid, Turkey is still unable to stand
on its own." This figure, as given in the news report, is a journalistic record regarding the results of
US economic aid policy toward Turkey during the Cold War.

The two long analyses of May 1962 and December 1963, despite both being signed editorial
commentary pieces, display marked differences. The first is a crisis report in character: it conveyed
the economic collapse, the democratic impasse, and political uncertainty in the present tense; it also
captured between the lines the disillusionment in the US's gaze toward its ally. The second had gained
some distance as it was written eighteen months later; it assessed the Menderes era in the past tense
and stood on the ground of analyzing his legacy. The emphasis in this piece on the perception that
the Justice Party was the successor of the Democratic Party reinforced the view that Turkish political
life had not been interrupted but was continuing under different names.

American press interest in Turkey intensified in the first months after the coup, focused on
specific cases during the trial process, peaked with the execution decisions, and then gradually
declined. However, this declining interest did not mean Turkey fell entirely off the agenda. The
Evening Star's comprehensive analysis of 1962 and The Chronicle's 1963 assessment bear witness
to the fact that the American press continued to monitor Turkey's deep-seated problems.

Another dimension of the chronological shift in emphasis is the distribution of article types
across periods. Five of the six articles in the pre-coup crisis period were wire-service, one was a
capital-city profile, and they were predominantly wire-service-sourced. Of the seven articles in the
coup and initial-reactions period, four were wire-service and three were independent journalistic
products. All three articles in the trial period were wire-service-sourced. Of the four articles in the
execution period, three were wire-service and one was an editorial. Of the two pieces in the short
post-execution period, one was an independent analysis (The Evening Star) and one was a
diplomatic-strategic AP article (The Nome Nugget, election). Of the two articles in the long-term
analyses, one was an independent analysis (The Evening Star) and the other was a UPI analysis (The
Chronicle). The picture emerging from the distribution of articles is as follows: a) Independent

Turkish Studies, 21(3)



The May 27, 1960, Coup and The Yassiada Trials in The American Press 5357

journalism intervened only at major turning points like the coup, in the weeks immediately after the
executions, and in post-crisis assessment periods. b) In times of crisis and during the trial period, the
American press remained largely dependent on wire-service articles.

Conclusion

The historical examination of American newspaper articles yields an interlocking picture of
how the May 27, 1960, coup and the Yassiada trials were perceived beyond the Atlantic. The most
prominent finding here is that American press attitudes toward Menderes broke sharply: introduced
in The Smyrna Times article of February 1959 as a "loyal ally" and "strong, dynamic leader,"
Menderes was transformed into a "typical strongman" image following the student protests of April
1960. The documentary evidence for this break is most clearly seen in The Evening Star's profile
piece of April 28, 1960.

During the coverage of the coup, America's primary concern was the NATO alliance. The
National Unity Committee's declaration of NATO loyalty and its reflection in every piece of
coverage related to the process signals that, for American public opinion of the period, Turkey's
regime change was not a democratic issue but a strategic stability question. The strategy-oriented
approach also created the foundation for the systematic neglect of the legal dimension of the trial
process. The American press selected only sensational cases from among the dozens of cases at
Yassiada; basic legal questions such as the extraordinary court structure, defence rights, and
constitutional legitimacy went virtually unquestioned in the coverage.

Another finding that stands out in the coverage is the qualitative gulf between wire-service
articles and independent journalistic products. While AP and UPI-sourced articles remained within
standardized transmission patterns, Washington Journal's German-language analysis, The Arizona
Post's Jewish community article, The Evening Star's post-execution analysis and 1962 assessment,
and The Chronicle's 1963 piece yielded a different layer of historical data. Looking at the post-
execution period, a striking early record stands out. The Nome Nugget's election article of October
16, 1961, noted at that date that the Justice Party had risen by winning the votes of Menderes's
supporters. This early record was expressed in American public discourse as one of the first signs
that the Yassiada trials had failed to liquidate the political legacy of the Democratic Party.

Taken as a whole, the findings lead to the following conclusion: the American newspapers
assessed did not engage with the May 27, 1960, coup through debates over democratic legitimacy.
Instead, standardized wire-service formats, Cold War strategic priorities, and news-value-driven
sensational framing proved determinative. The articles examined present a historical record
concerning how one segment of the American press engaged with legal processes in an allied country
during the Cold War. The South Korea (Syngman Rhee) parallel frequently drawn in the coverage
indicates that this approach was not unique to Turkey but provides a comparative ground showing
that the American press of the period treated political upheaval in anti-communist allies with similar
priorities.

The significance of these findings for the historiography of Turkish-American relations lies
in the function of the press as an indicator no less revealing than official diplomacy. The
transformation of Menderes's image from "loyal ally" to "strongman" in the articles examined may
be read as the public-sphere reflection of Washington's strategic distance from the Democratic Party
government. The parallel between the US's rapid recognition of the new administration after the coup
and the press's framing of the coup along the axis of NATO alliance continuity is testimony to a
period in which alliance interests took precedence over democratic legitimacy concerns. In this
respect, the study provides a concrete example showing how the domestic political crises of allied
countries were conveyed to American public opinion through what priorities during the Cold War
period.
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From the perspective of Cold War press studies, the findings demonstrate to what extent the
standardizing effect of news agencies shaped the information order of the period. The predominance
of AP and UPI-sourced articles in the sample led geographically and socially distant newspapers to
publish nearly identical content. This situation shows that the provincial press conveyed international
events largely through the filter of central agencies, and that independent journalism and editorial
analysis could create an original historical layer only in a limited number of publications.
Accordingly, the study carries the character of a case study pointing to the need to examine not
individual newspapers but the entire news production mechanism of the period.

From the perspective of May 27 literature, the contribution of this study is the addition of a
new dimension to the limited number of studies that view the coup and the Yassiada trials from the
lens of the foreign press. In Turkish historiography, the May 27 process has been addressed
predominantly through the lens of domestic political dynamics and legal debates; the Atlantic
perception of the process has not been examined apart from a few studies limited to major national
newspapers. The records gathered through this study from the American provincial and local press
partially fill the gap in the literature regarding the international reception of the coup and trials; they
present previously unused primary data, in particular The Evening Star's April 28, 1960, "strongman"
profile and The Nome Nugget's early election record of October 16, 1961.

The methodological contribution of this study is its demonstration that primary sources
gathered from dispersed digital newspaper archives can be systematically analyzed through the
classical source criticism method. It was observed that the Library of Congress "Chronicling
America" project and similar digitized collections provide a productive ground for foreign press
research concerning Turkish history. In this respect, the study proposes a replicable research model
that can be followed for similar periods and events.

Several directions stand out from the perspective of future research. First, a systematic scan
of major national newspapers such as The New York Times and The Washington Post, used as
comparative control sources in this study, could more precisely reveal the content differentiation
between the provincial and national press. Second, a comparison of official US diplomatic documents
(such as the Foreign Relations of the United States series) with press findings could illuminate the
degree of convergence between official positions and public-sphere discourse. Finally, an
examination of the approach of the British, French, and German press to the May 27 coup in the
same period could, by providing a comparative framework regarding Western public opinion's
Turkey perception, place the findings of this study within a broader context.
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Amerikan Basininda 27 Mayis 1960 Darbesi ve Yassiada Yargilamalar

Giris

27 Mayis 1960 askeri miidahalesi ve ardindan gerceklestirilen Yassiada yargilamalari, Tiirk
siyasi tarihinin en tartigmali siire¢lerinden birini olusturmaktadir. Demokrat Parti iktidariin on yil
(1950-1960), Tirkiye'nin Soguk Savas donemindeki dis politika ydnelimiinin belirginlestigi,
ekonomik kalkinma hamlelerinin gerceklestirildigi ve aynm1 zamanda i¢ siyasi gerginliklerin
yogunlastigi bir donem olmustur. Bu donemin askeri bir miidahaleyle sona ermesi ve devrik
basbakanin daragacinda hayatin1 kaybetmesi, yalnizca Tiirkiye i¢ siyasetini degil, Tiirkiye'nin
Atlantik ittifaki igindeki konumunu ve uluslararasi imajin1 da derinden etkilemistir.

Yukarida cercevesi ¢izilen bu siirecin i¢ siyasi, anayasal ve askeri boyutlar1 Tiirkce
literatiirde genis bi¢cimde ele alimmustir (Weiker, 1963; Ahmad, 1977; Erogul, 2003). Ancak siirecin
Atlantik 6tesindeki yansimalari, 6zellikle Amerikan tasra ve bolgesel basinina nasil aktarildigi, hentiz
yeterince incelenmemis bir alan olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. 1947 Truman Doktrini ile baslayan
Tiirk-Amerikan stratejik ortakligi, 1952'de Tiirkiye'nin NATO'ya katilmasi ve Kore Savasi'na asker
gondermesiyle pekismis; bu siireg, Amerikan kamuoyunda Tirkiye'nin "Hir Diinya"nin dogu
sinirinda komiinizme kars1 duran sadik bir miittefik olarak konumlanmasina yol agmustir.

Soguk Savas doneminde NATO'nun giineydogu kanadini olusturan Tiirkiye'deki siyasi altiist
olus, Amerikan kamuoyuna hangi tarihsel ¢ergevede sunulmustur? Bu soru hem Tiirk dis politika
tarihi hem de Tiirk-Amerikan iligkileri tarihi agisindan 6nemli veriler sunmaktadir. ABD-Tiirkiye
iligkileri, stratejik kaygilar ile demokratik degerler arasinda karmasik bir denge iizerine kurulmustur
(Harris, 1972). Menderes doneminde Tiirkiye'nin uluslararasi konumlanmasi ayrintili bigimde
incelenmis (Hale, 2013); Amerikan akademik c¢evrelerinde Tiirk ordusunun "modernlestirici gii¢"
olarak algilandig1 da belgelenmistir (Lerner & Robinson, 1960, s. 19-44).

Caligma, 1959-1963 yillar arasinda dokuz farkli Amerikan gazetesinde yayimlanan yirmi
bes haberi birincil tarihsel kaynak olarak kullanmaktadir. Gazetelerin farkli cografi bolgelerden ve
farkli okuyucu kitlelerine hitap eden yayinlardan segilmesi, donemin Amerikan kamuoyundaki
Tiirkiye algisinin ¢ok katmanli bir tarihsel degerlendirmesini miimkiin kilmaktadir. Haberler
igerikleri itibariyla ii¢ ana baglik altinda incelenmektedir: diplomatik ve stratejik haberler, yargilama
ve 0zel hayata iliskin haberler, uzun analiz yazilari ile editoryaller.

Demokrat Parti doneminin sonunda yasanan siyasi kriz ve askeri miidahale, modern
Tiirkiye'nin olusum dinamikleri baglaminda farkli perspektiflerden ele alinmistir (Ahmad, 1993).
Batil1 bakis ac¢isini konu alan ¢alismalar da bulunmakla birlikte, Amerikan tasra ve bolgesel basinina
iligkin sistematik bir tarihsel inceleme bu ¢aligmalarda yer almamaktadir (Mango, 2004; Yavuz,
2009). Bu ¢alisma, s6z konusu boslugu doldurmay1 hedeflemektedir.

Biiyiik Amerikan gazetelerinin ayn1 doneme iligskin haberleri kismen incelenmistir. The New
York Times {iizerine yapilan yayimlanmamis bir yiiksek lisans tezinde, Mayis 1959-Eyliil 1961
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arasindaki 114 haber analiz edilmistir (Reyes, 2018). S6z konusu tez, genis kapsamli sistematik
taramasi nedeniyle bu ¢aligmada karsilagtirma zemini olarak kullanilmistir. The New York Times'in
bagimsiz muhabirlik haberleri Tiirkiye'deki gelismeleri sistematik bigimde izlemis; darbe sonrasinda
yayimlanan kapsamli analizler olaylar1 ¢ok boyutlu bi¢cimde ele almistir. Ancak bu tez The New York
Times ile smirli kalmistir. Bu aragtirma, Amerikan tasra basinindaki boslugu doldurmay1
hedeflemekte ve The New York Times haberlerini karsilagtirmali kontrol kaynagi olarak
kullanmaktadir.

Calisma, Amerikan basininin 27 Mayis darbesi ve Yassiada yargilamalarini hangi tarihsel
perspektiften ele aldigim1 ortaya koymayi amacglamaktadir. Arastirma ii¢ temel soruya yanit
aramaktadir: Amerikan basini darbe dncesi Menderes hiikiimetini hangi tarihsel baglamda sunmus;
askeri miidahale ile yargilama siirecini hangi icerik oncelikleriyle aktarmistir? Soguk Savas'in
stratejik kaygilar1 haberlerin bigimlenmesinde ne o6lgiide belirleyici olmustur? Ajans kaynakl
haberler ile bagimsiz muhabirlik {irlinleri arasinda, igerik derinligi ve tarihsel veri sunumu
bakimindan nasil bir farklilagma gézlenmektedir?

Darbeye Giden Siirecin Tarihsel Arka Plam

Demokrat Parti doneminde Tiirkiye'nin 1952'de NATO'ya katilmasi ve Kore Savasi'na asker
gondermesi, dig politikada belirgin bir ABD yanlisi ¢izgiyi yansitmistir. Ancak o6zellikle 1954
sonrasinda basin tlizerindeki baskilar, muhalefet faaliyetlerinin kisitlanmasi ve 1960'ta Tahkikat
Komisyonunun kurulmasi, i¢ siyasette artan bir otoriter yonelime isaret etmistir (Toker, 1991).
Tahkikat Komisyonu, Cumhuriyet Halk Partisinin ve basinin "yikici faaliyetlerini" sorusturmak
amaciyla 18 Nisan 1960 tarihinde Tiirkiye Biiyiik Millet Meclisi tarafindan kurulan ve yalnizca
Demokrat Parti milletvekillerinden olusan on bes kisilik olaganiistii bir meclis komisyonudur.
Universiteler, basmn ve siyasi muhalefet iizerinde genis kapsaml inceleme ve kovusturma yetkisiyle
donatilan komisyonun kurulmasi, anayasal diizeni ihlal eden bir gelisme olarak literatiirde
degerlendirilmis (Ahmad, 1993; Erogul, 2003) ve 27 Nisan-27 Mayis 1960 siirecindeki tirmanmanin
baslica gerilim unsurlarindan birini olusturmustur. Ekonomi alaninda plansiz biiylime enflasyonist
baskilara yol agmis (Boratav, 2003); yapisal celiskiler derinlesmistir (Keyder, 1987). Ekonomik
krizin yan1 sira otoriter egilimlerin tirmanmasi1 Demokrat Parti iktidarinin mesruiyetini sorgulanir
kilmistir (Ahmad, 1993, s. 121-126).

Bu ig siyasi tablonun Amerika Birlesik Devletleri tarafindan nasil karsilandigi, ¢alismada
incelenen basin haberlerini baglamlandirmak agisindan onemlidir. Eisenhower yonetimi (1953-
1961), Tiirkiye'yi Sovyet yayilmaciligina karsi ittifakin glineydogu kanadinda elde tutulmasi gereken
bir miittefik olarak degerlendirmis; bu stratejik Oncelik, Tiirkiye'nin i¢ siyasetindeki otoriter
egilimlerin Washington nezdinde ikinci planda kalmasina yol a¢mistir. 1957'de ilan edilen
Eisenhower Doktrini ¢er¢evesinde Orta Dogu'da sekillenen bolgesel giivenlik anlayisi, Tiirkiye'nin
ABD acisindan tasidig stratejik degeri daha da pekistirmistir. Donemin Tiirk dis politikasi ise biiyiik
Olciide Disisleri Bakani Fatin Riistii Zorlu'nun ¢izdigi Bat1 yanlisi hat iizerinde ilerlemis; Zorlu,
NATO ve Atlantik ittifaki yanlis1 yonelimin baglica mimar1 ve Amerikan dis politika ¢evrelerinin
dogrudan muhataplarindan biri olmustur. Resmi ABD tutumu ile bu ¢alismada incelenen gazete
haberleri arasindaki ortiisme ya da ayrismanin sistematik bi¢imde karsilastirilmasi, arsiv temelli ayri
bir incelemeyi gerektirmektedir; mevcut aragtirma bu soruyu yanitlamaksizin haberleri s6z konusu
resmi tutumun arka planina yerlestirmekle yetinmektedir.

Demokrat Parti iktidarinin son yillarinda Tiirk-Amerikan iligkilerinin ekonomik boyutu da
gerginlesmistir. Iktidarm ilk déneminde Amerikan kredi ve yardim olanaklarindan gérece kolay
yararlanan hiikiimet, 1950'lerin ikinci yarisinda artan dis bor¢ ve 6demeler dengesi sorunlarinin
etkisiyle bu olanaklarin daralmasiyla karsilagmistir. Biiyiik sanayi yatirimlan i¢in gereksinim
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duydugu finansman1 Bati'dan istedigi 6l¢iide saglayamayan hiikiimet, son aylarinda Sovyetler Birligi
ile ekonomik yakinlagma arayigina yonelmis ve bu dogrultuda bazi temaslar kaydedilmistir (Erogul,
2003; Boratav, 2003). Bir kisim Tiirk kaynagi (Erogul, 2003; Boratav, 2003), Amerika'nin Demokrat
Parti iktidarina yonelik tutumundaki degisimde ve darbe sonrasi yonetimi hizla tanimasinda bu dis
politika yoneliminin de pay1 bulundugunu ileri siirmektedir. Bununla birlikte, bu ¢alismada incelenen
Amerikan gazete haberlerinde Tiirk-Sovyet ekonomik yakinlasmasinin darbeyle iliskilendirildigine
dair bir degerlendirmeye rastlanmamustir. Incelenen 6rneklemdeki haberler, darbeyi ekonomik
nedenlerden cok i¢ siyasi istikrarsizlik ve NATO ittifakinin siirdiiriilmesi ekseninde sunmus;
Tiirkiye'nin Sovyetler Birligi ile ekonomik temaslarina dogrudan deginmemistir. Bu durum,
orneklemdeki tasra ve yerel gazetelerin dis politika ¢oziimlemesinden ¢ok ajans kaynakli stratejik
cerceveyi yansitmastyla tutarlidir.

Bu dénemin 6nemli bir kirilma noktasi, 6-7 Eyliil 1955 olaylandir. Selanik'teki Atatiirk'iin
dogdugu eve bomba atildig1 yéniindeki yanlis haberin yayilmast iizerine Istanbul'da Rum, Ermeni ve
Yahudi azinliklara ait miilklere yonelik genis ¢apli saldirilar yaganmais; olaylar yalnizca Tiirkiye-
Yunanistan iligkilerini degil, Demokrat Parti iktidarinin i¢ diizene iligkin tablosunu da derinden
sarsmigtir. Bu olaylar, bes y1l sonra Yassiada yargilamalarinda Menderes ve kabinesinin yargilandigi
en agir davalardan birini olusturmus; dolayistyla 1955'teki gelismeler bu ¢calismanin donem kapsami
disinda kalsa da 1960-1961 Amerikan basin haberlerinde sik¢a bagvurulan bir tarihsel referans olarak
yeniden giindeme gelmistir. Yargilama haberlerinde olaylar "kanli Rum karsiti isyanlarin
tertiplenmesi" bi¢iminde 6zetlenmistir.

27 Mayis 1960 sabahi gerceklestirilen askeri miidahale sonucunda Menderes ve kabine
dyeleri tutuklanmistir. Yassiada'da kurulan Yiiksek Adalet Divaninda yargilanan saniklardan
Menderes, Zorlu ve Polatkan idam cezasina carptirilmigtir. Zorlu ve Polatkan 16 Eylil 1961,
Menderes ise 17 Eyliil 1961 tarihinde Imrali Adasi'nda infaz edilmistir. Yargilama siireci,
Tiirkiye'nin demokrasi tarihinde tartigsmali bir kavsak noktasi olusturmaktadir.

Darbeye giden siiregte Menderes'in otorite ile demokrasi arasindaki dengeyi giderek
otoritenin lehine bozdugu, alan literatiiriinde sik¢a vurgulanan bir saptamadir (Tachau, 1984);
karizmatik liderligin kurumsal denetimleri zayiflatan dinamikleri de bu gidisat1 hizlandirmistir
(Heper & Sayari, 2002). Miidahalenin yapisal ve kurumsal arka plam ise iki ayr1 eksende ele
almmustir: bir yandan merkez ile ¢evre arasindaki kutuplasma (Mardin, 1973, s. 169-190), obiir
yandan ordunun siyasi 6zerkliginin tarihsel gelisimi (Sakallioglu, 1997, s. 151-166). Darbenin
planlanma siireci Ihtilalin Igyiizii'nde birinci elden belgelenmis; darbe sonrasinin siyasi arayislari ise
gazetecilik temelli bir anlatimla kayda gecirilmistir (Ipek¢i & Cosar, 1965; Arcayiirek, 1985).

Caligmanin yontemsel temeli, klasik kaynak tenkidine dayanan tarihsel inceleme
yaklasimdir. Her gazete haberi bu cercevede birincil kaynak olarak ele alimmstir. Incelemede dis
tenkit ve i¢ tenkit basamaklar paralel bicimde isletilmistir. Dig tenkit kapsaminda her metin igin
gazete ad1, yayn yeri, tarih, kaynak tiirii, ajans aidiyeti ve imza durumu kayit altina alinmstir. i¢
tenkit kapsaminda ise haberin sunum tonu, baslik ile icerik tutarliligt ve ayni olaym farklh
gazetelerdeki sunumu karsilastirmali bicimde degerlendirilmistir. Gazeteler yalnizca bilgi kaynagi
olarak degil, donemin Amerikan kamuoyundaki Tiirkiye algisini yansitan tarihsel belgeler olarak da
degerlendirilmistir.

Incelenen yirmi bes haberin biiyiikk ¢ogunlugu Associated Press veya United Press
International ajans kaynaklidir. Ajans kaynaklarimin bu denli baskin olmasi, farkli gazetelerdeki
haberlerin neden birbirine bu kadar benzedigini agiklamaktadir. Ajans haberleri, Amerikan basininin
standartlastirilmig aktarim bi¢imini temsil ederken, imzali analiz niteligindeki yazilar daha derinlikli
bir tarihsel veri sunmaktadir. Ajans-bagimsiz muhabirlik ayrimi, kaynak tenkidi agisindan sistematik
bicimde gozetilmistir. Haberlerin Tiirk¢e aktarimlari, aksi dipnotta belirtilmedigi siirece yazar
tarafindan orijinal Ingilizce ve Almanca metinlerden gevrilmistir.

www.turkishstudies.net/turkishstudies



5362 Serap Kurt Kayserili
Arastirmanin kaynak havuzu, amaca yonelik 6rneklem yontemiyle belirlenmistir. Haberler
Library of Congress'in "Chronicling America" projesi basta olmak iizere Newspapers.com ve dijital
gazete arsivleri izerinden taranmistir. Tarama anahtar sdzciikleri olarak "Menderes", "Turkey coup",
"Yassiada", "Turkish trial" ve "Adnan Menderes" terimleri kullanilmis; kronolojik sinir olarak 1959-
1963 aralig1 secilmistir.

Secilen dokuz gazete, baskent Washington D.C. ile yedi farkli eyaleti kapsamaktadir:
Florida, Alaska, Virginia, Georgia, Arizona, Delaware ve Mississippi. Bu yayinlar, birbirinden farkl
okuyucu kitlelerine seslenmektedir. Bagkent okuyucusuna ve kiiciik kasaba okuyucusuna seslenen
genel yayinlari yani sira; Afro-Amerikan topluluga, Yahudi topluluga ve Almanca konusan gogmen
topluluga hitap eden yayinlar da 6rnekleme dahil edilmistir. The Evening Star ve onun pazar baskisi
The Sunday Star baskent gazeteleri olarak siyasi haberlere agirlik vermektedir. Atlanta Daily World,
Afro-Amerikan topluluguna yonelik bir gazetedir. The Key West Citizen ve The Nome Nugget, AP
ve UPI ajanslarindan beslenen yerel gazetelerdir. The Farmville Herald kiiglik bir kasaba gazetesidir.
The Arizona Post, Tucson'da yayimlanan ve Arizona Yahudi topluluguna hitap eden bir yayindir.
Washington Journal ise Washington D.C.'de Almanca yayimlanan bir gazetedir. Bu cografi ve
kiiltiirel gesitlilik, donemin Amerikan kamuoyundaki farkli katmanlara ulagsmay1 saglamaktadir.

Biitiin bu sinirhiliklara karsin ¢calisma iki 6zgiin katki sunmaktadir. Birincisi, Amerikan tasra
ve bolgesel basininin 1960 donemi Tiirkiye algisini inceleyen ilk sistematik tarihsel arastirmadir.
Ikincisi, The Evening Star'm 28 Nisan 1960 tarihli "giiclii adam" profili ve The Nome Nugget'm 16
Ekim 1961 tarihli erken secim kaydi gibi daha 6nce kullanilmamais birincil veriler sunmaktadir.

Tablo 1. Arastirma Orneklemi

No | Gazete Tarih Kaynak Tiirii icerik Kategorisi

1 The Smyrna Times 19.02.1959 | Bagimsiz imzali Diplomatik-stratejik

2 The Key West Citizen 21.04.1960 | AP Diplomatik-stratejik

3 The Evening Star 28.04.1960 | Bagimsiz imzalt Diplomatik-stratejik

4 The Key West Citizen 02.05.1960 | AP Diplomatik-stratejik

5 The Key West Citizen 14.05.1960 | AP Diplomatik-stratejik

6 Atlanta Daily World 21.05.1960 | UPI Diplomatik-stratejik

7 The Nome Nugget 27.05.1960 | Bagimsiz imzali Diplomatik-stratejik

8 The Nome Nugget 27.05.1960 | UPI Diplomatik-stratejik

9 The Nome Nugget 01.06.1960 | Bagimsiz imzali Diplomatik-stratejik

10 | Atlanta Daily World 17.06.1960 | AP Diplomatik-stratejik

11 | Washington Journal 01.07.1960 | Bagimsiz imzali [Almanca] Diplomatik-stratejik

12 | The Sunday Star 04.07.1960 | AP Diplomatik-stratejik

13 | The Arizona Post 08.07.1960 | Bagimsiz imzalt Diplomatik-stratejik

14 | The Key West Citizen/ The  01.11.1960 | AP Yargilama ve 6zel hayat
Nome Nugget

15 | The Nome Nugget 21.11.1960 | AP Yargilama ve 6zel hayat

16 | The Evening Star 05.01.1961 | AP Yargilama ve 6zel hayat

17 | The Evening Star/ The Key | 15.09.1961 | AP Yargilama ve 6zel hayat
West Citizen

18 | The Evening Star 18.09.1961 | AP (genisletilmis) Yargilama ve 6zel hayat

19 | The Nome Nugget 18.09.1961 | AP Yargilama ve 6zel hayat

20 | The Evening Star 28.09.1961 | Bagimsiz imzali Uzun analiz/editoryal

21 | The Nome Nugget 16.10.1961 AP Diplomatik-stratejik
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22 | The Farmville Herald 20.10.1961 | Bagimsiz editoryal Uzun analiz/editoryal
23 | The Evening Star 22.05.1962 | Bagimsiz imzali Uzun analiz/editoryal
24 | The Evening Star 19.10.1962 | AP Diplomatik-stratejik

25 | The Chronicle 06.12.1963 | UPI imzali Uzun analiz/editoryal

Amerikan Basininda Darbe Oncesi Dénem
Stratejik Miittefik Olarak Tiirkiye imaji (1959)

Incelenen 6rneklemde Menderes hiikiimetine iliskin haberler, darbe 6ncesi ile sonrasi
arasinda belirgin bir tutum degisikligi sergilemektedir. 1959 baslarinda yayimlanan haberler,
diplomatik ve stratejik perspektifin baskin oldugu bir tablo sunmaktadir. The Smyrna Times'in 19
Subat 1959 tarihli "A Staunch Friend of America Speaks" (Amerika'nin Sadik Bir Dostu Konusuyor)
baslikli yazisinda, Menderes ve Disisleri Bakani Fatin Riistii Zorlu'nun Bati1 dayanigmasi adina
komiinizme kars1 verdikleri miicadele 6vgiiyle anlatilmistir ("A Staunch Friend of America Speaks",
1959). Habere gore "1950'den bu yana Bagbakan Adnan Menderes'in gii¢lii ve dinamik politikalart
Tiirkiye'yi diinya siyasetinde biiyiik bir etki konumuna tagimistir." Tiirkiye'nin "her cephede
komiinizmle dogrudan yiizlestigi"; Kore'de yardim goniilliisii olan ilk iilke oldugu; Bati'nin geriledigi
Orta Dogu'da dogrudan komiinist sizmaya karsi hatt1 tuttugu vurgulanmistir. Yazi, "Politikalar1 ve
ABD'nin politika ve ideallerine olan inanglari nedeniyle Tirklerin, sézde ve her ihtiyacta
Amerika'nin sadik dostlar1 olarak sayilabilecegi" tespitiyle son bulmaktadir.

Yazinin bagimsiz bir yorum niteli§i tasimasi, ajans haberlerinden farkli bir tarihsel
degerlendirme sunmaktadir. Metinde Menderes ve Zorlu, Soguk Savas doneminin Bati-Dogu
ekseninde Tiirkiye'nin konumunu cisimlestiren isimler olarak sunulmus; siyasi sermaye, jeopolitik
sadakatin bir uzantist olarak okunmustur.

Krizin Tirmanmasi ve Haberlerin Icerik Degisimi (Nisan-Mayis 1960)

Nisan 1960'tan itibaren haberlerin tonu koklii bicimde degismistir. The Key West Citizen'in
21 Nisan 1960 tarihli AP kaynakli haberi, Istanbul'daki olaylar1 aktarirken Tiirkiye ile Giiney Kore
arasinda dikkat gekici bir paralellik kurmustur: "Tiirkiye, yakin zamanda Giiney Kore'nin yaptig1 gibi
sikiydnetim ilan etti" ("Martial Law Proclaimed After Riots in Istanbul", 1960). Bu Giiney Kore
paralelligi sonraki haberlerde de tekrar ederek, Amerikan basininin Tiirkiye krizini standart bir Soguk
Savas gercevesinden ele aldigina isaret etmektedir. Haberde, Tahkikat Komisyonunun kurulmasiyla
kiskirilan Istanbul'daki gosterilerin siddete dondiigii aktarilmis; komisyonun 18 Nisan 1960'ta
yalnizca Demokrat Partili milletvekillerinden olusan on bes kisilik bir meclis komisyonu olarak
kuruldugu da belirtilmistir.

Olaylarin tirmanmastyla birlikte Menderes'in sert tutumu da haberlere yansimistir. The Key
West Citizen'in 2 Mayis 1960 tarihli haberi, Menderes'in "bundan sonraki hiikiimet karsit1 gdsterileri
hizla bastiracagini soyledigini ve askerlere gerektiginde ates agma emri verecegini belirttigini"
aktarmistir ("Quick Moves to Squelch Riots Seen", 1960). Bu ifade, darbeye giden son agamada
Menderes'in benimsedigi otoriter tutumu agik¢a ortaya koymasi bakimindan énem tagimaktadir.
Haberde "gatismalarin ardindan Ankara, Istanbul ve iilkedeki diger sehirlerde sikiyonetim ilan
edildigi"; "gostericilerin goz yasartic1 gazla dagitildig1" aktarilmistir.

14 Mayis 1960 tarihli bir diger haberde izmir'deki gatismalar aktarilmis; yaklasik 4.000
kisilik geng grubun 'Menderes istifa' sloganiyla 61 yasindaki Bagbakan'in destekgileriyle karsi
karsiya geldigi, polis ve asker1 birliklerin kalabaligi ciddi bir can kayb1 yasanmadan dagittig1; ancak
bolgede gerginligin yiiksek diizeyde siirdiigii bildirilmistir ("Demonstration For, Against Menderes
Held", 1960). Atlanta Daily World gazetesi 21 Mayis 1960 tarihinde, Ankara'da Hindistan Bagbakani
Cevahirlal Nehru'yu karsilama toreni sirasinda patlak veren olaylar1 aktarmis; "yaklagik 1.000 kisilik
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hiikiimet karsiti gdsterici gruba karsi gdz yasartict bomba kullanildigini"  bildirmistir
("Demonstrators in Turkey Tear Gassed", 1960).

Uc haberin birlikte incelenmesi, Amerikan basininda Menderes hiikiimetine iliskin tutum
degisimini agik bigcimde belgelemektedir. Subat 1959'daki "giiclii ve dinamik politikalar" ifadesinin
yerini, Nisan-Mayis 1960'ta "hizla bastiracak"”, "ates agma emri" ve "go6z yasartict gaz" ifadeleri
almigtir.

"Giiclii Adam" Profili: The Evening Star'itn Menderes Degerlendirmesi (28 Nisan
1960)

Krizin tirmandigi 1960 Nisan'imda Amerikan baskent basininda yayimlanan ve Tiirkge
akademik literatiirde tespit edilemeyen dnemli bir kaynak, The Evening Star'in 28 Nisan 1960 tarihli
"Headline Personality" (Mansetin Kisisi) kosesinde yer alan "Menderes Is Typical Strongman
Leader" (Menderes Tipik Bir Giliglii Adam Liderdir) bashikli profildir ("Menderes Is Typical
Strongman Leader", 1960). Bu profil, c¢alismanin en &nemli birincil belgelerinden birini
olusturmaktadir. Yazi bir ajans iirlinii degildir; bagimsiz bir gazetecilik {iriinii olarak Menderes'e
iliskin 6zgiil bir degerlendirme sunmaktadir.

Profil, Menderes'in Aydin'da varlikli bir aileden geldigini, Izmir Amerikan Koleji'nde
okudugunu, hukuk egitimi aldigin1 ve siyasete dnce Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi siralarinda girdigini,
ardindan 1946'da Demokrat Partinin kurucularindan biri oldugunu aktarmaktadir. Profil yazisi
tarihsel agidan iki yonden degerlidir. Birincisi, Amerikan bagkent basininda Menderes'in 1960
oncesinde "sadik miittefik" cercevesinde sunulan kamuoyu imajinin, Nisan 1960'a gelindiginde
"tipik giiclii adam" tanimina doniistiiglinii kanitlamaktadir.

Darbe oncesi donemde Menderes'in kisisel imaji belirgin bigimde doniismiistiir. Subat
1959'da "Amerika'nin sadik dostu" ve "giiclli, dinamik lider" olarak sunulan Menderes'in temsili,
Nisan-Mayis 1960'ta gosterileri bastiracagini bildiren, gerektiginde ates acilmasini isteyen ve
sikiyonetim uygulamalariyla iligkilendirilen bir siyasal lider imgesine doniismiistiir. The Evening
Star'm 28 Nisan 1960 tarihli profili, Menderes'i "tipik gii¢lii adam" olarak adiyla yeniden tanimlayan
bu imaj degisiminin en agik belgesel kanitini olusturmaktadir.

27 Mayis Darbesi ve i1k Tepkiler
Darbenin Amerikan Basiina Yansimasi

27 Mayis darbesi, ABD'nin en u¢ noktasindaki yerel gazetelerden baskent basinina kadar
genis bir yelpazede yer almigtir. The Nome Nugget'ta yayimlanan imzali bir haber, darbenin
gelisimini ayrintili bigimde aktarmigtir: "Bagbakan Adnan Menderes hiikiimeti bu sabah General
Cemal Giirsel liderligindeki askeri darbeyle devrilmistir" (Hudgins, 1960). Habere gore darbe gece
yaris1 baglayip sabah saat 04.00'e kadar fiilen tamamlanmistir. Habere gore darbe sonrasinda "ordu
hiikiimeti kontrol altina aldi" devlet radyosundan duyurulmus; "38 iist riitbeli subayin komutasinda,
ancak ordu bagkomutaninin bilgisi diginda gergeklestirildigi" belirtilmistir.

Bu dénemin haberleri, Amerikan basininin askeri miidahaleye kars1 tutumunu agik bigimde
ortaya koyar. Ajans haberleri, darbe sozciigiinii (coup) kullanmakla birlikte bunu olumsuz bir
baglamda sunmamistir. Aksine, "gii¢lii adam rejiminin devrilmesi" ve "halkin rahatlamasi" gibi
formiilasyonlar benimsenmistir. Bu tutum, Amerikan basininin darbeye giden aylarda Menderes'i
"giiclii adam" olarak yeniden tanimladigi gergeveyle tutarlidir.

NATO ve Soguk Savas Baglaminda ABD'nin TepKkisi

The Nome Nugget'in ayni tarihli (27 Mayis 1960) bir diger haberinde, tamamen stratejik bir
perspektifie kalinarak ABD'nin yeni Tiirk hiikiimetine giiveni vurgulannugtir: "Amerikali yetkililer
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bugiin, Basbakan Menderes hiikiimetinin devrilmesine ragmen Tiirkiye'nin Bati ile olan giivenlik
paktlarina baghhigin siirdiirecegini agikladi” ("U.S. Confident New Turkish Government Will Honor
Pacts with West", 1960). Bu haber, Tiirkiye'deki darbe hakkinda Amerikan kamuoyunun birincil
kaygisimin demokratik mesruiyet degil, NATO ittifaki siirekliligi meselesi oldugunu acik¢a ortaya
koymaktadir.

Bagimsiz Muhabir Analizleri ve Topluluk Perspektifleri

Ayni1 donemde ajans haberleri ile bagimsiz analizler arasindaki tarihsel veri farki
belirginlesmektedir. Atlanta Daily World'iin 17 Haziran 1960 tarihli haberi, stratejik bakisin 6tesinde
daha genis bir tarihsel perspektif sunmaktadir. Haberde "Bati diinyasini derin bir endiseye sevk eden
Soguk Savas'in en karanlik alametlerinden biri, kitlelerin bir siyasi silah olarak giderek daha fazla
sahneye siiriilmesi olmustur" ifadesine yer verilmis; Tokyo'daki kitlesel isyanlar sonucu Baskan
Eisenhower'in ziyaretini iptal etmek zorunda kaldig1 ve bu olaylarin Giiney Kore'de Syngman Rhee
ile Tiirkiye'de Adnan Menderes iktidarlarin1 sona erdiren gosterilerden yalnizca iki ay sonra
yasandig1 da bildirilmistir. Haberde Kore'de Rhee'nin ve Tiirkiye'de Menderes'in diisiisiiniin tam bir
ay arayla gerceklestigi belirtilmis; en dikkat ¢ekici tespit ise Istanbul'daki isyanlarm hemen ardindan
Tiirk Ordusu'nun harekete gegmesinin Amerikan yetkililerini sasirttigina dair bilgidir ("Political Mob
Weapon Growth Worrying West", 1960).

Washington Journal'in 1 Temmuz 1960 tarihli genis Almanca analizi ise devrimci subaylarin
Menderes'in yalnizca devrilmesinin artik yetmedigini, siyasi yikimini da istediklerini ileri siirmiistiir.
Yazida, Menderes'in kdyliilerin sagladig1 secim destegini alan bu destegin darbe yoluyla kolayca
tasfiye edilemeyeceginin devrimci alt komite tarafindan biiyiik bir endise kaynag1 olarak goriildiigii
aktartlmigtir ("Wohin steuert die Tiirkei?", 1960).

The Arizona Post'ta yayimlanan imzali bir haber, Tiirk Yahudi toplulugunun darbeye
tepkisini aktararak farkli bir topluluk perspektifinden degerli bir kayit ortaya koymaktadir. Yaziya
gore, "genellikle iilke siyasetinde aktif bir rol almayan Tiirkiye Yahudileri" darbeye "bekle ve gor"
tutumu benimsemistir (Cohen, 1960).

Gazetelerin cografi dagilimi, Tiirkiye ile ilgili haberlerin donemin Amerikan basinindaki
cografi yayilimim yansitmaktadir; bu yayginlik AP ve UPI dagitim aginin genisligiyle de iliskili
olabilir. Alaska'daki The Nome Nugget'tan Florida'daki The Key West Citizen'a, Washington
D.C.'deki The Evening Star'dan Virginia'daki The Sunday Star ile Arizona'daki The Arizona Post'a
uzanan bu genis cografi yelpazeye Tiirkiye haberlerinin yansimasi, donemin stratejik 6nem diizeyiyle
dogrudan iligkilidir.

Yassiada Yargilamalar
Yargilama Doneminde Haberlerin Nitelikleri

Amerikan basinindaki yargilama haberlerine gegmeden dnce, mahkemenin hukuki niteligine
kisaca deginmek gerekmektedir. Yiiksek Adalet Divani, 12 Haziran 1960 tarihli 1 sayili Kanun'la
kurulan olaganiistii bir mahkemedir ve dokuz yargictan olusmaktadir. Mahkemenin baskanligini,
olagan yargi kurumundan gorevlendirilen Salim Basol yapmaktadir; diger sekiz liye ise Milli Birlik
Komitesi tarafindan atanan avukatlardan olusmaktadir. Olagan mahkemelerden farkli olarak,
mahkeme genis kapsamli su¢ kategorileri lizerinde yetki sahibi olup olagandisi usul kurallari
cercevesinde islem yapmustir. Saniklarin savunma haklar1 uygulamada ciddi bigimde kisitlanmuis,
mahkeme yapisi adil yargilanma ilkeleri agisindan elestiriye agik hale gelmistir.

Yargilama siirecinin Amerikan basinina yansima bi¢iminde belirgin bir segicilik goze
carpmaktadir. Yassiada'da goriilen onlarca dava arasindan Amerikan gazetecilerin dikkatini
cekenler, biiyilik 6l¢lide sansasyonel unsurlar tasiyan davalardir. Bunlarin en garpicisi, Menderes'in
"metresi"ne iliskin davalardir.
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The Nome Nugget'm 21 Kasim 1960 tarihli haberi ise Meclis Bagkan1 Refik Koraltan'in
"tibbi malzeme" olarak tanimlayarak gen¢ bir Alman kadini1 Tiirkiye'ye getirme girisimini
aktarmistir. Habere gore "Meclis Baskani Refik Koraltan, 71 yasinda, 6liim cezasi gerektiren
suclardan yargilandigi bu yargilama siirecinde 'tibbi malzeme' bahanesiyle geng ve sarisin bir Alman
kadmm Tiirkiye'ye getirmeye tesebbiis etmistir" ("Turkish Assembly President Accused of
Importing Blonde", 1960).

Hukuki Boyutun Thmali ve Sansasyonel Davalara Odaklanma

Yargilama donemindeki haberlerin tarihsel degerlendirmesi, sansasyonel davalara
odaklanmanin belirgin oldugunu teyit etmektedir. Incelenen ii¢ yargilama haberinin tamam ajans
kaynakli olup, hicbirinde imzali bagimsiz bir analiz yer almamaktadir. Bu durum, Amerikan
gazetecilerin Yassiada yargilamalarint bizzat yerinde takip etmeyip ajans haberlerinin
standartlastirilmig ¢ercevesini yeniden iirettigine isaret etmektedir.

Bu segicilik, Amerikan basininin yargilama siirecini hukuki bir perspektiften degil, kisisel
ve dramatik unsurlar1 6ne ¢ikaran haber ¢ercevesinden aktardigini gostermektedir. Yargilamalarin
anayasal mesruiyeti, saniklarin savunma haklari, olaganiistii mahkeme yapisinin hukuki boyutu ve
suclamalarin siyasi arka plani haberlerde neredeyse hi¢ yer almamaistir.

The Evening Star'in 5 Ocak 1961 tarihli haberi Menderes'in "bes y1l 6nceki kanli Rum karsitt
isyanlar1 bizzat tertipledigi gerekcesiyle suclu bulundugunu" bildirmis; "mahkemenin bugiin verdigi
kararla, nihai hiikkmiin agiklanmasimma kadar Menderes'in tutuklu kalmasina hiikmedildigini"
aktarmistir ("Menderes Held for Sentencing”, 1961).

Idam Kararlar ve infaz
Idam Kararlarimin Haberlestirilmesi

Idam kararlarmin agiklanmasi, Amerikan basminda en ayrintili bicimde aktarilan saftha
olmustur. The Evening Star ve The Key West Citizen, 15 Eyliil 1961 tarihinde "devrik Bagbakan
Adnan Menderes dahil on bes eski Tiirk yetkilinin, 10 yillik sivil diktatorlitk doneminde anayasayi
ihlal eden eylemleri nedeniyle bugiin idam cezasina garptirildigini” bildirmistir ("Turkey Decrees
Death for Deposed Leaders", 1961). Habere gore cezalar incelemeye tabi olup, hiikiimeti yoneten 22
kisilik askeri cunta tarafindan onaylanmasi hélinde saniklarin 24 saat i¢inde idam edilecegi
belirtilmistir. Haberde Celal Bayar'in karar1 hicbir duygu belirtisi gostermeden karsiladigi, 62
yasindaki Menderes'in ise hastanede ¢okiintii iginde oldugu aktarilmistir. Ayn1 habere gore Bayar ve
Menderes ile birlikte 6liime mahkm edilenler arasinda eski Disisleri Bakani Fatin Riistli Zorlu, eski
Maliye Bakan1 Hasan Polatkan ve eski Meclis Baskan1 Refik Koraltan yer almaktadir. Alt1 sivil ve
ti¢ askeri hakimden olusan mahkeme toplam 32 miiebbet hapis ve 4 ile 15 yil arasinda degisen 447
hapis cezas1 da vermistir. Yiiksek Adalet Divaninin verdigi on bes idam karar1 arasindan Milli Birlik
Komitesi, 15 Eyliil 1961 tarihli gériismesinde bunlardan yalnizca {igiinii onaylamigtir: Fatin Riistii
Zorlu, Hasan Polatkan ve Adnan Menderes hakkindaki kararlari. Celal Bayar dahil diger
mahkimlarin idam cezalari, ileri yas ve sair gerekgelerle miiebbet hapse cevrilmistir. Onaylanan
kararlar geregi Zorlu ve Polatkan 16 Eyliil 1961, Menderes ise 17 Eyliil 1961 tarihinde Imral
Adasi'nda infaz edilmistir.

Amerikan basini idam Kkararlarini sayisal kesinlik ve sahne ayritisiyla izlemis, ama
kararlarin hukuki ve siyasi arka planina yine girmemistir. Yiiksek Adalet Divaninin olagantistii
mahkeme niteligi tasimasi, on bes idamdan yalnizca ii¢iiniin onaylanmasmin ardindaki siyasi
hesaplar ve Celal Bayar'in affinin gerekgeleri sorgulanmamus; siireg, bir sdzciiniin agzindan aktarilan
idari bir islem gibi verilmistir. Basinin bu tercihi, okuyucunun dikkatini hukuk devletine iliskin
sorulardan ¢ok mahkiimlarin yasina ve durugsmadaki tavirlarina yoneltmistir.
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Infaz Siirecinin Insani Trajedi Olarak Aktarim

The Evening Star'm 18 Eyliil 1961 tarihli haberi, infazlar1 en kapsamli bigimde aktaran
metindir. "Bir zamanlar Tirkiye'de puta taparcasina sevilen 62 yasindaki eski Basbakan, eski
kabinesindeki iki iist diizey bakaninin daragacina gonderilmesinin ardindan ayni kaderi paylagsmistir"
("Menderes Hanged Secretly By Ruling Turkish Junta", 1961). Zorlu'nun infaz an1 insani boyutuyla
anlatilmigtir: "Resmi taniklarin bildirdigine gore, Zorlu diin celladin ilmigi boynuna gegirmesine
yardim etti. Elleri arkadan bagl olan Zorlu, yardime1 olmak i¢in basini egdi ve sdyle dedi: 'Kusura
bakmayin. FEllerim bagli. Eger ellerim serbest olsaydi, ilmigi kendim takardim." Haberde
Menderes'in Aydin'daki varlikli ailesi, izmir Amerikan Koleji'ndeki egitimi, Istiklal Savas1 gazisi
olmas1 gibi biyografik bilgileri kronolojik bir anlatimla sunulmus ve "bir zamanlar ¢ok sevilen
lider"den daragacina uzanan trajik siire¢ olarak vurgulanmistir.

The Nome Nugget aym tarihte "Bir Zamanlar Tiirkiye'nin idolii Adnan Menderes,
Daragacinda Hayatin1 Kaybetti" bagligiyla olay1 aktarmistir. Habere gore "Bir zamanlar Tiirkiye'nin
idolii olan Adnan Menderes, giiglii Bagbakan olarak 10 yillik yonetimi sirasinda anayasaya karst
islenmis suglardan dolay1 pazar giinii daragacinda hayatini kaybetmistir." Haberde ayrica 10 aylik
yargilamanin ardindan mahk{im edilen Menderes'in idaminin, asir1 dozda uyku hapi alma girisiminin
ardindan bir siire ertelendigi de aktarilmistir. Haberde ayrica eski Disisleri Bakani Fatin Zorlu ile
eski Maliye Bakan1 Hasan Polatkan'in cumartesi giinii Menderes'ten once idam edildigi de
belirtilmistir.

Infaz haberlerinin tarihsel degerlendirmesi, Amerikan basminin bu evrede yargilamalarin
hukuki ¢ercevesinden ¢ikarak bireysel trajedi anlatimina gegtigini gostermektedir. Stratejik kaygilar
(NATO, Soguk Savas, ABD-Tiirkiye iligkileri) infaz haberlerinde hemen hi¢ anilmamigtir. Bunun
yerine bireysel trajedi, fiziksel ayrintilar (ilmek, uyku hapi, hastane) ve duygusal ton 6ne ¢ikmustir.
Ihtilalin Igyiizii calismasinda belgelenen infaz siirecinin ayrimtilar;, Amerikan basminin aktarimiyla
biiyiik 6l¢iide ortiismektedir (Ipekgi & Cosar, 1965, s. 187-203).

Editoryal Yorumlar ve Uzun Analiz Yazilari

Idam sonrasinda Amerikan basininda bu siireci degerlendiren iki énemli editoryal analitik
metin yaymmlanmistir. The Farmville Herald'daki kisa editoryal, siirecin Amerikali bir okuyucu
agisindan ne denli sasirtict karsilandigimi belgelemektedir: "Eski Tiirk Bagbakant Adnan Menderes'in
anayasay1 ihlal etmekten mahkiim edildikten sonra asilmasi, Amerika Birlesik Devletleri'ndeki sol
kanat politikacilara bir diisiince molast vermelidir. Earl Warren, ABD Anayasasi'ni ihlal etmenin
Oliim cezasi gerektiren bir su¢ olmadigina 6zellikle siikretmelidir" ("Turks Mean Business", 1961).

Infazlardan on giin sonra The Evening Star'da yayimlanan "A Question Mark in Turkey:
Execution of Menderes Poses Problem of Reliance on Allies" (Tiirkiye Agisindan Bir Muamma:
Menderes'in idami, Miittefiklere Duyulan Giiveni Tartigmali Hale Getirdi) baslikli imzali analiz
(Brown, 1961), infazlarin Tiirk-Amerikan iliskileri perspektifinden en kapsamli degerlendirmesini
sunmaktadir. Makale, "Tiirkiye, Rusya'ya karst Soguk Savas miicadelesinde ABD'nin en sadik
miittefiklerinden biridir" tespitiyle acilmakta; ardindan dramatik bir soru giindeme getirmektedir:
"Ama Tiirkiye yeterince giivenilir bir miittefik midir?" Makale, "Tiirkiye'nin giiglii adami agik¢a
secimlerin sonucuna giivenmiyordu. Mubhalifleri de giivenmiyordu" degerlendirmesiyle
kapanmaktadir.

Bu iki editoryal-analitik yazi, idam kararlarina iliskin Amerikan basininda tek yonlii bir
aktarimin hakim olmadigini gosterir. The Farmville Herald ironik bir tonda, The Evening Star'daki
imzal1 analiz ise Soguk Savas diplomasisinin Tiirkiye 6zelinde yansimalarini derinlemesine ele alan
bir ¢cercevede, standart ajans haberlerinden kategorik olarak ayrilmaktadir.
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Idam Sonrasi Dénem ve Uzun Vadeli Degerlendirmeler (1961-1963)
15 Ekim 1961 Secimleri ve Siyasi Gegcis

Idam kararlarinin uygulanmasindan yaklasik bir ay sonra Tiirkiye'de sivil yonetime doniis
amagch genel se¢imler yapilmistir. The Nome Nugget'in 16 Ekim 1961 tarihli AP haberi, siirecin
Amerikan basmina yansimasim ayrintili bigimde belgelemektedir ("Tabulations Kept Secret In
Election To Produce Turkish Civil Government", 1961). Haberde secimlerde "biiyiik partilerden eski
Cumhurbagskan1 Ismet Inénii'niin 1limli Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi ve General Ragip Giimiispala'nin
sag kanattaki Adalet Partisi, Meclis kontrolii i¢in neredeyse basa bas yarigsmaktadir". En kritik tespit
ise sudur: "Adalet Partisi, cuntamin bir uyarisim dikkate almayarak Adnan Menderes'in
destekeilerinin oylarini istemis ve bu destegi goriiniir bigimde kazanmistir."

Haber, Amerikan basininin darbe-yargilama-idam siralamasinin Tiirkiye i¢ siyasetinde nasil
beklenmedik bir bicimde Adalet Partisinin yiikselisine kaynaklik ettigini erken bir tarihte kayda
gecirmistir. Bu haber, Washington Journal'm bir yi1l 6nceki "Menderes'in mirasinin tasfiye
edilmesinin zor olacagi" yoniindeki tespitini dogrular niteliktedir.

1962 ve 1963'te Uzun Vadeli Analizler

The Evening Star'in 22 Mayis 1962 tarihli imzali kapsamli analizi, Tiirkiye'nin idam sonrasi
bir buguk yilindaki durumunu en kapsamli bi¢imde degerlendiren metindir. Yazida, Tiirkiye'nin
"Soguk Savag'ta Rusya ile miicadelede ABD'nin en sadik miittefiklerinden biri" oldugu hatirlatilmis;
"ancak basit ger¢ek sudur ki, bu iilke ekonomik ve siyasi ¢okiisiin tehlikeli esigindedir" tespitiyle
donemin Tiirkiye'si degerlendirilmistir (Noyes, 1962). Yazi, "Tirkiye'nin giiclii adami acikca
secimlerin sonucuna giivenmiyordu. Muhalifleri de giivenmiyordu" tespitiyle kapanmaktadir.

Haber, bir analiz olarak ajans haberlerinden belirgin bi¢cimde ayrilmaktadir. Bu analiz,
ABD'in Tiirkiye'ye iliskin uzun vadeli kaygisinin yalnizca diplomatik miittefiklik degil, Tiirkiye'nin
i¢ istikrarinin siirdiiriilmesi oldugunu agikca ortaya koymaktadir.

The Evening Star'm 19 Ekim 1962 tarihli haberi, Menderes'in 258 tutuklu taraftar1 serbest
birakildi seklinde aktarilmistir. Habere gore "Tiirk Hiikiimeti, gegen yil devrilip idam edilen
Bagbakan Adnan Menderes'in 258 tutuklu taraftarinin serbest birakilmasinin ardindan olasi sorunlara
karsi hazirlik yapmistir." Habere gore hiikiimet affiyla Millet Meclisi eski milletvekilleri,
Menderes'in gorevlileri ve yasaklanan Demokrat Partinin iyeleri serbest birakilmig; ancak
yargilamalarda mahkim edilen yaklasik 150 kisi cezaevinde kalmaya devam etmistir.

The Chronicle gazetesi ise 6 Aralik 1963 tarihinde UPI analizinde, Tiirkiye'nin uzun vadeli
sorunlarini degerlendirmistir. Habere gore "devrik ve sonradan idam edilen Bagbakan Adnan
Menderes rejiminden Tiirkiye, dort nala giden enflasyonu ve plansiz hizli sanayilesmenin biraktig
bas agrilarin1 miras almistir" (Newsom, 1963). Yazida Tiirkiye'ye verilen ABD yardimina da
deginilmis; "4 milyar dolarlik yardima ragmen, Tiirkiye'nin hala kendi basina ayakta duramayacak
durumda oldugu" belirtilmistir.

Mayis 1962 ve Aralik 1963 tarihli bu iki uzun analizin, her ikisi de editér imzal1 yorum yazisi
olmasina kargm belirgin farkliliklar tasimaktadir. Bu yazida Adalet Partisinin Demokrat Partinin
halefi olarak goriildiigiine yapilan vurgu, Tiirk siyasal hayatinin kesintiye ugramadigi, baska adlar
altinda siirdligli goriisiinii pekistirmigtir.

Amerikan basminin Tirkiye'ye ilgisi darbe sonrasi ilk aylarda yogunlasmis, yargilama
siirecinde belirli davalara odaklanmis, idam kararlariyla doruga ulasmis ve ardindan kademeli olarak
azalmigtir. Bununla birlikte bu azalan ilgi, Tiirkiye'nin tamamen giindem dis1 kaldigi anlamina
gelmemektedir. The Evening Star'in 1962'deki kapsamli analizi ve The Chronicle'in 1963'teki
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degerlendirmesi, Amerikan basininin Tiirkiye'deki derinlikli sorunlari izlemeye devam ettigine
taniklik etmektedir.

Kronolojik agirlik degisiminin bir diger boyutu, haber tiirlerinin donemler aras1 dagilimidr.
Darbe 6ncesi kriz donemindeki alt1 haberin besi ajans, biri baskent profili olmak tizere agirlikli olarak
ajans kaynaklidir. Darbe ve ilk tepkiler donemindeki yedi haberin dordii ajans, iligli bagimsiz
muhabirlik iiriiniidiir. Yargilama donemindeki {ic haberin tamami ajans kaynaklidir. idam
donemindeki dort haberin {i¢ii ajans, biri editoryaldir. Haberlerin dagilimindan elde edilen tablo su
sekildedir: a) Bagimsiz muhabirlik ancak darbe gibi biiyiik kirilma anlarinda, idam sonrasi ilk
haftalarda ve kriz sonrasi degerlendirme donemlerinde devreye girmistir. b) Kriz aninda ve yargilama
stirecinde ise Amerikan basini biiylik 6l¢iide ajans haberlerine bagimli kalmistir.

Sonug¢

Amerikan gazete haberlerinin tarihsel incelenmesi, 27 Mayis 1960 darbesi ile Yassiada
yargilamalarinin Atlantik dtesindeki algisina dair ic ice gegen bir tablo ortaya ¢ikarmaktadir. Burada
en belirgin olgu, Amerikan basininda Menderes'e yonelik tutumun keskin bigimde kirilmis olmasidir:
Subat 1959'daki The Smyrna Times yazisinda "sadik miittefik" ve "gii¢lli, dinamik lider" olarak
tanitilan Menderes, Nisan 1960'taki Ogrenci olaylariyla birlikte "tipik gilicli adam" imajina
donistiiriilmiigtiir. Kirtlmanin belgesel kaniti, The Evening Star'in 28 Nisan 1960 tarihli profil
yazisinda en acgik bigimde goriilmektedir.

Darbenin haberlestirilmesi siirecinde incelenen haberlerde ABD'in tutumu agirlikli olarak
NATO ittifakinin siirekliligi iizerinden temsil edilmistir. Milli Birlik Komitesinin NATO bagliligini
aciklamasi ve bunun siireg ile ilgili her habere yansimasi, incelenen haberlerde Tiirkiye'deki rejim
degisikliginin demokratik bir mesele olarak degil stratejik istikrar sorunu olarak ¢ergevelendigine
isaret etmektedir. Strateji odakli yaklagim, yargilama siirecinin hukuki boyutunun sistematik bigimde
g6z ard1 edilmesinin de zeminini olusturmustur.

Haberlerde dikkat ¢eken bir baska bulgu, ajans haberleri ile bagimsiz muhabirlik {iriinleri
arasindaki niteliksel ugurumdur. AP ve UPI kaynakli haberler standartlastirilmis aktarim kaliplar
icinde kalirken, Washington Journal'in Almanca analizi, The Arizona Post'un Yahudi cemaati haberi,
The Evening Star'in infaz sonrasi analizi ile 1962 degerlendirmesi ve The Chronicle'ln 1963 yazist
farkli bir tarihsel veri tabakasi ortaya koymustur. The Nome Nugget'in 16 Ekim 1961 tarihli segim
haberi, Adalet Partisinin Menderes'e destek verenlerin oylarini alarak yiikselise gegtigini daha o
tarihte not etmistir.

Biitiin bulgular birlikte degerlendirildiginde su sonuca varilmaktadir: degerlendirilen
Amerikan gazeteleri, 27 Mayis 1960 darbesini demokratik mesruiyet tartismalari iizerinden ele
almamistir. Bunun yerine ajans kaynakli standart aktarim formatlari, Soguk Savas'im stratejik
oncelikleri ve haber degeri odakli sansasyonel aktarim cerceveleri belirleyici olmustur. Incelenen
haberler, Batili demokrasilerin Soguk Savas doneminde miittefik iilkelerdeki hukuki siireglere
yaklagimina iliskin bir tarihsel kayit ortaya koymaktadir.

Bu bulgularin Tiirk-Amerikan iligkileri tarihi acisindan tasidigi anlam, basinin resmi
diplomasinin gerisinde kalmayan bir gosterge islevi gormesinde yatmaktadir. incelenen haberlerde
Menderes'in "sadik miittefik"ten "giiglii adam"a doniisen imaji, Washington'in Demokrat Parti
iktidarina yonelik stratejik mesafesinin kamuoyu diizeyindeki yansimasi olarak okunabilir. Darbe
sonrasinda ABD'nin yeni yonetimi hizla tanimasi ile basinin darbeyi NATO ittifakinin siirekliligi
ekseninde sunmasi arasindaki paralellik, incelenen Orneklemde ittifak c¢ikarlarinin demokratik
mesruiyet kaygisindan daha 6ne ¢iktig1 bir donemin izlerini tagimaktadir.

Soguk Savas donemi basin ¢aligsmalari agisindan bulgular, haber ajanslarinin standartlastirici
etkisinin donemin enformasyon diizenini ne Ol¢lide bigimlendirdigini ortaya koymaktadir.
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Dolayisiyla ¢alisma, tek tek gazetelerin degil, donemin haber iiretim mekanizmasinin biitiiniiniin
incelenmesi gerektigine isaret eden bir 6rnek olay niteligi tagimaktadir.

27 Mayzis literatiirii agisindan ¢alismanin katkisi, darbeye ve Yassiada yargilamalarina dis
basin penceresinden bakan sinirli sayidaki incelemeye yeni bir boyut eklemesidir. Ozellikle The
Evening Star'in 28 Nisan 1960 tarihli "giiclii adam" profili ve The Nome Nugget'n 16 Ekim 1961
tarihli erken se¢im kaydi gibi daha 6nce kullanilmamus birincil veriler sunmaktadir.

Calisgmanin yontemsel kazanimi, daginik dijital gazete arsivlerinden derlenen birincil
kaynaklarin klasik kaynak tenkidi yOntemiyle sistematik bi¢imde ¢ozlimlenebilecegini
gostermesidir. Bu agidan ¢alisma, benzer donem ve olaylar i¢in izlenebilecek yinelenebilir bir
arastirma modeli 6nermektedir.

Gelecekte yapilabilecek arastirmalar agisindan birkag yon one ¢ikmaktadir. Ilk olarak, The
New York Times ve The Washington Post gibi biiylik ulusal gazetelerin sistematik bigcimde
taranmasi, tasra basini ile ulusal basin arasindaki igerik farklilasmasini daha kesin bi¢cimde ortaya
koyabilir. Ikinci olarak, resmi ABD diplomatik belgelerinin basin bulgulariyla karsilastirilmast,
resmi tutum ile kamuoyu s0yleminin ortiigme derecesini aydinlatabilir. Son olarak, ayn1 donemde
Ingiliz, Fransiz ve Alman basininin 27 Mayis darbesine yaklagimimin incelenmesi, Batt kamuoyunun
Tiirkiye algisina iliskin karsilagtirmali bir ¢erceve sunabilir.
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