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Abstract: Traditional economic theories have long evaluated economic development primarily through
quantitative indicators such as gross domestic product (GDP), industrial production, capital accumulation, and
productivity growth. Within this framework, development has largely been associated with economic growth
and increasing income levels. However, contemporary perspectives recognize development as a
multidimensional concept that cannot be adequately explained solely through economic indicators. Modern
development economics considers education, healthcare, quality of life, social welfare, environmental
sustainability, cultural advancement, and social participation as essential dimensions of development alongside
economic growth. In this context, art and cultural activities are regarded not merely as complementary elements
of the development process but also as significant drivers of economic and social transformation.

With the expansion of globalization and knowledge-based economies, the creative industries have gained
increasing prominence within economic development strategies. The arts and cultural sectors—including
cultural heritage, visual arts, performing arts, design, media, film, music, and other creative production fields—
generate economic value and make substantial contributions to national economies. These sectors not only
create direct and indirect employment opportunities but also increase tourism revenues, stimulate innovation,
and enhance the competitiveness of cities at both national and international levels. In particular, cultural events,
festivals, museums, and art centers strengthen the branding of cities, improve their capacity to attract
investment, and contribute to regional development.

The contribution of art to economic development extends beyond measurable economic outcomes. Artistic and
cultural activities foster social interaction, strengthen social capital, promote social cohesion, and cultivate
creative thinking skills among individuals. These outcomes, in turn, enhance innovation capacity and provide
a foundation for the expansion of knowledge-based economic activities. Consequently, art should be regarded
as a crucial component of not only economic growth but also social welfare and sustainable development.

The aim of this study is to examine the role of art in economic development from both theoretical and practical
perspectives. The study employs a literature review, one of the qualitative research methods, by analyzing
relevant national and international scholarly sources to evaluate the contributions of art to economic
development. The findings indicate that investments in arts and culture support economic growth, that the
creative industries possess significant potential for generating employment and income, and that cultural
policies play a strategic role in achieving sustainable development goals. Accordingly, the study concludes that
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art constitutes a significant factor influencing not only the cultural dimension of development but also its
economic and social dimensions.

Keywords: Art, Economic Development, Creative Economy, Cultural Industries, Cultural Capital

Oz: Geleneksel ekonomi teorileri, ekonomik kalkinmay1 uzun yillar boyunca gayrisafi yurt i¢i hasila (GSYTH),
sanayi iretimi, sermaye birikimi ve verimlilik artis1 gibi nicel gostergeler iizerinden degerlendirmistir. Bu
yaklagima gore kalkinma, biiylik 6l¢iide ekonomik biiylime ve gelir artisi ile iliskilendirilmistir. Ancak
giinlimiizde kalkinma kavrami, yalnizca ekonomik gostergelerle agiklanamayacak kadar cok boyutlu bir yapiya
sahiptir. Modern kalkinma iktisadi, ekonomik biiyiimenin yani sira egitim, saglik, yasam kalitesi, sosyal refah,
cevresel siirdiiriilebilirlik, kiiltiirel gelisim ve toplumsal katilim gibi unsurlar1 da kalkinmanin temel bilesenleri

arasinda degerlendirmektedir. Bu ¢ercevede sanat ve kiiltiir faaliyetleri, kalkinma siirecinin yalnizca
tamamlayici unsurlar1 degil, ayn1 zamanda ekonomik ve toplumsal doniisiimiin dnemli dinamikleri olarak kabul
edilmektedir.

Kiiresellesme ve bilgi temelli ekonomilerin yayginlagmasiyla birlikte yaratici endiistriler, ekonomik kalkinma
stratejilerinde giderek daha fazla 6nem kazanmistir. Sanat ve kiiltiir sektorleri; kiiltiirel miras, gorsel sanatlar,
sahne sanatlari, tasarim, medya, film, miizik ve yaratict iiretim alanlar1 araciligryla ekonomik deger
olusturmakta ve ulusal ekonomilere dnemli katkilar saglamaktadir. Bu sektorler, dogrudan ve dolayli istihdam
yaratmanin yani sira turizm gelirlerini artirmakta, yenilik¢i diisiinceyi tesvik etmekte ve kentlerin ulusal ve
uluslararas1 diizeyde rekabet giiciinii desteklemektedir. Ozellikle kiiltiirel etkinlikler, festivaller, miizeler ve
sanat merkezleri, sehirlerin marka degerini yiikselterek yatirim ¢ekme kapasitesini artirmakta ve bolgesel
kalkinmay1 desteklemektedir.

Sanatin ekonomik kalkinmaya katkisi yalnizca maddi gostergelerle sinirlt degildir. Sanat ve kiiltiir faaliyetleri,
bireyler arasinda sosyal etkilesimi artirarak sosyal sermayenin giliglenmesine katkida bulunmakta, toplumsal
biitiinlesmeyi desteklemekte ve yaratici diistinme becerilerinin gelismesine olanak saglamaktadir. Bu durum,
yenilik¢ilik kapasitesinin artmasina ve bilgi temelli ekonomik faaliyetlerin geligmesine zemin hazirlamaktadir.
Dolayistyla sanat, ekonomik biiyiimenin yani sira toplumsal refahin ve siirdiiriilebilir kalkinmanin da énemli
bir bileseni olarak degerlendirilmektedir.

Bu calismanin amaci, sanatin ekonomik kalkinma {izerindeki etkilerini teorik ve uygulamali boyutlariyla
incelemektir. Arastirmada nitel arastirma yontemlerinden biri olan literatiir taramas1 kullanilmstir. ilgili ulusal
ve uluslararasi kaynaklar incelenerek sanatin ekonomik kalkinmaya sagladigi katkilar degerlendirilmistir. Elde
edilen bulgular, sanat ve kiiltiir yatirrmlarinin ekonomik bilyiimeyi destekledigini, yaratict endiistrilerin
istihdam ve gelir olusturma kapasitesine sahip oldugunu ve kiiltiirel politikalarin siirdiiriilebilir kalkinma
hedeflerinin gergeklestirilmesinde stratejik bir rol iistlendigini gostermektedir. Bu baglamda sanatin, ekonomik
kalkinmanin yalnizca kiiltiirel degil ayn1 zamanda ekonomik ve sosyal boyutlarini da etkileyen 6nemli bir unsur
oldugu sonucuna ulasilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Sanat, Ekonomik kalkinma, Yaratict Ekonomi, Kiiltiirel Endiistriler, Kiiltiirel Sermaye.
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Structured Abstract:

Economic development has traditionally been evaluated through quantitative indicators such as gross
domestic product (GDP), industrial production, capital accumulation, and productivity growth. However,
contemporary development theories emphasize that sustainable development encompasses not only economic
growth but also social welfare, cultural advancement, environmental sustainability, and human well-being.
Within this context, art and culture have emerged as strategic drivers of economic transformation rather than
merely aesthetic or cultural activities. This study aims to examine the multidimensional role of art in economic
development by exploring its contributions through the perspectives of cultural economics and the creative
economy. Specifically, the research investigates how artistic and cultural activities influence employment
generation, innovation, tourism development, urban competitiveness, social capital, and sustainable
development, while highlighting the strategic importance of cultural policies in contemporary development
processes.

This study adopts a qualitative research design based on an extensive literature review. A wide range
of national and international academic sources—including books, peer-reviewed journal articles, reports
published by international organizations such as UNESCO, UNCTAD, and Eurostat, and other scholarly
publications concerning cultural economics, creative industries, and economic development—were
systematically reviewed. The collected data were analyzed using thematic analysis to identify the principal
economic, social, and cultural dimensions through which art contributes to development. The study also
integrates theoretical perspectives from cultural economics and creative economy literature to establish a
comprehensive conceptual framework explaining the relationship between artistic production and sustainable
economic growth.

The findings demonstrate that art contributes to economic development through multiple
interconnected mechanisms. The cultural and creative industries generate significant economic value by
creating direct and indirect employment opportunities, increasing national income, encouraging
entrepreneurship, and supporting economic diversification. Moreover, artistic and cultural investments
stimulate cultural tourism, enhance the international visibility and competitiveness of cities, strengthen regional
development, and improve urban branding. The study further reveals that artistic activities foster creativity,
innovation, critical thinking, and interdisciplinary collaboration, thereby increasing the innovation capacity of
knowledge-based economies. Beyond their measurable economic impacts, arts and culture strengthen social
capital by promoting community engagement, social cohesion, cultural identity, and public participation.
International evidence also indicates that creative industries constitute an increasingly important component of
global GDP while providing millions of jobs worldwide, demonstrating their strategic role within
contemporary economic systems. Overall, the results indicate that the contribution of art extends beyond
financial performance and encompasses broader dimensions of sustainable development, including improved
quality of life, cultural sustainability, and social resilience.

This study contributes to the existing literature by providing a comprehensive theoretical synthesis of
the relationship between art and economic development through the integration of cultural economics and
creative economy approaches. Unlike conventional economic perspectives that primarily associate
development with macroeconomic growth indicators, this research demonstrates that art functions as a strategic
development resource capable of generating economic, social, and cultural value simultaneously. The study
emphasizes that investments in arts and culture should be considered integral components of sustainable
development strategies and public policy. Furthermore, the findings provide valuable theoretical insights and
practical implications for policymakers, researchers, cultural institutions, and development practitioners
seeking to strengthen creative industries and incorporate cultural policies into long-term national and regional
development planning. By highlighting the transformative capacity of artistic production within knowledge-
based economies, the study underscores the necessity of recognizing culture and creativity as fundamental
pillars of sustainable economic development.

Keywords: Art, Economic Development, Creative Economy, Cultural Industries, Cultural Capital.
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Résumé Structuré :

Le développement économique a traditionnellement été évalué a partir d’indicateurs quantitatifs tels
que le produit intérieur brut (PIB), la production industrielle, I’accumulation du capital et la croissance de la
productivité. Toutefois, les théories contemporaines du développement soulignent que le développement
durable englobe non seulement la croissance économique, mais également le bien-&tre social, le progrés
culturel, la durabilité environnementale et le bien-étre humain. Dans ce contexte, I’art et la culture se sont
affirmés comme des moteurs stratégiques de la transformation économique, au-dela de leur seule dimension
esthétique ou culturelle. Cette étude vise a examiner le role multidimensionnel de I’art dans le développement
économique en analysant ses contributions a travers les perspectives de 1’économie de la culture et de
I’économie créative. Plus précisément, elle étudie la maniére dont les activités artistiques et culturelles
influencent la création d’emplois, I’innovation, le développement touristique, la compétitivité urbaine, le
capital social et le développement durable, tout en mettant en évidence I’importance stratégique des politiques
culturelles dans les processus contemporains de développement.

Cette étude adopte un dispositif de recherche qualitatif fondé sur une revue approfondie de la
littérature. Un large éventail de sources scientifiques nationales et internationales a fait 1’objet d’un examen
systématique, comprenant des ouvrages, des articles publiés dans des revues & comité de lecture, des rapports
émanant d’organismes internationaux tels que I’UNESCO, la CNUCED et Eurostat, ainsi que d’autres
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publications scientifiques consacrées a 1’économie de la culture, aux industries créatives et au développement
économique. Les données recueillies ont été¢ soumises a une analyse thématique afin d’identifier les principales
dimensions économiques, sociales et culturelles par lesquelles 1’art contribue au développement. L’étude
intégre également des perspectives théoriques issues de la littérature sur 1’économie de la culture et I’économie
créative afin d’établir un cadre conceptuel global permettant d’expliquer la relation entre la production
artistique et la croissance économique durable.

Les résultats montrent que I’art contribue au développement économique par de multiples mécanismes
interdépendants. Les industries culturelles et créatives générent une valeur économique substantielle en créant
des emplois directs et indirects, en augmentant le revenu national, en encourageant 1’entrepreneuriat et en
soutenant la diversification économique. En outre, les investissements artistiques et culturels stimulent le
tourisme culturel, renforcent la visibilité internationale et la compétitivité des villes, soutiennent le
développement régional et améliorent la construction de leur image de marque. L’étude révele également que
les activités artistiques favorisent la créativité, 1’innovation, la pensée critique et la collaboration
interdisciplinaire, renforcant ainsi la capacité d’innovation des économies fondées sur la connaissance. Au-
dela de leurs effets économiques mesurables, les arts et la culture consolident le capital social en favorisant
I’engagement communautaire, la cohésion sociale, 1’identité culturelle et la participation citoyenne. Les
données internationales indiquent également que les industries créatives représentent une composante de plus
en plus importante du PIB mondial, tout en fournissant des millions d’emplois a travers le monde, ce qui
témoigne de leur role stratégique au sein des systémes économiques contemporains. Dans leur ensemble, les
résultats indiquent que la contribution de I’art dépasse la performance financiére et englobe des dimensions
plus larges du développement durable, notamment I’amélioration de la qualité de vie, la durabilité culturelle et
la résilience sociale.

Cette étude contribue a la littérature existante en proposant une synthése théorique globale de la
relation entre 1’art et le développement économique, grace a 1’intégration des approches de 1’économie de la
culture et de I’économie créative. Contrairement aux perspectives économiques conventionnelles, qui associent
principalement le développement aux indicateurs de croissance macroéconomique, cette recherche montre que
I’art constitue une ressource stratégique de développement susceptible de générer simultanément de la valeur
économique, sociale et culturelle. Elle souligne que les investissements dans les arts et la culture doivent étre
considérés comme des composantes a part enticre des stratégies de développement durable et des politiques
publiques. Par ailleurs, les résultats apportent des éclairages théoriques substantiels et des implications
pratiques aux responsables publics, aux chercheurs, aux institutions culturelles et aux praticiens du
développement qui cherchent a renforcer les industries créatives et a intégrer les politiques culturelles dans la
planification du développement national et régional a long terme. En mettant en évidence la capacité de
transformation de la production artistique au sein des économies fondées sur la connaissance, 1’étude souligne
la nécessité de reconnaitre la culture et la créativité comme des piliers fondamentaux du développement
économique durable.

Mots-clés: Art, développement économique, €économie créative, industries culturelles, capital
culturel.

Resumen Estructurado:

El desarrollo economico se ha evaluado tradicionalmente mediante indicadores cuantitativos, como el
producto interior bruto (PIB), la produccion industrial, la acumulacion de capital y el crecimiento de la
productividad. Sin embargo, las teorias contemporaneas del desarrollo subrayan que el desarrollo sostenible
comprende no solo el crecimiento econdémico, sino también el bienestar social, el progreso cultural, la
sostenibilidad ambiental y el bienestar humano. En este contexto, el arte y la cultura han adquirido relevancia
como motores estratégicos de la transformacion econdémica, mas alla de su consideracion como meras
actividades estéticas o culturales. Este estudio tiene como objetivo examinar el papel multidimensional del arte
en el desarrollo econémico mediante el analisis de sus contribuciones desde las perspectivas de la economia
de la cultura y la economia creativa. En concreto, la investigacion examina como las actividades artisticas y
culturales influyen en la generacion de empleo, la innovacion, el desarrollo turistico, la competitividad urbana,
el capital social y el desarrollo sostenible, al tiempo que destaca la importancia estratégica de las politicas
culturales en los procesos contemporaneos de desarrollo.
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El estudio adopta un disefio de investigacion cualitativo basado en una revision exhaustiva de la
literatura. Se revisd sistematicamente un amplio conjunto de fuentes académicas nacionales e internacionales,
entre ellas libros, articulos publicados en revistas cientificas con revision por pares, informes de organismos
internacionales como la UNESCO, la UNCTAD y Eurostat, asi como otras publicaciones académicas relativas
a la economia de la cultura, las industrias creativas y el desarrollo econdémico. Los datos recopilados se
analizaron mediante un andlisis tematico con el propoésito de identificar las principales dimensiones
economicas, sociales y culturales a través de las cuales el arte contribuye al desarrollo. Asimismo, el estudio
integra perspectivas tedricas procedentes de la literatura sobre economia de la cultura y economia creativa para
establecer un marco conceptual integral que explique la relacion entre la produccion artistica y el crecimiento
economico sostenible.

Los resultados muestran que el arte contribuye al desarrollo econémico mediante multiples
mecanismos interconectados. Las industrias culturales y creativas generan un valor econémico considerable al
crear oportunidades de empleo directo e indirecto, incrementar la renta nacional, fomentar el emprendimiento
y favorecer la diversificacion econdmica. Ademas, las inversiones artisticas y culturales estimulan el turismo
cultural, refuerzan la visibilidad internacional y la competitividad de las ciudades, impulsan el desarrollo
regional y mejoran la construcciéon de la marca urbana. El estudio revela, asimismo, que las actividades
artisticas fomentan la creatividad, la innovacion, el pensamiento critico y la colaboraciéon interdisciplinaria,
aumentando asi la capacidad de innovacion de las economias basadas en el conocimiento. Mas alla de sus
efectos economicos cuantificables, las artes y la cultura fortalecen el capital social al promover la implicacion
comunitaria, la cohesion social, la identidad cultural y la participacion publica. La evidencia internacional
también indica que las industrias creativas constituyen un componente cada vez mas importante del PIB
mundial y proporcionan millones de puestos de trabajo en todo el mundo, lo que pone de manifiesto su papel
estratégico en los sistemas econdémicos contemporaneos. En conjunto, los resultados indican que la
contribucion del arte trasciende el desempefio financiero y abarca dimensiones mas amplias del desarrollo
sostenible, entre ellas la mejora de la calidad de vida, la sostenibilidad cultural y la resiliencia social.

Este estudio contribuye a la literatura existente al ofrecer una sintesis tedrica integral de la relacion
entre el arte y el desarrollo economico mediante la integracion de los enfoques de la economia de la cultura y
la economia creativa. A diferencia de las perspectivas econdomicas convencionales, que vinculan el desarrollo
principalmente con indicadores de crecimiento macroeconémico, esta investigacion demuestra que el arte
constituye un recurso estratégico para el desarrollo, capaz de generar simultaneamente valor econdémico, social
y cultural. El estudio subraya que las inversiones en las artes y la cultura deben considerarse componentes
integrales de las estrategias de desarrollo sostenible y de las politicas publicas. Asimismo, los resultados
aportan valiosas perspectivas tedricas e implicaciones practicas para los responsables de la formulacion de
politicas, los investigadores, las instituciones culturales y los profesionales del desarrollo que buscan fortalecer
las industrias creativas e incorporar las politicas culturales a la planificacion del desarrollo nacional y regional
a largo plazo. Al destacar la capacidad transformadora de la produccion artistica en las economias basadas en
el conocimiento, el estudio pone de relieve la necesidad de reconocer la cultura y la creatividad como pilares
fundamentales del desarrollo econémico sostenible.

Palabras clave: Arte, desarrollo econémico, economia creativa, industrias culturales, capital cultural.
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CTpyKTypHpOBaHHAasi AHHOTALUSA:

OKOHOMHYECKOE Pa3BUTHE TPAAUIMOHHO OIICHMBAJOCh HA OCHOBE KOJHMYECTBEHHBIX IOKa3aTeleH,
TaKMWX KaK BaloBOW BHyTpeHHHH npoxaykT (BBII), mpomslmieHHOEe NPOU3BOJACTBO, HAKOIUICHUE KalluTajia U
pocT mpou3BOAUTENBHOCTH. ONHAKO COBPEMEHHBIE TEOPUH DPA3BUTHUSA MOAUEPKHUBAIOT, YTO YCTOHYMBOE
pa3BHUTHE OXBATHIBAET HE TOJHKO HYKOHOMHUYECKHH POCT, HO M OOIIECTBEHHOE OJIaroCOCTOSHUE, KyJIbTYpPHBIH
Iporpecc, 3KOJIOTHYECKYI0 YCTOMYMBOCTh M OJIaronojiydne 4eloBeka. B 3TOM KOHTEKCTe HMCKYCCTBO H
KyJIbTypa IPHUOOpEH 3HaYeHHE CTPATETHYECKNX JIBIKYIIMX CHII SKOHOMHYECKHX MPe0oOpa30oBaHUi, BBIXOIS
3a paMKHU HCKIIOUUTENBHO 3CTETHYECKON MM KyIbTYpPHOH AedrensbHOCTH. Llenp HacTosAmero uccue 0BaHus
— H3Y4YUTh MHOTOACIEKTHYIO POJIb UCKYCCTBA B DKOHOMHYECKOM DPa3BUTHUH, PacCMaTpHUBas €ro BKIAd C
HNO3ULIUNA DKOHOMHMKHM KyJNbTypbl M KpEaTHMBHOM SKOHOMHUKH. B 49acTHOCTH, HCCleyeTcs BIUSHHE
XYZ0XKECTBEHHOW U KYJIbTYPHOH JESTENbHOCTH Ha CO37aHue paboYuX MECT, MHHOBAIMH, Pa3BUTHE TypU3Ma,
KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTh TOPOAOB, COIMANBHBIM KaluTal M yCTOMYMBOE pa3BHTHE, NPH 3TOM ocoboe
BHUMAaHUE YJEJACTCS CTPAaTErMYeCKOMY 3HAUCHUIO KYJIbTYPHOH IOJIMUTUKM B COBPEMEHHBIX IPOLECCax
pa3BUTHA.

B wuccnenoBaHuM npuUMEHsETCS KAaYECTBEHHBIM HCCIENOBATEIbCKUM AM3ailH, OCHOBAHHBINM Ha
o0IpHOM  0030pe  JuTepaTyphl. CHCTEMaTHYECKOMY pPACCMOTPEHHUIO TOJBEPIHYT IMHPOKUM KpPyT
HAI[MOHAJIbHBIX U MEXYHAPOJIHBIX aKaJeMUUYECKHX UCTOYHUKOB, BKIIIOYasi KHUTH, CTaThU B PELIEH3UPYEMBIX
HAyYHBIX JKypHajax, J0KJaabl MeXIYHAapOJHBIX OpraHu3auui u BeaoMcTs, Takux kak OHECKO, JOHKTA/]
u EBpocraT, a Takxke Ipyrue Hay4HbIC ITyOJHKAIIMW, TOCBAMIEHHBIC YKOHOMHKE KYJIBTYpBI, KPEATUBHBIM
WHIYCTPUSAM W 3KOHOMHYECKOMY pa3putuio. CoOpaHHBIC NaHHBIC MPOAHATHU3UPOBAHBI C WCIIOJIHE30BAHHEM
TEMaTUYEeCKOr0 aHajlu3a C IeJIbI0 BBISABJICHUS OCHOBHBIX IKOHOMUYECKHUX, COLUAIBHBIX U KYJIbTYPHBIX
acCrMeKTOB BKJIaJ]a UCKYCCTBA B pa3BUTHE. B MCCleIOBaHNN TaK)K€ HHTETPUPOBAHBI TEOPETHUECKHE TIOIXOIbI,
MIPEJICTaBJICHHBIE B JIUTEPAType MO YKOHOMHUKE KYJIbTYPhl M KPEATUBHOW HSKOHOMHKE, IS (DOPMHPOBAHHUS
KOMIUIEKCHOW  KOHIIETITYaJlbHOH OCHOBBI, OOBACHSIONIEH B3aMMOCBA3b MEXKIY  XYJI0KECTBEHHBIM
MIPOU3BOJCTBOM M yCTOHIMBBHIM YKOHOMUYECKUM POCTOM.
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Pe3ynpTaThl HOKa3BIBAIOT, YTO UCKYCCTBO CIIOCOOCTBYET YKOHOMHUYECKOMY Pa3BHTHIO IIOCPEICTBOM
MHO’)KECTBA B3aMMOCBSI3aHHBIX MEXaHN3MOB. KyIbTypHBIE M KpeaTHBHBIC HHLYyCTPHH CO3AAI0T 3HAYNTEIbHYIO
9KOHOMHYECKYIO IIEHHOCTh, OOECHeUrBas MPSMYI0 M KOCBCHHYIO 3aHSITOCTb, YBEIHUYHBAs HAIMOHAIbHBIA
JOXOJ, CTUMYJHPYS NMPEIIPHHUMATENBCTBO U MOJACPKHUBAs AUBEpCH(UKAINIO 3KOHOMHKH. Kpome Toro,
WHBECTHIMHM B MCKYCCTBO M KYJBTYPY CTHMYIHPYIOT KyJbTYPHBIH TypH3M, HOBBIIIAIOT MEXIYHApOIHYIO
y3HaBa€MOCTh W KOHKYPEHTOCIOCOOHOCTh TOpOJIOB, CIOCOOCTBYIOT PpETHOHAIbHOMY pPa3BHTHIO H
COBEpLICHCTBYIOT FOPOJICKOH OpeHanHr. MccnenoBanue Takke BBISBILIET, YTO Xy I0KECTBEHHAS IESITENEHOCTD
CIOCOOCTBYET pa3BUTHUIO TBOPYECKMX CIHOCOOHOCTEW, WHHOBAaLUMi, KPUTHYECKOTO MBIIUICHUS |
MEXIUCIUIUIMHAPHOTO COTPYIHUYECTBA, TEM CaMbIM IOBBIIIAs WHHOBAI[MOHHBIN MOTEHLUA] IKOHOMUK,
OCHOBAaHHBIX Ha 3HaHMAX. [IOMHMO M3MEPUMBIX SKOHOMHYECKHX J(P(PEKTOB, HCKYCCTBO M KYJIbTYpa
YKPEIUISIOT COLMANBHBIA KaluTal, COJCWUCTBYS BOBJEYEHHOCTH MECTHBIX COOOILIECTB, COLMAILHOM
CIUIOUEHHOCTH, KyJIbTYPHON HJIEHTHUYHOCTH U OOIIECTBEHHOMY ydacTH0. MeXIyHapoJHbIe AaHHBIE TaKXKe
CBHJIETENBCTBYIOT O TOM, YTO KPEaTUBHbIC MHIYCTPUH COCTAaBIIOT BCE Oojiee 3HAYMMYIO OO MHPOBOTO
BBII n o6ecnieunBatoT MUJUTMOHBI paO0OYMX MECT BO BCEM MHPE, UTO MOATBEPKAACT MX CTPATETHIECKYIO POIIb
B COBPEMCHHBIX SKOHOMHYECKHX CHCTEMax. B IIeJOM pe3yibTaThl IMOKA3bIBAIOT, YTO BKJIAJ HCKYCCTBA
BBIXOANT 3a Ipeaeibl (MHAHCOBBIX IIOKasaTesleil M OXBaThIBacT 0Oojiee IIMPOKHE ACIEKTHl yCTOWYHBOTO
pa3BUTHs, BKIIOYAas MOBBIIICHHE KauyecTBa JKW3HHW, KyJIbTYpHYIO YCTOMYMBOCTP M COLHAIBHYIO
JKU3HECTOMKOCTB.

Hacrosiee uccnenoBanne BHOCUT BKJIJ B CYIIECTBYIOIIYIO JTUTEPATYypy, MIpeuiaras KOMIUICKCHBIN
TEOPETUYECKUI CHHTE3 MPECTAaBICHUI 0 B3aNMOCBA3H HCKYCCTBA M SKOHOMHYECKOT'0 Pa3BUTHS IIOCPEACTBOM
HHTErPaIliy MOAXO0J0B SKOHOMHUKH KyJIbTYphl M KpEeaTHBHOH PKOHOMMKH. B oTimdme OT TpaguIMOHHBIX
SKOHOMMYECKHX  IOJXOAOB,  MPEHMYILIECTBEHHO  CBS3BIBAIOIIMX  Pa3BUTHE C  [OKa3aTesIMU
MaKpO’KOHOMHMYECKOI'0 POCTa, UCCIENOBaHHUE JTEMOHCTPUPYET, YTO MCKYCCTBO BBICTYIIAET CTPATETHYECKUM
pecypcoM pa3BUTHS, CIIOCOOHBIM OJHOBPEMEHHO CO3J/[aBaTh YKOHOMHUYECKYIO, CONUAIbHYIO M KYJIbTYPHYIO
LIEHHOCTb. B paboTe moauépkuBaeTcs, YTO HHBECTHLIMH B HCKYCCTBO U KYJIBTYpPY CIEAYET pacCMaTpHBaTh Kak
HEOThEMJIEMbIE KOMIIOHEHTHI CTPAaTErHii yCTOWIMBOTO Pa3BUTHS M FOCYAapCTBEHHON MONUTHKU. Kpome Toro,
MOJTyYCHHBIE PE3YJIBTATHI COJCPIKAT IICHHBIE TEOPETUUECKHE TOJIOKEHHS M MPAKTUIECKUE BHIBOABI JJIS JIUII,
pa3pabaThIBAIOMINX TOCYIapCTBEHHYIO MOIUTHKY, HCCIIEA0BATENEH, YIPEKACHUH KyJIbTYPhI U CIICIIHATINCTOB-
MPaKTHKOB B 00JIACTH Pa3BUTHUS, CTPEMSIIUXCS YKPEIUTh KPEaTHBHBIC HHAYCTPHU M BKJIIOYHTH KYJIBTYPHYIO
MOJUTHUKY B JOJTOCPOYHOE IIAHWPOBAHHE HAIMOHAIBHOTO W PETHOHAIBHOTO pPa3BUTHA. AKUEHTHPYS
peoOpa3yronmid MOTEHINAN XyI0KECTBEHHOTO IPOM3BOJACTBA B IKOHOMHKAX, OCHOBAHHBIX Ha 3HAHHUSAX,
uccieoBaHue MoJUEPKUBAET HEOOXOIUMOCTh MPU3HAHUS KYJIBTYPbl W TBOpUYeCcTBa (pyHIaMEHTAIbHBIMU
OTIOpaMH YCTOHYHUBOTO YKOHOMHYECKOTO Pa3BUTHSL.

KiroueBble cjioBa: MCKYCCTBO, 3KOHOMHUYECKOE pPa3BUTHE, KpeaTHBHAs SKOHOMHKA, KyJIbTypHBIE
WHIYCTPHH, KYJIBTYPHBIA KalTUTa.
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Yapilandirilmis Ozet:

Ekonomik kalkinma, geleneksel olarak gayrisafi yurt ici hasila (GSYIH), sanayi iiretimi, sermaye
birikimi ve verimlilik artis1 gibi nicel gostergeler lizerinden degerlendirilmistir. Bununla birlikte, cagdas
kalkinma kuramlari, siirdiriilebilir kalkinmanin yalnizca ekonomik biiylimeyi degil, ayn1 zamanda toplumsal
refahi, kiiltiirel ilerlemeyi, ¢evresel siirdiiriilebilirligi ve insan esenligini de kapsadigini vurgulamaktadir. Bu
baglamda sanat ve kiiltiir, salt estetik veya kiiltiirel faaliyetler olmanin 6tesinde, ekonomik doniigiimiin stratejik
itici giicleri olarak one ¢ikmistir. Bu caligma, sanatin ekonomik kalkinmadaki ¢ok boyutlu roliinii, kiiltiir
ekonomisi ve yaratict ekonomi perspektiflerinden sundugu katkilar1 inceleyerek ortaya koymay1
amaclamaktadir. Aragtirma, 6zellikle sanatsal ve kiiltiirel faaliyetlerin istihdam yaratma, yenilikgilik, turizmin
gelisimi, kentsel rekabet giicii, sosyal sermaye ve siirdiiriilebilir kalkinma iizerindeki etkilerini incelemekte;
cagdas kalkinma stireglerinde kiiltiir politikalarinin stratejik onemini vurgulamaktadir.

Bu calismada, kapsamli bir literatiir taramasina dayanan nitel arastirma deseni benimsenmistir.
Kitaplar, hakemli dergilerde yayimlanan makaleler, UNESCO, UNCTAD ve Eurostat gibi uluslararasi
kuruluglarin yayimladig: raporlar ile kiiltiir ekonomisi, yaratici endiistriler ve ekonomik kalkinmaya iliskin
diger bilimsel yayinlar dahil olmak {izere genis bir ulusal ve uluslararas1 akademik kaynak yelpazesi sistematik
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bicimde incelenmistir. Toplanan veriler, sanatin kalkinmaya katk: sagladig: baslica ekonomik, toplumsal ve
kdiltiirel boyutlar1 belirlemek amacryla tematik analiz yontemiyle ¢6ziimlenmistir. Calismada ayrica, sanatsal
iiretim ile strdiiriilebilir ekonomik biiylime arasindaki iliskiyi aciklayan biitiinciil bir kavramsal ¢erceve
olusturmak iizere kiiltiir ekonomisi ve yaratict ekonomi literatiiriindeki kuramsal yaklagimlar bir araya
getirilmistir.

Bulgular, sanatin birbiriyle baglantili ¢ok sayida mekanizma aracilifiyla ekonomik kalkinmaya
katkida bulundugunu gostermektedir. Kiiltiirel ve yaratici endiistriler; dogrudan ve dolayli istihdam olanaklari
yaratarak, milli geliri artirarak, girisimciligi tesvik ederek ve ekonomik ¢esitlenmeyi destekleyerek dnemli bir
ekonomik deger iiretmektedir. Ayrica sanatsal ve kiiltiirel yatirimlar, kiiltiir turizmini canlandirmakta, kentlerin
uluslararas1 goriinilirliigiinii ve rekabet giiciinii artirmakta, bolgesel kalkinmayr giiclendirmekte ve kent
markalagsmasini gelistirmektedir. Caligma, sanatsal faaliyetlerin yaraticilig1, yenilikgiligi, elestirel diigiinmeyi
ve disiplinlerarasi is birligini tesvik ederek bilgi temelli ekonomilerin yenilik kapasitesini artirdigini da ortaya
koymaktadir. Sanat ve kiiltiir, dl¢tilebilir ekonomik etkilerinin 6tesinde, topluluk diizeyinde etkin katilimi,
toplumsal biitiinlesmeyi, kiiltiirel kimligi ve kamusal katilimi destekleyerek sosyal sermayeyi
giiclendirmektedir. Uluslararasi bulgular da yaratic1 endiistrilerin kiiresel GSYIH’nin giderek daha énemli bir
bilesenini olusturdugunu ve diinya genelinde milyonlarca kisiye istihdam sagladigimi gostererek bu
endiistrilerin ¢agdas ekonomik sistemlerdeki stratejik roliinii ortaya koymaktadir. Genel olarak sonuglar,
sanatin katkisinin finansal performansin otesine gectigini ve yasam kalitesinin iyilestirilmesi, kiiltiirel
stirdiiriilebilirlik ve toplumsal dayaniklilik dahil olmak tizere siirdiiriilebilir kalkinmanin daha genis boyutlarini
kapsadigimni gostermektedir.

Bu ¢alisma, kiiltlir ekonomisi ve yaratici ekonomi yaklagimlarini biitiinlestirerek sanat ile ekonomik
kalkinma arasindaki iligskiye dair kapsamli bir kuramsal sentez sunmakta ve mevcut literatiire katkida
bulunmaktadir. Kalkinmay1 o6ncelikle makroekonomik biiyiime gostergeleriyle iligkilendiren geleneksel
ekonomik yaklagimlardan farkli olarak bu arastirma, sanatin es zamanli bicimde ekonomik, toplumsal ve
kdiltiirel deger iiretebilen stratejik bir kalkinma kaynagi islevi gordiigiinii ortaya koymaktadir. Calisma, sanat
ve kiiltiir yatirimlarinin stirdiiriilebilir kalkinma stratejilerinin ve kamu politikalarinin ayrilmaz bilesenleri
olarak degerlendirilmesi gerektigini vurgulamaktadir. Ayrica bulgular, yaratict endiistrileri gii¢clendirmeyi ve
kdiltiir politikalarin1 uzun vadeli ulusal ve bolgesel kalkinma planlamasina dahil etmeyi amaglayan politika
yapicilara, aragtirmacilara, kiiltlir kurumlarma ve kalkinma alanindaki uygulayicilara degerli kuramsal
icgoriiler ve uygulamaya yonelik ¢ikarimlar sunmaktadir. Sanatsal iiretimin bilgi temelli ekonomilerdeki
doniistiiriicii kapasitesini 6ne ¢ikaran c¢aligma, kiltiir ve yaraticiligin siirdiiriilebilir ekonomik kalkinmanin
temel dayanaklari olarak kabul edilmesi gerektiginin altin1 ¢izmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Sanat, Ekonomik Kalkinma, Yaratici Ekonomi, Kiiltiirel Endiistriler, Kiiltiirel
Sermaye.
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The Role of Art in Economic Development

Introduction

The concept of economic development! has been defined and interpreted in various ways
throughout history. Traditional approaches to development have largely assessed development
through indicators such as economic growth, industrialization, and increases in per capita income. In
contrast, contemporary development theories emphasize that economic growth alone is not
sufficient; elements such as social welfare, cultural development, education, quality of life, and
sustainability are also integral components of the development process. Accordingly, development
is associated not only with increases in economic indicators but also with improvements in
individuals’ living conditions and the level of social development (Sen, 1999).

With the rise of knowledge- and technology-based economies in the 21st century, standard
production models have begun to be replaced by production processes based on creativity,
innovation, and knowledge. The “creative economy” approach that emerged as a result of this
transformation has revealed that cultural and artistic production is one of the fundamental sources of
economic growth. Art and cultural activities have evolved beyond being merely fields that produce
aesthetic and cultural value; they have become strategic sectors that generate economic value, foster
innovation, and contribute to social development (Throsby, 2001).

The increasing competition among countries and cities driven by globalization has shown
that economic superiority depends not only on industrial production and technological capacity but
also on creative potential. In this context, art and culture rank among the key resources that support
economic development. Sectors such as design, visual arts, performing arts, architecture, film, music,
media, and digital content production—collectively referred to as the creative industries—have
become one of the key drivers of growth in both developed and developing economies (Florida,
2002).

One of the most tangible contributions art makes to economic development is realized
through the creative industries. Because these sectors require a high level of creativity and
knowledge, they generate significant added value (Cirakoglu and Odabasi, 2018). Furthermore, the
creative industries provide employment opportunities—particularly for the young and educated
population—encourage entrepreneurship, and enhance economic diversity. The growing demand for
cultural products in international markets has made the economic dimension of art more visible. The
export of cultural products—such as films, television series, music, design products, and traditional

! For detailed information, see: Akcan ve Metin, 2018; Akinct 2015; Canakgioglu 2018; Hiiseyni ve Cakmak 2017; Kurt
2018; Yardimcioglu ve Besel, 2013; Celik vd., 2019; Savrul ve Yagis, 2020; Tuncay ve Kaparova, 2020; Ulger, 2020;
Ravanoglu, 2020; Kadiroglu ve Tiirko, 2024; Artekin, 2024; Yal¢inkaya ve Nano, 2024; Arslantas, 2025; Y1lmaz ve Temiz,
2025; Gilimiis, 2026.
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handicrafts—contributes to countries’ foreign trade revenues and enhances their international
competitiveness.

The contributions of the arts to economic development are not limited to production and
employment. Arts and cultural activities also play significant roles in regional development and
urbanization processes. Cultural heritage sites, museums, art galleries, festivals, and biennials boost
the appeal of cities, thereby revitalizing tourism. Cultural tourism makes significant contributions to
local economies because it attracts high-spending segments of tourists. One of the most striking
examples of this phenomenon is what is referred to in the literature as the “Bilbao Effect.” The
Guggenheim Museum, which opened in 1997 in Bilbao, Spain—a city experiencing economic
stagnation during the post-industrial era—contributed to the region’s transformation into an
international center of culture and tourism and demonstrated the impact of art investments on
economic transformation.

Among the ways art contributes to regional development are urban revitalization and
branding processes. The conversion of abandoned industrial sites into art centers, galleries, and
venues for cultural events attracts new investment to regions and improves quality of life. New
York’s SoHo district and Istanbul’s Bomonti neighborhood are cited as key examples of this
transformation. Furthermore, international art festivals, biennials, and cultural events boost cities’
global visibility and help attract direct foreign investment.

Art also plays a significant role in the development of innovation, which is one of the key
elements of economic development. Art education and artistic activities help individuals develop
their creative thinking, problem-solving, and critical analysis skills. In particular, interdisciplinary
interactions between the fields of art, technology, and engineering lay the groundwork for the
emergence of innovative products and services. Fields such as industrial design, digital media, and
game development are important examples of how the convergence of art and technology can be
transformed into economic value. Furthermore, according to Richard Florida’s (2002) “Creative
Class” theory, highly skilled workers and entrepreneurs prefer to live in cities with culturally rich
and creative environments. This demonstrates that art supports economic development by attracting
high-quality human capital.

The contributions of the arts to economic development also yield significant results on the
social front. Artistic activities strengthen communication among individuals, increase social
participation, and contribute to the development of social capital by fostering interaction among
different social groups. Strong social capital enhances social trust and supports social cohesion,
which is one of the fundamental conditions for sustainable development. Furthermore, encouraging
young people to engage in artistic activities can reduce social exclusion, support individual
development, and help lower crime rates. In this regard, art is an important tool for development that
supports not only economic growth but also social well-being and social stability.

In conclusion, arts and cultural activities offer multidimensional contributions that go beyond
economic growth in today’s understanding of development. Through the creative industries, they
generate employment and income, support cultural tourism, enhance the brand value of cities, foster
innovation, and strengthen social capital. For this reason, investments in the arts and cultural policies
must be considered among the key components of sustainable economic development strategies.
Given the arts’ capacity to generate economic and social value, it can be said that investments in the
fields of culture and the arts hold strategic importance in achieving long-term development goals.

Method

This study is based on a qualitative research method. A literature review was used as the data
collection tool in this study. Published national and international academic studies in the fields of the
economics of art, creative industries, cultural policy, and economic development were examined.
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As part of the research, books, peer-reviewed journal articles, reports from international
organizations, and scientific studies were analyzed. The data obtained were evaluated using thematic
analysis, and the contributions of the arts to economic development were classified under specific
headings.

The primary objective of the study is to explain the relationship between the arts and the
economy within a theoretical framework and to systematically evaluate the findings presented in the
existing literature.

Theoretical Framework
The Cultural Economics Approach

Cultural economics is an interdisciplinary field of research that examines the economic
dimensions of cultural and artistic activities. Drawing on various disciplines such as economics,
sociology, cultural studies, and arts management, this approach evaluates the processes of
production, distribution, marketing, and consumption of cultural products through the lens of
economic analysis. One of the fundamental assumptions of the cultural economy is that cultural and
artistic products do not merely possess aesthetic and symbolic value, but are also products that
generate economic value and occupy an important place within the economic system (Towse, 2019).

Cultural products encompass a broad range of areas, including works of art, music, film,
theater, literature, traditional handicrafts, design products, and elements of cultural heritage. These
products differ from other economic products in certain respects due to their symbolic meanings,
unique characteristics, and creative labor processes. Demand for cultural products is often shaped by
individuals’ aesthetic preferences, cultural backgrounds, and social values. This situation causes
cultural markets to operate according to dynamics that differ from those of traditional markets.
However, these differences do not imply that cultural activities are economically insignificant. On
the contrary, the cultural economy approach demonstrates that cultural activities make significant
contributions to economic growth, employment, and income generation (Throsby, 2001).

In the literature on the cultural economy, art is regarded as a field of activity that generates
both direct and indirect economic impacts. Direct impacts include increases in revenue, employment,
and value added arising from art production, cultural events, and the creative industries. Indirect
effects, on the other hand, manifest as the development of cultural tourism, the revitalization of local
economies, improvements in the investment climate, and an increase in cities’ brand value.
Particularly with the growth of the creative industries, the culture and arts sectors have become a key
component of the knowledge economy and have begun to take center stage in economic development
policies in many countries.

The cultural economy approach emphasizes that the arts are not merely a sector that
generates economic output, but also create public value that contributes to enhancing social well-
being. Artistic activities foster individuals’ creativity, help preserve cultural identity, and support
social integration. For this reason, the returns on cultural investments cannot be measured solely by
financial indicators; factors such as social capital, quality of life, cultural sustainability, and social
cohesion are also incorporated into the evaluation process.

Today, the cultural economy is recognized as one of the key theoretical frameworks
explaining the role of the arts and culture sectors in economic development strategies. This approach
highlights the place of cultural activities within the economic system and scientifically explains the
impacts of the arts on economic growth, job creation, innovation capacity, and sustainable
development. Life in the seas and oceans consists of plants, various animal species, and other
organisms sustained by saltwater. Therefore, aquatic life shapes the very foundation of nature. These
forms of life captivate people not only in terms of their vital functions but also visually (Kandemir,
2025: 463-482). Thus, by drawing inspiration from every field and adding a visual aesthetic, art has
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transformed nature into a way of life. Consequently, the cultural economy perspective reveals that
art is not merely a cultural activity but also a crucial component of economic and social development.

The Creative Economy Approach

The concept of the creative economy is an approach that argues that economic growth cannot
be explained solely by physical capital, natural resources, and traditional factors of production;
rather, creativity, knowledge, cultural capital, and intellectual capital are also decisive factors in the
production of economic value. This concept has gained particular significance with the transition to
the information society and has become one of the fundamental theoretical frameworks explaining
the new dynamics of economic development. According to the creative economy approach, creative
activities such as art, design, media, advertising, software, digital content production, architecture,
fashion, and the entertainment industry are among the key drivers of economic growth and
competitiveness (Howkins, 2001).

The concept of the creative economy emphasizes that economic value stems not only from
material production processes but also from human creativity, accumulated knowledge, and
innovative thinking. In this context, creativity is regarded as a strategic factor of production within
the economic system. In particular, technological advancements and digitalization processes have
accelerated the growth of creative sectors on a global scale and increased the contributions these
sectors make to national economies. Today, creative industries are among the priority areas in the
development policies of many countries due to their potential to generate high added value, create
skilled employment, and provide a competitive advantage in international markets.

One of the key characteristics of the creative economy approach is that human creativity can
generate economic value even under conditions where material resources are limited. This presents
a significant development opportunity, particularly for countries with limited natural resources.
Creativity-based sectors can contribute to economic growth through a high level of knowledge and
innovation capacity, despite requiring only a low level of physical capital. For this reason, many
countries are supporting the development of creative sectors by integrating their culture and arts
policies with their economic development strategies.

Art is regarded as one of the fundamental components of the creative economy. Artistic
production processes not only create cultural value but also generate new job opportunities,
encourage entrepreneurship, and contribute to the development of the creative workforce.
Furthermore, artistic activities, through their interaction with other creative sectors, pave the way for
the emergence of innovative products and services. The creative contributions of art in fields such as
design, digital media, game development, and visual communication have become a key source of
economic value creation.

As emphasized by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD),
the creative economy offers a holistic development model that brings together economic growth,
cultural diversity, technological innovation, and sustainable development goals. Therefore,
supporting the creative sectors not only generates economic benefits but also contributes to the
preservation of cultural heritage, the enhancement of social participation, and the achievement of
sustainable development goals.

The creative economy approach has redefined the role of art and culture within the economic
system and has brought creativity to the forefront as one of the key elements of economic
development. This approach demonstrates that art is not merely a cultural activity but also serves as
a strategic resource in terms of economic growth, employment, innovation, and international
competitiveness. For this reason, art and the creative industries are now considered key components
of sustainable development policies.
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Findings
The Job-Creating Impact of the Arts

Empirical studies conducted worldwide and data from international organizations
(UNESCO, UNCTAD, Eurostat) reveal the role of arts and culture in economic development through
striking findings:

Research/Organization Key Findings and Economic Indicators

The cultural and creative industries account for approximately 3.1% of
global GDP. This sector provides employment for approximately 30
million people worldwide.

Contribution to Global
GDP (UNESCO)

Regional Development
and Multiplier Effect
(Arts &  Economic

Every dollar spent on arts events generates approximately $5 in additional
economic activity (multiplier effect) in the local economy (restaurants,
hotels, transportation, etc.).

Prosperity Reports)
Across the EU, employment in the cultural sector accounts for 3.8% of
European Union Data total employment. Creative cities that attract a skilled workforce (such as
(Eurostat) Berlin, Paris, and Amsterdam) have growth rates that are, on average,
1.5% higher than those of industrial cities.
The Relationship

Technology companies with art- and design-focused budgets have shown
a 12% increase in annual patent acquisition rates and a significant rise in
brand loyalty compared to companies focused solely on engineering.

Between Innovation and
Patents (Kim & Kim,
2021)

It has been found that in regions where culture and arts festivals are held
regularly, the social trust index is 18% higher and there are sustained
declines in local crime rates.

Social Capital and Trust
Index (EADI Studies)

According to research findings, the arts sector is a significant source of employment. Fields
such as music, theater, film, visual arts, design, and digital media provide direct employment to
millions of people. In addition, the economic activity generated by the arts sector indirectly supports
many different sectors (UNESCO, 2013).

One of the key characteristics of employment in the arts is that it requires a high level of
creativity. This helps employees enhance their knowledge and skills, thereby contributing to
economic efficiency.

Art and Tourism

One of the areas where art contributes to economic development is tourism. Cultural heritage
sites, museums, galleries, and art festivals attract millions of tourists. Thanks to cultural tourism
activities, the hospitality, transportation, and food and beverage sectors are experiencing an economic
boom (Richards, 2018).
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In particular, cities with a high concentration of cultural events have seen a significant
increase in tourism revenue. This directly contributes to local economies and supports regional
development.

Art and Innovation

There is a strong relationship between creativity and economic growth. Artistic activities
help individuals develop their problem-solving skills and encourage innovative thinking. The
development of innovative thinking, in turn, contributes to an increase in entrepreneurial activity
(Florida, 2002).

The fact that technology companies today are placing increasing emphasis on design and
creativity is one of the concrete indicators of the relationship between art and economic performance.

City Branding and Art

Investments in the arts contribute to cities’ recognition at the national and international
levels. Cultural events and arts projects enhance cities’ brand value and increase their ability to attract
investment (Evans, 2009).

Many cities are developing economic development strategies through arts centers and
cultural events. This approach has gained particular importance with the spread of the “creative
cities” model.

Social Capital and Social Well-Being

Artistic activities generate not only economic but also social benefits. Cultural events
strengthen communication among individuals and enhance social solidarity. This contributes to the
development of social capital (Putnam, 2000).

Combining traditional production methods with modern design approaches will provide
opportunities for differentiation in both national and international markets. Handicrafts are a
manifestation of a society’s cultural history. The motifs, materials, and techniques used in handicrafts
reflect cultural values. Preserving these is important not only economically but also culturally
(Kandemir, 2026).

Strengthening social capital is also important for economic development. In societies with
high levels of trust, economic partnerships are established more easily, and economic efficiency
increases.

Art and Economic Development in Turkey

Thanks to its rich cultural heritage and artistic legacy, Turkey possesses significant potential
for a cultural economy. Many cities, particularly Istanbul, host international art events. Biennials,
festivals, and cultural events not only boost tourism revenue but also enhance the country’s cultural
visibility.

In recent years, various public policies aimed at developing the creative industries have been
implemented. However, there is a need to increase investment in culture and the arts, support creative
entrepreneurship, and strengthen cultural infrastructure.

Research findings indicate that the effects of art on economic development are multifaceted.
While traditional economic approaches have failed to adequately explain the economic value of art,
the contemporary understanding of the creative economy addresses this shortcoming.

The economic contributions of artistic activities extend beyond the generation of direct
revenue. Effects such as the development of creativity, increased capacity for innovation, the
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strengthening of social capital, and the enhancement of cities’ brand value are of great importance
for long-term economic growth.

Furthermore, the arts are seen as a field aligned with sustainable development goals.
Investments in the arts support economic growth while also safeguarding social well-being and
cultural diversity.

Conclusions and Recommendations

This study examines the effects of art on economic development from both theoretical and
practical perspectives. The literature review conducted revealed that art and cultural activities play a
significant role in the economic development process. The findings reveal that art contributes to
economic development through various mechanisms, such as creating jobs, increasing tourism
revenue, enhancing innovation capacity, raising the brand value of cities, and strengthening social
capital. Particularly in today’s world, where knowledge- and creativity-based economies are on the
rise, the arts and culture sectors hold a prominent position among the factors supporting economic
growth.

Research findings show that the economic impacts of the arts are not limited to generating
direct income and employment. Artistic activities enhance individuals’ creativity, encourage
innovative thinking, and strengthen social interaction. In this regard, art contributes not only to
economic growth but also to the social dimensions of development, such as social cohesion, cultural
sustainability, and improved quality of life. Therefore, within the framework of contemporary
development, art should be viewed not merely as a cultural activity but as a strategic element that
supports economic and social development.

In this context, investments in the arts and culture must be treated as an integral part of
economic development strategies. It is of great importance for public institutions to develop policies
that support the creative industries, increase investments in cultural infrastructure, and strengthen
incentive mechanisms for the arts. Furthermore, the preservation of cultural heritage, the support of
artistic production, and the establishment of a sustainable structure for the creative sectors will
contribute to the achievement of long-term development goals.

Various policy recommendations can be developed to more effectively harness the economic
potential of the arts. First and foremost, giving greater prominence to arts education within the
education system will contribute to the development of creative thinking skills and the cultivation of
the creative workforce of the future. In addition, increasing grant programs, incentives, and financial
support for artists and creative entrepreneurs will accelerate the growth of the creative industries.
Furthermore, the effective protection of intellectual property rights will ensure that the work of artists
and creative sector professionals is converted into economic value, thereby supporting the sector’s
sustainability.

At the same time, partnerships established among universities, local governments, civil
society organizations, and the private sector can provide significant support for the development of
the creative industries and for increasing the economic contributions of the arts. In particular,
promoting arts- and culture-focused projects within regional development policies will not only
enhance cities’ competitiveness but also contribute to the preservation of their cultural identities.

In conclusion, art is not merely a result or a complementary element of economic
development; it is also a key factor that supports and sustains the development process. Investments
in the arts not only contribute to the cultural development of societies but also lay the groundwork
for the formation of innovative, competitive economic structures with high levels of well-being. For
this reason, the holistic integration of arts and culture policies into development strategies is
considered a critical requirement for achieving sustainable economic and social development.
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Ekonomik Kalkinmada Sanatin Rolii

Giris

Ekonomik kalkinma kavrami® tarihsel siire¢ igerisinde farkli bi¢imlerde tanimlanmis ve
yorumlanmustir. Geleneksel kalkinma yaklagimlari, kalkinmay1 biiyiik 6l¢iide ekonomik biiyiime,
sanayilesme ve kisi bagina diisen gelir artig1 gibi gostergeler lizerinden degerlendirmistir. Buna karsin
cagdas kalkinma teorileri, ekonomik biiyiimenin tek bagina yeterli olmadigini; sosyal refah, kiiltiirel
gelisim, egitim, yasam kalitesi ve siirdiiriilebilirlik gibi unsurlarin da kalkinma siirecinin ayrilmaz
bilesenleri oldugunu vurgulamaktadir. Bu dogrultuda kalkinma, yalnizca ekonomik gostergelerde
meydana gelen artislarla degil, bireylerin yasam kosullarindaki iyilesme ve toplumsal gelisim
diizeyiyle de iliskilendirilmektedir (Sen, 1999).

21.yiizyilda bilgi ve teknoloji temelli ekonomilerin yiikselisiyle birlikte, standart tiretim
modellerinin yerini yaraticilik, inovasyon ve bilgiye dayali liretim siirecleri almaya baslamistir. Bu
doniisiim sonucunda ortaya c¢ikan “yaratici ekonomi” yaklagimi, ekonomik biiylimenin temel
kaynaklarindan birinin kiiltiirel ve sanatsal iiretim oldugunu ortaya koymustur. Sanat ve kiiltiir
faaliyetleri, yalmizca estetik ve kiiltiirel deger iireten alanlar olmaktan ¢ikmis; ekonomik deger
yaratan, yenilik¢iligi tesvik eden ve toplumsal gelisime katki saglayan stratejik sektorler haline
gelmistir (Throsby, 2001).

Kiiresellesmenin etkisiyle iilkeler ve sehirler arasindaki rekabetin artmasi, ekonomik
iistiinliigiin yalnizca sanayi tiretimi ve teknolojik kapasiteye degil, ayn1 zamanda yaratici potansiyele
de bagl oldugunu gdstermistir. Bu baglamda sanat ve kiiltiir, ekonomik kalkinmay1 destekleyen
onemli kaynaklar arasinda yer almaktadir. Ozellikle yaratic1 endiistriler olarak adlandirilan tasarim,
gorsel sanatlar, sahne sanatlari, mimarlik, sinema, miizik, medya ve dijital icerik iiretimi gibi
sektorler, gelismis ve gelismekte olan ekonomilerde biiyiimenin dnemli itici giiclerinden biri haline
gelmistir (Florida, 2002).

Sanatin ekonomik kalkinmaya sagladigi en somut katkilardan biri yaratici endiistriler
araciligryla gerceklesmektedir. Bu sektorler, yiiksek diizeyde yaraticilik ve bilgi birikimi
gerektirmeleri nedeniyle dnemli Olciide katma deger iiretmektedir (Cirakoglu ve Odabasi, 2018).
Ayrica yaratict endiistriler, 6zellikle geng ve egitimli niifus i¢in istihdam olanaklar1 sunmakta,
girisimciligi tesvik etmekte ve ekonomik cesitliligi artirmaktadir. Kiiltiirel iriinlerin uluslararasi
pazarlarda giderek daha fazla talep gdormesi, sanatin ekonomik boyutunu daha goriiniir hale
getirmigtir. Sinema, televizyon dizileri, miizik, tasarim iiriinleri ve geleneksel el sanatlar1 gibi

2 Ayrmtili bilgi i¢in bk. Akcan ve Metin, 2018; Akinc1 2015; Canakg¢ioglu 2018; Hiiseyni ve Cakmak 2017; Kurt 2018;
Yardimcioglu ve Besel, 2013; Celik vd., 2019; Savrul ve Yagis, 2020; Tuncay ve Kaparova, 2020; Ulger, 2020; Ravanoglu,
2020; Kadiroglu ve Tiirko, 2024; Artekin, 2024; Yal¢inkaya ve Nano, 2024; Arslantas, 2025; Yilmaz ve Temiz, 2025;
Glimiis, 2026.
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kiiltiirel iiriinlerin ihracat, iilkelerin dis ticaret gelirlerine katki saglamakta ve uluslararasi rekabet
giiclerini artirmaktadir.

El sanatlari, yaratici endiistriler icerisinde tasarim, liretim, pazarlama ve kiiltiirel mirasin
ekonomik dolagima girmesi bakimindan disiplinlerarast bir kesisim alani olusturmaktadir.
Geleneksel tekniklerin ¢agdas tasarim anlayisiyla yeniden yorumlanmasi; iirlin cesitliligi, 6zglin
tasarim, girisimcilik ve yeni pazar olanaklar1 bakimindan ekonomik deger yaratma potansiyelini
artirabilmektedir. Bu nedenle el sanatlarinin degerlendirilmesinde yalnizca iiretim miktar1 degil,
tasarim bilgisi, ustalik, 6zgiinliik, kiiltiirel anlam ve katma deger unsurlarinin birlikte ele alinmasi
gerekmektedir (Throsby, 2010; Kandemir, 2026).

Sanatin ekonomik kalkinmaya katkilar1 yalnizca iiretim ve istthdamla sinirlt degildir. Sanat
ve kiiltiir faaliyetleri, bolgesel kalkinma ve kentlesme siireclerinde de 6nemli roller iistlenmektedir.
Kiiltiirel miras alanlari, miizeler, sanat galerileri, festivaller ve bienaller, kentlerin g¢ekiciligini
artirarak turizm faaliyetlerini canlandirmaktadir. Kiltiir turizmi, turistlerin harcama diizeyi yiiksek
olan kesimlerini ¢ekmesi nedeniyle yerel ekonomilere énemli katkilar saglamaktadir. Bu durumun
en dikkat cekici orneklerinden biri, literatiirde “Bilbao Etkisi” olarak adlandirilan olgudur.
Ispanya’nin sanayi sonras1 donemde ekonomik durgunluk yasayan Bilbao kentinde 1997 yilinda
acilan Guggenheim Miizesi, bolgenin uluslararasi olgekte bir kiiltlir ve turizm merkezi haline
gelmesine katki saglamis ve sanat yatirimlarinin ekonomik doniisiim tizerindeki etkisini gdstermistir.

Sanatin bolgesel kalkinmaya katkilar1 arasinda kentsel canlanma ve markalagma siirecleri de
yer almaktadir. Kullanim dis1 kalan endiistriyel alanlarin sanat merkezlerine, galerilere ve kiiltiirel
etkinlik mekanlarina doniistiiriilmesi, bolgelere yeni yatirimlar ¢ekmekte ve yasam kalitesini
artirmaktadir. New York’taki SoHo bélgesi ve Istanbul’daki Bomonti yerleskesi bu déniisiimiin
onemli 6rnekleri arasinda gosterilmektedir. Bunun yani sira uluslararasi sanat festivalleri, bienaller
ve kiiltlirel etkinlikler, sehirlerin kiiresel Slgekte taninirhigini artirmakta ve dogrudan yabanci
yatirimlarin ¢ekilmesine katki saglamaktadir.

Ekonomik kalkinmanin temel unsurlarindan biri olan inovasyonun gelisiminde de sanat
o6nemli bir rol oynamaktadir. Sanat egitimi ve sanatsal faaliyetler, bireylerin yaratic1 diisiinme,
problem ¢dzme ve elestirel analiz becerilerini gelistirmektedir. Ozellikle sanat, teknoloji ve
miithendislik alanlar1 arasindaki disiplinlerarasi etkilesimler, yenilik¢i {irlin ve hizmetlerin ortaya
cikmasina zemin hazirlamaktadir. Endistriyel tasarim, dijital medya ve oyun gelistirme gibi alanlar,
sanat ile teknolojinin birlesmesinin ekonomik degere doniisebildigi 6nemli orneklerdir. Ayrica
Richard Florida’nin (2002) gelistirdigi “Yaratict Simf” teorisine gore, yiiksek nitelikli is giicli ve
girigsimciler, kiiltiirel agidan zengin ve yaratici ¢evrelere sahip kentlerde yasamayi tercih etmektedir.
Bu durum, sanatin nitelikli beserl sermayeyi c¢ekerek ekonomik gelismeyi destekledigini
gostermektedir.

Sanatin ekonomik kalkinmaya katkilar1 sosyal boyutta da 6nemli sonuglar dogurmaktadir.
Sanat faaliyetleri bireyler arasinda iletisimi giiclendirmekte, toplumsal katilimi artirmakta ve farkli
sosyal gruplar arasinda etkilesim saglayarak sosyal sermayenin gelismesine katkida bulunmaktadir.
Guglii sosyal sermaye, toplumsal giiveni artirmakta ve siirdiirilebilir kalkinmanin temel
kosullarindan biri olan toplumsal uyumu desteklemektedir. Ayrica gencglerin sanatsal faaliyetlere
yonlendirilmesi, sosyal diglanmay1 azaltmakta, bireysel gelisimi desteklemekte ve su¢ oranlarinin
diistiriilmesine katki saglayabilmektedir. Bu yoniiyle sanat, yalnizca ekonomik biiyiimeyi degil, ayni
zamanda toplumsal refahi ve sosyal istikrar1 da destekleyen énemli bir kalkinma aracidir.

Sonu¢ olarak sanat ve kiiltiir faaliyetleri, glinimiiz kalkinma anlayisinda ekonomik
biiyiimenin 6tesinde ¢ok boyutlu katkilar sunmaktadir. Yaratict endiistriler araciligiyla istihdam ve
gelir yaratmakta, kiiltlir turizmini desteklemekte, kentlerin marka degerini artirmakta, inovasyonu
tesvik etmekte ve sosyal sermayeyi giiclendirmektedir. Bu nedenle sanat yatirnmlarinin ve kiiltiirel
politikalarin, siirdiiriilebilir ekonomik kalkinma stratejilerinin 6nemli bilesenleri arasinda
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degerlendirilmesi gerekmektedir. Sanatin ekonomik ve toplumsal deger iiretme kapasitesi dikkate
alindiginda, kiiltir ve sanat alanlarma yonelik yatinmlarin uzun vadeli kalkinma hedeflerinin
gerceklestirilmesinde stratejik bir 6neme sahip oldugu sdylenebilir.

Yontem

Bu aragtirma nitel aragtirma yontemine dayanmaktadir. Calismada veri toplama araci olarak
literatiir taramasi kullanilmistir. Sanat ekonomisi, yaratici endiistriler, kiiltiirel politika ve ekonomik
kalkinma alanlarinda yayimlanmis ulusal ve uluslararasi akademik calismalar incelenmistir. Bu
kapsamda el sanatlari, sanatin ekonomik kalkinmayla iligkisini somutlastiran ve kiiltiirel miras,
yaratici iiretim, tasarim, istthdam ve yerel ekonomik faaliyetleri bir araya getiren bir alan olarak
ayrica degerlendirilmistir.

Arastirma kapsaminda kitaplar, hakemli dergi makaleleri, uluslararast kurulus raporlar1 ve
bilimsel aragtirmalar analiz edilmistir. Elde edilen veriler tematik analiz yontemiyle degerlendirilmis
ve sanatin ekonomik kalkinmaya katkilar1 belirli basliklar altinda siniflandirilmistir. El sanatlarina
iliskin degerlendirmede geleneksel bilgi ve becerilerin aktarimi, ¢agdas tasarimla iliskilendirilmesi,
kiiltiir turizmi ve ekonomik deger iiretme potansiyeli dikkate alinmistir.

Calismanin temel amaci, sanat-ekonomi iliskisini teorik ¢ercevede agiklamak ve mevcut
literatiirde ortaya konulan bulgular sistematik bicimde degerlendirmektir. Bu dogrultuda aragtirma,
sanatin ekonomik katkisini yalnizca dogrudan gelir ve istihdam gostergeleriyle sinirlamamakta; el
sanatlar1 6rneginde oldugu gibi kiiltiirel deger, bilgi ve beceri aktarimi, yaratici iiretim ve yerel
ekonomik hareketlilik arasindaki iligkileri de dikkate almaktadir.

Kuramsal Cerceve
Kiiltiir Ekonomisi Yaklasim

Kiiltiir ekonomisi, kiiltiirel ve sanatsal faaliyetlerin ekonomik boyutlarini inceleyen
disiplinler aras1 bir arastirma alanidir. Ekonomi, sosyoloji, kiiltiirel calismalar ve sanat yonetimi gibi
farkli disiplinlerden yararlanan bu yaklagim, kiiltiirel iiriinlerin tiretim, dagitim, pazarlama ve tiiketim
siireglerini ekonomik analiz yontemleri ¢ergevesinde degerlendirmektedir. Kiiltiir ekonomisinin
temel varsayimlarindan biri, kiiltiirel ve sanatsal iiriinlerin yalnizca estetik ve sembolik deger
tasimadig1, ayn1 zamanda ekonomik deger yaratan ve ekonomik sistem icerisinde 6nemli bir yer tutan
iriinler oldugudur (Towse, 2019).

Kiiltiirel iiriinler; sanatsal eserler, miizik, sinema, tiyatro, edebiyat, geleneksel el sanatlari,
tasarim triinleri ve kiiltiire]l miras unsurlar1 gibi genis bir alan1 kapsamaktadir. Bu {iriinler, icerdigi
sembolik anlamlar, 6zgiinliikk 6zellikleri ve yaratici emek siiregleri nedeniyle diger ekonomik
uriinlerden belirli yonleriyle farklilagmaktadir. Kiiltiirel iiriinlerin talebi ¢ogu zaman bireylerin
estetik tercihleri, kiiltiirel birikimleri ve sosyal degerleri tarafindan sekillendirilmektedir. Bu durum,
kiiltiir piyasalarinin geleneksel piyasalardan farkli dinamiklere sahip olmasina neden olmaktadir.
Ancak sz konusu farkliliklar, kiiltiirel faaliyetlerin ekonomik agidan 6nemsiz oldugu anlamina
gelmemektedir. Tam tersine, kiiltiir ekonomisi yaklasimi kiiltiirel faaliyetlerin ekonomik biiytlime,
istihdam ve gelir yaratma siireclerine 6nemli katkilar sagladigin1 ortaya koymaktadir (Throsby,
2001).

El sanatlar1 bu gercevede yalnizca kiiltiirel triinler olarak degil, bilgi, beceri, teknik ve
yaratict1 emegin kusaktan kusaga aktarildigi yasayan bir iretim alani olarak ele alinmalidir.
UNESCO’nun somut olmayan kiiltiirel miras yaklasiminda geleneksel zanaatin korunmasinda
iriiniin kendisinden ¢ok, iiretime iligkin bilgi ve becerilerin yagatilmasi ve aktarilmasi onem
tagimaktadir. Bu yaklagim, el sanatlarinin ekonomik degerinin yanmi sira kiiltiirel siireklilik ve
toplumsal aktarim islevini de goriiniir kilmaktadir (UNESCO, 2003; UNESCO, 2026).
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Kiiltiir ekonomisi literatiiriinde sanat hem dogrudan hem de dolayli ekonomik etkiler yaratan
bir faaliyet alani olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Dogrudan etkiler; sanat iiretimi, kiiltiirel etkinlikler
ve yaratici endiistriler araciligiyla ortaya ¢ikan gelir, istihdam ve katma deger artisin1 kapsamaktadir.
Dolayh etkiler ise kiiltiir turizminin gelismesi, yerel ekonomilerin canlanmasi, yatirim ortaminin
iyilesmesi ve kentlerin marka degerinin yiikselmesi seklinde ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Ozellikle yaratict
endistrilerin gelismesiyle birlikte kiiltlir ve sanat sektorleri, bilgi ekonomisinin &nemli
bilesenlerinden biri haline gelmis ve bircok iilkede ekonomik kalkinma politikalarinin merkezinde
yer almaya baslamistir.

Kiiltiir ekonomisi yaklagimi, sanatin yalnizca ekonomik ¢iktilar iireten bir sektor olmadigin,
ayni zamanda toplumsal refahin artirilmasina katki saglayan bir kamu degeri olusturdugunu da
vurgulamaktadir. Sanat faaliyetleri bireylerin yaraticilik diizeylerini gelistirmekte, kiiltiirel kimligin
korunmasina katki saglamakta ve sosyal biitiinlesmeyi desteklemektedir. Bu nedenle kiiltiirel
yatirimlarin getirileri yalnizca finansal gostergelerle olciilememekte; sosyal sermaye, yasam kalitesi,
kiiltiirel siirdiiriilebilirlik ve toplumsal uyum gibi unsurlar da degerlendirme siirecine dahil
edilmektedir.

Glniimiizde kiiltir ekonomisi, sanat ve Kkiiltiir sektorlerinin ekonomik kalkinma
stratejilerindeki roliinii agiklayan 6nemli teorik cergevelerden biri olarak kabul edilmektedir. Bu
yaklagim, kiiltiirel faaliyetlerin ekonomik sistem igerisindeki yerini goriiniir kilmakta ve sanatin
ekonomik biliylime, istihdam yaratma, yenilikgilik kapasitesi ve siirdiiriilebilir kalkinma {izerindeki
etkilerini bilimsel temellerle agiklamaktadir. Sanatin denizlerde ve akyanuslarda ki yasam tuzlu
sularin hayat verdigi bitkiler, farkli tiirlerde hayvanlar ve diger organizmalardan
olugmaktadir. Bu yiizden sular i¢indeki yagamlar doganin temelini etkilemektedirler. Bunlar
sadece yasamsal degil ayn1 zamanda gorsel olarakta insanlari etkisi altina almaktadirlar
(Kandemir, 2025: 463-482). Boylece sanat her alandan beslenerek gorsel bir estetik katarak
dogay1 yasam bigimi haline getirmistir. Dolayisiyla kiiltiir ekonomisi perspektifi, sanatin yalnizca
kiiltiirel bir faaliyet alan1 degil, ayn1 zamanda ekonomik ve toplumsal gelismenin dnemli bir bilegeni
oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir.

Yaratici1 Ekonomi Yaklasimi

Yaratici ekonomi kavrami, ekonomik biiyiimenin yalnizca fiziksel sermaye, dogal kaynaklar
ve geleneksel iiretim faktorleriyle agiklanamayacagini; yaraticilik, bilgi, kiiltlirel birikim ve fikri
sermayenin de ekonomik deger iiretiminde belirleyici unsurlar oldugunu savunan bir yaklagimdir.
Bu kavram, ozellikle bilgi toplumuna gegis siireciyle birlikte énem kazanmis ve ekonomik
kalkinmanin yeni dinamiklerini agiklayan temel teorik ¢ergevelerden biri haline gelmistir. Yaratici
ekonomi yaklasimina gore sanat, tasarim, medya, reklamcilik, yazilim, dijital icerik {iiretimi,
mimarlik, moda ve eglence sektorii gibi yaratici faaliyetler, ekonomik bilylimenin ve rekabet
giicliniin 6nemli kaynaklar1 arasinda yer almaktadir (Howkins, 2001).

Yaratici ekonomi anlayisi, ekonomik degerin yalnizca maddi iiretim siireclerinden degil,
aynt zamanda insan yaraticilifi, bilgi birikimi ve yenilik¢i diisiinceden de kaynaklandigini
vurgulamaktadir. Bu baglamda yaraticilik, ekonomik sistem igerisinde stratejik bir iiretim faktorii
olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Ozellikle teknolojik gelismeler ve dijitallesme siiregleri, yaratici
sektorlerin kiiresel dlgekte biiylimesini hizlandirmig ve bu sektdrlerin ulusal ekonomilere sagladig
katkilar1 artirmistir. Glinlimiizde yaratic1 endiistriler; yiiksek katma deger tretme, nitelikli istihdam
olusturma ve uluslararasi pazarlarda rekabet avantaji1 saglama potansiyelleri nedeniyle birgok tilkenin
kalkinma politikalarinda oncelikli alanlar arasinda yer almaktadir.

Yaratici ekonomi yaklagiminin temel 6zelliklerinden biri, maddi kaynaklarin sinirl oldugu
kosullarda dahi insan yaraticiliginin ekonomik deger yaratabilmesidir. Bu durum, 6zellikle dogal
kaynaklar1 smirlt olan {ilkeler i¢in 6nemli bir kalkinma firsati sunmaktadir. Yaraticilik temelli
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sektorler, diisiik diizeyde fiziksel sermaye gereksinimine karsin yiiksek diizeyde bilgi ve yenilikeilik
kapasitesiyle ekonomik biiylimeye katki saglayabilmektedir. Bu nedenle bir¢ok {ilke, kiiltiir ve sanat
politikalarin1 ekonomik kalkinma stratejileriyle biitiinlestirerek yaratic1 sektorlerin gelisimini
desteklemektedir.

Sanat, yaratici ekonominin temel bilesenlerinden biri olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Sanatsal
iretim siiregleri yalnizca kiiltiirel deger olusturmakla kalmamakta, ayn1 zamanda yeni is alanlar
yaratmakta, girisimciligi tesvik etmekte ve yaratici is giiciiniin gelisimine katki saglamaktadir.
Ayrica sanat faaliyetleri, diger yaratici sektorlerle etkilesim icerisinde bulunarak yenilikgi iiriin ve
hizmetlerin ortaya ¢ikmasina zemin hazirlamaktadir. Tasarim, dijital medya, oyun gelistirme ve
gorsel iletisim gibi alanlarda sanatin sagladigi yaratici katkilar, ekonomik deger iiretiminin énemli
kaynaklarindan biri haline gelmistir.

Birlesmis Milletler Ticaret ve Kalkinma Konferans: (UNCTAD) tarafindan da vurgulandigi
lizere yaraticit ekonomi, ekonomik biiyiime, kiiltiirel cesitlilik, teknolojik yenilik ve siirdiiriilebilir
kalkinma hedeflerini bir araya getiren biitiinciil bir kalkinma modeli sunmaktadir. Bu nedenle yaratici
sektorlerin desteklenmesi, yalnizca ekonomik getiriler saglamakla kalmamakta; ayni zamanda
kiiltiirel mirasin korunmasina, toplumsal katilimin artinlmasma ve siirdiiriilebilir kalkinma
hedeflerinin gergeklestirilmesine de katkida bulunmaktadir.

Yaratici ekonomi yaklagimi, sanat ve kiiltiiriin ekonomik sistem igerisindeki roliinii yeniden
tanimlamis ve yaraticiligi ekonomik kalkinmanin temel unsurlarindan biri olarak 6n plana
cikarmistir. Bu yaklasim, sanatin yalnizca kiiltiirel bir faaliyet alan1 olmadigini, ayn1 zamanda
ekonomik biiylime, istihdam, inovasyon ve uluslararasi rekabet giicii a¢isindan stratejik bir kaynak
niteligi tasgidigim ortaya koymaktadir. Bu nedenle gilinlimiizde sanat ve yaratict endiistriler,
stirdiirtilebilir kalkinma politikalarinin 6nemli bilesenleri arasinda degerlendirilmektedir.

Bulgular
Sanatin istihdam Yaratici Etkisi

Diinya genelinde yapilan uygulamali ¢aligmalar ve uluslararasi kuruluslarin (UNESCO,
UNCTAD, Eurostat) verileri, sanat ve kiiltiiriin ekonomik kalkinmadaki roliinii ¢arpic1 bulgularla
ortaya koymaktadir:

Arasgtirma / Kurulus Temelulgular ve Ekonomik Gostergeler

Kiiltiir ve yaratici endiistriler, kiiresel GSYIH'nin yaklasik %3,1'ini
olusturmaktadir. Bu sektor, diinya genelinde yaklagik 30 milyon kigiye
istihdam saglamaktadir.

Kiiresel GSYIH Katkis
(UNESCO)

Bolgesel  Kalkinma  ve

Carpan  Eikisi (Arts & Sanat organizasyonlarina harcanan her 1 dolar, yerel ekonomide

(restoranlar, oteller, ulasim vb.) yaklagik 5 dolarlik ek bir ekonomik

Economic Prosperity . )
Raporlari) aktivite (¢arpan etkisi) yaratmaktadir.

AB genelinde kiiltiirel istihdam, toplam istihdamin %3,8'ine
Avrupa  Birligi  Verileri ulagsmugtir. Nitelikli is giicii ¢eken yaratict kentlerin (Berlin, Paris,
(Eurostat) Amsterdam vb.) biiyiime oranlari, sanayi kentlerine gore ortalama

%1,5 daha yiiksektir.
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Arastirma / Kurulug Temelulgular ve Ekonomik Gostergeler

Sanat ve tasarim odakli biitcelere sahip teknoloji sirketlerinin, sadece

Inovasyon ve Patent Iliskisi miihendislik odakli sirketlere kiyasla yillik patent alma oranlarinda
(Kim & Kim, 2021) %12'lik bir artts ve marka sadakatinde belirgin bir yiikselis
gozlenmistir.

Kiiltiir ve sanat festivallerinin diizenli yapildig1 bolgelerde, toplumsal
giiven endeksinin %18 oraninda daha yiiksek oldugu ve yerel sug
oranlarinda kalic1 disiisler yasandigi saptanmistir.

Sosyal Sermaye ve Giiven
Endeksi (EADI Caligmalar)

Arastirma bulgularina gore sanat sektorii onemli bir istihdam kaynagidir. Miizik, tiyatro,
sinema, gorsel sanatlar, tasarim ve dijital medya gibi alanlar milyonlarca kisiye dogrudan istihdam
saglamaktadir. Ayrica sanat sektOriiniin yarattigi ekonomik hareketlilik dolayli olarak birgok farkl
sektorii de desteklemektedir (UNESCO, 2013).

El sanatlart agisindan degerlendirildiginde, istihdam ve gelir yaratma potansiyeli yalnizca
iiriin satigindan ibaret degildir. Tasarim, iiretim, egitim, atdlye faaliyetleri, pazarlama, kiiltiir turizmi
ve yaratict girisimcilik gibi birbirini tamamlayan siirecler de ekonomik deger iiretimine katkida
bulunabilmektedir. Bu nedenle el sanatlari, yerel iiretim kapasitesinin ve kiiltiirel bilgi birikiminin
ekonomik faaliyetlerle iliskilendirilebildigi bir alan olarak degerlendirilebilir.

Sanat alaninda olusan istihdamin 6nemli 6zelliklerinden biri yiiksek diizeyde yaraticilik
gerektirmesidir. Bu durum ¢alisanlarin bilgi ve beceri diizeylerini artirmakta, ekonomik verimlilige
katki saglamaktadir.

Sanat ve Turizm

El sanatlar1 ile kiiltliir turizmi arasindaki iliski de ekonomik kalkinmanmn Onemli
boyutlarindan biridir. Yerel el sanatlari; atdlyeler, geleneksel tiretim mekanlari, miizeler, festivaller,
fuarlar ve uygulamali deneyimler araciligiyla destinasyonlarin kiiltiirel ¢ekiciligine katkida
bulunabilir. Ziyaretgilerin yalnizca iiriin satin almasi degil, iiretim siirecini deneyimlemesi ve yerel
bilgiyle temas etmesi, el sanatlarini kiiltiirel deneyimin bir parcasina doniistiirmektedir. UNESCO da
somut olmayan kiiltiirel mirasla iligkili ticari faaliyetlerin, mirasin yasatilmasini tehdit etmemesi ve
uygulayict topluluklarin ekonomik siireglerden adil bicimde yararlanmasi1 kosuluyla yerel
ekonomileri ve ge¢im kaynaklarin destekleyebilecegini belirtmektedir (UNESCO, 2009; UNESCO,
2026).

Sanatin ekonomik kalkinmaya katki sundugu alanlardan biri de turizmdir. Kiiltiirel miras
alanlar1, miizeler, galeriler ve sanat festivalleri milyonlarca turist ¢ekmektedir. Kiiltiirel turizm
faaliyetleri sayesinde konaklama, ulasim ve yeme-igme sektorleri ekonomik olarak canlanmaktadir
(Richards, 2018).

Ozellikle kiiltiirel etkinliklerin yogun oldugu sehirlerde turizm gelirlerinin énemli dlgiide
arttign goriilmektedir. Bu durum yerel ekonomilere dogrudan katki saglamakta ve bolgesel
kalkinmay1 desteklemektedir.

El sanatlarinin kiiltiir turizmiyle iliskilendirilmesi, yerel iireticilerin goriiniirliigiinii artirirken
geleneksel tiretim bilgisinin ziyaretcilerle paylasilmasina da olanak saglayabilir. Bununla birlikte
ticarilesme siireglerinin  geleneksel bilgi ve becerilerin siirdiiriilebilirligini  desteklemesi ve
uygulayici topluluklarin ekonomik siireglerden yararlanmasini gézetmesi gerekmektedir (UNESCO,
2009; UNESCO, 2026).
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Sanat ve Yenilikg¢ilik

El sanatlarinda yenilikgilik, geleneksel teknigin ortadan kaldirilmasi degil, teknik bilginin
yeni malzeme, bi¢im, islev, tasarim ve {retim teknolojileriyle iliskilendirilmesi seklinde
degerlendirilebilir. Ozellikle nakis, dokuma, baski, seramik, ahsap, metal ve diger geleneksel iiretim
alanlarinda dijital tasarim ve ¢agdas liretim yontemleriyle kurulan iligkiler, geleneksel bilginin yeni
kullanim alanlarina tasgimmasini saglayabilir. Bu baglamda geleneksel el sanatlari, tasarim ve
teknoloji arasindaki etkilesim, kiiltiire]l mirasin korunmasi ile yenilik¢i ekonomik {iretimin birlikte
ele alinabilecegi bir alan sunmaktadir (Cirakoglu ve Odabasi, 2018; UNESCO, 2016).

Yaraticilik ile ekonomik biiyiime arasinda giiglii bir iliski bulunmaktadir. Sanat faaliyetleri
bireylerin problem ¢dzme becerilerini gelistirmekte ve yenilik¢i diislinceyi tesvik etmektedir.
Yenilik¢i diisiincenin gelismesi ise girisimcilik faaliyetlerinin artmasina katki saglamaktadir
(Florida, 2002).

Giiniimiizde teknoloji sirketlerinin tasarim ve yaraticiliga giderek daha fazla 6nem vermesi,
sanat ile ekonomik performans arasindaki iliskinin somut gdstergelerinden biridir.

El sanatlarinda yenilikgilik bakimindan ise geleneksel tekniklerin dijital tasarim, yeni
malzemeler ve ¢agdas iiretim yontemleriyle iliskilendirilmesi, geleneksel bilgi ve becerilerin yeni
kullanim alanlarina tasinmasina katki saglayabilir. Ozellikle nakis gibi teknik alanlarda dijital
tasarim ve teknolojik iiretim olanaklarinin kullanilmasi, geleneksel iiretimin ¢agdas tasarim ve pazar
kosullariyla yeniden iliskilendirilmesine imkén verebilmektedir (Cirakoglu ve Odabasi, 2018).

Kent Markalasmasi ve Sanat

Sanat yatirimlart sehirlerin ulusal ve wuluslararasi diizeyde taninmasina katkida
bulunmaktadir. Kiiltiirel etkinlikler ve sanat projeleri sehirlerin marka degerini ylikseltmekte ve
yatirim ¢ekme kapasitesini artirmaktadir (Evans, 2009).

Birgok sehir, sanat merkezleri ve kiiltiirel etkinlikler araciligryla ekonomik kalkinma
stratejileri gelistirmektedir. Bu yaklagim 6zellikle yaratici sehirler modelinin yayginlasmasiyla Gnem
kazanmustir.

Sosyal Sermaye ve Toplumsal Refah

Sanat faaliyetleri yalmizca ekonomik degil sosyal faydalar da iiretmektedir. Kiiltiirel
etkinlikler bireyler arasinda iletisimi giiglendirmekte ve toplumsal dayanismayi artirmaktadir. Bu
durum sosyal sermayenin gelismesine katki sunmaktadir (Putnam, 2000).

Geleneksel iiretim yontemlerinin modern tasarim yaklasimiyla birlestirilmesi hem ulusal
hem de uluslararasi pazarlarda farklilasma firsat1 saglayacaktir. El sanatlari, bir toplumun kiiltiirel
tarihinin bir tezahiiriidiir. El sanatlarinda kullanilan motifler, malzemeler ve teknikler kiltiirel
degerleri yansitir. Bunlarin korunmasi sadece ekonomik degil, ayn1 zamanda kiiltiirel acidan da
onemlidir (Kandemir, 2026).

El sanatlarinin ekonomik kalkinma igerisindeki yeri, geleneksel iiretim bilgisinin ¢agdas
tasarim ve pazar kosullariyla iliskilendirilmesi iizerinden de aciklanabilir. Ancak bu siirecte
standardizasyon ve ticarilesmenin, el sanatlarinin 6zgiin tiretim bilgisini ve topluluk temelli niteligini
zayiflatmamasi 6nem tasimaktadir. UNESCO’nun yaklasiminda ekonomik faaliyetlerin yasayan
mirasin  siirdiiriilebilirligini  desteklemesi, bilgi ve becerilerin aktarimmi giiclendirmesi ve
uygulayicilarin bu siireclerin temel yararlanicilar1 olmasi gerektigi vurgulanmaktadir (UNESCO,
2009; UNESCO, 2026).

Sosyal sermayenin giigclenmesi ekonomik kalkinma agisindan da 6nemlidir. Giiven diizeyinin
yiiksek oldugu toplumlarda ekonomik is birlikleri daha kolay kurulmakta ve ekonomik verimlilik
artmaktadir.

Turkish Studies — Economics, Finance, Politics 21(O1)



The Role of Art in Economic Development 2289

Tiirkiye'de Sanat ve Ekonomik Kalkinma

Tiirkiye, zengin kiiltiirel miras1 ve sanatsal birikimi sayesinde dnemli bir kiiltlir ekonomisi
potansiyeline sahiptir. Istanbul basta olmak iizere bircok sehir uluslararasi sanat etkinliklerine ev
sahipligi yapmaktadir. Bienaller, festivaller ve kiiltiirel organizasyonlar hem turizm gelirlerini
artirmakta hem de iilkenin kiiltiirel goriintirligiinii gliclendirmektedir.

Tirkiye baglaminda el sanatlarinin kiiltiirel ekonomi agisindan degerlendirilmesi ayrica
onem tasimaktadir. UNESCO Somut Olmayan Kiiltiirel Miras listesinde Tiirkiye’ye ait geleneksel
zanaat ve iiretim alanlarinin farkli ornekleri yer almakta; 2025 yilinda Gaziantep’in Antep Isi
dokuma/isleme gelenegi Temsili Liste’ye kaydedilmistir. Bu durum, geleneksel el sanatlarinin
yalnizca ge¢mise ait iretim bigimleri olmadigini, yasayan bilgi ve beceri sistemleri olarak kiiltiirel
kimlik, egitim, tasarim ve ekonomik yasamla birlikte ele alinabilecegini gostermektedir (UNESCO,
2025).

Son yillarda yaratici endistrilerin gelistirilmesine yonelik ¢esitli kamu politikalar
uygulanmistir. Bununla birlikte kiiltiir ve sanat alanindaki yatirimlarin artirilmasi, yaratici
girisimciligin desteklenmesi ve kiiltiirel altyapinin giiglendirilmesi gerekmektedir.

Arastirma bulgulari sanatin ekonomik kalkinma {izerindeki etkilerinin ¢ok boyutlu oldugunu
gostermektedir. Geleneksel ekonomik yaklasimlar sanatin ekonomik degerini yeterince
aciklayamamais olsa da giinlimiizde yaratic1 ekonomi anlayisi bu eksikligi gidermektedir.

Sanat faaliyetlerinin ekonomik katkilar1 dogrudan gelir yaratmanin Gtesine gecmektedir.
Yaraticiligin gelismesi, inovasyon kapasitesinin artmasi, sosyal sermayenin giiclenmesi ve kentlerin
marka degerinin yiikselmesi gibi etkiler uzun vadeli ekonomik biiyiime agisindan biiyiikk 6nem
tasimaktadir.

Ayrica sanatin siirdiiriilebilir kalkinma hedefleriyle uyumlu bir alan oldugu goériilmektedir.
Sanat yatirimlar1 ekonomik biiylimeyi desteklerken ayni zamanda toplumsal refahi ve kiiltiirel
cesitliligi korumaktadir.

Sonuc ve Oneriler

Bu c¢alismada sanatin ekonomik kalkinma {izerindeki etkileri teorik ve uygulamali
boyutlartyla ele alinmistir. Yapilan literatiir incelemesi sonucunda, sanat ve kiiltiir faaliyetlerinin
ekonomik kalkinma siirecinde 6nemli bir rol {istlendigi goriilmistiir. Elde edilen bulgular, sanatin
istthdam yaratma, turizm gelirlerini artirma, yenilik¢ilik kapasitesini gelistirme, kentlerin marka
degerini yiikseltme ve sosyal sermayeyi giiclendirme gibi ¢esitli mekanizmalar araciligiyla ekonomik
kalkinmaya katki sagladigini ortaya koymaktadir. Ozellikle bilgi ve yaraticilik temelli ekonomilerin
gelistigi gliniimiizde, sanat ve kiiltiir sektdrleri ekonomik bilylimenin destekleyici unsurlar1 arasinda
onemli bir konuma sahip bulunmaktadir.

Arastirma bulgulari, sanatin ekonomik etkilerinin yalnizca dogrudan gelir ve istihdam
yaratma ile sinirli olmadigimi gostermektedir. Sanat faaliyetleri, bireylerin yaraticilik diizeylerini
artirmakta, yenilik¢i diislinceyi tesvik etmekte ve toplumsal etkilesimi giiglendirmektedir. Bu
yOniiyle sanat, ekonomik biiylimenin yam sira sosyal uyum, kiiltiirel siirdiiriilebilirlik ve yasam
kalitesinin yiikseltilmesi gibi kalkinmanin sosyal boyutlarina da katki sunmaktadir. Dolayisiyla
sanat, cagdas kalkinma anlayisi igerisinde yalnizca kiiltiirel bir faaliyet alan1 olarak degil, ekonomik
ve toplumsal gelisimi destekleyen stratejik bir unsur olarak degerlendirilmelidir.

Bu kapsamda sanat ve kiiltlir yatinmlarinin ekonomik kalkinma stratejilerinin ayrilmaz bir
parcasi olarak ele alinmasi gerekmektedir. Kamu kurumlarinin yaratici endiistrileri destekleyen
politikalar gelistirmesi, kiiltlirel altyapr yatirimlarini artirmasi ve sanat alanina yonelik tesvik
mekanizmalarim giliglendirmesi biiyiik 6nem tagimaktadir. Ayrica kiiltiirel mirasin korunmasi, sanat
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iiretiminin desteklenmesi ve yaratici sektorlerin siirdiiriilebilir bir yapiya kavusturulmasi, uzun vadeli
kalkinma hedeflerinin gergeklestirilmesine katki saglayacaktir.

El sanatlar1 alaninda ise destek mekanizmalarinin yalnizca iiretim ve satis kapasitesini
artirmaya degil, geleneksel bilgi ve becerilerin aktarimini, usta-¢irak iliskilerini, ¢agdas tasarim
calismalarini, dijitallesmeyi ve yerel iireticilerin pazara erisimini birlikte destekleyecek bigimde
yapilandirilmast 6nem tasimaktadir. Bu yaklasim, ekonomik deger iiretimi ile kiiltiirel mirasin
stirdiiriilebilirligini birlikte ele alan daha biitiinciil bir kalkinma ¢ercevesi sunmaktadir.

Sanatin ekonomik potansiyelinden daha etkin bi¢cimde yararlanilabilmesi i¢in ¢esitli politika
onerileri gelistirilebilir. Oncelikle egitim sisteminde sanat egitimine daha fazla yer verilmesi, yaratic
diisiinme becerilerinin gelistirilmesine ve gelecegin yaratici is giiciiniin yetistirilmesine katki
saglayacaktir. Bunun yaninda sanatcilar ve yaratici girisimcilere yonelik hibe programlari, tesvikler
ve finansman desteklerinin artirilmasi, yaratici endiistrilerin biiylimesini hizlandiracaktir. Ayrica
fikri miilkiyet haklarinin etkin bir sekilde korunmasi, sanat¢ilarin ve yaratici sektor galisanlariin
emeklerinin ekonomik degere doniismesini saglayarak sektdriin stirdiiriilebilirligini destekleyecektir.

Bununla birlikte tiniversiteler, yerel yonetimler, sivil toplum kuruluslart ve 6zel sektor
arasinda kurulacak is birlikleri, yaratict endiistrilerin gelismesine ve sanatin ekonomik katkilarmin
artirilmasina dnemli dlgiide destek saglayabilir. Ozellikle bolgesel kalkinma politikalarinda sanat ve
kiiltiir odakli projelerin tesvik edilmesi, kentlerin rekabet giiciinii artirirken ayn1 zamanda kiiltiirel
kimliklerinin korunmasina da katki sunacaktir.

Ozellikle el sanatlar1 alaninda iiniversiteler, yerel yonetimler, kiiltiir kurumlari, sivil toplum
kuruluslari, tasarimcilar ve tiretici topluluklar arasindaki is birlikleri; arastirma, egitim, tasarim,
tanitim ve pazarlama siire¢lerinin biitiinlestirilmesine katki saglayabilir. Bu tiir cok paydasl yapilar,
geleneksel {iretim bilgisinin korunmasi ile ¢cagdas ekonomik kullanim alanlarinin gelistirilmesini
birlikte destekleyebilir.

Sonug olarak sanat, ekonomik kalkinmanin yalnizca bir sonucu veya tamamlayici unsuru
degil, aym1 zamanda kalkinma siirecini destekleyen ve siirdiiriilebilir kilan énemli bir faktordiir.
Sanata yapilan yatirimlar, toplumlarin kiiltiirel gelisimine katki saglamanin oOtesinde; yenilikei,
rekabetci ve yliksek refah diizeyine sahip ekonomik yapilarin olusmasina da zemin hazirlamaktadir.
Bu nedenle sanat ve kiiltiir politikalarinin kalkinma stratejileriyle biitiinciil bir sekilde ele alinmasi,
stirdiiriilebilir ekonomik ve toplumsal gelismenin saglanmasinda Oonemli bir gereklilik olarak
degerlendirilmektedir.

Caligmanin literatiir taramasina dayali olmasi nedeniyle elde edilen sonuglar, incelenen
kaynaklarin ortaya koydugu kuramsal ve uygulamali degerlendirmelerle sinirlidir. Bu nedenle el
sanatlarmin ekonomik etkilerinin gelecekte saha arastirmalari, iiretici ve uygulayicilarla yapilacak
gorlismeler, yerel ekonomik veriler ve bolgesel ornekler {izerinden ayrica incelenmesi, alanin
ekonomik katkilarinin daha somut bigimde ortaya konulmasina katki saglayabilir.
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