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Abstract: This study reviews Tarik Isik’s Fifteen Women on the Gallows: The True Stories of Women Executed
in Tiirkiye (1931-1971), which examines women executed in Tiirkiye during the Republican period. The
review evaluates the book through a comparative reading of the existing literature on capital punishment,
female criminality, and gender in criminal justice studies. Particular attention is given to the book’s use of
sources, thematic structure, and its contribution to the historiography of punishment in modern Tiirkiye. The
study argues that, although the book does not present a systematic theoretical framework and remains largely
descriptive in several sections, it nevertheless makes an important empirical contribution by compiling
dispersed information on women subjected to capital punishment. The book draws attention to an understudied
dimension of Turkish legal and social history and provides valuable material for future interdisciplinary studies
concerning gender, punishment, and criminal justice. At the same time, the review identifies several limitations,
including the absence of analytical coherence, the uneven organisation of chapters, and the limited engagement
with broader international scholarship on feminist criminology and the sociology of punishment. Despite these
limitations, the work remains significant because it foregrounds women as historical subjects within the history
of execution and punishment in Tiirkiye. In this respect, the book contributes to ongoing discussions concerning
gendered dimensions of criminal justice and highlights the need for further theoretically informed studies on
capital punishment in modern Turkish history.
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Oz: Bu calisma, Cumhuriyet déneminde Tiirkiye’de idam edilen kadmlar1 ele alan Tarik Isik’in Daragacinda
15 Kadin: Tiirkiye de Idam Edilen Kadinlarin Gercek Hikdyeleri (1931—1971) bashkh eserini incelemektedir.
Calismada kitap; idam cezasi, kadin suglulugu ve ceza adaleti ¢caligmalarinda toplumsal cinsiyet konularina
iliskin mevcut literatiir cercevesinde karsilagtirmali bir yaklagimla degerlendirilmektedir. Bu dogrultuda
ozellikle eserin kaynak kullanimi, tematik kurgusu ve modern Tiirkiye’de ceza ve infaz tarihine yaptig1 katki
iizerinde durulmaktadir. Calisma, kitabin sistematik bir kuramsal gergeve ortaya koymamasina ve bazi
boliimlerde biiylik dlciide betimleyici bir nitelik tagimasina ragmen, idam cezasina ¢arptirilmis kadinlara iligkin
daginik bilgileri bir araya getirmesi bakimindan 6nemli bir ampirik katki sundugunu ileri siirmektedir. Eser,
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Tiirkiye’nin hukuk ve toplum tarihinin yeterince incelenmemis bir boyutuna dikkat ¢ekmekte ve toplumsal
cinsiyet, ceza ve ceza adaleti alanlarinda yapilacak disiplinlerarasi ¢aligmalar icin degerli veriler saglamaktadir.
Bununla birlikte inceleme, eserin analitik biitiinliik eksikligi, boliimler arasindaki yapisal diizensizlik ve feminist
kriminoloji ile cezanin sosyolojisine iliskin uluslararasi literatiirle sinirh diizeyde iliski kurmasi gibi bazi 6nemli
siirliliklarini da ortaya koymaktadir. Bu sinirliliklarina ragmen eser, Tiirkiye’de infaz ve ceza tarihi icerisinde
kadmnlar1 tarihsel 6zne olarak goriiniir kilmasi bakimindan 6nem tagimaktadir. Bu yoniiyle caligma, ceza
adaletinin toplumsal cinsiyet boyutlarina iligkin tartigmalara katk1 sunmakta ve modern Tiirkiye tarihinde idam
cezasi lizerine daha giiclii kuramsal temellere dayanan yeni arastirmalara duyulan ihtiyact vurgulamaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: idam Cezas1, Kadmlar, Kadm Suclulugu, Toplumsal Cinsiyet, Ceza Adaleti, Tiirkiye.
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Structured Abstract:

Tarik Isik’s Fifteen Women on the Gallows: The True Stories of Women Executed in Tiirkiye (1931—
1971) focuses on a subject that has largely been neglected in the historiography of punishment and criminal
justice in Tiirkiye, namely women who were sentenced to death and executed during the Republican period.
Covering the years between 1931 and 1971, the book presents short biographical narratives of fifteen women
whose lives ended on the gallows. This review article examines the work within the broader framework of
penal history, gender studies, and historiography, paying particular attention to the author’s use of sources,
narrative method, and effort to render female convicts visible as historical subjects. By centring on female
prisoners, the study draws attention not only to a marginalised group within legal history, but also to a neglected
dimension of broader debates concerning crime, punishment, and state power in modern Tiirkiye. In this
respect, the book intervenes in a field in which both the history of execution by hanging and gender-oriented
analyses have long remained dominated by male-centred narratives.

As a journalist rather than an academic historian or legal scholar, Isik adopts a narrative and
descriptive approach. The book relies on a wide range of sources, including contemporary newspapers, court
records where available, memoirs, oral testimonies, and previously published studies. This eclectic use of
materials allows the author to reconstruct the social backgrounds, criminal charges, trial processes, and
executions of the women discussed, even when official documentation is fragmentary or incomplete. While
this approach does not conform to strict academic standards of source criticism and methodological
transparency, it does succeed in assembling dispersed information that would otherwise remain inaccessible or
overlooked.

One of the book’s most important contributions lies in its effort to foreground women as historical
subjects within the context of execution by hanging. Existing scholarship on the death penalty in Tiirkiye has
largely focused on legal reforms, constitutional debates, political trials, and male defendants, particularly in
relation to coups, insurgencies, and ideological conflicts. Against this backdrop, the book fills a significant
empirical gap by bringing together information on female convicts whose cases are rarely discussed in
academic works. The book thereby challenges the implicit assumption that execution by hanging in Tiirkiye
was predominantly a male experience and invites readers to reconsider how gender shaped both criminal
prosecution and penal practices.

The book is organised into thematic sections dealing with issues such as female criminality, execution
practices, the role of executioners, and cases in which death sentences were commuted. These sections provide
useful contextual information and help situate individual cases within broader institutional and social
frameworks. However, the overall structure of the book is uneven. The central theme—women executed in
Tiirkiye—is at times delayed or interrupted by extended discussions that are only loosely connected to the main
subject. As a result, the narrative occasionally loses focus, and the reader may find it difficult to follow a clear
analytical trajectory across chapters.

Isik draws on earlier criminological and legal writings to contextualise female criminality, including
references to Cesare Lombroso (1835-1909), early Republican legal scholars, and later sociological surveys
conducted in Tiirkiye. These materials are presented primarily in a descriptive manner, with little critical
evaluation of their underlying assumptions. Consequently, different explanatory frameworks—such as
biological determinism, emotional instability, moral deficiency, and socio-economic hardship—are juxtaposed
rather than systematically assessed. Nonetheless, when read comparatively, these references reveal an
important historical shift. Whereas earlier accounts tended to frame female criminality in terms of morality and
emotional weakness, later sources increasingly emphasise structural factors such as poverty, domestic violence,
lack of social protection, and economic insecurity.

Several sections of the book provide particularly valuable material for future research. The discussion
of executioners during the Republican period, for instance, draws attention to the absence of a permanent,
institutionalised executioner corps within the state apparatus. Instead, executions were often carried out by
individuals contracted on a temporary basis, a practice that raises important questions about professionalisation,
state authority, and the practical implementation of capital punishment. Similarly, the examination of women
whose death sentences were commuted by decisions of the Turkish Grand National Assembly opens up avenues
for further inquiry into discretion, mercy, and political intervention in capital cases.
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The final sections of the book address controversial claims found in public discourse, such as the
alleged execution of a woman during the uprisings against the Hat Law (the 1925 law regulating Western-style
headgear as part of the early Republican modernization reforms). By tracing the origins of this claim and
comparing it with available archival evidence, Isik demonstrates that some widely circulated narratives lack
documentary support. Although the author refrains from offering definitive conclusions, this discussion
highlights the importance of careful source evaluation and illustrates how myths and assumptions can become
embedded in collective memory.

In conclusion, the book is not an academic monograph, nor does it aim to provide a systematically
developed analytical framework. Its bibliography is limited, and many of its arguments remain
underdeveloped. Nevertheless, the book’s extensive use of diverse sources and its focus on an overlooked
group make it a valuable reference work. For scholars interested in execution by hanging, gender, and modern
Turkish history, the book offers a foundation upon which more rigorous and theoretically informed studies can
be built. By bringing women condemned to death into the historical record, Isik’s work makes an important
empirical contribution and underscores the need for further research that integrates gender into the study of
punishment and criminal justice in Tiirkiye.

Keywords: Capital Punishment, Women, Female Criminality, Gender, Criminal Justice, Tirkiye.
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Résumé Structuré:

L’ouvrage de Tarik Isik, Quinze femmes sur I’échafaud : Les histoires vraies des femmes exécutées
en Turquie (1931-1971), porte sur un sujet largement négligé dans 1’historiographie des peines et de la justice
pénale en Turquie, & savoir les femmes condamnées a mort et exécutées durant la période républicaine.
Couvrant les années 1931 a 1971, le livre présente de bréves notices biographiques de quinze femmes dont la
vie s’est achevée sur I’échafaud. Cet article de recension examine ’ouvrage dans le cadre plus large de
I’histoire pénale, des études de genre et de I’historiographie, en accordant une attention particuliére a
I’utilisation des sources par 1’auteur, a sa méthode narrative ainsi qu’a son effort visant a rendre visibles les
condamnées en tant que sujets historiques. En placant les détenues au centre de son analyse, 1’étude attire
I’attention non seulement sur un groupe marginalisé dans 1’histoire du droit, mais aussi sur une dimension
négligée des débats plus vastes relatifs a la criminalité, & la peine et au pouvoir de ’Etat dans la Turquie
moderne. A cet égard, I’ouvrage constitue une contribution importante dans un domaine ou tant ’histoire de
I’exécution par pendaison que les analyses fondées sur le genre sont demeurées longtemps dominées par des
récits centrés sur les hommes.

Journaliste plutét qu’historien universitaire ou juriste, Isik adopte une approche essentiellement
narrative et descriptive. L’ouvrage s’appuie sur un large éventail de sources, notamment la presse
contemporaine, les archives judiciaires lorsqu’elles sont disponibles, les mémoires, les témoignages oraux et
les études antérieures. Cette utilisation éclectique des matériaux permet a I’auteur de reconstituer les origines
sociales des femmes concernées, les chefs d’accusation, le déroulement des proces et 1’exécution des peines,
méme lorsque la documentation officielle est lacunaire ou incompléte. Bien que cette démarche ne réponde pas
pleinement aux exigences académiques en matiére de critique des sources et de transparence méthodologique,
elle parvient néanmoins a réunir des informations dispersées qui seraient autrement demeurées inaccessibles
ou ignorées.

L’une des principales contributions de I’ouvrage réside dans sa volonté de mettre les femmes au
premier plan en tant que sujets historiques dans le contexte de I’exécution par pendaison. Les recherches
existantes sur la peine de mort en Turquie se sont principalement concentrées sur les réformes juridiques, les
débats constitutionnels, les procés politiques et les accusés masculins, en particulier dans le contexte des coups
d’Etat, des insurrections et des conflits idéologiques. Dans cette perspective, le livre comble une lacune
empirique importante en réunissant des informations sur des condamnées dont les affaires sont rarement
évoquées dans les travaux académiques. Ce faisant, il remet en question I’idée implicite selon laquelle
I’exécution par pendaison en Turquie aurait constitué une expérience essenticllement masculine et invite a
reconsidérer la maniére dont le genre a influencé tant les poursuites pénales que les pratiques de répression.

www.turkishstudies.net/religion



484 Cumali Bozpinar

L’ouvrage est organisé en plusieurs sections thématiques consacrées a des questions telles que la
criminalité féminine, les pratiques d’exécution, le role des bourreaux et les cas dans lesquels les condamnations
amort ont ét¢ commuées. Ces chapitres fournissent des informations contextuelles utiles et permettent de situer
les cas individuels dans des cadres institutionnels et sociaux plus larges. Toutefois, la structure générale de
I’ouvrage demeure inégale. Le théme central — les femmes exécutées en Turquie — est parfois retardé¢ ou
interrompu par de longues discussions n’entretenant qu’un lien indirect avec le sujet principal. En conséquence,
le récit perd occasionnellement de sa cohérence et le lecteur peut éprouver des difficultés a suivre une
progression analytique claire d’un chapitre a I’autre.

Afin de contextualiser la criminalit¢ féminine, Isik mobilise plusieurs travaux antérieurs en
criminologie et en droit, notamment les écrits de Cesare Lombroso (1835-1909), ceux des premiers juristes de
la République ainsi que des enquétes sociologiques réalisées ultérieurement en Turquie. Ces références sont
présentées essentiellement de maniére descriptive, sans véritable examen critique de leurs présupposés. Par
conséquent, différents cadres explicatifs — tels que le déterminisme biologique, 1’instabilité émotionnelle, la
déficience morale ou les difficultés socio-économiques — sont juxtaposés plutét qu’évalués de maniere
systématique. Néanmoins, une lecture comparative de ces références met en évidence une évolution historique
importante : alors que les travaux anciens interprétaient généralement la criminalité féminine sous 1’angle de
la morale et de la faiblesse émotionnelle, les sources plus récentes accordent une importance croissante a des
facteurs structurels tels que la pauvreté, les violences domestiques, 1’absence de protection sociale et la
précarité économique.

Plusieurs sections de I’ouvrage offrent des matériaux particuliérement précieux pour les recherches
futures. La discussion consacrée aux bourreaux durant la période républicaine attire notamment 1’attention sur
I’absence d’un corps permanent et institutionnalisé d’exécuteurs au sein de ’appareil d’Etat. Les exécutions
étaient, au contraire, fréquemment confiées a des personnes recrutées de maniére temporaire, une pratique qui
souléve des questions importantes concernant la professionnalisation, I’autorité de 1’Etat et la mise en ceuvre
concrete de la peine capitale. De méme, I’examen des cas de femmes dont les condamnations & mort furent
commuées par décision de la Grande Assemblée nationale de Turquie ouvre de nouvelles perspectives de
recherche sur le pouvoir discrétionnaire, la clémence et 1’intervention politique dans les affaires de peine
capitale.

Les derniéres parties de 1’ouvrage abordent certaines affirmations controversées présentes dans le
discours public, notamment celle selon laquelle une femme aurait été exécutée lors des soulévements
consécutifs a la Loi sur le chapeau (la loi de 1925 réglementant 1’adoption du couvre-chef occidental dans le
cadre des réformes de modernisation de la jeune République). En retragant I’origine de cette affirmation et en
la confrontant aux preuves archivistiques disponibles, Isik démontre que certaines narrations largement
diffusées sont dépourvues de fondement documentaire. Bien que ’auteur s’abstienne de formuler des
conclusions définitives, cette analyse souligne I’importance d’une évaluation rigoureuse des sources et montre
comment certains mythes et présupposés peuvent s’ancrer durablement dans la mémoire collective.

En conclusion, cet ouvrage ne constitue ni une monographie académique ni une tentative d’élaboration
d’un cadre analytique systématique. Sa bibliographie demeure relativement limitée et plusieurs de ses
arguments auraient gagné a étre développés davantage. Néanmoins, I’ampleur des sources mobilisées et
I’attention portée a un groupe longtemps négligé en font un ouvrage de référence précieux. Pour les chercheurs
s’intéressant a I’exécution par pendaison, au genre et a I’histoire de la Turquie moderne, ce livre fournit une
base solide sur laquelle pourront étre développées des recherches plus rigoureuses sur les plans méthodologique
et théorique. En réintégrant les femmes condamnées a mort dans le récit historique, I’ouvrage de Tarik Isik
apporte une contribution empirique importante et met en évidence la nécessité de poursuivre les recherches
intégrant la dimension du genre dans 1’étude des peines et de la justice pénale en Turquie.

Mots-clés : peine capitale, femmes, criminalité féminine, genre, justice pénale, Turquie.

Resumen Estructurado:

El libro de Tarik Isik, Quince mujeres en la horca: Las verdaderas historias de las mujeres ejecutadas
en Turquia (1931-1971), se centra en un tema que ha sido ampliamente descuidado por la historiografia del
castigo y de la justicia penal en Turquia, a saber, las mujeres condenadas a muerte y ejecutadas durante el
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periodo republicano. Abarcando los afios comprendidos entre 1931 y 1971, la obra presenta breves relatos
biograficos de quince mujeres cuyas vidas terminaron en la horca. Este articulo de revision examina el libro en
el marco mas amplio de la historia penal, los estudios de género y la historiografia, prestando especial atencion
al uso que hace el autor de las fuentes, a su método narrativo y a su esfuerzo por visibilizar a las mujeres
condenadas como sujetos histdricos. Al situar a las mujeres encarceladas en el centro del analisis, el estudio
llama la atencién no solo sobre un grupo marginado dentro de la historia juridica, sino también sobre una
dimension desatendida de los debates mas amplios en torno al crimen, el castigo y el poder del Estado en la
Turquia moderna. En este sentido, el libro constituye una contribucion relevante en un ambito donde tanto la
historia de la ejecucion por ahorcamiento como los analisis con perspectiva de género han permanecido durante
largo tiempo dominados por narrativas centradas en los hombres.

Como periodista, y no como historiador académico o jurista, Isik adopta un enfoque narrativo y
descriptivo. El libro se basa en una amplia variedad de fuentes, entre ellas periddicos de la época, expedientes
judiciales cuando se encuentran disponibles, memorias, testimonios orales y estudios previamente publicados.
Este uso ecléctico de los materiales permite al autor reconstruir los antecedentes sociales, los cargos penales,
los procesos judiciales y las ejecuciones de las mujeres analizadas, incluso cuando la documentacion oficial
resulta fragmentaria o incompleta. Si bien este enfoque no se ajusta plenamente a los estrictos estandares
académicos de critica de fuentes y transparencia metodoldgica, logra reunir informacién dispersa que, de otro
modo, habria permanecido inaccesible o ignorada.

Una de las contribuciones mas importantes de la obra reside en su esfuerzo por situar a las mujeres
como sujetos historicos dentro del contexto de la ejecucion por ahorcamiento. La investigacion existente sobre
la pena de muerte en Turquia se ha centrado principalmente en las reformas legales, los debates
constitucionales, los juicios politicos y los acusados masculinos, especialmente en relacion con golpes de
Estado, insurrecciones y conflictos ideoldgicos. En este contexto, el libro llena un importante vacio empirico
al reunir informacién sobre mujeres condenadas cuyos casos rara vez han sido objeto de atencion en los
estudios académicos. De este modo, cuestiona la suposicion implicita de que la ejecucion por ahorcamiento en
Turquia fue predominantemente una experiencia masculina e invita a reconsiderar como el género influyé tanto
en el procesamiento penal como en las practicas punitivas.

La obra est4 organizada en secciones tematicas dedicadas a cuestiones como la criminalidad femenina,
las practicas de ejecucion, el papel de los verdugos y los casos en los que las condenas a muerte fueron
conmutadas. Estas secciones proporcionan un contexto util y contribuyen a situar los casos individuales dentro
de marcos institucionales y sociales mas amplios. Sin embargo, la estructura general del libro presenta cierta
irregularidad. El tema central —las mujeres ejecutadas en Turquia— se retrasa en ocasiones o se ve
interrumpido por extensas discusiones que guardan solo una relacion limitada con el asunto principal. Como
consecuencia, la narracion pierde ocasionalmente su enfoque, y el lector puede encontrar dificultades para
seguir una trayectoria analitica clara a lo largo de los distintos capitulos.

Isik recurre a trabajos previos de criminologia y derecho para contextualizar la criminalidad femenina,
incluyendo referencias a Cesare Lombroso (1835-1909), a juristas de los primeros afios de la Republica y a
estudios socioldgicos posteriores realizados en Turquia. Estos materiales se presentan principalmente de
manera descriptiva, con escasa evaluacion critica de sus supuestos fundamentales. En consecuencia, diferentes
marcos explicativos —como el determinismo bioldgico, la inestabilidad emocional, la deficiencia moral y las
dificultades socioeconémicas— aparecen yuxtapuestos en lugar de ser evaluados sistematicamente. No
obstante, una lectura comparativa de estas referencias revela un importante cambio histdrico. Mientras que los
primeros estudios tendian a interpretar la criminalidad femenina en términos de moralidad y debilidad
emocional, las fuentes posteriores conceden una importancia creciente a factores estructurales como la pobreza,
la violencia doméstica, la falta de proteccion social y la inseguridad econémica.

Varias secciones del libro ofrecen materiales especialmente valiosos para futuras investigaciones. La
discusion sobre los verdugos durante el periodo republicano, por ejemplo, pone de relieve la ausencia de un
cuerpo permanente e institucionalizado de ejecutores dentro del aparato estatal. En su lugar, las ejecuciones
eran realizadas con frecuencia por personas contratadas de manera temporal, una practica que plantea
importantes interrogantes acerca de la profesionalizacion, la autoridad del Estado y la implementacion practica
de la pena capital. Del mismo modo, el analisis de los casos de mujeres cuyas condenas a muerte fueron
conmutadas por decision de la Gran Asamblea Nacional de Turquia abre nuevas perspectivas para investigar
la discrecionalidad, la clemencia y la intervencion politica en los casos de pena de muerte.
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Las tultimas secciones del libro abordan algunas afirmaciones controvertidas presentes en el discurso
publico, como la supuesta ejecucion de una mujer durante los levantamientos relacionados con la Ley del
Sombrero (la ley de 1925 que reguld el uso del sombrero de estilo occidental como parte de las reformas
modernizadoras de la primera Republica). Al rastrear el origen de esta afirmacion y compararla con las pruebas
documentales disponibles, Isik demuestra que algunas narrativas ampliamente difundidas carecen de respaldo
documental. Aunque el autor evita formular conclusiones definitivas, este andlisis pone de relieve la
importancia de una evaluacion rigurosa de las fuentes y muestra como ciertos mitos y supuestos pueden
arraigarse en la memoria colectiva.

En conclusion, el libro no constituye una monografia académica ni pretende ofrecer un marco analitico
desarrollado de manera sistematica. Su bibliografia es limitada y muchos de sus argumentos requieren un
desarrollo mas profundo. No obstante, el amplio uso de fuentes diversas y su atenciéon a un grupo
histéricamente ignorado convierten esta obra en un valioso trabajo de referencia. Para los investigadores
interesados en la ejecucion por ahorcamiento, el género y la historia moderna de Turquia, el libro proporciona
una base sobre la cual pueden desarrollarse estudios mas rigurosos y tedricamente fundamentados. Al
incorporar a las mujeres condenadas a muerte al registro historico, la obra de Isik realiza una importante
contribucion empirica y subraya la necesidad de seguir desarrollando investigaciones que integren la
perspectiva de género en el estudio del castigo y de la justicia penal en Turquia.

Palabras clave: pena capital, mujeres, criminalidad femenina, género, justicia penal, Turquia.
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CTpyKTypupoBaHHasi AHHOTALUS:

Kunra Tapeika blumsika «/Iamuaoyame scenwun na ucenuye: IloOnunnvle ucmopuu HceHujuH,
kasnénunvix 6 Typyuu (1931-1971)» iocBsileHa TeMe, KOTOpast B 3HAUUTEIBHON CTENIEHU OCTaBAIACH BHE MOJIS
3peHust ucrtopuorpaduy HakKa3aHWH M YrOJIOBHOTO mpasocyaust Typuouw, a WMEHHO >KEHIIHHAM,
NPUTOBOPEHHBIM K CMEPTHOHM Ka3HHM M Ka3HEHHBIM B pecHyOJMKaHCKUH nepuoy. OxBareiBas nepuox ¢ 1931
no 1971 rox, KHWra mpejacTaBiseT KpaTkue Ouorpaduyeckue O4epKH ISTHAALATH JKEHIIMH, YbH JKU3HU
3aBepIIMINCh Ha BHcenHIe. HacTosmas peneH3MOHHasi CTaThsl pacCMaTpHBaeT JaHHYIO pabory B Ooiee
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IMIMPOKOM KOHTEKCTE MCTOPWH HAKa3aHMH, TCHICPHBIX HCCIEAOBAaHMI M McTOpHOTpaduu, ynemss ocoboe
BHIMAaHHE WCIIONB30BAHUIO aBTOPOM HCTOYHHUKOB, €TI0 IIOBECTBOBATEIbHOMY METOLY M CTPEMJICHHIO
MPECTaBUTH OCYXAEHHBIX KEHIINH B KAUYECTBE CAMOCTOATENBHBIX HCTOPUIECKHX CyObekToB. CocpenoTouns
BHUMAaHHE Ha  KCHIIMHAX-3aKIMIOYEHHBIX, HCCIECAOBaHME OOpamaeT BHUMaHHE HE TOJNBKO Ha
MapruHAIM3UPOBAHHYIO TPYINIy B MCTOPHH MpaBa, HO M HAa MaJOM3Y4YEHHOE M3MEpeHue Ooiee MIMPOKHX
JIUCKYCCUM O NPECTYyNHOCTH, HAaKa3aHUU M TOCYJapCTBEHHOH BiacTu B coBpeMeHHOW Typuuun. B stom
OTHOIICHUU KHHUTa BHOCHT 3HAYHUTEIIbHBIN BKJIAJ B 00J1aCTh UCCIIEOBAHMUH, T/Ie KaK HCTOPUSI CMEPTHOM Ka3HH
gyepe3 IOBEIIeHUe, TaKk U IeHAEPHO OPUEHTHPOBAHHBIE HCCIIENOBAHMSA Ha NMPOTSKEHUHU JNOJTOr0 BpPEMEHU
OCTaBaJIUCh MPEUMYILECTBEHHO COCPEAOTOUEHHBIMHU Ha MYKCKOM OTIBITE.

Bynyun okypHamuctoM, a He Npo(ecCHOHAILHBIM HCTOPUKOM MM IpaBoBenoM, blmibik
HpUAEPKUBACTCS] TIOBECTBOBATEILHOIO U OMMCATENbHOIO Moaxona. KHura ocHoBaHa Ha HIMPOKOM Kpyre
WCTOYHMKOB, BKJIIOYAs COBPEMEHHBIC COOBITHSAM Ta3eTHbIC IyOJMKalWu, CyAeOHbIe MaTepHasbl (IIpU KX
HaJIMYHMH), MEMYaphbl, yCTHBIE CBUACTENHCTBA U paHEEe OITyOINKOBAHHBIE MCCIEAOBAHMUS. Takoe SKICKTHIHOE
HCTIONIb30BaHUE MATEpUAiOB MO3BOJISIET aBTOPY PEKOHCTPYHPOBATh COLUAIBHOE MPOHMCXOKACHHUE KEHINHUH,
XapakTep MPeAbsIBICHHBIX UM 00BHHEHUH, CyIeOHbBIE IPOLIECCHI U MCIOTHEHHE CMEPTHBIX ITPUTOBOPOB JIaKe
B TEX CIy4asx, Korjaa opunnaisHas JOKyMEHTAIHs ABIseTcs (parMeHTapHON MM HEHONHON. XOTs JaHHbIA
MOAXOJ HE TOJHOCTHIO COOTBETCTBYET CTPOTUM aKaJEMHUYECKHM TpPEOOBAHMSAM K HMCTOYHHKOBETUECKOH
KPUTHUKE M METOJOJOTHYECKONH IPO3pavyHOCTH, OH YCIEIIHO OOBEAMHSACT Pa3pO3HEHHYI0 HH(OpPMAIHIO,
KOTOpas B IPOTUBHOM CIIyyae OcTajach Obl HEOCTYITHOM MM HE3aMEeUeHHOH.

OpHuM n3 HanboJiee 3HAYUMBIX JIOCTOMHCTB KHHTH SIBJISIETCSI CTPEMJICHHE BBIBECTH JKCHIUMH Ha
neperqHUi IUTaH KaK MCTOPHYECKUX CYOBEKTOB B KOHTEKCTE CMEPTHOM Ka3HM 4epe3 IOBELICHHE.
CyIecTBYIOIIHE HCCIEJOBAHUSA CMEPTHON Ka3HH B TypIiuu MpenMyIeCTBEHHO COCPEA0TOYECHBI Ha ITPABOBBIX
pedopmax, KOHCTUTYIIHOHHBIX JMCKYCCHSIX, TOJIMTHYECKUX MPOLECCax U My>KUHHAX -TI0JICYJUMBIX, OCOOCHHO
B CBSI3U C TOCYJapCTBEHHBIMH MEPEBOPOTAMH, BOCCTAHUSIMHU M HJICOJOTHYECKMMH KoH(umKTaMu. Ha sTom
(hoHEe KHMTAa BOCIHOJNHSACT BaXHBIH OSMIOHUPHUYECKHH TpoOen, OObeAWHSS CBEICHHA O JKCHIIWHAX,
MPUTOBOPEHHBIX K CMEPTHOH Ka3HH, YbH JIeNa KpaifHe PeIKO pacCMaTpHUBAIOTCS B aKaIeMUIECKON JINTEpaType.
TeM caMmbIM aBTOp CTaBHT MOJ| COMHEHHME CKpPBITOE IPEAINOJIOXKEHHE O TOM, YTO CMEpPTHAas Ka3Hb depes
noBemeHre B Typrun SBIsIaCh MPEUMYIIECTBEHHO MY>KCKHM OIIBITOM, M IIPEUIAracT 0-HOBOMY OCMBICIIHTD
BIIMSTHHE TeHJIepa KaK Ha yTOJIOBHOE IpeciieJOBaHNE, TaK M Ha IPaKTHKY MPUMEHEHHS HaKa3aHHUH.

Kuura OpraHn3oBaHa B TEMAaTUYECKUC DPa3aCIIbI, HOCBSIH_[éHHI)Ie TaKUM BOIIpOCaM, KaK XCHCKas
[IPECTYIHOCTh, IPAKTUKA UCIIOJHEHUS! CMEPTHBIX IIPUTOBOPOB, POJb HAaded U Cllydyad 3aMEeHbl CMEPTHOMI
Ka3HU OoJiee MATKUM HaKa3zaHUEeM. JTH pa3Jielibl IPeJOCTaBIIAIOT IOJIE3HYI0 KOHTEKCTYaIbHY 0 HH(pOpMAIHIo
1 TO3BOJIAIOT pacCMaTpuBaThb OTACIBHBIC CIIydau B Oosee IMUPOKUX HHCTUTYHHOHAJIBHBIX W COIUAJIBHBIX
pamkax. BmecTe ¢ TeMm 001mas cTpyKTypa KHUTH OTIIMYACTCS ONpeeNIiEHHON HeOJHOPOAHOCTRIO. LeHTpansHast
TEMa — XCHIIIHHBI, Ka3HEHHBIC B Tpr[I/II/I, — MECTaMU OTKJIAJABIBACTCA WJIM NPEPBIBACTCA MPOCTPAHHBIMU
00CYXICHUsIMH, JINIIb KOCBEHHO CBSI3aHHBIMH C OCHOBHOW HpoOsieMaTHkoi. B pesynbrare moBecTBOBaHHE
MHOT/Ia YTPauMBaeT aHAIMTHUYECKYIO MOCIIE0BATEILHOCTh, @ YUTATENI0 MOXET OBITH CJIOXHO IPOCIEANTDH
€/IMHYIO JIOTHYECKYIO JINHUIO Ha NPOTSHKEHUN BCEH KHHTH.

Jiis uCTOpHYecKOH KOHTEKCTyallM3allid JKCHCKOH TpecTymHOCTH blmbik obOpamaercs k Ooiee
PaHHUM KPUMHHOJIOTUYECKUM W FOPUANICCKAM HCCIICOBaHUAM, BKIFoUas Tpyabl Yesape JlomOpo3o (1835—
1909), paboThl TPaBOBEJOB PAHHETO PECIYyOJMKAHCKOTO MEPHOJia U TOCIEAYIOUIUE COIMOJIOTHYECKUE
HCclieIoBaHus, IpoBenEHHbIe B Typluun. DT MaTepHaisl IpeCcTaBIeHb! INIABHBIM 00pa30M B ONUCATENbHOU
dbopme u COMPOBOXKIAIOTCS MUHUMATBHONH KPUTHUYECKON OIIEHKOW JIEXAIUX B MX OCHOBE MPEANOCHLIOK.
BcenenctBue 3TOr0 pasnuvHble OOBSICHUTENBHBIE MOJETM — TaKhue KaK OWOJOTHYECKHHA JeTEPMHUHU3M,
SMOIMOHANIbHA HECTaOUIHPHOCTD, HPABCTBEHHAS HEMTOJIHOIICHHOCTD 1 COIMATbHO-3KOHOMUYECKUE TPYIHOCTH
— CKOpEee COIOCTABISAIOTCS APYT C APYTOM, YeM MOJBEPraroTCcs CHCTEMAaTHIeCKOMY aHan3y. TeM He MeHee
CPaBHHTEILHOE MIPOYTEHHE ATUX UCTOYHUKOB ITO3BOJISIET BBISIBUTH BAXKHYIO HCTOPHUYECKYIO TPaHC(HOPMAIIHUIO.
Ecnu pannue rccinenoBaHus OOBSICHSIIN )KEHCKYIO TIPECTYHOCTh IPEUMMYIIIECTBEHHO MOPAIBHOM ¢1ab0CThIO
Y SMOIMOHAIBEHON HEYCTOHYMBOCTBIO, TO OoJiee MO3JHHE MCTOYHMKM BCE Halle NMOAYEPKUBAIOT 3HAYECHHE
CTPYKTYPHBIX (haKTOpPOB, TaKMX Kak OEIHOCTb, JOMAIIHEEe HACHJINE, OTCYTCTBUE COLMAIBHOM 3aIUTHl M
9KOHOMHUYECKast HeCTaOMIIBHOCTB.

HexoTopsbie pa3iensl KHUTY CoAepKaT 0COOSHHO LIEHHBINH MaTepuat sl JaIbHEHIINX HCCIIeI0BaHUH.
Tak, o0CyX/IeHHe AEATEIBHOCTH Majtadeid B peciyOIMKaHCKUN Tepro o0pariaeT BHUMaHUE Ha OTCYTCTBHE
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MOCTOSHHOTO MHCTUTYHHUOHAIN3UPOBAHHOTO KOpIIyca Majnaded B ToCyJapCTBEHHOW cucreMe. BMmecTo 3Toro
CMEPTHBIE IPUTOBOPBI 3a4aCTYIO IPUBOAUINCEH B UCIIOJIHEHHE JINI[AMU, HAHUMAeMBIMU Ha BDEMEHHON OCHOBE,
YTO MOAHMUMAET Ba)KHBIC BOIIPOCHI, CBSI3aHHbBIE C MpodeccroHaNn3anne, rocyJapCTBEHHBIM aBTOPUTETOM U
MPaKTUIEeCKON peanm3anuell cMepTHOW Ka3HH. AHAJOTHYHBIM 00pa3oM aHaJH3 CIy4aeB, KOTJIa CMEPTHBIC
NPUTOBOPBI JKEHIIMHAM OBIIM 3aMEHEHbl OojJee MITKAMM HAKa3aHMSIMH 110 pemeHusM Benmkoro
HalMOHAIIBHOTO coOpaHusa Typuuy, OTKPBHIBAET MEPCIEKTHBBI A JAJIbHEHIIEr0 H3Y4YEHHs BOIPOCOB
JUCKPEIMOHHBIX IOJHOMOYUIl, MOMUIOBAaHUS U MOJIMTUYECKOTO BMELIATeNbCTBA B J€Jla, CBSI3aHHBIE CO
CMEPTHOH Ka3HBIO.

3aKII0YUTEIbHbIE Pa3 eIl KHUTH MOCBSILEHBI aHAIN3Y CIOPHBIX YTBEPKACHUH, pacClpoCTpaHEHHBIX
B OOILIECTBEHHOM [HMCKypCE, B YacTHOCTU BEPCHU O SKOOBI COCTOSIBIICHCS Ka3HH >KCHIIMHBI BO BpEMs
BBICTYIUICHUH, CBSI3aHHBIX C 3aKOHOM O IUIINax (3akoHoM 1925 roxa, perynmpoBaBIIMM BBEACHHUE 3aMaHOTO
TOJIOBHOTO yOopa B paMKax paHHUX peclyOnMKaHCcKuX pedopMm MonepHu3auuu). IIpocnexuBas
MPONCXO0KACHHUE 3TOTO YTBEPXKICHUS M COTOCTABIISAS €T0 C MMEIOIIMMHUCS apXUBHBIMU MaTepranaMu, blursik
MOKAa3bIBACT, YTO HEKOTOPBIE IIMPOKO PACHPOCTPAaHEHHBIC MOBECTBOBAHMS HE HMMEIOT IOKYMEHTAJIFHOTO
MOATBEPXKICHNSA. XOTS aBTOP BO3AEPKHUBACTCA OT OKOHYATEIbHBIX BBIBOJIOB, JAHHOE OOCYXXICHHUE
NOAYEPKUBAET BAXHOCThH TINATEIHHOW KPUTHKH MCTOYHHKOB M JIEMOHCTPHPYET, KaKUM 00pa3oM MHQBI U
HETIOATBEP>KAEHHBIE TPEIIOI0KCHNS MOTYT 3aKPEIUISTHCS B KOJUICKTHBHOW HAMSTH.

B 3axiroueHme ciemryer OTMETUTb, YTO KHUTA He SBIIIETCS aKaleMIYeCKO MOHOTpaduell U He CTaBUT
LENBI0 Pa3pabOTKy CHCTEMATH3MPOBAHHON aHATMTUYECKO# KoHIiemnuuu. EE Oubmuorpadus CpaBHUTECIHLHO
OTpaHUYEHa, a MHOTHE MTOJIOKEHUS TPeOYyIOT AalbHEHIIero pa3BuTHa. TeM He MeHee IUPOKOE UCIOIb30BaHNE
pa3HOO0Opa3HbIX MCTOYHMKOB M BHUMAaHHE K PaHEe WUTHOPUPOBABIICHCS TPYIIIC ACIA0T JAaHHYI paboTy
LIEHHBIM CIIPaBOYHBIM M3JaHueM. [[is uccnenoBareneii, 3aHUMAIONMIMXCS TPOOIEMaMK CMEPTHOM Ka3HU yepes
MOBEIlICHNE, TeHJIEPHBIX HCCIEAOBaHUNW M COBpPEMEHHOW wucTtopuu Typlud, KHHUra MpeNCTaBisieT coOoi
MPOYHYI0 OCHOBY JUIS MOCIEAYIOMNX OoJiee CTPOTHX B METOMOJOTHYSCKOM M TEOPETHISCKOM OTHOIICHUH
uccienoBaHuii. Bo3Bpaias KeHIUH, IPUTOBOPEHHBIX K CMEPTHOM Ka3HHU, B HCTOPUYECKOE MOBECTBOBAHUE,
pabota blursika BHOCHT 3HAYUTEIBHBIN SMITMPUICCKHUIA BKIIA] U TOAYEPKUBAET HEOOXOIMMOCTD JATbHEHIITIX
WCCIIEIOBaHUM, MHTETPUPYIOIIHUX F€HAECPHYIO NEPCIIEKTUBY B U3YUEHHE HAKA3aHUN U YTOJOBHOI'O IPABOCY NS
B Typuumu.
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Yapilandirilmis Ozet:

Tarik Isik’in Daragacinda 15 Kadin: Tiirkiye'de Idam Edilen Kadinlarin Gergek Hikdyeleri (1931-
1971) baslikli eseri, Tiirkiye’de ceza ve adalet tarihi yaziminda biiyiik 6l¢iide ihmal edilmis bir konuya yani
Cumhuriyet doneminde idam cezasina carptirilarak infaz edilen kadinlara odaklanmaktadir. 1931-1971
donemini kapsayan eser, hayatlari daragacinda son bulan on bes kadmnin kisa biyografik anlatilarini
sunmaktadir. Bu degerlendirme yazisi, eseri ceza tarihi, toplumsal cinsiyet ¢alismalart ve tarih arastirmalar
baglaminda incelemekte; yazarin kaynak kullanimi, anlatisal yontemi ve kadin mahkdmlari tarihsel 6zne olarak
goriiniir kilma gabasi lizerinde durmaktadir. Kadn hiikiimliileri merkeze alan ¢alisma, yalnizca hukuk tarihi
acisindan degil, ayn1 zamanda modern Tirkiye’de sug, ceza ve devlet iktidar1 iizerine yiiriitiilen daha genis
tartismalar bakimindan da marjinal kalmis bir gruba dikkat cekmektedir. Bu ydniiyle eser, hem idam cezasi
tarihine hem de toplumsal cinsiyet odakli incelemelere iliskin literatiirde erkek merkezli anlatilarin baskin
oldugu bir alana miidahale etmektedir.

Akademik bir tarih¢i veya hukuk arastirmacisindan ziyade gazeteci kimligiyle hareket eden Isik,
anlatisal ve betimleyici bir yaklasim benimsemektedir. Eserde donemin gazeteleri, ulasilabildigi olciide
mahkeme kayitlari, hatiratlar, sozIi tanikliklar ve daha 6nce yayimlanmis calismalar dahil olmak iizere genis
bir kaynak yelpazesinden yararlanilmistir. Kaynaklarin bu eklektik kullanimi, resmi belgelerin pargali veya
eksik oldugu durumlarda dahi ele alinan kadinlarin toplumsal arka planlarinin, isnat edilen suglarin, yargilama
stireglerinin ve infazlarinin yeniden kurgulanmasina imkan saglamaktadir. Her ne kadar bu yaklasim, kaynak
tenkidi ve yontemsel seffaflik bakimindan kati akademik standartlarla tam anlamiyla 6rtiismese de, normal
sartlarda dagmik halde kalacak veya goz ardi edilecek bilgilerin bir araya getirilmesi bakimindan 6nemli bir
islev gérmektedir.

Eserin en 6nemli katkilarindan biri, idam cezas1 baglaminda kadinlar: tarihsel 6zne olarak goriiniir
kilma c¢abasinda yatmaktadir. Tiirkiye’de 6liim cezasina iliskin mevcut ¢alismalar biiylik 6l¢iide hukuk
reformlari, anayasal tartigmalar, siyasi davalar ve dzellikle darbeler, ayaklanmalar ve ideolojik ¢atigmalar
baglamindaki erkek saniklar {izerinde yogunlagsmigtir. Bu ¢ergevede eser, akademik c¢aligmalarda nadiren ele
alman kadin hiikiimliilere dair bilgileri bir araya getirerek 6nemli bir ampirik boslugu doldurmaktadir. Bdylece
kitap, Tiirkiye’de daragacinin esas itibariyla erkeklere 6zgii bir tecriibe oldugu yoniindeki ortiik varsayimi
sorgulamakta ve toplumsal cinsiyetin hem ceza sorusturmalarini hem de cezalandirma pratiklerini nasil
sekillendirdiginin yeniden diisiiniilmesine davet etmektedir.

Kitap; kadin suglulugu, infaz uygulamalari, cellatlarin roli ve 6liim cezalarinin hafifletildigi vakalar
gibi meseleleri ele alan tematik boliimler halinde diizenlenmistir. Bu bélimler, faydali baglamsal bilgiler
sunmakta ve bireysel vakalart daha genis kurumsal ve toplumsal ¢ergeveler igine yerlestirmektedir. Bununla
birlikte eserin genel yapisi yer yer dengesiz goriinmektedir. Tiirkiye’de idam edilen kadinlar seklindeki ana
tema, zaman zaman konu ile ancak dolayli bigimde iligkili uzun tartismalar nedeniyle geri planda kalmaktadir.
Bu durum, anlatinin kimi bdlimlerde odak kaybetmesine yol agmakta ve okuyucunun boliimler arasinda
belirgin bir analitik ¢izgiyi takip etmesini zorlastirabilmektedir.

Isik, kadin suglulugunu baglamlandirmak amactyla Cesare Lombroso (1835-1909), erken Cumhuriyet
donemi hukukgular1 ve Tiirkiye’de gerceklestirilen sonraki sosyolojik arastirmalar dahil olmak iizere dnceki
kriminolojik ve hukuki ¢alismalardan yararlanmaktadir. Ancak bu kaynaklar biiyiik 6l¢iide betimleyici bigimde
sunulmus, dayandiklar1 varsayimlar ise elestirel bir degerlendirmeye tabi tutulmamistir. Bu nedenle biyolojik
determinizm, duygusal istikrarsizlik, ahlaki yetersizlik ve sosyoekonomik gii¢liik gibi farkli agiklama modelleri
sistematik bi¢imde tartisilmaksizin yan yana aktarilmaktadir. Bununla birlikte s6z konusu kaynaklar
karsilastirmali bigimde okundugunda 6nemli bir tarihsel doniisiim de goriiniir hale gelmektedir. Erken donem
caligmalar kadin suclulugunu cogunlukla ahlak ve duygusal zayiflik cergevesinde aciklarken, sonraki
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calismalar giderek yoksulluk, aile ici siddet, sosyal koruma eksikligi ve ekonomik giivencesizlik gibi yapisal
faktorlere vurgu yapmaktadir.

Kitabin bazi1 boliimleri, gelecekteki aragtirmalar agisindan 6zellikle degerli malzemeler sunmaktadir.
Ornegin Cumbhuriyet dénemindeki cellatlar iizerine yapilan tartisma, devlet aygiti icerisinde siirekli ve
kurumsallagsmis bir cellat sinifinin bulunmadigina dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Bunun yerine infazlar ¢cogu zaman
gegici olarak gorevlendirilen kisiler eliyle gerceklestirilmistir. Bu durum ise profesyonellesme, devlet otoritesi
ve O0lim cezasmin fiili uygulanisi hakkinda 6nemli sorular dogurmaktadir. Benzer sekilde, 6liim cezalart
Tiirkiye Biiyiik Millet Meclisi karariyla hafifletilen kadinlara iligskin inceleme de takdir yetkisi, merhamet ve
siyasi miidahalenin idam davalarindaki rolii konusunda yeni aragtirma imkanlari ortaya koymaktadir.

Eserin son boliimleri, kamuoyunda dolagimda bulunan tartigmali bazi iddialart da ele almaktadir.
Bunlardan biri, Sapka Kanunu’na kars1 gergeklesen ayaklanmalar sirasinda bir kadinin idam edildigi yoniindeki
iddiadir. Isik, bu iddianin kokenlerini takip ederek mevcut arsiv belgeleriyle karsilastirmakta ve yaygin bigimde
dolagima giren bazi anlatilarin belgesel dayanaginin bulunmadigint géstermektedir. Her ne kadar yazar kesin
hiikiimlere varmaktan kacginsa da, bu tartisma dikkatli kaynak degerlendirmesinin 6nemini ortaya koymakta ve
mitlerle varsayimlarin kolektif hafizaya nasil yerlesebildigini gostermektedir.

Sonug olarak eser, akademik bir monografi olmadig1 gibi sistematik bicimde gelistirilmis analitik bir
cergeve sunma iddias1 da tagimamaktadir. Kaynakgasi sinirhidir ve ileri slirdiigii bazi arglimanlar yeterince
gelistirilmemis goriinmektedir. Bununla birlikte, farkli tiirden kaynaklarin yogun bi¢cimde kullanilmasi ve
ihmal edilmis bir gruba odaklanilmasi, kitabi 6nemli bir bagvuru eseri haline getirmektedir. Daragaci,
toplumsal cinsiyet ve modern Tiirkiye tarihi {izerine ¢alisan arastirmacilar agisindan eser, daha teorik ve
yontemsel acidan giiclii calismalarin insa edilebilecegi bir temel sunmaktadir. Oliim cezasina mahkim edilmis
kadinlart tarihsel kayit i¢ine dahil eden Isik’in ¢aligmasi, 6nemli bir ampirik katki saglamakta ve toplumsal
cinsiyet boyutunu ceza ve adalet tarihi arastirmalarina dahil eden yeni ¢aligmalarin gerekliligini ortaya
koymaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: idam Cezasi, Kadmlar, Kadin Suglulugu, Toplumsal Cinsiyet, Ceza Adaleti,
Tiirkiye.

Turkish Studies — Comparative Religious Studies, 21(01)



Fifteen Women on the Gallows: The True Stories of Women Executed... 493

< Turkish Studies - Comparative Religious Studies f‘s

ANKARA SCIENCE

www.turkishstudies.net/religion eISSN: 2667-5544 UNITVERSITY

Fifteen Women on the Gallows: The True Stories of Women Executed in Tiirkiye, 1931-1971

Introduction

In capitalist states like the Republic of Tiirkiye, the prevailing view on punishment within
legal systems is that individuals are penalized as a consequence of their free will, on the assumption
that they choose to be guilty.! However, in the current system, the commission of a criminal act may
well stem from various factors beyond an individual’s control.?

In Fyodor Mikhailovich Dostoevsky's (1821-1881) novel Crime and Punishment, we see that
the primary cause is poverty (Dostoyevski, 2006). Raskolnikov, the main character of the novel, falls
into poverty in the following way: After his father’s death and his move to St. Petersburg to study,
he becomes entirely impoverished, and this poverty crushes him in every sense. Poverty, above all,
brings hunger. Hunger drives him toward inner destruction, weakening his vital connections with the
world. In such a state, he develops hostile feelings toward his surroundings; he assumes that he is
insignificant among people and, based on this assumption, begins to view others as worthless to him
as well. Struggling with hunger, he pawns some of his personal belongings to an old pawnbroker for
a loan. Eventually, he starts considering how easy it would be to kill the old woman and take her
money. In this thought process, he concludes that the pawnbroker cannot even be considered human
and decides it would be justified to eliminate her and use her money for more beneficial purposes.
In Kemal Tahir’s (1910-1973) novel Karilar Kogusu (the Women’s Ward), poverty once again
emerges as the fundamental cause (Tahir, 2007).> Considering that Kemal Tahir spent the prime of
his life in various prisons across Anatolia, gaining firsthand insight into prison conditions, the state's
justice system, and the moral values of society, it can be said that the novel is based on reality. A
significant emphasis in the novel, particularly regarding female prisoners, is that these women, who
are punished to absolve both the system and society of responsibility and to ease consciences, are the
true victims (Yorgancioglu, 2013). Furthermore, in the novel, the death penalty is depicted through

! The argument that the offender is punished for choosing to violate the norm by free will is, in fact, nothing
more than a reflection of the ancient principle of jus talionis. This concept, meaning 'an eye for an eye, a tooth
for a tooth,’ originates from humanity's era of barbarism (VanDrunen, 2008). In Islamic societies, this principle
is known as gisas (kisas), and in the Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedisi, it is argued that this principle
serves to ensure justice within society (Dagci, 2022: 489): “In the classical teaching of Islam, gisas is a sanction
aimed at securing the right to life, which constitutes the core of fundamental human rights and upon which
other rights depend. By punishing intentional and wrongful acts of murder and injury with qgisas, unjust attacks
on human life and bodily integrity are prevented, and justice is served by imposing a punishment equal to the
crime committed by the offender.”

2 See details for more information Sanli (2019).

3 Ramazan Giilendam has expressed similar evaluations regarding Karilar Kogusu: all of the female characters
depicted in the novel are examples of miserable, marginalized, and exploited women living in provincial
settings. According to him, the principal factors driving women into crime are ignorance and poverty
(Gtiilendam, 2008).
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the case of Emine Hanim Kuzu, who was executed in Tiirkiye in 1944, which can be considered an
important academic insight into women who were executed in the country.

The historical development of the death penalty in Tiirkiye has been addressed in the
literature from the perspectives of history and legal disciplines. Unfortunately, the existing studies in
the literature lack a theoretical perspective. In the most comprehensive study on the subject, Mehmet
Semih Gemalmaz's two-volume book titled Tiirkiye 'de Oliim Cezas: [Capital Punishment in Tiirkiye]
(1920-2000), the course of legislation related to the death penalty in the history of the Republic of
Tiirkiye and statistical information regarding the condemned individuals sentenced to this penalty
are provided (Gemalmaz, 2001). Gemalmaz's most significant finding, which does not present a
theoretical perspective on the death penalty, is that the official record of executions in Tiirkiye is
problematic. He interprets this as a manifestation of the official mentality: individual life and the
right to life are not given the necessary value in Tiirkiye.

Beyond the existing Turkish literature, the broader international scholarship on punishment,
gender, and criminal justice also provides important theoretical perspectives for understanding
female criminality and capital punishment. Feminist criminology has long criticized traditional
criminological approaches for treating women either as biological anomalies or as secondary
variations of male offenders. Carol Smart argues that conventional criminology was historically
constructed upon male-centred assumptions and therefore failed to analyse women’s experiences
within wider structures of gender and power (Smart, 1977). Similarly, later studies in feminist
criminology emphasized that women’s criminality should be examined not merely through
individual morality but also through socio-economic conditions, domestic violence, social exclusion,
and patriarchal structures (Seal, 2022).

This perspective is particularly significant in studies concerning capital punishment.
Elizabeth Rapaport notes that, although the death penalty formally appears gender-neutral, its
implementation has often been shaped by gendered assumptions and discretionary judicial practices
(Rapaport, 1990). Such discussions suggest that women sentenced to death should not be evaluated
solely within legal history, but also within broader debates on gender, social control, and the
functioning of punishment systems.

From this perspective, Tarik Isik’s Daragacinda 15 Kadin can be considered significant
because it brings together dispersed information regarding women executed in Tiirkiye during the
Republican period. Although the work lacks a systematic theoretical framework, its empirical
findings may nevertheless contribute to future interdisciplinary studies dealing with gender,
punishment, and the sociology of criminal justice.

Another study is the column titled Oteki Idamliklar: Daraagacinda 15 Kadin (The Other
Condemned: Fifteen Women on the Gallows), written by Tarik Isik in Radikal on 11 November
2012. In this article, which lacks any theoretical content or evaluation of the subject, as well as any
sources, Isik provides brief information consisting of a few sentences about 15 women executed
throughout Turkish history.

Isik's article in Radikal has been used as a source in Tekin Idem's article titled Cumhuriyet
Déneminde Kadin Mahkiimlara Verilen Idam Cezalar: (Capital Punishment of Women during the
Republican Period), published in June 2022. Given that there is no theoretical framework or
evaluation—no problematic aspect—on the death penalty, and considering that Idem's article
essentially relies on Isik's text from Radikal, it can be argued that idem's article remains limited in
terms of theoretical depth and analytical engagement.
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Women on the Gallows in Tiirkiye

Tarik Isik's work titled Daragacinda 15 Kadin: Tiirkiye 'de Idam Edilen Kadinlarin Gercek
Hikayeleri (1931-1971) [Fifteen Women on the Gallows: The True Stories of Women Executed in
Tiirkiye (1931-1971)], which examines the women executed in Tiirkiye from multiple perspectives
according to the studies mentioned above, is the first and only study of its kind in the literature (Isik,
2022). Isik, a professional journalist, is not an academic. In his work, he does not present a thesis or
outline any theoretical framework regarding the subject. It can be said that he even refrains from
evaluating his findings, which are largely derived from various sources. Furthermore, the work lacks
systematic organization and is disorganized. The main topic is introduced nearly in the middle of the
study. Given this, one might justifiably question why a non-academic book is critiqued in an
academic journal. In response, we believe that the extensive variety of sources used in the study and
the compilation of findings related to each subtopic concerning the main subject provide ample clues
that could guide researchers from various scientific fields toward new research topics. Below, we
offer evaluations of some research topics based on these clues.

The author makes various references to different sources regarding the typology of female
criminals in the section titled Kaatil Kadinlar (Female Murderers) (pp. 38-44). The first reference is
to Cesare Lombroso (1835-1909), considered the founding father of criminology, who claimed that
female criminals possess distinctive physical characteristics (jaw, face, brain, and skull) that are not
present in normal women. Another reference is to an article by Hiiseyin Rifat Evirgen (1878-1954)
published in the Adalet Dergisi (Journal of Justice) in 1949, which argues that female criminals
commit crimes due to their inability to control their emotions and subsequently losing control.
Additionally, there is a viewpoint from Orhan lyiler (?-?), suggesting that women who are married
off at a young age may later fall in love with someone else and, in a state of emotional upheaval,
commit murder (by killing their husbands). Nurullah Kunter's (1911-1994) book, published in 1951
based on official statistics, emphasizes the impact of women's ignorance on their criminal behavior
and argues that illiteracy, which is seen as an indicator of ignorance, is not a factor in female
criminality. Finally, the author notes that a survey conducted between April 1993 and January 1994
with 351 female criminals across 71 prisons in Tiirkiye indicated that the majority of these women
had experienced physical violence from their husbands, that their husbands were often unemployed,
and that their husbands faced issues of incompatibility and even mental health problems. The author
suggests that there is a significant relationship between these factors and the women’s reasons for
killing their husbands. However, the author does not provide any evaluation of the references
mentioned. However, when comparing the results of the survey conducted between April 1993 and
January 1994 with the portrayal drawn by Hiiseyin Rifat in the 1950s, the typology of female
criminals is changing. Specifically, the reasons driving women to commit crimes now manifest as
economic difficulties and experiences of violence from their husbands, meaning that concerns about
livelihood and living conditions have taken precedence over issues of love.

It would not be an exaggeration to say that there is no systematic approach until the section
titled Asilma Senligi (The Festival of Hanging) (p. 45). Up to this point, the narrative is not closely
related to the main subject of the book. In fact, the topics are not interconnected, and the author has
not provided the necessary explanations to establish a context with the main subject.

The section titled Asilma Senligi (pp. 45-77) is also not related to the main subject. In this
section, the author notes that the Minister of Justice at the time made a statement in the Turkish
Grand National Assembly in 1926 regarding the draft penal code, saying, “Those who should be
afraid are not the ones who should fear for the interests of the Turkish nation, its law, and its
revolution; these individuals must be afraid.” This view may be interpreted as reflecting the
increasingly authoritarian state mentality of the period. It may also be understood within the broader
political atmosphere of a society undergoing a transformative nation-building process. Moreover, the
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discussion suggests that socio-economic factors contributing to criminality were often interpreted
through ideological and political frameworks during this period. We do not claim that the founding
cadres of the Republic of Tiirkiye were aware of this. They did not experience the factors driving
crime that arose from a capitalist system. In this context, the political reforms inspired by modern
European state models were widely perceived as instruments for overcoming the institutional
problems inherited from the Ottoman period. The author also concludes in the same section that the
execution of Hiiseyin Sarikaya on 28 December 1960, during the National Unity Committee period,
was the last public execution. He notes that from April 1961 onwards, executions began to be carried
out in private, and that prior to the 1961 Constitution, the will for capital punishment emerged as a
decision of the Turkish Grand National Assembly. Therefore, the presidents did not participate in the
related processes by signing, but from the 1961 Constitution onward, presidents began to sign off on
death sentences.

What has been described above can indeed provide clues for periodization research on
various topics related to capital punishment in Tiirkiye. The author, however, has not engaged in
such a systematic approach.

The author includes a section titled Asrin Medeni ve Insani Icabi (A Civil and Human
Imperative of the Era) (pp. 78-84), which describes various execution methods throughout history,
that is unrelated to the main subject. Following this, there is another section titled Cumhuriyet
Déneminde Cellatlar (Executioners during the Republican Era) (pp. 85-106), which we believe
contains two important points, despite being irrelevant to the main topic. The first point is that there
is no executioner corps within the state organization of the Republic of Tiirkiye. The execution of
each capital punishment has required the purchase of execution services from outside. Considering
that it would not be legally possible to engage in 'killing' in the Republic of Tiirkiye, this situation is
an exceedingly significant interdisciplinary research topic. From another perspective, this situation
may indicate the highly punitive and authoritarian character of state approaches to crime and
punishment during a certain period. It seems that the state did not possess a mentality favoring the
rectification of societal structure and the elimination of conditions leading to crime. Therefore, the
outsourcing of executions to temporary personnel may be interpreted as reflecting the practical and
institutional limitations of the penal system of the period. The other point concerns executioners in
the Republic of Tiirkiye. The author provides information from various sources regarding this topic,
particularly about “Cellat Ali” (Executioner Ali), known as Ali Ag1 (1889-1965). It appears that the
author conducted a quite laborious investigation and has a rich bibliography regarding Ali Ag:.
However, the work remains largely descriptive and would benefit from a more systematic synthesis
of the available material. Nonetheless, the sources referenced by the author are substantial enough
for researchers from nearly every discipline within the social sciences to benefit significantly during
the source research phase of new research topics. In this context, a typology study of executioners
comes to mind as the first idea. This characteristic also constitutes another reason for why the
nonacademic book in question has become the subject of criticism in an academic journal.

In the book, the section titled TBMM 'nin Oliim Cezalarim Affettigi U¢ Kadin (Three Women
Whose Death Sentences Were Pardoned by the Turkish Grand National Assembly) (pp. 107-116)
discusses three women who were pardoned by the Assembly despite having received death sentences.
In this section, the author primarily examines the pardoning of three women who were sentenced to
capital punishment throughout the history of the Republic of Tiirkiye. The story of Huriye, the
daughter of Ali, allows for an evaluation from a theoretical perspective that we do not attempt to
outline in this study. Huriye is a healthy woman in her 45-50s, while her husband is an 80-year-old
wealthy man showing signs of aging. Huriye has a lover. Her husband suspects this and leaves her a
few months before the murder; however, neighbors intervene and reconcile them. Later, Huriye kills
her husband, buries him in the garden, and tells those around her that he has gone to Istanbul for
work. Six to seven months later, she applies to the authorities to access her husband's wealth. Her
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application is rejected because she cannot prove her husband’s death. Consequently, she places the
corpse in a sack and, with the help of a porter, takes it to the train station, attaching an envelope with
her husband's name on the sack to try to prove his death. Later, during a search of her house, evidence
of the murder is found, and the porter testifies as a witness. In this story, considering the age
difference between the woman and her husband, she must have been married to ensure a better life
for herself. Thus, it is likely that she could not fully experience her sexuality and feminine emotions.
Having a lover is therefore natural in this context, and she killed her husband to secure a good life
for herself just before her affair was discovered. The case may therefore be interpreted within the
broader context of gender inequality, economic dependency, and social vulnerability.

The author begins to address the main topic in the section titled Salc: Bact Magdur Mu, Bir
Heyiila M1 (Salci Bact: A Victim or a Monster) (pp. 117-129). In this and the subsequent sections,
the stories of women who were executed in Tiirkiye are presented; however, the author does not
provide any theoretical perspective in this part of the book, merely citing sources without any
evaluation. Therefore, we believe that the perspective we have outlined above could enable the reader
to draw meaningful conclusions regarding the content of this part of the book, and it could also
inspire researchers to formulate new research questions. Additionally, we find it beneficial to
highlight two important points.

The first point concerns the claim that a woman who participated in an uprising in Erzurum
against the Sapka Iktisasi Kanunu® (the Hat Law)—introduced as part of early Republican
modernization reforms—was executed. The author notes that, based on their research, this claim is
unfounded as it lacks any documentary evidence. They highlight that there are some similarities
between the characteristics of the woman allegedly executed and another woman who was tried and
acquitted for her involvement in the events. The author merely draws the reader's attention to this
without providing any further evaluation, such as a statement like "this is the truth of the claim." It
would be appropriate to briefly recount the stories of the two women involved.

Following the publication of the law on 25 November 1925, uprisings against the state
emerged in Malatya, Erzurum, Sivas, Kayseri, Maras, Giresun, and Rize. The rebellions were
suppressed, and the responsible parties were tried. It is known that the uprising in Rize began in the
village of a former prime minister of the Republic of Tiirkiye and lasted for ten days, during which
the Hamidiye Cruiser, assigned to suppress the uprising, bombarded the locations where the rebels
had gathered for two days.’ Following the suppression of the rebellion, 143 individuals identified as
having participated in the events were arrested, and 8 of them were executed (Ang, t.y.; Ozdemir,
2007; Yalgin, 2014: 20). It is claimed that a woman involved in the events in Erzurum was also
executed. The author states that this claim was made by Sadrettin [brahim Hakkioglu (?-?) in the
December 1961 issue of the magazine Tarih Yolunda Erzurum (Erzurum on the Path of History).
This claim does not include any information or documents regarding the woman. Nimet Arzik (1921-
1989) provided many pieces of information about the woman in 1969 that were not based on any
documents. Sefer Daric1 further developed Nimet Arzik's story 44 years later. According to the
author, the officer Hasan Pasha, who intervened in the events at that time, is the grandfather of
journalist Cetin Altan (1927-2015), and those who put forward the claims related to Salci Balci seem
to be based on Cetin Altan's accounts regarding his grandfather. Accordingly, Cetin Altan's
grandfather executed a woman in a city where he was assigned to suppress the rebellion against the
hat reform, unable to control himself. According to the author's research, none of the archival

4 The Hat Law (Law No. 671), enacted in 1925, mandated Western-style headgear as part of the Republic’s
modernization reforms.

S It is stated that a song emerged among the rebels in response to the bombings, which included the lines, "Don't
throw bombs, Hamidiye/You are ruining the cabbage fields/ We will still pay taxes and wear hats (Atma
Hamidiye atma/Lahana tarlalarint bompoh edeysun/Vergi de vereceguz, serpus da giyeceguz)" (Kalkan, 2006).
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documents related to this investigation contain information about a woman being executed for
opposing the hat reform, nor was there any news regarding this in the newspapers of the time. On the
other hand, in the section titled Sapka Kanunu’na Muhalefetten Yargilanan Haci Esma (Hact Esma
Tried for Opposing the Hat Law) (pp. 135-136), the author presents findings based on documents in
the Archives of the Turkish Grand National Assembly, revealing that a woman named Hac1 Esma in
Erzurum was prosecuted for insulting a man wearing a hat, which led him to report her to the police.
She was charged with inciting the public to rebellion by using religion for political purposes and
opposing the hat reform, but she was ultimately acquitted. While the author highlights the similarities
between Hact Esma and Salci Baci—both of whom insulted state officials wearing hats while
working as bohgaci (female peddler)—he does not make any assessment such as “this is the truth of
the Salc1 Balci story.”

The other issue relates to the subsection titled Elestiri ve Oziir (Criticism and Apology) (pp.
135-136). In this subsection, the author states that on 11 November 2012, in Radikal, he counted the
Salc1 Baci story among those executed in Turkish history without researching its accuracy, and he
has now realized that this is incorrect, offering an apology. He then goes on to quote Mustafa Kemal
Atatiirk’s saying, “It is as important to write history as it is to make history. If the writer does not
remain faithful to the doer, the unchanging truth will take on a nature that will astonish humanity,”
concluding the subsection. Rather than weakening the overall value of the work, this correction may
be interpreted as illustrating the difficulties involved in verifying controversial historical narratives
based on fragmented evidence. At the same time, the episode highlights the importance of careful
source criticism and methodological caution in studies dealing with contested issues in collective
memory. In this respect, it would perhaps have been more appropriate for the author to discuss this
correction more extensively in the Preface or introductory sections of the book.

Conclusion

Although the book draws on H. Dilara Agaoglu Canay’s and Didem Akdogan’s master's
theses titled Kadin Suc¢lulugu: Feminist Bakis Acisindan Kavramsal Bir Inceleme (Female
Criminality: A Conceptual Analysis from a Feminist Perspective) and Istiklal Mahkemeleri ve Sapka
Inkilabimin Erzurum daki Yansimalar: (The Independence Tribunals and the Reflections of the Hat
Reform in Erzurum), it falls short in terms of bibliography (Canay, 2004; Akdogan, 2019). It can be
noted that Sacit Yilmaz’s thesis 12 Eylil 1980-1984 Yillari Arasinda Sikiyonetim Askeri
Mahkemelerince Oliim Cezasina Carptirilan ve Bu Cezalart Infaz Edilen Hiikiimliilerin Dava
Dosyalarimin Incelenmesi (An Examination of the Case Files of Convicts Sentenced to Death and
Executed by Martial Law Military Courts between 12 September 1980 and 1984) and Aliye Ak’s
thesis Avrupa Birligi'ne Uyum Siirecinde Tiirkive'de Idam Cezasi Tartismalari (1999-2017)
[Debates on the Death Penalty in Tiirkiye during the European Union Accession Process (1999—
2017)] were not utilized (Y1lmaz, 1996; Ak, 2019). Additionally, Nihat Behram’s book Daragacinda
U¢ Fidan (Three Saplings on the Gallows) and Erdal Oz’s book Giiliiniin Soldugu Aksam (The
Evening When the Rose Withered) were also not referenced (Behram 1976; Oz, 1986).

Nevertheless, Tarik Isik’s Daragacinda 15 Kadin: Tiirkive'de Idam Edilen Kadinlarin
Gergek Hikayeleri (1931-1971) addresses an understudied subject in modern Turkish historiography
by focusing on women who were sentenced to death and executed during the Republican period.
Although the book does not present a systematic theoretical framework and remains largely
descriptive in several sections, it nevertheless makes an important empirical contribution by
compiling dispersed information from newspapers, memoirs, court-related materials, and various
secondary sources. In this respect, the work contributes to the growing literature on punishment,
criminal justice, and gender in modern Tiirkiye.

One of the book’s principal contributions lies in making women visible as historical subjects
within the history of execution and punishment. Existing studies on capital punishment in Tiirkiye
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have generally focused on legal reforms, political trials, military interventions, and male convicts,
while women subjected to capital punishment have received comparatively little scholarly attention.
By concentrating specifically on women executed between 1931 and 1971, Isik’s work helps fill an
important empirical gap and encourages further discussion on the gendered dimensions of
punishment and criminal justice.

At the same time, the book has several limitations. Its chapters are not always organised
within a coherent analytical framework, and the narrative occasionally shifts away from the central
subject. In addition, the work engages only to a limited extent with broader international scholarship
on feminist criminology, gender, and the sociology of punishment. The absence of a systematic
methodological and theoretical perspective reduces the analytical depth of the study and leaves
several important questions insufficiently explored.

Nevertheless, despite these limitations, the book remains valuable because it brings together
a wide range of fragmented materials concerning women executed in Tiirkiye and draws attention to
a neglected field of inquiry. The work provides useful starting points for future interdisciplinary
studies dealing with gender, violence, criminality, and capital punishment in Turkish history. In this
sense, Daragacinda 15 Kadin should be regarded not merely as a journalistic narrative, but also as a
significant empirical source capable of stimulating further scholarly debate on the relationship
between gender and punishment in modern Tiirkiye.

Considering the scarcity of studies dealing specifically with women executed in modern
Tiirkiye, a revised and theoretically expanded version of the work could also contribute to broader
international discussions on gender, punishment, and criminal justice if made accessible to non-
Turkish-speaking audiences through publication in other languages.
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Giris

Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti gibi kapitalist devletlerde hukuk sistemleri igerisindeki hakim
cezalandirma anlayigi, bireylerin suglulugu kendi 6zgiir iradeleriyle tercih ettikleri varsayimina
dayanmakta ve bu nedenle cezalandirildiklar1 kabul edilmektedir.® Bununla birlikte mevcut sistem
icerisinde bir su¢ fiilinin islenmesi, bireyin kontrolii disinda gelisen ¢esitli etkenlerden de
kaynaklanabilmektedir.”

Fyodor Mihaylovi¢ Dostoyevski’nin (1821-1881) Su¢ ve Ceza adli romaninda temel sebep
olarak yoksulluk karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir (Dostoyevski, 2006). Romanin baskahramani
Raskolnikov’un yoksulluga siiriiklenisi su sekilde gerceklesmektedir: Babasinin liimiinden sonra
ogrenim gormek amaciyla Petersburg’a gitmesiyle birlikte tamamen yoksullagmis, bu yoksulluk onu
her bakimdan ezmistir. Yoksulluk her seyden once acligi beraberinde getirmektedir. Ag¢lik ise onu
i¢sel bir yikima siiriiklemekte, diinya ile olan yagamsal baglarini zayiflatmaktadir. Boyle bir durumda
cevresine kargi diismanca duygular gelistirmekte; insanlar arasinda degersiz biri oldugunu
diisiinmekte ve bu diisiinceden hareketle diger insanlar1 da kendisi acisindan degersiz gérmeye
baslamaktadir. Aglikla miicadele eden Raskolnikov, bazi kisisel esyasini yaslt bir rehinci kadina
rehin birakarak bor¢ almaktadir. Zamanla yasli kadini 6ldiriip parasini almanm ne kadar kolay
olabilecegini diisiinmeye baslamaktadir. Bu diisiince siirecinde rehinci kadinin artik insan olarak dahi
degerlendirilemeyecegi sonucuna ulagsmakta ve onu ortadan kaldirarak parasini daha faydali amaglar
i¢in kullanmanin mesru olacagina karar vermektedir. Kemal Tahir’in (1910-1973) Karilar Kogusu
adli romaninda da temel sebep yine yoksulluk olarak ortaya ¢ikmaktadir (Tahir, 2007).® Kemal
Tahir’in hayatinin en verimli dénemini Anadolu’nun ¢esitli hapishanelerinde gegirdigi, bu siiregte
cezaevi kosullarini, devletin adalet sistemini ve toplumun ahlaki degerlerini dogrudan gézlemleme
imkani buldugu dikkate alindiginda, romanin gergeklik temeline dayandigi sdylenebilir. Romanda

6 Sug isleyenin normu 6zgiir iradesiyle ihlal etmeyi tercih ettigi i¢in cezalandirildig: yoniindeki argiiman,
gergekte jus talionis ilkesinin bir yansimasindan baska bir sey degildir. “Go6ze goz, dise dis” anlamina gelen
bu anlayis, insanligin barbarlik donemine kadar uzanmaktadir (VanDrunen, 2008). Islam toplumlarinda bu ilke
kisas olarak bilinmekte olup, Tiirkive Diyanet Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedisi'nde s6z konusu ilkenin toplum
icerisinde adaletin saglanmasina hizmet ettigi ileri siiriilmektedir (Dagci, 2022: 489): “Islam’in klasik
ogretisinde kisas, temel insan haklarinin 6ziinii teskil eden ve diger haklarin kendisine bagh bulundugu yasama
hakkini giivence altina almayi hedefleyen bir yaptirimdir. Kasten ve haksiz yere islenen éldiirme ve yaralama
fiillerinin kisasla cezalandirilmast suretiyle insan hayatina ve viicut biitiinliigiine yonelik haksiz saldwrilar
onlenmekte, ayrica sug isleyen kisiye isledigi fiile denk bir ceza verilerek adalet saglanmaktadir.”

7 Ayrmtilar igin bk. Sanli (2019).

8 Ramazan Giilendam da Karilar Kogusu hakkinda benzer degerlendirmelerde bulunmustur. Ona gore romanda
tasvir edilen biitiin kadin karakterler, tagra ortaminda yasayan sefalet i¢indeki, toplumsal bakimdan diglanmig
ve sOmiiriilen kadinlarm 6rneklerini olusturmaktadir. Giilendam’a goére kadinlari suca siiriikleyen temel
etkenler ise cehalet ve yoksulluktur (Giilendam, 2008).
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ozellikle kadin mahkimlar baglaminda vurgulanan dnemli hususlardan biri, hem sistemin hem de
toplumun sorumluluktan kurtulmasi ve vicdanlarin rahatlatilmasi amaciyla cezalandirilan bu
kadinlarin aslinda ger¢ek magdurlar oldugudur (Yorgancioglu, 2013). Ayrica romanda, 1944 yilinda
Tiirkiye’de idam edilen Emine Hanim Kuzu 6rnegi lizerinden 6liim cezasi ele alinmakta; bu durum,
Tiirkiye’de idam edilen kadinlara iligkin 6nemli bir akademik gozlem niteligi tagimaktadir.

Tiirkiye’de olim cezasinin tarihsel geligsimi literatiirde tarih ve hukuk disiplinleri
cercevesinde ele alinmistir. Ancak mevcut ¢alismalarin biiytik dl¢iide teorik bir perspektiften yoksun
oldugu goriilmektedir. Konu iizerine hazirlanmis en kapsamli calisma olan Mehmet Semih
Gemalmaz’n iki ciltlik Tiirkiye'de Oliim Cezast (1920-2000) adli eserinde, Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti
tarihinde 6liim cezasina iliskin mevzuatin seyri ile bu cezaya mahk{im edilen kisilere dair istatistiksel
bilgiler sunulmaktadir (Gemalmaz, 2001). Oliim cezasina iliskin teorik bir perspektif ortaya
koymayan Gemalmaz’m en 6nemli tespiti ise Tiirkiye’de infazlara iligskin resmi kayitlarin sorunlu
oldugudur. Yazar bunu resmi zihniyetin bir tezahiirii olarak yorumlamakta; Tiirkiye’de birey
hayatina ve yagsam hakkina gerekli degerin verilmedigini ileri stirmektedir.

Tirkiye’deki mevcut literatiiriin 6tesinde, ceza, toplumsal cinsiyet ve ceza adaleti iizerine
uluslararasi literatiir de kadin suclulugu ve 6liim cezasmin anlagilmasina yonelik dnemli teorik
perspektifler sunmaktadir. Feminist kriminoloji, uzun siiredir geleneksel kriminolojik yaklasimlari,
kadinlar1 ya biyolojik bir sapma ya da erkek suclularin ikincil bir varyasyonu olarak degerlendirdigi
gerekeesiyle elestirmektedir. Carol Smart, geleneksel kriminolojinin tarihsel olarak erkek merkezli
varsayimlar iizerine insa edildigini ve bu nedenle kadinlarin deneyimlerini toplumsal cinsiyet ve
iktidar iliskilerinin daha genis yapilar1 i¢erisinde analiz edemedigini ileri stirmektedir (Smart, 1977).
Benzer sekilde feminist kriminoloji alanindaki sonraki ¢aligmalar da kadin suglulugunun yalnizca
bireysel ahlak tizerinden degil; sosyoekonomik kosullar, aile ici siddet, toplumsal diglanma ve
ataerkil yapilar cercevesinde degerlendirilmesi gerektigini vurgulamistir (Seal, 2022).

Bu perspektif ozellikle 6liim cezasina iliskin c¢aligmalarda biiyliik 6nem tasimaktadir.
Elizabeth Rapaport, 6liim cezasmin bigimsel olarak toplumsal cinsiyet agisindan tarafsiz
gorlinmesine ragmen, uygulaniginin ¢ogu zaman toplumsal cinsiyete dayali varsayimlar ve yargisal
takdir mekanizmalar1 tarafindan sekillendirildigini belirtmektedir (Rapaport, 1990). Bu tiir
tartigmalar, 6liim cezasina mahk(im edilen kadinlarin yalnizca hukuk tarihi baglaminda degil; ayni
zamanda toplumsal cinsiyet, toplumsal denetim ve cezalandirma sistemlerinin isleyisine dair daha
genis tartismalar ¢ergevesinde degerlendirilmesi gerektigini gostermektedir.

Bu perspektiften bakildiginda, Tarik Isik’in Daragacinda 15 Kadin adli eseri, Cumhuriyet
doneminde Tiirkiye’de idam edilen kadinlara iliskin daginik bilgileri bir araya getirmesi bakimindan
onemli goriilebilir. Her ne kadar ¢alisma sistematik bir teorik ¢ergeve sunmasa da, ortaya koydugu
ampirik bulgularin toplumsal cinsiyet, ceza ve ceza adaleti sosyolojisi ilizerine gelecekte yapilacak
disiplinlerarasi ¢alismalara katki saglayabilecegi sdylenebilir.

Konuyla ilgili bir diger ¢aligma ise Tarik Isik’in 11 Kasim 2012 tarihinde Radikal
gazetesinde yayimlanan “Oteki I[damliklar: Daragacinda 15 Kadin” baslikli kdse yazisidir. Konuya
iligkin herhangi bir teorik igerik, degerlendirme ve kaynak icermeyen bu yazida Isik, Tiirk tarihinde
idam edilen 15 kadin hakkinda birkag climleden olusan kisa bilgiler vermektedir.

Isik’m Radikal’de yayimlanan yazisi, Tekin Idem’in Haziran 2022 tarihinde yayimlanan
Cumhuriyet Doneminde Kadin Mahkimlara Verilen Idam Cezalari baslikli makalesinde kaynak
olarak kullanilmistir. Oliim cezasina iliskin herhangi bir teorik cerceve, degerlendirme ya da
problematik yaklasim bulunmamas1 ve esas itibartyla Isik’in Radikal’deki metnine dayanmasi
dikkate alindiginda, s6z konusu makalenin teorik derinlik ve analitik tartisma bakimindan sinirlt
kaldigi ileri siiriilebilir.
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Tiirkiye’de Daragacindaki Kadinlar

Yukarida belirtilen ¢alismalar dikkate alindiginda Tiirkiye’de idam edilen kadinlan gesitli
yonlerden ele alan Tarik Isik’in Daragacinda 15 Kadin: Tiirkiye de Idam Edilen Kadinlarin Gergek
Hikayeleri (1931-1971) baslikl eseri, literatiirde bu tiirdeki ilk ve tek calisma niteligindedir (Isik,
2022). Isik, profesyonel bir gazeteci olup akademisyen degildir. Calismasinda konuya iligkin
herhangi bir tez ortaya koymamakta ve teorik bir gergeve ¢izmektedir. Hatta biiyiik olciide ¢esitli
kaynaklardan elde ettigi bulgular1 degerlendirmekten 6zellikle kagindigi dahi sdylenebilir. Ayrica
eser sistematik bir organizasyondan yoksun olup daginik bir goriiniim arz etmektedir. Ana konu,
calismanin neredeyse ortasinda ele alinmaya baslanmaktadir. Bu durumda akademik olmayan bir
kitabin neden akademik bir dergide elestirildigi hakli olarak sorgulanabilir. Buna karsilik, ¢aligmada
kullanilan kaynak ¢esitliliginin genisligi ile ana konuya iliskin her alt basliga dair bulgularin bir araya
getirilmesinin, gesitli bilim dallarindaki arastirmacilar yeni aragtirma konularina yonlendirebilecek
onemli ipuglari sundugunu diisiinmekteyiz. Asagida bu ipuglarindan hareketle bazi arastirma
konularma iliskin degerlendirmeler sunulacaktir.

Yazar, Kaatil Kadinlar baglikli béliimde (ss. 38-44) kadin suglularin tipolojisine iligkin
cesitli kaynaklara atiflarda bulunmaktadir. Ilk atif, kriminolojinin kurucu ismi kabul edilen Cesare
Lombroso’ya (1835-1909) aittir. Lombroso, kadin suclularin normal kadinlarda bulunmayan
kendilerine 6zgii fiziksel 6zelliklere (¢ene, yiiz, beyin ve kafatasi yapisi gibi) sahip olduklarini ileri
stirmektedir. Bir diger atif ise Hiiseyin Rifat Evirgen’in (1878-1954) 1949 yilinda Adalet Dergisi’nde
yayimlanan makalesinedir. Bu makalede kadin suglularin duygularimi kontrol edememeleri ve
sonrasinda kendilerini kaybetmeleri nedeniyle sug isledikleri savunulmaktadir. Ayrica Orhan lyiler’e
(?-?) ait bir goriiste, kiiciik yasta evlendirilen kadinlarin daha sonra bagka birine asik olabilecekleri
ve duygusal bir ¢okiintii icerisinde eslerini dldiirerek cinayet igleyebilecekleri ileri siiriilmektedir.
Nurullah Kunter’in (1911-1994) 1951 yilinda resmi istatistiklere dayanarak yayimladig1 eser ise
kadinlarin cehaletinin su¢ davranigi {izerindeki etkisini vurgulamakta; cehaletin gostergesi olarak
kabul edilen okuma yazma bilmemenin kadin suglulugunda belirleyici bir unsur olmadigin
savunmaktadir. Son olarak yazar, Nisan 1993 ile Ocak 1994 tarihleri arasinda Tirkiye’deki 71
cezaevinde bulunan 351 kadin suglu ile yapilan bir aragtirmanin sonuglarini aktarmaktadir. Buna
gore bu kadinlarin biiyiik gogunlugu eslerinden fiziksel siddet gormiis, esleri cogunlukla igsiz olmus
ve eslerinde uyumsuzluk hatta ruhsal sorunlar gézlemlenmistir. Yazar, bu unsurlar ile kadinlarin
eslerini 6ldiirme nedenleri arasinda 6nemli bir iliski bulundugunu ileri siirmektedir. Bununla birlikte
yazar, deginilen kaynaklara iligkin herhangi bir degerlendirme yapmamaktadir. Ancak Nisan 1993-
Ocak 1994 tarihleri arasindaki aragtirmanin sonuglari ile Hiiseyin Rifat’in 1950°lerde ¢izdigi tablo
karsilastirildiginda, kadim suglu tipolojisinin degismekte oldugu goriilmektedir. Ozellikle kadinlart
suca yonelten nedenler artik ekonomik giicliikler ve eslerinden gordiikleri siddet biciminde ortaya
¢ikmakta; bagka bir ifadeyle ge¢im ve yasam kosullarina iligkin kaygilar agk meselelerinin 6niine
gecmektedir.

Astlma Senligi baglikli boliime (s. 45) kadar sistematik bir yaklasimin bulunmadigini
sOylemek abartili olmayacaktir. Bu noktaya kadar anlati, kitabin ana konusu ile dogrudan iligkili
degildir. Hatta konular arasinda biitiinliik bulunmamakta ve yazar ana konu ile baglantiy1 kuracak
gerekli agiklamalar1 yapmamaktadir.

Astlma Senligi baslikli boliim (ss. 45-77) de ana konu ile dogrudan iliskili degildir. Bu
boliimde yazar, donemin Adalet Bakani’nin 1926 yilinda Tiirkiye Biiyiik Millet Meclisi’nde ceza
kanunu tasarisina iliskin yaptig1 konugmada “Korkmasi gerekenler Tiirk milletinin menfaatleri,
hukuku ve inkilab1 igin korkmas1 gerekenler degildir; korkmasi gerekenler bunlara kars1 olanlardir”
seklinde bir ifade kullandigini belirtmektedir. Bu yaklasim, donemin giderek otoriterlesen devlet
zihniyetinin bir yansimasi olarak degerlendirilebilir. Ayn1 zamanda bu durum, ulus-devlet insa
siirecinden gegen bir toplumun daha genis siyasal atmosferi igerisinde de anlasilabilir. Ayrica
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tartisma, sugluluga yol acan sosyoekonomik etkenlerin bu donemde ¢ogu zaman ideolojik ve siyasi
cerceveler igerisinde yorumlandigini gostermektedir. Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti’nin kurucu kadrolariin
bunun farkinda olduklarini ileri siirmiiyoruz. Onlar, kapitalist sistemin ortaya cikardigi sug
sebeplerini dogrudan tecriibe etmemislerdi. Bu baglamda modern Avrupa devlet modellerinden
ilham alan siyasi reformlar, Osmanli doneminden miras kalan kurumsal sorunlarin asilmasi igin
araclar olarak goriilmiistiir. Yazar aym1 boliimde, Milli Birlik Komitesi doneminde Hiiseyin
Sarikaya’nin 28 Aralik 1960 tarihinde idam edilmesinin son kamuya acik infaz oldugunu ifade
etmektedir. Ayrica Nisan 1961°den itibaren idamlarin gizli bicimde gergeklestirilmeye baslandigini
ve 1961 Anayasasi dncesinde 0liim cezasina iligkin iradenin Tiirkiye Biiyiikk Millet Meclisi karar
olarak ortaya c¢iktigini belirtmektedir. Dolayistyla cumhurbaskanlar ilgili siireclere imza yoluyla
katilmazken, 1961 Anayasasi sonrasinda 6liim cezalarini onaylama siirecinde cumhurbagskanlarinin
da imzalarinin yer aldig1 anlagilmaktadir.

Yukarida anlatilan hususlar, Tirkiye’de o0lim cezasina iliskin ¢esitli konularda
donemlendirme arastirmalart agisindan 6nemli ipuglar1 sunabilir. Ancak yazar boyle sistematik bir
yaklagim gelistirmemistir.

Yazar, Asrin Medeni ve Insani Icabr baslikli boliimde (ss. 78-84) tarih boyunca kullanilan
cesitli infaz yontemlerini anlatmaktadir. Ancak bu boliim de ana konu ile dogrudan iligkili degildir.
Bunun ardindan gelen Cumhuriyet Doneminde Cellatlar baglikli boliimiin (ss. 85-106) ise ana konu
ile dogrudan baglantili olmamasina ragmen iki 6nemli noktayi igerdigini diisiinmekteyiz. Bunlardan
ilki, Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti devlet teskilati icerisinde kurumsallasmis bir cellat smifinin
bulunmamasidir. Her 6liim cezasinin infazi i¢in disaridan infaz hizmeti satin alinmasi gerekmistir.
Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti’nde hukuken “6ldiirme” fiilinin meslek olarak icra edilmesinin miimkiin
olmayacag: diisiiniildiigiinde, bu durum son derece dnemli disiplinlerarasi bir arastirma konusu
niteligindedir. Baska bir agidan bakildiginda ise bu durum, belirli bir donemde devletin su¢ ve ceza
anlayisinin oldukca cezalandirict ve otoriter karakterini gostermektedir. Goriiniise gore devlet,
toplumsal yapinin diizeltilmesini ve sucga yol acan sartlarin ortadan kaldirilmasini 6nceleyen bir
zihniyete sahip degildi. Bu nedenle infazlarin gecici personele yaptirilmasi, donemin ceza sisteminin
pratik ve kurumsal siirliliklariin bir yansimasi olarak degerlendirilebilir. Tkinci husus ise Tiirkiye
Cumhuriyeti’ndeki cellatlar ile ilgilidir. Yazar, 6zellikle Ali Ag1 (1889-1965) olarak bilinen “Cellat
Ali” hakkinda ¢esitli kaynaklardan bilgiler sunmaktadir. Goriiniise gore yazar, Ali Ag1 hakkinda
oldukg¢a zahmetli bir arastirma yiiriitmiis ve zengin bir bibliyografya ortaya koymustur. Bununla
birlikte calisma biiyiik 6l¢iide betimleyici nitelikte kalmakta ve mevcut malzemenin daha sistematik
bir sentezine ihtiya¢ duymaktadir. Ancak yazarm atifta bulundugu kaynaklar, sosyal bilimlerin
hemen her alanindan arastirmacinin yeni aragtirma konulari i¢in kaynak tarama siirecinde 6nemli
Olciide yararlanabilecegi niteliktedir. Bu baglamda ilk akla gelen konulardan biri cellatlar iizerine bir
tipoloji ¢aligmasidir. Bu 6zellik ayn1 zamanda akademik olmayan s6z konusu kitabin bir akademik
dergide elestiri konusu yapilmasinin bir diger sebebini olusturmaktadir.

Kitapta TBMM 'nin Oliim Cezalarim Affettigi U¢ Kadin bashkl béliimde (ss. 107-116), 8liim
cezasina mahkim edilmelerine ragmen Tiirkiye Biiyiik Millet Meclisi tarafindan affedilen ti¢ kadin
ele alinmaktadir. Bu boliimde yazar temel olarak Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti tarihi boyunca 6liim cezasina
carptirilmig iic kadinin affedilme siireclerini incelemektedir. Ali kizt Huriye’nin hikayesi ise bu
calismada ayrintili bicimde ortaya koymaya c¢alismadigimiz teorik bir perspektif bakimindan
degerlendirme yapmaya imkan tanimaktadir. Huriye 45-50 yaslarinda saglikli bir kadin iken esi
yaslilik belirtileri gosteren 80 yasinda zengin bir adamdir. Huriye’ nin bir sevgilisi bulunmaktadir.
Esi bundan siiphelenerek cinayetten birkag ay once onu terk eder ancak komsular araya girerek
taraflar1 baristirirlar. Daha sonra Huriye esini 6ldiiriir, bahgeye gdmer ve gevresine onun ¢alismak
igin Istanbul’a gittigini sdyler. Alti-yedi ay sonra ise esinin servetine ulasabilmek amaciyla resmi
makamlara bagvurur. Ancak esinin 6ldiigiinii ispatlayamadig1 i¢in basvurusu reddedilir. Bunun
tizerine cesedi bir ¢uvala koyarak bir hamal yardimiyla tren istasyonuna gotiiriir ve esinin 61digini
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kanitlayabilmek amaciyla ¢uvalin {izerine esinin adinin yazili oldugu bir zarf ilistirir. Daha sonra
evde yapilan aramada cinayete iliskin deliller bulunur ve hamal da tanik olarak ifade verir. Bu
hikdyede kadin ile esi arasindaki yas farki dikkate alindiginda, Huriye’nin kendisine daha iyi bir
yasam saglamak amaciyla evlendirilmis olmasi muhtemeldir. Dolayisiyla onun cinselligini ve
kadmlik duygularini tam anlamiyla yasayamadigi diisiiniilebilir. Bu baglamda bir sevgili edinmesi
dogal karsilanabilir ve iligkisinin ortaya ¢ikmasindan hemen 6nce daha iyi bir yasam elde edebilmek
amactyla esini 6ldiirdiigli anlasilmaktadir. Bu vaka, toplumsal cinsiyet esitsizligi, ekonomik
bagimlilik ve toplumsal kirillganlik cercevesinde degerlendirilebilir.

Yazar, Salct Bact Magdur Mu, Bir Heyiila M1 baslikli boliimde (ss. 117-129) ana konuyu ele
almaya baglamaktadir. Bu boliimde ve devamindaki kisimlarda Tiirkiye’de idam edilen kadinlarin
hikayeleri anlatilmaktadir. Ancak yazar, kitabin bu kisminda da herhangi bir teorik perspektif
sunmamakta; yalmizca kaynaklara atifta bulunmakta ve bunlar tizerine herhangi bir degerlendirme
yapmamaktadir. Dolayisiyla yukarida ortaya koydugumuz perspektifin, okuyucunun kitabin bu
boliimiiniin igerigine iliskin anlamli sonuglar ¢ikarmasina imkan saglayabilecegini ve ayni zamanda
arastirmacilara yeni arastirma sorulart gelistirme konusunda ilham verebilecegini diisiinmekteyiz.
Ayrica burada iki 6nemli hususun 6zellikle vurgulanmasinin faydali olacagi kanaatindeyiz.

IIk husus, Cumhuriyet’in erken dénem modernlesme reformlarinin bir pargasi olarak
yiiriirliige konulan Sapka Iktisas1 Kanunu’na® kars1 Erzurum’da gerceklesen bir ayaklanmaya katilan
bir kadinin idam edildigi yoniindeki iddiayla ilgilidir. Yazar, yaptig1 arastirmalar dogrultusunda bu
iddianin herhangi bir belgesel kanita dayanmadig1 i¢in temelsiz oldugunu belirtmektedir. Ayrica
iddia edilen sekilde idam edilen kadinin 6zellikleri ile olaylar nedeniyle yargilanip beraat eden baska
bir kadinin 6zellikleri arasinda bazi benzerlikler bulunduguna dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Bununla birlikte
yazar, “iddianin gercegi budur” seklinde bir degerlendirme yapmaksizin yalnizca okuyucunun
dikkatini bu noktaya ¢ekmektedir. Bu nedenle s6z konusu iki kadinin hikayelerinin kisaca aktarilmasi
uygun olacaktir.

Kanunun 25 Kasim 1925 tarihinde yayimlanmasinin ardindan Malatya, Erzurum, Sivas,
Kayseri, Maras, Giresun ve Rize’de devlete karsi ayaklanmalar ortaya ¢ikmistir. Ayaklanmalar
bastirilmis ve sorumlular yargilanmistir. Rize’deki ayaklanmanin Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti’nin eski
basbakanlarindan birinin kdyiinde bagladigi ve on giin siirdiigii; ayaklanmayr bastirmakla
gorevlendirilen Hamidiye kruvazdriiniin ise isyancilarin toplandigi boélgeleri iki giin boyunca
bombaladigi bilinmektedir.'® Ayaklanmanin bastirilmasinin ardindan olaylara katildiklar1 belirlenen
143 kisi tutuklanmis ve bunlardan 8’i idam edilmistir (Ang, t.y.; Ozdemir, 2007; Yalgin, 2014: 20).
Erzurum’daki olaylara katilan bir kadinin da idam edildigi ileri siiriilmektedir. Yazar, bu iddianin
Sadrettin Ibrahim Hakkioglu (?-?) tarafindan Tarih Yolunda Erzurum dergisinin Aralik 1961 tarihli
sayisinda ortaya atildigini belirtmektedir. Ancak bu iddia, s6z konusu kadina iliskin herhangi bir
bilgi veya belge icermemektedir. Nimet Arzik (1921-1989) ise 1969 yilinda kadin hakkinda herhangi
bir belgeye dayanmayan ¢ok sayida bilgi ileri stirmiistiir. Sefer Daric1 da Nimet Arzik’1in hikayesini
44 y1l sonra daha da gelistirmistir. Yazara gore o donemde olaylara miidahale eden subay Hasan
Pasa, gazeteci Cetin Altan’in (1927-2015) dedesidir ve Salc1 Baci’ya iliskin iddialari ileri siirenler
goriinlise gore Cetin Altan’in dedesine dair anlatilarina dayanmaktadirlar. Buna gére Cetin Altan’in
dedesi, sapka reformuna kars1 ayaklanmay1 bastirmakla gorevlendirildigi sehirde kendisini kontrol
edemeyerek bir kadini idam ettirmistir. Ancak yazarin arastirmasina gore bu sorusturmaya iligskin
arsiv belgelerinin higbirinde sapka reformuna muhalefet ettigi i¢in bir kadinin idam edildigine dair

% 1925 yilinda yiiriirliige giren 671 say1li Sapka Kanunu, Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti’nin modernlesme reformlarinin
bir pargasi olarak Bati tarz1 baglik kullanimini zorunlu hale getirmistir.

10 Bombardimanlara kars1 isyancilar arasinda, “Atma Hamidiye atma / Lahana tarlalarmi bompoh edeysun /
Vergi de vereceguz, serpus da giyeceguz” sdzlerini igeren bir tiirkiiniin ortaya ¢iktig1 belirtilmektedir (Kalkan,
2006).
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bilgi bulunmadig1 gibi dénemin gazetelerinde de bu konuda herhangi bir habere rastlanmamaktadir.
Buna karsilik Yazar, Sapka Kanunu’na Muhalefetten Yargilanan Haci Esma baglikli boliimde (ss.
135-136), Tiirkiye Biiyiik Millet Meclisi Arsivi’ndeki belgelere dayanarak Erzurum’da Haci Esma
adli bir kadinin sapka takan bir erkege hakaret ettigi icin onun tarafindan polise sikéyet edildigini
ortaya koymaktadir. Hac1 Esma, dini siyasi amagclarla kullanarak halki isyana tesvik etmek ve sapka
reformuna karsi ¢ikmak suglamalariyla yargilanmig ancak sonunda beraat etmistir. Yazar, Hact Esma
ile Salc1 Baci arasindaki benzerliklere —her ikisinin de bohgacilik yaparken sapka takan devlet
gorevlilerine hakaret etmis olmalarina— dikkat cekmesine ragmen, “Salc1 Baci hikdyesinin gercegi
budur” seklinde bir degerlendirmede bulunmamaktadir.

Diger mesele ise Elestiri ve Oziir baslikli alt boliimle (ss. 135-136) ilgilidir. Bu alt boliimde
yazar, 11 Kasim 2012 tarihinde Radikal gazetesinde yayimlanan yazisinda Salci Baci hikayesini
dogrulugunu arastirmaksizin Tiirk tarihinde idam edilenler arasinda gosterdigini ancak artik bunun
yanlis oldugunu fark ettigini belirterek 6ziir dilemektedir. Ardindan Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk’iin
“Tarih yazmak, tarih yapmak kadar mithimdir. Yazan, yapana sadik kalmazsa degismeyen hakikat
insanlig1 sasirtacak bir mahiyet alir” sdzlinii aktararak alt boliimii sonlandirmaktadir. Bu diizeltme,
calismanin genel degerini zayiflatmaktan ziyade, parcali kanitlara dayanan tartigmali tarihsel
anlatilarin dogrulanmasinda karsilasilan giicliikleri gostermesi bakimindan anlamli goriilebilir. Ayn1
zamanda bu olay, kolektif hafizada tartismali meselelerle ilgili calismalarda dikkatli kaynak
elestirisinin ve yontemsel ihtiyatin dnemini ortaya koymaktadir. Bu bakimdan yazarin s6z konusu
diizeltmeyi kitabin On S6z veya Giris boliimlerinde daha ayrmtili bigimde tartismasinin belki de daha
uygun olacag diisiiniilebilir.

Sonug¢

Kitapta H. Dilara Agaoglu Canay’in Kadin Su¢lulugu: Feminist Bakis A¢isindan Kavramsal
Bir Inceleme ve Didem Akdogan’in Istiklal Mahkemeleri ve Sapka Inkilabimin Erzurum’daki
Yansimalar: baglikli yiiksek lisans tezlerinden yararlanilmis olmakla birlikte, bibliyografya
bakimindan eserin yetersiz kaldig1 goriillmektedir (Canay, 2004; Akdogan, 2019). Bunun yaninda
Sacit Yilmaz’in 12 Eyliil 1980-1984 Yillart Arasinda Stkiyénetim Askeri Mahkemelerince Oliim
Cezasina Carptirilan ve Bu Cezalart Infaz Edilen Hiikiimliilerin Dava Dosyalarimin Incelenmesi
bashkli tezi ile Aliye Ak’ 1n Avrupa Birligi'ne Uyum Siirecinde Tiirkiye 'de Idam Cezas: Tartismalar:
(1999-2017) baslikli ¢aligmasinin kullanilmadig1 dikkat ¢ekmektedir (Yilmaz, 1996; Ak, 2019).
Ayrica Nihat Behram’in Daragacinda Ug Fidan ve Erdal Oz’tin Giiliiniin Soldugu Aksam baslikli
eserlerine de atifta bulunulmamustir (Behram, 1976; Oz, 1986).

Bununla birlikte Tarik Isik’in Daragacinda 15 Kadin: Tiirkiye'de Idam Edilen Kadinlarin
Gergek Hikdyeleri (1931—-1971) baglikli eseri, Cumhuriyet doneminde 6liim cezasina c¢arptirilarak
idam edilen kadinlara odaklanmasi bakimindan modern Tiirkiye tarih yaziminda yeterince
calisilmamig bir konuya dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Her ne kadar eser sistematik bir teorik ¢erceve
sunmamakta ve bazi boliimlerde biiyiik Slglide betimleyici bir nitelige sahip olsa da gazeteler,
hatiratlar, mahkeme ile iligkili belgeler ve ¢esitli ikincil kaynaklarda daginik halde bulunan bilgileri
bir araya getirerek 6nemli bir ampirik katki sunmaktadir. Bu yoniiyle ¢calisma, modern Tiirkiye’de
ceza, ceza adaleti ve toplumsal cinsiyet lizerine gelisen literatiire katkida bulunmaktadir.

Kitabin baglica katkilarindan biri, kadinlari infaz ve ceza tarihi igerisinde tarihsel 6zne olarak
goriiniir kilmasidir. Tiirkiye’de 6liim cezasina iligkin mevcut ¢alismalar genellikle hukuk reformlari,
siyasi davalar, askerl miidahaleler ve erkek mahkiimlar lizerinde yogunlasmis; 6liim cezasina maruz
kalan kadinlar ise gorece smirli bir akademik ilgi gérmiistiir. Isik’in 1931-1971 déneminde idam
edilen kadinlara 6zel olarak odaklanan ¢alismasi, bu 6nemli ampirik boslugun doldurulmasina katki
saglamakta ve ceza ile ceza adaletinin toplumsal cinsiyet boyutlarina iligkin yeni tartigmalari tesvik
etmektedir.

www.turkishstudies.net/religion



506 Cumali Bozpinar

Bununla birlikte kitabin ¢esitli sinirliliklart da bulunmaktadir. Boliimler her zaman tutarli bir
analitik ¢erceve igerisinde organize edilmemistir ve anlati zaman zaman ana konudan
uzaklasmaktadir. Ayrica eser, feminist kriminoloji, toplumsal cinsiyet ve ceza sosyolojisine iligkin
daha genis uluslararasi literatiirle yalnizca sinirl 6l¢iide iliski kurmaktadir. Sistematik bir yontemsel
ve teorik perspektifin bulunmamasi, ¢aligmanin analitik derinligini azaltmakta ve bazi 6nemli
sorularin yeterince incelenmeden kalmasina yol agmaktadir.

Buna ragmen eser, Tiirkiye’de idam edilen kadinlara iliskin parcali malzemeyi genis dl¢iide
bir araya getirmesi ve ihmal edilmis bir arastirma alanina dikkat ¢cekmesi bakimindan degerini
korumaktadir. Caligma, Tiirk tarihinde toplumsal cinsiyet, siddet, sucluluk ve 6liim cezas1 iizerine
gelecekte gerceklestirilecek disiplinlerarasi arastirmalar i¢in 6nemli baslangic noktalari sunmaktadir.
Bu anlamda Daragacinda 15 Kadin, yalnizca gazetecilik iiriinii bir anlati olarak degil, ayn1 zamanda
modern Tiirkiye’de toplumsal cinsiyet ile cezalandirma arasindaki iligkiye dair akademik tartigmalari
tesvik edebilecek dnemli bir ampirik kaynak olarak degerlendirilmelidir.

Modern Tiirkiye’de idam edilen kadinlara 6zel olarak odaklanan calismalarin sinirliligi
dikkate alindiginda, eserin gbzden gecirilmis ve teorik agidan genisletilmis bir versiyonunun bagka
dillere ¢evrilerek yayimlanmasi, toplumsal cinsiyet, ceza ve ceza adaleti {izerine yiiriitiilen
uluslararasi tartismalara da katki saglayabilir.
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ETIK BEYANLAR
Arastirma ve Yaymn Etigi
Bu makalenin 6zgiin bir ¢alisma oldugunu ve bilimsel arastirma ve yayin etigi ilkelerine
uygun olarak hazirlandigini beyan ederim. Makale daha oOnce herhangi bir yerde
yayimmlanmamig olup bagka bir dergide degerlendirme siirecinde degildir.
Caligmada kullanilan tiim kaynaklar akademik kurallara uygun bigimde atiflanmistir.
Caligmanin intihal, veri uydurma, veri tahrifi veya manipiilasyon i¢cermedigini; aragtirma
bulgularinin bilimsel diiriistliik ilkelerine uygun sekilde sunuldugunu beyan ederim.
Yazar Katkisi
Caligmanin tasarlanmasi, yiiriitiilmesi, analizi ve makalenin raporlama agamasini tek basina
yiirlitmiistiir. Makalenin son hélini okuyup onayladim ve yayimlanmasini kabul ettim.
Cikar Catismasi
Bu makalenin yayimlanmasima iligkin herhangi bir ¢ikar ¢atismas1 bulunmadigini beyan
ederim.
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Finansal Destek
Bu aragtirma herhangi bir kamu kurumu, ticari kurulus veya kar amaci giitmeyen kurulus
tarafindan finansal olarak desteklenmemistir.

Yapay Zeka Kullanim Beyam
Makalenin hazirlanmas: siirecinde yapay zeka araglarindan yalmizca dil diizenleme, ceviri
destegi ve anlatim iyilestirmesi amaciyla sinirlt 6l¢iide yararlanilmistir. Yapay zeka araglari
tarafindan yapilan ceviri ve dil diizenlemeleri tarafimdan dikkatle kontrol edilmistir. Yapay
zeka araglart ¢alismanin bilimsel iceriginin, arastirma tasariminin, analizlerinin veya
akademik sonuglarinin olusturulmasinda kullanilmamigtir. Makalenin igerigine iliskin tim
akademik sorumluluk bana aittir.

Telif Haklar1 ve izinler
Telif hakki gerektiren materyaller kullanilmigsa gerekli izinlerin alindigimi ve galigmanin
herhangi bir fikrl miilkiyet hakkini ihlal etmedigini beyan ederim.

Yazar Onayi
Makalenin son halini okudum, onayladim ve yayimlanmasini kabul ettigimi beyan ederim.

Turkish Studies — Comparative Religious Studies, 21(01)



