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Abstract Since the end of the Cold War, only a limited number of peace processes have produced sustainable
and comprehensive settlements. At the same time, the credibility of traditional great powers and international
organizations in facilitating impartial and inclusive peace processes called into question. Against this backdrop,
a growing number of middle powers and non-Western countries from different regions of the world have
emerged as influential mediators in international conflicts. Tiirkiye, China, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United
Arab Emirates were listed among the new diplomatic actors in the field; at least 20 of the 53 peace processes
ongoing in 2025 were mediated by these countries. This transformation raises several questions regarding the
motivations that drive states to engage in mediation. While the existing literature largely emphasizes material
interests, security concerns, geopolitical calculations, and strategic gains, mediation may also serve broader
normative and status-related objectives. This study argues that mediation, soft power and reputation may share
strong symbiotic relationship. It is guided by two central questions: Are states motivated to mediate solely by
material and strategic interests? To what extent can normative and status-seeking motivations transform
mediation into a source of soft power, reputation, and international influence? This study is designed as a
conceptual and theoretical investigation, and an integrative literature review has been adopted as its method.
In this context, Tiirkiye, Qatar, and Norway are not treated as independent empirical cases but rather as
illustrative country examples for the developed conceptual framework. Accordingly, this study aims to explain
whether a mediator country's normative and status-based motivations can be a resource for enhancing its
national reputation and soft power capacities through the conceptual relations among virtue-centered soft
power, national role, status, and reputation.
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Oz Soguk Savas'tan bu yana catisma ¢Oziimii ve baris insasi ¢abalarmin ¢ok azi kalici bir basariyla
sonuglanabilmistir. Bunun bir sonucu olarak, geleneksel batili giiclerin ve uluslararasi orgiitlerin baris
stireglerinde herkes icin adil ¢oziimler sunmadaki etkinligi ve yetkinligi tartisilan basliklar arasinda yer
almaktadir. Buna karsilik, orta 6lgekli giiclerin ve batili olmayan iilkelerin giderek bu boslugu doldurdugu ve
kiiresel bir rol oynadiklar1 goriilmektedir. 2025 yilinda devam eden 53 baris siirecinin en az 20'si Tiirkiye, Cin,
Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri, Katar ve Suudi Arabistan’in arabuluculugunda yiiriitilmiistiir. Bu doniisiim ayni
zamanda iilkeleri arabuluculuga yonlendiren motivasyonlarin neler oldugu konusunda bir dizi soruyu giindeme
getirmektedir. Alan yazmindaki caligmalar daha ¢ok maddi ¢ikarlar, giivenlik endigeleri, jeopolitik
hesaplamalar ve stratejik kazanimlar1 vurgularken, arabuluculugun normatif ve statii temelli motivasyonlart ile
ilgili yeterli ¢aligma yer almamaktadir. Bu ¢alisma, arabuluculuk, yumusak gii¢ ve itibarmn gii¢lii bir simbiyotik
iligki i¢inde olabilecegini savunmaktadir. Caligma, iki temel soruya odaklanmaktadir: Devletler yalnizca maddi
ve stratejik ¢ikarlar tarafindan m1 arabuluculuk yapmaya motive olurlar? Normatif ve statii arayisina yonelik
motivasyonlar, arabuluculugu ne dl¢iide yumusak gii¢, itibar ve uluslararasi etki kaynagina doniistiirebilir? Bu
caligma, kavramsal ve teorik bir arastirma olarak tasarlanmis olup, biitiinlestirici bir literatiir taramasi1 yontemi
benimsenmistir. Bu baglamda, Tiirkiye, Katar ve Norve¢ bagimsiz ampirik vakalar olarak degil, gelistirilen
kavramsal ¢ergeve i¢in drnek {ilkeler olarak ele alimmistir. Calisma, arabulucu bir tilkenin normatif ve statiiye
dayali motivasyonlarinin, erdem merkezli yumusak giic, ulusal rol, statii ve itibar arasindaki kavramsal iligkiler
araciligiyla ulusal itibarmi ve yumusak giic kapasitesini artirmak ic¢in bir kaynak olup olamayacagini
aciklamay1 amaglamaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Uluslararasi Arabuluculuk, Arabuluculugun Normatif Motivasyonlari, Erdem Merkezli
Yumusak Giig, Ulusal Rol, Statii, tibar
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Structured Abstract:

The primary aim of this study is to analyze how normative and status-seeking motivations for
mediation affect a mediator country's national reputation and soft power. Many studies in the literature argue
that mediation should be understood not only as a conflict-resolution mechanism but also as a foreign policy
instrument capable of generating soft power (Touval, 2003; Touval & Zartman, 1996). However, current
studies in the field fall short of presenting this relationship within a distinct analytical framework. Addressing
it within an independent framework would allow for a broader understanding of mediation's contributions and
effects on a country's global and national reputation and soft power capacities. Therefore, this study intends to
synthesize, through qualitative research methodologies and a literature review, the connection between virtue-
centered soft power, normative motivations for mediation, and the concepts of national role, status, and
reputation. Drawing on these research methods; literature review, and contemporary examples, this study
explores how normative and status-based motivations influence mediation practices and how these motivations
contribute to the construction of national role identities, reputation, status, and soft power in international
politics.

While the primary practical function of mediation is to resolve conflict, it also reflects specific values,
requires specialized skills, and is directly linked to the complexity of international relations. In this context,
mediation, which aligns with the interdependent, collaborative, morally responsible, and norm-based nature of
soft power, can play a significant role in building a positive national image and reputation that is appreciated
and welcomed by foreign public opinion.

Foreign policy is a primary source through which states build appeal and legitimacy in international
politics (Nye, 2017a). Countries that consistently uphold humanitarian values, promote international
cooperation, contribute to peacebuilding, and mediate tend to strengthen their soft power. In this context, this
study also aims to integrate the view that a mediating country can increase its soft power and strengthen its
appeal and legitimacy in the eyes of governments and societies by also demonstrating values-based leadership
and a commitment to international peace and stability.

Mediation can be shaped by a country's motivations, such as achieving peace, gaining power, pursuing
interests, acquiring soft power, prestige, and reputation, as well as fulfilling moral responsibilities. However,
there is no consensus on which strategy is most commonly used or most effective. A mediator's credibility and
effectiveness contribute to the country's standing in the international community and play a crucial role in
enhancing its soft power. It is observed that an active, fair, reputable, egalitarian, inclusive, and sharing policy
in conflict resolution leads to the construction of a sustainable reputation.

Mediation also possesses intrinsic qualities that closely align with the theoretical foundations of soft
power. Participating in mediation provides states with a platform to demonstrate qualities and pursue policies
that can generate appeal and enhance perceived legitimacy, thereby contributing to their soft power reserves.
In this respect, mediation stands out as a niche area in foreign policy where soft power's ability to influence
others through attraction and persuasion, rather than coercion or force, can be actively exercised.

On the other hand, the effectiveness of mediation as a tool of soft power largely depends on context,
strategy, perceived impartiality, and, most importantly, the consistency of the mediator state’s actions and
values. Simply engaging in mediation is not sufficient; these efforts must be credible and not contradict the
state’s general foreign policy.

Moreover, engaging in mediation reflects a country’s image of international responsibility. In this
context, all efforts toward the peaceful resolution of conflicts align with international norms. Acting as a
responsible stakeholder committed to peace increases the perceived legitimacy and moral authority of the
mediator’s foreign policy. This growing legitimacy is also a core outcome of soft power. Demonstrating
commitment to international law and peace, and taking initiatives for global and regional peace, enhance a
country’s reputation. By investing resources and political capital to mediate conflicts that threaten regional or
global stability, a country positions itself as a dedicated and self-sacrificing global citizen committed to peace
and security. When a country's foreign policy is perceived as legitimate, fair, cooperative, and aligned with
widely shared values and virtues, it creates soft power by making that nation attractive and persuasive in the
eyes of other countries and their peoples. This attractiveness can then be used to achieve foreign policy
objectives more effectively and sustainably than through coercion or military or economic incentives.
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International mediation also significantly shapes a country's national reputation through humanitarian,
ethical, and normative motivations, and through the conceptualization of a "Good Country" (Anholt, 2020). In
particular, mediation driven by moral, virtue-based, or humanitarian concerns can serve as a sector or sub-
sector that helps countries reach their targeted position in terms of soft power and strong nation branding. A
successful mediation can also help create an image of a country as a "peace builder" in this context. However,
there are risks; unintended failure can significantly damage a country's credibility and reputation (Béhmelt,
2021).

Participating in mediation can also yield gains on the path to a virtuous international political stance
centered on the common peace and the future of the world, including increased influence and a good reputation.
As Keohane states, "A good reputation makes it easier for a government to enter into advantageous
international agreements; damage to that reputation makes it more difficult to reach agreements, thus incurring
a cost for that country" (Keohane, 2005, p. 105). According to Faget, "Mediation is a soft way of maintaining
a form of global dominance, a manifestation of soft power belonging to a neoliberal ideology that advocates
for the supremacy of transnational networks over nation-states in global governance issues" (Faget, 2011, p.
30). Through mediation, a country may increase its persuasive power and national reputation in peaceful
conflict resolution, while enhancing its position in international organizations and shaping international norms.
From this perspective, similarities can be seen in the methods, approaches, and ultimate goals of soft power
and international mediation. The initiatives and successes of countries and leaders who aspire to and are
motivated by stronger recognition, legitimacy, leadership, prestige, and status in mediation efforts directly and
positively impact this field.

Regardless of the outcome of the mediation initiative, countries and leaders who offer to participate
in mediation processes, or whose participation is offered to them by the parties, contribute to the production of
soft power in this area. In other words, even the intention to mediate for the collective future and well-being of
the world can, in itself, be part of a virtuous cycle. Virtue-centered soft power, in turn, contributes to a country's
targeted reputation, status, legitimacy, and credibility, agenda setting, leadership, etc. It creates a multiplier
effect in earnings (Chitty, 2016).

While mediation offers potential benefits such as increased reputation, influence, and soft power, it
also carries significant risks, including failure, reputational loss, or even escalation of conflict. Failure or
perceived ineffectiveness can harm a country's soft power and national reputation. Successful mediation, by
demonstrating competence, legitimacy, and positive values, can greatly enhance soft power; however,
inconsistency with values, a weakened sense of justice, imbalances of interests, or excessive use of hard power
during the process may undermine these gains. This highlights the need for countries to ensure that the potential
soft power and reputation gains from mediation initiatives are resilient and sustainable in the face of such risks.

In recent years, non-Western actors, especially rising regional powers have increasingly assumed
mediator and facilitator roles in global conflicts. Conversely, international organizations, such as the United
Nations, and traditional Western mediators, such as Sweden, Switzerland, and Norway, have become less
active in global crises and conflict resolution. In at least 20 of the 53 peace processes conducted in 2025, China,
Tiirkiye, Qatar, Saudi Arabia were involved. As the dynamics of conflict resolution and mediation shift,
regional and emerging powers are being recognized as global norm-setters, sought-after international
mediators, and “Architects of Peace.” Unlike traditional Western powers, these new global mediators pursue
more results-oriented, win-win strategies alongside their own security, geopolitical, and economic interests.
They also use various strategic and diplomatic channels in mediation processes—such as civil society
organizations, humanitarian and economic aid, and military assistance—Ileveraging soft power mechanisms.

In conclusion, this study highlights that mediation, soft power, and reputation may share a strong
symbiotic relationship. While mediation primarily functions as a tool for conflict management and resolution,
it simultaneously provides states with opportunities to demonstrate values, build legitimacy, gain recognition,
and enhance their international reputation. Accordingly, mediation should be examined not merely through the
lens of strategic and material interests but also as an important source of virtue-centered soft power.
Notwithstanding, existing studies in the field are insufficient in presenting this relationship through an
independent analytical framework. It is believed that addressing it with an independent framing would allow
for a more holistic and analytical presentation of the contribution and effects of mediation on a country's global
national reputation and soft power capacities. Using a conceptual research approach, this study conducts an
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integrative literature review; the theoretical intersections among the concepts of "virtue-centered soft power,"
"good country," "normative, status-based motivations of mediation," "national role," "soft power," and
"reputation building" are evaluated in light of discussions in the literature, illustrative country examples, and
conceptual inferences.
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Résumé Structuré:

L'objectif principal de cette étude est d'analyser comment les motivations normatives et celles liées a
la recherche de prestige qui sous-tendent la médiation influencent la réputation nationale et le « soft power »
d'un pays médiateur. De nombreuses études dans la littérature soutiennent que la médiation doit étre comprise
non seulement comme un mécanisme de résolution des conflits, mais aussi comme un instrument de politique
étrangere capable de générer du « soft power » (Touval, 2003 ; Touval & Zartman, 1996). Cependant, les
études actuelles dans ce domaine ne parviennent pas a présenter cette relation au sein d’un cadre analytique
distinct. L aborder dans un cadre indépendant permettrait une compréhension plus large des contributions et
des effets de la médiation sur la réputation mondiale et nationale d’un pays, ainsi que sur ses capacités en
matiére de soft power. Par conséquent, cette étude vise a synthétiser, a travers des méthodologies de recherche
qualitatives et une revue de la littérature, le lien entre le soft power centré sur les vertus, les motivations
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normatives de la médiation et les concepts de role national, de statut et de réputation. En s’appuyant sur ces
méthodes de recherche, sur une analyse documentaire et sur des exemples contemporains, cette étude explore
la maniere dont les motivations normatives et liées au statut influencent les pratiques de médiation, ainsi que
la facon dont ces motivations contribuent a la construction des identités liées au réle national, de la réputation,
du statut et du soft power en politique internationale.

Si la fonction pratique premiére de la médiation est de résoudre les conflits, elle refléte également des
valeurs spécifiques, requiert des compétences spécialisées et est directement liée a la complexité des relations
internationales. Dans ce contexte, la médiation, qui s’inscrit dans la nature interdépendante, collaborative,
moralement responsable et fondée sur des normes du soft power, peut jouer un réle significatif dans la
construction d’une image et d’une réputation nationales positives, appréciées et bien accueillies par I’opinion
publique étrangere.

La politique étrangére est une source principale par laquelle les Etats renforcent leur attractivité et leur
légitimité en politique internationale (Nye, 2017a). Les pays qui défendent systématiquement les valeurs
humanitaires, encouragent la coopération internationale, contribuent a la consolidation de la paix et ménent des
actions de médiation tendent a renforcer leur soft power. Dans ce contexte, la présente étude vise également a
intégrer 1’idée selon laquelle un pays médiateur peut accroitre son soft power et renforcer son attractivité et sa
légitimité aux yeux des gouvernements et des sociétés en faisant également preuve d’un leadership fondé sur
des valeurs et d’un engagement en faveur de la paix et de la stabilité internationales.

La médiation peut étre fagonnée par les motivations d’un pays, telles que I’instauration de la paix,
I’acquisition de pouvoir, la poursuite d’intéréts, I’obtention de soft power, de prestige et de réputation, ainsi
que I’accomplissement de responsabilités morales. Cependant, il n’existe pas de consensus sur la stratégie la
plus couramment utilisée ou la plus efficace. La crédibilité et I’efficacité d’un médiateur contribuent au
rayonnement du pays au sein de la communauté internationale et jouent un réle crucial dans le renforcement
de son soft power. On constate qu’une politique active, équitable, respectable, égalitaire, inclusive et solidaire
en matiére de résolution des conflits conduit a la construction d’une réputation durable.

La médiation possede également des qualités intrinseéques qui s’alignent étroitement sur les
fondements théoriques du soft power. Participer a la médiation offre aux Etats une plateforme pour démontrer
leurs qualités et mener des politiques susceptibles de susciter 1’adhésion et de renforcer leur 1égitimité pergue,
contribuant ainsi & leurs réserves de soft power. A cet égard, la médiation s’impose comme un domaine de
niche de la politique étrangere ou la capacité du « soft power » a influencer les autres par 1’attraction et la
persuasion, plutot que par la coercition ou la force, peut étre activement exercée.

D’autre part, I’efficacité de la médiation en tant qu’outil de « soft power » dépend largement du
contexte, de la stratégie, de I’impartialité pergue et, surtout, de la cohérence des actions et des valeurs de 1’Etat
médiateur. Le simple fait de s’engager dans la médiation ne suffit pas ; ces efforts doivent étre crédibles et ne
pas contredire la politique étrangére générale de I’Etat.

De plus, s’engager dans la médiation refléte 1’image d’un pays en matiére de responsabilité
internationale. Dans ce contexte, tous les efforts visant a la résolution pacifique des conflits s’alignent sur les
normes internationales. Agir en tant qu’acteur responsable engagé en faveur de la paix renforce la Iégitimité
pergue et ’autorité morale de la politique étrangére du médiateur. Cette 1égitimité croissante est également un
résultat essentiel du soft power. Faire preuve d’un engagement en faveur du droit international et de la paix, et
prendre des initiatives pour la paix mondiale et régionale, renforce la réputation d’un pays. En investissant des
ressources et du capital politique pour servir de médiateur dans des conflits qui menacent la stabilité régionale
ou mondiale, un pays se positionne comme un citoyen du monde dévoué et prét au sacrifice, engagé en faveur
de la paix et de la sécurité. Lorsque la politique étrangeére d’un pays est percue comme légitime, équitable,
coopérative et conforme a des valeurs et vertus largement partagées, elle génere du soft power en rendant cette
nation attrayante et persuasive aux yeux des autres pays et de leurs populations. Cet attrait peut alors étre mis
a profit pour atteindre les objectifs de politique étrangére de maniére plus efficace et durable que par la
coercition ou des incitations militaires ou économiques.

La médiation internationale fagonne également de maniere significative la réputation nationale d’un
pays a travers des motivations humanitaires, éthiques et normatives, ainsi que par la conceptualisation d’un «
bon pays » (Anholt, 2020). En particulier, la médiation motivée par des préoccupations morales, fondées sur
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la vertu ou humanitaires peut constituer un secteur ou un sous-secteur aidant les pays a atteindre la position
qu’ils visent en termes de soft power et d’image de marque nationale forte. Dans ce contexte, une médiation
réussie peut également contribuer a forger I’image d’un pays en tant qu’« artisan de la paix ». Il existe toutefois
des risques : un échec involontaire peut nuire considérablement a la crédibilité et a la réputation d’un pays
(Bohmelt, 2021).

Participer a une médiation peut également apporter des avantages sur la voie d’une posture politique
internationale vertueuse, centrée sur la paix commune et I’avenir du monde, notamment une influence accrue
et une bonne réputation. Comme 1’affirme Keohane, « une bonne réputation permet & un gouvernement de
conclure plus facilement des accords internationaux avantageux ; une atteinte a cette réputation rend la
conclusion d’accords plus difficile, ce qui entraine un cofit pour ce pays » (Keohane, 2005, p. 105). Selon
Faget, « la médiation est un moyen doux de maintenir une forme de domination mondiale, une manifestation
du soft power propre a une idéologie néolibérale qui prone la suprématie des réseaux transnationaux sur les
Etats-nations dans les questions de gouvernance mondiale » (Faget, 2011, p. 30). Grace & la médiation, un pays
peut accroitre son pouvoir de persuasion et sa réputation nationale en matiére de résolution pacifique des
conflits, tout en renforgant sa position au sein des organisations internationales et en faconnant les normes
internationales. Dans cette perspective, on peut observer des similitudes entre les méthodes, les approches et
les objectifs ultimes du soft power et de la médiation internationale. Les initiatives et les succés des pays et des
dirigeants qui aspirent a une reconnaissance, une légitimité, un leadership, un prestige et un statut accrus dans
le cadre des efforts de médiation, et qui sont motivés par ces aspirations, ont un impact direct et positif sur ce
domaine.

Quelle que soit I’issue de I’initiative de médiation, les pays et les dirigeants qui proposent de participer
a des processus de médiation, ou a qui cette participation est proposée par les parties, contribuent a la
production de soft power dans ce domaine. En d’autres termes, méme ’intention de jouer un réle de médiateur
pour I’avenir collectif et le bien-étre du monde peut, en soi, s’inscrire dans un cercle vertueux. Le « soft power
» centré sur les vertus contribue a son tour a la réputation, au statut, a la 1égitimité et a la crédibilité d’un pays,
a la définition de son agenda, a son leadership, etc. Il crée un effet multiplicateur en termes de gains (Chitty,
2016).

Si la médiation offre des avantages potentiels tels qu’une réputation, une influence et un soft power
accrus, elle comporte également des risques importants, notamment 1’échec, une perte de réputation, voire une
escalade du conflit. Un échec ou une inefficacité percue peut nuire au soft power et a la réputation nationale
d’un pays. Une médiation réussie, en démontrant compétence, légitimité et valeurs positives, peut
considérablement renforcer le soft power ; cependant, une incohérence avec les valeurs, un sens de la justice
affaibli, des déséquilibres d’intéréts ou un recours excessif au hard power au cours du processus peuvent
compromettre ces acquis. Cela souligne la nécessité pour les pays de veiller a ce que les gains potentiels en
matiere de soft power et de réputation issus des initiatives de médiation soient résilients et durables face a de
tels risques.

Ces derniéres années, des acteurs non occidentaux, en particulier les puissances régionales
émergentes, ont de plus en plus souvent endossé des roles de médiateurs et de facilitateurs dans les conflits
mondiaux. A D’inverse, les organisations internationales, telles que les Nations unies, et les médiateurs
occidentaux traditionnels, comme la Suéde, la Suisse et la Norvége, se sont montrés moins actifs dans les crises
mondiales et la résolution des conflits. La Chine, la Turquie, le Qatar et I’Arabie saoudite ont été impliqués
dans au moins 20 des 53 processus de paix menés en 2025. A mesure que la dynamique de la résolution des
conflits et de la médiation évolue, les puissances régionales et émergentes sont reconnues comme des acteurs
qui définissent les normes mondiales, des médiateurs internationaux tres sollicités et des « architectes de la
paix ». Contrairement aux puissances occidentales traditionnelles, ces nouveaux médiateurs mondiaux
poursuivent des stratégies davantage axées sur les résultats et gagnant-gagnant, tout en défendant leurs propres
intéréts en matiere de sécurité, de géopolitique et d’économie. Elles recourent également a divers canaux
stratégiques et diplomatiques dans les processus de médiation — tels que les organisations de la société civile,
I’aide humanitaire et économique, ainsi que ’assistance militaire — en tirant parti des mécanismes du soft
power.

En conclusion, cette étude souligne que la médiation, le soft power et la réputation peuvent entretenir
une forte relation symbiotique. Si la médiation sert avant tout d’outil de gestion et de résolution des conflits,
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elle offre simultanément aux Etats I’occasion de mettre en avant leurs valeurs, de renforcer leur légitimite,
d’obtenir une reconnaissance et d’améliorer leur réputation internationale. En conséquence, la médiation ne
devrait pas étre examinée uniquement sous 1’angle des intéréts stratégiques et matériels, mais également en
tant que source importante de « soft power » centré sur les vertus. Néanmoins, les études existantes dans ce
domaine ne parviennent pas suffisamment a présenter cette relation a travers un cadre analytique autonome.
On estime qu’aborder cette question dans un cadre indépendant permettrait une présentation plus holistique et
analytique de la contribution et des effets de la médiation sur la réputation nationale mondiale d’un pays et ses
capacités en maticre de « soft power ». Adoptant une approche de recherche conceptuelle, cette étude procéde
a une revue intégrative de la littérature ; les recoupements théoriques entre les concepts de « soft power centré
sur les vertus », de « bon pays », de « motivations normatives et fondées sur le statut de la médiation », de «
role national », de « soft power » et de « renforcement de la réputation » sont évalués a la lumiére des débats
dans la littérature, d’exemples illustratifs de pays et de déductions conceptuelles.

Mots-clés: Médiation, Soft power, Réputation, Médiation fondée sur le statut, Médiation fondée sur
la vertu

Resumen Estructurado:

El objetivo principal de este estudio es analizar como las motivaciones normativas y de busqueda de
prestigio que impulsan la mediacion afectan a la reputacion nacional y al poder blando del pais mediador.
Numerosos estudios de la bibliografia sostienen que la mediacion debe entenderse no solo como un mecanismo
de resolucion de conflictos, sino también como un instrumento de politica exterior capaz de generar poder
blando (Touval, 2003; Touval y Zartman, 1996). Sin embargo, los estudios actuales en este ambito no logran
presentar esta relacion dentro de un marco analitico diferenciado. Abordarla en un marco independiente
permitiria comprender de forma més amplia las contribuciones y los efectos de la mediacion sobre la reputacion
global y nacional de un pais, asi como sobre sus capacidades de poder blando. Por lo tanto, este estudio pretende
sintetizar, mediante metodologias de investigacion cualitativa y una revision bibliografica, la conexion entre
el poder blando centrado en la virtud, las motivaciones normativas para la mediacion y los conceptos de papel
nacional, estatus y reputacion. Basandose en estos métodos de investigacion, la revision bibliografica y
ejemplos contemporaneos, este estudio explora como las motivaciones normativas y basadas en el estatus
influyen en las practicas de mediacién y como estas motivaciones contribuyen a la construccion de las
identidades de rol nacional, la reputacion, el estatus y el poder blando en la politica internacional.

Si bien la funcién practica principal de la mediacion es resolver conflictos, también refleja valores
especificos, requiere habilidades especializadas y esta directamente vinculada a la complejidad de las
relaciones internacionales. En este contexto, la mediacion, que se ajusta a la naturaleza interdependiente,
colaborativa, moralmente responsable y basada en normas del poder blando, puede desempefiar un papel
significativo en la construccion de una imagen y una reputacion nacionales positivas que sean apreciadas y
bien acogidas por la opinion publica extranjera.

La politica exterior es una fuente primordial a través de la cual los Estados construyen su atractivo y
legitimidad en la politica internacional (Nye, 2017a). Los paises que defienden de forma coherente los valores
humanitarios, promueven la cooperacion internacional, contribuyen a la consolidacion de la paz y actian como
mediadores tienden a reforzar su poder blando. En este contexto, el presente estudio también pretende integrar
la idea de que un pais mediador puede aumentar su poder blando y reforzar su atractivo y legitimidad a los ojos
de los gobiernos y las sociedades, al demostrar asimismo un liderazgo basado en valores y un compromiso con
la paz y la estabilidad internacionales.

La mediacion puede verse condicionada por las motivaciones de un pais, tales como lograr la paz,
obtener poder, perseguir intereses, adquirir poder blando, prestigio y reputacion, asi como cumplir con
responsabilidades morales. Sin embargo, no existe consenso sobre qué estrategia es la mas utilizada o la mas
eficaz. La credibilidad y la eficacia de un mediador contribuyen a la posicion del pais en la comunidad
internacional y desempefian un papel crucial en la mejora de su poder blando. Se observa que una politica
activa, justa, de buena reputacion, igualitaria, inclusiva y solidaria en la resolucion de conflictos conduce a la
construccioén de una reputacion sostenible.

www.turkishstudies.net/economy



2404 Nur Ozkan Erbay

La mediacion también posee cualidades intrinsecas que se alinean estrechamente con los fundamentos
teoricos del poder blando. Participar en la mediacioén proporciona a los Estados una plataforma para demostrar
cualidades y aplicar politicas que puedan generar atractivo y reforzar la legitimidad percibida, contribuyendo
asi a sus reservas de poder blando. En este sentido, la mediacion destaca como un ambito especifico de la
politica exterior en el que puede ejercerse activamente la capacidad del poder blando para influir en otros a
través de la atraccion y la persuasion, en lugar de la coaccion o la fuerza.

Por otra parte, la eficacia de la mediacion como herramienta de poder blando depende en gran medida
del contexto, la estrategia, la imparcialidad percibida y, lo que es mas importante, la coherencia de las acciones
y los valores del Estado mediador. No basta con limitarse a participar en la mediacion; estos esfuerzos deben
ser creibles y no contradecir la politica exterior general del Estado.

Ademas, participar en la mediacion refleja la imagen de responsabilidad internacional de un pais. En
este contexto, todos los esfuerzos encaminados a la resolucion pacifica de conflictos se ajustan a las normas
internacionales. Actuar como parte interesada responsable y comprometida con la paz aumenta la legitimidad
percibida y la autoridad moral de la politica exterior del mediador. Esta creciente legitimidad es también un
resultado fundamental del poder blando. Demostrar compromiso con el derecho internacional y la paz, y tomar
iniciativas en favor de la paz mundial y regional, mejora la reputacion de un pais. Al invertir recursos y capital
politico para mediar en conflictos que amenazan la estabilidad regional o mundial, un pais se posiciona como
un ciudadano global dedicado y abnegado, comprometido con la paz y la seguridad. Cuando la politica exterior
de un pais se percibe como legitima, justa, cooperativa y alineada con valores y virtudes ampliamente
compartidos, se genera poder blando al hacer que esa nacion resulte atractiva y persuasiva a los ojos de otros
paises y sus pueblos. Este atractivo puede utilizarse entonces para alcanzar los objetivos de politica exterior de
forma mas eficaz y sostenible que mediante la coaccion o los incentivos militares o econdmicos.

La mediacion internacional también influye de manera significativa en la reputacion nacional de un
pais a través de motivaciones humanitarias, éticas y normativas, y mediante la conceptualizacion de un «buen
pais» (Anholt, 2020). En particular, la mediacién impulsada por preocupaciones morales, basadas en la virtud
o humanitarias puede servir como un sector o subsector que ayude a los paises a alcanzar la posicion deseada
en términos de poder blando y una sélida imagen de marca nacional. Una mediacion exitosa también puede
contribuir a crear una imagen del pais como «constructor de la paz» en este contexto. Sin embargo, existen
riesgos; un fracaso involuntario puede dafar significativamente la credibilidad y la reputaciéon de un pais
(Bohmelt, 2021).

Participar en la mediacion también puede reportar beneficios en el camino hacia una postura politica
internacional virtuosa centrada en la paz comtn y el futuro del mundo, incluyendo una mayor influencia y una
buena reputacion. Como afirma Keohane: «Una buena reputacion facilita que un gobierno celebre acuerdos
internacionales ventajosos; el deterioro de esa reputacion dificulta la consecucion de acuerdos, lo que supone
un coste para ese pais» (Keohane, 2005, p. 105). Segun Faget, «la mediacion es una forma blanda de mantener
una forma de dominio global, una manifestacion del poder blando propio de una ideologia neoliberal que aboga
por la supremacia de las redes transnacionales sobre los Estados-nacion en cuestiones de gobernanza global»
(Faget, 2011, p. 30). A través de la mediacion, un pais puede aumentar su poder de persuasion y su reputacion
nacional en la resolucion pacifica de conflictos, al tiempo que refuerza su posicion en las organizaciones
internacionales y contribuye a la configuracion de las normas internacionales. Desde esta perspectiva, se
pueden observar similitudes en los métodos, enfoques y objetivos finales del poder blando y la mediacion
internacional. Las iniciativas y los éxitos de los paises y lideres que aspiran a obtener —y estan motivados
por— un mayor reconocimiento, legitimidad, liderazgo, prestigio y estatus en los esfuerzos de mediacion tienen
un impacto directo y positivo en este ambito.

Independientemente del resultado de la iniciativa de mediacion, los paises y los lideres que se ofrecen
a participar en procesos de mediacion, o a quienes las partes les proponen participar, contribuyen a la
generacion de poder blando en este ambito. En otras palabras, incluso la intencion de mediar en pro del futuro
colectivo y el bienestar del mundo puede, en si misma, formar parte de un circulo virtuoso. El poder blando
centrado en las virtudes, a su vez, contribuye a la reputacion, el estatus, la legitimidad y la credibilidad deseados
por un pais, asi como a la definicion de la agenda, el liderazgo, etc. Genera un efecto multiplicador en los
beneficios (Chitty, 2016).
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Si bien la mediacion ofrece beneficios potenciales, como una mayor reputacion, influencia y poder
blando, también conlleva riesgos significativos, entre ellos el fracaso, la pérdida de reputacion o incluso la
escalada del conflicto. El fracaso o la percepcion de ineficacia pueden perjudicar el poder blando y la reputacion
nacional de un pais. Una mediacion exitosa, al demostrar competencia, legitimidad y valores positivos, puede
potenciar en gran medida el poder blando; sin embargo, la incoherencia con los valores, un sentido de la justicia
debilitado, los desequilibrios de intereses o el uso excesivo del poder duro durante el proceso pueden socavar
estos logros. Esto pone de relieve la necesidad de que los paises se aseguren de que las posibles ganancias en
poder blando y reputacion derivadas de las iniciativas de mediacion sean resilientes y sostenibles frente a dichos
riesgos.

En los ultimos afios, los actores no occidentales, especialmente las potencias regionales emergentes,
han asumido cada vez mas funciones de mediadores y facilitadores en los conflictos globales. Por el contrario,
las organizaciones internacionales, como las Naciones Unidas, y los mediadores occidentales tradicionales,
como Suecia, Suiza y Noruega, se han vuelto menos activos en las crisis globales y la resolucion de conflictos.
En al menos 20 de los 53 procesos de paz llevados a cabo en 2025, participaron China, Turquia, Catar y Arabia
Saudi. A medida que cambia la dindmica de la resolucion de conflictos y la mediacion, las potencias regionales
y emergentes estan siendo reconocidas como fijadoras de normas globales, mediadoras internacionales muy
solicitadas y «arquitectas de la paz». A diferencia de las potencias occidentales tradicionales, estos nuevos
mediadores globales persiguen estrategias mas orientadas a los resultados y beneficiosas para todas las partes,
al tiempo que velan por sus propios intereses de seguridad, geopoliticos y econdmicos. Asimismo, utilizan
diversos canales estratégicos y diplomaticos en los procesos de mediacion —como las organizaciones de la
sociedad civil, la ayuda humanitaria y econdémica, y la asistencia militar— aprovechando los mecanismos del
poder blando.

En conclusion, este estudio destaca que la mediacion, el poder blando y la reputacion pueden
compartir una fuerte relacion simbiotica. Si bien la mediacion funciona principalmente como una herramienta
para la gestion y resolucion de conflictos, al mismo tiempo brinda a los Estados oportunidades para demostrar
valores, forjar legitimidad, obtener reconocimiento y mejorar su reputacion internacional. En consecuencia, la
mediacion deberia examinarse no solo desde la perspectiva de los intereses estratégicos y materiales, sino
también como una importante fuente de poder blando centrado en las virtudes. No obstante, los estudios
existentes en este ambito son insuficientes a la hora de presentar esta relacion mediante un marco analitico
independiente. Se considera que abordarla con un marco independiente permitiria una presentacion mas
holistica y analitica de la contribucion y los efectos de la mediacion sobre la reputacion nacional global de un
pais y sus capacidades de poder blando. Mediante un enfoque de investigacion conceptual, este estudio lleva a
cabo una revision bibliografica integradora; se evaluan las intersecciones tedricas entre los conceptos de «poder
blando centrado en las virtudes», «pais modelo», «motivaciones normativas y basadas en el estatus de la
mediaciony, «papel nacional», «poder blando» y «construccion de la reputacion» a la luz de los debates en la
bibliografia, ejemplos ilustrativos de paises e inferencias conceptuales.

Palabras clave: Mediacion, poder blando, reputacion, mediacion basada en el estatus, mediacion
basada en la virtud.
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CrpykrypupoBanHoe Pe3iome:

OcHOBHas 1eJb JaHHOTO MCCIIEA0BAHUS 3aKII04aeTCs B aHAJIU3€ TOr0, KAK HOPMAaTUBHbBIE MOTUBBI U
CTpeMJIEHHE K MOBBIIMIEHUIO CTaTyca, JeXKallde B OCHOBE MOCPETHHYECKON MEsITEeIbHOCTH, BIHSIOT Ha
HALIMOHAJIBHYIO PEIYTAallui0 M «MSTKYI0 CHJY» CTpaHbI-IIOCpelHHKAa. Bo MHOrMX HaydHbIX padoTax
yTBEpKIaeTcs, YTO MOCPETHHUYECTBO CIEAYeT paccMaTpUBaTh HE TOJBKO KaK MEXaHW3M YpPEryJIMPOBaHUS
KOH(JIMKTOB, HO ¥ KaK HHCTPYMEHT BHEIIIHEW MMOJIMTHUKH, CIIOCOOHBII reHeprpoBaTh «MsTKyto cuity» (Touval,
2003; Touval & Zartman, 1996). OtHako COBpeMEHHBIE HCCIIEIOBaHMsI B ATOH 00JIACTH HE MPEACTABIISIOT 3Ty
B3aMMOCBSI3b B paMKaX YETKOM aHalIUTHUecKoil Mojenu. PaccMoTpeHHe HaHHOrO BONpOcCa B paMKax
CaMOCTOSTENIFHON KOHIENTYaIbHOW MOJIEIH ITO3BOJMIIO OBI OOJiee ITOHO MOHATH BKIJIAJ MOCPEIHUIECTBA H
€ro BIMSHHME HA IM00AJbHYI0 M HAMOHAIBHYIO PENyTAIMI0 CTPaHbI, a Takke Ha €€ MOTEHIHAT «MSTKOH
cuiby. [loaToMy naHHOE HCClleloBaHUE HANpaBleHO Ha 0000IIeHHe, C TOMOIIbI0 Ka4eCTBEHHBIX METOJI0B
HCCIIEZIOBaHMsT M 0030pa JIMTEPATYphl, CBSA3M MEXKIY «MSTKOH CHiIoi», OCHOBAaHHOW Ha JIOOpOJETelNsX,
HOPMAaTUBHBIMU MOTHBAaMHU MOCPEIHUYECTBA M KOHLEMIMSIMH HAallUOHAIBHOW pOJIH, CTaTyca U pelyTaluu.
Onupasicb Ha 3TH HCCIIEOBATEILCKUE METOMBI, 0030p JINTEpaTypsl U COBPEMEHHBIE MPUMEPHI, B JTAHHOM
WCCIIEIOBAaHUN M3ydaeTcsd, Kak HOPMaTHBHBIE M OCHOBaHHBIC Ha CTATyCE MOTHBAIIUH BIHUSAIOT HA NPAKTHKY
MOCPETHMYECTBA U KaK 3TH MOTHBAIIUH CITIOCOOCTBYIOT (HOPMUPOBAHHIO HICHTUYHOCTH HAIIMOHAIBHOM POIIH,
peryTanuy, cTaTyca u «MATKOH CHIIBD) B MEXIYHAPOIHON OJIUTHKE.
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XOTs OCHOBHasl NpakTWdeckas (QYHKIUS ITOCPETHUUIECTBA 3aKIIOYAeTCd B YPETYIMPOBAHUH
KOH(IMKTOB, OHO TAaKX€ OTPa’kacT ONpPEJCICHHBIC IIEHHOCTH, TPEOYeT CIeHaIbHBIX HABBIKOB U HANPAMYIO
CBSI3aHO CO CIIOXKHOCTBIO MEXIYyHapOJHBIX OTHOIIEHWH. B 3TOM KOHTEKCTE MOCPEAHHUYECTBO, KOTOPOE
COOTBETCTBYET B3aMMO3aBHCHMOMY, OCHOBAHHOMY Ha COTPYIOHHYECTBE, MOPAJIBHO OTBETCTBCHHOMY H
HOPMaTHBHOMY XapakTepy «MSTKOH CHJIBI», MOXKET CHII'PaTh 3HAUUTENBHYIO pOib B (HOPMUPOBAHUH
TMIOJIO’KUTEIBHOTO HALMOHAJIBHOTO UMHJDKA M PEIyTalli, KOTOPhIE LIEHATCSI M IPUBETCTBYIOTCS 3apyOesKHOM
O0IIECTBEHHOCTBHIO.

BHemHsAg nonuTHKa SBISETCS OCHOBHBIM HCTOYHUKOM, C IIOMOINBIO KOTOPOrO TrocyAapcTBa
YKPEIUISIOT CBOIO IPUBIIEKATEIILHOCTD M JISTHTUMHOCTh B MexayHapoaHoi nonutuke (Nye, 2017a). CtpaHsl,
KOTOpBIC TIOCIEIOBAaTEIbHO OTCTAaMBAIOT TYMaHWUTAPHBIC LEHHOCTH, COACHCTBYIOT MEXIyHApOIHOMY
COTPYIHHIECTBY, BHOCST BKJIaJ B MUPOCTPOUTENECTBO U BHICTYTIAIOT B KAUECTBE MIOCPETHUKOB, KaK MPABUIIO,
YKPEIUISIOT CBOIO «MSATKYIO CHIIy». B 3TOM KOHTEKCTE TaHHOE NCCIIEJOBAaHHE TAK)KE HAIPABIICHO HA TO, YTOOBI
y4eCcTh TOUKY 3PEHHS, COTJIACHO KOTOPOH CTPaHA-NOCPEAHUK MOXKET YBEJINYUTH CBOIO «MSTKYIO CHIY» H
YKPEIHTH CBOIO TPUBIIEKATEIFHOCTD M JISTHTUMHOCTS B TJIa3aX MIPABUTENBCTB U 00IIECTB, IEMOHCTPUPYS IIPH
3TOM JIMJEPCTBO, OCHOBAHHOE HA IIEHHOCTSIX, M IPUBEP>KEHHOCTh MEXIYHAPOAHOMY MHUPY M CTAOMIBHOCTH.

Ha mocpenHu4ecTBO MOTYT BIMSTH Pa3iMYHbIE MOTHBBI CTpPaHBI, TaKHE KaK IOCTH)KEHHE MUpa,
YKpEIUICHUE BJIACTH, OTCTAaMBAHUE WHTEPECOB, NMPHOOPETCHUE «MSTKOH CHIIBI», IPECTIKA U PENyTaluH, a
TaK)Ke BBIMOJIHEHHE MOpPAIbHBIX 00s3aTenbcTB. OJHAKO €IMHOTO MHEHHUSl O TOM, Kakas CTpaTerus
UCIIONIb3YETCsl Yallle BCEro WM sBisieTcss HanOosiee d((GeKTHBHOM, HeT. ABTOpUTET M 3(P(PEKTUBHOCTH
MOCPEIHUKA CIIOCOOCTBYIOT YKPEIUICHUIO TO3UIMH CTpaHbl B MEXIYHAapOJHOM COOOLIECTBE M HTPAIOT
peLIaoNyto POk B yCHIICHHHU €€ «MsrKol criibly. OTMeuaeTcs, 4To aKTUBHAsI, CIIPaBeUINBasi, aBTOPUTETHAS,
paBHONpaBHAs, HMHKIIO3UBHAS M OCHOBaHHAs Ha COBMECTHOM HCIIOJNB30BAaHHH PECYpPCOB IMOJHTHKA B
yPEryIMpOBaHUH KOH(IMKTOB BeACT K (POPMHUPOBAHHIO YCTOWYHBOM peITyTalny.

IMocpenHuuecTBO Takke 00JIAAaeT BHYTPEHHHMH KadeCTBAMH, KOTOPBIE TECHO COOTHOCATCS C
TEOPETHYECKHMU OCHOBAMH «MSATKOW CHIBD). YYacTHE B MOCPEIHHYECTBE IMPEJOCTABIAET rOCYIapCTBaM
wiaTdopMy JUIs IEMOHCTPANHU Ka4eCTB M IIPOBEACHUS IIOJIMTHKH, CIIOCOOHOH MOBBICUTB IPUBIICKATEIbHOCTD
¥ YKPETINTh BOCTIPUHUMAEMYIO JIETHTHMHOCTbD, TEM CAMBIM CIIOCOOCTBYSI HAPALIMBAHHIO HX PE3EPBOB «MSATKOH
CHJIBI». B 3TOM OTHOIIEHHM NMOCPEAHWYECTBO BBIAEISIETCS KaK HUIIEBas OONAacTh BHEUIHEH IMOJUTHKH, B
KOTOPOH MOJKHO aKTHBHO PEaJIM30BBIBATH CIIOCOOHOCTH «MSTKOM CHJIBD» BIHATH Ha APYTHUX HOCPEICTBOM
MPUTSDKEHUS U yOeKICHN, a He IPUHYKICHHUS WIH CHIIBL.

C npyroit cTopoHsbl, 3¢HEKTUBHOCTh OCPETHUYECTBA KAaK HHCTPYMEHTA «MATKOH CHJIBD» BO MHOTOM
3aBHCUT OT KOHTEKCTa, CTPAaTerHH, BOCHPHHHUMAEMOHW OECpHCTPACTHOCTH M, YTO Hamboiee Ba)XXHO, OT
COTJIaCOBAaHHOCTH JEHCTBUI M LIEHHOCTEN rocynapcrBa-nocpennuka. I[Ipoctoro yyactus B mocpeJHUYECTBE
HEIOCTATOYHO; 3TH YCHWIHA JOJDKHBI OBITh YOSTUTEIHFHBIME U HE TIPOTHBOPEYUTH O0IIeH BHETHEH OJTUTHKE
roCy1apcTBa.

Kpome Toro, yuactne B MOCPEAHMYECTBE OTPAXKAET UMHIDK CTPaHBI KaK CyObeKTa, OTBETCTBEHHO
OTHOCSIIIIETOCS] K MEXTyHapOJIHbIM 00s3aTesbCcTBaM. B 3TOM KOHTEKCTE BCe ycwiusi, HallpaBJIEHHbIE Ha
MHpHOE ypeTyJIMpOBaHNE KOH(IMKTOB, COOTBETCTBYIOT MEXKIyHApOJHBIM HOpMaM. BricTyruieHue B poiu
OTBETCTBEHHOT'O YYaCTHHKA, NMPHUBEPKEHHOTO ey MHUpA, MOBHIMACT BOCHPUHHUMAEMYIO JIETUTUMHOCTH U
MOpAJIBHBINf aBTOPUTET BHEIIHEH MOJHTHUKH MOCPEAHMKA. DTa pacTymias JETMTUMHOCTh TaKkKe SBISETCA
OJTHUM U3 OCHOBHBIX PE3yJbTaTOB «MSTKOH CHIIBD». JleMOHCTpaIusl MpUBEPKEHHOCTH MEXIyHapOIHOMY
IpaBy ¥ MHpPY, a TaKkKe BBIABIKCHHE WHUIMATHB B HHTEpEcax IJ00ATbHOTO M PETHOHAJIBHOIO MHUpa
YKPEIUIIOT PelyTalnio CTpaHbl. BKiaabBas pecypchl M TONWTHYECKHI KalWTal B IIOCPEIHWYECTBO B
KOH(IUKTaX, YTPOKAIONINX PErHOHAIBHON MK TII00aIbHON CTaOUIBPHOCTH, CTPaHa TO3UITHOHUPYET ce0s1 Kak
MPEeIaHHOTO M CaMOOTBEPKEHHOTO TII00AILHOTO TPaXkIaHWHA, TPUBEPKEHHOTO JeTy MHUpa 1 O0€3011acHOCTH.
Korna BHemHss monuTHKa CTpaHbl BOCHPHUHUMAETCS KaK JIETUTHMHAas, CIpaBEANHNBas, OCHOBAaHHAs Ha
COTPYJIHHYECTBE M COOTBETCTBYIOIIAs LIMPOKO Pa3AEIsIEMbIM IIEHHOCTSM M JIOOPOJETENIsIM, OHAa CO3/aeT
«MSATKYIO CHITY», fieJasi 9Ty HallMIO NPUBJICKATEIbHON M YOeJUTEeIbHOH B T71a3aX APYTHX CTPaH M UX HapOJIOB.
OTa NIPUBJIEKATEILHOCTD 3aTEM MOKET OBITh MCIIOJIb30BaHa JUIS JJOCTHKEHUSI 1IeJIe BHELIHEH ITOJIMTHKH OoJiee
3¢ HEKTHBHO U yCTOMYNBO, YEM C MTOMOIIBIO IPUHYKICHIS WIH BOCHHBIX ¢1 9KOHOMHYECKUX CTUMYJIOB.
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MexayHapoIHOE TIOCPEIHUYECTBO TAKKE B 3HAYMUTENBFHOU CTENCHH (POpPMHpPYET HAaMOHAIBHYIO
peIyTanrio CTpaHbl Yepe3 TyMaHUTapHbIC, STHYECKHE U HOPMAaTHBHBIC MOTHUBEIL, a TAKKE depe3 KOHIIETIIHIO
«xopormieii ctpasb (Anholt, 2020). B wacTHOCTH, TOCPETHUIECTBO, IBUKIMOE MOPAIEHBIMH, OCHOBaHHBIMHU
Ha MOOpOAETENN WM TYMaHHTApPHBIMH COOOPaKECHHSAMH, MOXKET CIYXHTh CEKTOPOM WM IOICEKTOPOM,
MOMOTAIOIIUM CTpaHaM JAOCTHYb JKEJAaeMOIO IOJIOKEHHSI ¢ TOYKHM 3PEHMS «MSATKOW CHIIBI» M CHIBHOIO
HallMOHAJILHOTO OpeHJMHra. B 5TOM KOHTEKCTE yCHEeUIHOE MOCPEAHUYECTBO TaKKe MOXKET CIIOCOOCTBOBATH
(dopmupoBanuio o0pasza cTpaHbl Kak «MUpPOTBOpLa». OJHAKO CYLIECTBYIOT M PHCKU: HEIpeIHaMepeHHbIN
MPOBAJI MOXKET 3HAYUTEIILHO TIOJIOPBATh JOBEPUC K CTpaHe U HaHecTH yiiepo e€ penyTtanuu (Bohmelt, 2021).

Y4acTe B HOCPEIHUICCTBE TAKIKE MOXKET MIPUHECTH BBITOJIBI HA TIYTH K JOOPOICTEIHHOMN MO3UIIMY B
MEKIyHAPOIHOH MONIUTHKE, OPUEHTUPOBAHHOMN Ha OOLIMI MUp U OyIyliee MUpa, BKIFOYAs yCUIICHHUE BIUSHUS
u ykperienue penyrtauuu. Kak ormeuaer KeoxeitH, «xoporias permyranusi o0ierdaer MpaBHTEIbCTBY
3aKJIFOUEHNE BBIFOJHBIX MEXYHAPOIHBIX COTJALICHUIT, yuiepd 3TOH penyTaluy 3aTpyaHsIeT IOCTHKCHUE
COTJIAIICHUH, YTO BIEYET 3a co00W M3IEp kKM A naHHO# crpaHsl» (Keohane, 2005, c. 105). ITo MHeHHIO
darera, «IMOCPETHUIESCTBO — 3TO MATKUN crocob mopajepikanus (HOpMbI rI0OANTBHOTO JOMUHHPOBAHUS,
MPOSIBJICHUE MSTKOW CHJIBI, IPUCYILEH HEOoNuOepanibHON HICONOTHH, KOTOpas OTCTAWBAET MPEBOCXOJICTBO
TpaHCHaHHOHaHLHbIX CeTeﬁ HaJa HaIlMOHAJIbHBIMH FOCyILapCTBaMI/I B BOHpOC&X FJ'IO6aJ'H)HOFO praBJ’ICHI/Iﬂ»
(Faget, 2011, c. 30). Bnarogapss mocpeIHUYECTBY CTpaHa MOXET YCHJIUTH CBOI YOCIUTCIBHYIO CHIY H
YKPEIHUTh HAIMOHAIBHYIO pElyTanuio B cepe MHUPHOIO YperyJupoBaHHs KOH(IMKTOB, OJZHOBPEMEHHO
YKpEIUIsisl CBOM TO3UIMU B MEXIYHAPOAHBIX OpraHu3alusx 1 (GopMUpPYs MEKAyHapoaHble HOpMBL. C 3TOM
TOYKH 3peH1/1>1 MOKXHO yBI/I}IeTL CXO0JACTBO B MCTOJAX, IOAXOJAaX M KOHCYHBIX LECIAX ((MHFKOﬁ CUJIBD) H
Mem;:[yHapo;[Horo HOCpeI[HI/I‘-IeCTBa. I/IHI/IIII/IaTI/IBI)I nu yCHeXI/I CTpaH nu J'II/IILepOB, CTpeMSIIlII/IXCH K 60.]166
[IUPOKOMY NPU3HAHUIO, JIETUTUMHOCTH, JTUIEPCTBY, MPECTHKY U CTATYCY B MOCPEIHUYCCKUX YCHUIHUSIX H
MOTHBHPOBAHHBIX ITUM, OKa3bIBAIOT MPSIMOE U MOJOKUTEIBHOE BIUSIHUE Ha ATy cdepy.

HeszaBucuMo OT pe3ysbTaTOB MOCPEIHMYECKOM WHHIMATHBBI CTPAaHBl M JIMAEPHI, KOTOpPBIC
MpeAIaraoT CBOE yJacTHe B OCPEAHMYECKHX IIPOIECCaxX WM KOTOPBIM TaKOE yJacTHE NPelaraloT CTOPOHBI,
CIOCOOCTBYIOT (POPMUPOBAHHUIO «MATKOH CHIBD B 3TOH cdepe. MHBIMH cloBamMH, Jake caMO HaMEpeHHE
BBICTYIATh IIOCPETHIKOM BO UMsI 00111€r0 Oy IyIIero 1 01aromoydus MUpa MOXKET caMo T0 ce0e CTaTh YacThio
61aroTBOpHOro IMKIa. «MsArkas cuia», OCHOBaHHAas Ha JOOPOJIETENH, B CBOIO OYepellb, CIOCOOCTBYET
YKPEIUICHHUIO IeNIEBOH peIyTalliy, CTaTyca, JISTUTUMHOCTH X aBTOPUTETA CTPaHbl, (POPMUPOBAHUIO TOBECTKU
JHS, TUAepCcTBY U T. 1. OHa co3aeT My IbTUILIMKAaTUBHBIN 3 dekT B mmane Beiron (Chitty, 2016).

X0T4 TOCPEAHUYECTBO MpeIaraeT MOTEHINAIbHBIE BBITOJbI, TAKHE KaK IOBBIIICHWE pEIyTalllu,
BIIMSIHUS U «MATKOH CHJIBDY), OHO TaKXKe COTPSDKEHO CO 3HAYUTEIBHBIMM PUCKAMH, BKJIIOUYas MPOBaJ, YTPaTy
peryTanuu Wwin Jaxke dckananuio KoHpmukra. IIpoBan mim BocrmprnHuMaeMas: He3(p(PEKTHBHOCTH MOTYT
HaHECTH yIIepO «MATKOH cuiie» CTpaHbl M €€ HAIMOHAJIBHOM peryTaluu. YCIENHOe MOCPEAHUYECTBO,
JIEMOHCTPHUPYSl KOMIICTEHTHOCTb, JITUHTUMHOCTh M TIO3UTHBHBIE LEHHOCTH, MOXET 3HAYUTENHHO YCHWINTD
«MATKYIO CHITy»; OJHAKO HECOOTBETCTBHE IEHHOCTSIM, OCIa0JICHHE YyBCTBa CIIPAaBEAIMBOCTH, AMCOAIaHC
MHTEPECOB WM 4Ype3MEpHOE HCIIOJIb30BAaHHE (OKECTKOM CHIBI» B XOJ€ Mpolecca MOTYT IOJIOPBATh 3TH
JOCTHXXEHUs. DTO MOJUEPKUBAET HEOOXOANMOCTD ISl CTPaH 00ECIIeUnTh, YTOOB! HOTEHI[HAIBHBIC BHITO/IBI B
TUTaHE «MSTKOI CHIIBDY M pPeryTalliy, NoJydaeMble OT MOCPETHUYECKIX HHUIMATUB, OBLTH YCTONYUBBIMU H
JIOJITOCPOYHBIMH B YCIIOBUAX TaKUX PHCKOB.

B nocnenHue roapl HezanagHble CyObEKThI, 0COOCHHO pacTylUe perHOHaJIbHBIC IePKaBbl, BCE Yallle
0epyT Ha ceOst poJIb MOCPETHUKOB U (PACHIIUTATOPOB B III00aIbHBIX KOH(IIMKTaX. HanpoTus, MexXIyHApOIHbIC
opranu3amyy, Takne kak Opranmsanus OO0beanHeHHBIX Hauumil, ¥ TpaguLMOHHBIE 3alajHbIe MOCPEIHUK,
takne kak IlIBemms, Ieerimapus m Hopserus, craqm MeHee aKTHBHBI B ypeTyJIMPOBAaHHH TJI00ATBHBIX
Kpu3nucoB u KoH(pumkToB. 1o kpaiiHeld mMepe B 20 u3 53 MUpHBIX mpomeccoB, npoBengHHbBIX B 2025 roay,
yuactBoBanu Kurait, Typuus, Katap u Caynosckas Apasus. [To Mepe n3MeHeHNs TUHAMUKH YPETYIUPOBAaHUSL
KOH(IMKTOB M TIOCPEIHMYECTBA PETHMOHAIBHBIE M PAa3BHBAIOIIMECS JIEpKaBbl IPU3HAIOTCS B KauyecTBE
rJI00aJIbHBIX HOPMOTBOPLIEB, BOCTPEOOBAHHBIX MEXIYHAPOAHBIX MTOCPEAHUKOB U «apXUTEKTOPOB MHUpa». B
OTIMYKE OT TPAAMIMOHHBIX 3alajJHBIX JEep)KaB 3TH HOBBIE INIOOAIbHBIE MOCPEIHUKH IPUACPKHBAIOTCS
CTpaTeruii, B OOJBIICH CTENEHW OPHUEHTHPOBAHHBIX HA PE3yNbTaT W OOECIICYMBAIONINX B3aWMOBBITOIHBIC
pemeHns, Hapsily ¢ OTCTaWBaHHEM COOCTBEHHBIX HMHTEPECOB B 00jacTH 0€30IaCHOCTH, TEOMOJIUTHKHA H
SKOHOMHKH. OHHM TaKXe HCIONB3YIOT B IIOCPEAHHYECKHX IIPOIeccaX pa3inYHbIe CTpaTeTHYecKue H
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AUIUIOMATUYECKHUE KaHaJIbl — TaKHE€ KaK OpraHu3alu TIpaXxIaaHCKOro O6H.IeCTBa, TyMaHUTapHass H
OKOHOMHYECKAA IMOMOIIb, a TAK)KE BOCHHAA NMMOAAEPIKKA — 3aHCﬁCTByﬂ MEXaHU3MBI «MSATKOHN CHIIBDY.

B 3aknroueHue B JaHHOM HMCCIIEAOBAHUU NOTYEPKUBAETCS, YTO IOCPEAHUYECTBO, «MATKas CUIa» U
permyTanus MOTYT HaXOIUTHhCS B TECHOW CHMOMOTHYECKOW B3aMMOCBS3U. XOTS IIOCPEAHUIECCTBO B TIEPBYIO
ouepelb CIIy>)KUT MHCTPYMCHTOM YIIPaBICHHUS KOH(QJIMKTaAMH U WX YPETyJIHUPOBAaHUSA, OHO OIHOBPEMCHHO
MPEAOCTABIISIET TOCYAApPCTBAM BO3MOKHOCTH POJEMOHCTPUPOBATH CBOU LIEHHOCTHU, YKPENUTD JIETUTUMHOCTb,
3aBOEBATh MPU3HAHUE U MOBLICUTH CBOIO MEXIYHAPOJHYIO penyTainio. COOTBETCTBEHHO, MOCPETHUYECTBO
cleAyeT paccMaTpuBaTh HE TOJBKO 4Y€pe3 MPU3MY CTPATETHMYECKHUX UM MaTE€pUaJbHBIX MHTEPECOB, HO M KaK
Ba)XKHBI HMCTOYHHK «MSTKOW CHJIBD), OCHOBAaHHOW Ha noOpoxerenu. Tem He MeEHee, CYIICCTBYIOIIHE
WCCIICIOBAaHUA B O3TOW OOJIACTH HENOCTATOYHO IIONHO PACKPBHIBAIOT OTY B3aUMOCBSA3b B paMKax
CaMOCTOSTENIFHON aHAMTHIEeCKOH KoHIennur. CAauTaeTcs, 9YT0 pacCMOTPEHHE AaHHOTO BOIPOCA B paMKax
CaMOCTOSITENTFHONH KOHIICTIIIUH T03BOJIUT OOJiee MENIOCTHO M aHAJIHTHYCCKU IMPEICTaBUTH BKIAA W BIUSHHC
MOCPETHMYECTBA Ha TIIOOATbHYIO HAIIMOHAJIBHYIO PEIyTalH0 CTPAaHBI M €€ IOTCHIHAN «MSTKOH CHIIBD).
Hcnonp3ys KOHIIENTYaIbHBIN MTOAX0]] K UCCIICIOBAHUIO, B JAHHOW paboTe MPOBOJUTCS HHTETPATUBHBINA 0030p
JUTEPATyPHI; TEOPETUICCKUE TIEPECCUCHUS MEKAY OHATHAMHA «MATKAs CHJIa, OCHOBaHHAs HA TOOPOAETEI,
«XOpolllasi CTpaHa», «HOPMATUBHbBIE, OCHOBAHHBIE HA CTAaTyCE MOTHBBI MMOCPEAHUUYECTBAY, «HALMOHAIbHAS
POJIbY, «MSATKas CHJIa» U «(OPMHPOBAHUE PEIyTAIlMI» OLCHUBAIOTCS B CBETE OOCYXKACHHUH B JHMTEpaType,
HarJsiAHbIX HpI/IMepOB CTpaH nu KOHHeHTyaJ'H)HLIX BBIBOIOB.

KiroueBrble ciioBa: NOCPEAHNYECCTBO, «MATKasA CHUjia», peunyTanusa, IoCpEAHNYECTBO, OCHOBAHHOC Ha
CTaTycCe, NOCPECAHNYCCTBO, OCHOBAHHOC HA )106p0,ueTeJm.

TR~ AR
T AT &1 Ui IR U fIRQur R § o Ml & fore AdSTee $iR wfamT-mifay
URUMY U AR G2 1 AP TAST 3R WG UIaR B HY THIAd Il & | F1fecd H H3 &9 Ig b
3 € o Aegiar & 7 o GIY-THIYM dF & 0 ¥, dfeh T U8 faew Hifd & Iy & = H off
T ST ART S Wite UTaR Id B H W& § (AT, 2003; TATS 3R FICH, 1996) |

gTdifer, $9 & T g 37109 39 ey & Uh ARy fazawonds e & HiaR AT
fatre T5d 81 Ue W o & R S I R Teaydl & AT iR fht 3% &t afyids oIk
IS UFIST qUT AT UTaR &S TR 3Hab UHTAT 1 AT0D SHe 1 AR el | SHTY, 98 Sfered
O SITHUT UG iaat 3R e Teen & A1 ¥, Wei[ul-hisd ATt UIaR, HeaRydl & it AFcs-
aﬂmﬁ%ﬁawnaﬁ,ﬁw@n@m,@%,awuﬁma%mwﬁ%aﬁaﬂﬁummﬁwmﬁmm
TG g |

3 =ity faferd, wfeey weiten, SR GHeTe SaTeRul TR SUTRd, T8 SHed 39 a1d &1 uSdrd
HRT ¢ b Arcs-3nuid iR fRufa-smemia IRUME Aeo=ydr & 31Ty &Y HY FHIfad Bl § 8k o
?%mfgwmﬁmmﬁw,m,@ﬁ@?ﬁ%w%ﬁﬁmﬁﬁw

|

BTl HEARITT BT UHS ATTRING B GOy & A &, I8 fIRI 7edl 31 Hf o=t 3,
39 foTg IRy I=d &1 Srawgepdl gil 6, 3R g WY SfRIPT it b1 Sieerar F Joi glell &1 36
T o, Hereydn, St ite greR & WRER R, wganhh, Afde ®u 3 RfieR 8k AMes-3netid Wy
F IIFU §, T IHRIAD P B IR Ufas1 s & Hgayqul Wit v ot 3, e fac=h
S GRT IRIET &1 STt § 3R TWNTd fhar Srar g1

fager ifay ue wrufies Hid ¢ forrss HTeas 9 Iy SIaRIPH eI & sttt iR dure 1 fafor
HA & (1%, 20179) |

HRA €, 3R TLRITT H §, T 3O Wie UTaR B Aolgd HRd & | 39 G T, 39 309 &1 I I8
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Yo ot fird AT B fob T Heny 3w, BRI 3R HTSH o1 ToR H 310 Giue UTaR &) a1 Jbdl
g 3R SO e SR Gl P Holgd HR Thdl 5, Y B Y-SR g IR SRIPHg ifd 8k
R & Ul ufdagar &1 +ff vexE oo |

TR o foddl 3= Y OROMST GRT SMBR 31 o Yahall 8, S o 2ifay 1 191 =, 2ifa
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EIRSE I

TR 3R, I UTaR & U ISR & FU H HARIAT P YHTARITTA BT §e ddb U H, UM,
HY e 3R, Ta9 He@yul U 9, Teawy IAod Bt HRaAgA! 3R Gl $1 FRaRdr R R Fet 81
el LY § Qe T Ui T8l §; 5 War o) faygitg g1 =nfeq 7R sy @1 gy fadwr =ifa
CIRCEE R RGNy
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BT, fha ST Bl UfAET B ST 8| &g a1 3 FRRAT & TR | STe ard Jos! § AERIdl B3 &
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o et 21 o fardwr A 1 v, Freder, e $fR oTue &0 Wil b 7T Hedh 31K it
& ST T ST 3, ) I8 I AP DI 37 A2 3R I AN bt 7ok A Sy 3R YHTERITE TR
e UraR el -l g1 39 HT ITANT a9 faewr i & Iexal & TeaRexl a1 I a1 e
e & garT H S THId SR fedras diids Ui & & T fasan S wavan B

RIS TR THdE, Afdd SR AFEs- TR IRumsit & AT 9, o "Th 3aT o
(Anholt, 2020) P SAYRUN & HILH J HI T <= B} AP TSI I AG@YUl U § SHTHR Gaft 5| A=y
w0 J, faews, Terur-sneria, ar aFdi fidre 3 9fvd T e T8 &8F a1 3U-89 & U § B &
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bl 8 (dIgHT, 2021)
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O 3 PHafie Hed ©, "Ueb 31! Uiyl fobell GRepR & forw emvara 3 RERISIRECER]
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3faurRunsit & g Ygifae il o1 geuie- g & g8 wrafsil, 32 P IS0l 3R JaTRes Fps
¥ 3Mdi | fpar ST g1

PIIS: TR, W UTaR, UiasT, RS- Smemfd Teaeidr, Igiur-snenid Aeaud

Yapilandirilmis Ozet:

Bu calismanin temel amaci, normatif ve statii arayisina yonelik motivasyonlarin, bir arabulucu iilkenin
ulusal itibar1 ve yumusak giicii ilizerindeki etkisini analiz etmektir. Alan yazinindaki bircok calisma,
arabuluculugun sadece gatisma ¢oziimlerinin bir araci olarak degil, ayn1 zamanda yumusak gii¢ iiretebilen bir
dis politika araci olarak da anlasilmasi gerektigini savunmaktadir (Touval, 2003; Touval & Zartman, 1996).
Bununla birlikte, alandaki mevcut ¢alismalar bu iligkiyi ayr1 bir analitik ¢ergeve iginde sunmakta yetersiz
kalmaktadir. Bunu bagimsiz bir ¢er¢eve iginde ele almak, arabuluculugun bir {ilkenin kiiresel ve ulusal itibari
ve yumusak gii¢ kapasiteleri iizerindeki katkilar1 ve etkilerinin daha genis bir sekilde anlasilmasini
saglayacaktir. Bu nedenle, bu ¢aligma, literatiir taramasi yoluyla, erdem merkezli yumusak gii¢, arabuluculuk
icin normatif motivasyonlar ve ulusal rol, statii ve itibar kavramlari arasindaki baglantiy1r sentezlemeyi
amaglamaktadir. Caligma, literatiir ve gilincel Orneklerden yararlanarak, normatif ve stati temelli
motivasyonlarin arabuluculuk uygulamalarini nasil etkiledigini ve bu motivasyonlarin uluslararasi politikada
ulusal rol kimliklerinin, itibarin, statiiniin ve yumusak giiclin insasina nasil katkida bulundugunu
incelemektedir.

Arabuluculugun temel pratik islevi catismayi ¢6zmek olsa da, arabuluculuk belirli degerleri
yansitmakta, 6zel yetenekler gerektirmekte ve uluslararasi iliskilerin karmagsikligiyla dogrudan baglantilidir.
Bu baglamda, yumusak giiciin karsilikli bagimly, isbirlik¢i, ahlaki olarak sorumlu ve norm temelli dogasiyla
uyumlu olan arabuluculuk, yabanci kamuoyu tarafindan begenilen ve memnuniyetle karsilanan olumlu bir iilke
imaj1 ve itibart olusturmada 6nemli bir rol oynayabilmektedir.

Dis politika, devletlerin uluslararasi siyasette c¢ekicilik ve mesruiyet yaratmasinin baglica
kaynaklarmndan birini olusturmaktadir (Nye, 2017a). Insani degerleri siirekli olarak destekleyen, uluslararasi is
birligini tesvik eden, baris insast ¢abalarina katkida bulunan ve arabuluculuk yapan ilkeler yumusak giic
kaynaklarini gii¢lendirme egilimindedir. Bu baglamda, bu c¢alisma bir arabulucu iilkenin ayni zamanda
degerlere dayali liderlik sergilemesi ve uluslararasi barig ve istikrara baglilik gostermesi halinde yumusak
giiclinii artirabilecegini ve bu tiir eylemlerle hiikiimetler ile toplumlar nezdindeki ¢ekiciligini ve mesruiyetini
giiclendirebilecegini goriislerini biraraya getirmektedir.

Arabuluculuk, bir iilkenin baris1 saglamak, giic kazanmak, ¢ikarlarini takip etmek, yumusak giig,
prestij ve itibar elde etmek ve ahlaki sorumluluklarini yerine getirmek gibi motivasyonlariyla
sekillenebilmektedir. Bununla birlikte, hangi stratejinin en yaygin kullanildigi veya en etkili oldugu konusunda
bir fikir birligi yoktur. Bir arabulucunun giivenilirligi ve etkinligi, iilkenin uluslararasi toplumdaki konumuna
katkida bulunmakta ve yumusak giiciinii artirmada 6nemli bir rol oynamaktadir. Catisma ¢6ziimiinde aktif,
adil, saygin, esitlik¢i, kapsayici ve paylasimci bir politikanin siirdiiriilebilir bir itibarin insasima yol actigi
gozlemlenmektedir.

Arabuluculuk, yumusak giiclin teorik temelleriyle yakindan oOrtiisen igsel niteliklere de sahiptir.
Arabuluculuga katilmak, devletlere cekicilik yaratabilecek ve algilanan mesruiyeti artirabilecek nitelikleri
sergileme ve politikalar izleme olanagi sunarak yumusak gii¢ rezervlerine katkida bulunmaktadirr. Bu agidan,
arabuluculuk, yumusak giiciin zorlama veya gilic yerine ¢ekicilik ve ikna yoluyla bagkalarini etkileme
yeteneginin aktif olarak kullanilabilecegi dis politikada nis bir alan olarak 6ne ¢ikmaktadir.

Ote yandan, arabuluculugun yumusak gii¢ araci olarak etkinligi biiyiik 6l¢iide baglama, benimsenen
stratejiye, algilanan tarafsizliga ve en Onemlisi, arabulucu devletin genel eylemlerinin ve degerlerinin
tutarliligina baglidir. (Nye, 2017a) Sadece arabuluculuga katilmak yeterli degildir; bu ¢abalar glivenilir olmali
ve devletin genel dis politikasiyla ¢elismemelidir.

Bununla birlikte, arabuluculuga katimak bir {tlkenin wuluslararast sorumluluk imajim1 da
yansitmaktadir. Bu baglamda, ¢atigmalarin baris¢il ¢oziimiine yonelik tiim cabalar uluslararast normlarla
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uyumludur. Bariga bagli sorumlu bir paydas olarak hareket etmek, arabulucunun dis politikasinin algilanan
mesruiyetini ve ahlaki otoritesini artirmaktadir. Bu artan mesruiyet ayn1 zamanda yumusak giiciin temel bir
sonucudur. Uluslararas1 hukuka ve barisa baglilik gostermek ve kiiresel ve bdlgesel baris igin girisimlerde
bulunmak, bir iilkenin itibarin1 artiran faktorlerdir. Bolgesel veya kiiresel istikrari tehdit eden catismalara
arabuluculuk etmek i¢in kaynak ve siyasi sermaye yatirarak, bir iilke kendini baris ve giivenlige bagli, 6zverili
ve fedakar bir kiiresel vatandas olarak konumlandirmaktadir. Bir {ilkenin dig politikast mesru, adil, igbirlik¢i
ve yaygin olarak paylasilan degerler ve erdemlerle uyumlu olarak algilandiginda da diger iilkelerin ve
halklarinin géziinde ¢ekici ve ikna edici hale getirerek yumusak gii¢ yaratmaktadir. Bu ¢ekicilik daha sonra,
zorlama veya askeri veya ekonomik tesviklerden daha etkili ve siirdiiriilebilir bir sekilde dis politika hedeflerine
ulasmak i¢in kullanilabilmektedir.

Arabuluculuk, insani, etik ve normatif motivasyonlar ve "lyi Ulke" kavraminin olusturulmasi yoluyla
bir iilkenin ulusal itibar1 {izerinde de énemli bir etkiye sahiptir (Anholt, 2020). Ozellikle ahlaki, erdem temelli
veya insani kaygilarla yonlendirilen arabuluculuk, iilkelerin yumusak gii¢ ve giiclii ulusal marka olugturma
acisindan hedefledikleri konuma ulagmalarni saglayabilecek potansiyel bir sektdr ve/veya alt sektordiir.
Basarilt bir arabuluculuk, bu baglamda bir iilkenin "baris kurucu" imajint yaratmak i¢in de kullanilabilir.
Bununla birlikte, potansiyel riskler de vardir; istenmeyen basarisizlik, bir iilkenin giivenilirligine ve itibarina
onemli Olgiide zarar verebilmektedir (Bohmelt, 2021).

Arabuluculuga katilmak, ortak baris ve diinyanin gelecegine odaklanan erdemli bir uluslararasi siyasi
durusa giden yolda kazanimlar saglayabilmektedir; bunlar arasinda artan etki ve iyi bir itibar da yer almaktadir.
Keohane'nin belirttigi gibi, iyi bir itibar, bir hiikiimetin avantajli uluslararasi anlagmalara girmesini
kolaylastimaktar; bu itibara zarar vermek ise anlagmalara ulagmay1 zorlastirmaktar ve bu da o iilke i¢in bir
maliyete yol agmaktadir (Keohane, 2005, s. 105). Faget'e gore de "Arabuluculuk, kiiresel bir egemenligin
stirdiiriilmesinin yumusak bir yoludur; kiiresel yonetisim konularinda ulus devletler yerine ulusétesi aglarin
iistiinliiglinii savunan neoliberal bir ideolojiye ait yumusak giiclin bir tezahiiriidiir" (Faget, 2011, s. 30). Bir
iilke, arabuluculuk yoluyla baris¢il catisma ¢odziimiinde ikna giicinii ve ulusal itibarini artirabilmekte,
uluslararasi kuruluslardaki konumunu giiglendirebilmekte ve uluslararasi normlari sekillendirebilmektedir. Bu
perspektiften bakildiginda, yumusak gii¢ ve uluslararast arabuluculugun yontemlerinde, yaklasimlarinda ve
nihai hedeflerinde benzerlikler goriilebilir. Arabuluculuk ¢abalarinda daha gii¢lii taninma, mesruiyet, liderlik,
prestij ve statiiye ulagsmay1 hedefleyen ve bundan motive olan {ilkelerin ve liderlerin girisimleri ve basarilari,
bu alant dogrudan ve olumlu y6nde etkilemektedir.

Arabuluculuk girisiminin sonucu ne olursa olsun, arabuluculuk siireglerine katilmayi teklif eden veya
taraflarca katilimlart teklif edilen ilkeler ve liderler, bu alanda yumusak giiciin iretilmesine katkida
bulunmaktadir. Bagka bir deyisle, diinyanin kolektif gelecegi ve refahi icin arabuluculuk niyeti bile kendi
bagina erdemli bir dongiiniin pargasi olabilmektedir. Erdem merkezli yamusak giig ise, bir {ilkenin hedefledigi
itibar, statli, mesruiyet ve giivenilirlik, giindem belirleme, liderlik vb. konularda katkida bulunmakta ve
kazanglarda carpan etkisi yaratmaktadir (Chitty, 2016).

Arabuluculuk, artan itibar, etki ve yumusak gii¢ gibi potansiyel faydalar sunarken, basarisizlik, itibar
kayb1 veya hatta catismanin tirmanmasi gibi onemli riskler de tasimaktadir. Basarisizlik veya algilanan
etkisizlik, bir iilkenin yumusak giiciine ve ulusal itibarina zarar verebilir. Basarili arabuluculuk, yetkinlik,
mesruiyet ve olumlu degerler sergileyerek yumusak giicii biiylik 6l¢iide artirabilir; ancak, degerlerle tutarsizlik,
zayiflamig adalet duygusu, ¢ikar dengesizlikleri veya siire¢ sirasinda asirt sert gii¢ kullanimi bu kazanimlar1
baltalayabilir. Bu durum, iilkelerin arabuluculuk girisimlerinden elde edilebilecek potansiyel yumusak gii¢ ve
itibar kazanimlarinin bu tiir riskler karsisinda dayanikli ve siirdiiriilebilir olmasini saglamalar1 gerektiginin
altin1 ¢gizmektedir.

Son yillarda, 6zellikle yiikselen bolgesel giicler olmak iizere Bat1 dig1 aktorler, kiiresel ¢atigmalarda
giderek daha fazla arabulucu ve kolaylastirict rolleri iistlenmistir. Buna karsilik, Birlesmis Milletler gibi
uluslararas1 orgiitler; Isveg, Isvigre ve Norveg gibi geleneksel Batili arabulucular kiiresel krizlerde ve catisma
¢ozlimlerinde daha az aktif hale gelmistir. 2025 yilinda yiiriitiilen 53 baris siirecinin en az 20'sinde Cin,
Tiirkiye, Katar, Suudi Arabistan’in yer aldig1 goriilmektedir. Catigma ¢oziimii ve arabuluculugun degisen
dinamikleriyle birlikte, bolgesel ve yiikselen giigler kiiresel norm belirleyiciler, aranan uluslararasi
arabulucular ve "Baris Mimarlar1" olarak taninmaktadir. Geleneksel Bati giiclerinin aksine, bu yeni kiiresel
arabulucular kendi giivenlik, jeopolitik ve ekonomik ¢ikarlariin yani sira daha sonug odakli, kazan-kazan
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stratejileri izlemektedirler. Ayrica, arabuluculuk siireclerinde sivil toplum 6rgiitleri, insani ve ekonomik yardim
ve askeri yardim gibi cesitli stratejik ve diplomatik kanallar1 kullanarak yumusak giic mekanizmalarindan
yararlanmaktadir.

Sonug olarak, bu ¢alisma arabuluculuk, yumusak gii¢ ve itibarin giiclii bir simbiyotik iligki i¢inde
olabilecegini vurgulamaktadir. Arabuluculuk dncelikle ¢atigma yonetimi ve ¢éziimii i¢in bir ara¢ olarak islev
goriirken, ayn1 zamanda devletlere degerleri sergileme, mesruiyet olusturma, taninma kazanma ve uluslararasi
itibarlarint artirma firsatlar1 da sunmaktadir. Buna gore, arabuluculuk yalnizca stratejik ve maddi ¢ikarlar
merceginden degil, ayn1 zamanda erdem merkezli yumusak giiciin dnemli bir kaynagi olarak da incelenmelidir.
Bununla birlikte, alandaki mevcut ¢aligmalar bu iliskiyi bagimsiz bir analitik ¢ergeve iizerinden sunmakta
yetersiz kalmaktadir. Bagimsiz bir ¢erceveyle ele alinmasi, arabuluculugun bir tilkenin kiiresel ulusal itibar1 ve
yumusgak gii¢c kapasiteleri iizerindeki katkisin1 ve etkilerini daha biitiinsel ve analitik bir sekilde sunabilir.
Kavramsal bir arastirma yaklasimi kullanan bu c¢alisma, biitlinlestirici bir literatiir taramasi
gerceklestirmektedir; "erdem merkezli yumusak gii¢", "iyi iilke", "normatif, statiiye dayali arabuluculuk
motivasyonlar1", "ulusal rol", "yumusak gii¢" ve "itibar olusturma" kavramlari arasindaki teorik kesisimler,
literatiirdeki tartismalar, ornek tilke vakalar1 ve kavramsal ¢ikarimlar 1s18inda degerlendirilmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arabuluculuk, Yumusak Giig, Itibar, Statii Merkezli Arabuluculuk, Erdem-
Merkezli Arabuluculuk
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Introduction

Today, the criteria and dynamics of effective mediation are changing, while the role of
international organizations and major powers in conflict resolution appears to be diminishing. Over
the past three decades, only a limited number of peace processes have resulted in sustainable conflict
resolution. Consequently, the credibility of traditional Western powers and their ability to provide
fair and inclusive solutions have increasingly been called into question. In contrast, middle powers
from different regions of the world have increasingly filled this gap and assumed more prominent
global roles. In an era where soft power and influence projection have become central components
of foreign policy strategy, analyzing the impact of normative and status-seeking motivations on
mediation, national reputation, and soft power has become both timely and necessary.

Foreign policy is one of the important sources of soft power (Nye, 2017a). When a country's
foreign policy is perceived as legitimate, fair, cooperative, and consistent with widely shared values
and virtues, it makes that country more attractive and persuasive in the eyes of other countries and
peoples. This attractiveness and the resulting soft power reduce the need to rely on military coercion,
economic pressure, or sanctions in pursuing foreign policy objectives. In this context, mediation, as
one of the tools of foreign policy, can offer countries the opportunity to increase their attractiveness,
reputation, and legitimacy in the eyes of both governments and societies by demonstrating
commitment to international peace and stability and exhibiting leadership based on normative values.
According to Keohane, a good reputation facilitates a government's entry into advantageous
international agreements; damage to this reputation, on the other hand, makes agreements more
difficult and incurs costs for the parties. (Keohane, 2005, p. 105)

Whether mediation initiatives guided by moral, humanitarian, and virtue-based concerns can
contribute to soft power generation and nation branding can also be understood through the concept
of the “Good Country” (Anholt, 2020). Successful mediation can also be used to create a
"peacemaker" image for a country in this context. According to Faget, “Mediation is a soft way of
maintaining a form of global dominance; it is a manifestation of soft power belonging to a neoliberal
ideology that advocates the supremacy of transnational networks over nation-states in global
governance” (Faget, 2011, p. 30). The intention to mediate for the collective future and well-being
of the world can, in itself, be part of a virtuous cycle. Virtue-centered soft power contributes to a
country's targeted reputation, status, legitimacy and credibility, agenda setting, leadership, etc.,
creating a multiplier effect in soft power gains (Chitty, 2016).

The goal of gaining status and reputation is seen as consistent with the motivations and aims
of mediation. Through mediation, a country can increase its persuasive power and national reputation
in peaceful conflict resolution, strengthen its position in international organizations, and shape
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international norms. However, mediation also entails potential risks; an unsuccessful or unintended
failure in the mediation process can significantly damage a country’s credibility and reputation.
(Bohmelt, 2021)

On the other hand, there are some limitations in measuring the soft power and reputation of
countries. In soft power production, special emphasis has been placed on tangible assets such as
culture, education and human capital, business and innovation, government and diplomacy. Although
these assets largely correspond to Nye’s categories of culture, political values, and foreign policy,
debates continue regarding the extent to which they adequately capture the defining dimensions of
soft power. These limitations are further compounded by the difficulty of measuring attractiveness
itself and by the challenges of establishing a causal relationship between attraction generated through
soft power and the foreign policy behaviour of target actors (Yapici, 2015). Measuring the impact of
a country's mediation processes on its soft power and national brand can only be done through
surveys and indices, based on relative parameters, through the perception, impact, image, and
visibility it creates. Despite these limitations, soft power can be measured in light of models and
parameters that will be exclusively developed, focusing on a country's performance in the field of
mediation, its contributions to political and humanitarian values, peaceful conflict resolution, and
international cooperation. The capacities that countries possess in these areas, as well as their efforts
and initiatives, can be further developed through more comprehensive research, scaling, and
modeling using the right methods, tools, and policy applications.

There are examples of how the initiatives and successes of countries and leaders who aim
for and are motivated by achieving stronger recognition, legitimacy, leadership, prestige, and status
in mediation efforts directly and positively influence this field. However, existing studies in the field
are insufficient in examining the relationship between soft power, normative and status-based
motivations, and mediation in a separate area. Addressing it within a more independent framework
will allow for a more holistic approach to presenting the contribution and effects of mediation on a
country's global and national reputation and soft power capacities.

This study, employing a conceptual research method, conducts an integrative literature
review; the theoretical intersections among the concepts of "virtue-centered soft power," "good
country,"” "normative, status-based motivations of mediation," "national role," "soft power," and
"reputation building" are evaluated in light of discussions in the literature, illustrative country
examples, and conceptual inferences.

Theoretical Intersections: Soft Power, Virtue-Centered Approach, and Mediation

The sources of soft power are categorized under three main headings: culture, political
values, and foreign policy. According to Snow and Cull, a country's possession of numerous media
communication channels and media networks, and the greater influence of these media on the global
news flow; the fact that the characteristics of that country's cultural and intellectual spheres become
the norm on a global scale, begin to attract attention, and that the country's reputation and credibility
are supported on a national and international scale, all increase its soft power (Snow & Cull, 2020,

p. 5).

A country's political values and foreign policy can only contribute to the production of soft
power when they are perceived as having legitimate and moral authority in the eyes of the public
both domestically and internationally (Nye, 2017a). Nye argues that in the global information age,
countries likely to gain soft power will be those that can solve global problems in a way acceptable
to all, possess multifaceted communication channels, have cultures and ideas that have become
global norms, are close to pluralism and autonomy, and increase their credibility through the values
and policies they advocate both locally and globally (Nye, 2017a, p. 57; Nye, 2017b). Conversely, it
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is observed that unilateral policies lacking international cooperation negatively affect a country's
attractiveness and legitimacy abroad. In this context, by emphasizing credibility, problem-solving
capabilities, and normative values, Nye actually reveals the conceptual link between soft power and
mediation.

Normative motivations in foreign policy, one of the three sources of soft power, have become
increasingly important in contemporary conflict resolution and peacebuilding processes. In this
context, countries are demonstrating their political and cultural influence, which outweighs their
military and economic weight, by including attractive objectives such as economic aid or mediation
in their definitions of national interest (Nye, 2017a, p. 30). Especially in the post-COVID-19
pandemic era, in international crises with no military solutions, such as climate change and infectious
diseases, international cooperation and diplomacy have become important tools in reflecting the
ability to influence others through attraction and persuasion (Nye, 2021). Considering this example,
countries that base their national interests on values, prioritize cooperation and solidarity, and have
inclusive and forward-thinking policies appear more attractive to other countries.

By applying and promoting the principles of peaceful resolution, dialogue, and compromise,
mediating countries actively contribute to shaping the normative realms of international relations.
This is consistent with constructivist theories of international relations, where countries can
institutionalize norms (Svensson, 2020). Advocating for peace and diplomacy can become a
significant source of soft power for mediating countries, enhancing their status and influence beyond
their material capabilities (Milton-Edwards, 2024). Thus, mediation ceases to be merely a reactive
tool for specific conflicts and becomes a normative strategy aimed at shaping the rules and values
governing international interactions. As exemplified by Norway's long-standing role in various peace
processes throughout history, sustained participation in mediation enables states to function as norm
entrepreneurs in international politics (Nissen, 2021).

Despite the declining role of major powers in conflict resolution and mediation since the
Cold War, medium-sized regional countries have been building capacity and filling the void. These
countries, which are proactive, willing, and enterprising in conflict resolution, are motivated not only
by national interests but also by soft power, status building, reputation, and moral motivations; and
these countries, possessing "Good Citizens and Leaders," are referred to as "Virtuous Powers" and
"Good Countries" acting for the collective good and peace of the world. (Anholt, 2020)

The moral dimension and “virtue-centered” approaches of countries’ foreign policies are
another important aspect of soft power. Countries that can reflect this theoretical perspective, which
links the concepts of soft power and “virtue,” in their foreign policy, their national role in
representing themselves internationally, and their identity, gain prestige and reputation. This virtue-
centered approach represents the power a country derives from its ethical behavior in terms of its
perceived attractiveness and persuasiveness both domestically and internationally. A country that is
seen by its citizens and the global community as virtuous, ethical, legitimate, and committed to
universal values can be seen to positively strengthen its soft power. Conversely, the absence of these
qualities can negatively reflect on soft power efforts. (Chitty, 2016, pp. 9-36) The civic virtues
possessed by countries form the basic ethical framework that enables international cooperation and
interaction, while these virtues, practiced by leaders, civil society figures, and citizens, provide a
foundation for guiding both cooperation and conflict. In this context, civic virtue is considered not
only a desirable local quality but also a crucial component that supports and enhances a nation's soft
power. This plays a significant role in a country's diplomatic effectiveness and its ability to achieve
foreign policy objectives through attraction and persuasion rather than force. Traditionally, countries
like Sweden, Norway, Finland, and Switzerland, as well as medium-sized powers that have become
global actors in mediation in recent years, have invested heavily in this area in their foreign policies
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and built a reputation in this field (Mariani, 2024). Medium-sized powers such as Tiirkiye, Brazil,
and South Africa have institutionalized mediation as a strategic foreign policy tool and built a status
and role in it (Mesquita, 2023). In addition to these examples, rising regional powers such as Pakistan
and Qatar have also been increasingly effective in mediation initiatives and have built capacity in
recent years (Naier, 2021; Mladenov, 2024).

On the other hand, when soft power does not only produce positive results, and when unity
of action and discourse is lacking, a state's policies, values, or cultural expressions may be ignored
or even perceived as unappealing in different contexts (Fan, 2008). In this context, "Negative Watch"
has been developed as a public diplomacy and place-marking theory that examines how the dynamics
of a country's governance and public representation can erode a country's political legitimacy and
credibility (Durrani, 2023). In this context, in mediation, it means that the mediating state's
perception of the target audience's actions as biased, self-serving, or ineffective in a particular context
can reduce its soft power.

Furthermore, the success of any action as a tool of soft power depends on how it resonates
with and is interpreted by the targeted international audience in today's communication ecosystem.
Negative soft power is, in many cases, a manifestation or consequence of hard power. If engaging in
international mediation is perceived by global audiences as merely a calculated branding effort aimed
at image enhancement, and not a genuine commitment to peace or diplomatic principles, these efforts
can fail. These perceptions can erode the legitimacy of the foreign policy action, thus causing soft
power to decline. Maintaining perceived authenticity in foreign policy actions, including mediation,
is crucial for these actions to contribute positively to both organic soft power and managed national
reputation. For example, it has been assumed that the humanitarian and financial aid provided to
Yemen has had a positive impact on the United Kingdom's soft power (Loft, 2025), while arms sales
to Saudi Arabia, a party to the war (Campaign Against Arms Trade, 2023), have led to debates about
the UK's neutrality and human rights (Amnesty International, 2022; Oxford Committee to Address
Famine [Oxfam], 2023). Political values can only be attractive to others if foreign policy objectives
are legitimate and possess moral authority (Nye, 2011). Therefore, although soft power is primarily
a descriptive rather than a normative concept, it can only be effective if it is perceived as legitimate
by target audiences and if the foreign policy through which it is projected possesses moral authority
(For scholarly studies on the concepts of mediation and soft power, see. Arbath ve Kurar (2015),
Akzeybek (2015), Aydemir (2018), Akilli (2018), Sancak (2019), Tamgelik (2013), Altun (2014),
Cerit (2014), Tagdemir (2014), Uluerler (2014), Tamgelik (2014), Koger (2015), Cabuk (2015), ikiz
ve digerleri (2018), Cakir ve Kesme (2018), Karaduman ve Cetin (2023), Yilmaz ve Pacolari (2019),
Gizel (2022), Genger Celik (2020)..

Mediation as a Foreign Policy Tool and the Motivations of the Mediator

While motivations for mediation can be shaped by different aims and motivations such as
peacemaking, gaining power, defense and interests, soft power, prestige, reputation, and moral
responsibilities, there is no consensus on which strategy is most frequently used and which is most
effective (Wallensteen & Svensson, 2014). The main goal in conflict resolution and mediation is to
ensure regional and international peace; however, countries may undertake mediation initiatives in
line with their own material interests and goals. Mediation can occur not only to protect, defend, and
enhance a country's interests in foreign policy, but also from the competition and struggle of one
country to gain power and influence over another country, region, or conflict zone (Touval &
Zartman, 1996). A mediating country may wish to gain prestige and reputation not only from the
other parties to the conflict but also from the entire international public opinion as a result of
successful mediation (Bercovitch, 1996). States may sometimes have all of these motivations
individually or several of them simultaneously (Touval, 2003, p. 92). On the other hand, assuming
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this role in any case benefits the mediator in terms of having a strong status in the process and
protecting and enhancing their interests (Mitchell, 1988, pp. 29-51).

The goals of a mediator can range from the narrowest objectives, such as reaching an
agreement on a third party issue in a conflict, to the complete resolution of all disputed issues. A
ceasefire can be seen as another way mediation can help successfully manage a conflict (Diehl &
Greig, 2013, p. 11). A third party can mediate an agreement on a prisoner exchange between two
warring states. The prisoner exchange between Ukraine and Russia during the war, mediated by
Tiirkiye, is an example of this. While processes like prisoner exchanges and temporary ceasefires do
not ultimately end the current conflict, they give the parties time to reconsider their options and allow
them to pursue more peaceful ways to resolve their disagreements.

A closer look at the literature on mediation, foreign policy, and soft power reveals an increase
in studies in this area in recent years, driven by the growing presence of medium-sized powers such
as Tiirkiye, Qatar, and Pakistan (Khatib, 2013). Among these studies, those arguing that mediation
serves as a tool for achieving foreign policy objectives and that transformations in these objectives
and tools should be examined, approach mediation not merely as a subject within the context of
international politics, but as an integral part of foreign policy itself (Touval, 2003). Considering
mediation as a part of foreign policy allows for its integration into a broader strategic action
framework (Touval, 2003, p. 93).

On the other hand, international mediation as a political process emerges from the voluntary
initiative of the mediator, the acceptance of mediation by the conflicting parties in line with their
expectations, and the potential for the mediator to change the dynamics of the conflict by using their
influence (Diehl & Greig, 2013, p. 2). The fact that it includes elements such as the mediator helping
the parties find solutions they cannot find on their own demonstrates that mediation is essentially a
primary diplomatic tool aimed at resolving differences without resorting to physical force or legal
authority (Vukovi¢, 2014, pp. 61-80).

Furthermore, mediation requires sacrifice, patience, and resilience on the part of the
mediator. Envisioning a peaceful future and helping those in conflict escape their intractable conflicts
requires moral imagination, sacrifice, and commitment (Lederach, 2010). The non-judgmental nature
of mediation, based on the principle of protecting the autonomy, sovereignty, and independence of
the countries involved in the conflict, also strengthens the criteria of justice and legitimacy. It offers
the conflicting parties hope for a better outcome by leaving the final decision-making authority to
them (Bercovitch, 2011). These characteristics make mediation attractive to parties in a stubborn
conflict.

The willingness of a third party to mediate in conflict resolution is intertwined with other
reasons defined within the context of power politics. To understand these reasons, the rational actor
approach, which uses cost-benefit analysis, is the most explanatory. According to this approach,
mediators are players who are, to some extent, concerned with the course of relationships
surrounding the conflict and its outcomes. Given the significant political, moral, and material
investment required for mediation, and the risks mediators expose themselves to, the motives and
motivations behind mediation should be sought in both interests and impulses. Mediation motivations
are generally divided into six basic categories: material-interest-oriented, influence-oriented,
geopolitical-security-oriented, moral-normative, and status and reputation-oriented (Mitchell, 1988,
p- 29). Zartman and Touval also categorize the motivations of a mediating country as: interest-based,
aiming to expand influence and humanitarian purposes, and aiming to gain status and
reputation/prestige. (Zartman & Touval, 1985, pp. 27-45) This article examines the moral-normative,
soft power-influence, and status-reputation-focused motivations of mediation.
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Soft Power and Influence-Based Motivations

Soft power, defined as winning hearts and minds without coercion, relies on persuasion as
one of its most important capabilities. It is enhanced when a successful mediator builds trust with
conflicting parties, uses persuasion, and gains recognition and prestige as a legitimate and leading
country in the international arena, all achieved without force. In this respect, mediation confers
prestige on the mediating country as a peace-promoting actor, thereby enhancing its soft power.

A mediating country or leader may wish to cultivate perceptions of themselves as a "global
problem-solving actor, leader, and country” in the international arena, and consequently, aim for
influence, impact, and soft power among target publics. While Touval states that mediation, which
he sees as a foreign policy tool, is carried out with the aim of achieving material interests such as
security and stability in the eyes of major countries, Bercovitch argues that a mediating state may
also see it as a way to expand and increase its own influence by becoming indispensable to the parties
in the conflict or by gaining the gratitude and goodwill of one or both parties. (Bercovitch, 2011, p.
140) A country's international reputation is generally defined as "the collective judgments of a
foreign country's image." (Wang, 2006, p. 92) Therefore, how a country is perceived by other
countries has a significant impact on its diplomatic relations with other nations. This difference can
directly determine a mediating country's ability to influence international politics. Mediators are not
merely neutral facilitators, but active and enterprising players who use their own resources and
influence in this area, often aligning it with their own foreign policy objectives and attempting to
shape outcomes (Vukovic¢, 2014). Therefore, when analyzing the impact of mediation on soft power,
it is necessary to consider its nature as a foreign policy tool (Touval, 1992, pp. 232-248). Mediators
can adopt various roles and approaches (Bercovitch, 1997, p. 125). This situation parallels, both in
the context of soft power and national image, the role identities that states choose for themselves
internationally through their foreign policies, and their desires and preferences for status building
based on these identities.

In the context of mediation's motivation to broaden and increase its impact, a mediating
country may hope to gain the gratitude of one or both parties in a conflict; this could be done either
by helping them to exit the conflict or by supporting one party in obtaining better terms than would
otherwise be achievable. The mediator cannot give all its power to one side; however, it can increase
its influence by making its participation in negotiations between the two parties mandatory and by
making each party dependent on the mediator when it seeks something from the other.

Mediators can also increase their influence by acting as guarantors of any agreement reached.
An example of this is Tiirkiye, one of the two mediators in the UN-brokered Grain Agreement
between Ukraine and Russia, which also acted as a guarantor of the agreement. Mediators like
Tiirkiye can create conditions that increase the likelihood of stability, eliminate opportunities for
interference from rivals, gain the gratitude of one or both parties, or allow them to continue having a
say in relations between two rivals.

If motivations such as increasing political influence and legitimacy over the parties, and
gaining influence with conflicting parties and actors are successful, it is believed that the image of a
"leading country in mediation" in the field of international mediation, the legitimacy of foreign policy
at the national level, and the strengthening of diplomatic influence and soft power capacities will be
achieved. Rather than material gains, shaping perceptions, gaining prestige, and increasing political
influence form the basis of these motivations (Mitchell, 1988). Zartman and Touval also emphasize
the motivations of the mediator to expand their influence and gain prestige (Zartman & Touval,
1985).
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Countries such as Norway, Finland, and Sweden have come to the forefront in conflict
resolution and mediation, especially in the post-Cold War era, with these motivations. In recent years,
countries such as Tiirkiye, Pakistan, South Africa, and Qatar have taken their place; and it is seen
that influence, soft power gain, and prestige motivations play an important role in mediation
initiatives. Qatar's mediation efforts in securing a ceasefire in Gaza and in the Hamas-Israel talks,
Pakistan's mediation in the US-Iran conflict, and Tiirkiye's numerous meetings between Russia and
Ukraine are striking examples of how regional and medium-sized powers can exert global influence.

Table 1. Bercovitch- Mitchell Motivations of Mediation'

Christopher Mitchell Jacob Bercovitch

Reasons and Motivations for Third-Party | The Conditions of Successful

Main Focus . .
Mediation Mediation

Instrumental-Interest-Oriented, Influence,
Motivation Relationships, Alliance Preservation, Soft | The mediator's interests, strategic
Framework Power, Normative, Moral and concerns, and needs.

Humanitarian Based

Neutrality is not required;
mediators can be biased and may
only be successful when they
have influence

Motivations profoundly shape neutrality;
Neutrality neutrality is often compromised by
complex motivations

States, International Organizations, Civil | It is primarily state-centric; it

Actor Types . S . . . ;
yp Society Organizations, and Individuals focuses on international crises
. ) Success depends on the
. Motivations shape the mediator's style L . .
Implementations e . . . mediator's behavior, not why it is
(facilitative, manipulative, formulative) . .
involved in the process
. . . A more empirical and power
Approach More normative and interpretive P pow

politics approach

Morality and Values-Oriented Normative Motivations and Acquired Legitimacy

Beyond the motivations of a mediator actor based on material interests and soft power, it is
observed that they prioritize humanitarian and moral values in a normative sense, acting on normative
motives such as establishing and maintaining peace and harmony in the international arena, and
protecting and sustaining democratic and universal principles. (Bercovitch, 2011, pp. 15-33:35-92)

1. Bercovitch, J. (Ed.). (1992). Mediation in international relations: Multiple approaches to conflict management. St.
Martin’s Press.; Bercovitch, J., & Gartner, S. S. (Eds.). (2009). International conflict mediation: New approaches and
findings. Routledge.s.; Bercovitch, J., & Lee, S.-M. (2003). Mediating international conflicts: Examining the effectiveness
of directive strategies. International Journal of Peace Studies, 8(1), 1-17.; Mitchell, C. (1988), "The Motives for
Mediation" in C. Mitchell and K. Webb (eds.), New Approaches to International Mediation, New York, Greenwood Press,
29-51; Mitchell, C. R. (1988). The motives for mediation. International Negotiation, 3(1), 1-21.
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At the end of successful mediation, the mediating country can become a strong moral authority.
Contributing concretely to ending violence, alleviating suffering, and establishing peace agreements
gives the mediator a significant moral standing. (Zhomartkyzy, 2023) Mediators with this motivation
see intervening in conflicts as a humanitarian and moral responsibility. (Diehl&Greig, 2013, p. 79)
Third-party mediators prioritize humanitarian diplomacy in conflicts, viewing it as a moral
obligation, aiming to halt the humanitarian crises and especially civilian casualties caused by war,
and to prevent conflicts from escalating. These countries, prioritizing democratic values, reflect a
commitment to non-violent conflict resolution, compromise, dialogue, and adherence to international
norms when acting as mediators. (Bohmelt, 2021, p. 455)

In addition to generating general appeal, the normative motivations of mediation particularly
strengthen a country's perceived legitimacy and moral authority within the international system.
Creating opportunity within conflict possesses moral, critical, and discursive power, consistent with
Zartman's observation that 'moral authority' can be a significant source of strength in mediation.
Thus, the mediation process contributes to legitimacy, and a mediating country chooses a consensual,
non-coercive method instead of unilateral action or force (Nagel & Clayton, 2017, p. 3). The
mediating country demonstrates respect for the autonomy of the conflicting parties and adherence to
international norms that support the peaceful resolution of disputes (Londofio, 2003). This procedural
legitimacy contrasts with the negative perceptions associated with coercive interventions, positioning
the mediator as a responsible international actor. In this sense, all efforts towards the peaceful
resolution of conflicts are also consistent with international norms. (Londofio, 2003) Acting as a
responsible stakeholder committed to peace enhances the perceived legitimacy and moral authority
of a mediator's foreign policy. Demonstrating commitment to international law and peace, and taking
initiative in securing and establishing global and regional peace, is a factor that enhances a country's
reputation. Examples include the international organizations, peace talks, and mediation summits
hosted by Tiirkiye and Qatar in recent years. These initiatives have played a role in the increased
performance of Tiirkiye and Qatar in soft power indices in recent years. (International Investment,
2025)

On the other hand, it is not always possible to transform mediation into enhanced legitimacy.
While mediation may be consistent with normative motivations, geopolitical or economic
motivations and interests are often prioritized due to concerns about regional stability (Bercovitch,
2004). If these interests are perceived as the primary driving force by the conflicting parties or
influential observers, the legitimacy of the mediator may be weakened. In this case, a mediator may
face challenges to their legitimacy if they are seen as rewarding violence, lacking inclusiveness, or
being manipulated by external actors (Arnold, 2014). An example of this is the difficulties Norway
faced during its mediation between Sri Lanka and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil [lam (LTTE) (2000-
2009).

The failure of the process led to assessments that Norway, as both the mediator and the leader
of the ceasefire observation mechanism, failed to maintain neutrality, the negotiations collapsed, and
the process ended in failure. (Nissen, 2021) Therefore, states participating in mediation must proceed
with a delicate balance. While national interests are expected to be considered, it is crucial that the
mediation process is perceived as fair and transparent, that the commitment to achieving a viable
peace is genuine, and that its legitimacy is sustained. Countries face less resistance when they
legitimize their power in the eyes of others. If a mediating country adheres to rules that encourage it
to direct or restrict the activities of other countries as it sees fit, it will not need a carrot-and-stick
strategy that would incur costs for itself. (Nye, 2017a, pp. 30-31) In any case, mediation can generate
soft power and prestige for a country, as long as it provides moral authority and legitimacy.
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The Transformation of Skill and Competence into Impact in Mediation

International mediation is a challenging diplomatic practice requiring significant skill and
competence. Successfully navigating difficult conflicts and complex processes demonstrates a state's
diplomatic ability and capabilities, requiring expertise and competence in negotiation,
communication, strategic thinking, and intercultural understanding. (Zhormartkyzy, 2023)
Consistent and skillful diplomatic practices can indirectly contribute to a country's cultural influence
in the international arena. An image and recognition of competent, fair, and effective diplomacy in
mediation can become part of a nation's perceived identity or 'way of doing things'.

The image of diplomatic skill and constructive international engagement can be attractive in
itself, enhancing the overall cultural appeal of that country and nation as a capable and respected
global actor. (Zhomartzkyzy, 2023, p. 74)

Furthermore, gaining recognition as a skilled and effective mediator can provide the
mediating country with greater access and influence in international forums. Tiirkiye's mediation
efforts, particularly in the Russia-Ukraine war, have yielded numerous diplomatic gains; Tiirkiye
was invited to act as a guarantor in the Gaza ceasefire agreement, had the opportunity to host
prestigious international and diplomatic events such as the NATO Leaders Summit and COP-31, and
achieved gains in terms of its role and reputation in mediation and conflict resolution internationally.

Being seen as a reliable and capable problem-solver increases a country's diplomatic
influence and its ability to shape agendas and outcomes in multilateral settings. By successfully
handling complex conflicts that others cannot or do not want to resolve, a mediating state can position
itself as an indispensable actor in regional or global issues, further strengthening its influence and
importance.

Trust and the Perception of Justice in Mediation

As in international relations, credibility is the most important principle in mediation
processes. Being a credible mediator forms the basis of effective diplomacy and reputation.
Successful mediation primarily requires building mutual trust with the conflicting parties
(Wallenstein & Svensson, 2014). By facilitating dialogue between the parties, handling sensitive
information, and assisting the parties in reaching and implementing agreements, a mediator gains a
reputation for the state's reliability, integrity, and commitment to its obligations. A mediator must
gain the trust of the conflicting parties to be acceptable and effective (Heemsbergen & Siniver, 2011).
This trust radiates outwards. In the eyes of the wider international community observing the events,
the mediator's credibility and legitimacy also increase. In this sense, trust is at the heart of the
legitimacy of both the process and the outcome in mediation.

The trust-building mechanism of mediation involves demonstrating these positive qualities
through action. When mediation is consistent, transparent, and applicable in accordance with
universally valued principles such as peace, justice, and commitment, the mediator strengthens
positive perceptions by establishing a powerful interaction, which in turn fosters trust in them.
(British Council, 2022) Successful mediation, by making these qualities strongly visible, becomes a
potentially effective tool for enhancing international trust and credibility.

While fulfilling the commitments made throughout the mediation process, the mediator also
advocates for justice. A fair mediator is considered to facilitate an acceptable outcome for the parties
involved. In this context, the intervention of regional actors is generally seen as more legitimate and
just than the intervention of distant powers (Butcher, 2019, pp. 41-46). Particularly in the non-
Western world and among actors in the Global South, these countries are considered more
trustworthy compared to actors with Western and colonial pasts. Criteria such as respect for the
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sovereignty of conflicting countries, distancing oneself from military interventions, promoting
alternative diplomatic models, and fair process management have been shown to strengthen the
foundation of trust in mediation efforts (Mariani, 2024).

In addition to trust and justice, other characteristics traditionally cited as associated with
successful mediation include the mediator's knowledge of the conflict, the originality of their ideas,
their ability to understand the positions of the opposing sides, active listening, a sense of timing,
communication skills, and crisis management (Bercovitch & Houston, 2000, p. 25). The trust-
building mechanism of mediation involves demonstrating these positive qualities through action.
When mediation is consistent, transparent, and applicable, aligned with universally valued principles
such as peace, justice, and commitment, the mediating country strengthens positive perceptions and
fosters trust through strong interaction (British Council, 2022).

Mediator Nation: Building National Role, Status, and Reputation

LR INA3

The concepts of “role,” “status,” and “reputation” have also helped explain countries’
motivations for mediation in changing international conditions. Le Preste states that a country’s
definition of its role shapes its image in the world, and this role influences the options before it. (Le
Preste, 1997, pp. 3-14) According to Buzan, whether a superpower, great power, or regional power,
countries define their claims and roles in relation to each other. (Buzan, 2004, p. 19)

The concept of “National Role” refers to the sum of a country’s foreign policy identities, the
position, purpose, role, and perceptions that its decision-makers define for themselves in the
international system. Essentially, it is concerned with how a country’s leaders and governments see
their role in the world and the types of actions and commitments expected of them. These concepts
provide a framework for understanding a nation’s foreign policy choices and its interactions with
other actors on the global stage. (Holsti, 1970, p. 294) Accordingly, decision-makers' perceptions are
based on the beliefs and understandings of those responsible for shaping a country's foreign policy.
General decisions, rules, and commitments encompass the broad types of action a state deems
appropriate for itself in the international arena. A nation has long-term functions that include
perceived, ongoing responsibilities and contributions it must make within the global system or
regional subsystems. Understanding a country's concept of roles in the international arena can offer
insights into its foreign policy motivations, preferred forms of interaction with other states, and
general approach to international relations. Holsti defined national role types in four main categories,
including the "mediator-bridge builder" national role. (Holsti, 1970)

Revolutionary Fortress: A state that sees itself as a supporter of ideological change,
Regional Leader: A state that assumes a dominant role within its geographical area,

Bridge Builder: A state that aims to connect and mediate between different blocs or
ideologies,

Independent: A state that prioritizes its autonomy and avoids close alignment with major
powers.

According to this categorization, countries and/or their ruling elites may choose to "assume
roles such as 'leader' or 'reliable ally' to make their identity-affirming behaviors meaningful in
international politics." (McCourt, 2011) In this sense, it can be considered that a state actually has a
fundamental "role orientation," which is an abbreviation of its identity claim. These orientations are
also defined as "specific national role understandings.”" (Gaskarth, 2014, pp. 42-65)

Particularly during historical periods such as the First and Second World Wars,
decolonization, and the end of the Cold War, countries have been seen to leave behind their old
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national identities and colonial and/or colonial pasts, seeking representation, recognition, and
legitimacy through a new national identity (Peterson, 2006, p. 733). This situation can be among the
cultural and diplomatic reasons behind a country's reputation management and nation-branding
motivations (Browning, 2023).

The diplomatic motivations behind a country's role as a mediator are closely consistent with
these soft power motivations (Clerc & Glover, 2015, pp. 13-17). Looking at the logic of countries'
diplomatic roles, states that seek to position themselves as "mediators," "peacebuilders,"
"facilitators," and "peace envoys" in the international arena, aiming to gain legitimacy, status, and
geopolitical benefits from this, stand out (Dal, 2020, pp. 1-15). On the other hand, even North Korea,
which is not seen or recognized as a legitimate actor in the international system, is seen trying to
come to the forefront with the identity it has assigned itself as a "defender against American
imperialism" in order to create a different role in world politics (Cho, 2017). Russia, after the collapse
of the USSR, used diplomatic motivations to maintain its desired great power status, presented itself
as a state open to investment and compatible with a free market economy in order to gain a share in
the competition in the process of globalization, and operated its economic motivations (Clerc &
Glover, 2015, pp. 13-17).

Status building is both a procedural element related to the actual fulfillment of a country's
rights and obligations, and plays a significant role in securing values, identity, and the collective
beliefs of that country (Larson & Wollforth, 2014). It is concerned with the respect shown by others,
both materially and socially, as a result of a positioning (Kemper, 2011). In foreign policy, the pursuit
of "status" can be seen as an end in itself because it provides tangible benefits; however, this kind of
instrumentality is underpinned by strong political and psychological motivations. A state that has
experienced high status generally and continuously aims for greatness as an act of self-definition,
while rejecting decline and weakness (Hagstrom, 2021, pp. 331-342). The fact that major powers
like the US and China, despite being perceived as inadequate in global cooperation and problem-
solving by international public opinion during the COVID pandemic, denied their weaknesses is one
of the most prominent examples of this.

On the other hand, status stems from a country's capabilities, but it is realized through how
that state is perceived by others. As Duque points out, status is 'fundamentally social', socially
constructed, and a matter of recognition. (Duque, 2018, p. 580) While this brings a country quite
close to the concept of "reputation,” it does not coincide with the concept of status. A country can
have a high status while also having a bad reputation. Status is also a kind of self-reference
undertaken and expected in accordance with membership in international organizations and
obligations under international law. (Bukovansky et al., 2012) When fulfilled effectively and
reliably, the scope of these responsibilities and obligations provides countries with "prestige," which
helps to understand that the effects of status are not driven solely by power or interests. (MacDonald
& Parent, 2021, p. 4)

Reputation is a behavioral quality and the sum of ‘beliefs’ that others hold ‘about a
characteristic or tendency of an actor, informed by observation of their past behavior’ (Renshon et
al., 2018). If a state’s reputation is tarnished, respect may diminish, and eventually the reputational
damage may become so chronic and acute that the social element of its status may disappear. As
Keohane argues, a “good reputation” facilitates a government’s entry into advantageous international
agreements; Damage to this reputation makes reaching agreements more difficult, thus creating a
cost for that country." (Keohane, 2005, p. 105) According to Cull, a country's "Reputation Security"
is achieved based on its strengths and weaknesses. (Cull, 2022)

Another result of the reputation gained through mediation efforts is formal diplomatic
recognition, prestige, or elevated status granted by major powers or international organizations.
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Qatar's designation as a Major Non-NATO Ally by the US, clearly linked to its role in facilitating
US-Taliban talks, is a prime example of mediation efforts transforming into a tangible strategic
advantage. In addition, mediators interact closely not only with the conflicting parties but also with
other relevant states, international organizations, and non-governmental actors involved in or
observing the conflict, thus building normative capacity in this area. The intense interaction in
mediation processes serves to strengthen the diplomatic networking process. (Rubin & Bercovitch,
1994) The established lines of communication and relationships built during mediation constitute
capacity building for the mediating country, facilitating cooperation in future diplomatic initiatives.
As an example, the "Friends of Mediation Group," initiated by Tiirkiye and Finland under the
auspices of the UN in 2010, has reached 61 members, including 53 member states, the UN, and 7
separate regional and international organizations. (United Nations, n.d.) The General Directorate of
Mediation established within the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs is another example of this
capacity building. (Republic of Tiirkiye Ministry of Foreign Affairs, n.d.) Tiirkiye plays a leading
role in establishing lasting peace, stability, and prosperity in its region and beyond, not only through
its on-the-ground initiatives in mediation — a peaceful method of resolving international problems —
but also in raising global awareness and building capacity within these organizations.

Tiirkiye has once again stood out in soft power and national brand building during this
period. This achievement reflects Tiirkiye's commitment to peaceful diplomacy and its dynamic role
as a mediator in resolving international conflicts. The Global Soft Power Index rating agency, Brand
Finance highlights Tiirkiye's influence across a wide region stretching from the Middle East to
Eastern Europe. In 2024, thanks to its diplomatic initiatives and the international events it hosted,
Tiirkiye is among the top four countries with the most significant increase in soft power since the
inception of the Brand Finance Soft Power Index in 2020 (Brand Finance, 2024a, 2024b).

“Good Nation” Taxonomy: The Relationship Between Moral Dimension and Mediation

In the political sphere, countries are turning to areas where a stronger reputation can be
secured, constructing their national role identity as 'forces of good' in the global arena. These role
identities can take the form of gaining reputation as “useful allies,” “neutral mediators,” or
“contributors to the preservation of the system” (Wolforth et al., 2018). This emphasis on being
noticed and 'seen' also aligns with the cultural and diplomatic logic of nation branding and reputation
building. Beyond their realpolitik interests and calculations, countries can gain international
reputation as “Good Citizens” who intervene for world peace (Diehl & Greig, 2013, p. 82). This
motivation helps create a positive image that serves a country's soft power in the eyes of the
international community. This situation also aligns with Anholt's idea of a "Good Country" in his
work on Nation Branding (Anholt, 2020). As Anholt (2020, p. 31) points out, for a nation aiming to
enhance its reputation, national image, global standing, and legitimacy, and to achieve economic
prosperity, "doing good" is not a requirement but an obligation.

According to this dimension, by positioning the nation as a “moral actor,” it should selflessly
address internationally recognized problems for the common good, developing an attractive image
and a positive national brand (Anholt, 2020, p. 228). In the ‘Good Country Equation,” a country's
image can only be improved by working for the world and contributing to the international
community, tackling ‘major challenges’ in partnership with other countries and organizations. This
equation also acts as a catalyst, revealing a national brand's political motivation, moral consequences,
and true effectiveness in solving global problems (Anholt, 2020, p. 228). In this type of approach,
the reputation, image, and status of a nation are proportionally strengthened as long as that nation
assumes a “useful” and “productive role in the community of nations” (Anholt, 2020, p. 31).
Analyzing data from seventeen surveys on international perceptions of sixty-four countries between
2005 and 2011, Anholt argues that national status is a result of a country’s overall reputation built
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on parameters of morality, aesthetics, interest, sophistication, and resilience. In the same study,
Anholt concluded that the parameter with the strongest correlation to the Nation Brands Index (NBI)
score is “morality as a measure of whether people approve of the country and its behavior
internationally, and whether that country has a positive and principled impact on humanity and the
planet” (Anholt, 2010; Anholt-Ipsos, 2010).

In light of these assessments and measurements, the countries that people find attractive and
admire are not necessarily the largest, most powerful, and wealthiest. A country's contribution to the
world, not just for its own benefit but for humanity, is a natural outcome of a virtuous cycle.
Essentially, this aligns with Chitty's "Virtue-Centered Soft Power" discussion, suggesting that
countries building their national role on goodness and virtuous actions potentially attract more
attention, stand out, and play a normative role internationally. In light of these approaches, countries
are now prioritizing normative dimensions that appeal to the consciences and humanity of
consumers, tourists, and investors, rather than solely to their material and aesthetic desires.
According to this dimension, countries can develop an attractive image and a positive national brand
by positioning themselves as "moral actors," selflessly addressing internationally recognized issues
for the common good. (Anholt, 2020, p. 228) According to Nye, a country's soft power depends on
the attractiveness of its culture and political values to others and the perceived legitimacy of its
foreign policy, which in turn grants it moral authority. A strong reputation as an effective and
principled mediator also contributes positively to the overall national brand image. This enhanced
image can yield tangible benefits beyond the diplomatic sphere, making the country more attractive
to tourists, foreign investment, and global citizens seeking stable, well-governed, and respected
places (The Place Brand Observer, 2020).

Soft Power Reputation-
Attraction and Influgr)ce and
Persuasion Legitimacy

Figure 1: Mediation, Normative and Status-Based Motivations, Soft Power Theoretical
Intersections

Source: Developed by the author
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Country examples for the conceptual framework: Tiirkiye, Qatar, and Norway

The country examples discussed in this section are not used for a systematic case analysis or
an empirical comparison. Instead, they are treated as illustrative examples for the developed
conceptual framework.

In this era of declining effectiveness of major powers and international organizations in
mediation, middle-sized countries and emerging powers are turning to alternative avenues in their
foreign policies that can generate soft power and prestige. In particular, compared to traditional
powers with colonial pasts in the non-Western world, countries that respect sovereignty and
territorial integrity, distance themselves from military interventions, and promote win-win alternative
economic and diplomatic models in their host countries are becoming more sought-after and trusted
actors in mediation initiatives (Mariani, 2024). In this context, the view that middle-sized powers are
more suited to playing a mediating role on the world stage is gaining traction in the literature.
Zartman, however, points out that emerging powers are uniquely suited to a mediating role (Zartman,
2013).

Firstly, when examining the definitions of "middle-sized power," it is seen that a state's
international behavior is also defined as a concept consisting of what is called "middle-power
diplomacy," which involves seeking multilateral solutions to international problems, adopting
conciliatory positions in disputes, and embracing the concept of "good international citizenship" to
guide diplomacy (Chaudhary & Chaudhary, 2010, p. 144).

When examining the mediation motivations of middle-sized powers, it is observed that
pragmatic, geopolitical, and interest-based motivations, along with motivations focused on political
influence and soft power, as well as virtue and humanitarian-centered motivations, come to the
forefront. These are sometimes used individually and sometimes together, depending on the
circumstances and context. The incentives these countries use in mediation are generally economic
tools; investments, loans, reconstruction promises, energy agreements, security cooperation, counter-
terrorism, and humanitarian aid.

According to Dal, who examines rising powers in conflict resolution and mediation through
the examples of Brazil, China, India, and Tiirkiye, significant changes have occurred in the status
politics of rising powers that have entered into global competition with traditional powers in many
areas such as economy-trade, diplomacy, and hard and soft power in the last decade (Dal, 2020). The
relative increase in the material power resources and diplomatic influence of rising powers in global
issues has drawn great interest in their bilateral and multilateral relations with the rest of the world.
Their commitment to the Westphalian norms of sovereign equality and non-interference in internal
affairs, and their ongoing criticism of the Western-dominated liberal order, have influenced how they
understand and construct their roles in maintaining international peace and security. This is
compounded by their international responsibilities to maintain peace and prevent conflicts; this has
motivated rising powers to actively participate in the management of international conflicts (Dal,
2020, p. 3).

On the other hand, in discussions regarding the role of medium-sized powers in world affairs,
there are views that their mediation and peacemaking efforts are based more on a normative stance
and are motivated by the acquisition of soft power. Although different definitions and criteria have
been put forward in the literature, a medium-sized country is defined as: Middle powers can be
defined as “players” who, while having limited influence on the distribution of power within a
particular regional system, can use a wide variety of power tools to change the attitudes of major
powers and defend their own positions on national and regional security issues that directly affect
them (Dong-min, 2012). Peacemaking and mediation, like all other foreign policy tools, are among
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the tools through which such actors develop their national preferences based on these normative
motivations (Beriker, 2016; Beriker, 2017). Cooper, Higgot, and Nossal, observing the foreign policy
behavior of Canada and Australia as “Middle Powers,” categorized three types of middle power roles
as “catalysts,” “facilitators,” and “managers” (Cooper et al., 1993). Similarly, “leadership,”
“protection,” and “guarding” emerge as another typology defining the functions of middle powers.
This argument supports the conflict resolution role of middle powers in regional security. It extends
to the point that it is one of the conditions for its achievement. Holbraad also states that in a unipolar
world system, the role of middle powers is very tightly limited by the preferences of the great powers
(Holbraad, 1984).

It is noted that medium-sized countries such as Norway, Australia, South Africa, and Canada
are extremely eager to increase their influence in the world and have found niche areas such as
mediation, facilitation, and humanitarian aid to make their influence visible (Henrikson, 2005). These
niche areas also act as catalysts in creating international coalitions on specific international issues or
on a particular issue (Robertson, 2005). Finland, Norway, and Sweden have made significant
investments in developing their mediation capacity as part of their post-Cold War foreign policy
strategies (Norway Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2025).

The increasing role of Tiirkiye, another medium-sized power, as a global mediator in the
international arena has coincided with the decline in the role of major powers and international
organizations in this area after the Cold War. The mediator vacuum created in the resolution of
regional conflicts and disputes is considered to be one of the important factors in the emergence of
Tiirkiye's role. Tiirkiye's efforts to mediate numerous conflicts in the region are largely attributed to
the lack of effective mediation in the region (Tocci, 2011). In other words, Tirkiye is trying to
increase its international effectiveness by using foreign policy tools ignored by major powers and
focusing on problem areas not addressed by major powers (Yal¢in, 2012). There are also views that
position Tiirkiye's mediation within middle-power diplomacy, similar to countries like Norway, and
explain the motivation behind its mediation activities in the context of seeking soft power (Tank,
2011).

In recent years, non-Western actors, and especially regional rising powers such as Tiirkiye,
Qatar, China, United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Saudi Arabia, have become increasingly involved in
global conflicts through their mediating and facilitating roles. In contrast, traditional Western
mediators such as the UN, Sweden, Switzerland, and Norway are not as actively involved in resolving
global crises and conflicts as they once were. In 2025, at least 20 of the 53 peace processes underway
will involve China, Tiirkiye, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE (The Economist, 2026). In the past,
Norway, and more recently Tiirkiye and Qatar, have stood out for their normative and status-centered
motivations in mediation. In this context, the mediation efforts of Tiirkiye and Qatar clearly share
similarities with the strategic goal of establishing a national status as credible international actors
(Naier, 2021).

Tiirkiye's mediating role in resolving regional and global conflicts has become increasingly
prominent over the last 20 years. In this period, when major powers and international organizations
have withdrawn from the field of mediation, Tiirkiye has begun to adopt a foreign policy that takes
the initiative in conflict resolution, particularly in its neighboring regions and spheres of influence,
and seeks to play a global role. During this time, Tiirkiye has become one of the leading actors among
rising powers, bringing the shift towards pluralism and multilateralism in the resolution of
international problems and conflicts to the agenda of international and regional organizations (Kiraz,
2020). In the new era conceptualized as the "Turkish Century," Tiirkiye's mediation initiatives in the
field of diplomacy and within international organizations stand out as a strategic foreign policy tool
and sector (The Turkish Century, n.d.). It reinforces this position by placing normative motivations,
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humanitarian and entrepreneurial diplomacy at the center of its foreign policy, offering critiques of
the system, and delivering rule-setting, virtue and morality-centered global messages.

Considering that Tiirkiye's approach to conflict resolution prioritizes diplomacy, interaction,
and dialogue over coercive measures, it can be said that its success in this area relies more on its soft
power capabilities and diplomacy. Turkish foreign policy makers possess a wide range of tools to
advance the country's regional and global agenda in line with these goals and approaches. As non-
state actors, Turkish NGOs, economic interest groups, and humanitarian aid organizations participate
as supporting actors in mediation processes. In particular, humanitarian and development aid,
economic investments, military support, and diplomatic activity in Africa provide a strong and
holistic foundation for mediation initiatives. All these actors have been termed new soft power tools
of Turkish foreign policy makers, and Tiirkiye has begun to play a significant role in cultural
diplomacy, humanitarian and development aid, peacebuilding, and mediation (Altumsik, 2022).
Turkish NGOs and commercial organizations have paved the way for Tiirkiye to be perceived as a
legitimate actor among many segments of the parties and civil society in conflict zones (Fidan, 2010).

Tiirkiye's mediation efforts have, on the one hand, been part of building and achieving its
role and status in the international arena, and on the other hand, have become a tool for protecting its
influence and interests in the face of regional crises. In these processes, geopolitical security priorities
have sometimes limited its capacity to act independently in the field of mediation. The Israel-Syria
talks and the Arab Spring process revealed the limitations of Tiirkiye's mediation capacity, and during
and after the popular uprisings in the Middle East and North Africa, it was sometimes forced to use
coercive and hard power tools on the ground due to its security interests in its foreign policy.

Considering Tiirkiye's foreign policy behavior and mediation, the characteristic of
"facilitator" and soft power motivations stand out among its "middle power" roles. As an actor within
both the East and the West, capable of bringing both sides together and developing solutions to the
problems of the non-Western world, the global South, Tiirkiye presents its proactive foreign policy
in the wars in Syria and Ukraine, and its long-standing soft power investments in Africa, within a
framework of reliable and fair mediation. One of the important organizations that brought prestige
and status to Tiirkiye in this field was the "Friends of Mediation Group" formed in 2010 between
Tiirkiye and Finland, consisting of countries supporting the efforts of the UN and regional
organizations in the field of mediation (UN Peacemaker, n.d.).

On the other hand, mediation is presented in Tiirkiye and Turkish foreign policy within a
much broader framework than simply a technical conflict resolution method. In describing its
motivations and characteristics for mediation, Tiirkiye positions itself as one of the rare countries
capable of simultaneously communicating with all parties on the ground in a wide range of
geopolitical conflict zones, based on trust, and thus assuming a mediating role (Fidan, T.C. Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, 2026). In Tiirkiye's discourse, humanitarian, moral, and "risk-taking for the good
of the world" emphasis and motivations are prominent.

Norway has been seen to have assumed a national role internationally since the early 1990s
by specializing and institutionalizing in a 'niche diplomatic' area such as mediation, and adapting this
to its soft power (Melissen, 2005, pp. 13, 67, 71; Milton-Edwards, 2024, pp. 282-297). Like the other
two Nordic countries, Finland and Sweden, Norway, which is not a member of the European Union,
does not have an international language or a transnational culture. It is not a central location or hub
of international organizations or multinational corporate brands. However, it has focused its soft
power and national brand in foreign policy on a single message; internationally, Norway has been
branded as “a force for peace in the world.” In this context, it has built capacity and invested in
mediation in conflicts in the Middle East, Sri Lanka, and Colombia. Overall, Norway is a significant
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example of how a small country can leverage a diplomatic niche to strengthen its image and role.
(Nye, 2008, p. 104)

Norway's mediation capabilities, in which it has invested heavily over the years, serve as an
example of the reputation it has gained through public diplomacy and nation-branding (Melissen,
2005, pp. 67-82). Due to its smaller size, Norway positions itself more modestly, primarily as "an
actor that offers benefits to the world in this field." Former Norwegian Foreign Minister Jan Petersen
stated that a smaller country than the major powers is not in a position to impose its views on others,
but can sometimes offer helpful advice; it can contribute to creative solutions when multilateral
efforts fail or others have failed (Henrikson, 2005). Norway's participation in numerous negotiations
has increased its usefulness and value in the eyes of major countries (Nye, 2017a). The kind of benefit
Norway independently seeks to provide, 'peace mediation and reconciliation,' has become one of the
key concepts in its foreign policy identity and national brand. Norwegian governments have
partnered with NGOs in this area, and the Norwegian Development Cooperation Agency (NORAD)
has provided support for the country's mediation efforts.

Norway, particularly in the post-Cold War era, has consciously cultivated an international
identity focused on peace and humanitarianism (Nissen, 2021). It has actively embraced the role of
peace mediator, making it a central pillar of its foreign policy and contributing to the broader "Nordic
peace brand" (Nissen, 2021). Through this strategy, Norway has viewed mediation as a way for a
medium-sized country to secure its role and influence on the international stage, leveraging the soft
power it generates in the absence of hard power capabilities (Henrikson, 2005). The 1993 Oslo
Accords between Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization stand as the most prominent
example of Norway's mediation success. Success in this process significantly enhanced Norway's
international reputation and national self-esteem, solidifying its image as a key player in international
peacemaking (Nissen, 2021, pp. 82-87). The agreement gave rise to the concept of the "Norwegian
peace model," effectively branding the country's specific approach to conflict resolution. Norway's
proactive involvement in mediation during this period contrasted with some other Scandinavian
countries and helped forge its distinct profile as a globally engaged humanitarian actor (Nissen,
2021).

On the other hand, Norway's mediation approach often involves leveraging its reputation
built on neutrality and "fairness," but mediation efforts sometimes fail to provide the necessary
leverage. The Oslo Peace Process, despite successful processes in Colombia and the Philippines, and
the failed process in Sri Lanka (2000-2009), demonstrated the potential for damage to the reputation
of a mediator specializing in this field. The collapse of the peace process in Sri Lanka and the
subsequent dramatic escalation of violence raised questions about the effectiveness and success of
the mediation effort (Destradi & Viillers, 2012). Despite these debates, Norway's successful
integration of mediation into its national brand has had a generally positive impact on its international
reputation as a peace-focused global actor (Nissen, 2021, pp. 80-100). This aligns with the emphasis
on the process and intention of mediation, rather than the outcome, reflecting both soft power and
the national brand's emphasis on "virtuous actions."

Qatar is one of the medium-sized regional powers that has used international mediation as a
tool in its foreign policy in recent years. Aiming to enhance its security, global position, and
influence, Qatar, a relatively small country geopolitically but rich in natural resources, has clearly
adopted mediation as a strategic foreign policy tool (Mladenov, 2024).

Over the past thirty years, Qatar has adopted a proactive approach in its foreign policy,
establishing strategies aimed at creating a national brand in mediation as a reliable ally and effective
diplomatic player on a regional and global scale (Naier, 2021, pp. 43-52). Assessments that Qatar
uses mediation as a unique area of diplomacy and soft power have gained traction in recent years
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(Kamrava, 2011, pp. 539-556). Examples include Qatar's mediation efforts in conflicts involving
armed groups, humanitarian aid, hostage mediation, and its involvement in political dialogue. For
Qatar, which is particularly active in conflicts in the Middle East (Gaza, Afghanistan, Iran),
mediation has become a powerful tool in foreign policy and even a national brand, characterized by
its own unique "Qatari style of mediation," with specific motivations, methods, and sources of
legitimacy. Qatar's motivations for mediation appear to be similar to those of Tiirkiye; they are
shaped by context, geopolitical and security priorities, as well as encompassing moral and
humanitarian responsibilities, international reputation, and soft power objectives (Barakat, 2024). Its
proactive foreign policy in recent years, hosting international diplomatic organizations and political
actors, and its facilitating and mediating roles, particularly through initiatives and invitations within
regional and international organizations, has also secured a strong diplomatic position in institutions
such as the African Union, the Arab League, the G7, and NATO.

Among Qatar's mediation efforts in recent years, its mediation in the Doha Agreement
(2008), which prevented civil war in Lebanon, is considered a success. Other examples include its
long-term engagement with the Taliban, hosting their political office, and facilitating mediation in
the signing of the US-Taliban Doha Agreement in 2020. Qatar also played a significant role in the
signing of the Doha Document (2011) in the Sudan-Darfur peace process (Naier, 2021). Its critical
role in the evacuations and security establishment following the US withdrawal from Afghanistan
has demonstrated its mediating function and capacity in facilitating diplomatic dialogue and
engagement between the West and the Taliban (Mladenov, 2024). One of Qatar's recent mediation
efforts was its mission to mediate and facilitate a ceasefire and hostage exchange between Israel and
Hamas following Israel's genocide in Gaza, which culminated in the Cairo Agreement (Wintour,
2025).

Qatar's mediation strategy is based on significant resources and motivations. These include
strong financial resources (Mariani, 2024), extensive diplomatic networks established through
engagement with various state and non-state actors (Mladenov, 2024), influential international media
platforms such as Al Jazeera (Naier, 2021), and the political will demonstrated in the field of
mediation (Mariani, 2024). In addition to these motivations, Qatar's focus on mediation as a means
of gaining status and prestige in the international arena can also be considered (Mladenov, 2024).
This strategy has increased Qatar's profile, reputation, and influence in the field of international
mediation. It has become a "Brand Country" in mediation, distinguishing itself from its regional
peers. This position has provided Qatar with tangible diplomatic recognition, exemplified by its
designation as a Major Non-NATO Ally by the US, explicitly linked to its role in the Afghanistan
talks (Mariani, 2024).

On the other hand, Qatar's strategic activism in the field of mediation is sometimes subject
to accusations of bias due to regional competition, particularly with Saudi Arabia and the UAE
(Naier, 2021). The blockade imposed on Qatar by these states in 2017 is seen as a result of Qatar's
perceived independent foreign policy and rising mediation efforts, its increasing global influence
through media outlets such as Al Jazeera, and the reactions it provoked (Naier, 2021). Qatar is a
current and concrete example of how mediation can serve as soft power and reputation building for
rising regional powers. Qatar's positioning of itself as a regional and global mediator, its investments
and capacity building in this field, its diplomatic skills, and its ability to interact with complex and
often controversial actors have enabled it to rapidly increase its gains in this niche area.

www.turkishstudies.net/economy



2434 Nur Ozkan Erbay
Table 2. Comparative Analysis of Mediation Between Rising Powers and Global Powers *
Dimension Rising Powers Global Powers
(Qatar, Tiirkiye, China, UAE) (UN, EU, US, UK)
Diplomatic Quiet diplomacy, back-channel diplomacy, Official, institutional, public
Approach working with civilian institutions
Legitimacy Strong in the Global South, Strong in the Non- Strong in the West; questioned
Western World, Relative in the West elsewhere
Tools Economic aid, investments, political balancing Sanctions, institutional
frameworks, diplomatic
pressure
Approach to | Strong “non-intervention” narrative Conditionalities tied to norms
Sovereignty and governance
Engagement Selective and strategic, interactive, results-oriented | Broad, institutional, long-term
Strategy
Access to All Parties | Good access to non-state actors and armed groups | Often narrower access due to
to the Conflict political constraints
Risks Fragmented processes Perceived politicization and
slow bureaucracy
Conclusion

There is a strong relationship between soft power, foreign policy, and mediation, one of its
tools. While the primary function of mediation in practice is conflict resolution, it inherently involves
reflecting certain values, demonstrating specific capabilities, and directly engaging with the
complexities of international relations. A country's participation in mediation activities also has
profound effects on how it is perceived by other states, international organizations, and global public
opinion. In this context, mediation plays a significant role in fostering a country image and reputation
that is well-regarded and appreciated by foreign publics, in line with the interdependence,
cooperation, moral responsibility, shared virtues, and norms-centered nature of soft power.

While a country's motivations for mediation can vary—including peacekeeping, power
acquisition, defense and interests, soft power, prestige and reputation, and moral responsibilities—
there is no consensus on which strategy is most frequently used and which is most effective. It is
observed that mediation plays a significant role in enhancing a country's soft power capacity,
ensuring its credibility and effectiveness, and earning respect from the international community; it
builds a sustainable reputation through an active, fair, respectful, equitable, inclusive, and
collaborative policy in conflict resolution.

Mediation also possesses inherent characteristics closely aligned with the theoretical
foundations of soft power. Participating in mediation provides a platform for states to demonstrate
qualities and pursue policies that can create attractiveness and increase their perceived legitimacy,
thus contributing to their soft power reserves. In this respect, mediation is poised to become one of
the niche areas where soft power—the ability to influence others through attraction and persuasion
rather than coercion or force—can find application in foreign policy.

2 Mariani, B. (2024). Mediating peace in a fragmented world order: International mediation — The role and impact of emerging
powers (Austrian Forum for Peace Working Paper). Austrian Forum for Peace
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On the one hand, the effectiveness of mediation as a soft power tool largely depends on the
context, the strategies adopted, perceived neutrality, and, most importantly, the consistency of the
mediator with the state's overall actions and values. Simply mediating is not enough; these efforts
must be credible and not contradict the state's overall foreign policy. When conducted consistently,
with integrity, and reliability, mediation significantly contributes to a state's perception as a positive
force on the international stage and reinforces its soft power.

Moreover mediating also reflects a country's image of international responsibility. In this
context, all efforts toward peaceful resolution of conflicts are consistent with international norms.
Acting as a responsible stakeholder committed to peace enhances the perceived legitimacy and moral
authority of the mediator's foreign policy. Increased legitimacy is one of the key outcomes of soft
power. Demonstrating commitment to international law and peace, and taking initiative in securing
and establishing global and regional peace, is also a factor that enhances a country's reputation. A
country that invests resources and political capital in mediating to resolve conflicts threatening
regional or international stability is positioned as a dedicated, selfless global citizen committed to
peace and security.

While mediation offers potential benefits such as increased reputation, influence, and soft
power, it also carries significant risks such as failure, damage to reputation, and even escalation of
conflict. Failure or perceived ineffectiveness can damage a country's soft power and national
reputation. Successful mediation significantly enhances soft power by demonstrating competence,
legitimacy, and positive values; however, factors such as inconsistencies with values, weakening of
the perception of justice, imbalances in the balance of interests, and excessive use of hard power in
mediation can lead to the loss of these gains. This situation also shows that countries need to protect
their potential soft power and reputation inputs in mediation initiatives in a resilient and sustainable
manner against these risks.

This study does not directly measure the impact of mediation on soft power and national
reputation because it relies on an integrative literature review and illustrative country examples.
Future research could empirically test the proposed conceptual relationships using public opinion
surveys, expert interviews, media discourse analyses, and comparative index data. An independent
framework would enable broader exploration of the contribution and impact of mediation on a
country's global and national reputation and soft-power capacities. This study, employing a
conceptual research method, conducts an integrative literature review; the theoretical intersections
among the concepts of "virtue-centered soft power," "good country," "normative, status-based
motivations of mediation," "national role," "soft power," and "reputation building" are evaluated in
light of discussions in the literature, illustrative country examples, and conceptual inferences.
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Insasindaki Rolii

Giris

Giiniimiizde etkili arabuluculugun kriterleri ve dinamikleri degismekte, uluslararasi 6rgiitler
ve kiiresel giiclerin catisma ¢oziimiindeki rolii zayiflamaktadir. Son otuz yilda, ¢ok az siire¢ ¢catigsma
¢cOziimiine nihai bir ¢6ziim getirmis, bu ¢ozlimsiizliikler karsisinda geleneksel Batili giiclerin
giivenilirligi ve herkes icin adil bir ¢oziim saglama yetenekleri sorgulanmaya baglanmigtir. Buna
karsilik, dogu ve batidan, kuzey ve giineyden orta 6l¢ekli giiglerin bu boslugu doldurdugu ve kiiresel
bir rol oynadig1 gézlemlenmektedir. Yumusak gii¢ ve etki projeksiyonunun dis politika stratejisinin
merkezinde yer aldig1 bu donemde, normatif ve statii temelli motivasyonlarin arabuluculu bir {ilkenin
ulusal itibar1 ve yumusak giicii iizerindeki etkisinin analizi gereklidir.

Di1s politika yumusak giiclin 6nemli kaynaklarindan biridir. (Nye, 2017a) Bir iilkenin dis
politikast mesru, adil, isbirlik¢i, yaygin olarak paylasilan degerler ve erdemlerle uyumlu olarak
algilandiginda ise o iilkeyi diger iilkelerin ve halklarmin goziinde daha cekici ve ikna edici hale
getirmektedir. Bu ¢ekicilik ve elde edilen yumusak gii¢ ile dis politika hedeflerine ulagsmada askeri,
ekonomik zorlama ve yaptirimlara bagvurmaya gerek kalmamaktadir. Bu baglamda dis politikanin
araclarindan biri olan arabuluculuk tlkelere, uluslararasi barig ve istikrara baglilik gosterme,
normatif degerlere dayali liderlik sergileme hem hiikiimetler hem de toplumlar nezdindeki
cekiciligini, itibarin1 ve mesruiyetini artirabilme firsati sunabilmektedir. Keohane’e gore de iyi bir
itibar, bir hiikiimetin avantajli uluslararasi anlagsmalara girmesini kolaylagtirmakta; bu itibarin zarar
gbrmesi ise anlagmalar1 zorlastirmakta ve taraflara maliyet tiretmektedir. (Keohane, 2005, s. 105)

Ahlaki/erdemli/insani kaygilarla yonlendirilen bir arabuluculuk girisiminin, yumusak giic ve
giiclii ulusal marka olusturma hedefleri agisindan da potansiyel bir sektor ve/veya alt sektor olmaya
haiz olup olmadig1 "lyi Ulke" kavrami iizerinden de aciklanabilmektedir. (Anholt, 2020). Basar1li bir
arabuluculuk, bu baglamda bir iilkenin "baris kurucu" imajin1 yaratmak i¢in de kullanilabilmektedir.
Faget'e gore, “Arabuluculuk, kiiresel bir egemenligin siirdiiriilmesinin yumusak bir yoludur; kiiresel
yonetisim konularinda ulus devletler yerine ulusétesi aglarin {stiinliiglinlii savunan neoliberal bir
ideolojiye ait yumusak giiciin bir tezahiiriidiir” (Faget, 2011, s. 30). Diinyanin kolektif gelecegi ve
refahi i¢in arabuluculuk niyeti tek kendi basina erdemli bir dongiiniin pargasi olabilmektedir. Erdem
merkezli yumusak gii¢ ise, bir iilkenin hedefledigi itibar, statii, mesruiyet ve giivenilirlik, giindem
belirleme, liderlik vb. konularda katkida bulunmakta ve yumusak gii¢ kazanimlarinda ¢arpan etkisi
yaratmaktadir. (Chitty, 2016)

Statii ve itibar kazanma hedefi de arabuluculugun motivasyon ve amagclariyla tutarl
goriilmektedir. Bir iilke, arabuluculuk yoluyla barisgil ¢atisma ¢oziimiinde ikna giiciinii ve ulusal
itibarin1 artirabilir, uluslararasi kuruluslardaki konumunu gii¢lendirebilir ve uluslararast normlart
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sekillendirebilir. Bununla birlikte, potansiyel riskler de vardir; istenmeyen basarisizlik, bir {ilkenin
giivenilirligine ve itibarina 6nemli 6lglide zarar verebilmektedir. (Bohmelt, 2021).

Ote yandan iilkelerin yumusak giic ve itibar 6lciimiinde bazi smirliliklar bulunmaktadir.
Yumusak Giig iiretiminde kiiltiir, egitim ve insan sermayesi, is ve inovasyon, hiikiimet ve diplomasi
gibi somut varliklara 6zel vurgu yapilmistir. Bu varliklar biiytik 6l¢iide Nye'n kiiltiir, politik degerler
ve dis politika kategorilerine karsilik gelse de bunlarin yumusak giiciin net parametrelerini ne 6l¢iide
karsiladig1 konusundaki tartismalar siirmektedir. Bu sinirliliklara cazibenin varliginin saptanabilirligi
sorunu, giiclin yarattig1 cazibe ile hedef aktoriin dis politika ¢iktilart arasindaki nedensellik baginin
saptanmasindaki yetersizlikler de eklenmektedir (Yapici, 2015). Bir {ilkenin uluslararasi alanda
ylriittigli arabuluculuk siireclerinin yumusak giiciine ve ulus markasina etkisinin 6l¢limii ancak
yarattig1 algi, etki, imaj ve goriiniirliikk izerinden anket ve endeksler yoluyla goreceli parametreler
iizerinden Olgiilebilmektedir. Bu sinirliliklara ragmen yumusak giic bir iilkenin arabuluculuk
alanindaki performansi, siyasi ve insani degerlere, bariscil catisma ¢oziimleri ve uluslararasi is
birligine katkilar1 miinhasiran gelistirilecek bir model ve paremetreler 1s131nda 6liilebilir. Ulkelerin
bu alanlarda sahip oldugu kapasiteler ve ortaya koyduklar1 ¢aba ve girisimlerin dogru yontem, arag
ve politika alanindaki uygulamalari araciligiyla daha kapsamli aragtirma, 6l¢ek ve modellemelerle
gelistirilebilme imkanlar1 bulunmaktadir.

Arabuluculuk ¢abalarinda daha gii¢lii taninma, mesruiyet, liderlik, prestij ve statiiye
ulagsmay1 hedefleyen ve bundan motive olan iilkelerin ve liderlerin girigimleri ve bagarilari, bu alani
dogrudan ve olumlu yo6nde etkiledigine iliskin 6rnekler bulunmaktadir. Ancak alandaki mevcut
calismalar yumusak gii¢, normatif ve statii temelli motivasyonlar ile arabuluculuk arasindaki iligkiyi
mistakil bir alanda incelemekte yetersiz kalmaktadir. Daha bagimsiz bir ¢er¢eveyle ele alinmasi,
arabuluculugun bir {ilkenin kiiresel ulusal itibar1 ve yumusak gii¢ kapasiteleri tizerindeki katkisini ve
etkilerini daha biitiinsel bir yaklasimla sunmaya olanak saglayacaktir.

Kavramsal arastirma yoOnteminin kullanildigt bu c¢alismada biitiinlestirici bir literatiir
incelemesi yapilmis olup; “erdem-merkezli yumusak gii¢”, “iyi iilke”, “arabuluculugun normatif,
statii temelli motivasyonlar1” ve “ulusal rol” ile “yumusak gii¢c” ve “itibar ingsas1” kavram setlerinin
birbirleriyle arasindaki teorik kesigimler, alan yazinindaki tartismalar, agiklayici lilke drnekleri ve

kavramsal ¢ikarimlar esliginde degerlendirilmektedir.
Teorik Kesisimler: Yumusak Gii¢, Erdem Merkezli Yaklasim ve Arabuluculuk

Yumusak giiciin kaynaklar1 {i¢ temel baslikta kategorize edilmektedir. Bunlar kiiltiir, siyasi
degerler ve dis politikadir. Snow ve Cull’a gore bir {ilkenin ¢ok sayida medya iletisim kanali ve
medya agina sahip ve bu medyalarin kiiresel haber akiginda ¢ok daha etkili olmast; o tilkenin kiiltiirel
ve disiinsel alandaki 6zelliklerinin kiiresel 6lgcekte norm haline gelmesi ve cazibe tasimasi ve yine o
iilkenin itibar1 ve giivenirliliginin ulusal ve uluslararasi dlgekte destekleniyor olmasi yumusak
giiclinii artirmaktadir. (Snow&Cull,2020, s. 5)

Bir iilkenin siyasi degerleri ve dis politikasi ise ancak yurt icinde ve yurt disinda kamuoylart
nezdinde mesru ve ahlaki otoriteye sahip olarak algilandiginda yumusak gii¢ tretimine katkida
bulunabilmektedir. (Nye, 2017a) Nye, kiiresel bilgi ¢aginda yumusak gii¢ kazanmasi muhtemel olan
iilkelerin kiiresel sorunlar1 herkesin kabul edebilecegi sekilde ¢ozebilecek, ¢ok yonlii iletisim
kanallarina sahip, kiiltiirii ve fikirleri kiiresel norm haline gelmis, ¢ogulculuk ve 6zerklik iligkilerine
yakin olan, hem yerel hem de kiireselde savundugu degerleri ve politikalari ile glivenilirligini artiran
iilkeler olacagini ifade etmektedir. (Nye, 2017a, s.57- Nye, 2017b) Buna karsin uluslararasi alanda
igbirliginden yoksun tek tarafli politikalarin bir tilkenin yurtdisindaki cazibesi ve mesruiyetini
olumsuz etkiledigi goriilmektedir. Bu baglamda giivenirlige, ¢6ziim liretme kabiliyetlere ve norm
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olusturan degerlere yaptig1 vurgu ile Nye aslinda yumusak gii¢ ve arabuluculuk alanindaki kavramsal
baglantiy1 da ortaya koymaktadir.

Yumusak giliciin ii¢ kaynagindan biri olan dis politikanin normatif motivasyonlari
glinimiiziin ¢atisma ¢ozlimleri ve barig insast siireglerinde ¢ok daha O6nemli hale gelmistir. Bu
dogrultuda tilkeler, ulusal gikar tanimlarina ekonomik yardim veya arabuluculuk gibi ¢ekici amaglari
da dahil ederek askeri ve iktisadi agirliklarindan daha fazla olan siyasi ve kiiltiirel niifuzlarini ortaya
koymaktadir. (Nye, 2017a, s.30) Ozellikle kiiresel COVID-19 pandemisi sonras1 donemde iklim
degisikligi, salgin hastaliklar gibi askeri ¢6ziimii olmayan uluslararasi krizlerde uluslararasi is birligi
ve diplomasi ¢ekim ve ikna yoluyla baskalarini etkileme yetenegini yansitmada 6nemli araglar haline
gelmistir. (Nye, 2021) Bu 6rnek gbéz oniinde bulunduruldugunda; ulusal menfaatlerini degerler
lizerine kuran, is birligi ve dayanigmay1 6nceleyen, kapsayici ve 6ngoriilii politikalara sahip iilkelerin
baska tilkeler tarafindan daha g¢ekici goriinmektedir.

Bariseil ¢6ziim, diyalog ve uzlagma ilkelerini uygulayarak ve tesvik ederek, arabuluculuk
yapan iilkeler uluslararasi iligkilerin normatif alanlarini sekillendirmeye de aktif olarak katkida
bulunmaktadir. Bu durum ilkelerin normlar1 kurumsallastirabildigi uluslararas: iligkilerin
yapilandirmaci teorileriyle de uyumludur (Svensson, 2020). Baris ve diplomasiyi savunmak
arabulucu iilkeler i¢cin yumusak giiciin belirgin bir kaynagi haline gelebilmekte, statiilerini ve
etkilerini maddi yeteneklerinin o6tesinde artirabilmektedir. (Milton-Edwards, 2024). Boylece
arabuluculuk, yalnizca belirli catigmalara yonelik tepkisel bir arag olmaktan ¢ikip, uluslararasi
etkilesimleri yoneten kurallar1 ve degerleri sekillendirmeye yonelik normatif bir strateji haline
gelmektedir. Norveg'in tarihte g¢esitli baris siireglerindeki uzun siireli rolityle 6rneklendigi gibi
arabuluculuga siirekli katilim, devletlerin ayni1 zamanda norm girisimcileri olarak islev gérmesini
saglamaktadir. (Nissen, 2021).

Soguk Savag’tan bu yana biiyiik gii¢lerin ¢atisma ¢6ziimleri ve arabuluculuk alaninda azalan
roliine kargin orta biiyiikliikte bolgesel giiclerin ise bu alanda bir kapasite insa ettikleri ve boslugu
doldurduklar1 goriilmektedir. Catismalarin ¢éziimiinde inisiyatif alan, istekli ve girisimci olan bu
iilkeler ulusal ¢ikarlarinin yaninda yumusak giic, statii insasi, itibar ve ahlaki motivasyonlarla da
hareket etmekte ve bu iilkeler “lyi vatandaslara ve Liderlere” sahip; diinyanin kolektif iyiligi ve baris
i¢in hareket eden "Erdemli Giigler" ve "lyi Ulkeler" olarak adlandirilmaktadir. (Anholt, 2020)

Ulkelerin dis politikalarmin ahlaki boyutu ve “erdem merkezli” yaklasimlar1 da yumusak
giiclin diger bir 6nemli boyutudur. Yumusak gii¢ ve “erdem” kavramlarimi birbirine baglayan bu
teorik bakis acisini dis politikasina, uluslararasi alanda kendisini temsil eden ulusal roliine, kimligine
yansitabilen iilkeler prestij ve itibar kazanmaktadir. Bu erdem merkezli yaklasim bir {ilkenin hem
yurticinde hem de uluslararasi alanda algilanan ¢ekiciligi ve ikna ediciliginin etik davraniglarindan
aldig giicli temsil etmektedir. Vatandaslar1 ve kiiresel topluluk tarafindan erdemli, etik, mesru ve
evrensel degerlere bagli olarak goriilen bir {ilkenin, yumusak giiciinii olumlu bir sekilde giigclendirdigi
gorebilir. Tersine bunlarin eksikligi, yamusak gii¢ cabalarini1 olumsuz bir sekilde yansitabilmektedir.
(Chitty, 2016, 5.9-36) Ulkelerin sahip olduklar1 medeni erdemler uluslararasi is birligi ve etkilesimi
mimkiin kilan temel etik ¢erceveyi olustururken liderler, sivil toplum figiirleri ve vatandaslar
tarafindan uygulanan bu erdemler hem isbirligini hem de ¢atismay1 yonlendirmek i¢in bir temel
saglamaktadir. Bu baglamda medeni erdem sadece arzu edilen bir yerel nitelik degil, ayn1 zamanda
bir ulusun yumusak giiciinii destekleyen ve gelistiren dnemli bir bilesen olarak degerlendirilmektedir.
Bu da bir iilkenin diplomatik etkinliginde, dis politika hedeflerine gii¢ yerine ¢ekim ve ikna yoluyla
ulasma yeteneginde dnemli bir rol oynamaktadir. Geleneksel anlamda Isveg, Norveg, Finlandiya,
Isvigre gibi iilkelerin yam sira; son yillarda ise orta biiyiikliikte ancak arabuluculukta kiiresel aktor
haline gelen gii¢lerin bu alana dis politikalarinda 6zel bir yatirim yaptiklari ve bu alanda bir itibar
inga ettikleri gortilmektedir. (Mariani, 2024) Tiirkiye, Brezilya, Gliney Afrika gibi orta biiyiikliikte
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giiclerin arabuluculugu stratejik bir dis politika araci olarak kurumsallagtirdiklari, bir statii ve rol inga
ettikleri goriilmektedir. (Mesquita, 2023) Bu orneklerin yaninda Pakistan, Katar gibi yiikselen
bolgesel giiclerin de son yillardaki arabuluculuk girisimlerinde artan 6l¢iide etkili olduklar1 ve bi
kapasite insa ettikleri goriilmektedir. (Naier, 2021: Mladenov, 2024)

Ote yandan yumusak giiciin sadece olumlu sonuglar dogurmadigi, eylem ve sdylem birliginin
olugmadig1 durumlarda bir devletin politikalari, degerleri veya kiiltiirel ifadeler baska bir baglamda
g6z ardi edilebilir veya hatta itici gelebilecegi de degerlendirilmelidir. (Fan,2008) Bu baglamda bir
iilkenin yonetimi ve halkinin temsili dinamiklerinin bir iilkenin siyasi mesruiyeti ile giivenilirligini
nasil asindirabilecegini inceleyen bir kamu diplomasisi ve yer markalama teorisi olarak "Negative
Watch" (Olumsuz Izleme) gelistirilmistir (Durrani, 2023). Bu baglamda, arabuluculukta da
arabulucu devletin, hedef kitle eylemi belirli bir baglamda 6nyargili, ¢ikarct veya etkisiz olarak
algilanmasi, yumusak giiciinii azaltabilecegi anlamina gelmektedir.

Bunun yaninda herhangi bir eylemin yumusak gii¢ araci olarak basarisi giintimiiziin iletigim
eko-sisteminde, hedeflenen uluslararasi kitleyle nasil yanki bulduguna ve onlar tarafindan nasil
yorumlandigina da baglidir. Olumsuz yumusak gii¢ bircok durumda da sert giiclin tezahiirii veya
sonucudur. Uluslararasi arabuluculukta bulunmak, kiiresel kitleler tarafindan yalnizca imaj
gelistirmeyi amaclayan hesaplanmis bir markalasma g¢alismasi olarak algilanirsa ve barisa veya
diplomatik ilkelere ger¢cek bir baghilik olarak algilanmazsa da bu c¢abalar basarisizlikla
sonuclanabilmektedir. Bu algilar, dis politika eyleminin mesruiyetini agindirabilmekte, boylece
yumusak gii¢ gerilemektedir. Arabuluculuk da dahil olmak iizere dis politika eylemlerinde algilanan
Ozginliigiin siirdiriilmesi, bu eylemlerin hem organik yumusak giice hem de ydnetilen bir ulusal
itibara olumlu katkida bulunmasi bakimindan 6nemlidir. Buna 6rnek olarak; Yemen’de yapilan
insani ve finansal yardimlarin ingiltere’nin yumusak giiciine etkisinin olumlu oldugu varsayilsa da
(Loft, 2025) siire¢ i¢inde savasin tarafi olan Suudi Arabistan’a silah satiglart (Campaign Against
Arms Trade [Silah Ticaretine Kars1 Kampanya — CAAT], 2023) Ingiltere’nin tarafsizlig1 ve insan
haklar1 konusundaki tartigmalara yol agmistir (Amnesty International, 2022; Oxford Kitlikla
Miicadele Komitesi [Oxfam], 2023). Siyasi degerlerin bagkalari i¢in ¢ekici olmasi ancak dis politika
hedeflerinin mesru ve ahlaki otoriteye sahip olmasi ile miimkiindiir. (Nye, 2011) Dolayisiyla,
yumusak gii¢, normatif olmaktan ¢ok tanimlayici bir kavram olarak goriinse bile etkili olabilmesi
icin hedefler tarafindan mesru olarak goriilmesi ve dis politika tezahiiriinde ahlaki bir otoriteye sahip
olmasi gerekmektedir (Arabulucu ve yumusak giic kavramlarinda hazirlanmig bilimsel ¢alismalar
i¢cin bk. Arbath ve Kurar (2015), Akzeybek (2015), Aydemir (2018), Akill1 (2018), Sancak (2019),
Tamgelik (2013), Altun (2014), Cerit (2014), Tasdemir (2014), Uluerler (2014), Tamgelik (2014),
Kéger (2015), Cabuk (2015), ikiz ve digerleri (2018), Cakir ve Kesme (2018), Karaduman ve Cetin
(2023), Y1lmaz ve Pacolari (2019), Giizel (2022), Genger Celik (2020).

Bir Dis Politika Araci olarak Arabuluculuk ve Arabulucunun Motivasyonlari

Arabuluculuk motivasyonlari barigt saglama, gii¢ elde etme, savunma ve ¢ikarlar, yumusak
gli¢, prestij, itibar elde etme ve ahlaki sorumluluklar gibi farkli ama¢ ve motivasyonlarla
sekillenebilse de hangi stratejinin en ¢ok kullanildigi ve hangisinin en etkili oldugu konusunda bir
fikir birligi bulunmamaktadir. (Wallensteen & Svensson, 2014). Catisma c¢oziimlerinde ve
arabuluculukta ana hedef bolgesel ve uluslararasi baris1 saglamak olsa da iilkeler kendi maddi
c¢ikarlar1 ve hedefleri dogrultusunda arabuluculuk girisimlerinde bulunabilmektedir. Arabuluculuk
iilkelerin dis politikadaki ¢ikarlarin1 korumak, savunmak ve artirmak amactyla oldugu gibi bir
iilkenin bir bagka iilke, bolge ya da ¢atigsma alani iizerindeki gii¢ ve niifuz elde etme rekabetinden ve
miicadelesinin sonucu olarak da gergeklesebilmektedir. (Touval & Zartman,1996). Arabulucu tilke
basarili bir arabuluculuk sonunda sadece catismanin diger taraflarindan degil tiim uluslararasi
kamuoyu nezdinde bir prestij, itibar elde etmek isteyebilmektedir. (Bercovitch, ,1996) Devletler
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bazen tiim bu motivasyonlar: tek tek ya da birkagim ayni anda tastyabilmektedir. (Touval,2003, 5.92)
Ote yandan her kosulda bu rolii iistlenmesi arabulucuya siiregte giiclii bir statii, ¢ikarlarinin korunmasi
ve artirtlmasi bakimindan fayda saglamaktadir. (Mitchell, 1988, 5.29-51)

Arabuluculunun hedefleri, bir catigsmadaki tiglinciil bir konu iizerinde anlasmaya varmak gibi
en dar amagclardan, ihtilafli tiim konularin tam ¢6ziimiine kadar degisebilir. Ateskes ise
arabuluculugun bir catismay1 basarili bir sekilde yonetmeye yardimci olabilecegi bir diger yoldur.
(Diehl&Greig, 2013, s.11) Ugiincii bir taraf, savasan iki devlet arasinda esir degisimi konusunda bir
anlagmaya aracilik edebilir. Buna Tiirkiye’nin arabuluculugunda Ukrayna ve Rusya arasindaki
savasta yapilan esir takasi 6rnek verilebilir. Esir takasi, gecici ateskes gibi siiregler nihai olarak
mevcut catigsmay1 sona erdirmese de taraflarin seceneklerini yeniden gézden gegirmesi i¢cin onlara
zaman kazandirir ve anlagmazliklarini ¢6zmek icin daha barisgil yollara yonelmesine igin yeni
se¢enckler sunabilmektedir.

Arabuluculuk, dis politika ve yumusak gii¢ literatiiriine daha yakindan bakildiginda ise
Tiirkiye, Katar, Pakistan gibi orta biiyiikliikte giiclerin bu alandaki varliginin artmasi ile son yillarda
bu konuda yapilan calismalarin arttigi goriilmektedir. (Khatib,2013). Bu caligmalar igerisinde
arabuluculugun dis politika hedeflerine ulasmada bir ara¢ olarak hizmet ettigini, bu hedef ve
araclardaki doniisiimlerin incelenmesi gerektigini savunan goriisler, arabuluculuga uluslararasi
politika baglaminda salt bir ¢alisma olarak degil bizatihi dig politikanin bir pargasi olarak
yaklagsmaktadir. (Touval, 2003) Arabuluculugun dis politikanin bir parcasi olarak ele alinmasi ise
bu alanin daha genis stratejik eylem gercevesine tasimasina imkan vermektedir. (Touval, 2003, 5.93)

Ote yandan siyasi bir siire¢ olarak uluslararasi arabuluculuk; arabulucunun goniillii
girisimciligi, catigan taraflarin beklentileri dogrultusunda goniillii bir bigimde arabuluculugu kabul
etmesi, arabulucunun etkisini kullanarak catisma dinamiklerini degistirebilme potansiyeli ile ortaya
cikmaktadir. (Diehl&Greig,2013,s.2). Arabulucunun taraflarin  kendi baglarma bulamadiklar
¢ozlimleri bulmalarma yardimce1 olmasi gibi unsurlar1 igermesi, arabuluculugun 6ziinde fiziksel giice
veya hukuk otoritesine bagvurmadan farkliliklar1 ¢6zmeyi amaglayan birincil bir diplomatik arag
oldugunu gostermektedir. (Vukovi¢,.2014,s. 61-80)

Ote yandan arabuluculuk arabulucu igin bir fedakarlik, sabir ve dayanikhilik gerektirmektedir.
Bariscil bir gelecek 06ngérmek ve anlagmazlik yasayanlarm iginde bulunduklart ¢6ziimsiiz
catismalardan kurtulmalarma yardimci olmak ahlaki bir hayal giicli, fedakarlik ve baglilik
gerektirmektedir. (Lederach, 2010). Arabuluculugun yargilayici olmamasi, ¢atigsmanin tarafi iilkelerin
ozerklik, egemenlik ve bagimsizliklarini koruma ilkesine dayanmasi da adalet ve mesruiyet
karinerilerini gili¢lendirmektedir. Catisan taraflara daha iyi bir sonu¢ umudu sunarak nihai karar
yetkisini onlara birakmaktadir (Bercovitch, 2011). Bu 6zellikler, arabuluculugu inat¢1 bir ¢atismadaki
taraflar i¢in ¢ekici kilmaktadir.

Bir ¢atigma ¢6ziimiinde ligiincii tarafin arabuluculuk yapma istegi, gii¢ siyaseti baglaminda
tanimlanan diger nedenlerle de i¢ ice gecmistir. Bu nedenleri anlamak i¢in, maliyet-fayda
degerlendirmelerini kullanan rasyonel aktor yaklasimi en agiklayici olanidir. Bu yaklasima gore
arabulucular, catisma etrafindaki iligkilerin gidisatinda, sonuglariyla da bir O6lglide ilgilenen
oyunculardir. Arabuluculugun gerektirdigi 6nemli siyasi, ahlaki ve maddi kaynak yatirimi ve
arabulucularin kendilerini maruz biraktiklari riskler g6z oniine alindiginda, arabuluculugun giidii ve
motivasyonlar: hem ¢ikarlarda hem de dirtiilerde aranmalidir. Arabuluculuk motivasyonlar1 genel
olarak gore maddi-¢ikar odakli, niifuz-etki odakli, jeopolitik-giivenlik odakli, ahlaki-normatif, statii
ve itibar odakli olarak alt1 temel kategoriye ayrilmaktadir. (Mitchell, 1988, s.29) Zartman ve Touval
da bir arabulucu tlilkenin motivasyonlarini; ¢ikarlar temelli, etkiyi genisletme ve insani amagli, statii
elde etme ve itibar/prestij kazanma amacl olarak kategorize etmektedir. (Zartman&Touval, 1985,
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$.27-45) Bu makalede arabuluculugun ahlaki-normatif, yumusak giic-etki, statii-itibar odakli
motivasyonlari ele alinmistir.

Yumusak Gii¢ ve Etki Odakli Motivasyonlar

Zorlama olmaksizin goniilleri ve zihinleri kazanmak olarak tanimlanan yumusak gii¢, en
onemli yeteneklerinden biri olarak iknaya dayanir. Basarili bir arabulucunun ¢atisan taraflarla giiven
insa etmesi, ikna yontemini kullanmasi ve uluslararasi arenada mesru ve 6nde gelen bir iilke olarak
taninma ve prestij kazanmasi, tiim bunlar1 giic kullanmadan basarmas1 durumunda, arabuluculuk
daha da giiglenmektedir. Bu agidan, arabuluculuk, arabuluculuk yapan iilkeye baris1 tesvik eden bir
aktor olarak prestij kazandirarak yumusak giiciinii artirmaktadir.

Bir arabulucu iilke ya da lider, uluslararasi alanda “kiiresel bir sorun ¢oziicii aktor, lider ve
tilke” algilarimi gelistirmek isteyebilmekte ve bunun sonucunda da hedef kamuoylar1 nezdinde etki,
niifuz ve yumusak gii¢ hedeflemektedir. Touval, bir dis politika arac1 olarak gordiigii arabuluculugun
biiyiik iilkeler nezdinde gilivenlik ve istikrar gibi maddi c¢ikarlara ulagmak hedefi ile
gergeklestirildigini  belirtirken, Bercovitch bir arabulucu devletin catismadaki taraflar igin
vazgecilmez hale gelerek veya taraflardan birinin veya her ikisinin minnettarli§ini ve iyi niyetini
kazanarak kendi niifuzunu genigletmenin ve artirmanin bir yolu olarak da gorebilecegini ifade
etmektedir. (Bercovitch, 2011, s.140) Bir iilkenin uluslararasi itibar1 genellikle "yabanci bir iilkenin
imajinin kolektif yargilar" olarak tamimlanmaktadir. (Wang, 2006, s.92) Bu nedenle, bir iilkenin
diger iilkeler nezdinde nasil goriildiigli bu a¢idan diger uluslarla olan diplomatik iliskilerinde biiyiik
bir etki yaratmaktadir. Bu fark arabulucu bir iilkenin i¢in uluslararasi siyaseti etkileme yetenegini
dogrudan belirleyebilmektedir.

Arabulucular ayn1 zamanda tarafsiz bir kolaylastirici degil, bu alanda kendi kaynaklarini ve
niifuzunu kullananan ve bunu genellikle kendi dis politika hedefleriyle uyumlu olarak gergeklestiren
ve sonuglari sekillendirmeye ¢alisan aktif ve girisimci oyunculardir. (Vukovi¢,2014) Dolayisiyla,
arabuluculugun yumusak gii¢ {lizerindeki etkisini analiz ederken, onun dis politika aract olma
niteligini de goz Oniinde bulundurmak gerekmektedir. (Touval,1992, s.232-248) Arabulucular
kendilerine ¢esitli roller ve yaklagimlar benimseyebilir. (Bercovitch, 1997, s.125) Bu durum hem
yumusak giic hem de ulusal imaj baglaminda, devletlerin kendilerine dis politikalari iizerinden
uluslararasi alanda tercih ettikleri rol kimlikleri ve bu kimlikler iizerinden statii insas1 arzular1 ve
tercihleri ile de paralellik arz etmektedir.

Arabuluculugun etkiyi genigletme ve artirma motivasyonu baglaminda bir arabulucu tilke bir
catismadaki taraflardan birinin veya her ikisinin de minnettarligin1 kazanmay1 umabilir; bunu ya
catismadan ¢ikmalarina yardimer olarak ya da taraflardan birinin aksi takdirde elde edilebilecek
olandan daha iyi sartlar elde etmesine destek olarak yapabilir. Elbette, arabulucu tiim giiclinii bir
tarafa veremez, ancak iki taraf arasindaki miizakerelere katilimini zorunlu kilarak ve her bir tarafi
diger taraftan bir sey istediginde arabulucuya bagimli hale getirerek kendi etkisini artirabilir.
Arabulucular ayrica, varilan herhangi bir anlagmanin garantorleri haline gelerek de etkilerini
artirabilirler. Bu duruma 6rnek olarak Tiirkiye BM ile birlikte Ukrayna-Rusya arasinda yapilan Tahil
Anlagmasi’ndaki iki arabuluculuktan biridir ve siiregte anlasmanin garantorii olarak da yer almistir.
Tiirkiye gibi arabulucular istikrar olasiligimi artiracak, rakiplerinin miidahale firsatlarin1 ortadan
kaldiracak, taraflardan birinin veya her ikisinin minnettarligin1 kazanacak veya iki rakip arasindaki
iligkilerde "s6z sahibi olmaya" devam etmelerini saglayacak kosullar1 olusturabilmektedir.

Taraflar lizerinde siyasi etkiyi ve mesruiyeti artirma, ¢atisan taraflar ve aktorler nezdinde
niifuz kazanma gibi hedefleri olan motivasyonlar basarili ile sonu¢landiginda uluslararasi
arabuluculuk alaninda “arabuluculukta lider iilke” imaji1, ulusal alanda da dis politika mesruiyetinin
artirtlmasi, diplomatik niifuz ve yumusak gii¢ kapasitelerinin gii¢clenecegi diistiniilmektedir. Maddi
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kazanmimlardan ziyade algilar1 sekillendirmek, prestij kazanmak ve siyasi niifuzu artirmak bu
motivasyonlarin temelini olusturmaktadir. (Mitchell, 1988) Zartman ve Touval’da arabulucunun etki
giiciinii genisletme ve itibar kazanmaya doniikk motivasyonlarina vurgu yapmaktadir.
(Zartman&Touval,1985) Norveg, Finlandiya, Isveg gibi iilkeler 6zellikle Soguk Savas sonrasi
catisma ¢oziimlerinde ve arabuluculukta bu motivasyonlarla 6n plana ¢ikmistir. Bu {ilkelerin yerini
son yillarda Tiirkiye, Pakistan, Giiney Afrika, Katar gibi iilkeler almis; arabuluculuk girisimlerinde
etki, yumusak gii¢ kazanimy, itibar motivasyonlarinin 6nemli bir yer teskil ettigi goriilmektedir. Son
yillarda Ozellikle Tiirkiye, Katar ve Pakistan gibi bolgesel giiclerin aldiklar1 arabuluculuk
inisiyatifleri ile Istanbul, Doha ve Islamabad birer diplomasi markas1 ve merkezi haline gelmistir.
Katar’in Gazze’de ateskesin saglanmasinda Hamas-Israil gériismelerinde arabuluculuk ¢abalari,
Pakistan’in ABD-Iran arasindaki savastaki arabuluculugu, Tiirkiye’nin Rusya-Ukrayna arasinda cok
sayida goriismeye ev sahipligi yapmasi bolgesel ve orta biiylikliikte giiclerin nasil kiiresel etki
yaratabildigine ¢arpici 6rneklerdir.

Tablo 1. Bercovitch- Mitchell Arabuluculuk Motivasyonlari®

Christopher Mitchell

Jacob Bercovitch

Ana Odak

Ugiincii Taraf Arabuluculugunun
Nedenleri ve Motivasyonlari

Basarili  bir  Arabuluculugun
kosullar

Motivasyon Cercevesi

Aragsal-Cikar  Odakli, Niifuz,
Iligkiler, Ittifaklarin Korunmasi,
Yumusgak Gii¢, Normatif, Ahlaki

Arabulucunun ¢ikarlari, stratejik
endiseleri ve ihtiyaclar1

ve Insani Temelli

Mo.t 1vasy0nlqr iy tarafsizhig: Tarafsizlik sart degildir;
derinden sekillendirir; tarafsizlik " >
. o arabulucular 6nyargili olabilirler
Tarafsizhk/Nétr Olma ¢ogu zaman karisik . 7
. ve niifuz sahibi olduklarinda
motivasyonlar tarafindan

tehlikeye atilir basarili olabilirler

Devletler, Uluslararas1 Orgiitler, Oncelikle devlet merkezlidir:

Aktor Tiri Sl.Vll Toplum - Kuruluslartve uluslararasi krizlere odaklanir
Bireyler.
Motivasyonlar arabulucunun | Basar1  arabulucunun siirece
Uveulamalar: tarzini (kolaylastirict, | neden dahil olduguna degil,
ye manipiilatif, formiilatif) | arabulucunun davranigia
sekillendirir baglidir
Yaklasim Daha normatif ve yorumlayici Daha “ampirik ve - gii¢-politigi

yaklasimi

3 Bercovitch, J. (Ed.). (1992). Mediation in international relations: Multiple approaches to conflict management. St.
Martin’s Press.; Bercovitch, J., & Gartner, S. S. (Eds.). (2009). International conflict mediation: New approaches and
findings. Routledge.s.; Bercovitch, J., & Lee, S.-M. (2003). Mediating international conflicts: Examining the effectiveness
of directive strategies. International Journal of Peace Studies, 8(1), 1-17.; Mitchell, C. (1988), "The Motives for
Mediation" in C. Mitchell and K. Webb (eds.), New Approaches to International Mediation, New York, Greenwood Press,
29-51; Mitchell, C. R. (1988). The motives for mediation. International Negotiation, 3(1), 1-21.
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Ahlék ve Degerler Odakli Normatif Motivasyonlar ve Kazanilan Mesruiyet

Bir arabulucu aktoriin maddi ¢ikarlar ve yumusak giic temelli motivasyonlarinin diginda
normatif alamda insani ve ahlaki degerleri 6nceledigi, uluslararasi alanda barisin tesisi ve uyumu,
demokratik ve evrensel ilkeleri koruma ve siirdiirme gibi normatif giidiiler lizerinden de hareket ettigi
goriilmektedir. (Bercovitch, 2011, ss.15-33:35-92) Basarili bir arabuluculugun sonunda arabulucu
iilke giiclii bir ahlaki otorite haline gelebilmektedir. Siddeti sona erdirmeye, acty1 hafifletmeye ve
baris anlagmalar1 kurmaya somut bir sekilde katkida bulunmak arabulucuya 6nemli bir ahlaki durus
kazandirmaktadir. (Zhomartkyzy, 2023) Bu motivasyona sahip arabulucular, ¢catigmalart miidahaleyi
insani ve ahlaki sorumluluk olarak gérmektedir. (Diehl&Greig, 2013, s.79) Ugiincii taraf
arabulucular ahlaki bir yiikiimliiliik olarak gordiikleri catismalarda insani diplomasiyi 6nceleyerek
savasin yarattigi insani krizleri ve oncelikli olarak sivil 6liimlerini durdurmay1 ve ¢atismalarin 6niine
geemeyi hedeflemektedir. Demokratik degerleri onceleyen bu iilkeler arabulucu olarak hareket
ettiklerinde, siddet icermeyen ¢atigma ¢oziimiine bagli, uzlasma, diyalog ve uluslararasi normlara
uyum gibi degerleri de yansitmaktadir. (Bohmelt, 2021, s.455)

Genel bir gekicilik yaratmasinin yaninda, arabuluculugun normatif motivasyonlar1 6zellikle
bir iilkenin uluslararas: sistemdeki algilanan mesruiyetini ve ahlaki otoritesini giiclendirmektedir.
Catisma icinde firsat yaratmak ahlaki, elestirel ve sdylemsel bir giice sahiptir ve bu Zartman’in
'ahlaki otoritenin' arabuluculukta 6nemli bir gii¢ kaynagi olabilecegi yoniindeki tespitiyle uyumludur.
Boylelikle arabuluculuk siireci mesruiyete katkida bulunmakta ve arabuluculuk yapan bir iilke tek
tarafli eylem veya gii¢ yerine rizaya dayali, zorlayici olmayan bir yontem (Nagel&Clayton,2017, s.3)
secmektedir. Arabulucu iilke ¢atisan taraflarin 6zerkligine saygi duydugunu ve anlagmazliklarin
barigcil bir sekilde ¢oziilmesini destekleyen uluslararasi normlara uydugunu gdstermektedir.
(Londofio, 2003) Bu prosediirel mesruiyet, zorlayict miidahalelerle iliskilendirilen olumsuz algilarla
bir tezat olusturarak arabulucuyu sorumlu bir uluslararasi aktoér olarak konumlandirmaktadir. Bu
anlamda ¢atigmalarin barig¢il ¢6ziimii yoniindeki tiim gabalar uluslararasi normlarla da uyumludur.
(Londofio, 2003) Barisa bagli sorumlu bir paydas olarak hareket etmek, arabulucunun dis
politikasinin algilanan mesruiyetini ve ahlaki otoritesini artirmaktadir. Uluslararas1 hukuka ve barisa
baglilik gostermek, kiiresel ve bolgesel barisin temini ve tesisi konusunda inisiyatif almak da o
iilkenin itibar1 yiikselten bir faktordiir. Buna son yillarda Tiirkiye ve Katar’in son yillarda evsahipligi
yaptiklari uluslararasi organizasyonlar, barig goriismeleri, arabuluculuk zirveleri 6rnek gosterilebilir.
Tiirkiye ve Katar’in son yillarda yumusak giic endekslerindeki artan performanslarinda bu
girisimlerinin rolii bulunmaktadir. (International Investment, 2025)

Ote yandan arabuluculuk faaliyetinin artirilmis mesruiyete doniistiiriilmesi her zaman
miimkiin degildir. Arabuluculuk normatif motivasyonlarla uyumlu olsa da siklikla bolgesel istikrar
endiselerinden dolay1 jeopolitik veya ekonomik motivasyon ve cikarlar Oncelenebilmektedir.
(Bercovitch, 2004) Bu ¢ikarlarin, ¢atisan taraflar veya etkili gdzlemciler tarafindan oncelikli itici giic
olarak algilanmasi halinde arabulucunun mesruiyeti zayiflayabilmektedir. Bu durumda bir
arabulucunun siddeti 6diillendirdigi, kapsayiciliktan yoksun oldugu veya dis aktorler tarafindan
manipiile edildigi goriiliirse mesruiyetlerine yonelik zorluklarla karsi karsiya kalabilmektedir.
(Arnold,2014) Buna 6rnek olarak; Norveg'in Sri Lanka-Tamil ilam Kurtulus Kaplanlari (LTTE)
arasinda yiiriittiigii arabuluculugunda (2000-2009) karsilagtigt zorluklar verilebilir. Siirecin
basarisiziliginda arabulucu iilke Norveg’in hem arabulucu hem de ateskes gézlem mekanizmasinin
lideri olarak tarafsizlig1 saglayamadig1 degerlendirmelerine neden olmus, miizakereler ¢cokmiis ve
siire¢ basarisizlikla sonuglanmistir. (Nissen, 2021) Bu nedenle, arabuluculuga katilan devletler
hassas bir dengede ilerlemelidir. Ulusal ¢ikarlarin gozetilmesi beklenirken, arabuluculuk siirecinin
temelde adil ve seffaf olarak algilanmasi ve uygulanabilir bir barisa ulagsma taahhiidiiniin gergek
olmasi ve mesruiyetinin siireklilik arz etmesi biiyiilk 6nem tasimaktadir. Zira iilkeler gii¢lerini
baskalariin goziinde mesrulastirdiklar1 zaman daha az direngle karsilasmaktadir. Arabulucu tlilke
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diger iilkelerin faaliyetlerini onun istedigi bigimde yonlendirilmesine ya da sinirlandirmasina tesvik
eden kurallara riayet etmesi halinde kendisine maliyet {iretecek bir havug ya da sopaya stratejesine
de ihtiya¢ kalmamaktadir. (Nye, 2017a, s.30-31) Arabuluculuk her halilkarda ahlaki otorite ve
mesruiyet sagladig siirece bir iilke i¢in yumusak gii¢ ve itibar iiretebilmektedir.

Arabuluculukta Beceri ve Yetkinligin Etkiye Doniisiimii

Uluslararasi arabuluculuk ayni zamanda 6nemli beceri ve yeterlilik gerektiren zorlu bir
diplomatik uygulamadir. Coziimii zor ¢atigsmalar ve karmasik siirecleri basarili bir sekilde yiiriitmek;
miizakere, iletigim, stratejik diisiinme ve kiiltiirlerarasi anlayista uzmanlik, yetkinlik sahibi olmak bir
devletin diplomatik yetenegini ve kapasitelerini sergilemektedir. (Zhormartkyzy,2023) Tutarli ve
becerikli diplomatik uygulamalar ise dolayli olarak bir tilkenin uluslararasi alandaki kiiltiirel etkisine
katkida bulunabilmektedir.

Arabuluculukta yetkin, adil ve etkili diplomasiye iligkin bir imaj ve bilinirlik, bir ulusun
algilanan kimliginin veya 'isleri yapma bi¢iminin' bir parcasi haline gelebilmektedir. Diplomatik
beceri ve yapici uluslararasi angajman imaji kendi bagina ¢ekici olabilir ve bu da o iilkenin ve ulusun
yetenekli ve saygin bir kiiresel aktor olarak genel kiiltiirel cazibesini artirabilmektedir.
(Zhomartzkyzy,2023,s.74)

Ayrica, yetenekli ve etkili bir arabulucu olarak tanmirlik kazanmak, arabulucu iilkeye
uluslararast forumlarda daha fazla erisim ve etki saglayabilmektedir. Tiirkiye’nin 6zellikle Rusya-
Ukrayna savasindaki arabuluculuk girigsimlerinin birgok diplomatik kazanimi olmus; Tiirkiye Gazze
ateskes anlagmasinda garantorliige davet edilmis, NATO Liderler Zirvesi ve COP-31 gibi prestijli
uluslararasi ve diplomatik organizasyonlara ev sahipligi yapma imkani bulmus ve uluslararasi alanda
arabuluculuk ve ¢atigma ¢dzlimlerindeki rolii ve itibar1 adina kazanimlar saglamistir.

Giivenilir ve yetenekli bir sorun ¢oziicii olarak goriilmek, bir ulusun diplomatik niifuzunu ve
cok tarafli ortamlarda giindemleri ve sonuglari sekillendirme yetenegini artirmaktadir. Bagkalariin
¢Ozemedigi veya ¢ozmek istemedigi karmasik ¢atigmalar1 basariyla ele alarak, arabuluculuk yapan
bir devlet kendini bolgesel veya kiiresel meselelerde vazgegilmez bir aktor olarak konumlandirabilir,
etkisini ve 6nemini daha da saglamlagtirabilmektedir.

Arabuluculukta Giivenilirlik ve Adalet Algisi

Uluslararasi iliskilerde oldugu gibi arabuluculuk siireglerinde de giivenilirlik en 6nemli
ilkedir. Giivenilir bir arabulucu olmak etkili diplomasi ve itibarm da temelini olusturmaktadir.
Basarili arabuluculuk catigan taraflarla oncelikli olarak karsilikli giiven insa etmeyi gerektirir.
(Wallenstein& Svensson, 2014) Taraflar arasinda diyalogu kolaylastirarak, hassas bilgileri ele alarak
ve taraflarin anlagmalara varmasina ve bunlar1 uygulamasina yardimci olarak, bir arabulucu devlet
giivenilirlik, diiriistliik ve taahhiitlerine baglilik konusunda bir itibar olusturmaktadir. Bir arabulucu,
kabul edilebilir ve etkili olmak i¢in catigsan taraflarin giivenini kazanmalidir. (Heemsbergen &
Siniver, 2011). Arabuluculuk siireciyle kazanilan bu giiven disariya dogru yayilmaktadir. Olaylar
gbzlemleyen daha genis uluslararasi toplumun gdziinde arabulucunun giivenilirligi ve mesruiyeti de
artmaktadir. Bu anlamda arabuluculukta hem siirecin hem de sonucun mesruiyet merkezinde giiven
vardir.

Arabuluculugun giiven olusturma mekanizmasi, eylem yoluyla da bu olumlu nitelikleri
gdstermeyi igerir. Baris, adalet ve baglilik gibi evrensel olarak deger verilen ilkelerle uyumlu tutarls,
seffaf uygulanabilir oldugunda arabulucu iilke gii¢lii bir etkilegsim ile olumlu algilar1 giiglendirmekte
bu da kendisine olan giiveni beslemektedir. (British Council, 2022) Basarili arabuluculuk, bu
niteliklerin giiglii bir sekilde goriinmesini saglayarak, uluslararasi giiven ve giivenilirlik gelistirmek
icin potansiyel olarak etkili bir ara¢ haline gelmektedir.
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Arabulucu siire¢ boyunca verilen taahhiitleri yerine getirirken, adaleti de 6nermektedir. Adil
bir arabulucunun ilgili taraflar i¢in kabul edilebilir bir sonucu kolaylastirdig: diistiniilmektedir. Bu
baglamda bolgesel aktorlerin miidahalesi genellikle uzak giiclerin miidahalesinden daha mesru ve
adil olarak gériilmektedir (Butcher, 2019, ss. 41-46). Ozellikle bat1 dis1 diinyada ve kiiresel giiney
aktorleri arasinda batili ve kolonyal gegmisi olan aktorlere kiyasla bu tilkelerin daha giivenilir oldugu
diistiniilmektedir. Catisan iilkelerin egemenlige saygi, askeri miidahalelere mesafeli durus, alternatif
diplomatik modelleri tegvik etme ve adil siire¢ yonetimi gibi kriterlerin arabuluculuk girisimlerinde giiven
duygusunun zeminini giiglendirdigi goriilmiistiir. (Mariani, 2024).

Giliven ve adalet unsurlarmin yaninda basarili arabuluculukla iligkilendirildigi geleneksel
olarak belirtilen diger 6zellikler; arabulucunun catisma hakkindaki bilgisi, fikirlerinin 6zgiinliigi,
karsitlarin pozisyonlarini anlama yetenegi, aktif dinleme, zamanlama duygusu, iletisim becerileri ve
kriz yonetimidir. (Bercovitch& Houston,2000, s.25) Arabuluculugun giiven olusturma mekanizmasi,
eylem yoluyla da bu olumlu nitelikleri gdstermeyi igerir. Barig, adalet ve baglilik gibi evrensel olarak
deger verilen ilkelerle uyumlu tutarli, seffaf uygulanabilir oldugunda, arabulucu iilke giiclii bir
etkilesim ile olumlu algilar1 gii¢lendirir ve giiveni beslemektedir. (British Council, 2022).

Arabulucu Ulke: Ulusal Rol, Statii ve itibar insas1

“Rol”, “statii” ve “itibar” kavramlar1 da d{ilkelerin degisen uluslararasi kosullarda
arabuluculuk motivasyonlarii agiklamaya yardimci olmustur. Le Preste, bir {ilkenin rol taniminin
diinyadaki imajin1 olusturdugunu ve bu roliin de 6niindeki segenekleri etkiledigini belirtmektedir.
(Le Preste, 1997, 5.3-14)) Buzan'a gore de ister siiper giic, biiylik gii¢ ya da bolgesel gii¢ olsun tilkeler
iddialarin1 ve rollerini birbirlerine gére tanimlamaktadir. (Buzan, 2004, s.19)

“Ulusal Rol” kavramu iilkelerin dis politika kimlikleri, karar vericilerinin uluslarimin
uluslararasi sistemde kendileri i¢in belirledikleri konumu, amaci, rolii ve algilarinin toplamini ifade
etmektedir. Esasen, bir iilkenin liderlerinin ve devletlerinin diinyadaki roliinii nasil gordiikleri ve
kendisinden beklenen eylem ve taahhiit tiirleri ile ilgilidir. Bu kavramlar, bir ulusun dis politika
tercihlerini ve kiiresel sahnede diger aktorlerle etkilesimlerini anlamak i¢in bir cergeve
saglamaktadir. (Holsti, 1970, s.294) Buna gore karar vericilerin algilar bir {ilkenin dis politikasini
sekillendirmekten sorumlu olanlarin inanglarina ve anlayislarina dayanmaktadir. Genel karar, kural
ve taahhiitler ise bir devletin uluslararas1 alanda kendisi i¢in uygun gordiigii genis eylem tiirlerini
kapsamaktadir. Bir ulusun kiiresel sistem veya bolgesel alt sistemler icinde yapmasi gereken
algilanan devam eden sorumluluklar1 ve katkilar1 igeren uzun vadeli islevleri bulunmaktadir. Bir
iilkenin uluslararasi alandaki rol kavramlarini anlamak o iilkenin dis politika motivasyonlari, diger
devletlerle tercih ettigi etkilesim bicimleri ve uluslararas: iliskilere genel yaklagimi hakkinda
icgoriiler sunabilmektedir. Holsti, “arabulucu-koprii kurucu” ulusal roliinii de i¢ine alan dort ana
kategoride ulusal rol tiirlerini tanimlamistir. (Holsti, 1970)

Devrim Kalesi: Kendini ideolojik degisimin destekgisi olarak goren bir devlet,
Bolgesel Lider: Cografi alan1 i¢inde baskin bir rol {istlenen bir devlet,

Koprii Kurucu: Farkli bloklar veya ideolojiler arasinda baglanti kurmay1 ve arabuluculuk
yapmay1 amaglayan bir devlet,

Bagimsiz: Ozerkligine 6ncelik veren ve biiyiik giiglerle yakin hizalanmadan kaginan bir
devlet.

Bu kategorizasyona gore iilkeler ve/veya yonetici elitleri, "uluslararasi politikada
kimliklerini onaylayan davranislarini anlaml kilmak i¢in 'lider' veya 'giivenilir miittefik' gibi roller
iistlenmeyi' secebilmektedir. (McCourt, 2011) Bu anlamda bir devletin, aslinda kimlik iddiasinin
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kisaltmas1 olan, temel bir "rol yonelimi"ne sahip oldugu diisiiniilebilir. Bu yonelimler "6zgil ulusal
rol anlayiglar1” olarak da tanimlanmaktadir. (Gaskarth, 2014, s.42-65)

Ozellikle Birinci ve Ikinci Diinya Savasi, dekolonizasyon, Soguk Savas’in bitimi gibi tarihi
stireclerde iilkelerin eski ulusal kimliklerini, somiirge ve/veya sOmiirgeci gecmislerini geride
birakarak yeni bir ulusal kimlik ile temsili ve taninmasini saglamak ve mesruiyet arayisinda oldugu
gorlilmektedir (Peterson, 2006, s. 733). Bu durum bir {ilkenin itibar yénetimi ve ulus markalama
motivasyonlarinin kiiltiirel ve diplomatik nedenleri arasinda da goriilmektedir. (Browning, 2023)

Arabulucu bir {ilkenin ulusal rol taniminda diplomatik motivasyonlarla hareket edildiginde,
bu yumusak gilic motivasyonlari ile de yakindan uyumludur (Clerc & Glover, 2015, ss. 13-17).
Ulkelerin diplomatik rollerinin mantiga bakildiginda; uluslararasi alanda “arabulucu”, “baris
insacis1”, “kolaylastiric1”, “barig elgisi” olarak konumlanmaya ¢alisan, bundan mesruiyet, statii ve
jeopolitik faydalar saglamay1 amaglayan devletler iilkeler ¢cekmektedir (Dal, 2020, ss. 1-15). Diger
yandan uluslararasi sistemde mesru bir aktor olarak goriilmeyen ve taninmayan Kuzey Kore’nin bile
diinya siyasetinde farkli bir rol olusturmak amaciyla kendisine bictigi “Amerikan emperyalizmine
kars1 bir savunucu” bir kimlik ile 6n plana ¢ikmaya calistigl goriilmektedir. (Cho, 2017). Rusya
SSCB’nin dagilmasi sonrasi arzuladigi biiyiik gii¢ statiisiinii yeniden devam ettirmek icin diplomatik
motivasyonlar1 kullanmis; kiiresellesme siirecinde rekabetten pay alabilmek icin kendisini yatirima
acik, serbest piyasa ekonomisine uyumlu bir devlet olarak sunmus ve ekonomik motivasyonlarinit
isletmistir (Clerc & Glover, 2015, ss. 13-17).

Statii ingas1 ise hem bir iilkenin hak ve yiikiimliiliiklerinin fiilen yerine getirilmesiyle ilgili
prosediirel bir unsura hem de degerler, kimlik ve o iilkenin kolektif inanglarinin giivence altina
alimmasinda 6nemli bir role sahiptir. (Larson&Wollforth, 2014) Bir konumlandirmanin sonucu
olarak hem maddi hem de sosyal anlamda baskalarinin gdsterdigi saygi ile ilgilidir. (Kemper, 2011)
Dis politikada “Statii” arayisi ise somut faydalar sagladigi i¢in bash basina bir amag¢ olarak
goriilebilir; ancak bu tiir bir aragsalligin altinda giiglii bir siyasi ve psikolojik motivasyon
bulunmaktadir. Yiiksek bir statii deneyimlemis bir devlet, genellikle ve siirekli bir 6z-tanimlama
eylemi olarak biiyiikliigli hedefler; buna karsin gerileme ve zayiflig1 reddetmektedir. (Hagstrom,
2021, 5.331-342) ABD ve Cin gibi biiyiik gii¢lerin kiiresel pandemi COVID déneminde uluslararasi
kamuoyu nezdinde kiiresel is birligi ve ¢0ziim iiretiminde yetersiz goriilmelerine ragmen
zayifliklarin1 reddetmeleri buna en belirgin 6rneklerden biridir.

Ote yandan statii, bir iilkenin sahip oldugu yeteneklerden kaynaklanir, ancak o devletin
baskalar1 tarafindan nasil goriildiigliyle gerceklesir. Duque’nin belirttigi gibi, statii 'temelde
sosyaldir', sosyal olarak inga edilir ve bir taninma meselesidir. (Duque, 2018, s.580) Bu durum bir
iilkeyi “itibar” kavramina olduk¢a yaklastirsa da statli kavrami ile rtiismemektedir. Bir iilkenin
yiiksek bir statiisii ama kotii bir itibar1 da olabilmektedir. Statii ayn1 zamanda uluslararasi orgiitlere
iiyelik ve uluslararasi hukuk kapsamindaki yiikiimliliikler uyarinca tstlenilen ve beklenilen bir tiir
Oz-referanstir. (Bukovansky vd.,2012) Etkili ve giivenilir bir sekilde yerine getirildiginde, bu
sorumluluk ve yiikiimliiliiklerin kapsamu, ilkelere “prestij” saglamakta ve bu da statiiniin etkilerinin
yalnizca gii¢ veya ¢ikarlar tarafindan yonlendirilmedigini anlamaya yardimci olmaktadir.
(MacDonald&Parent, 2021, s.4)

Itibar ise davramgsal bir niteliktir ve baskalarmin 'bir aktdriin ge¢mis davranislarinin
gozlemlenmesiyle bilgilendirilmis bir 6zelligi veya egilimi hakkinda' sahip oldugu 'inanglar'in
toplamidir. (Renshon vd., 2018) Bir devletin itibar1 lekelenirse saygi azalabilir ve sonunda itibar
hasar1 o kadar kronik ve akut hale gelebilir ki statiiniin sosyal unsuru da ortadan kalkabilir.
Keohane'nin 6ne siirdiigii gibi, "iyi bir itibar", bir hiikiimetin avantajli uluslararasi anlagsmalara
girmesini kolaylastirir; bu itibarin zedelenmesi ise anlagmalara varilmasini daha zor hale getirerek o
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iilke igin bir maliyet iiretir". (Keohane, 2005, 5.105) Cull’a gore de bir iilkenin “Itibar Giivenligi”
giiclii ve zayif yonlerine bagh olarak saglanmaktadir. (Cull, 2022)

Arabuluculuk girisimleri ile elde edilen itibarin bir diger sonucu da biiyiik giicler veya
uluslararasi kuruluglar tarafindan verilen resmi diplomatik taninma, itibar veya yiikseltilmis statiidiir.
Katar'm ABD tarafindan NATO Dis1 Biiyiilk Miittefik olarak belirlenmesi, ABD-Taliban
gorlismelerini kolaylastirmadaki roliiyle agikca baglantili olarak, arabuluculuk ¢abalarinin somut
stratejik avantaja donilismesinin baslica 6rnegidir. Bunun yaninda arabulucular yalnizca gatisan
taraflarla degil, ayn1 zamanda ¢atigmaya dahil olan veya ¢atismay1 gézlemleyen diger ilgili devletler,
uluslararasi orgiitler ve hiikiimet dis1 aktorlerle de yakin bir sekilde etkilesim kurmakta ve bu alanda
bir normatif kapasite insa etmektedir. Arabuluculuk stireclerindeki bu yogun etkilesim ve diplomatik
aglar siireci giliclendirmeye hizmet etmektedir. (Rubin&Bercovitch,1994) Arabuluculuk sirasinda
kurulan bu yerlesik iletisim hatlari ve iligkiler arabulucu iilke i¢in gelecekteki diplomatik girisimlerde
is birligini kolaylastirabilmek icin bir kapasite insasidir. Buna bir 6rnek olarak; Tiirkiye ve
Finlandiya’nin girisimleri ile BM nezdinde 2010 yilinda baslatilan “Arabuluculuk Dostlar
Grubu”ndaki katilimci sayis1 53 {iye iilke, BM ve 7 ayr bolgesel-uluslararast kurulugun katilimiyla
61’e ulasmistir. (United Nations, n.d.) Tirkiye’nin Disisleri Bakanligt nezdinde kurdugu
Arabuluculuk Genel Miidiirliigii’de bu kapasite insasina bir diger 6rnektir. (T.C. Disisleri Bakanligi,
n.d.) Tiirkiye, bolgesi ve Otesinde kalici baris, istikrar ve refah ortaminin tesisi igin uluslararasi
sorunlarin barisg1 ¢6ziim yontemlerinden biri olan arabuluculuk alaninda sahadaki girisimlerinin
yaninda, bu orgiitler nezdinde kiiresel 6l¢ekte farkindalik ve kapasite yaratilmasi calismalarinda 6ncii
rol oynamaktadir. Tiirkiye yine bu donemde, yumusak gii¢ ve ulusal marka olusturmada 6ne ¢ikmaya
baslamigtir. Bu durum, Tiirkiye'nin barisgil diplomasiye olan bagliligi ve uluslararasi ¢atigsmalarin
¢Oziimiinde arabulucu olarak {istlendigi dinamik rol sayesinde gerceklesmistir. Kiiresel Yumusak
Gili¢ Endeksi kurulusu Brand Finance Tiirkiye'nin Ortadogu'dan Dogu Avrupa'ya kadar genis bir
bolgedeki etkisini vurgulamaktadir. 2024 yilinda, diplomatik girisimleri ve ev sahipligi yaptigi
uluslararasi etkinlikler sayesinde Tiirkiye’nin, Brand Finance Yumusak Gii¢ Endeksi'nin 2020'deki
baslangicindan bu yana yumusak giicte en 6nemli artis1 gosteren ilk dort iilke arasinda yer aldigi
goriilmektedir. (Brand Finance, 2024a, 2024Db).

“Tyi Ulke” Taksonomisi: Ahliki Boyut ve Arabuluculuk iliskisi

Politika alaninda iilkeler daha giiclii bir itibarin giivence altina alinabilecegi alanlara yonelmekte,
ulusal rol kimligini kiiresel alanda 'iyi giicler' olarak kurgulamaktadir. Bu rol kimlikleri “faydal
miittefikler”, “tarafsiz arabulucular” veya “sistemin korunmasmna katkida bulunanlar” olarak itibar
kazanma seklinde olabilmektedir (Wolforth vd., 2018). Fark edilmeye ve 'gdriilmeye' yapilan bu vurgu,
ulus markalama ve itibar insasmnin kiiltiirel ve diplomatik mantigiyla da &rtiismektedir. Ulkeler reel-
politik cikarlari ve hesaplarnin 6tesinde bir motivasyonla diinya barisi i¢in devreye giren "lyi
Vatandaslar" olarak uluslararasi itibar kazanabilmektedir. (Diehl&Greig,2013, s.82) Bu durum,
Anholt'un Ulus Markalasmasi calismasindaki "lyi Bir Ulke" fikriyle de ortiismektedir (Anholt,
2020). Anholt'un (2020, s. 31) belirttigi gibi, itibarini, ulusal imajimni, kiiresel konumunu ve
mesruiyetini artirmay1 ve ekonomik refaha ulasmayi hedefleyen bir ulus i¢in "iyilik yapmak" bir
gereklilik degil zorunluluktur.

Bu boyuta gore ulusu “ahlaki bir aktor” olarak konumlandirarak, herkesin iyiligi igin ortak olarak
kabul edilen uluslararasi sorunlari 6zverili bir sekilde ele alarak, ¢ekici bir imaj ve olumlu bir tilke markasi
gelistirilmelidir (Anholt, 2020, s. 228). “Iyi Ulke Denklemi™nde bir iilkenin imajimn olumlu yoénde
gelistirilmesi ancak diinya i¢in ¢aligmaktan ve uluslararasi topluluga katkida bulunmaktan, diger iilkeler
ve kuruluglarla ortaklik i¢inde 'bilyiik zorluklarla' miicadele etmekten gegmektedir. Bu denklem aym
zamanda bir ulus markasinin; siyasi motivasyonu, ahlaki sonuglar ve kiiresel sorunlari ¢gozmedeki gercek
etkinligini ortaya cikaran bir katalizor islevi gormektedir. (Anholt, 2020, s. 228). Bu tiirden bir
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yaklasimda, tllkeler “uluslar toplulugunda yararli” ve “iiretken bir rol” {istlendikleri siirece, o ulusun
itibar1, imaj1 ve statiisii de dogru orantili olarak giliglenmektedir. (Anholt, 2020, s. 31). 2005 ile 2011
yillar1 arasinda altmis dort tilkeyle ilgili uluslararasi algilara iliskin on yedi anketin verilerini inceleyen
Anbholt, ulusal statiiniin bir {ilkenin ahlak, estetik, ilgi, sofistikasyon ve dayanliklilik parametrelerinde insa
edilen toplam itibarinin bir sonucu oldugunu 6ne siirmektedir. Aym ¢aligmada, Anholt, Ulus Markalart
Endeksi (NBI-Nation Brands Index) puaniyla en giiclii korelasyona sahip olan parametrenin ise
“insanlarmn tlkeyi ve uluslararasi alandaki davranislarini onaylayrp onaylamadiginin 6lglisii olarak
ahlakin ve o iilkenin insanlik ve gezegen tizerinde olumlu ve ilkeli bir etki yaratip yaratmadigi” oldugu
sonucuna varmistir (Anholt, 2010; Anholt-Ipsos, 2010).

Bu degerlendirmelere ve Olglimlemeler i1s1ginda; insanlarin ¢ekici buldugu, hayranlik
duydugu iilkeler mutlaka en biiyiik, en giiglii ve en zengin iilkeler degildir. Bir {ilkenin diinyaya
sadece kendi ¢ikarlar i¢in degil, insanlik i¢in katkilarda bulunmasi erdemli bir dongiiniin dogal bir
ciktisidir. Esasen bu durum, Chitty’nin “Erdem Merkezli Yumusak Gii¢” tartigmast ile de iyilik ve
erdemli eylemler tizerine ulusal rolii inga eden tilkelerin potansiyel olarak daha ¢ok ilgi goren, goze ¢arpan
ve uluslararasi alanda norm belirleyici bir rol oynayabilecegi Onerileri ile de Ortiigmektedir. Bu
yaklasimlar 15181nda tilkelerin artik tiiketicilerin, turistlerin ve yatirimeilarin yalmizca maddi ve
estetik arzulara hitap etmek yerine, onlarin vicdanlarma ve insanlifa hitap etmeyi amaclayan
normatif boyutlart 6n plana ¢ikmaktadir. Bu boyuta gore iilkeler kendilerini “ahlaki bir aktér” olarak
konumlandirarak, herkesin iyiligi igin ortak olarak kabul edilen uluslararasi sorunlar1 dzverili bir
sekilde ele alarak, cekici bir imaj ve olumlu bir iilke markas: gelistirebilmektedir. (Anholt, 2020,
$.228) Nye'ye gore de bir lilkenin yumusak giicii, kiiltiirliniin ve siyasi degerlerinin baskalar1 igin
cekiciligine ve dis politikasinin algilanan mesruluguna baghidir ve bu da ona ahlaki otorite
kazandirmaktadir. Etkili ve ilkeli bir arabulucu olarak da gii¢lii bir itibar, biitiinsel ulusal marka
imajima olumlu katkida bulunmaktadir. Bu gelistirilmis imaj, diplomatik alanin 6tesinde de somut
faydalar saglayabilmekte ve iilkeyi turizm, yabanci yatirim ve istikrarli, iyi yonetilen ve kiiresel
olarak saygi duyulan yerler arayan diinya vatandaslar i¢in daha g¢ekici hale getirebilmektedir. (The
Place Brand Observer, 2020).

Sekil 1:

Arabuluculuk, Normatif ve Statii Temelli Motivasyonlar, Yumusak Gii¢ Teorik kesisimler ve Iliski
Dongiisu
Kaynak: Yazar tarafindan gelistirildi
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Kavramsal Cercevenin Ac¢iklayici Ulke Ornekleri: Tiirkiye, Katar ve Norve¢

Bu boélimde ele alinan iilke 6rnekleri, sistematik bir vaka analizi veya ampirik bir
karsilastirma amaciyla kullanilmamaistir. Bunun yerine, gelistirilen kavramsal ¢ergevenin agiklayici
iilke 6rnekleri olarak ele alinmgtir.

Biiyiik giiclerin ve uluslararas1 orgiitlerin arabuluculuk alanindaki etkinliginin gittikce
azaldig1 bu donemde orta biiyiikliikte tilkeler ve yiikselen gii¢lerin dis politikalarinda yumusak giic
ve itibar iiretebilecekleri alternatif alanlara yoneldikleri goriilmektedir. Ozellikle bati dis1 diinyada
kolonyal ge¢cmisi de olan geleneksel giiclere kiyasla; iilkelerin egemenlige ve toprak biitlinliigiine
saygili, askeri miidahalelere mesafeli, bulundugu iilkede kazan-kazan temelli alternatif ekonomik ve
diplomatik modelleri tegvik eden {ilkeler arabuluculuk girisimlerinde daha fazla aranilan ve
giivenilen aktorler olmaktadir. (Mariani, 2024) Bu baglamda orta giiglerin diinya sahnesinde
arabuluculuk rolii oynamaya daha uygun oldugu goriisleri literatiirde agirlik kazanmaktadir. Zartman
yiikselen giiclerin arabuluculuk roliine benzersiz bir sekilde uygun oldugunu hatirlatmaktadir.
(Zartman, 2013)

Ilk olarak “orta biiyiikliikte gii¢” tanimlarina bakildiginda; bir devletin uluslararasi
davraniginin, “orta gii¢ diplomasisi” olarak adlandirilan ve uluslararasi sorunlara ¢ok tarafli ¢éztimler
arama, anlagsmazliklarda uzlasma pozisyonlarini benimseme ve diplomasiye rehberlik edecek “iyi
uluslararas1 vatandashk™ kavramlarini benimseme egiliminden olusan bir kavram olarak da
tanimlandig1 goriilmektedir. (Chaudhary & Chaudhary, 2010, s.144).

Orta Biiyiikliikte gii¢lerin arabuluculuk motivasyonlarina bakildiginda; pragmatik, jeopolitik
ve ¢ikar temelli motivasyonla, siyasi niifuz ve yumusak gii¢ odakli motivasyonlarin yani sira, erdem
ve insani merkezli motivasyonlarin 6n plana ¢iktig1 bunlarin bazen tek basina bazen de sartlara ve
baglama gore birlikte sahada oldugu goriilmektedir. Bu iilkelerin arabuluculukta kullandiklari
tesvikler ise genelde ekonomik araglar; yatirimlar, krediler, yeniden yapilanma vaatleri, enerji
anlagmalari, glivenlik is birligi, terérle miicadele, insani yardimlar araciligiyla olmaktadir.

Catigma ¢oziimleri ve arabuluculuk alaninda yiikselen giicleri Brezilya, Cin, Hindistan ve
Tiirkiye ornekleri iizerinden inceleyen Dal’a gore de, son on yilda, ekonomi-ticaret, diplomasi ve
sert ve yumusak gii¢ gibi bir¢ok alanda geleneksel gii¢lerle kiiresel rekabete giren ylikselen giiglerin
statii politikalarinda da 6nemli degisimler yasanmistir (Dal, 2020). Yiikselen giiclerin kiiresel
meselelerdeki maddi gili¢ kaynaklari ve diplomatik niifuzlarindaki gorece artis, diinyanin geri
kalaniyla hem ikili hem de ¢ok tarafli iliskilerine biiyiik ilgi ¢ekmektedir. Bu gii¢lerin Vestfalya'nin
egemen esitlik ve igiglerine karismama normlarina olan baglhliklar1 ve bati egemenligindeki liberal
diizene yonelik siiregelen elestirileri uluslararasi baris ve giivenligin siirdiiriilmesindeki rollerini
kavrama ve inga etme bi¢imlerini etkilemistir. Buna, barisi siirdiirmek ve ¢atigmalar1 6nlemek igin
iistlendikleri uluslararasi sorumluluklar da eklenmis; bu da yiikselen giiglerin uluslararasi
catismalarin yonetiminde aktif olarak yer alma isteklerinin motivasyonunu olusturmustur (Dal, 2020,
s. 3).

Ote yandan orta biiyiikliikte giiclerin diinya meselelerindeki roliine iliskin tartismalarda, bu
giiclerin arabuluculuk ve barig yapma cabalarinin daha ¢ok normatif bir durusa dayandigi ve
yumusak gii¢ elde etme motivasyonu ile olustugu goriisleri mevcuttur. Literatiirde farkli tanim ve
kistaslar one siiriilmiis olmakla birlikte orta biiyiikliikteki tilke; “belirli bir bolgesel sistem igerisinde
gii¢ dagiliminda sinirh etkiye sahip olmakla birlikte kendisini dogrudan etkileyen milli ve bolgesel
giivenlikle alakali konularda biiylik giliclerin tutumlarmi degistirebilmek ve kendi tutumunu
savunabilmek i¢in oldukga ¢esitli gli¢ araclari kullanabilen bir “oyuncu” olarak tanimlanabilmektedir
(Dong-min, 2012). Baris yapma ve arabuluculuk, diger tiim dis politika araglarinda oldugu gibi, bu
tiir aktorlerin ulusal tercihlerini bu normatif motivasyonlar {izerinden gelistirdigi araclardan biridir
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(Beriker, 2016, Beriker, 2017). Cooper, Higgot ve Nossal da “Orta Biiyiikliikkte Giigler” olarak
Kanada ve Avustralya’nin dis politika davramislarini gdzlemleyerek, iic tiir orta giic roli;
"katalizorler", "kolaylastiricilar" ve "yoneticiler" olarak kategorize etmistir. (Cooper, vd. 1993)
Benzer sekilde, “liderlik”, “koruyuculuk ve koruma”, orta giiclerin iglevlerini tanimlayan baska bir
tipoloji olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Bu argiiman orta gii¢lerin ¢atisma ¢ézme roliinii bolgesel
giivenligin elde edilmesinin kosullarindan biri olduguna kadar uzanmaktadir. Holbraad da tek odakli
bir diinya sisteminde orta giiclerin roliiniin biiyiik gii¢lerin tercihleriyle cok siki bir sekilde
sinirlandirildigini belirtmektedir. (Holbraad, 1984)

Orta biiyiikliikteki tilkeler Norveg, Avustralya, Giiney Afrika ve Kanada’nin diinyadaki
etkilerini artirmaya son derece istekli olduklarim1 ve bu amagla etkilerini goriiliir kilacak
arabuluculuk, kolaylastiricilik, insani yardim gibi 0zgiin alanlar “niche areas”, bulduklarim
belirtilmektedir. (Henrikson, 2005) Bu 6zgiin alanlar ‘belirli uluslararasi konularda ya da belirli bir
konuda uluslararas1 koalisyonlar yaratmada katalizor gorevi de gdrmektedir. (Robertson, 2005)
Finlandiya, Norveg ve Isve¢ Soguk Savas sonrasinda dis politika stratejilerinin bir parcasi olarak
arabuluculuk kapasitelerini gelistirmeye biiylik yatirimlar yapmistir. (Norway Ministery of Foreign
Affairs, 2025)

Bir baska orta biiytikliikte giic olan Tiirkiye’nin uluslararasi alanda kiiresel bir arabulucu
aktor olarak roliiniin artmasi ile Soguk Savas sonrasi biiylik gii¢ler ve uluslararasi orgiitlerin bu
alandaki roliiniin azalmasi ile es zamanli gerceklesmistir. Bolgesel ¢atismalar ve anlagmazliklarin
¢cOziimiinde dogan arabulucu boslugunun, Tiirkiyenin bu roliiniin ortaya c¢ikmasinda Onemli
etkenlerden biri oldugu degerlendirilmektedir. Tirkiye'nin bdlgedeki c¢ok sayida c¢atigmaya
arabuluculuk etme gabalar1 esas olarak bolgede etkili arabuluculugun olmamasina da baglanmaktadir
(Tocci, 2011). Bir baska deyisle Tiirkiye, biiyiik gili¢ler tarafindan goz ardi edilen dis politika
araclarii kullanarak ve biyiik giligler tarafindan ele alinmayan sorun alanlarina odaklanarak
uluslararasi etkinligini artirmaya ¢aligmaktadir (Yalgin, 2012). Tiirkiye’nin arabuluculugunu Norveg
gibi iilkelerle benzer bir bigimde orta giic diplomasisi iginde konumlandiran ve arabuluculuk
faaliyetlerinin motivasyonunu yumusak gii¢c arayis1 baglaminda agiklayan goriisler de mevcuttur
(Tank, 2011).

Son yillarda bati dis1 aktorlerin ve 6zellikle Tiirkiye, Katar, Cin, Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri,
(BAE) Suudi Arabistan gibi bolgesel yiikselen giiglerin kiiresel catigsmalarda iistlendikleri arabulucu,
kolaylastirici rolleri ile giderek daha fazla dahil oldugu goriilmektedir. Buna karsin geleneksel batili
arabulucular BM, Isveg, Isvigre, Norveg’in kiiresel krizler ve catismalarin ¢dziimlerinde eskisi kadar
aktif olarak yer almamaktadir. 2025 yilinda yiiriitiilen 53 baris siirecinin en az 20’sinde Cin, Tiirkiye,
Katar, Suudi Arabistan ve BAE yer almistir. (The Economist, 2026) Gegmiste Norveg, son yillarda
ise Tiirkiye ve Katar 6rnekleri arabuluculukta normatif ve statii merkezli motivasyonlarla daha fazla
on plana g¢iktiklar1 goriilmektedir. Tiirkiye ve Katar'in arabuluculuk ¢abalart bu baglamda agikca
giivenilir birer uluslararasi aktor olarak ulusal bir statii olusturma stratejik hedefiyle benzerlikler
tagimaktadir (Naier, 2021).

Tirkiye’nin bolgesel ve kiiresel ¢atigsmalarin ¢éziimiindeki arabuluculuk roli son 20 yilda
artan bir ivme ile daha da belirgin hale gelmistir. Biiyiik giiclerin ve uluslararas1 orgiitlerin
arabuluculuk alanindan ¢ekildigi bu donemde Tiirkiye oOzellikle miicavir bolgesinde ve etki
alanindaki cografyalarda catisma ¢oziimlerinde inisiyatif alan bir dis politika benimsemeye ve
kiiresel aktor rolii arayisina girmeye baglamistir. Bu dondemde Tiirkiye ylikselen giigler arasinda,
uluslararast sorunlarin ve c¢atigsmalarin ¢oziimlerinde ¢ogulculuga ve ¢ok tarafliliga doniisiimiin
uluslararast ve bolgesel orgiitlerin giindemine girmesinde Onciiliik eden aktorlerden birisi haline
gelmistir (Kiraz, 2020). “Tiirkiye Yiizyili” olarak kavramsallagtirilan yeni donemde Tirkiye dis
politikasindaki iddiasinda diplomasi alaninda ve uluslararasi orgiitler nezdindeki arabuluculuk
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girisimleri stratejik bir dis politika araci ve sektor olarak on plana ¢ikmaktadir. (Tiirkiye Yiizyil,
t.y.). Normatif motivasyonlari, insani ve girisimci diplomasiyi dis politikasinin merkezine alarak
sisteme doniik elestiride bulunan, kural koyucu, erdem ve ahldk merkezli bir kiiresel mesajlarla da
bu pozisyonunu tahkim etmektedir.

Tirkiye’nin ¢atisma g¢oziimlerine yaklagiminin zorlayici araglardan daha ¢ok diplomasi,
etkilesim ve diyaloga yer verdigi gozoniinde bulunduruldugunda bu alandaki basarisinin daha ¢ok
yumusak gii¢ kapasitelerine ve diplomasisine dayandigini sdylemek miimkiindiir. Tiirk dis politika
yapicilart bu hedef ve yaklagimlar dogrultusunda iilkenin bolgesel ve kiiresel giindemini ilerletmek
icin genis bir arag¢ yelpazesine sahiptir. Devlet dis1 aktdrler olarak Tiirk STK’lar1, ekonomik ¢ikar
gruplari, insani yardim kuruluslar1 arabuluculuk stireclerinde yardimei aktorler olarak yer almaktadir.
Ozellikle Afrika kitasindaki insani ve kalkinma yardimlari, ekonomik yatirimlari, askeri destegi ve
diplomatik etkinligi ile arabuluculuk girigimlerine giiglii ve biitlinciil bir zemin olusturmaktadir. Tim
bu aktorler Tiirk dis politika yapicilarimin yeni yumusak gilic araglart olarak adlandirilmis ve
Tiirkiye'nin kiiltiirel diplomasi, insani ve kalkinma yardimlari, barig insast ve arabuluculuk
alanlarinda 6nemli bir rol oynamaya baslamistir (Altunigik, 2022). Tiirk STK'lar1 ve ticari kuruluslar
Tiirkiye’nin ¢atigma bdlgelerindeki taraflarin ve sivil toplumun birgok kesimi nezdinde mesru bir
aktor olarak algilanmasinin oniinii agmistir (Fidan, 2010).

Tirkiye’nin arabuluculuk girisimleri, bir yandan uluslararasi alandaki rol ve statii ingasinin
ve hedefinin parcasi olmus, diger yandan da bolgesel krizler karsisinda daha ¢ok niifuzunu ve
cikarlarin1 koruma aracina doniismiistiir. Bu siireclerde jeopolitik giivenlik 6ncelikleri arabuluculuk
alaninda yer yer bagimsiz hareket etme kapasitesini sinirlamistir. srail-Suriye gériismeleri ve Arap
Bahari siireci, Tiirkiye’nin arabuluculuk kapasitesinin sinirlarini ortaya koymus, Orta Dogu ve Kuzey
Afrika’daki Halk ayaklanmalar siirecinde ve sonrasinda dis politikasinda giivenlik ¢ikarlar1 geregi
yer yer sahada zorlayici ve sert gii¢ araglarini kullanmak durumunda kalmaistir.

Tirkiye’nin dig politika davraniglar1 ve arabuluculugu gézoniinde bulunduruldugunda “orta
gii¢” rolleri arasinda “kolaylastiricilik” karekteristigi ve yumusak gilic motivasyonlari 6n plana
cikmaktadir. Hem dogu hem de batinin iginde bir aktor olarak her iki tarafi bir araya getirebilen ve
bat1 dis1 diinyanin, kiiresel giineyin sorunlarina ¢éziim gelistirebilme kapasitesine sahip olan Tiirkiye,
Suriye ve Ukrayna’daki savaslardaki proaktif dig politikasin1 ve Afrika’daki uzun yillara dayanan
yumusak gii¢ yatirimlarini giivenilir, adil arabulucu ¢ercevesinde sunmaktadir. Tiirkiye’ye bu alanda
prestij ve statli kazandiran 6nemli organizasyonlar 2010 yilinda Tiirkiye ve Finlandiya, BM ve
bolgesel kuruluslarin arabuluculuk alanindaki c¢abalarini  destekleyen {ilkeden olusan bir
"Arabuluculuk Dostlar1 Grubu" olmustur (UN Peacemaker, t.y.).

Ote yandan arabuluculuk Tiirkiye ve Tiirk dis politikasi igin teknik bir catisma ¢oziimii
yontemi olmaktan Otede bir c¢ergevede sunulmaktadir. Tirkiye arabuluculuk motivasyonlart ve
karakteristigini betimlerken kendisini iginde bulundugu jeopolitigin genis bir kesimine yayilan
catismalarda sahadaki tiim taraflarla ayni anda ve giiven temelinde konusabilen, arabuluculuk rolii
iistlenebilen ender iilkelerden biri olarak konumlandirmaktadir. (Fidan, T.C. Disisleri Bakanligi,
2026). Tiirkiye nin bu sdylemlerinde de insani, ahlaki, diinyanin “iyiligi i¢in risk alma” vurgular1 ve
motivasyonlar1 6n plana ¢ikmaktadir.

Norveg’in 1990’larin bagindan bu yana arabuluculuk gibi 'nis bir diplomatik' alanda
uzmanlasarak ve kurumsallagarak uluslararasi alanda bir ulusal rol istlendigi ve bunu yumusak
giiclerine uyarladiklar1 goriilmektedir. (Melissen, 2005, s. 13, 67, 71; Milton-Edwards, 2024, ss. 282-
297). Diger iki Nordik iilkesi Finlandiya ve Isveg gibi Avrupa Birligi nin {iyesi olmayan Norveg’in
uluslararast bir dili veya ulus-6tesi bir kiltiirii yoktur. Uluslararas1 kuruluslarin veya c¢okuluslu
kurumsal markalarin merkezi bir konumu veya merkezi degildir. Bununla birlikte, dis politikada
yumusak giiciinii ve ulus markasini tek bir mesaja odaklamis; uluslararasi alanda Norveg'in “diinyada
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barig i¢in bir gii¢ olarak" markalamistir. Bu baglamda Orta Dogu, Sri Lanka ve Kolombiya'daki
catismalarda arabuluculuk icin kapasite insa etmis ve bu alana yatirirm yapmustir. Genel olarak
Norveg, kiiciik bir iilkenin imajin1 ve roliinii giiclendiren diplomatik bir nisi nasil kullanabilecegine
onemli bir 6rnektir. (Nye, 2008,s. 104)

Norveg'in yillar igerisinde bilylik yatirimlar yaptigi arabuluculuk kapasiteleri, kamu
diplomasisi ve ulus markalama mantigiyla da bakildiginda kazandig: itibar1 bakimindan 6rnek teskil
etmektedir (Melissen, 2005, ss. 67-82). Norveg, uluslararasi alanda daha kiigiik bir iilke olmasi
sebebiyle, kendisini daha miitevazi bir sekilde, temelde, “Diinyaya bu alanda fayda sunan bir aktor
“olarak konumlandirmaktadir. Eski Norve¢ Disisleri Bakani Jan Petersen, biiyiik giiclere gére daha
kiigiik bir iilkenin, bagkalarina goriislerini dayatma pozisyonunda olmadigini ancak bazen yararl
tavsiyelerde bulunabilecegi; ¢ok tarafli gabalarin sonug vermedigi veya digerlerinin basarisiz oldugu
durumlarda yaratic1 ¢ozlimlere katkida bulunabilecegini belirtmistir. (Henrikson, 2005). Norveg’in
cok sayida miizakere masasinda yer almasi kendisinin biiyiik iilkelerin nezdindeki yararliligini ve
degerini artirmigtir. (Nye, 2017a). Norve¢’in bagimsiz bir sekilde saglamak istedigi tiirden bir
yararlilik, ‘Barig arabuluculugu ve uzlagsma’ iilkenin dis politika kimligi ve iilke markasinin anahtar
kavramlarindan biri haline gelmistir. Norvec hiikiimetleri bu alanda STK'larla ortaklik kurmus ve
Norve¢ Kalkinma Is birligi Ajansi (NORAD) tarafindan iilkenin arabuluculuk cabalarma destek
saglanmigtir.

Norveg, 6zellikle Soguk Savas sonrast donemde, barig ve insancilliga odaklanan uluslararasi
bir kimligi bilingli olarak gelistirmistir (Nissen, 2021). Baris arabulucusu roliinii aktif olarak
benimsemis, bunu dis politikasinin merkezi bir ayag1 haline getirmis ve daha genis "iskandinav baris
markasina" katkida bulunmustur (Nissen, 2021). Norveg bu strateji ile arabuluculugu orta biiytikliikte
bir iilkenin uluslararasi sahnede roliinii ve etkisini glivence altina almasinin bir yolu olarak gérmiis,
sert glic yeteneklerinin yoklugunda bu alanda iirettigi yumusak giicten yararlanmistir (Henrikson,
2005). Israil ve Filistin Kurtulus Orgiitii arasindaki 1993 Oslo Anlasmalar1, Norveg'in arabuluculuk
basarisinin en belirgin 6rnegi olarak durmaktadir. Bu siirecte basar1t Norveg'in uluslararasi itibarini
ve ulusal 6z saygisin1 6nemli dl¢lide artirarak, uluslararasi barig yapiminda kilit bir oyuncu olarak
imajin1 saglamlastirmistir. (Nissen, 2021, ss. 82-87). Anlagma, iilkenin ¢atisma ¢éziimiine yonelik
belirli yaklagimini etkili bir sekilde markalagtiran "Norve¢ barig modeli" kavraminin ¢gikmasina
neden olmustur. Norve¢'in bu donemde arabuluculukta proaktif katilimi, diger bazi Iskandinav
iilkeleriyle celisti ve kiiresel olarak angaje bir insani aktor olarak farkli profilini olusturmaya
yardimci olmustur (Nissen, 2021).

Ote yandan Norveg'in arabuluculuk yaklasim genellikle tarafsizlik ve “adil olma” {izerinden
insa edilen itibarindan yararlanmay1 icermektedir ancak arabuluculuk ¢abalar1 bazen gerekli kaldiraci
saglayamamaktadir. Oslo Barig Siireci, Kolombiya, Filipinler’deki basarili sayilabilecek siireclere
ragmen Sri Lanka'daki basarisiz sonuglanan siire¢ (2000-2009), bu alanda uzmanlagsmis bir
arabulucunun itibarinin zarar gorebilme potansiyelini gostermistir. Sri Lanka’daki baris siirecinin
¢okiisli ve ardindan gelen siddetin dramatik bir sekilde tirmanmasi ise arabuluculuk cabasinin
etkinligi ve basaris1 hakkinda sorular giindeme getirmistir. (Destradi& Viillers, 2012). Bu tartismalara
ragmen, Norveg'in arabuluculugu ulusal markasina basariyla yerlestirmis olmasi ile barig odakli
kiiresel bir aktor olarak uluslararasi itibar1 iizerinde genel olarak olumlu bir etki yarattigi
degerlendirilmistir. (Nissen, 2021, ss. 80-100). Bu da arabuluculukta sonucun degil siire¢ ve
arabuluculuk niyetinin de hem yumusak giic hem de ulus markasinin 6ne ¢ikardigir “erdemli
eylemler” vurgusu ile ortiismektedir.

Katar da son yillarda orta biiyiikliikte bolgesel giiglerin uluslararasi arabuluculugu dis
politikasinda bir arag olarak kullanan iilkelerden biridir. Katar’in giivenligini, kiiresel alandaki
konumunu ve etkisini gelistirmeyi amaglayan; jeopolitik agidan gorece kiiclik ancak dogal kaynak
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zengini bir {ilke olarak arabuluculugu stratejik bir dig politika araci olarak agik¢a benimsendigi
goriilmektedir (Mladenov, 2024).

Katar, son otuz senedir dis politikasinda proaktif bir ¢izgiyi benimsemeye baslamis, bolgesel
ve kiiresel dl¢ekte giivenilir bir miittefik ve etkili bir diplomatik oyuncu olarak arabuluculukta ulusal
bir marka olusturmayr amagclayan stratejiler belirlemistir (Naier, 2021, ss. 43-52). Katar’in
arabuluculugu diplomaside ve yumusak giigte 6zgiin bir alan olarak kullandig1 degerlendirmeleri son
yillarda agirlik kazanmaktadir. (Kamrava, 2011, 5.539-556). Buna Katar’in silahli gruplarin dahil
oldugu catismalarda arabuluculuk yaparken, insani yardim, rehine arabuluculugu ve giristigi siyasi
diyalog alanlari &rnek olarak verilmektedir. Ozellikle Orta Dogu’daki c¢atigmalarda (Gazze,
Afganistan, Iran) oldukca aktif olan Katar icin arabuluculuk belirli motivasyonlar, yontemler ve
mesruiyet kaynaklariyla karakterize edilen, kendine 6zgii bir "Katar tarzi arabuluculuk”, dis
politikada giiclii bir ara¢ ve hatta bir ulus markasi araci haline gelmistir. Katar’in arabuluculuk
motivasyonlarinin Tiirkiye’ye benzer nitelikte; baglama, jeopolitik ve giivenlik onceliklerine gore
sekillendigi gibi ahlaki ve insani sorumluluklar, uluslarasi alanda itibar ve yumusak gii¢ hedeflerini
de icerdigi goriilmektedir. (Barakat, 2024) Son yillardaki proaktif dis politikasi, uluslararasi
diplomatik organizasyonlara ve siyasi aktorlere ev sahipligi, kolaylastirici ve arabuluculu rolleri ile
ozellikle bolgesel ve uluslararasi orgiitlerde de aldig1 inisiyatiflerle ve davetlerle; Afrika Birligi, Arap
Birligi, G7 ve NATO vb. nezdinde Katar giiglii bir diplomatik konum da elde etmistir.

Katar'in son yillardaki arabuluculuk girisimleri igerisinde; Liibnan'da i¢ savasi 6nleyen Doha
Anlagmasi'ndaki (2008) arabuluculugu bir basari olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Diger yandan Taliban
ile uzun vadeli angajmani, siyasi ofisine ev sahipligi yapmasi, 2020'de ABD-Taliban Doha
Anlagmasinin imzalanmasindaki kolaylagtirici arabuluculugu da diger orneklerdir. Katar ayrica
Sudan- Darfur baris siirecinde Doha Belgesi’nin (2011) imzalanmasinda énemli bir rol oynamistir
(Naier, 2021). ABD'nin Afganistan’dan ¢ekilmesinin ardindan tilkeden gergeklestirilen tahliyeler ve
giivenligin tesisinde lstlendigi kritik rolii, Bati'min ile Taliban arasindaki diplomatik diyalog ve
angajmanin saglanmasindaki arabulucu islevini ve kapasitelerini gostermistir (Mladenov, 2024).
Katar’in son arabuluculuk girisimlerinden bir digeri de Kahire Antlasmasi ile sonuglanan Israil’in
Gazze soykirimi sonrasi Israil ile Hamas arasindaki ateskes ve rehine takasinda arabuluculuk ve
kolaylastiricilik misyonudur (Wintour, 2025).

Katar'in arabuluculuk stratejisi 6énemli kaynak ve motivasyonlara dayanmaktadir. Bunlar;
giiclii finansal kaynaklar (Mariani, 2024), devlet, devlet dis1 ¢esitli aktorlerle angajman yoluyla
kurulan kapsamli diplomatik aglar (Mladenov, 2024), El Cezire gibi etkili uluslararas1 medya
platformlar1 (Naier, 2021), arabuluculuk alaninda ortaya konan siyasi iradedir (Mariani, 2024). Bu
motivasyonlarin yaninda Katar’in uluslararasi alanda arabuluculuga bir statii ve prestij araci
odaklanmasi da sayilabilmektedir (Mladenov, 2024). Bu strateji Katar'in uluslararasi arabuluculuk
alaninda son yillardaki profilini, itibarin1 ve etkisini artirmistir. Arabuluculukta bir "Marka Ulke"
haline geldigi ve kendisini bolgesel akranlarindan ayirdig goriilmektedir. Bu konum Katar’a ABD
tarafindan Afganistan goriigmelerindeki roliiyle agik¢a baglantili olarak NATO Dis1 Biiyiik Miittefik
olarak belirlenmesiyle 6rneklendirilen somut diplomatik taninma saglamigtir (Mariani, 2024).

Ote yandan Katar'in arabuluculuk alanindaki bu stratejik aktivizmi bolgesel rekabet
nedeniyle; 6zellikle Suudi Arabistan ve BAE ile olan rekabet icerisinde bazen taraflilik iddialarma
maruz kalmaktadir (Naier, 2021). Bu devletler tarafindan 2017 yilinda Katar’a kars1 uygulanan
abluka, Katar'in algilanan bagimsiz dis politikasi ve yiikselen arabuluculuguna, El Cezire gibi medya
araclarla artan kiiresel niifusuna bir tepki olarak gegeklestigi degerlendirmeleri de bulunmaktadir
(Naier, 2021). Katar yiikselen bolgesel giigler i¢in arabuluculugun yumusak gii¢ ve itibar insasina
hizmet edebilecegine dair giincel ve somut bir 6rnektir. Katar'n kendisini bolgesel ve kiiresel bir
arabulucu olarak konumlandirmasi, tilkenin bu alandaki yatirnmlar1 ve kapasite insasi, diplomatik
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beceri, karmasik ve genellikle tartigmali aktorlerle etkilesime girebilme yetkinligi kisa siirede bu nig
alandaki kazanimlarini artirmasina olanak saglamistir.

Tablo 2. Yiikselen Giigler ve Kiiresel Giigler Arabuluculugu Mukayeseli *

B Yiikselen Giigler LSRR | (G 3
oyut .. . (BM, AB, ABD,
(Katar, Tiirkiye, Cin, BAE) ingiltere)
Diplomatik Sessiz  diplomasi, arka kanal diplomasisi, sivil | Resmi, kurumsal, kamusal
Yaklasim kurumlarla hareket etme
Mesruiyet Kiiresel Giiney'de Giiclii, Batt Dis1 Diinyada Giiglii, | Bati'da Gticlii; baska yerlerde
Bati’da goreceli sorgulantyor
Kullanilan Araclar | Ekonomik yardim, yatirimlar, siyasi dengeleme Yaptirimlar, kurumsal cerceveler,
diplomatik baski
Egemenlige Giiglii “miidahalesizlik™ anlatisi Normlara ve yonetisime bagl
Yaklasim kosulluluklar
Angajman Segici ve stratejik, etkilesimsel, sonug odakli Genis, kurumsal, uzun vadeli
Stratejisi
Catismanmm  Tim | Devlet dis1 aktdrlere ve silahli gruplara iyi erigim Genellikle siyasi  kisitlamalar
Taraflarina Erisimi nedeniyle daha dar erisim
Riskler Kendi ¢ikarlarma yo6nelik nyargilar; parcali siiregler | Algilanan siyasallasma ve yavas
biirokrasi
Sonug¢

Yumusak gii¢ ile dig politika ve onun araglarindan biri olan arabuluculuk arasinda gii¢li bir
iligki vardir. Arabuluculugun uygulamadaki birincil islevi catisma ¢6ziimiiyle ilgili olsa da dogasi
geregi belirli degerleri yansitmayi, belirli yetenekleri gostermeyi ve uluslararasi iligkilerin
karmagikliklariyla dogrudan etkilesime girmeyi de igermektedir. Bir iilkenin arabuluculuk
faaliyetlerine katilimi diger devletler, uluslararas1 orgiitler ve kiiresel kamuoyu tarafindan nasil
algilandig1 konusunda da derin etkiler tagimaktadir. Bu baglamda arabuluculuk, yumusak giiciin
karsilikli bagimlilik, is birligi, ahlaki sorumluluk, ortak erdem ve normlar merkezli dogasina uygun
olarak, yabanci kamuoylar tarafindan sevilen ve varligindan mutluluk duyulan iilke imaj1 ve itibar
icin de 6nemli bir rol oynamaktadir.

Arabuluculuk, bir iilkenin motivasyonlar1 barisi saglama, giic elde etme, savunma ve
cikarlar, yumusak gii¢, prestij ve itibar elde etme ile ahlaki sorumluluklar gibi farkli amag ve
motivasyonlarla sekillenebilse de hangi stratejinin en ¢ok kullanildig1 ve hangisinin en etkili oldugu
konusunda bir fikir birligi bulunmamaktadir. Arabulucu iilkenin giivenilir ve etkili olmasi
uluslararast toplum tarafindan saygi gérmesini saglarken, o iilkenin yumusak gii¢ kapasitesini
artirmada 6nemli bir rol oynadigi; ¢atisma ¢oziimlerinde aktif, adil, saygin, esitlik¢i, kapsayici ve
paylasimer bir politika sonunda siirdiiriilebilir bir itibar insa ettigi goriilmektedir.

Arabuluculuk, yumusak giiclin teorik temelleriyle de yakindan uyumlu igsel ozelliklere
sahiptir. Arabuluculuga katilmak, devletlerin gekicilik yaratabilecek ve algilanan mesruiyetlerini
artirabilecek nitelikleri gostermeleri ve politikalar izlemeleri i¢in bir platform saglamakta; boylece

4 Mariani, B. (2024). Mediating peace in a fragmented world order: International mediation — The role and impact of emerging
powers (Austrian Forum for Peace Working Paper). Austrian Forum for Peace.
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yumusak giic rezervlerine katkida bulunmaktadir. Bu bakimdan arabuluculuk yumusak giiciin
zorlama veya giic kullanmak yerine ¢ekicilik ve ikna yoluyla bagkalarini etkileme yontem ve
yeteneginin dis politikada uygulama alani bulabilecegi nis alanlardan biri olmaya adaydir.

Ote yandan arabuluculugun bir yumusak gii¢ araci olarak etkinligi, biiyiik dl¢iide baglama,
benimsenen stratejiye, algilanan tarafsizlifa ve en 6nemlisi arabulucunun devletin genel eylem ve
degerleriyle tutarliligina baghdir. Tek basina arabuluculuk yapmak yeterli degildir; bu ¢abalarin
inandirict olmasi ve devletin genel dis politikasiyla celismemesi gerekmektedir. Tutarli, ilkeli ve
giivenilir bir sekilde siirdiiriildiigiinde, arabuluculuk, bir devletin uluslararasi sahnede olumlu bir gii¢
olarak algilanmasina ve yumusak giiclinii pekistirmesine 6nemli 6l¢iide katkida bulunmaktadir.

Diger yandan, arabuluculuk yapmak bir iilkenin uluslararast sorumluluk imajim1 da
yansitmaktadir. Bu baglamda, catigmalarin barig¢il ¢oziimii yoniindeki tiim g¢abalar uluslararasi
normlarla uyumludur. Barisa bagli sorumlu bir paydas olarak hareket etmek, arabulucunun dig
politikasinin algilanan mesruiyetini ve ahlaki otoritesini artirmaktadir. Artan mesruiyet de yumusak
giiciin temel ciktilarindan biridir. Uluslararasi hukuka ve barisa baglilik gdstermek, kiiresel ve
bolgesel barigin temini ve tesisi konusunda inisiyatif almak da o {ilkenin itibar1 yiikselten bir
faktordiir. Bolgesel veya uluslararasi istikrar1 tehdit eden ¢atismalar1 ¢6zmek icin kaynak ve siyasi
sermaye yatirarak arabuluculuk yapan bir iilke barisa ve giivenlige kendini adamis, fedakar bir
kiiresel vatandas olarak konumlandirilmaktadir.

Arabuluculuk, bir yandan artan itibar, etki, yumusak gii¢ gibi potansiyel faydalar sunarken,
diger yandan basarisizlik, itibar zedelenmesi ve hatta ¢atismanin tirmanmasi gibi 6nemli riskler de
barindirmaktadir. Basarisizlik veya algilanan etkisizlik, bir {ilkenin yumusak giiciine, ulusal itibarina
zarar verebilmektedir. Arabuluculuk basaris1 yetkinligi, mesruiyeti ve olumlu degerleri sergileyerek
yumusak giici 6nemli 6l¢lide artirmakta, ancak siiregte degerlerle uyumsuzluk, adalet algisinin
zayiflamasi, ¢ikarlar dengesindeki zafiyetler, yonlendirmede asir1 sert gii¢c kullanimi gibi etkenler bu
kazanimlarin kaybina yol agabilmektedir. Bu durum, iilkelerin arabuluculuk girisimlerinde
potansiyel yumusak gii¢ ve itibar girdilerini bu risklere kars1 direngli ve siirdiiriilebilir bir yapida
korumalar1 gerektigini de gostermektedir.

Bu c¢aligma, biitiinlestirici literatiir incelemesine ve agiklayici tilke &rneklerine
dayandigindan, arabuluculugun yumusak gii¢ ve ulusal itibar lizerindeki etkisini dogrudan
6lememektedir. Gelecekteki arastirmalar, kamuoyu anketleri, uzman goériismeleri, medya sdylem
analizleri ve karsilagtirmali endeks verileri kullanarak onerilen kavramsal iligkileri ampirik olarak
test edebilir. Bagimsiz bir ¢ergeve, arabuluculugun bir iilkenin kiiresel ve ulusal itibar1 ve yumusak
giic kapasiteleri tizerindeki katkisin1 ve etkisini daha genis bir sekilde incelemeyi saglayacaktir.
Kavramsal bir aragtirma yontemi kullanan bu ¢alisma, biitiinleyici bir literatiir taramasi yapmaktadir;
"erdem merkezli yumusak gii¢", "iyi iilke", "normatif, statiiye dayali arabuluculuk motivasyonlar1",
"ulusal rol", "yumusak gili¢" ve "itibar olusturma" kavramlari arasindaki teorik kesigimler,
literatiirdeki tartigmalar, 6rnek {ilke verileri ve kavramsal ¢ikarimlar 1s1831nda degerlendirilmektedir.
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Yazar Katkisi
Tim yazarlar ¢alismanin tasarlanmasi, yiirlitiilmesi, analizi ve makalenin hazirlanmasina
onemli Olctide katki saglamistir. Tiim yazarlar makalenin son halini okuyup onaylamis ve
yayimlanmasini kabul etmistir.
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Cikar Catismasi
Yazar(lar), bu makalenin yayimlanmasina iligkin herhangi bir ¢ikar ¢atismasi bulunmadigini
beyan eder.

Finansal Destek
Bu aragtirma herhangi bir kamu kurumu, ticari kurulus veya kar amaci giitmeyen kurulus
tarafindan finansal olarak desteklenmemistir.

Yapay Zeka Kullanim Beyam
Makalenin hazirlanmas: siirecinde yapay zeka araglarindan yalmizca dil diizenleme, ceviri
destegi ve anlatim iyilestirmesi amaciyla siirli 6l¢lide yararlanilmis olabilir. Yapay zeka
araclari tarafindan yapilan ¢eviri ve dil diizenlemeleri yazar(lar) tarafindan dikkatle kontrol
edilmistir. Yapay zeka araglari calismanin bilimsel igeriginin, arastirma tasariminin,
analizlerinin veya akademik sonuglarinin olusturulmasinda kullanilmamigtir. Makalenin
icerigine iliskin tiim akademik sorumluluk yazar(lar)a aittir.

Telif Haklar1 ve izinler
Yazar(lar), telif hakki gerektiren materyaller kullanilmigsa gerekli izinlerin alindigim ve
caligmanin herhangi bir fikr miilkiyet hakkini ihlal etmedigini beyan eder.

Yazar Onayi

Tiim yazarlar makalenin son halini okuduklarini, onayladiklarini ve yayimlanmasini kabul
ettiklerini beyan eder.
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