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Abstract: This study examines the transformation of nationalism in Tiirkiye by comparing the MHP and the
Iyi Party within the framework of changing political and social conditions. It aims to demonstrate that
nationalism is not a fixed ideology but a dynamic discourse and practice shaped by contextual factors. The
analysis focuses on the interaction between social Dynamics such as security, the economy, demography, and
intergenerational differentiation and political processes, including party strategies, alliances, leadership
practices, elections, and voter behavior. The study adopts a mixed-methods approach that integrates qualitative
and quantitative data types. In the qualitative component, a comprehensive document analysis and semi-
structured interviews were conducted. The document analysis is primarily based on party sources of the
participants, 60% consist of individuals who have served as senior executives in party organizations or held
positions in previous periods, while 40% are academics specializing in Turkish nationalism. To support the
quantitative dimension of the study, the textual data obtained were coded using the MAXQDA 24 software and
subjected to quantitative content analysis. The findings indicate that, although the nationalism of the two parties
is rooted in common historical references, they diverge in terms of their political positioning. In this context,
the MHP's nationalism is characterized by an emphasis on national survival and a security-oriented discourse,
whereas the Y1 Party defines nationalism within a centrist political perspective, particularly in the context of
the economy and democracy. Furthermore, alliance strategies, leadership structures, and variations in voter
bases are identified as key drivers of this transformation. In this respect, the study seeks to explain the
transformation of nationalism at the level of political parties in Tiirkiye and to contribute to the literature on
nationalism.
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Oz: Calismanin konusu siyasi ve toplumsal sartlar ¢ercevesinde milliyetcilikte meydana gelen doniisiimiin,
MHP ile Iyi Parti baglaminda mukayeseli olarak incelenmesidir. Temel amag da milliyetciligin sabit ideoloji
olmaktan ziyade donemsel kosullara gdre doniisen pratiklere sahip oldugunu ortaya koymaktir. Bu amag
dogrultusunda iki siyasi parti, giivenlik, ekonomi, demografi ve kusaklar arasi farklilasma gibi toplumsal
unsurlar ile parti siyaseti, ittifaklar, liderlik pratikleri, secimler ve se¢cmen davranisi arasindaki etkilesim
ekseninde degerlendirilmektedir. Caligmada nitel ve nicel veri tiirlerinin entegrasyonunu saglayan karma
yontem benimsenmistir. Yontemin nitel kisminda kapsamli dokiiman incelemesi ve yar1 yapilandirilmig
goriismeler yapilmistir. Dokiiman incelemesinin ana eksenini parti kaynaklar1 olusturmaktadir. ikincil veri
kaynagi olarak da makaleler, kurumsal belgeler ve biyografilerden faydalanilmigtir. Goriigmeler amacl
ornekleme yontemiyle belirlenen katilimcililarla  gergeklestirilmigtir.  Katilimcilarin - %60'in1  parti
teskilatlarinda st diizey yoneticilik yapan ya da gegmis donemlerde gorev almis kisiler, %40'n1 ise Tirk
milliyetgiligi alaninda uzman akademisyenler olusturmaktadir. Verilerin nicel kismini desteklemek i¢in elde
edilen veriler MAXQDA 24 programi aracilifiyla kodlanmis ve nicel igerik analizine tutulmugtur. Sonuglar
MHP ve lyi Parti’nin milliyetgiliklerinin ortak tarihsel referanslara dayansa da siyasi konumlanma temelinde
ayrildigini gostermektedir. Bu kapsamda MHP’nin milliyet¢iliginde beka vurgusuyla giivenlik soylemi 6n
plana ¢ikmaktadr. fyi Parti'de milliyetciligin merkez siyaset perspektifinde ekonomi ve demokrasi baglaminda
tanimlandig1 goriilmiistiir. Bununla beraber partilerin ittifak politikalari, liderlik yapilart ve segmen
tabanlarindaki farklilasmanin milliyetciligin doniisiimiinde belirleyici oldugu neticesine ulasilmigtir. Bu
kapsamda calisma, Tiirkiye’de milliyetciligin siyasal partiler diizeyinde gegirdigi doniisiimii agiklamay1 ve
milliyetgilik literatiiriine katki sunmay1 hedeflemektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Tiirkiye, Milliyetgilik, MHP, Iyi Parti
Jel Kodlari: D72, P16, Z13
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Structured Abstract:
The Transformation of Nationalism in Tiirkiye: The MHP and The Iyi Party

This study provides a comparative analysis of the transformation of nationalism in Tiirkiye through
the cases of the MHP and the Iyi Party. It argues that nationalism in Tiirkiye does not represent a fixed or
immutable ideological structure; rather, it functions as a dynamic discourse shaped by political conjuncture,
institutional arrangements, and sociological change. The central objective of the research is to examine how
nationalism is reconstructed at the level of political parties through the interaction between social Dynamics
such as security concerns, economic fluctuations, demographic shifts, and generational change and political
processes including leadership styles, alliance strategies, organizational structures, and voter behavior.

Methodologically, the study adopts a mixed-method approach. The quantitative dimension consists of
document analysis based on party programs, election results, institutional records, and public statements. The
qualitative dimension is based on semi-structured interviews conducted with senior party officials from both
MHP and the lyi Party, as well as academics specializing in Turkish nationalism. The data were analyzed using
content analysis techniques in order to identify thematic patterns and structural divergences between the two
parties’ interpretations of nationalism.

The theoretical framework of the study draws upon key contributions in nationalism literature,
including the works of Marx, Renan, Weber, and Anderson. Nationalism is conceptualized not only as an
identity-forming ideology but also as a mechanism of political legitimacy and social mobilization. The analysis
engages with three major theoretical approaches to nationalism: primordialism, modernism, and ethno-
symbolism. While primordialism views nations as historically rooted and culturally continuous entities,
modernism interprets nationalism as a product of industrialization, centralization, and state-building processes.
Ethno-symbolism, in turn, emphasizes the persistence of pre-modern ethnic symbols and collective memory
within modern nation formation. The study adopts a predominantly modernist perspective while
acknowledging elements of ethno-symbolic continuity in the Turkish case.

The findings indicate that sociological transformations in Tiirkiye have significantly altered the social
base of nationalist politics. Security concerns particularly terrorism and migration emerge as central drivers of
nationalist discourse. The concept of “state survival” plays a crucial legitimizing role, especially within the
MHP’s political narrative, linking national security directly to party identity. At the same time, economic
instability, unemployment, and demands for social justice influence voter alignment, shaping the strategic
positioning of both parties. Economic grievances, especially among younger voters, challenge the sufficiency
of traditional security-centered rhetoric.

Demographic shifts and urbanization have diversified the nationalist electorate. While MHP maintains
strong support in more traditional and conservative provinces, the Tyi Party appeals more effectively to urban,
secular, and educated voters in western regions. This divergence reflects the reconfiguration of nationalist
politics along sociological lines rather than purely ideological ones. Generational change further complicates
this transformation. Younger voters tend to prioritize issues such as justice, meritocracy, economic opportunity,
and democratic governance. This generational shift requires nationalist discourse to engage with contemporary
concerns beyond classical security themes.

A core dimension of the analysis concerns ideological divergence between MHP and the Iyi Party.
Although both parties operate within the broader nationalist tradition, they articulate distinct interpretations.
MHP represents a state-centric and security-oriented form of nationalism, particularly consolidated within the
context of alliance politics after the transition to the Presidential Government System. The Iyi Party, by
contrast, advances a secular and citizenship-based nationalism, emphasizing democratic values, institutional
reform, and rule of law. The divergence is not solely ideological but also organizational. MHP exhibits a
hierarchical and leader-centered structure characterized by continuity and internal discipline. The Iyi Party,
founded as a reaction to internal dissent within MHP, displays a more heterogeneous composition and faces
challenges related to institutional consolidation and ideological cohesion.

The study further demonstrates that alliance politics and systemic transformation have elevated the
strategic importance of nationalist parties. The institutionalization of electoral alliances has increased their
bargaining power within the political system. However, this dynamic also generates tensions in maintaining
ideological consistency, particularly for parties operating within opposition coalitions.
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Voter behavior analysis reveals two distinct patterns. MHP voters are characterized by loyalty and
continuity, perceiving the party as a historical cause rather than merely a political vehicle. Iyi Party voters, in
contrast, demonstrate a more pragmatic and performance-oriented orientation, with higher electoral mobility.
Despite these differences, there is considerable permeability between the two electorates, reflecting the shared
ideological heritage of both parties.

In conclusion, nationalism in Tiirkiye functions as a dynamic interface between social demand and
political supply. Rather than declining, it is undergoing structural and discursive transformation shaped by
institutional change, sociological diversification, and generational renewal. MHP and the Iyi Party represent
two differentiated yet interconnected trajectories within Turkish nationalism: one emphasizing state continuity
and security, the other foregrounding modernization and democratic governance. This bifurcation illustrates
how nationalism adapts to the evolving expectations of the electorate. The transformation observed at the party
level reflects broader shifts within Turkish society, demonstrating that nationalism remains a central yet
mutable component of contemporary political life in Tiirkiye.

Moreover, the findings suggest that the sustainability of nationalist politics in Tiirkiye depends not
merely on discursive strength but on institutional capacity and policy coherence. The ability of nationalist
parties to translate symbolic narratives into measurable governance outcomes particularly in areas such as
economic management, youth employment, regional development, and institutional transparency will shape
their long-term political relevance. In this respect, the transformation of nationalism appears closely linked to
the evolving expectations of an increasingly urbanized, digitally connected, and socio-economically
differentiated electorate. Therefore, the future trajectory of Turkish nationalism is likely to be determined by
its capacity to reconcile security-oriented narratives with demands for democratic accountability, social justice,
and economic performance within an increasingly competitive and alliance based political environment.

Keywords: Turkiye, Nationalism, MHP, lyi Party.
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Résumé Structuré:
La transformation du nationalisme en Turquie : le MHP et le Parti Iyi

Cette étude propose une analyse comparative de la transformation du nationalisme en Turquie a travers
les cas du MHP et du Parti Iyi. Elle soutient que le nationalisme en Turquie ne représente pas une structure
idéologique figée ou immuable ; il s’agit plutdt d’un discours dynamique fagonné par la conjoncture politique,
les arrangements institutionnels et les changements sociologiques. L’objectif central de cette recherche est
d’examiner comment le nationalisme se reconstruit au niveau des partis politiques a travers 1’interaction entre
des dynamiques sociales — telles que les préoccupations en matiére de sécurité, les fluctuations économiques,
les évolutions démographiques et le changement générationnel — et des processus politiques, notamment les
styles de direction, les stratégies d’alliance, les structures organisationnelles et le comportement des électeurs.

Sur le plan méthodologique, cette étude adopte une approche mixte. La dimension quantitative
consiste en une analyse documentaire s’appuyant sur les programmes des partis, les résultats électoraux, les
archives institutionnelles et les déclarations publiques. La dimension qualitative repose sur des entretiens semi-
structurés menés avec des hauts responsables du MHP et du Parti Iyi, ainsi qu’avec des universitaires
spécialisés dans le nationalisme turc. Les données ont été analysées a 1’aide de techniques d’analyse de contenu
afin d’identifier des schémas thématiques et des divergences structurelles entre les interprétations du
nationalisme par les deux partis.

Le cadre théorique de I’é¢tude s’appuie sur des contributions clés de la littérature sur le nationalisme,
notamment les travaux de Marx, Renan, Weber et Anderson. Le nationalisme est conceptualisé non seulement
comme une idéologie formatrice d’identité, mais aussi comme un mécanisme de légitimité politique et de
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mobilisation sociale. L’analyse s’appuie sur trois grandes approches théoriques du nationalisme : le
primordialisme, le modernisme et 1’ethno-symbolisme. Alors que le primordialisme considére les nations
comme des entités historiquement enracinées et culturellement continues, le modernisme interpréte le
nationalisme comme un produit des processus d’industrialisation, de centralisation et de construction de 1’Etat.
L’ethno-symbolisme, quant a lui, met I’accent sur la persistance de symboles ethniques prémodernes et de la
mémoire collective au sein de la formation des nations modernes. L’étude adopte une perspective
majoritairement moderniste tout en reconnaissant des éléments de continuité ethno-symbolique dans le cas
turc.

Les résultats indiquent que les transformations sociologiques en Turquie ont considérablement
modifié la base sociale de la politique nationaliste. Les préoccupations en matiére de sécurité, notamment le
terrorisme et les migrations, apparaissent comme des moteurs centraux du discours nationaliste. Le concept de
« survie de 1’Etat » joue un role crucial de légitimation, en particulier dans le discours politique du MHP, en
liant directement la sécurité nationale a I’identité du parti. Parallelement, I’instabilité économique, le chdmage
et les revendications de justice sociale influencent 1’orientation des électeurs, faconnant ainsi le positionnement
stratégique des deux partis. Les revendications économiques, notamment parmi les jeunes électeurs, remettent
en cause la pertinence de la rhétorique traditionnelle centrée sur la sécurité.

Les changements démographiques et I’urbanisation ont diversifié 1’électorat nationaliste. Alors que le
MHP conserve un soutien solide dans les provinces plus traditionnelles et conservatrices, le Parti lyi séduit
davantage les électeurs urbains, laiques et diplomés des régions occidentales. Cette divergence refléte la
reconfiguration de la politique nationaliste selon des lignes sociologiques plutot que purement idéologiques.
Le changement générationnel complique encore davantage cette transformation. Les jeunes électeurs ont
tendance a accorder la priorit¢é a des questions telles que la justice, la méritocratie, les opportunités
économiques et la gouvernance démocratique. Ce changement générationnel exige que le discours nationaliste
aborde les préoccupations contemporaines au-dela des thémes classiques liés a la sécurité.

Un aspect central de I’analyse concerne la divergence idéologique entre le MHP et le Parti lyi. Bien
que les deux partis s’inscrivent dans la tradition nationaliste au sens large, ils en donnent des interprétations
distinctes. Le MHP incarne une forme de nationalisme centrée sur 1’Etat et axée sur la sécurité, particuliérement
consolidée dans le contexte de la politique d’alliances qui a suivi le passage au systéme de gouvernement
présidentiel. Le Parti Iyi, en revanche, prone un nationalisme laic et fondé sur la citoyenneté, mettant I’accent
sur les valeurs démocratiques, la réforme institutionnelle et 1’Etat de droit. Cette divergence n’est pas
uniquement idéologique, mais également organisationnelle. Le MHP présente une structure hiérarchique et
centrée sur ses dirigeants, caractérisée par la continuité et la discipline interne. Le Parti Iyi, fondé en réaction
a des dissensions internes au sein du MHP, affiche une composition plus hétérogeéne et est confronté a des défis
liés a la consolidation institutionnelle et a la cohésion idéologique.

L’étude démontre en outre que la politique des alliances et la transformation systémique ont renforcé
I’importance stratégique des partis nationalistes. L’institutionnalisation des alliances électorales a accru leur
pouvoir de négociation au sein du systéme politique. Cependant, cette dynamique génére également des
tensions quant au maintien de la cohérence idéologique, en particulier pour les partis évoluant au sein de
coalitions d’opposition.

L’analyse du comportement des électeurs révéle deux schémas distincts. Les électeurs du MHP se
caractérisent par leur loyauté et leur fidélité, percevant le parti comme une cause historique plutdt que comme
un simple vecteur politique. Les électeurs du Parti Iyi, en revanche, font preuve d’une orientation plus
pragmatique et axée sur la performance, avec une mobilité électorale plus élevée. Malgré ces différences, il
existe une perméabilité considérable entre les deux électorats, reflétant 1’héritage idéologique commun aux
deux partis.

En conclusion, le nationalisme en Turquie fonctionne comme une interface dynamique entre la
demande sociale et I’offre politique. Loin d’étre en déclin, il subit une transformation structurelle et discursive
faconnée par les changements institutionnels, la diversification sociologique et le renouvellement
générationnel. Le MHP et le Parti Iyi représentent deux trajectoires distinctes mais interconnectées au sein du
nationalisme turc : I'une mettant I’accent sur la continuité de I’Etat et la sécurité, I’autre mettant en avant la
modernisation et la gouvernance démocratique. Cette bifurcation illustre la maniere dont le nationalisme
s’adapte aux attentes en constante évolution de I’¢électorat. La transformation observée au niveau des partis
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refléte des changements plus larges au sein de la société turque, démontrant que le nationalisme reste une
composante centrale mais mutable de la vie politique contemporaine en Turquie.

De plus, les résultats suggerent que la pérennité de la politique nationaliste en Turquie ne dépend pas
uniquement de la force du discours, mais aussi de la capacité institutionnelle et de la cohérence des politiques.
La capacité des partis nationalistes a traduire des récits symboliques en résultats concrets en matiére de
gouvernance, notamment dans des domaines tels que la gestion économique, ’emploi des jeunes, le
développement régional et la transparence institutionnelle, déterminera leur pertinence politique a long terme.
A cet égard, la transformation du nationalisme semble étroitement liée a I’évolution des attentes d’un électorat
de plus en plus urbanisé, connecté numériquement et marqué par des disparités socio-économiques. Par
conséquent, la trajectoire future du nationalisme turc sera probablement déterminée par sa capacité a concilier
des discours axés sur la sécurité avec les exigences de responsabilité démocratique, de justice sociale et de
performance économique, au sein d’un environnement politique de plus en plus concurrentiel et fondé¢ sur les
alliances.

Mots-clés: Turquie, nationalisme, MHP, Parti 1yi

Resumen Estructurado:
La transformacién del nacionalismo en Turquia: el MHP y el Partido Tyi

Este estudio ofrece un analisis comparativo de la transformacion del nacionalismo en Turquia a través
de los casos del MHP y del Partido Iyi. Sostiene que el nacionalismo en Turquia no representa una estructura
ideolodgica fija o inmutable, sino que funciona como un discurso dindmico moldeado por la coyuntura politica,
los acuerdos institucionales y el cambio socioldgico. El objetivo central de la investigacion es examinar co6mo
se reconstruye el nacionalismo a nivel de los partidos politicos a través de la interaccion entre dinamicas
sociales —como las preocupaciones en materia de seguridad, las fluctuaciones econdmicas, los cambios
demograficos y el relevo generacional— y los procesos politicos, entre los que se incluyen los estilos de
liderazgo, las estrategias de alianza, las estructuras organizativas y el comportamiento de los votantes.

Desde el punto de vista metodologico, el estudio adopta un enfoque de métodos mixtos. La dimension
cuantitativa consiste en un analisis documental basado en los programas de los partidos, los resultados
electorales, los registros institucionales y las declaraciones publicas. La dimension cualitativa se basa en
entrevistas semiestructuradas realizadas a altos cargos del MHP y del Partido lyi, asi como a académicos
especializados en el nacionalismo turco. Los datos se analizaron mediante técnicas de analisis de contenido
con el fin de identificar patrones tematicos y divergencias estructurales entre las interpretaciones del
nacionalismo de ambos partidos.

El marco tedrico del estudio se basa en contribuciones clave de la literatura sobre el nacionalismo,
incluidas las obras de Marx, Renan, Weber y Anderson. El nacionalismo se conceptualiza no solo como una
ideologia formadora de identidad, sino también como un mecanismo de legitimidad politica y movilizacion
social. El analisis aborda tres enfoques tedricos principales del nacionalismo: el primordialismo, el modernismo
y el etnosimbolismo. Mientras que el primordialismo considera a las naciones como entidades con raices
historicas y continuidad cultural, el modernismo interpreta el nacionalismo como un producto de los procesos
de industrializacion, centralizacion y construccion del Estado. El etnosimbolismo, por su parte, hace hincapié
en la persistencia de simbolos étnicos premodernos y de la memoria colectiva en el marco de la formacion de
la nacién moderna. El estudio adopta una perspectiva predominantemente modernista, al tiempo que reconoce
elementos de continuidad etnosimbdlica en el caso turco.

Los resultados indican que las transformaciones socioldgicas en Turquia han alterado
significativamente la base social de la politica nacionalista. Las preocupaciones en materia de seguridad —en
particular, el terrorismo y la migracion— se perfilan como motores centrales del discurso nacionalista. El
concepto de «supervivencia del Estado» desempefia un papel legitimador crucial, especialmente en la narrativa
politica del MHP, al vincular la seguridad nacional directamente con la identidad del partido. Al mismo tiempo,
la inestabilidad economica, el desempleo y las demandas de justicia social influyen en la orientacion de los
votantes, configurando el posicionamiento estratégico de ambos partidos. Las reivindicaciones econdmicas,
especialmente entre los votantes mas jovenes, cuestionan la suficiencia de la retorica tradicional centrada en la
seguridad.
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Los cambios demograficos y la urbanizacion han diversificado el electorado nacionalista. Mientras
que el MHP mantiene un fuerte apoyo en las provincias mas tradicionales y conservadoras, el Partido Iyi atrae
con mayor eficacia a los votantes urbanos, laicos y con estudios de las regiones occidentales. Esta divergencia
refleja la reconfiguracion de la politica nacionalista segliin criterios sociolégicos mas que puramente
ideologicos. El cambio generacional complica atin mas esta transformacion. Los votantes mas jovenes tienden
a dar prioridad a cuestiones como la justicia, la meritocracia, las oportunidades econémicas y la gobernanza
democratica. Este cambio generacional exige que el discurso nacionalista aborde las preocupaciones
contemporaneas mas alla de los temas clasicos de seguridad.

Una dimension fundamental del analisis se refiere a la divergencia ideologica entre el MHP y el
Partido Iyi. Aunque ambos partidos se inscriben en la tradicién nacionalista mas amplia, articulan
interpretaciones distintas. E1l MHP representa una forma de nacionalismo centrada en el Estado y orientada a
la seguridad, consolidada especialmente en el contexto de la politica de alianzas tras la transicion al sistema de
gobierno presidencial. El Partido Iyi, por el contrario, defiende un nacionalismo laico y basado en la ciudadania,
haciendo hincapié en los valores democraticos, la reforma institucional y el Estado de derecho. La divergencia
no es unicamente ideologica, sino también organizativa. E1l MHP presenta una estructura jerarquica y centrada
en el lider, caracterizada por la continuidad y la disciplina interna. El Partido Iyi, fundado como reaccién a la
disidencia interna dentro del MHP, muestra una composicion mas heterogénea y se enfrenta a retos
relacionados con la consolidacion institucional y la cohesion ideoldgica.

El estudio demuestra ademas que la politica de alianzas y la transformacion sistémica han elevado la
importancia estratégica de los partidos nacionalistas. La institucionalizacion de las alianzas electorales ha
aumentado su poder de negociacion dentro del sistema politico. Sin embargo, esta dinamica también genera
tensiones a la hora de mantener la coherencia ideologica, especialmente para los partidos que operan dentro de
coaliciones de oposicion.

El analisis del comportamiento de los votantes revela dos patrones distintos. Los votantes del MHP
se caracterizan por la lealtad y la continuidad, y perciben al partido como una causa histérica mas que como
un mero vehiculo politico. Los votantes del Partido Iyi, por el contrario, muestran una orientacién mas
pragmatica y centrada en los resultados, con una mayor movilidad electoral. A pesar de estas diferencias, existe
una considerable permeabilidad entre ambos electorados, lo que refleja el legado ideoldgico compartido por
ambos partidos.

En conclusion, el nacionalismo en Turquia funciona como una interfaz dindmica entre la demanda
social y la oferta politica. Lejos de estar en declive, esta experimentando una transformacion estructural y
discursiva moldeada por el cambio institucional, la diversificacion socioldgica y la renovacion generacional.
El MHP y el Partido lIyi representan dos trayectorias diferenciadas, aunque interconectadas, dentro del
nacionalismo turco: una que hace hincapié en la continuidad y la seguridad del Estado, y otra que pone en
primer plano la modernizacion y la gobernanza democratica. Esta bifurcacion ilustra como el nacionalismo se
adapta a las expectativas cambiantes del electorado. La transformacion observada a nivel de los partidos refleja
cambios mas amplios dentro de la sociedad turca, lo que demuestra que el nacionalismo sigue siendo un
componente central, aunque mutable, de la vida politica contemporanea en Turquia.

Ademas, los resultados sugieren que la sostenibilidad de la politica nacionalista en Turquia no depende
unicamente de la fuerza discursiva, sino también de la capacidad institucional y la coherencia de las politicas.
La capacidad de los partidos nacionalistas para traducir las narrativas simbolicas en resultados de gobernanza
cuantificables —especialmente en &mbitos como la gestion econdmica, el empleo juvenil, el desarrollo regional
y la transparencia institucional— determinard su relevancia politica a largo plazo. En este sentido, la
transformacién del nacionalismo parece estar estrechamente vinculada a las expectativas cambiantes de un
electorado cada vez méas urbanizado, conectado digitalmente y diferenciado desde el punto de vista
socioecondmico. Por lo tanto, es probable que la trayectoria futura del nacionalismo turco venga determinada
por su capacidad para conciliar las narrativas orientadas a la seguridad con las demandas de rendicion de
cuentas democratica, justicia social y resultados econémicos, en un entorno politico cada vez mas competitivo
y basado en alianzas.

Palabras clave: Turquia, nacionalismo, MHP, Partido Iyi
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CrpykrypupoBanHoe Pe3iome:
Tpanchopmauusa Hanuonaausma B Typuun: naprun MHP u «An»

B naHHOM MccneoBaHMM TPENCTaBICH CPABHUTENBHBIN aHAU3 TpaHC)OpMAlUU HAI[MOHAIN3MA B
Typuun Ha npumepe naptuii MHP u «Mu». B Hem yTBepknaercs, uTo HauuoHanusm B Typuuu He
Npe/ICTaBIsIeT Co00H (UKCHPOBAHHYIO WJIM HEW3MEHHYIO HIICOJOTHUECKYIO0 CTPYKTYpY; HAIpOTHB, OH
(YHKIMOHMpYET KaK JUHAMHYECKHH JHMCKYpC, (OpMHpYyeMblI  IMOJMTHYECKOH  KOHBIOHKTYDOIA,
MHCTUTYLMOHAIBHBIMU MEXaHU3MaMH U COIMOJIOTMYECKUMHU U3MEHEeHHUAMH. OCHOBHAs IIeNIb UCCIIeIOBAHUS
— [IPOAHAIM3UPOBATh, KAK HALIMOHAJIN3M PEKOHCTPYUPYETCS HA YPOBHE MIOJIMTUYECKUX IIAPTUH TOCPEICTBOM
B3aUMO/ICHCTBUS MEXIly COIMAIBHBIMU (pakTOpaMu, TAKUMH KaK IMPOOIEMbl 0€30MaCHOCTH, YKOHOMHUYECKHE
Kone0aHus, neMorpaduIecKue CABUTH U CMEHA TIOKOJICHUH, ¥ MOJIUTHYECKUMH MIPOIIECCaMH, BKIIIOYast CTHIN
JMJEpPCTBA, CTpaTerny (POPMHUPOBAHMS ATBSHCOB, OPTaHM3aIMOHHbBIE CTPYKTYPHI M TIOBEICHHE H30MpaTeeil.

C MeTomOoJOTHMYECKOW TOYKH 3pEHUS B HCCIECJOBAHHU HCIONB3YETCSl CMEIIAHHBIM MOIXOM.
KonndecTBeHHBIN acEKT COCTOMT W3 aHalM3a JOKYMEHTOB, OCHOBAHHOTO HAa MAPTHHHBIX IMporpammax,
pe3yipTaTax BBHIOOPOB, MHCTUTYIIMOHAJIBHBIX OTYETaX M MyOIMUYHBIX 3asBIeHUsAX. KauecTBEHHBIN acmekT
OCHOBaH Ha IOJYCTPYKTYPUPOBaHHBIX WUHTEPBbIO, IIPOBEJEHHBIX C BBICOKOIIOCTABICHHBIMU INAPTUHHBIMU
¢ysxkunonepamu kak n3 MHP, tak u u3 maptimn «Mwu», a Takke ¢ y4eHBIMH, CIEIHATH3HPYIONIIMUCS Ha
TypeIKoM HanuoHajmu3Me. [laHHble ObUIH MTPOaHATIH3HPOBAHBI C HCIOIb30BAaHHEM METOJJ0B KOHTEHT-aHaIN3a
C LIEJIbIO BBISABJICHUSI TEMATUYECKUX 3aKOHOMEPHOCTEH U CTPYKTYPHBIX PA3IMUUI MEX1y MHTEpIpeTauusIMu
HaIlMOHAJIM3Ma 00EUMH MapTHUAMH.

Teoperndeckas OCHOBa HCCIIEAOBaHUS ONMPAeTCSs Ha KIIOYEBBIE pPabOTHI B JHMTEpaType II0
HallMOHAIIM3MY, BKJIIo4ast TpyIsl Mapkca, Penana, Bebepa n Annepcona. Hanmonanusm paccMaTpuBaeTcs He
TOJBKO KaK MIe0Norusi, GopMHpYyIOIast HACHTHYHOCTh, HO ¥ KaK MEXaHU3M MOJIUTHYECKOH JIETHTUMHOCTH U
colManbHOW MoOwim3anuu. B aHanmm3e WCHONB3YIOTCS TPH OCHOBHBIX TEOPETHUECKHX MOAXO0Ia K
HAallMOHAIM3MY: TPUMOPAHANIN3M, MOJAEPHH3M M ITHOCHMBOJM3M. B TO BpeMsa kak NpUMOpIUAIIU3M
paccMmarpuBaeT Hallu Kak HCTOPHYECKH YKOPEHEHHBIE U KYJIbTYPHO HETIpEphIBHbIE 00pa30BaHMs1, MOAEPHU3M
UHTEPIPETUPYET HALMOHAIM3M KaK MPOAYKT MPOLECCOB HHIYCTPUAIM3ALMM, LEHTPAIU3ALUM U
TOCYJapCTBEHHOTO CTPOUTENBCTBA. OJTHOCHMBOJM3M, B CBOK OYepelb, IOJUYEPKUBAECT COXPaHEHHUE
JIOMOJIEPHUCTCKHX STHHYECKIX CHMBOJIOB M KOJUIEKTUBHOH MaMSTH B Iporiecce popMHUpOBaHHUS COBPEMEHHOMH
Hanmu. B nccnenoBanny npeobiaagaeT MOAEPHUCTCKAS TIEPCIIEKTHBA, XOTS TP 3TOM HPHU3HAIOTCS 3JIEMEHTHI
STHOCUMBOJIMYECKOH NPEEMCTBEHHOCTHU B TYPELIKOM KOHTEKCTE.

PesynbTaThl IOKa3BIBAlOT, YTO COLMOJOTHYECKHE IpeoOpa3oBaHms B TypIum CyIIECTBEHHO
M3MEHWIN COLMaIbHYI0 0a3y HalMOHAIUCTHYECKOH monuTuku. [IpoOmembl Oe30macHOCTH, B YaCTHOCTH
TEPPOPHU3M U MUTPALMS, BHICTYAIOT B KAUECTBE OCHOBHBIX JABMKYIIMX CHJI HALIMOHATUCTUYECKOTO AUCKYpCa.
KoHnenuust «BBDKMBaHMSI TOCYJapCTBA» WrpaeT KIIOYEBYIO JIETMTUMU3UPYIOUNIYIO PpOJb, OCOOCHHO B
nonuTHdeckoM Happatuse [lapTuun HanmoHansHoro IBMKeHMsT (MXII), HanpsiMyro CBSI3bIBasI HAITMOHAIBHYIO
0€e301acHOCTh C MapTUHHON HICHTHYHOCTHIO. B TO jke BpeMs SKOHOMHYEcKasi HeCTaO WIIbHOCTB, Oe3paboTuiia
1 TpeOOBaHUS CONMANBHOW CIPaBEeIIMBOCTH BIHAIOT HA BHIOOP M30MpaTerel, ompenenss CTpaTernyeckoe
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NO3UIHUOHUPOBaHKe 00enx napTuil. HeJoBOIBECTBO SKOHOMHYECKHM MOJIOKEHHEM, 0COOCHHO CPeIIi MOJIOABIX
n30bupareneld, CTaBUT IOJ COMHCHHE MOCTATOYHOCTh TPAJAMIMOHHOW PHTOPUKH, OPHEHTUPOBAHHOH Ha
BOIIPOCHI OE30TTaCHOCTH.

Hemorpadudeckne CIBUTH M ypOaHHM3alMs NPHBENN K AUBEPCH(UKAINN HALHMOHATHCTHIECKOTO
anekropata. B To Bpems kak MHP coxpanser cuipHYI0 MOAAEpXKKy B Oojiee TpaJAWIMOHHBIX H
KOHCEPBAaTHBHBIX INPOBHHIMAX, maptua «Mm» Oonee 3QQEeKTHBHO NPHBIEKAET TOPOICKHX, CBETCKUX H
0o0pa3oBaHHBIX W30MpaTeneil B 3amaJHBIX PErHOHAaxX. OTO PAaCXOXKICHHWE OTpa)kaeT IEePecTPOHKY
HAIlMOHAJMCTUYECKON MOJIUTUKU MO COLMOJOTMYECKMM, a HE YHCTO HJAEOJorMYeckuM juHusIM. CMmeHa
MIOKOJICHUH enie OOoJIbllie YCIIOKHAET 3Ty TpaHchopmaruo. Mooasle u3ouparenu, Kak MpaBuilo, yIeIsIoT
NPUOPUTETHOE BHHMMAHHE TaKUM BONpOcaM, Kak CIPaBeUIMBOCTb, MEPHUTOKpPATHs, AIKOHOMHYECKHE
BO3MOXKHOCTH M JIEMOKpaTHYeCKOE€  yNpaBlieHHe. OJTa CMEHa IIOKOJIeHHH TpeOyeT, YTOOBI
HalMOHAJTMCTHYECKUH AUCKYPC YUUTHIBAJ COBPEMEHHBIE TPOOJIEMBI, BEIXOASIINE 32 PAMKH KJIACCHYECKHX TEM
6e3omacHoCTH.

OnavH W3 KIIIOYEBBIX ACIEKTOB aHAN3a KAacaeTcs UACONOTMYECKHX pacxoxiaeHuid mexny MHP u
naptueit « Mm». Xots 00e mapTuu ASUCTBYIOT B paMKaX 0oJiee MHUPOKOH HAIIMOHATIHCTHUSCKON TPaIUIIIH, OHH
¢opmymupyror  pasuble uHTepnperanuu. MHP  mpencraBmser  rocyaapcTBEHHO-LEHTPUYHYIO |
OPHEHTHPOBAHHYI0 Ha 0e30macHOCTh (OpMy HaIMOHAJIN3Ma, OCOOEHHO YKPEIHUBIIYIOCS B KOHTEKCTE
HNOJIUTHUKH allbsHCOB TOCNIE IMepexoja K MPe3HIeHTCKOM cucrteme mpasieHus. [laptusa «Mwm», HampoTus,
MPO/ABUTaeT CBETCKHMM M OCHOBaHHBIM Ha TPaXJAaHCTBEHHOCTH HAIMOHAIM3M, JeJas akKIeHT Ha
JIEMOKPATUYECKUX LIEHHOCTSIX, NHCTUTYIMOHAIBHBIX pehopMax n BEpXOBEHCTBE 3aKOHA. PacX0)kIeHuUs HOCST
HE TOJIBKO HJCOJIOTMYECKHH, HO M OpraHM3alMOHHBIN Xapakrep. MHP nemoHCTpupyeT HepapXudecKyr U
JUJIEPCKO-OPUEHTUPOBAHHYIO CTPYKTYpY, XapaKTepU3YIOLIYIOCS IIPEeMCTBEHHOCTbIO M BHYTpEHHEH
qucuuiuinHou. [laptust «Mu», ocHOBaHHAs B OTBET Ha BHyTpeHHee Hecoriiacue B psinax MHP, umeer Gonee
TETEePOTCHHBIN COCTaB U CTAJIKHBACTCS C NMPOOIEMaMH, CBSI3aHHBIMH C HHCTHTYIIHOHAJIbHONW KOHCOJIHMIANeH
U UJEO0JOTHYECKON CIIIIOYEHHOCTBIO.

HccrenoBanne Taxke NEMOHCTPUPYET, YTO TOJHTHKA aldbIHCOB M CHCTEMHBIC IMPeoOpa3oBaHUSA
MOBBICHII  CTPATETWYECKYI0 3HAYMMOCTh  HAIIMOHAJNMCTUYCCKHX  MapTuil. VHCTUTYyIHOHATIM3AIHS
N30MpaTeNHHBIX aJbsTHCOB YCHIIMIA UX IIEPETOBOPHYIO TO3HIINIO B PaMKaX MOJUTHYECKOH cuctemMbl. OHAKO
9Ta JWHAMHKAa TaKXKe MOpPOXKAAeT HANPSHKCHHOCTh B IUIAHE TOANCPKAHHA  HIACONOTHICCKOM
MOCIIE0BATEIHHOCTH, OCOOCHHO ISl MAPTHH, JEHCTBYIOIIUX B COCTABE OMMO3UIIMOHHBIX KOAIUIINH.

AHanu3 noBeAeHHUS H30UpaTeneil BBIABILET ABE YETKO pasinuuMble Mojenu. M36uparemn MHP
OTJIMYAIOTCSI JIOSTIbHOCTBIO U IIPEEMCTBEHHOCTBIO, BOCIIPUHUMAs! IAPTUIO CKOPEE KaK UCTOPUYECKOE JIETI0, YUEM
MPOCTO KaK MOJUTHYECKUH HHCTpyMeHT. M36mpatenu maptum «Mmy», HampoTHB, AEMOHCTPHPYIOT Ooiee
NparMaTu4Hyl0 ¥ OPUEHTHPOBAHHYIO Ha PE3yJIbTAThl MO3MLHIO, & TaKkKe Ooyiee BHICOKYIO M30MpaTeNbHYIO
MOOHMJIBHOCTb. HecMOTpst Ha 3TH pa3iuuusi, MEXIy ABYMs 3JE€KToparaMy HaOiiojaercs 3Ha4MTeNbHas
B3aUMOIIPOHHIIAEMOCTh, YTO OTPaXKaeT 00IIee NAEOIOTNIECKOe Hacieane 00enx mapTHil.

B 3akmodyeHne MOXHO CKa3aTh, YTO HAMOHAIM3M B Typuuu (yHKIMOHHPYET KaK AMHAMUYECKUH
uHTepheiic MeX Ty COIMAIBHBIM CIPOCOM M HOJIMTHYECKUM IIpeAioxkeHneM. BMmecTo Toro 4ro0s! yracars, oH
IpeTepreBaeT CTPYKTYPHYIO M JMCKYPCHBHYIO TpaHc(opMmanuio, omnpeneisieMylo WHCTUTYIHOHAIbHBIMHU
W3MEHECHMSIMH, COIHOJIOTHIECKOH nuBepcudukanueid u ooHoBneHneM nokoneHui. [laptus MHP u maprus
«n» TpeacTaBIAIOT 1BE pa3NUYaAONINecs, HO B3aMMOCBS3aHHBIE TPAEKTOPHH B pPaMKax TYpPEIKOTo
HaIlMOHAJIM3Ma: OJ{Ha MOJYEepPKUBAET MPEEeMCTBEHHOCTh TOCYJapCTBa M OE30MaCHOCTh, APYrasi BBIABUTAET Ha
HEpBBII IUIAaH MOJEPHHU3ALMUI0 U JEMOKPATUYECKOE YINpPaBIE€HHE. OTO Ppa3fABOCHUE WILTIOCTPHUPYET, Kak
HAIIMOHAJIN3M aJalTHPYETCs] K MEHSIOMIMMCS OKUAAHUAM dJIeKTopara. TpaHcopmanus, HabIromaemMast Ha
MapTUITHOM YpOBHE, OTpakaeT Oojiee INMPOKHE CIBHUTH B TYPEIKOM OOIEecTBE, IEMOHCTPHUPYS, HUTO
HAIIMOHAJIN3M OCTaeTCs IIEHTPAIBHBIM, HO N3MEHYHMBBIM KOMIIOHEHTOM COBPEMEHHOHN MOTMTHYECKON KU3HU B
Typuumu.

KpOMC TOTO, IMOJYYCHHBIC JaHHBIC CBUACTCIILCTBYIOT o TOM, 4qTo YCTOﬁQHBOCTB
HaHHOHaHI/ICTH‘IGCKOﬁ IIOJIMTUKU B TypIII/II/I 3aBUCUT HC TOJIBKO OT HHCKprHBHOﬁ CHJIBI, HO H OT
HWHCTUTYHUOHAJIIbBHOTO MOTCHLHAJTIAa W COIJIaCOBAHHOCTU TMOJIMTHUKH. CnocoOHOCTh HaIlMOHAJIUCTUYCCKUX
HapTI/Iﬁ MPETBOPATH CUMBOJIMUCCKUE HAPPATUBLI B UBMEPUMBIC PE3YJIbTAThI TOCYJaAPCTBEHHOI'O YIIPaBJICHUA,
OCOOEHHO B TaKUX C(bean, KaK yhnpaBJICHHUC SKOHOMHKOﬁ, 3aHATOCTb MOJIOACIKHU, PETMOHAJIbBHOC PA3BUTHUC U
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MHCTHTYIMOHAIbHAS NIPO3PAYHOCTh, OYAET ONMPEAEIATh UX JOJITOCPOYHYIO MOJIMTHYECKYIO 3HAYMMOCTh. B
3TOM OTHOIICHWH TpaHC(HOpMAIMsi HANMOHAIN3Ma, MO-BUIAMMOMY, TECHO CBS3aHA C MEHSIOIUMUCS
OXUJaHUSIMH  Bce  Oojee  ypOAaHM3UPOBAHHOTO,  IM(PPOBOTO M  COLHAIBHO-dKOHOMHYECCKH
muddepeHIUpOBaHHOTO 3IeKkTopara. Takum oOpa3oMm, Oyaymias TpaeKTOPUS Pa3BHTHS TYpPEIKOTO
HallMOHAIIM3Ma, BEPOSATHO, OYyAET OMpEeneNsiThCS €ro CHOCOOHOCTBIO COIJIACOBAaTh OPHEHTHPOBAHHBIC HA
6€e301macHOCTh HapPATHUBbI C TPEOOBAHUSIMH IEMOKPATHIECKON TOJOTIETHOCTH, COIIMAILHOM CIIPaBeUINBOCTH
U 9KOHOMHYECKOH 3((EKTHBHOCTH B YCIOBHSX BCE 0Ooyiee KOHKYPEHTHOW M OCHOBAaHHOW Ha allbsHCAX
MOJIMTUYECKOU CpeIbl.

Kurouesnie cioBa: Typuus, Hannonanusm, MHP, IMaptus «wn»
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Yapilandirilmis Ozet:

Bu calisma, MHP ve IYI Parti ornekleri iizerinden Tiirkiye'de milliyetciligin déniisiimiinii
karsilastirmali olarak analiz etmektedir. Calisma, Tiirkiye'de milliyetciligin sabit ya da degismez bir ideolojik
yapiy1 temsil etmedigini; aksine siyasal konjonktiir, kurumsal diizenlemeler ve sosyolojik degisim tarafindan
sekillendirilen dinamik bir séylem olarak iglev gordiiglinii ileri siirmektedir. Arastirmanin temel amaci,
giivenlik kaygilari, ekonomik dalgalanmalar, demografik degisimler ve kusak degisimi gibi toplumsal
dinamikler ile liderlik tarzlari, ittifak stratejileri, orgiitsel yapilar ve segcmen davranisi gibi siyasal siirecler
arasindaki etkilesim araciligiyla milliyetciligin siyasal partiler diizeyinde nasil yeniden insa edildigini
incelemektir.

Yontemsel acidan caligma karma yontem yaklasimini benimsemektedir. Nicel boyut, parti
programlari, se¢cim sonuglari, kurumsal kayitlar ve kamuoyu agiklamalarma dayali dokiiman analizinden
olusmaktadir. Nitel boyut ise hem MHP hem de IYI Parti'nin iist diizey yoneticileriyle ve Tiirk milliyetgiligi
alaninda uzmanlagmis akademisyenlerle gerceklestirilen yari yapilandirilmis goriismelere dayanmaktadir.
Veriler, iki partinin milliyet¢ilik yorumlar: arasindaki tematik oriintiileri ve yapisal ayrigmalart belirlemek
amaciyla igerik analizi teknikleriyle ¢6ziimlenmistir.

Calismanin kuramsal ¢ergevesi, Marx, Renan, Weber ve Anderson'in ¢alismalar1 basta olmak iizere
milliyetgilik literatiiriindeki temel katkilardan yararlanmaktadir. Milliyetcilik yalnizca kimlik olusturucu bir
ideoloji olarak degil, ayn1 zamanda bir siyasal mesruiyet ve toplumsal seferberlik mekanizmasi olarak
kavramsallastirilmaktadir. Analiz, milliyetcilige iliskin ii¢ temel kuramsal yaklagimi — primordializm,
modernizm ve etno-sembolizm — ele almaktadir. Primordializm uluslari tarihsel olarak koklii ve kiiltiirel
bakimdan siirekli varliklar olarak goriirken, modernizm milliyetciligi sanayilesme, merkezilesme ve devlet
ingasi siireglerinin bir {irlinii olarak yorumlamaktadir. Etno-sembolizm ise modern ulus olusumu i¢inde modern
oncesi etnik sembollerin ve kolektif bellegin siirekliligini vurgulamaktadir. Calisma, Tiirkiye 6rnegindeki etno-
sembolik siireklilik unsurlarini  kabul etmekle birlikte agirlikli olarak modernist bir perspektif
benimsemektedir.

Bulgular, Tiirkiye'deki sosyolojik doniisiimlerin milliyetgi siyasetin toplumsal tabanini 6nemli 6lgiide
degistirdigini gostermektedir. Gilivenlik kaygilari — 6zellikle terér ve gé¢ — milliyet¢i sdylemin merkezi
belirleyicileri olarak 6ne ¢ikmaktadir. "Devletin bekast" kavrami, ulusal giivenligi dogrudan parti kimligine
baglayarak, 6zellikle MHP'nin siyasal anlatist i¢inde belirleyici bir mesrulastirict rol oynamaktadir. Ayni
zamanda ekonomik istikrarsizlik, issizlik ve sosyal adalet talepleri se¢men tercihlerini etkileyerek her iki
partinin stratejik konumlanisin1 bicimlendirmektedir. Ozellikle gen¢ se¢menler arasindaki ekonomik
sikayetler, geleneksel giivenlik odakli soylemin yeterliligini sorgulanir hale getirmektedir.

Demografik degisimler ve kentlesme, milliyet¢i se¢men Kkitlesini cesitlendirmistir. MHP daha
geleneksel ve muhafazakar illerde giiclii destegini korurken, IYT Parti bat1 bélgelerindeki kentli, sekiiler ve
egitimli secmenlere daha etkili bigimde hitap etmektedir. Bu ayrisma, milliyetgi siyasetin salt ideolojik degil
sosyolojik hatlar boyunca yeniden yapilandigimi yansitmaktadir. Kusak degisimi bu doniisiimii daha da
karmagik héle getirmektedir. Geng se¢gmenler adalet, liyakat, ekonomik firsat ve demokratik yonetisim gibi
konulara 6ncelik verme egilimindedir. Bu kusaksal kayma, milliyet¢i sdylemin klasik giivenlik temalarmin
otesinde giincel meselelerle iliski kurmasini gerektirmektedir.

Analizin temel boyutlarindan biri MHP ile 1Y1 Parti arasindaki ideolojik ayrigmadir. Her iki parti de
genis anlamda milliyetgi gelenek iginde konumlansa da farkli yorumlar gelistirmektedir. MHP, &zellikle
Cumhurbaskanlig1 Hiikiimet Sistemi'ne gecisin ardindan ittifak siyaseti baglaminda pekisen, devlet merkezli
ve giivenlik odakli bir milliyetcilik bi¢imini temsil etmektedir. Buna karsilik IYT Parti, demokratik degerleri,
kurumsal reformu ve hukukun istiinliiglinii vurgulayan sekiiler ve yurttaslik temelli bir milliyetgiligi
savunmaktadir. Bu ayrigma yalnizca ideolojik degil, ayn1 zamanda orgiitseldir. MHP, siireklilik ve i¢ disiplinle
nitelenen hiyerarsik ve lider merkezli bir yap1 sergilemektedir. MHP icindeki i¢ muhalefete tepki olarak
kurulan IYT Parti ise daha heterojen bir bilesim gdstermekte ve kurumsal konsolidasyon ile ideolojik biitiinliik
konusunda zorluklarla karsilasmaktadir.
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Calisma ayrica, ittifak siyasetinin ve sistemsel doniigiimiin milliyetci partilerin stratejik dnemini
artirdigimi ortaya koymaktadir. Secim ittifaklarinin kurumsallagmasi, bu partilerin siyasal sistem i¢indeki
pazarlik giiciinii yiikseltmistir. Ancak bu durum, 6zellikle muhalefet koalisyonlar1 i¢inde yer alan partiler
acisindan ideolojik tutarliligin korunmasinda gerilimler de dogurmaktadir.

Se¢men davranisi analizi iki farkli Oriintii ortaya ¢ikarmaktadir. MHP se¢menleri, partiyi yalnizca bir
siyasal ara¢ olarak degil tarihsel bir dava olarak algilamalart bakimmdan baglhilik ve siireklilikle
nitelenmektedir. Buna karsilik IYT Parti segmenleri daha pragmatik ve performans odakl bir yonelim ile daha
yiiksek bir segmen hareketliligi sergilemektedir. Bu farkliliklara ragmen, iki se¢gmen kitlesi arasinda her iki
partinin paylastig1 ideolojik mirasi yansitan kayda deger bir gegiskenlik bulunmaktadir.

Sonug olarak Tiirkiye'de milliyetgilik, toplumsal talep ile siyasal arz arasinda dinamik bir arayiiz islevi
gormektedir. Gerilemek bir yana, kurumsal degisim, sosyolojik ¢esitlenme ve kusaksal yenilenme tarafindan
sekillendirilen yapisal ve sdylemsel bir doniisiim gegirmektedir. MHP ve IYT Parti, Tiirk milliyetciligi icinde
birbirinden farklilagmis ancak birbiriyle baglantili iki yoriingeyi temsil etmektedir: biri devletin siirekliligini
ve glivenligi vurgularken, digeri modernlesmeyi ve demokratik yonetisimi dne ¢ikarmaktadir. Bu ¢atallanma,
milliyet¢iligin segmenin degisen beklentilerine nasil uyum sagladigini gdstermektedir. Parti diizeyinde
gozlemlenen doniisiim, Tiirk toplumundaki daha genis kaymalar1 yansitmakta ve milliyetgiligin Tiirkiye'de
cagdas siyasal yasamin merkezi ancak degisken bir bileseni olmay1 siirdiirdiigiinii ortaya koymaktadir.

Bunun yani sira bulgular, Tiirkiye'de milliyetgi siyasetin siirdiiriilebilirliginin yalnizca séylemsel giice
degil, kurumsal kapasite ve politika tutarliligina da bagl oldugunu gdstermektedir. Milliyetci partilerin
sembolik anlatilar1 Slgiilebilir yonetisim ¢iktilarma 6zellikle ekonomi yonetimi, geng istihdami, bolgesel
kalkinma ve kurumsal seffaflik alanlarinda donistiirebilme yetisi, uzun vadeli siyasal etkinliklerini
belirleyecektir. Bu bakimdan milliyetgiligin doniisiimii, giderek kentlesen, dijital olarak baglantili ve sosyo-
ekonomik agidan farklilagan bir segmen kitlesinin degisen beklentileriyle yakindan iligkili gériinmektedir.
Dolayistyla Tiirk milliyet¢iliginin gelecekteki seyri, giivenlik odakli anlatilari demokratik hesap verebilirlik,
sosyal adalet ve ekonomik performans talepleriyle giderek daha rekabetgi ve ittifak temelli bir siyasal ortam
icinde uzlastirabilme kapasitesi tarafindan belirlenecektir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Tiirkiye, Milliyetcilik, MHP, IYI Parti
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The Transformation of Nationalism in Tiirkiye: The MHP and The Iyi Party

Introduction

Nationalism, which occupied a central position during the era in which nation-states
emerged, evolved over the period stretching from the Napoleonic Wars to the twenty-first century
into a hegemonic political force that shaped both individuals' sense of identity and belonging within
the domestic politics of states and the postures adopted by states in international relations. The nation,
regarded in the modern era as the fundamental source of political organization, has become the
wellspring of political legitimacy rather than merely a community united around shared values.
Grounded in the nation, the idea of nationalism constitutes one of the defining elements of political
and social relations at the local, national, and global levels. Renewing itself in response to economic,
political, social, and cultural change and transformation, and managing to reproduce itself in virtually
every period, nationalism possesses a dynamic character in this respect. Just as nationalism serves as
a source and instrument of social integration, it may likewise be deployed as a source and instrument
of social and political fragmentation.

The idea of nationalism, which occupies a significant place in Tiirkiye's political history, has
exerted influence over both political structures and the processes they have undergone. In the late
Ottoman period, the idea of nationalism inspired the non-Muslim communities within the empire to
embark upon separatist movements while simultaneously preparing the ground for the emergence of
Turkish nationalism, which would come to constitute the social and political foundation of the nation-
state that was to be established. In this respect, nationalism not only accelerated the dissolution of
the Ottoman Empire through separatist movements but also became the principal vehicle of
modernization and contributed to the construction of a new national identity. Over time, Turkish
nationalism, situated at the very center of political discourse, evolved from a cultural awakening into
a political programme. The fact that intellectual and political developments in Tiirkiye have never
been independent of developments in the international arena has likewise manifested itself in the
trajectory of nationalism. The rise of fascist ideology in Europe during the 1930s and the anti-
communism of the post-Second World War period carried the influence of nationalism in Tirkiye
beyond the intellectual dimension and into the political sphere. Ascendant during this period, Turkish
nationalism continued its process of ideological maturation at the intellectual level while at the same
time entering a process of institutionalization that culminated in the formation of a political party
founded upon Turkish nationalism.

Turkish nationalism has been decisive in shaping politics across the intellectual, legal, and
structural domains, as well as in sustaining it at the level of discourse and action. Processes unfolding
at the national and global levels, together with the political parties and formations grounded in
Turkish nationalism, have in turn influenced the processes of change and transformation within
nationalism itself. Accordingly, this study evaluates the transformation of nationalism in Tirkiye in
the context of political parties founded upon, and whose policies have been shaped by, the idea of
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nationalism, examining the different institutional representations of nationalism through comparative
analysis. Conducted through the cases of the Nationalist Movement Party (MHP) and the Y1 Party,
the study addresses the transformation that has taken place in the MHP's understanding of
nationalism, along with the political and social dynamics considered to have shaped this
transformation. In 2017, the contest over the chairmanship of the MHP spilled beyond its institutional
channels and resulted in defections from the party. Under the leadership of those who departed, the
IYI Party was founded as a new party grounded in nationalism.

The principal aim of the study is to determine how the respective nationalisms of the two
parties are reflected in their discourse and policy preferences. To this end, the similarities and
differences between the MHP and the Y1 Party are examined with regard to ideological orientations,
leadership practices, organizational structures, and political strategies. Nationalism is, on the one
hand, a resource that furnishes ideological positioning and, on the other, a dynamic field of political
discourse shaped by conjunctural developments. Within this framework, the study addresses the
impact of the MHP and the IYI Party upon the transformation of nationalism at the levels of both
thought and action, and in particular the dynamics of the competition between the two parties.

The central research problem of the study is how the transformation experienced within the
social base of nationalism in the Turkish case is reflected in the institutional policies of the MHP and
the 1Y1 Party, in their respective definitions of nationalism, and in the political competition between
them. Within the framework of this problem, and in light of qualitative findings, the study seeks
answers to the following questions:

¢ How have nationalism in Tiirkiye and the constituency that embraces this ideology been
transformed in the course of conjunctural developments?

e In the context of these transformations, wha‘g k@nds of deviations have occurred over time in
the political policies of the MHP and the 1YI Party, and what have been the underlying
dynamics of these shifts?

e What are the causes and consequences of the institutional divisions that have occurred along
the axis of Turkish nationalism over time?

e How are the theoretical and practical boundaries between milliyet¢ilik (nationalism) and
ulusalcilik (secular-statist Turkish nationalism) constructed at the political level?

e How do the nationalisms of other political actors in Tirkiye affect the nationalist discourse
and political positioning of the MHP and the IYI Party?

The MHP's understanding of nationalism and the policies it has pursued have changed since
its founding, in parallel with developments both in Tiirkiye and in the wider world. Those who left
the party in the early 1990s, together with the Great Unity Party (BBP) they established, adopted a
more conservative interpretation of nationalism. The IYI Party, founded in the aftermath of the new
process of division within the party in 2017, adopted a secular interpretation of nationalism and
sought to position itself closer to the political centre. Despite such an orientation, it is also
emphasized that the difference between the MHP and the IYI Party rests less upon ideological
foundations than upon leadership style, political strategy, and organizational structure. In practice,
both parties are observed to modify their nationalist discourse pragmatically in accordance with
prevailing conditions during electoral periods; in this regard, nationalism in the country appears to
be reshaped conjuncturally, particularly under the influence of political polarization.

Employing the approaches of historical description and sociological analysis, the study
additionally draws upon semi-structured face-to-face interviews, the resulting data from which were
analyzed using the MAXQDA 24 software package. In the course of this analysis, a hybrid codebook
was employed, developed on the basis of theoretical approaches within the nationalism literature as
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well as dynamics emerging from the field data. By analyzing, through the cases of the MHP and the
Y1 Party, both the effect of the transformation of nationalism in Tiirkiye upon political parties and
the contribution of those parties to that transformation, this study offers a contribution to the literature
and to the understanding of Turkish political life.

The Conceptual and Theoretical Framework of Nationalism

This chapter examines the concepts of ideology, nation, and nationalism, together with the
principal theories of nationalism, within the scope of the study's theoretical framework. The historical
and political contexts of these concepts are assessed in a manner designed to provide the foundation
for the analyses that follow.

Ideology is among the terms most extensively treated in the political science literature. As a
system predicated upon political beliefs, ideology tends to foreground the ideas of the governing
stratum. Within the Marxist approach, ideology is understood as a form of consciousness that
legitimates the interests of the dominant class (Marx, 1992, p. 56). Various classifications exist not
only with respect to definitions of ideology but also with regard to its functions. In this respect,
nationalism as an ideology constitutes a discursive field that not only constructs identity but also
produces political legitimacy and enables social mobilization.

As with the concept of ideology, the concept of the nation likewise admits of numerous
definitions. Geographical, philosophical, and historical differences have given rise both to a diversity
of definitions of the "nation" and to variation in the value ascribed to the concept. In traditional
societies, where the nation was generally defined along the axis of religious affiliation, the term
acquired its meaning through individuals' attachment to a prophet or to a system of belief. Ernest
Renan, for his part, did not regard adherence to the same religion, the speaking of the same language,
or residence upon the same territory as sufficient for a society to constitute a nation; he defined the
nation instead as a community possessing a shared past and demonstrating the will and the consent
to live together within the existing order. In Renan's thought, the sentiment of social attachment and
the notion of continuity assume particular prominence (Renan, 1946, pp. 108—120). Max Weber, by
contrast, accorded distinct significance to the state in the formation of the nation, defining the nation
as a community that aspires to establish a state of its own (Weber, 2006, pp. 181-187). Kedourie
(1971, p. 111) likewise associated the nation with the state, describing it as a community of citizens.
Anderson, who approaches the nation critically, observes that nationalism is politically powerful yet
philosophically incoherent; that although the nation is constructed upon the concrete foundations of
modernity, nationalists impute to the concept a subjective antiquity; and that it constructs a distinctive
form of identity and belonging within the modern world (Anderson, 2017, p. 38).

The question of priority between nation and nationalism remains contested in the literature:
whereas the primordialist approach regards the nation as a historical and natural given, the modernist
approach treats nationalism as the fundamental dynamic that constitutes the nation. Eric Hobsbawm
(2017, p. 106) maintains that nationalism is a modern phenomenon that took shape in the nineteenth
century. There are likewise positions holding that the concept emerged in the wake of the American
and French Revolutions (Smith, 1971, p. 27). Nationalism attained academic prominence in the
1940s through the works of Hans Kohn. Kohn (1944, p. 329) addresses nationalism along the axis of
a "Western" typology grounded in rational state-building and an "Eastern" typology of mythological
and cultural origin. Within this distinction, the Western model is defined as the product of a political
formation, while the Eastern model is characterized as an organic structure developing within a
cultural cocoon.

Nationalism is at times treated as an ideology shaped by Romanticism and the
Enlightenment, and at other times regarded as a political doctrine. Breuilly addresses nationalism
under three headings. The first is nationalism as grounded in the ideas of intellectuals. The second is
the sentiment of nationalism resting upon a national consciousness formed through language, culture,
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or religion. The third comprises nationalist movements, that is, nationalism in its activist form
(Breuilly, 1993, pp. 58-61). Snyder (1964) classifies nationalism across the historical process in
terms of integrative, disruptive, aggressive, and contemporary forms. Baradat (2012, p. 62),
emphasizing the ideological neutrality of the concept, observes that the right instrumentalizes
nationalism in the name of stability and the left in the name of welfare.

The diversity of existing scholarship on nationalism, together with the requirement of a
holistic perspective, indicates that nationalism cannot be articulated in unidimensional terms and
must instead be approached through a multilayered assessment. Although debates concerning its
origins, definition, and classification persist, nationalism continues to retain its character as a
determining force in the shaping of politics. Accordingly, the subsequent chapters of this study will
examine nationalism through the dynamics of its transformation, treating its political and social
dimensions together rather than reducing the concept to a definition.

Divergences of opinion in the literature concerning the emergence of the nation and of
nationalism have prepared the ground for the development of theories of nationalism, among which
three principal theories have come to the fore. Ozkirimli (2015), who systematizes these theoretical
debates comparatively, classifies theories of nationalism along the axis of primordialist, modernist,
and ethno-symbolist approaches, and argues that nationalism is less a single, monolithic ideology
than a discourse that assumes different forms in different contexts. This approach converges with the
fundamental assumption of the present study, which treats nationalism as a practice that transforms
in accordance with the conditions of a given period. The first of these theories is primordialism,
which regards the nation as a natural form of belonging independent of historical process (Shils,
1957, p. 135). The second is modernist theory, which regards the nation as a socio-economic and
structural phenomenon produced by the processes of industrialization and modernization (Gellner,
2013, p. 58). The third is ethno-symbolist theory, which mediates between primordialists and
modernists by focusing upon the pre-modern ethnic origins and cultural symbols of the nation (Smith,
1971). The findings obtained in the course of this study's analysis indicate that these theories find
expression in differing forms within the MHP and the YT Party. The MHP's nationalism, configured
around an emphasis upon survival (beka), security, and a shared historical past, appears to run parallel
to the core arguments of primordialist and ethno-symbolist theory. The IYI Party, by contrast, has
been found to define nationalism along the axis of centrist politics and upon the ground of the
economy, rational institutions, and democracy an approach corresponding predominantly to the
framework of modernist theory. This demonstrates that theories of nationalism are concretized in
politics in differing forms and are reproduced through practices that undergo transformation within
the context of parties.

The first theory to emerge with respect to the interpretation of nationalism is primordialism.
According to primordialist theory, the period in which nations emerged extends into remote antiquity.
Its proponents accordingly maintain that nations possess a deep-rooted historical past, and hold that
nationalism arose with the politicization of nations. Within the theory, tradition, meaning, and
language which lay the groundwork for social cohesion are accorded particular importance. Gokalp
(2007, pp. 280-283), while noting the significance of belief and myth in social integration, identifies
language as the essential vehicle of cultural transmission.

Modernist theory is referred to in some sources as instrumentalism. Rather than tracing the
origins of nationalism to remote antiquity, this theory regards it as a product of modernity, evaluating
nationalism as the outcome of the processes of industrialization, centralization, and modern state-
building. Modernist theory holds that nationalism is not a given essence but is rather capable of
undergoing change and transformation according to conditions of place and time. Considering
politics and culture together, it argues that nationalism, besides serving as an identity capable of
mobilizing the citizen, may coordinate the interests of different groups within society and may be

www.turkishstudies.net/economy



2632 Goktug Seker

transformed into a thesis that furnishes legitimacy to the power of the ruling authority. Within
modernist theory, nationalism is assessed as a response to the structural transformations of the
modernization process. Anderson (2017, pp. 20-22) defines the nation as a political community
imagined within the modern era.

Ethno-symbolist theory regards the other two theories with a critical eye. While it treats the
nation as a modern phenomenon, it nonetheless maintains that the ethnic foundations of nations
emerged prior to the modern era. According to ethno-symbolist theory, shared culture and history
occupy an important place in the process through which nationalism emerged. The theory regards as
reductionist both the primordialist contention that nations form spontancously and possess an
immutable structure and the modernist claim that nationalisms are fabricated and constructed.
Arguing that the ethnic past has been neglected within the nationalism literature, the ethno-symbolist
approach assesses nations in the context of historical and ethnic continuity.

In order to apprehend the Turkish counterpart of these theoretical debates, the work of Tanil
Bora proves instructive. In Tiirk Saginin U¢ Hali (The Three Faces of the Turkish Right), Bora reads
the Turkish right through three mutually permeable states nationalism, conservatism, and Islamism
and argues that nationalism bears a fluid character among these three (Bora, 2017, p. 14). In
Cereyanlar (Currents), meanwhile, he addresses political ideologies in Tiirkiye along the axis of
historical continuities and ruptures, thereby laying bare the modes of articulation that nationalism
establishes with different ideological strands (Bora, 2017, p. 54). This framework serves as a
theoretical foundation for the analysis of the MHP and the iY1 Party, which, despite sharing a
common historical origin, exhibit divergent nationalist practices.

One of the significant conceptual distinctions within debates on nationalism in the Turkish
context is the differentiation between ulusalcilik and milliyet¢ilik. Although both terms are employed
as equivalents of "nationalism" in Western languages, within Tiirkiye's intellectual tradition they
point to distinct strands. Milliyet¢ilik denotes a tradition whose roots extend to Ziya Gokalp and to
the Turkist current of the early Republican period, marked by strong ethno-cultural referents and
identified predominantly with right-wing politics. Ulusalcilik, by contrast, designates a current that
gained visibility from the 1990s onward, distinguished by a pronounced emphasis upon secularism
and Kemalism, a foregrounded anti-imperialist discourse, and a self-positioning along a left-Kemalist
line (Bora, 2017, p. 103). This distinction is not merely a terminological preference but a reflection
of the ways in which nationalism has been articulated to different ideological families in Tiirkiye.
Although both the MHP and the IYI Party examined in this study emerge from within the nationalist
tradition, the 1Y Party's orientation toward centrist politics is significant insofar as it opens to debate
the permeability of the boundaries between these two strands.

When the three theories of nationalism are considered together, it becomes apparent that
nationalism does not possess a unidimensional structure but is rather multilayered and dynamic in
character. Each theory foregrounds a different dimension of nationalism, which in turn indicates that
nationalism is structurally open to transformation. In this study, nationalism will be assessed from a
holistic perspective through political actors, social factors, and party structures in line with the
possibilities afforded by these theories. The study analyzes nationalism on the basis of the modernist
approach, while also taking into account elements of ethno-symbolic continuity, through discourse
and practice at the level of political parties”.

* For selected studies focusing on the Nationalist Movement Party (MHP) and nationalism, see. Akdal (2020), Karaca
(2023), Adigiizel, 2011), (Akgiin, 2012), (Akinct & Yavuzyilmaz, 2018), (Akyiiz, 2015), (Arslan, 2012), (Aydm, 2015),
(Baskan, 2016), (Belli, 2015), (Birsel & Ozkaya Duman, 2013), (Ceribas, 2012), (Caglayan, 2015), (Cakir, 2016),
(Caliskan, 2018), (Caliskan, 2017), (Cav, 2021), (Caylak & Sahbaz, 2018), (Coban, 2021), (Cog, 2015), (Davulcu, 2015),
(Demir, 2011), (Dervisoglu, 2015), (Ding, 2016), (Dogan, 2013), (Erdil, 2025), (Gedikli Berber, 2012), (Gilindogdu, 2016),
(Giirsoy Ataman, 2015), (Giiven Kilicarslan, 2019), (Haliloglu, 2020), (Harmanci, 2010), (Hasanoglu, 2015), (i¢li, 2015),
(Kara, 2017), (Karaca, 2023), (Karakog, 2020), (Kaya & Eroglu, 2021), (Kaymak & Oztiirk Aykag, 2015), (Kilig, 2015),
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The Transformation of Nationalism in the Context of Political and Social Dynamics

This section evaluates the political and social transformation that has occurred in the
understandings of nationalism held by the Nationalist Movement Party (MHP) and the IYI Party, in
light of data obtained through qualitative research methods. The data were analyzed by means of
content analysis. Both deductive and inductive coding approaches were adopted in the course of the
analysis. The deductive codes were derived from the theories of nationalism constituting the study's
theoretical framework, together with the categories embedded in the research questions: the discourse
of survival (beka) and security, the economy, democracy, alliance politics, leadership, and voter
behavior. The inductive codes, by contrast, were developed from the data themselves during the
process of reading. The coding process was conducted using the MAXQDA 24 software package.
Throughout this process, code definitions, coding decisions, and the relationships among categories
were explicitly specified in the codebook, thereby safeguarding the consistency and auditability of
the analysis. The resulting codes were organized under main themes, sub-themes, and the smaller
subordinate codes attached to them. The codebook is presented in Table 1, and the findings are set
out below under thematic headings.

Table 1. Codebook

Main Theme Sub-Theme Code f
Security sensitivity (PKK, terrorism) & 17
Social Tension and migration
SeRuly Polarization 5
Interest- and expectation-driven 9
participation
Economic pressures & social justice 4
Economy and Everyday Economic crises & unemployment 2
Life
Anxiety about the future 2
Differentiation within the base 29
Diversity (differing perceptions of 13
nationalism)
Massification 7
Sociological Change . .
and the Social Base Social Structure and Urbanization & the effect of education 6
D h . .
emography Migration and demographic change 6
Globalization & external dynamics 2
Generations and Modes of Generational transformation 9
Participati . .
articipation Youth engagement with politics 4

(Kizar & Yavuz, 2019), (Kobya, 2019), (Képriilii, 2018), (Koéroglu, 2018), (Osmanoglu, 2013), (Ozbay, 2020), (Ozdemir,
2009), (Ozkan, 2019), (Ozmen & Oztiirk, 2019), (Oztiirk, 2015), (Smar Ugurlu, 2010), (Sogukdémerogullari, 2013a),
(Sogukoémerogullari, 2013b), (Siit¢li, 2012), (Sahin, 2017), (Simsek, 2015), (Simsek, 2024), (Simsek, 2022), (Temur,
2011), (Torun Celik, 2016), (Torun, 2018), (Tung, 2010), (Tiirk, 2018), (Ugurlu, 2011), (Ulucan, 2019), (Ulutas & Ulu,
2015), (Ungiider, 2017), (Yegen, 2018), (Yesilyurt, 2022), (Yildirim, 2012), (Yildirim-Sahin, 2019), (Yilmaz, 2013),
(Yigit, 2010), (Yussupova & Zabun, 2020), (Zavotcu, 2012).
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Ideological
Orientation and
Conceptual
Distinctions

Intra-Party Processes
and Leadership

Discourse and the
Dynamics of
Transformation

Types and Interpretations
of Nationalism

Competing / Alternative
Frames

Division and Alliances

Founding, Legacy, and

Leadership

Governance and
Institutionalization

Goktug Seker

Social media / digital politics 1

Discursive fluctuation (Turkish-Islamic

<> secular « ulusalcr) 34
Instrumentalization of nationalism 25
Conjun(.:tural/ strategic nationalism 10
(strategic deployment)

Security-oriented nationalism 8

Consolidation of the MHP's statist line 8

The IYI Party's shift toward the centre 5

Principled/inclusive, value-based

nationalism 4l

Kemalist / laicist / secular nationalism 39

Conservative discourse 20
Citizenship-based nationalism 10
The modernity of nationalism 6
(ulusalcilik)

Centre-right nationalism 3
Ethnic identity politics 12
Decline of identity politics 7
Intra-party divisions & 13
defections/organizational transfers

Effect of alliances/external factors 14
Emergence of a new party (the rise of

the 1Y1 Party) & the search for 11
alternatives

Radicalization & illegality 5
Alliance potential (a nationalist 5
alliance)

Founder/leader legacy (Atatiirk, 23
Tiirkes) & intellectual legacy

Leadership ambition / personal 1
influence

Leadership crisis & loss of trust 9
Leadership change (Aksener — 4

Dervisoglu, etc.)
Failure to institutionalize & pragmatism = 13

Crisis of intra-party democracy /
purging of internal opposition
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Managerial weakness & transparency

problems 4
Cadre formation / merit 6
Candidate selection & elitism 4
. Electoral strategy & performance
Elections and Strategy (broad cluster) 11
Voter realignments & restructuring 14
Reciprocal interaction (MHP <« [YI 3
Party Base and Voter = Profile and Mobility Party)
Behavior Urban / secular / centre-right voter )
profile
Loyalty & continuity 15
Attitudes and Motivation = Informed voter support 3
Pragmatic voter behavior 3

As Table 1 indicates, a number of main themes emerged from the findings. The main themes,
their corresponding sub-themes, and the associated codes are presented separately together with their
frequencies. In order that the findings emerging within the main themes and their attendant sub-
themes might be set out with clarity, each main theme is assessed separately.

Sociological Change and the Social Base

One of the most robust findings of the research is that the social bases of the nationalist
parties have undergone considerable transformation over time. Social structure, intergenerational
differences, economic conditions, and security concerns are seen to exert determining effects upon
nationalism. The sub-themes and codes belonging to this theme are presented in Figure 1 in
accordance with the hierarchical code—subcode model.

Figure 1. Hierarchical code—subcode model for the theme of sociological change and the
social base
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Social Tension and Security

Participants emphasized that the phenomena of terrorism (the PKK) and migration play a
determining role in the shaping of nationalism (f = 17). This confirms the strength of security
sensitivity within the party base. The PKK threat, which participants regard as a matter of existential
survival (beka), was associated with the MHP's Turkish-Islamic line and with its contemporary
political reactions. One participant expresses this perception of security in the following terms: "If
there is a problem of survival, such as the PKK, the state intervenes. The PKK is not demanding a
right, and everyone can now see this. The PKK is a terrorist organization pursuing a policy of
dividing and destroying the Turkish nation." Polarization, which comes to the fore in political
competition (f = 5), was criticized by participants as divisive and dangerous. The continued use of
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the divisive language that Tiirkes had rejected, together with ethnic identity politics, was found to
run counter to the inclusiveness of nationalism. A participant with political experience criticizes the
tendency toward polarization within contemporary nationalist discourse by setting it against the
perspective of historical figures: "When one looks at developments after 1997, what strikes me —
and what I do not accept — is that the polarizing, divisive, and dangerous mentality that Alparslan
Tiirkes categorically rejected holds currency today. Such a change has taken place... If you call a
citizen living in the East a Kurd, and someone elsewhere a Laz or a Circassian, division arises among
people, and this is not a right thing to do."

The waves of terrorism and migration that intensified from the 1990s onward were
enumerated as fundamental dynamics of social transformation. It was further stated that the practice
of prolonged incumbency has transformed the social base, and that the resistance of conventional
politicians to change has obstructed the path of new actors. With globalization and the dissolution of
the USSR, sensitivity regarding Turks abroad increased, and the power of the state came to be
associated with the protection of the rights of Turks beyond the country's borders. In the context of
contemporary opposition to immigration, the policies of the Victory Party (Zafer Partisi) were
assessed by participants not as a manifestation of a "fascist" tendency but rather as a strategic move
calculated to win grassroots support.

The pronounced role of terrorism and migration in the transformation of nationalism bears
resemblance to the security-based nationalism constructed through shared identity, historical
belonging, and the perception of the other — elements foregrounded by primordialist and ethno-
symbolist theory (Geertz, 1973). The transformation of nationalism under the influence of political
competition and globalization likewise runs parallel to the modernist perspective, which evaluates
nationalism as the product of changing economic and political conditions.

Economy and Everyday Life

Not only security and identity factors but also economic conditions and interest-driven
dynamics prove determining in the shaping of nationalism. According to participants, interest- and
expectation-driven participation (f = 9), together with economic pressures and demands for social
justice (f = 4), affect the social base of nationalist parties. Unemployment and economic crisis (f =
2), along with the mounting anxiety about the future (f = 2), figure among the significant factors in
voters' orientation toward nationalist parties. This indicates that economic fragilities have become an
element bearing directly upon nationalist discourse. Participants stated that problems such as young
people queuing for visas, unemployment, the prevalence of narcotics, and the absence of justice
constitute elements that weaken nationalist discourse. The effect of crises and of deficiencies in social
justice upon nationalist idealism is exemplified in participants' views as follows: "If young people
today are standing in visa queues, if there is unemployment, if narcotics are widespread, if there is
neither right nor justice, then it is simply not possible to speak of nationalism here." Within this
framework, it is noted that the prevailing economic outlook in the country plays an important role in
perceptions of nationalism. It was stated that a policy approach attentive to the problems of Turkish
youth and pensioners finds resonance within the nationalist base.

The internal dynamics of political parties were likewise associated with economic interests.
Among the reasons for defections from the IYI Party, mistaken candidate selections, the non-
fulfillment of individual demands, and allegations of self-interest come to the fore. This finding
indicates that the effect of economic deterioration upon voters is related to the processes of socio-
economic transformation foregrounded within modernist theory.

Social Structure and Demography

The findings indicate that the nationalist base has diversified and has undergone sociological
transformation. The codes "differentiation within the base" and "diversification of perceptions of
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nationalism" are the principal indicators of this change. Processes of urbanization, education, and
demographic mobility have occasioned a re-articulation of nationalism within the social base. The
influence of globalization and of external dynamics demonstrates the interaction of Turkish
nationalism with developments at the global level.

The transformation has revised the outlook upon nationalism of those groups that migrated
from village to city and whose level of education rose. Turkish nationalism, initially an elite
movement, has been transformed into an expression of identity in the eyes of the urban middle class
and of university-educated youth. One of the academic participants explains the transformation as
follows: "In the 1960s, nationalism in Tiirkiye was something that found resonance only among a
particular elite. What we call Turkish nationalism, or Turkism, was an elite movement. The existence
of a party defining itself as Turkish nationalist accelerated the mass diffusion of Turkish
nationalism." The data indicate that Turkish nationalism possesses an inclusive structure that does
not countenance ethnic discrimination and that it constitutes a point of reference across all strata of
society. At the same time, although conceptual differences obtain between the secular and anti-
imperialist ulusalcilar and the milliyetciler, whose discourse carries religious tones, a consensus is
observed on certain social questions.

The secularizing tendency of the new generation has lent flexibility to perceptions of
nationalism. The erosion of the barriers between outward appearance (earrings, tattoos, and the like)
and traditional spaces (the Ulkii Ocaklar1, or Idealist Hearths) is one example of this. Viewed in terms
of political geography, it was established that the MHP, in conjunction with the People's Alliance
(Cumhur ittifaki), has grown stronger within the traditional and provincial base identified as the
"Seljuk Crescent," while the IYI Party finds resonance in the western provinces and among the
secular segment of the electorate. This differentiation is expressed by one participant in the following
terms: "With the formation of the People's Alliance, there is a Nationalist Movement Party that has
returned once more to its pre-1980 sociological structure. Against this, the IY1 Party has taken up the
urban, Mediterranean, secular constituency that had become MHP-aligned after 1990." In sum, the
transformation within social structure has brought with it the heterogenization of the nationalist base.
The code trends belonging to this theme are presented in Figure 2. An examination of the information
given in the figure reveals that the most frequently applied code is "differentiation within the base."

Figure 2. Code trend for the theme of sociological change and the social base

The influence exerted by rising levels of education and increasing rates of urbanization upon
the transformation of nationalism accords with modernist theory, which holds that nationalism is
reproduced under modern conditions (Gellner, 2013, p. 53). Moreover, the fact that nationalism
constitutes a common point of reference across different social formations and produces identity
through historical attachments converges with the symbolic continuity and collective memory
foregrounded by ethno-symbolist theory (Smith, 1971). Viewed in terms of political geography, the
MHP's consolidation in the regions designated the "Seljuk Crescent" and the IYI Party's resonance
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among urban and secular constituencies indicate that the social bases of the two parties are
concentrated within different cultural basins. This differentiation may be read in dialogue with the
cultural fault lines identified by the centre—periphery approach (Mardin, 1990, pp. 30—66), to which
recourse is frequently had in explaining Turkish politics. Nevertheless, because nationalism in
Tiirkiye is a discourse claimed by actors of both the centre and the periphery, neither party can be
positioned straightforwardly as the representative of the one or the other. The picture that emerges
from the findings is that nationalism constitutes a discursive field which cuts across this classical
division and is reproduced, with differing content, within both basins.

Generations and Modes of Participation

The relationship that new generations establish with politics is regarded as a critical field of
transformation for the future of nationalist parties. According to participants' statements, generational
transformation (f = 9) and youth engagement with politics (f = 4) are reshaping the dynamics of the
nationalist base. Digitalization and social media (f = 1) come to the fore as a channel that
differentiates the ways in which young voters acquire a political identity. The refusal of conventional
politicians in Tiirkiye to vacate the field renders the emergence of new political actors difficult and
defers the integration of younger generations into the political system. Young people today are more
open to the outside world and possess the means to examine the conditions of their own country
against an international standard. Political formations that integrate the young into politics, that
persuade them and incorporate them into processes of participation, are therefore seen to occupy an
advantageous position.

Alongside social change, younger generations are observed to be tending toward
secularization. Rather than being apolitical, the young exhibit an anti-political stance arising from
the failure of politics to resolve their own problems. The structural distance that young people have
developed toward existing institutional politics, together with their capacity for global comparison,
is reflected in the findings as follows: "There is a youth that is not apolitical but anti-political. Anti-
politics is the condition in which politics fails to find solutions to their problems, and this generation
too is moving in that direction... Today's youth are more open to the outside world than those of ten
or twenty years ago, and are far better placed to compare the country's situation with that of the world
beyond..." Participants emphasize that nationalism did not in the past find resonance among women
voters and young women, but that this situation has since changed. The fact that even young people
who wear earrings and have tattoos are able to find a place within the Ulkii Ocaklar1 (Idealist Hearths)
demonstrates the widening of nationalism's social inclusiveness. The relaxation of the barriers
between traditional nationalist spaces and the aesthetic and cultural preferences of the new generation
is corroborated in the field observations by the following remarks: "In the past we used to see that
nationalism did not find much resonance among women voters and young women. That is no longer
the case. There are young people wearing earrings and tattoos in the Ulkii Ocaklar1." This finding
reveals that the nationalist movement has developed a more flexible accommodation with the
lifestyles of younger generations. The MHP has historically attached importance to the cultivation of
young people possessed of strong national sentiment. The problems confronting today's youth visa
queues, unemployment, the prevalence of narcotics, and the absence of justice make it difficult for
nationalist discourse to prove effective on its own.

Ultimately, the participation of the young in politics and intergenerational differentiation
present nationalist parties with both a challenge and a field of opportunity. The secularizing value
worlds of young people, their political practices shaped by digitalization, and their anti-political
inclinations are seen to figure among the fundamental factors that will directly determine the future
orientations of nationalism.
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Ideological Orientation and Conceptual Distinctions

The second main theme of the study focuses on the ideological orientations of nationalist
parties and the transformations these orientations have undergone over time. The findings indicate
that nationalism has diversified in terms of discourse, conceptual definitions, and ideological
positioning, and that this diversification has contributed to the differentiation among political parties.
Figure 3 presents the sub-themes and codes associated with this theme according to the hierarchical
code—subcode model.

Figure 3. Hierarchical Code—Subcode Model of the Theme Ideological Orientation and
Conceptual Distinctions
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Discourse and the Dynamics of Transformation

The findings reflect the presence of pronounced discursive fluctuations within the nationalist
parties (f = 34). Ranging from the Turkish-Islamic Synthesis toward secular and u/usalci emphases
and toward security-oriented discourses, these fluctuations indicate that nationalism is
instrumentalized as a tool of strategic politics rather than sustained as an ideological position (f =
25). Conjunctural (f = 10) and security-oriented (f = 8) approaches confirm that nationalist rhetoric
intensifies during alliance processes or periods of crisis in a manner calculated to serve the purposes
of the moment. Having developed as a modern phenomenon within Turkish history, nationalism has
shed the doctrinaire character it bore during the Cold War and has evolved into a flexible and
pragmatic framework (Hobsbawm, 2017, p. 107). The periodically polarizing use of the concept,
however, was characterized by participants as a divisive and dangerous tendency.

The examination conducted at party level shows that, in the post-Tiirkes period, the MHP
has undergone conjunctural transitions between the ulusalci line and the Turkish-Islamic Ideal,
exhibiting a structure that synthesizes Atatlirk nationalism with Turkism. One of the academic
participants describes this fluctuation across successive periods as follows: "Where Turkish
nationalism is concerned, there have been periods in the MHP in which sometimes Turkism,
sometimes the Turkish-Islamic element, and sometimes religious identity came to the fore. What
brings this about is the prevailing conjuncture. In the 2000s the MHP blended Turkish nationalism
with Atatiirk nationalism. In the period after 15 July, by contrast, it foregrounded by virtue of the
alliances the classical Turkish-Islamic Ideal, a perspective that fuses Turkishness with Islam." By
contrast, the approach that confines nationalism within party boundaries is assessed as an element
that narrows the concept. The Y1 Party, in its search for a position on the centre-right, has adopted
a secular and Atatiirk-nationalist identity. As regards other actors, it was observed that Kemalist
nationalism has weakened within the CHP through its left-liberal shift, while the AK Party,
particularly after 2016 and by way of the People's Alliance, has deployed nationalism as an
instrumental rhetoric along a conservative axis. In the words of one participant: "The People's
Alliance has brought the Justice and Development Party considerably closer to nationalism, and has
brought the Nationalist Movement Party somewhat closer to Islamism." This statement reveals that
the alliance relationship does not remain merely at the level of electoral strategy but reciprocally
transforms the ideological positioning of both parties. The Victory Party, for its part, constitutes an
anti-immigrant secular line, while the Great Unity Party has preserved its traditional Islamic and
nationalist line. In sum, nationalism in the Turkish case is a dynamic field that assumes differing
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functions in accordance with social dynamics, security problems, and global developments. This
indicates that the concept retains its central position as a source of both ideological and pragmatic
legitimacy.

The transformations occurring within nationalism, together with its instrumentalization as a
tool of politics, run parallel to the claims of instrumentalist accounts of nationalism (Brass, 1991, p.
45). Approaches that explain nationalism as a political argument and an instrument of mobilization
(Breuilly, 1993) prove explanatory of the transformations that parties undergo during periods of crisis
and alliance. The IYI Party positions itself along the axis of an inclusive civic nationalism marked
by secular and democratic emphases. The MHP, by contrast, proceeding from the Turkish-Islamic
Ideal and from conservative foundations, foregrounds a more cultural form of nationalism; this
constitutes the Turkish reflection of the classical distinction between civic and cultural nationalism
(Kohn, 2012, pp. 130-146).

Types and Interpretations of Nationalism

The research findings reveal that nationalism is defined in heterogeneous forms within
Turkish politics. The themes recurring most frequently in participants' statements are the
principled/inclusive, value-based conception of nationalism (f = 41) and the Kemalist/secular
conception (f = 39). These are followed, respectively, by conservative discourse (f = 20), the
citizenship-based approach (f = 10), and centre-right nationalism (f = 3). The data indicate that the
concept is interpreted not as a matter of racial identity but as a rational programme directed toward
the development of the Turkish nation and as a question of inclusive culture. One participant
expresses this understanding in the following terms: "No party, institution, or individual that fails to
treat nationalism as a proposal advanced on behalf of the nation, as a programme, as a matter of
reason and of science, can be a nationalist." Similarly, another participant foregrounds the inclusive,
non-racial character of nationalism: "Our Turkish nationalism is a cultural nationalism, one not
founded upon race: it is composed of people who live the same religion, who weep over the same
things, who live upon the same soil."

In the context of political parties, the MHP has across its history undergone conjunctural
transitions between the Turkish-Islamic Ideal and w/usalc: rhetoric. In the final analysis it has
exhibited a structure that synthesizes Atatiirk nationalism within its own ideological laboratory. The
IYI Party, for its part, aimed at its founding to position itself upon the centre-right. Developing a
secular conception of nationalism through its emphases upon democracy, liberty, and development,
it diverged from the MHP.

At the conceptual level, the distinction between secular and conservative nationalism
emerges as the principal fault line. This anticipation is expressed explicitly in participants'
statements: "In the period ahead, secularism and conservatism will constitute a fault line within
Turkish nationalism." Notwithstanding nationalism's historical bond with religion, secular tendencies
are anticipated to grow stronger among the new generations. In sum, nationalism is shaped by
differing interpretations and continues to serve as an indispensable source of political legitimacy for
all parties.
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Figure 4. Code trend for the theme of ideological orientation and conceptual distinctions

Competing / Alternative Frames

Nationalism is shaped not only through internal interpretations but also in interaction with
the alternative discourses positioned against it. In this regard, ethnic identity politics (f = 12) is seen
as the principal element standing opposed to nationalism. The decline of identity politics (f = 7)
indicates that nationalist discourse has begun to dominate the political field. Participants emphasize
that formations which have difficulty with the definition of the "Turkish Nation" cannot be regarded
as nationalist. They characterize criticisms directed at the Ottoman legacy and at Tiirkes's vision of
Turks abroad as an effort to erode nationalism at the micro level. One participant sets out this criterion
in the following terms: "It is an incontrovertible fact that parties which have a problem with the
concept of the "Turkish Nation' cannot be nationalist." Ulusalcuik is defined as a rational, nation-
statist current possessing a narrower geographical vision than milliyetcilik. One of the participants
active in politics defines this difference in terms of geographical vision: "Ulusalcilik seeks to occupy
a far narrower frame in terms of geographical vision. We Turkish nationalists, by contrast, address
the future of the Turkish nation across a far broader geography, together with humanity as a whole."
An academic participant, meanwhile, establishes the distinction at the conceptual level along the axis
of religion and secularism: "Ulusalcilik equals milliyet¢ilik minus religion. The word millet carries
within it an Islamic terminology; milliyetcilik foregrounds a religious connotation." The equation of
nationalism with racism by the ulusalci camp, together with its approach excluding religious and
ethnic elements, is a subject of criticism. This picture likewise appears consistent with ethno-
symbolist theory, which emphasizes that nationalism is reproduced within differing ideological
positionings.

At the international level, the wave of migration and ethnic nationalism in Europe constitutes
a significant factor influencing debates in Tiirkiye. In this regard, the anti-immigrant discourse of the
Victory Party demonstrates that nationalism is being redefined within an alternative frame.
Moreover, the MHP's criticism of the IYI Party over the latter's cooperation with the DEM Party
shows that nationalism functions as a field of both legitimacy and conflict among rival actors. In the
end, although ethnic politics, ulusalcilik, and left-liberal approaches reposition nationalism, the
findings indicate that the central position of nationalist rhetoric within Turkish politics has not
weakened. This assessment rests upon three observations. First, participants emphasize that every
current seeking political success in Tiirkiye is obliged to articulate itself to nationalist rhetoric. In the
words of one participant, "if a current wishes to succeed in Tiirkiye, it must without question integrate
itself into nationalism." Second, the fact that the combined vote share of the nationalist parties
reached approximately 24 per cent in the most recent general election (YSK, 2023) demonstrates the
resonance of this discourse at the level of the electorate. Finally, the recourse to nationalist themes
even by parties emerging from different ideological traditions reveals that nationalism has become a
language of legitimacy cutting across the party spectrum.
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Intra-Party Processes and Leadership

This main theme sets out the internal dynamics, leadership processes, and levels of
institutionalization within the nationalist parties. Participants' statements indicate that intra-party
divisions, leadership figures, and problems of institutional structure are determining factors in the
transformation of nationalist parties. The sub-themes and codes belonging to this theme are presented
in Figure 5 in accordance with the hierarchical code—subcode model.

Figure 5. Hierarchical code—subcode model for the theme of intra-party processes and
leadership
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Division and Alliances

One of the striking features of the nationalist parties is that of intra-party divisions and
organizational transfers. Movements from the Nationalist Movement Party to the I1YI Party
demonstrate the permeability between them. Participants assess the emergence of the IYI Party,
within the process of new party formation, as a reaction to the MHP's establishment of an alliance
with the Justice and Development Party. In this process, alliances and external factors — events such
as the Solution Process and the coup attempt of 15 July — played a determining role in the
orientations of the nationalist parties. While alliances gave rise to fractures within the nationalist
base, they also prepared the ground for the emergence of new political actors. Alliance potential,
radicalization, and illegality are further regarded as elements shaping the future orientations of the
nationalist parties.

Participants emphasize that joining or leaving a party lies in the nature of politics, but that
every departure ought to be examined so that similar mistakes may be averted in the future: "Just as
joining a political party is a natural right, so too is leaving that party a right. But we must examine
each departure separately, so that similar mistakes are not made in the periods to come." Whereas
departures from the MHP are for the most part attributed to deviation from the party line or to
ideological differences, departures from the Y1 Party are said to be associated with such causes as
mistaken candidate selections or uncertainty over the presidential candidate.

The fact that many who left the MHP still employ the expression "our party" shows that the
division between the two parties possesses a complex character not only at the institutional level but
within the base as well. While figures such as Umit Ozdag and Yavuz Agiralioglu stand out among
those who departed the Y1 Party on sociological grounds, the fact that a considerable proportion of
IYI Party members within the provincial organizations were formerly of MHP origin renders the
permeability between the two parties still more visible. One of the academic participants gives
concrete form to this permeability through his observations in the field: "What I see in the provinces,
in Anatolia, in the provincial organizations and among the delegates, is that many [Y1 Party members
were previously with the MHP. Someone who was an MHP provincial chair before 2018 you may
find serving as an IYI Party provincial chair after 2018. Whether these people became Y1 Party
members through sociological transformation, or whether political motivation came to the fore, [ am
not certain."
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The founding of the Y1 Party arose from the search, on the part of constituencies committed
to nationalist and republican values and believing in democracy, to constitute an alternative to the
government. In this context, the MHP's establishment of an alliance with the AK Party after 15 July,
together with internal debates concerning a change of leadership, are cited among the fundamental
reasons for the IYI Party's emergence. The party was founded by actors of MHP origin who had not
prevailed in the leadership contest, and although it has borne a nationalist identity since its founding,
it has been shaped by its claim to the centre-right. It was found that the MHP has returned, by way
of the People's Alliance, to its pre-1980 sociological structure, and that the party's relations with the
AK Party have occasioned criticism within the base. Participants emphasize that, particularly in the
period following 15 July, the MHP has returned to the classical conception of the "Turkish-Islamic
Ideal," which fuses Turkishness with Islam. It was stated that radical social segments too have in this
process drawn closer to the MHP by virtue of the People's Alliance. The MHP's association of the
IYI Party with its participation in the Table of Six and with the support of the DEM Party has
constituted one of the elements of conflict within nationalist discourse among political actors.
Ultimately, divisions and alliances within the nationalist parties do not stem from ideological causes
alone. Personal expectations, leadership struggles, and conjunctural developments also figure among
these causes; this in turn strengthens the central role of nationalism within Turkish politics while
preparing the ground for different nationalist strands to generate new actors.

Intra-party divisions, organizational transfers, and the formation of new political parties are
bound up with party institutionalization. The continued use of the expression "our party" by actors
who left the MHP, and their sustained sense of belonging, indicate that Turkish nationalism is not
merely a rational political preference. On the contrary, as noted in the literature, it confirms that
Turkish nationalism constitutes a form of deep political socialization and of subcultural identity
(Bora & Can, 1999). The fact that departures from the Y1 Party rest upon pragmatic rather than
ideological grounds, together with the party's claim to the centre-right, is regarded as reflecting the
crises of institutionalization experienced in the course of the transition toward the catch-all party
model conceptualized by Otto Kirchheimer (1966, pp. 177-200).

Founding, Legacy, and Leadership

One of the most determining elements of intra-party processes within the nationalist parties
is the phenomenon of leadership. The findings show that the code of founder/leader legacy and
intellectual legacy comes to the fore. Participants emphasize that, within Turkish nationalism, figures
such as Atatiirk and Alparslan Tiirkes are not merely historical symbols but are at the same time
indispensable points of reference for ideological continuity. Names such as Ziya Gokalp, Erol
Glingor, and Sadri Maksudi Arsal likewise come to the fore in terms of intellectual legacy. This
reveals that the intellectual infrastructure of Turkish nationalism has been built upon a scientific,
cultural, and philosophical foundation. The leadership of Alparslan Tiirkes is assessed as the turning
point that carried Turkish nationalism out of the realm of ideas and transformed it into action. One
participant expresses this assessment in the following terms: "I can repeat once more the fact that the
person who turned the idea of Turkish nationalism into action was Alparslan Tiirkes. After his death,
a change took place in the definition and the content of Turkish nationalism." Participants state that
Tiirkes's discourse concerning the presence of Turks beyond the borders of the National Pact (Misak-
1 Milli) still retains its enduring force. The founding of the MHP began with Tiirkes's entry into the
Republican Peasants' Nation Party in 1965, a process that rendered the party the symbol of Turkish
nationalism and of the Ulkiicii (Idealist) movement. One of the academic participants justifies this
reading as follows: "I do not think the MHP was founded in 1969. Although its name was given in
1969, one must take 1965 as the point of departure, for it is in that year that Alparslan Tiirkes enters
the party and within a short time becomes its chairman." Tiirkes's rhetoric, shaped during the Cold
War, displays to a considerable degree a parallel with the discourse of the MHP today. The codes of
leadership ambition and the determining force of personal influence (f = 11), leadership crisis and
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loss of trust (f=9), and leadership change (f =4) reveal that the leader-centred style of politics within
nationalist parties constitutes a structure that is powerful yet at the same time fragile. Within the 1Y1
Party, the leadership of Meral Aksener was determining at the party's founding, while the
chairmanship of Miisavat Dervisoglu has been seen as a new stage in the shaping of the party's future
identity. In the case of the MHP, despite its deep-rooted political past, the party's identity is observed
to have been transformed increasingly into a conception of senior management gathered around
Devlet Bahgeli. This has given rise to an understanding whereby "whatever the chairman and his
team want is what comes to pass." This leader-centred structure has rendered the party dependent
upon individual charisma.

The presence of a leader-oriented political culture across Turkish society finds its reflection
within the nationalist parties as well. The founding of the IY1 Party is assessed within this framework.
The party was established under the leadership of actors who had failed to win the chairmanship
within the MHP. Its founding was not merely a reaction to the MHP's alliance with the AK Party; it
is at the same time assessed as the outcome of the fractures produced by leadership competition. For
this reason, within the nationalist parties the individual orientations and strategies of current leaders
determine the parties' ideological stance and their legitimacy within the base no less than does the
legacy of their founding figures.

Because this sub-theme contains the most prominent code within the main theme to which it
belongs, the trend of the codes within the theme was examined. The code trend belonging to the
theme is presented in Figure 6. An examination of the information given in the figure reveals that the
most frequently applied code is "founder/leader legacy (Atatiirk, Tiirkes) and intellectual legacy."

Figure 6. Code trend for the theme of intra-party processes and leadership
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Governance and Institutionalization

Participants' statements reveal that problems of institutionalization are pronounced within
the nationalist parties. According to the findings, the crisis of intra-party democracy and the purging
of internal opposition (f = 12), managerial weakness and problems of transparency (f = 7), and the
deficiency of merit in cadre formation (f = 6) are the principal obstacles limiting the institutional
capacity of the nationalist parties. Moreover, the failure to institutionalize together with pragmatism
(f=13), and candidate selection and elitism (f = 4), demonstrate that the parties remain weak in terms
of institutional legitimacy and sustainability in the face of their strongly leader-centred structures.

Despite its deep-rooted political past, the Nationalist Movement Party is today associated
with a senior leadership gathered around Devlet Bahgeli. The impossibility of voicing views differing
from the will of the chairman and his team has led to a weakening of the culture of consultation and
debate within the party. In contrast to the more consultative structure of the Alparslan Tiirkes era,
this has produced an institutional structure shaped upon the basis of rigid hierarchy and
authoritarianism. One participant expresses this transformation as follows: "We Turkish nationalists
were raised in an understanding that calls a wrong a wrong. The Turkish nation is one that debates,
that possesses a culture of consultation, that convenes the toy [the deliberative assembly of the old
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Turkic tradition]. In earlier periods the situation within the party rested upon consultation."
Participants emphasize that the process of leadership change within the MHP, together with the
purging of intra-party opposition, constituted one of the fundamental motivations behind the
emergence of the IYI Party.

Departures from the MHP, on the other hand, are for the most part associated with dismissals
carried out by the central leadership on grounds of non-compliance with intra-party rules, whereas
departures from the Y1 Party are generally explained by personal interests and by problems within
candidate-selection processes. One participant states on this matter: "Departures from the MHP came
about through dismissals by the central headquarters on account of non-compliance with intra-party
rules. Departures from the 1Y Party, by contrast, arose from intra-party disarray. Some departures
occurred because it was argued that democracy within the party was not functioning." This difference
reveals that divisions within nationalist parties often stem not from ideological causes but from
managerial weaknesses and institutional problems. Ultimately, the leader-centred style of politics is
seen to come to the fore in both of the nationalist parties examined here.

The crisis of intra-party democracy, the purging of opposition, and the strongly leader-
centred structures revealed by the findings correspond directly to the thesis of the iron law of
oligarchy within the political science literature (Michels, 1962). Indeed, the weakening of intra-party
democracy, the strengthening of leader-centred structures, and the drift of organizational processes
away from transparency are assessed as fundamental factors limiting the institutionalization of
political parties. At the same time, the strong persistence of intra-party belonging and the
reproduction of political identity as a subculture indicate that nationalist movements endure not
merely as institutional but also as sociological and cultural formations.

Party Base and Voter Behavior

The main theme under this heading examines the base structure, voter profiles, and voting
behavior of nationalist parties. Participants’ statements reveal that, although MHP and lyi Party
voters share similar backgrounds, they have different motivations. The table below presents the
subthemes and codes related to this theme according to the hierarchical code-subcode model.

Figure 7. Hierarchical code-subcode model for the Party Base and Voter Behavior theme
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Elections and Strategy

Electoral strategy and performance (f= 11) emerge as a significant area of discussion within
the nationalist parties. In participants' assessments, the Y1 Party achieved notable success against
the governing party in the metropolitan municipalities by means of alliances, while the Nationalist
Movement Party has continued its politics in conjunction with the People's Alliance. This indicates
that voter behaviour is determined not by ideological inclinations alone but by strategic factors as
well.

Within the IYT Party's electoral strategy, the potential to integrate young voters into politics
is regarded as a critical element. Having secured electoral success against the governing party in
metropolitan centres such as Istanbul and Ankara by virtue of the alliance in which it participated,
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the TYI Party displayed a capacity for strategic manoeuvre grounded in its ability to make effective
use of alliance politics. One participant assesses this process in the following terms: "Under the
presidential system now in force, we have come through elections in which parties needed to join
forces. By joining forces the I'YI Party made fine strategic moves, and for that reason it defeated the
governing party in Istanbul and Ankara for the first time." The party's low vote share in provinces
possessing a traditional nationalist base, such as Yozgat, calls into question the 1YI Party's
relationship with the nationalist electorate. One of the academic participants voices this contradiction
as follows: "I cannot speak with precision about the vote shares coming from the provinces according
to the election results. Where, then, are we to situate the vote share the IYI Party obtained in Yozgat.
I am not saying there is no sociological change and transformation here; at the very least there is a
change at the top and a change in discourse." According to participants' accounts, the party's
nationalist identity is reinforced by the view that non-nationalist actors have little chance of
conducting politics within it.

Although the 1Y1 Party aimed at its founding to represent the centre-right, it shifted over time
toward a line embracing nationalism, while in the same process seeking to draw votes from the left
as well. These strategic orientations have not always brought the success desired. The departures
experienced within the party have been associated with the mismatch between expectation and reality
generated by both its electoral strategies and its alliance policies. Participants emphasize that, in order
to preserve its vote share in subsequent elections and to reach a broader social constituency, the 1Y1
Party must clarify its strategic identity and demonstrate a stronger performance before the electorate.

Alliance policies have been determining within the MHP's electoral strategy. The close
relationship established with the AK Party within the framework of the People's Alliance has enabled
the party to consolidate its political strength. At the same time, some participants state that these
alliances have narrowed the MHP's scope for independent action and have relegated the party's
nationalist discourse to a secondary position.

Ultimately, the electoral strategies of the nationalist parties are shaped through alliances, the
role of young voters, geographical differences, and the interpretation of nationalist identity. It was
found that strategic choices bring short-term success, but that long-term institutional consolidation
requires a clear political orientation and consistency.

Profile and Mobility

The sociological profile of the nationalist base is one of the indicators of transformation
within Turkish politics. The data show that the voter profile divides between urban/secular and
provincial/conservative groups, that the 1YI Party draws support from urban and educated
constituencies, and that the MHP draws its support from the traditional conservative base. The strong
voter permeability between the two parties confirms that the social base of both formations is shaped
in large measure through a shared Ulkiicii (Idealist) identity. Geographically, the MHP consolidates
within the regions designated the "Seljuk Crescent," while the IYI Party finds resonance in the
western provinces and among secular constituencies.

Nationalist voter behaviour differentiates along the axes of loyalty, pragmatism, and
informed choice. Loyalty and continuity (f = 15), which come to the fore within the MHP base, are
sustained by an emotional and traditional attachment to the leader and to the party. Participants
characterize the MHP as the most stable formation representing the historical continuity of
nationalism: "Since 2016 the MHP has been the most stable nationalist party in Tirkiye. Devlet
Bahgeli's statements and the party's policies have been influential in this: first the country's interest,
then the party's interest." Among [YI Party voters, a mobility grounded in short-term expectations is
more pronounced. At the same time, the [YI Party's Kemalist and secular emphases bring with them
a rational and informed form of voter support (f = 3).
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In the eyes of the electorate, nationalism is not merely a discourse of identity. It is perceived
as a dynamic mefkiire an ideal, or guiding cause associated with the interest of the nation, with
scientific development, and with the survival of the state. One participant expresses this multilayered
perception of nationalism as follows: "For some, nationalism is a passing sentiment. For others, it is
casting a vote at an election. For others still it is a mefkiire, a structure that directs their conduct in
every sphere of life. For the Ulkiiciis and for Turkish nationalists, nationalism is a mefkiire." In
conclusion, within the social base of the nationalist parties, loyalty and traditional continuity in the
case of the MHP, and pragmatic preferences together with secular and informed support in the case
of the Y1 Party, are interwoven with one another.

Figure 8. Party Base and Voter Behavior Code Trend
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Assessment of the Findings

The findings obtained in this part of the study show that nationalism in Tiirkiye does not
possess a singular or static structure. They reveal it to be a field that undergoes transformation
through political parties, social dynamics, and voter behaviour. The two parties examined
demonstrate how nationalism diversifies and is transformed within different institutional structures,
by way of differing discursive strategies and organizational choices. When examined through
transformation within the social base, divergence in ideological orientation, and intra-party
processes, nationalism is seen to function both as an instrument for the production of political
legitimacy and as a framework that transforms social demands. In the concluding section, these
findings permit a comprehensive assessment of the effects of nationalism upon the political system,
upon party structures, and upon Turkish political life.

Conclusion

The data obtained in the course of this study show that nationalism in Tiirkiye does not
possess a static structure. They reveal nationalism to be a flexible body of discourse and practice
undergoing continual transformation in interaction with social change, economic crises, shifts within
political parties, and intra-party dynamics. The results show that factors such as the transition to the
Presidential Government System, the institutionalization of alliance politics, counter-terrorism, the
wave of migration, and digitalization have redefined the discourse of nationalism, its inclusiveness,
and the relationship it establishes with the public. Within this framework, the fifty-per-cent-plus-one
arithmetic of the electoral system, together with the electoral alliance arrangement that came into
force in 2018 and is conceptualized in the literature as an apparentement system, has rendered
alliances effectively obligatory. This has increased the bargaining power of the nationalist parties
(Evci & Kaminski, 2021).

The comparative assessment conducted in the context of the MHP and the IY1 Party shows
that nationalism in Tiirkiye has been institutionalized through two principal and mutually
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complementary interpretations. The MHP foregrounds a statist and security-oriented line together
with institutional continuity, while the IY1 Party seeks to construct a secular, pluralist nationalism
close to the centre-right. The institutional structures and leadership typologies of the two parties
directly determine the course of the relationship each establishes with nationalism. Within the MHP,
the historical trajectory extending from Tiirkes to Bahgeli has produced a centralist, disciplined, and
leader-centred institutional culture, thereby securing stability and unity of discourse. This has
conferred a strategic advantage upon the party, particularly in the mobilization of its electoral base.
Although a leader-oriented organizational structure increases the speed of decision-making, it
generates long-term limitations with respect to the renewal of cadres and the production of
specialized policy. Within the IYI Party, Aksener's founding leadership produced a more
heterogeneous and pluralist structure comprising actors drawn from differing political cultures.
While this enhanced the party's integrative capacity and enabled it to broaden its base, it has at times
given rise to internal division, crises of identity, and problems of institutionalization.

Nationalism functions as an interface between social demand and political supply.
Approaches that explain the rise of nationalist and radical-right parties through the interaction
between voter demand and political supply lend theoretical support to this function (Mudde, 2007,
p. 56). Security concerns, counter-terrorism, migratory pressure, and the emphasis upon survival
constitute the framework that has long sustained nationalist discourse and whose intensity increases
particularly during electoral periods. The concept of beka (survival), among the themes most
frequently articulated in the data, is present as a central element within the discourse of both parties.
More prominent within the MHP's policies, the discourse of survival codes the PKK threat and the
debates centred upon Ocalan, the leader of the terrorist organization, directly as problems confronting
Tiirkiye. The heightened sensitivity that has developed toward this threat within the electoral base
strengthens the security-based legitimacy of the nationalist parties.

Sociological transformation in Tirkiye — urbanization, rising levels of education,
generational change, and the flows of information amplified by digital media — has broadened the
scope of nationalism. Alongside traditional nationalist referents, new elements such as justice,
liberty, equality of opportunity, environmental sensitivity, and technology have been added. Among
Generation Z and young adult voters, the semantic world of nationalism is evolving beyond a merely
security-focused advocacy toward a more pluralist configuration oriented around an equitable state,
effective public services, merit, and participatory citizenship. In this respect, the MHP's preservation
of the votes it draws from its conservative and traditional base, and the Y1 Party's proposal of an
alternative "secular-citizenship nationalism" among urban, educated, and women voters, show that
nationalist discourse has broadened its social reach by finding resonance simultaneously within two
distinct sociological constituencies.

Transformations within the political system and the period following 15 July have carried
the role of the nationalist parties beyond that of an ideological current, placing them in the position
of constitutive and directing actors within the system. The fifty-per-cent-plus-one arithmetic of the
electoral system has rendered alliances obligatory, and this has increased the bargaining power of the
nationalist parties. The MHP's strategic role within the People's Alliance increases the visibility of
the statist-securitarian framework within the state apparatus, while the 1Y Party's position on the
opposition wing foregrounds its secular-democratic emphases and its demand for a parliamentary
system. Alliance structures redraw the boundaries of rhetoric within nationalist parties, but they may
also generate periodic problems of consistency in voter perception. The MHP foregrounds a
securitarian discourse during periods of crisis, whereas in ordinary periods it is able to adopt a more
flexible position within alliance politics through openings closer to the centre-right. The TYI Party,
blending nationalism with secular and democratic values, keeps to the fore its emphases upon the
rule of law, transparency, and accountability. Participants' assessments indicate that the alliance
process has produced a twofold effect upon the nationalist parties. On the one hand, alliances have
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increased their leverage and their weight within the system; according to one participant, the
movement of radical constituencies closer to the MHP by way of the People's Alliance was assessed
as an indication of this. On the other hand, the same process has reciprocally transformed the
ideological positions of the parties involved and has given rise to fractures within the nationalist base.
The rupture that prepared the founding of the [YI Party, together with the adverse repercussions that
the experience of the Nation Alliance produced within the party base, reveals the cost dimension of
alliance politics.

The competition between the two parties divides the nationalist electoral base and produces
a fragmented structure, which in the long term limits the capacity of nationalism to constitute a
consolidated alternative for government. The hardening of political tone and polarization have placed
nationalism at the centre of political competition, and this at times constrains the parties' capacity to
produce flexible policy. At moments of crisis, nationalism swiftly becomes an item on the media
agenda, and the discourse of unity secures high levels of engagement in the short term. Yet the
maintenance of the same hard tone during periods of normalization may impede the deepening of
policy design. For this reason, flexible management of rhythm in institutional communication,
together with data-based analysis, strengthens the alignment between discourse and policy by
measuring which discursive frames resonate positively or negatively within which segments of the
electorate.

Assessments concerning policy outputs and political representation show that the nationalist
parties simultaneously share a common national framework in the fields of justice, security,
education, culture, and the economy, and possess divergent sets of approaches built upon that
framework. In the context of justice policy, the struggle against corruption, merit, and judicial
independence constitute a shared field of demand for both parties, although the manner in which
these demands are reflected in their discourse differs. In the MHP's discourse, judicial processes are
for the most part addressed within a search for balance consonant with the survival of the state and
with political stability. In the IYI Party's discourse, emphases upon institutional reform, the
separation of powers, transparency, and accountability are more pronounced.

In education and cultural policy, the importance of constructing national identity and of
preserving historical memory is commonly accepted by both parties. Marked discursive differences
nonetheless emerge on matters such as the content of the educational curriculum, the balance between
values education and critical thinking, university autonomy, and support for the science and
technology ecosystem. Such an expansion is of a nature capable of enabling nationalist discourse to
generate a more enduring and inclusive resonance, particularly among the younger generations.

Viewed from the standpoint of economic policy, nationalism offers a framework consonant
with an emphasis upon national depth on matters such as support for strategic sectors and the
strengthening of supply-chain resilience. Domestic production within the defence industry, security
of energy supply, and the processing of critical minerals find strong support among nationalist voters.
Yet the capacity of nationalist economic policies in these fields to produce sustainable and effective
results depends upon the rational prioritization of public investment, upon transparent procurement
processes, upon attention to opportunity costs, and upon the operation of results-oriented
performance monitoring mechanisms. Otherwise it is inevitable that an economic nationalism
powerful at the symbolic level will become open to question in terms of the efficiency of resource
allocation and of policy outputs.

One of the study's most original findings, and one contributing to the literature, concerns the
regional distribution of nationalist discourse and its interaction with socio-economic context. The
data show that local differentiations obscure average tendencies at the national level. The
conservative and nationalist constituency historically strong along the Central Anatolian and Black
Sea axis proves sensitive — in those provinces and districts where agricultural transformation has
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accelerated and where the service sector and small industry have come to the fore — to such
indicators as employment security, social assistance, and access to public services. In these areas
nationalism acquires meaning not only through cultural belonging but also through the proximity of
the state and the visibility of its services. In the metropolitan centres and the peripheral districts of
large cities, by contrast, nationalism is more closely bound up with the sense of social trust, with
perceptions of public justice, and with institutional performance. The resonance of nationalist
discourse in the urban field accordingly rises in conjunction with themes such as social justice, merit,
and the struggle against corruption. This shows that voter behaviour exhibits, rather than a sharp
opposition between economic and identity-based voting, a context-specific structure in which the
two are interwoven.

Nationalism in Tiirkiye continues to exist as a dynamic frame of reference that both preserves
its historical continuity and is capable of altering its content and function according to contextual
conditions. The sustainability of nationalist politics depends upon the conversion of discursive power
into institutional capacity. Three strategic axes emerge as decisive in this process: the support of
leader-centred structures by data-based and specialized management through institutional deepening;
the integration of new generations into the system by way of youth-oriented transformation, digital
citizenship, and distinctive employment policies; and, finally, the redress of socio-economic
inequalities through regional development, green transition, and local supply chains. This vision is
of critical importance if nationalism is to evolve onto the ground of a social contract.

Assessed as a whole, the data indicate that the fundamental element determining the course
of nationalism in Tiirkiye is the coordination between the institutional structure of the political system
and the rhythm of social transformation. When institutional elements such as the system of
government, alliance rules, and electoral engineering are coordinated with social dynamics such as
urbanization, rising educational levels, and global information flows, nationalist discourse attains a
more inclusive and effective footing. In periods when this alignment breaks down, however, gaps
may widen with respect to policy production and institutional depth even as the tone of discourse
rises. The MHP's institutional memory and its strength grounded in continuity, together with the 1Y1
Party's potential for inclusive renewal, hold the opportunity to offer complementary contributions to
Turkish democracy drawn from different channels. A citizenship-centred nationalism integrating
security, liberty, and prosperity along a single axis holds the potential to constitute the foundation of
a new social contract, both in the resolution of Tiirkiye's present problems and in the appraisal of
future opportunities.

The analysis conducted through the MHP and the 1Y Party demonstrates, in theoretical
terms, that nationalism in Tiirkiye is not a primordial and static essence but a dynamic phenomenon
reconstructed in accordance with changing socio-economic conditions, demographic mobility, and
the institutional incentives of the political system. That nationalism assumes differing functions
within the contexts of alliance politics, security threats, and institutional transformations accords with
the modernist perspective, which treats nationalism as a product of modern political processes. At
the same time, nationalist discourse as shaped through historical referents, collective memory, and
continuity of identity likewise runs parallel to the core arguments of the ethno-symbolist approach.
In this respect, the study reveals that nationalism in Turkish politics is not merely a field of
ideological identity but is at the same time a hegemonic discursive field that designs the political
arena, shapes alliances, and reproduces centre—periphery relations.

Turkish Studies — Economics, Finance, Politics 21(O1)



The Transformation of Nationalism in Tiirkiye: The MHP and The lyi Party 2651

Turkish Studies - Economics, Finance, Politics !‘s
ANKARA SCIENCE

www.turkishstudies.net/economy eISSN: 2667-5625
Tiirkiye’de Milliyetciligin Déniisiimii Baglaminda MHP ve Iyi Parti

Giris

Ulus devletlerin ortaya ¢ikis doneminde merkezi konumda yer alan milliyetcilik, Napolyon
Savaglari’ndan 21. Yiizyila kadar ki siiregte, hem devletlerin i¢ politikalarinda bireylerin kimlik ve
aidiyet duygularin sekillendiren hem de uluslararasi iligkilerde devletlerin tutumlarini belirleyen
hegemonik siyasi giice doniismiistiir. Modern donemde siyasi yapilanmanin asli kaynagi kabul edilen
millet, ortak degerler etrafinda birlesen topluluk olmanin Gtesinde, siyasi mesruiyetin kaynagi haline
gelmistir. Millet kaynagina dayanan milliyetgilik diigiincesi, yerel, ulusal ve kiiresel diizeyde siyasal
ve toplumsal iliskilerin belirleyici unsurlarindan birisidir. Ekonomik, siyasi, sosyal ve kiiltiirel
degisim ve doniisiimlere gore kendisini yenileyen ve hemen her siiregte kendisini yeniden tiretmeyi
basaran milliyet¢ilik bu yoniiyle dinamik bir yapiya sahiptir. Milliyetcilik toplumsal biitiinlesmenin
kaynag1 ve araci islevi gordiigii gibi toplumsal ve siyasal ayrismaya da kaynak ve araci olarak da
kullanilabilmektedir.

Tirkiye’nin siyasi tarihinde 6nemli bir yer tutan milliyet¢ilik diisiincesi, siyasi yapilar ile
yasanan siirecler lizerinde etkili olmustur. Osmanli’nin son donemlerinde milliyetgilik diistincesi bir
taraftan imparatorluk biinyesindeki gayrimiislimlerin ayrilik¢1 hareketlere girismesine ilham kaynagi
olurken diger taraftan yeni kurulacak ulus devletin toplumsal ve siyasal zeminin olusturacak Tiirk
milliyet¢iliginin olusumuna zemin hazirlamistir. Bu baglamda milliyetgilik, ayrilikgr hareketler
iizerinden Osmanli’nin dagilma siirecini hizlandirdig1 gibi modernlesmenin temel tasiyicisi olmus,
yeni milli kimlik insasina da katki sunmustur. Siire¢ igerisinde politik sdylemin merkezinde yer alan
Tiirk milliyetgiligi, kiiltlirel uyanistan politik bir programa da evirilmistir. Tiirkiye’deki diigiinsel ve
siyasi gelismelerin uluslararasi alanda meydana gelen gelismelerden bagimsiz olmadig1 gercegi
milliyetcilikte de kendisini gdstermistir. 1930’larda Avrupa’da yiikselen fagizm ideolojisi ve II.
Diinya Savasi sonrasinda komiinizm karsithigr Tiirkiye’de milliyetciligin siyasal alana etkisini
diisiinsel boyutun 6tesine tagimistir. Bu siirecte yiikselen Tiirk milliyetgiligi bir taraftan diisiinsel
olarak ideolojik tekamdil siirecini devam ettirirken diger taraftan kurumsallagsma siirecine girmis ve
Tiirk milliyet¢iligini esas alan siyasi partiye doniismustiir.

Tirk milliyet¢iligi siyasetin diisiinsel, yasal ve yapisal alanda sekillenmesinde, soylem ve
eylem diizleminde siirdiiriilmesinde belirleyici olmustur. Ancak ulusal ve kiiresel diizeyde yasanan
stirecler ile Tiirk milliyetciligine dayanan siyasi parti ve olusumlar da milliyet¢iligin degisim ve
doniisiim siireclerine etki etmislerdir. Bu baglamda ¢alismada Tiirkiye’de milliyet¢iligin doniistimii
milliyetcilik diisiincesi ekseninde kurulan ve politikalar1 sekillenen siyasi partiler baglaminda
degerlendirilmekte, milliyet¢iligin farkli kurumsal temsilleri mukayeseli bir analizle
incelenmektedir. Milliyetci Hareket Partisi ile Iyi Parti izerinden yiiriitiilen bu ¢alismada MHP nin
milliyetcilik anlayisinda meydana gelen doniigiim ile bu doniisiimde etkisi oldugu diisiiniilen siyasal
ve toplumsal dinamikleri ele alinmaktadir. 2017 yilinda MHP’de genel baskanlik i¢in yasanan
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miicadele mecras1 disina tasinmis ve partiden ayrilanlar olmustur. Ayrilanlarin Onciiliigiinde
milliyetciligi esas alan yeni bir parti olarak Iyi Parti kurulmustur.

Calismanin temel amaci iki partinin milliyetgiliklerinin s6ylem ve politika tercihlerine
yansimasini belirlemektir. Bu kapsamda MHP ve lyi Parti arasindaki benzerlikler ve farkliliklar,
ideolojik yonelimler ile liderlik pratikleri, teskilat yapilar ve siyasi stratejiler ele alinmaktadir.
Milliyetcilik bir yoniiyle ideolojik konumlanma saglayan bir kaynak iken diger yoniiyle konjonktiirel
gelismelerle sekillenen dinamik siyasi sdylem alanidir. Bu baglamda diislince ve eylem diizeyinde
milliyetcilikte yasanan doniisiime MHP ve lyi Parti’nin etkisi, 6zellikle de iki parti arasinda yasanan
rekabetin dinamikleri ele alinmaktadir.

Calismanin temel sorunsali Tiirkiye 6zelinde milliyet¢iligin tabaninda yasanan doniisiimiin
MHP ve lyi Parti’nin kurumsal politikalarina, milliyetgilik tanimlarina ve kendi aralarindaki siyasi
rekabete nasil yansidigidir. Bu sorunsal ¢ergevesinde ¢aligma, nitel bulgular 1s1ginda asagidaki
sorulara yanit aramaktadir:

. Tiirkiye'de milliyet¢ilik ve bu ideolojiyi benimseyen taban, konjonktiirel siirecte
nasil doniigiim yagamistir?

. Bu doniisiimler baglaminda, MHP ve lyi Parti'nin siyasi politikalarinda siire¢
icerisinde ne tiir sapmalar yasanmis ve bu doniistimlerin temel dinamikleri neler olmustur?

. Stire¢ icerisinde Tiirk milliyetciligi ekseninde yasanan kurumsal ayrilmalarin
sebepleri ve sonuglari nelerdir?

. Siyasi diizlemde "milliyet¢ilik" ile "ulusalcilik" arasindaki teorik ve pratik sinirlar
nasil insa edilmektedir?

. Tiirkiye'deki diger siyasi aktdrlerin milliyetcilikleri, MHP ve IYI Parti'nin
milliyetcilik s6ylemini ve siyasal konumlanmasini nasil etkilemektedir?

MHP’nin milliyetcilik anlayisi ve izledigi politikalar kurulusundan itibaren diinyadaki ve
Tiirkiye’deki gelismelere paralel degismistir. 1990’larin baginda partiden ayrilanlar ve kurduklari
Biiyiik Birlik Partisi milliyetciligin daha muhafazakar yorumunu benimsemistir. 2017 yilinda partide
yasanan yeni ayrisma siireci sonrasi kurulan lyi Parti, milliyetciligin sekiiler yorumunu benimsemis
ve merkeze daha yakin olma cabasi icerisine girmistir. Bu tiir bir yonelime ragmen MHP ile lyi Parti
arasindaki farkliligin ideolojik temelden daha ¢ok liderlik tarzi, politik strateji ve teskilat yapisina
dayandigi da vurgulanmaktadir. Uygulamada her iki partinin se¢im siireglerinde milliyet¢ilik
sOylemlerini pragmatik bir yaklasimla i¢inde bulunulan sartlara gore degistirdigi, bu kapsamda
ozellikle siyasi kutuplasmanin etkisiyle lilkedeki milliyet¢iligin konjonktiirel olarak yeniden
sekillendigi gozlenmektedir.

Tarihsel betimleme ve sosyolojik analiz yaklagiminin kullanildigi ¢aligmada ayrica yari
yapilandirilmis yliz yiize goriisme yapilis ve bu goriismelerde elde edilen veriler MAXQDA 24
programi aracilifiyla analiz edilmistir. S6z konusu analiz siirecinde milliyetgilik literatiiriindeki
teorik yaklagimlardan ve saha verilerinden elde edilen dinamiklerden hareketle hibrit kod kitabi
kullanilmistir. Tiirkiye’de milliyetcilikte yasanan doniigiimiin siyasi partilere etkisi ile yasanan bu
doniisiime siyasi partilerin katkisint MHP ve lyi Parti {izerinden analiz etmeyi amaglayan bu ¢alisma,
literatiire ve Tiirk siyasi hayatinin anlagilmasina katki sunmaktadir.

Milliyetciligin Kavramsal ve Kuramsal Cercevesi

Bu boliimde ideoloji, millet ve milliyetgilik kavramlari ile milliyetgilik kuramlari ¢aligmanin
teorik cergevesi kapsaminda ele alinmaktadir. Kavramlarin tarihsel ve siyasal baglamlari, sonraki
analizlere temel olusturacak sekilde degerlendirilmektedir.
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Siyaset bilimi literatiiriinde en fazla iizerinde durulan terimlerinden birisi ideolojidir. Siyasi
inanglara bagl bir sistem olan ideoloji, yonetici kesimin fikirlerini daha fazla 6n plana ¢ikarmaktadir.
Marksist yaklasimda ideoloji, egemen smif c¢ikarlarini mesrulagtiran bir biling bi¢imi olarak
degerlendirilmektedir (Marx, 1992, s. 56). Yalnizca ideoloji tanimlamalarinda degil islevlerine
yonelik de gesitli siniflandirmalar bulunmaktadir. Bu baglamda milliyetgilik, ideoloji olarak yalnizca
kimlik inga eden degil ayn1 zamanda siyasi mesruiyet iireten ve toplumsal mobilizasyon saglayan
sOylem alani olusturmaktadir.

Ideoloji kavraminda oldugu gibi millet kavraminin da birgok tanimi bulunmaktadir. Cografi,
felsefi ve tarihi farkliliklar “’millet’” tamiminda cesitlilige ve kavrama atfedilen degerde degisime
sebep olmustur. Geleneksel toplumlarda genellikle dini aidiyet ekseninde tanimlanan millet, kisilerin
peygambere ya da inang sistemine bagliliklar1 iizerinden mana kazanmaktadir. Bir toplumun millet
olabilmesi i¢in ayn1 dine mensubiyeti, ayn1 dili telaffuz etmeyi ve ayni toprak parcasinda yasamay1
yeterli gérmeyen Ernest Renan ise milleti, ortak gegmise sahip, mevcut diizen igerisinde birlikte
yasama iradesi ve rizasi gosteren topluluk olarak tanimlamistir. Renan’in diisiincesinde se¢im ve
irade bi¢imi olarak kabul ettigi toplumsal baglilik hissiyati ve siireklilik 6ne ¢ikmistir (Renan, 1946,
ss. 108-120). Max Weber ise milletin olusumunda devlete ayr1 deger atfetmistir. Bu baglamda milleti
kendi devletini kurmay1 arzulayan topluluk (Weber, 2006, ss. 181-187) olarak tanimlamustir.
Kedourie (1971, s. 111) de milleti, devletle iliskilendirmis ve onu vatandas toplulugu seklinde ifade
etmistir. Millete elestirel yaklasan Anderson, milliyetgiligin siyaseten giiglii, felsefi agidan tutarsiz
oldugunu, milletin modernizmin gergekei temelleri {izerinde inga edilmesine karsin milliyet¢ilerin
kavrama 6znel kadimlik yiikledigini ve modern diinyada kendine 6zgii kimlik aidiyeti insa ettigini
(Anderson, 2017, s. 38) belirtmektedir.

Literatiirde millet ile milliyetgilik arasindaki oncelik iligkisi tartismalidir; primordial
yaklagim milleti tarihsel ve dogal bir veri olarak goriirken, modernist yaklasim milliyet¢iligi milleti
kuran temel dinamik olarak degerlendirmektedir. Eric Hobsbawn (2017, s. 106) milliyetciligin 19.
ylizyilda olusan modern olgu oldugunu ifade etmistir. Amerikan ve Fransiz devrimlerinin akabinde
bu kavramin ortaya c¢iktigini ileri siiren goriisler de bulunmaktadir (Smith, 1971, s. 27).
Milliyetciligin akademik olarak 6n plana ¢ikmasi ise 1940’11 yillarda ise Hans Kohn’un eserleriyle
olmustur. Kohn (1944, s. 329), milliyetciligi rasyonel devlet ingasina dayali 'Bati' ve
mitolojik/kiiltlirel kdkenli 'Dogu' tipolojileri ekseninde ele almaktadir. Bu ayrimda Bati modeli
siyasal bir yapilanma {irlinii iken; Dogu modeli, kiiltiirel bir koza iginde gelisen organik bir yap1
olarak tanimlanmaktadir.

Milliyetgilik bazen Romantizm ve Aydinlanmadan etkilenen bir ideoloji gibi ele alinirken
bazen de siyasal doktrin kabul edilmektedir. Breuilly milliyetciligi {i¢ grupta ele almistir. Birincisi
diisiiniirlerin fikirlerine dayandirdig1 milliyetciliktir. ikincisi dil, kiiltiir veya din iizerinden olusan
milli bilince dayanan milliyetcilik duygusudur. Ugiinciisii milliyetciligin aksiyon almis hali olan
milliyet¢ilik hareketleridir (Breuilly, 1993, ss. 58-61). Snyder (1964), milliyet¢iligi tarihsel siirecte
biitiinlestirici, dagitic, saldirgan ve ¢cagdas formlar iizerinden tasnif etmektedir. Baradat (2012, s. 62)
ise kavramin ideolojik nétrliigiine vurgu yaparak; sagin istikrar, solun ise refah gerekcesiyle
milliyetgiligi aragsallagtirdigini belirtmektedir.

Milliyetcilikle ilgili olarak daha 6nce yapilmis calismalardaki gesitlilik ve biitiinciil bakis
acist gerekliligi, milliyetciligin tek boyutlu sekilde ifade edilemeyecegini ve ¢ok katmanli
degerlendirmeyle ele alinmasini gerektirmektedir. Kokeni, tanimi ve siniflandirilmasi konusundaki
tartismalar devam etmekle birlikte milliyetcilik heniiz daha siyasetin sekil almasinda belirleyici giic
olma niteligini siirdiirmektedir. Bu baglamda, ¢alismanin sonraki boliimlerinde milliyetcilik tanima
indirgenmeden siyasi ve toplumsal boyutlar1 birlikte ele alinarak kavramin doniisiim dinamikleri
iizerinden incelenecektir.
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Literatiirde millet ve milliyetciligin ortaya ¢ikis siirecine iligkin diisiince ayriliklari,
milliyet¢ilik kuramlarinin gelismesine zemin hazirlamistir. Bunlar arasinda {i¢ temel kuram 6n plana
cikmistir. Bu kuramsal tartismalar1 karsilastirmali bigimde sistematize eden Ozkirimli (2015),
milliyet¢ilik kuramlarini ilk¢i, modernist ve etno-sembolcii yaklasimlar ekseninde tasnif etmekte ve
milliyetciligin tek ve yekpare bir ideoloji olmaktan ziyade farkli baglamlarda farkli bigimler alan bir
sOylem oldugunu ileri siirmektedir. Bu yaklagim, caligmanin milliyetgiligi donemsel kosullara gore
doniigen bir pratik olarak ele alan temel varsayimiyla ortiismektedir. Birincisi, milleti tarihsel
siiregten bagimsiz, dogal aidiyet olarak géren ilkg¢i kuramdir (Shills, 1957, s. 135). Ikincisi, milleti
sanayilesme ve modernlesme siireglerinin olusturdugu sosyo ekonomik ve yapisal olgu olarak géren
modernist kuramdir (Gellner, 2013, s. 58). Uciinciisii de ilkgilerle moderndistler arasinda
koordinasyon saglayarak milletin modern dénem oncesi etnik kdkenlerine ve kiiltiirel sembollerine
odaklanan etno sembolcii kuramdir (Smith, 1971). Calismanin analiz siirecinde elde edilen bulgular
s6z konusu kuramlarin MHP ve lyi Parti’de farkli bicimlerde karsilik buldugunu géstermektedir.
MHP’nin beka, giivenlik ve ortak tarihsel ge¢mis vurgusu etrafinda sekillenen milliyet¢iliginin ilk¢i
ve etno-sembolcii kuramlarin temel argiimanlariyla paralellik tagidig1 goriilmektedir. Iyi Parti'nin ise
milliyetciligi merkez siyaset ekseninde, ekonomi, rasyonel kurumlar ve demokrasi zemininde
tanimladig1 ve bu yaklagimin agirlikli olarak modernist kuram ¢ergevesiyle ortlistiigii belirlenmistir.
Bu durum, milliyet¢ilik kuramlarinin siyasette farkli bigcimlerde somutlastifini ve partiler
baglaminda doniisen pratikler tizerinden yeniden tiretildigini gostermektedir.

Milliyetciligin yorumlanmasima iliskin ortaya ¢ikan ilk kuram, Ilk¢i (primordializm)
kuramdir. Ilk¢i kurama gére milletlerin ortaya ¢iktigi donem ¢ok eski zamanlara dayanmaktadr.
Bundan dolay1 kuramin temsilcileri milletlerin koklii tarihi ge¢misi oldugunu ifade etmislerdir.
Milliyetciligin de milletlerin politiklesmesiyle ortaya ¢iktigini belirtmektedirler. Kuramda toplumsal
birliktelige zemin hazirlayan gelenek, mana ve dilin ehemmiyeti bulunmaktadir. Gékalp (2007, ss.
280-283), toplumsal biitiinlesmede inang ve mitlerin 6nemine deginmekle birlikte kiiltiirel aktarimin
asli unsuru olarak dili isaret etmektedir. Modernist kuram bazi kaynaklarda aragsalcilik olarak da
gecmektedir. Bu kuram milliyet¢iligin kdkenini ¢ok eskilere gotiirmek yerine modernizmin {irtinii
olarak gormektedir. Modernist kuram, milliyet¢iligi sanayilesme, merkezilesme ve modern devlet
ingasi siire¢lerinin iriinii olarak degerlendirmektedir. Modernist kuram milliyet¢iligin verili bir 6z
olmadigin1 aksine mekdn ve zaman kosullarina gore degisim ve doniisiim gegirebilecegini
savunmaktadir. Modernist kuram siyaset ve kiiltiirii birlikte degerlendirerek milliyetciligin vatandasi
harekete gegirecek kimlik olmanin yaninda toplumdaki farkli gruplarin menfaatlerini koordine
edebilecegini ve iktidar giicline mesruiyet saglayan bir teze doniisecegini savunmaktadir. Modernist
kuramda milliyetcilik, modernlesme siirecindeki yapisal doniisiimlere verilen bir tepki olarak
degerlendirilmektedir. Anderson (2017, s. 20-22), milleti modern dénemde tahayyiil edilmis siyasal
bir cemaat olarak tanimlamaktadir.

Etno Sembolcii kuram diger iki kurama elestirel gozle bakmaktadir. Bu kuram milleti
modern olgu olarak gormekte ancak milletlerin modern doénem oOncesinde ortaya ciktigini
savunmaktadir. Etno sembolcii kurama goére milliyetgiligin ortaya cikis siirecinde ortak kiiltiir ve
tarih 6nemli bir yere sahiptir. Etno sembolcii kuram Ilk¢i kuramcilarin éne siirdiigii milletlerin
kendiliginden olustugu ve degismez bir yapiya sahip oldugu diisiincesiyle, Modernistlerin ileri
siirmiis oldugu milliyetgiliklerin kurgulanmis ve insact oldugu goriislerini indirgemeci olarak
gormektedir. Milliyetgilik literatiiriinde etnik ge¢misin ihmal edildigini 6ne siiren etno-sembolcii
yaklasim; milletleri tarihsel ve etnik siireklilik baglaminda degerlendirmektedir.

Milliyet¢ilik kuramlarina iligkin tartigmalarin Tirkiye 6zelindeki karsiligini anlamak i¢in
Taml Bora'min (2017) Tiirk Saginin Ug Hali'nde Tiirk sagini milliyetcilik, muhafazakarhik ve
Islameilik olmak iizere birbirine gecisken ii¢ hal iizerinden okumakta ve milliyetciligin bu ii¢ hal
arasinda akiskan karakter tasidigini ileri siirmektedir (Bora, 2017, s.14). Cereyanlar'da ise
Tiirkiye'deki siyasal ideolojileri tarihsel siireklilikler ve kopuslar ekseninde ele alarak milliyetgiligin
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farkli ideolojik damarlarla kurdugu eklemlenme bicimlerini ortaya koymaktadir (Bora, 2017, s. 54).
Bu ¢ergeve, ortak tarihsel kokene sahip olmalarina kargin farklilagan milliyeteilik pratikleri
sergileyen MHP ve lyi Parti'nin analizinde kuramsal zemin islevi gérmektedir.

Tirkiye baglaminda milliyetcilik tartismalarinin énemli kavramsal ayrimlarindan biri de
"ulusalcilik" ile "milliyetgilik" arasindaki farklilagmadir. Her iki kavram da Bati dillerindeki
"nationalism" karsiliginda kullanilmakla birlikte, Tiirkiye'nin entelektiiel geleneginde farkl
damarlara isaret etmektedir. Milliyetcilik, kokleri Ziya Gokalp'e ve erken Cumhuriyet donemi
Tiirkeiiliik akimina uzanan, etno-kiiltiirel referanslar1 giiclii ve agirlikli olarak sag siyasetle
Ozdeslesen bir gelenegi ifade ederken; ulusalcilik, 19901 yillardan itibaren goriiniirliik kazanan,
laiklik ve Kemalizm vurgusu belirgin, anti-emperyalist sdylemi 6ne ¢ikan ve kendisini sol-Kemalist
cizgide konumlandiran bir akimi tanimlamaktadir (Bora, 2017, s. 103). Bu ayrim yalnizca
terminolojik bir tercih degil, milliyet¢iligin Tiirkiye'de farkli ideolojik ailelere eklemlenme
bigimlerinin yansimasidir. Bu ¢alismada incelenen MHP ve lyi Parti milliyetci gelenegin icinden
gelmekle birlikte, Iyi Parti'nin merkez siyasete yonelimi bu iki damar arasindaki smirlarin
geciskenligini tartigmaya agmasi bakimindan 6nem tagimaktadir.

Milliyetgilikle ilgili ii¢c kuram birlikte ele alindiginda, milliyet¢iligin tek boyutlu yapida
olmadigi, aksine ¢ok katmanli ve dinamik yapiya sahip oldugu ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Her kuram,
milliyet¢iligin farkli boyutunu 6n plana ¢ikarmaktadir. Bu durum, milliyet¢iligin doniisiime agik bir
yapida oldugunu gostermektedir. Bu calismada milliyetgilik, s6z konusu kuramlarin sundugu
imkanlar dogrultusunda siyasi aktorler, toplumsal faktoérler ve siyasi parti yapilari iizerinden biitiinciil
bakis acisiyla degerlendirilecektir. Bu calisma milliyetciligi modernist yaklasim temelinde, etno-
sembolik siireklilik unsurlarim da dikkate alarak siyasi parti diizeyinde sdylem ve pratik lizerinden
analiz etmektedir®.

Milliyetciligin Siyasi ve Toplumsal Dinamikler Baglaminda Doniisiimii

Bu kistmda Milliyetgi Hareket Partisi ile Iyi Parti’nin milliyetgilik anlayislarinda meydana
gelen siyasi ve toplumsal doniigiim, nitel arastirma yontemiyle elde edilen veriler dogrultusunda
degerlendirilmistir. Elde edilen veriler icerik analiziyle ¢6ziimlenmistir. Analiz siirecinde hem
dediiktif hem de indiiktif kodlama yaklagimi benimsenmistir. Dediiktif kodlar, ¢alismanin kuramsal
cercevesini olusturan milliyetcilik kuramlar ile arastirma sorularinda yer alan beka ve giivenlik
sOylemi, ekonomi, demokrasi, ittifak politikalari, liderlik ve se¢men davranisi kategorilerinden
hareketle olusturulmustur. Indiiktif kodlar ise verilerin okunmasi siirecinde veriden hareketle
gelistirilmistir. Kodlama siireci MAXQDA 24 programi araciligiyla yiiriitiilmiistiir. Bu siiregte kod
tanimlari, kodlama kararlar1 ve kategoriler arasi iliskiler kod defterinde agik bicimde tanimlanarak
analizin tutarlilig1 ve izlenebilirligi gozetilmistir. Elde edilen kodlar; ana temalar, alt temalar ve
bunlara bagli daha kii¢lik alt kodlar altinda diizenlenmistir. Kod defteri Tablo 1’de gosterilmis,
bulgular asagida tematik basliklar altinda sunulmustur.

T MHP ve Milliyetgilik merkezli bir kisim ¢alisma igin bk. Akdal (2020), Karaca (2023), Adigiizel, 2011), (Akgiin, 2012),
(Akinc1 & Yavuzyilmaz, 2018), (Akyiiz, 2015), (Arslan, 2012), (Aydin, 2015), (Baskan, 2016), (Belli, 2015), (Birsel &
Ozkaya Duman, 2013), (Ceribas, 2012), (Caglayan, 2015), (Cakir, 2016), (Caliskan, 2018), (Caliskan, 2017), (Cav, 2021),
(Caylak & Sahbaz, 2018), (Coban, 2021), (Cog, 2015), (Davulcu, 2015), (Demir, 2011), (Dervisoglu, 2015), (Ding, 2016),
(Dogan, 2013), (Erdil, 2025), (Gedikli Berber, 2012), (Giindogdu, 2016), (Giirsoy Ataman, 2015), (Giiven Kiligarslan,
2019), (Haliloglu, 2020), (Harmanci, 2010), (Hasanoglu, 2015), (i¢li, 2015), (Kara, 2017), (Karaca, 2023), (Karakog,
2020), (Kaya & Eroglu, 2021), (Kaymak & Oztiirk Aykag, 2015), (Kilig, 2015), (Kizar & Yavuz, 2019), (Kobya, 2019),
(Kopriilii, 2018), (Kéroglu, 2018), (Osmanoglu, 2013), (Ozbay, 2020), (Ozdemir, 2009), (Ozkan, 2019), (Ozmen & Oztiirk,
2019), (Oztiirk, 2015), (Sinar Ugurlu, 2010), (Sogukdmerogullari, 2013a), (Sogukdmerogullari, 2013b), (Siitgii, 2012),
(Sahin, 2017), (Simsek, 2015), (Simsek, 2024), (Simsek, 2022), (Temur, 2011), (Torun Celik, 2016), (Torun, 2018), (Tung,
2010), (Tiirk, 2018), (Ugurlu, 2011), (Ulucan, 2019), (Ulutas & Ulu, 2015), (Ungiider, 2017), (Yegen, 2018), (Yesilyurt,
2022), (Yildirim, 2012), (Yildirim-Sahin, 2019), (Y1lmaz, 2013), (Yigit, 2010), (Yussupova & Zabun, 2020), (Zavotcu,
2012).
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Tablo 1. Kod Defteri (Kodlarin renklerine gore renklendirilmistir)

Ana Tema Alt Tema Kod f
Sosyolojik Giivenlik hassasiyeti (PKK, terdr) & gog 17
Degisim ve Kutuplagma 5
Toplumsal Cikar—beklenti odaklh katilim 9
Taban Ekonomik baskilar & sosyal adalet 4
Ekonomik krizler & issizlik 2
Gelecek kaygisi 2
Tabanda farklilasma 29
Cesitlilik (farkli milliyetgilik algilart) 18
Kitlesellesme 7
Kentlesme & egitim etkisi 6
Gog ve demografik degisim 6
Kiiresellesme & dis dinamikler 2
Kusak doniisiimii 9
Genglerin siyasete ilgisi 4
Sosyal medya / dijital siyaset 1
Ideolojik Soylem dalgalanmalari (Tiirk-islam <>
. 1 . 34
Yonelim ve sekiiler <> ulusalc1)
Kavramsal Milliyetgiligin aragsallasmasi 25
Ayrimlar Konjonktiirel/stratejik milliyetcilik 10
(stratejik kullanim)
Giivenlik odakli milliyeteilik 8
MHP’nin devletci ¢izgisinin pekismesi 8
1YI Parti’nin merkezilesmesi 5
[lkesel/kapsayici-deger temelli
ey 41
milliyeteilik
Atatiirkeii / laik / sekiiler milliyetgilik 39
Mubhafazakar sdylem 20
Yurttaslik temelli milliyetgilik 10
Milliyetgiligin modernligi (ulusalcilik) 6
Merkez sag milliyetgilik 3
Etnik kimlik siyaseti 12
Kimlik siyasetinin gerilemesi 7
Parti I¢i Siiregler Parti igi ayrigmalar & parti ici 13
ve Liderlik gecisler/teskilat transferi
Ittifak/dis faktor etkisi 14
Yeni parti dogusu (1Y1 Parti’nin ¢ikis1) & 1
alternatif arayislari
Radikallesme & illegalite 5
Ittifak potansiyeli (milliyetgiler ittifak1) 2
Kurucu/lider miras1 (Atatiirk, Tiirkes) &
i ; 23
entelektiiel miras
Liderlik kaygis1 / kisisel etki 11
Liderlik krizi & giiven kayb1 9
Liderlik degisimi (Aksener —
L 4
Dervisoglu vb.)
Kurumsallagamama & pragmatizm 13
Parti i¢i demokrasi krizi / muhalefetin 12
tasfiyesi
Yonetim zafiyeti & seffaflik sorunlart 7
Kadro yapilanmasi/Liyakat 6
Aday tercihleri & elitizm 4
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Parti Tabani ve Secim ve Strateji Secim stratejisi & performansi (genis
Secmen kiime)

Davranisi Profil ve Hareketlilik Se¢men kirilmalar1 & yeniden yapilanma 14
Cift tarafli etkilesim (MHP < IYI Parti) 3
Sehirli / laik / merkez sag segcmen profili =~ 2

Tutum ve Motivasyon Sadakat & siireklilik 15
Bilingli segmen destegi 3
Pragmatik segcmen davranist 3

Tablo 1’de goriildiigii {izere bulgularda cesitli ana temalar ortaya ¢ikmistir. Ana temalar,
bunlara ait alt temalar ve kodlar frekanslariyla birlikte ayr1 ayri sunulmustur. Ana temalar ve bunlara
baglh alt temalarda ortaya ¢ikan bulgularin net sekilde sunulabilmesi adina her ana tema ayr1 sekilde
degerlendirilmistir.

Sosyolojik Degisim ve Toplumsal Taban

Arastirmanin en gii¢lii bulgularindan biri, milliyet¢i partilerin toplumsal tabanlarinin zaman
icinde ciddi doniisim yasadigidir. Toplumsal yapinin, kusaklar arasi farkliliklarin, ekonomik
kosullarin ve gilivenlik kaygilarmin milliyetgilik {izerinde belirleyici etkiler olusturdugu
goriilmektedir. Sekil 1’de temaya ait alt tema ve kodlar hiyerarsik kod ve alt kod modeline gore
verilmistir.

Sekil 1. Sosyolojik degisim ve toplumsal taban temasina ait hiyerarsik kod-alt kod modeli
a

1-508yolojik Degisim ve Toplumsal Taban

1.4, Kugaklar ve Katim Sosyal medya { iptal siaset
1.2. Bkonomi ve Gandelik Hayat Bigimleri
/ 'G-‘::m"“"“‘”"" " 1.3, Toplumsal Yaps ve Demografi " '

y \ ~
Goveniikhassasiys ¥ a\ . . No Gengienn sias et igis
(PKK.terts) & gog .
aresellegme &y
it namiker pak dendpim
arids mi h e

Toplumsal Gerilim ve Giivenlik

Katilimcilar, milliyetciligin sekillenmesinde teror (PKK) ve go¢ olgularinin belirleyici rol
oynadigini vurgulamistir (f=17). Bu durum giivenlik hassasiyetinin tabandaki giiciinii dogrulamgtir.
Katilimeilarin beka sorunu seklinde gordiigii PKK tehdidi MHP’nin Tiirk-islam ¢izgisi ve giincel
siyasi reaksiyonlariyla iliskilendirilmistir. Bir katilimci bu giivenlik algisin1 su sozlerle ifade
etmektedir:"Bir beka problemi varsa PKK gibi, devlet miidahale eder. PKK bir hak istemiyor, bunu
da herkes artik goriiyor. PKK, Tiirk milletini bolme, yikma politikasi giiden bir terdr orgiitiidir."
Siyasi rekabette 6ne c¢ikan kutuplagsma (f=5) ise katilimcilarca 'boliicii ve tehlikeli' bulunarak
elestirilmistir. Tiirkes’in reddettigi ayristirict dilin halen siirdiiriilmesi ve etnik kimlik siyaseti,
milliyetciligin kapsayiciligina aykirt bulunmustur. Siyasi deneyimi olan bir katilimci, giincel
milliyetci soylemdeki kutuplagsma egilimini tarihsel figiirlerin perspektifiyle karsilastirarak su
sekilde elestirmektedir:"1997’den sonraki gelismelere bakildiginda benim dikkatimi ¢ceken ve kabul
etmedigim, Alparslan Tirkes’in de kesinlikle reddettigi kutuplastirici, ayristirict ve tehlikeli olan
anlayisin giiniimiizde gegerliligidir. Boyle bir degisim meydana gelmistir... Dogu’da yasayan
vatandasa Kiirt dersen, baska yerdekine Laz veya Cerkez dersen insanlar arasinda ayrisma oluyor,
bu durumda dogru bir sey degildir"

1990’1ardan itibaren artan terér ve goc dalgalari toplumsal doniisiimiin temel dinamikleri
olarak siralanmigtir. Ayrica uzun siireli iktidar pratiginin toplumsal tabani donistiirdigi ve
konvansiyonel siyasetgilerin degisime direncinin yeni aktorlerin oniinii tikadig: ifade edilmistir.
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Kiiresellesme ve SSCB’nin dagilmastyla birlikte dis Tiirkler konusundaki hassasiyet artmis; devletin
giicii sinir Otesi Tiirklerin haklarinin korunmasiyla iliskilendirilmistir. Giincel gog¢ karsithigi
baglaminda Zafer Partisi’nin politikalar1 ise katilimcilarca 'fagist' bir egilimden ziyade, taban
kazandiran stratejik bir hamle olarak degerlendirilmistir.

Yasanan teror ve gog¢ olaylarinin milliyetciligin doniisiimiinde belirgin rolii olmas1 ilk¢i ve
etno sembolcii kuramlarin 6n plana ¢ikardigi ortak kimlik, tarihsel mensubiyet ve &teki algisi
iizerinden kurulmus olan giivenlik temelli milliyetcilikle benzerlik gostermektedir (Geertz, 1973).
Milliyetciligin siyasi rekabet ve kiiresellesmenin etkisiyle doniisiimii de modernist kuramin
milliyet¢iligi degisen ekonomik ve siyasi sartlarin {iriinii olarak degerlendiren bakis acisiyla
paralellik gostermektedir.

Ekonomi ve Giindelik Hayat

Milliyetciligin sekillenmesinde sadece giivenlik ve kimlik unsurlar degil iktisadi sartlar ve
menfaat odakli dinamikler de belirleyici olmaktadir. Katilimcilara gore gikar beklenti odakli katilim
(f=9) ve iktisadi baskilarla sosyal adalet istekleri (f=4), milliyetci partilerin toplumsal tabanini
etkilemektedir. Igsizlik ve iktisadi krizle (f=2) yiikseliste olan gelecek kaygisi (f=2), segmenlerin
milliyetci partilere yoneliminde oOnemli etkenler arasindadir. Bu da iktisadi kirilganliklarin
milliyet¢ilik sdylemini giiclendiren unsur durumuna geldigini géstermektedir. Katilimcilar, genglerin
vize kuyruklarinda beklemesi, issizlik, uyusturucu yayginligi ve adalet eksikligi gibi problemlerin
milliyetcilik sdylemini zayiflatan unsurlar oldugunu belirtmistir. Krizlerin ve sosyal adalet
eksikliklerinin ~ milliyet¢i  idealizm  {izerindeki  etkisi katilmec1  goriislerinde  soyle
orneklendirilmektedir: Giiniimiizde gengler vize kuyruklarindaysa, issizlik varsa, uyusturucu
yayginsa, hak ve adalet yok ise zaten burada milliyetgilikten s6z etmek miimkiin degildir." Bu
cergevede iilkemizdeki ekonomik anlayigin milliyetgilik algisinda onemli rol oynadigi
belirtilmektedir. Tiirk gencinin ve emeklisinin sorunlariyla ilgilenen politika anlayisinin milliyetci
tabanda karsilik buldugu ifade edilmistir.

Ayrica siyasi partilerin i¢ dinamikleri de ekonomik menfaatlerle iliskilendirilmistir. Iyi
Parti’den ayriliklarin nedenleri arasinda yanlis isim tercihleri, bireysel isteklerin karsilanmamasi ve
cikar iddialar1 6ne ¢ikmaktadir. Bu bulgu ekonomik yapinin bozulmasinin se¢gmenler iizerindeki
etkisinin modernist kuramda One ¢ikan sosyo-ekonomik doniisiim siirecleriyle iliskili oldugunu
gostermektedir.

Toplumsal Yapi ve Demografi

Bulgular milliyetgi tabanin ¢esitlendigini ve sosyolojik doniisiim gegirdigini gostermektedir.
Tabanda farklilasma ve milliyetgilik algilarinin ¢esitlenmesi kodlari bu degisimin ana gostergeleridir.
Kentlesme, egitim ve demografik hareketlilik siirecleri milliyetciligin toplumsal tabanda yeniden
aciklanmasint saglamigtir. Kiiresellesme ve dis dinamiklerin etkisi Tiirk milliyet¢iliginin kiiresel
boyuttaki gelismelerle etkilesimini géstermektedir.

Yasanan doniisiim koyden kente goc eden ve egitim diizeyi artan gruplarin milliyetcilige
bakisim revize etmistir. Ilk olarak elit hareket seklinde olan Tiirk milliyetciligi, kentli orta siif ve
universiteli gen¢ler nezdinde kimlik ifadesine doniismistiir. Akademisyen katilimcilardan biri
doniisiimii sdyle agiklamaktadir: “’1960'larda milliyetcilik Tiirkiye'de yalmizca belirli bir elit
nezdinde karsilik bulan bir durumdu. Tiirk milliyet¢iligi ya da Tirkgiliik dedigimiz sey bir elit
hareketiydi. Kendini Tiirk milliyetgisi olarak tarif eden partinin varligi, Tirk milliyetgiliginin
kitlesellesmesini hizlandirmistir." Veriler Tirk milliyet¢iliginin etnik ayrimciligi kabul etmeyen
kapsayict yapida oldugunu ve toplumun biitiin katmanlarinda referans noktasi olusturdugunu
gostermektedir. Bununla birlikte, sekiiler/anti-emperyalist 'ulusalcilar' ile dini tonlar1 barindiran
'milliyetgiler' arasinda kavramsal farkliliklar bulunsa da, belirli toplumsal meselelerde konsensiis
saglandig1 goriilmektedir.
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Yeni jenerasyonun sekiilerlesme egilimi milliyetcilik algisina esneklik kazandirmistir. Dis
goriiniis (kiipe, ddvme vb.) ile geleneksel mekanlar (Ulkii Ocaklar1) arasindaki bariyerlerin asinmasi
buna drnektir. Siyasi cografya agisindan bakildiginda, MHP nin Cumhur ittifaki ile birlikte 'Selcuklu
Hilali' olarak tanimlanan geleneksel/tasra tabaninda giiclendigi Iyi Parti’nin ise bat1 illerinde ve
sekiiler kesimde karsilik buldugu tespit edilmistir. Bu farklilasma bir katilimcr tarafindan su sekilde
ifade edilmektedir: "Cumbhur Ittifaki'nin kurulmasiyla birlikte tekrardan 1980 &ncesi sosyolojik
yapisina donen bir Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi vardir. Bunun karsisinda 1990 sonras1t MHP'lilesen
kentli, Akdenizli, laik bir yapiy1 Iyi Parti sahiplenmektedir." Sonuc olarak toplumsal yapidaki
doniisiim, milliyet¢i tabanin heterojenlesmesini beraberinde getirmistir. Temaya ait kod trendleri
Sekil 2°de sunulmustur. Sekilde verilen bilgiler incelendiginde en sik kullanilan kodun “Tabanda
farklilasma” kodu oldugu anlasilmaktadir.

Sekil 2. Sosyolojik degisim ve toplumsal taban temasina ait kod trendi

Egitim seviyesindeki artiglar ve kentlesme oranlarinin yiikselisin milliyetcilikte meydana
gelen doniisiimde etki sahibi olmasi, milliyetgiligin modern sartlarda yeniden iiretildigini ileri siiren
modernist kuramla uyum saglamaktadir (Gellner, 2013: 53). Ayrica milliyetgiligin farkli toplumsal
yapilarda ortak referans olusturmasi ve tarihi aidiyetler {izerinden kimlik {iretmesi etno sembolcii
kuramin 6ne ¢ikardigi sembolik siireklilik ve ortak hafizayla ortligmektedir (Smith, 1971). Siyasi
cografya acisindan bakildiginda MHP'min "Selguklu Hilali" olarak adlandirilan bdlgelerde
giiclenmesi, Iyi Parti'nin ise kentli ve sekiiler kesimlerde karsilik bulmasi, iki partinin toplumsal
tabanlarinin farkli kiiltiirel havzalarda yogunlastigini gostermektedir. Bu farklilagsma, Tiirk siyasetini
aciklamada bagvurulan merkez-gevre yaklagiminin (Mardin, 1990, ss. 30-66) isaret ettigi kiiltiirel fay
hatlariyla diyalog i¢inde okunabilir. Bununla birlikte milliyet¢iligin Tiirkiye'de hem merkez hem
cevre aktorlerince sahiplenilen sdylem olmasi, iki partiden herhangi birinin dogrudan merkezin ya
da gevrenin temsilcisi olarak konumlandirilmasina olanak vermemektedir. Bulgularin ortaya
koydugu tablo, milliyetgiligin bu klasik boliinmeyi kesen ve her iki havzada farkli igeriklerle yeniden
iiretilen bir soylem alan1 oldugudur.

Kusaklar ve Katilm Bicimleri

Yeni kusaklarin siyasetle kurdugu iliski, milliyet¢i partilerin gelecegi acisinda kritik
doniisiim alani olarak goriilmektedir. Katilimer ifadelerine gore kusak doniisiimii (f=9) ve genglerin
siyasete ilgisi (f=4), milliyet¢i tabanin dinamiklerini yeniden sekillendirmektedir. Dijitallesme ve
sosyal medya (f=1) geng¢ segmenlerin siyasi kimlik edinme bi¢imlerini farklilagtiran kanal olarak 6ne
cikmaktadir. Tiirkiye’de konvansiyonel siyasetcilerin sahayi terk etmemesi yeni siyasi aktorlerin
ortaya cikisini zorlastirmakta ve geng kusaklarin siyasal sisteme entegrasyonunu ertelemektedir.
Giiniimiizde gencler dis diinyaya daha aciktir. Ulke sartlarim uluslaras: diizeyde inceleme imkanina
sahiptir. Bundan dolay1 gengleri siyasete entegre eden onlar1 ikna eden ve katilim siireglerine katan
siyasi yapilar avantajli konumda goriilmektedir.
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Toplumsal degisimle birlikte gen¢ kusaklarin sekiilerlesmeye yoneldigi goriilmektedir.
Genglik apolitik olmaktan ziyade siyasetin kendi sorunlarina ¢6ziim bulamamasindan kaynakli anti-
politik durus sergilemektedir. Genglerin mevcut kurumsal siyasete yonelik gelistirdigi yapisal mesafe
ve kiiresel mukayese yetenegi bulgulara su sekilde yansimustir: "Apolitik degil anti politik bir genglik
var. Anti politika siyasetin kendi sorunlarina ¢éziim bulamama durumudur nesilde bu yénde
ilerliyor... Bugiiniin genc¢ligi on yil, yirmi yil oncesine gére dis diinyaya daha agik, dig diinya ile
tilkenin durumunu mukayese etme imkanina daha ¢ok vakif..." Katilimeilar, milliyet¢iligin gecmiste
kadin se¢men ve geng¢ kizlarda karsilik bulmadigini, ancak giiniimiizde bu durumun degistigini
vurgulamaktadir. Kiipe takan, dovme yaptiran genclerin dahi Ulkii Ocaklari’nda yer alabilmesi,
milliyet¢iligin toplumsal kapsayiciligindaki genislemeyi gostermektedir. Geleneksel milliyetci
mekanlar ile yeni jenerasyonun estetik ve kiiltiirel tercihleri arasindaki bariyerlerin esnemesi saha
gozlemlerinde su tespitlerle desteklenmektedir: "Milliyetciligin kadin se¢gmen ve geng kizlarda ¢ok
fazla karsiik bulmadigimi eskiden gormekteydik. Su an oyle degil. Kiipe takip dovme yaptiran gengler
Ulkii Ocaklari'nda var." Bu bulgu, milliyetci hareketin geng kusaklarin yasam tarzlariyla daha esnek
bir uyum gelistirdigini ortaya koymaktadir. MHP tarihsel olarak milli duygular yiiksek genglerin
yetistirilmesine Onem vermistir. Gunliimiiz gencliginin karsilagtigi vize kuyruklari, issizlik,
uyusturucu yayginligi ve adalet eksikligi gibi problemler milliyetcilik sdyleminin tek basina etkili
olmasini zorlastirmaktadir.

Neticede genglerin siyasete katilimi ve kusaklar arasi farklilagma milliyetgi partiler i¢in hem
meydan okuma hem de firsat alan1 sunmaktadir. Genglerin sekiilerlesen deger diinyalari, dijitallesme
ile sekillenen siyasal pratikleri ve anti-politik egilimleri, milliyetciligin gelecekteki yonelimlerini
dogrudan belirleyecek temel faktorler arasinda goriilmektedir.

Ideolojik Yonelim ve Kavramsal Ayrimlar

Arastirmanin ikinci ana temasi milliyet¢i partilerin ideolojik yonelimlerindeki farkliliklar ve
bu yonelimlerin zaman igerisinde gecirdigi doniisiimlere odaklanmaktadir. Veriler milliyetgiligin
sOylemde, kavramsal tanimlarda ve ideolojik pozisyonlarda g¢esitlendigini ve bu gesitliligin parti
ayrigmalarini besledigini gostermektedir. Sekil 3°de bu temaya ait alt tema ve kodlar hiyerarsik kod-
alt kod modeline gore verilmistir.

Sekil 3. ideolojik yonelim ve kavramsal ayrimlar temasina ait hiyerarsik kod-alt kod modeli

2ldeciojik Yonelim ve Kavramsal Aynmiar

/ l -
A @ 2 o
2.2 Millyessilik Turlen ve Yorumian

2.1. S6ylem ve Donuzum Dinamikien

Soylem ve Doniisiim Dinamikleri

Bulgular milliyet¢i partilerde belirgin sdylem dalgalanmalarinin  (f=34) oldugunu
yansitmaktadir. Tiirk-Islam sentezinden sekiiler-ulusalci vurgulara ve giivenlik odakli sdylemlere
dogru ¢esitlenen bu dalgalanmalar milliyetciligin ideolojik durustan ziyade stratejik siyaset aract
olarak aragsallastirildigini (f=25) gostermektedir. Konjonktiirel (f=10) ve giivenlik odakli (f=8)
yaklasimlar milliyet¢i retorigin ittifak siirecleri veya kriz donemlerinde donemsel amaglara hizmet
edecek sekilde yogunlagtigini dogrulamaktadir. Tiirk tarihinde modern bir olgu olarak gelisen
milliyetgilik Soguk Savas donemindeki doktriner karakterinden siyrilarak giiniimiizde esnek ve
pragmatik bir ¢erceveye evrilmistir (Hobsbawm, 2017, s. 107). Ancak kavramin dénemsel olarak
kutuplastiric1 kullanimi, katilimceilarca boliicii ve tehlikeli bir egilim olarak nitelendirilmistir.
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Partiler diizeyinde yapilan incelemede; MHP'nin Tiirkes sonrast donemde ulusalct ¢izgi ile
Tiirk-islam {ilkiisii arasinda konjonktiirel gegisler yasadig1 ve Atatiirk milliyetciligi ile Tiirkciiliigii
sentezleyen bir yapi sergiledigi goriilmektedir. Akademisyen katilimcilardan biri bu dalgalanmay1
donemler tizerinden sdyle betimlemektedir: "Tiirk milliyetciligi soz konusu oldugunda MHP 'de bazen
Tiirk¢iiliigiin, bazen Tiirk-Islam'in, bazen dini kimligin on plana ¢iktigi donemler olmustur. Buna
sebep olan, iginde bulunulan kownjonktiirdiir. 2000'li yularda MHP, Tiirk milliyetciligini Atatiirk
milliyet¢iligi ile harmanladi. 15 Temmuz'dan sonraki dénemde ise ittifaklar sayesinde Tiirkliikle
Islam't harmanlayan klasik Tiirk-Islam iilkiisii seklindeki bakis agisini én plana ¢ikarmistir.” Buna
karsin milliyetgiligi parti sinirlarina hapseden yaklasim, kavrami daraltan bir unsur olarak
degerlendirilmektedir. lyi Parti ise merkez sagda konumlanma arayisiyla sekiiler ve Atatiirk
milliyet¢isi kimlik benimsemistir. Diger aktorler baglaminda, CHP’de sol-liberal kayma ile Kemalist
milliyetciligin zayifladigi, AK Parti’nin ise dzellikle 2016 sonrast Cumhur Ittifaki ile milliyetgiligi
aragsal bir retorik olarak muhafazakar eksende kullandig1 gézlemlenmistir. Katilimci goriigiine gore:
"Cumhur Ittifaki, Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi'ni daha ¢ok milliyetcilige yaklastirmistir; Milliyetci
Hareket Partisi'ni ise biraz daha Islamciliga yaklastirmistir.” Bu ifade, ittifak iliskisinin yalmzca
secim stratejisi diizeyinde kalmayip taraflarin ideolojik konumlanmalarimi karsilikli olarak
donistiirdiigiinii ortaya koymaktadir. Zafer Partisi gogmen karsit sekiiler hat olusturmaktadir. Biiyiik
Birlik Partisi de geleneksel Islami ve milliyetci ¢izgisini korumustur.

Sonug olarak Tiirkiye 6zelinde milliyetgilik toplumsal dinamikler, giivenlik sorunlar1 ve
kiiresel gelismeler dogrultusunda farkli islevler yiiklenen dinamik alan niteligindedir. Bu da
kavramin hem ideolojik hem de pragmatik mesruiyet kaynagi olarak merkezi konumunu korudugunu
kanitlamaktadir.

Milliyetcilikte meydana gelen donlsiimler ve milliyetgiligin siyaset araci olarak
aragsallastirilmasi aragsalci milliyetcilikligin savlartyla paralellik gdstermektedir (Brass, 1991, s.
45). Milliyet¢iligi politik bir argiiman ve mobilizasyon araci seklinde agiklayan yaklagimlar
(Breuilly, 1993), partilerin kriz ve ittifak dénemlerindeki doniisiimlerini agiklayici niteliktedir. Tyi
Parti sekiiler ve demokratik vurgularla kapsayici sivil milliyetgilik ekseninde konumlanmaktadir.
MHP ise Tiirk-Islam ilkiisii ve muhafazakar temellerden yola ¢ikarak daha kiiltiirel milliyetciligi 6ne
cikarmasi klasik sivil-kiiltiirel milliyetcilik ayriminin Tiirkiye’de ki yansimasidir (Kohn, 2012, ss.
130-146).

Milliyetcilik Tiirleri ve Yorumlari

Aragtirma bulgulari, milliyetciligin Tiirkiye siyasetinde heterojen bigimlerde tanimlandigim
ortaya koymaktadir. Katilimer ifadelerinde en sik tekrarlanan temalar; ilkesel/kapsayici-deger temelli
(f=41) ve Atatiirkgii/sekiiler (f=39) milliyetcilik anlayislaridir. Bunlar sirastyla muhafazakar soylem
(£=20), yurttaglik temelli yaklasim (f=10) ve merkez sag milliyetcilik (f=3) izlemektedir. Veriler
kavramin 1rksal kimlikten degil Tiirk milletinin gelismesini amaglayan rasyonel program ve
kapsayici kiiltiir meselesi olarak yorumlandigini1 géstermektedir. Bir katilimci bu anlayisi su sozlerle
ifade etmektedir: "Milliyetciligi, millet adina bir teklif, bir program, bir akil ve bilim meselesi olarak
ele almayan hi¢chir parti, kurum ve sahis milliyet¢i olamaz.” Benzer sekilde diger katilimci,
milliyetciligin irka dayanmayan kapsayici niteligini 6n plana ¢ikarmaktadir: "Bizim Tiirk
milliyet¢iligimiz; ayni dini yasayan, ayni seye aglayan, aym topraklarda yasayan kisilerden olusan,
irka dayanmayan bir kiiltiir milliyet¢iligidir."

Siyasi partiler baglaminda MHP tarihsel siiregte Tiirk-Islam iilkiisiiyle ulusalci retorik
arasinda konjonktiirel gecisler yasamistir. Son kertede Atatlirk milliyet¢iligini kendi ideolojik
laboratuvarinda sentezleyen yap1 sergilemistir. Iyi Parti ise kurulusunda merkez sagda
konumlanmay1 hedeflemistir. Demokrasi, 6zgiirliik ve kalkinma vurgulariyla sekiiler milliyetcilik
anlayis1 gelistirerek MHP’den ayrigsmugtir.
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Kavramsal diizlemde sekiiler ve muhafazakar milliyetgilik arasindaki ayrim, temel fay hatti
olarak One ¢ikmaktadir. Bu 6ngorii katilimci ifadelerinde acik bigimde yer almaktadir: "Bundan
sonraki donemde sekiilerlik ve muhafazakarlik, Tiirk milliyet¢iligi icinde bir fay hatti olacaktir."”
Milliyetciligin tarihsel olarak dinle olan bagina ragmen yeni kusaklar arasinda sekiiler egilimlerin
giiclendigi ongorilmektedir. Sonug olarak milliyetcilik ilkesel, sekiiler, muhafazakar ve yurttaglik
temelli farkli yorumlarla sekillenmekte tiim partiler i¢in vazgegilmez siyasal mesruiyet kaynagi olma
ozelligini slirdiirmektedir.

Sekil 4. ideolojik yonelim ve kavramsal ayrimlar temasina ait kod trendi

Karsit / Alternatif Cerceveler

Milliyetcilik, yalnizca i¢sel yorumlarla degil, karsisinda konumlanan alternatif séylemlerle
etkilesim halinde sekillenmektedir. Bu kapsamda etnik kimlik siyaseti (f=12), milliyetciligin
karsisindaki temel unsur olarak goriilmektedir. Kimlik siyasetinin gerilemesi (f=7), milliyetci
sOylemin siyasal alan1 domine etmeye basladigini gostermektedir. Katilimcilar, "Tiirk Milleti"
tanimiyla sorun yasayan yapilarin milliyet¢i kabul edilemeyecegini vurgulamaktadir. Osmanli
mirasina ve Tiirkes’in dig Tiirkler vizyonuna yonelik elestirileri, milliyetciligi mikro Olcekte
yipratma c¢abasi olarak nitelendirmektedir. Bir katilimer bu dlgiitii su sozlerle ortaya koymaktadir:
""Tiirk Milleti' kavrami ile sorunlu olan partilerin milliyet¢i olmayacagi su gétiirmez bir gercektir.”
Ulusalcilik, milliyetgilige kiyasla daha dar bir cografi vizyona sahip, rasyonel ve ulus-devletgi bir
akim olarak tamimlanmaktadir. Siyaset¢i katilimcilardan biri bu farki cografi vizyon iizerinden
tammmlamaktadir: "Ulusalcilik cografi vizyon olarak ¢ok daha dar bir ¢ergevede yer tutmaya
calistyor. Fakat biz Tiirk milliyetgileri, ¢ok daha genis bir cografyada, insanligin biitiinii ile birlikte
Tiirk milletinin gelecegini ele aliyoruz.” Akademisyen katilimci ise ayrimi kavramsal diizlemde, din
ve sekiilerlik ekseni iizerinden kurmaktadir:"Ulusalcilik esittir milliyetcilik eksi dindir. Millet
kelimesi Islami bir terminolojiyi i¢inde barindurir; milliyetcilik dini bir cagrisimi én plana ¢ikarir."
Ulusalct kesimin milliyetgiligi irkeilikla esdeger gérmesi ve dini/etnik unsurlar1 diglayan yaklagimi
elestiri konusudur. Milliyet¢iligin farkli ideolojik konumlanmalar i¢inde yeniden iiretildigini
vurgulayan etno-sembolcii kuramla da uyumlu goriiniim sergilemektedir.

Uluslararas1 seviyede Avrupa’daki go¢ ve etnik milliyetgilik dalgasi Tiirkiye’deki
tartigmalar etkileyen dnemli faktordiir. Bu kapsamda Zafer Partisi’nin gé¢men karsiti sdylemleri
milliyetgiligin alternatif cergevede tekrardan tanimlandigini gostermektedir. Ayrica MHP’nin, lyi
Parti’yi DEM Parti ile is birligi {izerinden elestirmesi milliyetgiligin rakip aktorler arasinda mesruiyet
ve catigma alani iglevi gordiigiinii gostermektedir. Sonucta etnik siyaset, ulusalcilik ve sol-liberal
yaklagimlar milliyet¢iligi yeniden konumlandirsa da bulgular milliyet¢i retorigin Tiirkiye
siyasetindeki merkezi konumunun zayiflamadigina isaret etmektedir. Bu degerlendirme ii¢ gézleme
dayanmaktadir: Ilk olarak katilimcilar Tiirkiye'de siyasi basari arayisindaki her akimin milliyetci
retorige eklemlenmek durumunda oldugunu vurgulamaktadir. Bir katilimcinin ifadesiyle "Tiirkiye'de
bir akim bagarili olmak istiyorsa kesinlikle milliyetgilige entegre olmalidir" Ikinci olarak milliyetgi
partilerin toplam oy oranmin son genel se¢imde yaklasik %24 diizeyine ulasmasi (YSK, 2023)
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sOylemin se¢men diizeyindeki karsiligin1 gostermektedir. Son olarak farkli ideolojik geleneklerden
gelen partilerin bile milliyet¢i temalara bagvurmasi milliyetgiligin parti yelpazesini kesen mesruiyet
dili haline geldigini ortaya koymaktadir.

Parti i¢i Siirecler ve Liderlik

Bu ana tema, milliyetci partilerdeki i¢csel dinamikleri, liderlik siireglerini ve kurumsallasma
diizeylerini ortaya koymaktadir. Katilimcilarin ifadeleri, parti i¢i ayrismalarin, liderlik figiirlerinin
ve kurumsal yapr sorunlarinin milliyet¢i partilerin  doniisiimiinde belirleyici oldugunu
gostermektedir. Sekil 5.’de bu temaya ait alt tema ve kodlar hiyerarsik kod-alt kod modeline gore
verilmistir,

Sekil 5. Parti i¢i siiregler ve liderlik temasina ait hiyerarsik kod modeli
a

3Parti Igi Suregler ve Liderlik

|

11, Ayngma ve ltfaklar

Y

3.2. Kurulusg, Miras we Liderlik 3.2, Yonetim ve Kurumsallk __

Ayrisma ve ittifaklar

Milliyetci partilerin dikkat cekici Ozelliklerinden biri parti i¢i ayrismalar ve teskilat
transferleridir. Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi’nden Iyi Parti’ye y&nelimler, partiler arasindaki
geciskenligi gostermektedir. Katilimeilar yeni parti dogusu siirecinde Iyi Parti’nin ¢ikisin1t MHP nin
Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi ile ittifak kurmasina yonelik tepki olarak degerlendirmektedir. Bu siirecte
ittifaklar ve dis faktorler, ¢ozlim siireci ve 15 Temmuz darbe girisimi gibi olaylar milliyetgi partilerin
yonelimlerinde belirleyici rol oynanmustir. Ittifaklar bir yandan milliyetci tabanda kirilmalara yol
acarken diger yandan yeni siyasi aktorlerin ortaya ¢ikmasina zemin hazirlamistir. Ayrica ittifak
potansiyeliyle radikallesme ve illegalite, milliyetci partilerin gelecekteki yonelimlerini sekillendiren
unsurlar olarak goriilmektedir.

Katilimcilar, bir partiye katilmanin veya ayrilmanin siyasetin dogasinda yer aldigini, ancak
her ayriligin gelecekte benzer hatalarin Onlenmesi agisindan incelenmesi gerektigini
vurgulamaktadir. "Nasil ki bir siyasi partiye katilmak dogal bir haksa, ayni sekilde o partiden
ayrilmak da bir hak. Fakat her ayriligi da ayri ayri incelememiz lazim ki gelecek donemlerde benzer
hatalar yaptmasin." MHP’deki ayriliklar ¢ogunlukla parti ¢izgisinden sapma veya ideolojik
farkliliklara baglanirken, Iyi Parti’deki ayriliklarin yanhs aday tercihleri veya cumhurbaskan aday1
belirsizligi gibi nedenlerle iligkili oldugu ifade edilmektedir.

MHP’den ayrilan bir¢ok kisinin hala “bizim parti” sGylemini kullanmas, iki parti arasindaki
ayrigmanin yalnizca kurumsal diizeyde degil, tabanda da karmagik yapiya sahip oldugunu
gostermektedir. lyi Parti’den ayrilanlar arasinda Umit Ozdag ve Yavuz Agiralioglu gibi isimler
sosyolojik gerekgelerle 6ne cikarken, tasra teskilatlarinda Iyi Partililerin énemli kisminin gegmiste
MHP kokenli olmast, iki parti arasindaki geciskenligi daha goriiniir hale getirmektedir. Akademisyen
katilimcilardan biri bu gegiskenligi sahadaki gozlemleriyle sdyle somutlastirmaktadir: "Tasrada,
Anadolu'da, il teskilatlarinda, delegelerde gordiigiim sey, bircok Lyi Partilinin daha énceden MHP'li
oldugudur. 2018 éncesi MHP il baskani olan birini 2018 sonrast Iyi Parti il baskam olarak
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gorebilmektesiniz. Bu kisiler sosyolojik doniisiimle mi Lyi Partili oldular, yoksa siyasi motivasyon mu
on plana ¢ikti, bundan emin degilim."

Iyi Parti’nin kurulusu, milliyetci ve cumhuriyetci degerleri benimsemis, demokrasiye inanan
kesimlerin iktidar alternatifi olusturma arayisindan dogmustur. Bu baglamda, MHP’nin 15 Temmuz
sonras1 AK Parti ile ittifak kurmasi ve ydnetim degisimine dair i¢ tartismalar, Iyi Parti’nin ortaya
cikismin temel gerekgeleri arasinda gosterilmektedir. Parti, liderlik miicadelesinde basari
kazanamayan MHP kokenli aktorlerce kurulmus, kurulusundan itibaren milliyet¢i kimlik tasisa da
merkez sag iddiastyla sekillenmistir. MHP’nin 1980 &ncesi sosyolojik yapisina Cumhur Ittifak ile
yeniden yoneldigi, partinin AK Parti ile iliskilerinin ise tabanda elestirilere neden oldugu
bulgulanmistir. Katilimeilar, 6zellikle 15 Temmuz sonras1 ddnemde MHP’nin Tiirkliik ve islam’1
harmanlayan klasik “Tiirk-Islam Ulkiisii” anlayisina geri déndiigiinii vurgulamaktadir. Bu siirecte
radikal toplumsal kesimlerin de Cumhur Ittifaki sayesinde MHP’ye yaklastig1 ifade edilmistir.
MHP’nin Iyi Parti’yi Altili Masa’da yer almast ve DEM Parti’nin destegi ile iliskilendirmesi
milliyet¢i sOylemin siyasi aktorler arasindaki catisma unsurlarindan biri olmustur. Neticede
milliyet¢i partilerdeki ayrigmalar ve ittifaklar sadece ideolojik sebeplerden kaynaklanmamaktadir.
Bu sebepler arasinda kisisel beklentiler, liderlik miicadeleleri ve konjonktiirel gelismelerde
bulunmaktadir bu da milliyetciligin Tiirkiye siyasetindeki merkezi roliinii gii¢lendirirken farkli
milliyet¢ci damarlarin yeni aktorler iiretmesine zemin hazirlamaktadir.

Parti i¢i ayrismalar, teskilat transferleri ve yeni siyasi parti olusumlari, parti
kurumsallagmasiyla ilgilidir. MHP'den ayrilan aktorlerin sonraki siirecte de bizim parti sdylemini
kullanmas1 ve aidiyet duygusunu siirdiirmesi Tiirk milliyetciliginin salt rasyonel siyasi tercih
olmadigin1 gostermektedir. Aksine literatiirde belirtildigi tizere derin siyasi toplumsallagma ve alt-
kiiltiir kimligi oldugunu dogrulamaktadir (Bora & Can, 1999). lyi Parti’de ki ayriliklarin ideolojik
sapmalardan ziyade pragmatik sebeplere dayanmasi ve partinin merkez sag iddiasi, literatiirde Otto
Kirchheimer (1966, ss. 177-200) tarafindan kavramsallastirilan kitle partisi modeline gegis silirecinde
yasanan kurumsallagsma krizleri olarak goriilmektedir.

Kurulus, Miras ve Liderlik

Milliyetci partilerde parti i¢i siireclerin en belirleyici unsurlarindan biri, liderlik olgusudur.
Bulgular, kurucu/lider mirast ve entelektiiel miras kodunun &ne ¢iktigimi gostermektedir.
Katilimcilar, Tirk milliyetciliginde Atatiirk ve Alparslan Tiirkes gibi figiirlerin sadece tarihsel
sembol olmadigim1 bununla birlikte ideolojik siirekliligin vazgecilmez referanslari oldugunu
vurgulamaktadir. Ziya Gokalp, Erol Glingdr ve Sadri Maksudi Arsal gibi isimler de entelektiiel miras
agisindan one ¢ikmaktadir. Tiirk milliyetgiliginin diisiinsel altyapisinin bilimsel, kiiltiirel ve felsefi
temel iizerine insa edildigini ortaya koymaktadir. Alparslan Tiirkes’in liderligi, Tiirk milliyet¢iligini
fikirden ¢ikarip aksiyona doniistiiren doniim noktasi olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Bir katilimc1 bu
degerlendirmeyi su sozlerle ifade etmektedir: "Tiirk milliyetciligi fikrini aksiyon haline gegiren
insamn Alparslan Tiirkes oldugu gercegini bir daha tekrar edebilirim. Onun vefatindan sonra Tiirk
milliyet¢iligini tammlama ve icerik acisindan bir degisim yasanmistir.” Katilmeilar, Tiirkes’in
Misak-1 Milli smirlarinin 6tesinde de Tiirklerin yasadigina yonelik sdylemlerinin heniiz daha
kalicigini korudugunu belirtmektedir. MHP nin kurulusu, Tirkes’in 1965°te Cumhuriyetgi Koyl
Millet Partisi’ne katilmasiyla baslamistir. Bu siireg, partiyi Tirk milliyetciliginin ve iilkiiciiliigiin
sembolii  haline getirmigtir. Akademisyen katilimcilardan biri bu okumay1r soyle
gerekgelendirmektedir: "MHP'nin 1969 yilinda kuruldugunu diisiinmiiyorum. Ismi 1969'da konulmus
olsa da 1965'i almak gerekmektedir, ciinkii bu tarihte Alparslan Tiirkes partiye giriyor ve kisa siire
icinde genel baskan oluyor." Soguk Savas zamaninda sekillenen Tiirkes’in retorigi, giiniimiizde
MHP soylemleriyle biiylik dlgiide paralellik gostermektedir. Liderlik kaygist ve kisisel etkinin
belirleyiciligi (=11), liderlik krizi ve giiven kayb1 (/=9) ve liderlik degisimi (f~4) kodlar1, milliyetci
partilerde lider merkezli siyaset tarzinin giiclii fakat aym1 zamanda kirillgan yap1 olusturdugunu ortaya
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koymaktadir. Iyi Parti’"de Meral Aksener’in liderligi partinin kurulusunda belirleyici olmustur.
Miisavat Dervisoglu’nun genel baskanligi partinin gelecekteki kimliginin sekillenmesinde yeni
asama olarak goriilmiistir. MHP 6zelinde ise koklii siyasi gegmisine ragmen partinin kimliginin
giderek Devlet Bahgeli etrafinda toplanan iist yonetim anlayisina doniistiigii goriilmektedir. Bu
durum da Genel Baskan ve ekibi ne isterse o olur anlayigini ortaya ¢ikarmistir. Lider merkezli bu
yapi, partiyi bireysel karizmaya bagimli hale getirmistir.

Tirk toplumu genelinde lider odakli siyasal kiiltiiriin bulunmast milliyet¢i partilerde de
yansimasini bulmaktadir. lyi Parti’nin kurulusu bu kapsamda degerlendirilmektedir. Parti, MHP
icinde liderligi kazanamayan aktorlerin onciiligiinde kurulmustur. Kurulus siireci sadece MHP nin
AK Parti ile ittifakina tepki degildir. Ayn1 zamanda liderlik rekabetinin olusturdugu kirilmalarin
neticesi olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Bundan dolay1 milliyet¢i partilerde kurucu figiirlerin mirasi
kadar mevcut liderlerin bireysel yonelimleri ve stratejileri de partilerin ideolojik durusunu ve
tabandaki mesruiyetini belirlemektedir.

Bu alt tema bagli oldugu ana temada en 6ne ¢ikan kodu barindirdig1 i¢in temada yer alan
kodlarin trendi incelenmigtir. Sekil 6’de temaya ait kod trendi verilmistir. Sekilde verilen bilgiler
incelendiginde en sik kullanilan kodun “Kurucu/lider mirasi (Atatiirk, Tiirkes) & entelektiiel miras”
kodu oldugu anlagilmaktadir.

Sekil 6. Parti i¢i siiregler ve liderlik temasina ait kod trendi

Yonetim ve Kurumsallik

Katilimcilarin ifadeleri, milliyetgi partilerde kurumsallagsma sorunlarinin belirgin oldugunu
ortaya koymaktadir. Bulgulara gore, parti ici demokrasi krizi ve muhalefetin tasfiyesi (~12), yonetim
zafiyeti & seffaflik sorunlar (=7) ve liyakat eksikligi & kadro yapilanmasi (/=6) milliyetgi partilerin
kurumsal kapasitesini sinirlayan baslica engellerdir. Ayrica kurumsallasamama ve pragmatizm
(7~=13) ile aday tercihleri ve elitizm (f=4), partilerin gii¢lii lider merkezli yapilar1 karsisinda kurumsal
mesruiyet ve silirdiiriilebilirlik acisindan zayif kaldigini gostermektedir.

Milliyetci Hareket Partisi, koklii siyasi gegmisine ragmen giliniimiizde Devlet Bahgeli
etrafinda toplanmis bir iist yonetim ile anilmaktadir. Genel Baskan ve ekibinin iradesi diginda farkli
diisiincelerin dile getirilememesi, parti i¢i istisare ve tartigma kiiltiiriiniin zayiflamasina yol agmaistir.
Bu durum, Alparslan Tiirkes donemindeki daha istisareye dayali yapinin aksine, kat1 hiyerarsi ve
otoriterlik temelinde sekillenen bir kurumsal yap1 yaratmistir. Bir katilime1 bu doniisiimii s6yle ifade
etmektedir: "Biz Tiirk milliyet¢ileri, yanlissa yanlis diyen bir anlayistan yetistik. Tartisma yapan,
istisare kiiltiirii olan, toy kuran bir millettir Tiirk milleti. Onceki donemlerde parti icindeki durum
istisareye dayaniyordu.” Katilimcilar, MHP’deki yonetim degisim siirecinin parti i¢i muhalefetin
tasfiye edilmesinin, Iyi Parti’nin ortaya c¢ikisindaki temel motivasyonlardan biri oldugunu
vurgulamaktadir.
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Ote yandan, MHP’deki ayrilmalar daha ¢ok parti i¢i kurallara uyulmamasi nedeniyle merkez
tarafindan yapilan gorevden almalarla iliskilendirilmektedir. Iyi Parti’deki ayrilmalar genellikle
kisisel menfaatler ve aday belirleme siireclerindeki sorunlarla agiklanmaktadir. Bir katilimc1 konuyla
ilgili olarak: MHP'deki ayriimalar, parti i¢i kurallara uyulmadigindan otiirii genel merkez tarafindan
gorevden almalarla gerceklesmistir. Iyi Parti'deki ayrilmalar ise parti ici karisikliklardan olmustur.
Bazi ayrilmalar parti i¢indeki demokrasinin iglemedigi savunuldugu i¢in yaganmistir.” Bu farklilik
milliyet¢i partilerde ayrigmalarin ¢ogu zaman ideolojik olmaktan ziyade yonetim zafiyetleri ve
kurumsal sorunlardan kaynaklandigini ortaya koymaktadir. Sonugta milliyet¢i partilerin her iki
orneginde de lider merkezli siyaset tarzinin 6n plana ¢iktig1 goriilmektedir.

Bulgularin ortaya koydugu parti i¢i demokrasi krizi, muhalefetin tasfiyesi ve giiclii lider
merkezli yapilar, siyaset bilimi literatiiriindeki oligarsinin tun¢ kanunu teziyle dogrudan
ortiismektedir (Michels, 1962). Nitekim parti i¢i demokrasinin zayiflamasi, lider merkezli yapilarin
gliclenmesi ve orgiitsel siireclerin seffafliktan uzaklagmasi, siyasal partilerin kurumsallasmasini
sinirlayan temel faktorler olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Bununla beraber parti i¢i aidiyetin giiclii
sekilde siirdiiriilmesi ve siyasal kimligin alt-kiiltiir olarak yeniden iiretilmesi milliyetci hareketlerin
sadece kurumsal degil sosyolojik ve kiiltiirel yap1 olarak varligini siirdiirdiigiinii géstermektedir.

Parti Tabani ve Se¢cmen Davranisi

Bu baglik altindaki ana tema milliyetci partilerin taban yapisini, segmen profillerini ve oy
verme davranislarini incelemektedir. Katilimcilarin ifadeleri, MHP ve lyi Parti segmenlerinin benzer
kokenlerden gelmesine ragmen farkli motivasyonlara sahip olduklarim1 ortaya koymaktadir.
Asagidaki tabloda bu temaya ait alt tema ve kodlar hiyerarsik kod-alt kod modeline gore verilmistir.

Sekil 7. Parti tabani ve segmen davranigi temasina ait hiyerarsik kod-alt kod modeli
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Secim ve Strateji

Milliyetci partilerde secim stratejisi ve performansi (/=11) 6nemli tartisma alani olarak dne
cikmaktadir. Katilimeilarin degerlendirmeleride Iyi Parti biiyiiksehirlerde iktidar partisine karsi
ittifaklarla dikkat gekici basari elde etmistir. Milliyetci Hareket Partisi ise Cumhur ittifaki ile birlikte
siyaseti devam ettirmistir. Bu durum, se¢gmen davraniginin sadece ideolojik egilimlerle olmadigim
stratejik faktorlerle de belirlendigini gostermektedir.

Iyi Parti’nin segim stratejisinde genc secmenleri siyasete entegre etme potansiyeli kritik
unsur olarak goriilmektedir. Istanbul ve Ankara gibi biiyiiksehirlerde, iginde yer aldigi ittifak
sayesinde iktidar partisine kars1 segim basaris1 elde eden Iyi Parti ittifak siyasetini etkin kullanma
becerisine dayali stratejik hamle kabiliyeti sergilemistir. Bir katilimci bu siireci su sozlerle
degerlendirmektedir: "Gegerli olan baskanlik sisteminde partilerin giic birligi yapmas: gereken
secimler atlattik. Iyi Parti gii¢ birligi yaparak giizel stratejik hamleler yapmistir; bundan dolayi da
ilk defa iktidar partisini Istanbul ve Ankara'da yenmistir." Yozgat gibi geleneksel milliyetci tabana
sahip illerde partinin oy oranlarimin diisiik kalmas1, Iyi Parti’nin milliyetci segmenle iliskisini

Turkish Studies — Economics, Finance, Politics 21(O1)



The Transformation of Nationalism in Tiirkiye: The MHP and The lyi Party 2667

sorgulatmaktadir. Akademisyen katilimcilardan biri bu celiskiyi sdyle dile getirmektedir: "Se¢im
sonuglarina gore illerden gelen oy oranlari konusunda net konusamiyorum. O zaman Yozgat ilinde
Lyi Parti'nin aldigi oy oranini nereye oturtacagiz? Ben burada sosyolojik degisim ve doniisiim yoktur
demiyorum; en azindan tavanda bir degigim ve séylemde bir degisim vardw.” Katilimcilarin
aktarimlarina gore, partinin milliyet¢i kimligi, parti i¢inde milliyet¢i olmayan aktorlerin siyaset
yapma sansinin diigiik oldugu diislincesiyle pekigsmektedir.

Iyi Parti, kurulus siirecinde merkez sag1 temsil etmeyi hedeflemis olsa da zamanla
milliyet¢iligi benimseyen ¢izgiye kaymis ve bu siirecte soldan da oy alma cabasi gostermistir. Bu
stratejik yonelimler her zaman arzu edilen basariy1 getirmemistir. Partide yasanan ayriliklar hem
secim stratejilerinin hem de ittifak politikalarinin yarattigi beklenti-gerceklik uyumsuzlugu ile
iliskilendirilmistir. Katilimeilar Iyi Parti’nin sonraki se¢imlerde oy oranini koruyabilmesi ve daha
genis toplumsal kesime ulagabilmesi i¢in stratejik kimligini netlestirmesi ve se¢gmen karsisinda daha
giiclli performans sergilemesi gerektigini vurgulamaktadir.

MHP’nin segim stratejisinde ittifak politikalar1 belirleyici olmustur. Cumhur Ittifaki
cergevesinde AK Parti ile kurulan yakin iligski siyasi giiciinii pekistirmesine olanak tanimistir.
Bununla birlikte, baz1 katilimcilar MHP’nin bu ittifaklar sebebiyle bagimsiz hareket alaninin
daraldigini ve partinin milliyet¢i s6ylemini ikincil konuma diisiirdiigiinii ifade etmektedir.

Sonugta milliyetci partilerin se¢im stratejileri, ittifaklar, gen¢ se¢menlerin rolii, cografi
farkliliklar ve milliyet¢i kimligin yorumlanisi iizerinden sekillenmektedir. Stratejik tercihlerin kisa
vadeli basar getirdigi, ancak uzun vadeli kurumsal giiclenme i¢in net siyasal yonelim ve tutarlilik
gerektigi bulgulanmustir.

Profil ve Hareketlilik

Milliyetci tabanin sosyolojik profili Tiirk siyasetindeki doniistimiin gdstergelerinden biridir.
Veriler secmen profilinin sehirli/sekiiler ve tasra/muhafazakar gruplar arasimnda ayristigmi lyi
Parti’nin kentli ve egitimli kesimlerden destek aldigin1 gostermektedir. MHP’nin ise geleneksel
muhafazakar tabandan destek aldigim ortaya koymaktadir. iki parti arasindaki gii¢lii segmen
geciskenligi her iki yapmin sosyal tabaninin biiyiik Olclide ortak iilkiici kimlik {izerinden
sekillendigini dogrulamaktadir. Cografi agidan MHP "Selguklu Hilali" olarak adlandirilan bolgelerde
konsolide olmaktadir. Iyi Parti bat illerinde ve sekiiler odaklarda karsilik bulmaktadar.

Milliyet¢i secmen davraniglar1 sadakat, pragmatizm ve bilingli tercih eksenlerinde
farklilagmaktadir. MHP tabaninda 6ne ¢ikan sadakat ve siireklilik (f=15), lidere ve partiye yonelik
duygusal/gelencksel baglilikla desteklenmektedir. Katilimeilar, MHP’yi milliyetgiligin tarihsel
stirekliligini temsil eden en istikrarli yapi olarak tamimlamaktadir. "MHP, 2016 sonrasinda
Tiirkiye'deki en istikrarli milliyet¢i partidir. Bunda Devilet Bahgeli'nin agiklamalart ve parti
politikalar: etkilidir: énce iilke menfaati, sonra parti menfaati.” lyi Parti segmeninde kisa vadeli
beklentilere dayali hareketlilik daha belirgindir. Bununla birlikte, Iyi Parti’nin Atatiirkgii ve sekiiler
vurgusu, rasyonel ve bilingli bir segmen destegini (f=3) de beraberinde getirmektedir.

Milliyetcilik, segmen nezdinde sadece kimlik sdylemi degildir. Milletin menfaati, bilimsel
gelisim ve devletin bekasiyla iliskilendirilen dinamik "mefkure" olarak algilanmaktadir. Bir katilimei
milliyet¢iligin ¢ok katmanli algilanisini sdyle ifade etmektedir: "Milliyetcilik bazilarina gore gegici
bir histir. Bazilarina gore se¢imde oy kullanmaktir. Bazilarina gore ise mefkuredir, hayatinin her
alaminda davranmislarina yon veren bir yapidadir. Ulkiiciiler ve Tiirk milliyetcilerine gore milliyet¢ilik
mefkuredir.” Sonug olarak milliyet¢i partilerin toplumsal tabaninda MHP’de sadakat ve geleneksel
siireklilik, Iyi Parti’de ise pragmatik tercihler ile sekiiler-bilingli destek dinamikleri i¢ ice
gegmektedir.
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Sekil 8. Parti taban1 ve segmen davranisi kod trendi

Mutlak Frekans
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Caligmanin bu kisminda elde edilen bulgular Tiirkiye’de milliyetgiligin tekil ve duragan
yapida olmadigim1 goéstermektedir. Siyasi partiler, toplumsal dinamikler ve se¢men davranislari
iizerinden doniisen alan oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir. Degerlendirilen iki parti, milliyet¢iligin farkl
kurumsal yapilarda, farkli soylemsel stratejiler ve orgiitsel tercihler araciligiyla nasil ¢esitlendigini
ve donlistiiglinii gostermektedir. Toplumsal tabandaki doniisiim, ideolojik yonelimlerdeki ayrigma
ve parti ici silireglerle incelendiginde milliyet¢iligin hem siyasi mesruiyet iiretme araci hem de
toplumsal talepleri doniistiiren ¢erceve olarak iglev gordiigii goriilmektedir. Bulgular sonug¢ kisminda
milliyetciligin siyasi sistem, siyasi parti yapilar1 ve Tiirk siyasi hayat1 {izerindeki etkilerinin kapsamli
bicimde degerlendirilmesine olanak saglamaktadir.

Sonuc¢

Caligma sonucunda elde edilen veriler Tiirkiye’de milliyet¢iligin duragan yapida olmadigini
gostermektedir. Milliyetcilik toplumsal doniisiim, ekonomik krizler, siyasi partilerdeki degisimler ve
parti i¢i dinamiklerle etkilesim iginde siirekli doniisiim geciren esnek sdylem ve pratikler biitiinii
oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir. Caligma sonuglar Cumhurbagkanligi Hiiklimet Sistemi'ne gegis, ittifak
siyasetinin kurumsallagsmasi, terdrle miicadele, go¢ dalgast ve dijitallesme gibi faktorlerin
milliyet¢iligin  sOylemini, kapsayiciligini ve halkla kurdugu iliskiyi yeniden belirledigini
gostermektedir. Bu ¢ercevede se¢im sistemindeki %50+1 aritmetigi ve 2018'de yiiriirliige giren
literatiirde "apparentement" sistemi olarak kavramsallastirilan sec¢im ittifaki diizenlemesi ittifaklar
fiilen zorunlu hale getirmistir. Bu durum milliyetci partilerin pazarlik giiciini artirmistir (Evei &
Kaminski, 2021).

MHP ve lyi Parti baglaminda yapilan mukayeseli degerlendirme Tiirkiye’de milliyetgiligin
birbirini tamamlayan iki ana yorum iizerinden kurumsallastigini gostermektedir. MHP, devletci ve
giivenlikgi ¢izgiyi kurumsal siireklilikle 6n plana ¢ikarmaktadir. Iyi Parti sekiiler, cogulcu ve merkez
saga yakin milliyet¢ilik olusturmaya calismaktadir. ki partinin kurumsal yapilari ve liderlik
tipolojileri, milliyetgilikle kurulan iliskinin seyrini dogrudan belirlemektedir. MHP’de Tiirkes’ten
Bahgeli’ye uzanan tarihsel siire¢ merkeziyetci, disiplinli ve lider merkezli kurumsal kiiltiir
olugturarak istikrar ve sOylem birligi saglamistir. Bu durum o&zellikle segmen tabaninin
mobilizasyonunda partiye stratejik fayda kazandirmistir. Lider odakli teskilat yapisi karar alma
stirecinde hiz1 artirsa da kadro yenilenmesi ve uzmanlasmis politika iiretimi agisindan uzun vadeli
stmirliliklar dogurmaktadir. lyi Parti’de Aksener’in kurucu liderligi, farkli siyasi kiiltiirlerden gelen
aktorlerin bulundugu daha heterojen ve ¢ogulcu yapi ortaya ¢ikarmustir. Biitiinlestiriciligi artiran
durum partinin tabanini genisletmesine olanak saglasa da kimi zaman i¢ ayrigma, kimlik bunalimi ve
kurumsallagma sorunlarina sebebiyet vermistir.

Milliyetcilik, toplumsal taleple siyasi arz arasinda arayiiz islevine sahiptir. Milliyetci ve
radikal sag partilerin yiikseligsini se¢men talebiyle siyasal arzin etkilesimi iizerinden agiklayan
yaklagimlar islevi kuramsal diizeyde de desteklemektedir (Mudde, 2007: 56). Giivenlik kaygilari,
terorle miicadele, go¢ baskist ve beka vurgusu, milliyetci sdylemi uzun siireli besleyen ve 6zellikle
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secim donemlerinde yogunlugu artangerceveyi olusturmaktadir. Verilerde en sik dile getirilen
temalardan biri olan "beka" kavramu, iki partinin sdylemlerinde merkezi unsur olarak bulunmaktadir.
MHP’nin politikalarinda daha 6n plana ¢ikan beka sdylemi PKK tehdidini ve terdr orgiitii lideri
Ocalan eksenli tartismalar1 dogrudan Tiirkiye’nin problemi olarak kodlamaktadir. Segmen tabaninda
bu tehdide karsi gelisen yiiksek hassasiyet, milliyetci partilerin giivenlik eksenli mesruiyetini
gliclendirmektedir.

Tiirkiye’de ki sosyolojik doniisiim kentlesme, egitim diizeyindeki artig, kusak degisimi ve
dijital medyanin artirdigi bilgi akislari, milliyetciligin kapsamini genisletmistir. Geleneksel
milliyetci referanslarin yanina adalet, 6zgiirliik, firsat esitligi, ¢cevre duyarliligi ve teknoloji gibi yeni
unsurlar eklenmistir. Z kusag1 ve geng yetiskin segcmenlerde milliyetciligin anlam diinyasi sadece
giivenlik odakli savunuculuktan ¢ikarak hakkaniyetli devlet, etkin kamu hizmeti, liyakat ve katilimci
yurttaglik eksenine kayan daha g¢ogulcu yapiya dogru evrilmektedir. Bu baglamda MHP'nin
muhafazakar ve geleneksel tabandan aldig1 oylar1 korumasi, Iyi Parti'nin ise kentli, egitimli ve kadin
secmenler nezdinde alternatif bir "sekiiler-yurttaglik milliyet¢iligi" dnermesi, milliyet¢i sdylemin iki
farkli sosyolojik kesimde es zamanli karsilik bularak toplumsal erisimini genislettigini
gostermektedir.

Siyasal sistemdeki doniigiimler ve 15 Temmuz sonrasi siire¢ milliyetci partilerin sistem
icindeki roliinii ideolojik akim olmaktan ¢ikararak sistemin kurucu ve yonlendirici aktorii konumuna
getirmistir. Se¢im sistemindeki %50+1 aritmetigi ittifaklar1 zorunlu hale getirmistir. Bu durumda
milliyetci partilerin pazarlik giiciinii artirmistir. MHP nin Cumhur ittifaki icerisindeki stratejik roli,
devletci-giivenlik¢i gergevenin devlet aygiti iginde goriiniirliigiinii arttirmaktadir. Iyi Parti’nin
muhalefet kanadindaki konumu sekiiler-demokratik vurgular1 ve parlamenter sistem istegini One
cikarmaktadir. Ittifak yapilari, milliyetci partilerde retorigin sinmirlarini yeniden gizerken, segmen
algisinda donemsel tutarlilik sorunlart da olusturabilmektedir. MHP, kriz donemlerinde giivenlikg¢i
sOylemi One ¢ikarirken, normal dénemlerde merkez saga yakin acilimlarla ittifak siyasetinde daha
esnek pozisyon alabilmektedir. Iyi Parti, milliyetciligi sekiiler ve demokratik degerlerle
harmanlayarak, hukukun tstiinliigii, seffaflik ve hesap verebilirlik vurgularini 6n planda tutmaktadir.
Katilimc1 degerlendirmeleri, ittifak siirecinin milliyet¢i partiler iizerinde ¢ift yonli bir etki
olusturduguna isaret etmektedir. Bir yandan ittifaklar, milliyetgi partilerin ittifak giiclinii ve sistem
igindeki agirhgmi artirmistir. Katilimeiya gére radikal kesimlerin Cumhur ittifaki aracihigryla
MHP'ye yaklasmasi bu durumun bir gdstergesi olarak degerlendirilmistir. Ote yandan ayni siireg,
taraflarin ideolojik konumlarini karsilikli olarak doniistiirmiis ve milliyetgi tabanda kirilmalara yol
agmustir. Iyi Parti'nin kurulusunu hazirlayan kopus ile Millet ittifaki deneyiminin parti tabaninda
olusturdugu olumsuz yansimalar ittifak siyasetinin maliyet boyutunu ortaya ¢ikarmaktadir.

Iki parti arasindaki rekabet, milliyetci segmen tabanini1 bolerek pargali yapi olusturmaktadir.
Bu durumda uzun vadede milliyet¢iligin konsolide iktidar alternatifi olmasini sinirlamaktadir.
Siyasetin Uislubundaki sertlesme ve kutuplasma milliyetgiligin siyasi rekabetin merkezine
yerlesmesine yol agmaktadir. Bu durum partilerin esnek politika {iretme kapasitesini kimi zaman
sinirlandirmaktadir. Kriz anlarinda medyada milliyetgilik hizla giindem halini almakta ve birlik
sOylemi kisa vadede yiiksek etkilesim saglamaktadir. Ancak normallesme siirecinde ayni sert tonun
stirdiiriilmesi politika tasarimimin derinlesmesini engelleyebilmektedir. Bundan dolay1 kurumsal
iletisimde esnek ritim ydnetimi ve veri temelli analiz, hangi segcmen kesimlerinde hangi sdylem
cergevelerinin  pozitif ya da negatif yankilandigimi oOlgerek sdylem-politika hizalanmasini
giiclendirmektedir.

Politika ¢iktilarma ve siyasi temsile iligkin degerlendirmeler milliyet¢i partilerin adalet,
giivenlik, egitim, kiiltiir ve ekonomi alanlarinda paylastiklari ortak milli yapiyla bu yap1 {izerinde
ayrigan yaklasim setlerinin es zamanh sekilde var oldugunu gostermektedir. Adalet politikalar
baglaminda, yolsuzlukla miicadele, liyakat ve yargi bagimsizlig1 her iki parti agisindan ortak talep
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alan1 olusturmakla birlikte, bu taleplerin sdylemlere yansima bigimi farklilagsmaktadir. MHP
sOyleminde yargi siirecleri, cogunlukla devletin bekasi ve siyasal istikrarla uyumlu denge arayist
icerisinde ele alinmaktadir. Iyi Parti syleminde kurumsal reform, erkler ayrilig1, seffaflik ve hesap
verebilirlik vurgular1 daha belirgin olmaktadir.

Egitim ve kiiltiir politikalarinda milli kimlik insasinin ve tarihsel hafizanin korunmasinin
Onemi iki parti tarafindan ortak bigimde kabul edilmektedir. Bununla birlikte, egitim miifredatinin
icerigi, degerler egitimiyle elestirel diisiinme arasindaki denge, iiniversite O6zerkligi ve bilim-
teknoloji ekosisteminin desteklenmesi gibi basliklarda belirgin sdylem farkliliklar1 6ne ¢ikmaktadir.
Bu tiir genisleme, 6zellikle geng nesiller nezdinde milliyet¢i sdylemin daha kalici ve kapsayici
karsilik iiretmesine fayda saglayabilecek niteliktedir.

Ekonomi politikalar1 acisindan bakildiginda ise milliyetcilik stratejik sektorlerin
desteklenmesi ve tedarik zinciri dayamkliliginin artirilmasit gibi bagliklarda ulusal derinlik
vurgusuyla uyumlu ¢ergeve sunmaktadir. Savunma sanayiinde millilesme, enerji arz giivenligi ve
kritik madenlerin islenmesi konular1 milliyet¢i se¢mende giiclii destek bulmaktadir. Ancak bu
alanlarda milliyet¢i ekonomi politikalarinin siirdiiriilebilir ve etkili sonuglar dogurabilmesi, kamu
yatirimlarinin rasyonel bigimde onceliklendirilmesine, seffaf tedarik siireglerine, firsat maliyetlerinin
gozetilmesine ve sonuc¢ odakli performans izleme mekanizmalarinin isletilmesine baghidir. Aksi
halde, sembolik diizeyde gli¢lii olan ekonomik milliyetciligin, kaynak tahsisi etkinligi ve politika
¢iktilar1 agisindan sorgulanabilir hale gelmesi kaginilmazdir.

Calismanin literatiire katki saglayan en 6zgiin bulgularindan biri de milliyet¢i sdylemin
bolgesel dagilimi ve sosyo-ekonomik baglamla etkilesimidir. Veriler, yerel farklilagsmalarin ulusal
diizeydeki ortalama egilimleri orttiigiinii gostermektedir. Orta Anadolu ve Karadeniz hattinda tarihsel
olarak giiclii olan muhafazakar ve milliyet¢i kesim; tarimsal doniisiimiin hizlandig1, hizmet sektorii
ve kiiciik sanayinin 6ne ¢iktigi il ve ilgelerde istihdam giivenligi, sosyal yardimlar ve kamu
hizmetlerine erisim gibi gostergelere duyarhidir. Bu alanlarda milliyetgilik sadece kiiltiirel aidiyet
degil ayni1 zamanda devletin yakinligi ve hizmetin goriiniirliigii ile anlam kazanmaktadir. Buna karsin
biiyiiksehirlerde ve metropollerin ¢evre ilgelerinde milliyetcilik toplumsal giiven duygusu kamusal
adalet algis1 ve kurumsal performansla daha yakindan iligkilidir. Bundan dolay1 milliyet¢i sdylemin
kentsel sahadaki karsiligi, sosyal adalet, liyakat ve yolsuzlukla miicadele gibi temalarla birlikte
yiikselmektedir. Segmen davraniginda ekonomik oy verme ile kimlik temelli oy verme arasinda
keskin karsitlik yerine baglama 6zgii i¢ ice gegmis bir yap1 bulundugunu gostermektedir.

Milliyetgilik, Tirkiye’de hem tarihsel siirekliligini koruyan hem de baglamsal kosullara gore
icerigi ve islevi degisebilen dinamik referans g¢ercevesi olarak varligini devam ettirmektedir.
Milliyetci siyasetin siirdiiriilebilirligi sdylemsel giiciin kurumsal kapasiteye tahvil edilmesine
baglidir. Bu siiregte kurumsal derinlesme yoluyla lider merkezli yapinin veri temelli ve uzmanlagmis
yonetimle desteklenmesi genglik odakli doniisiim sayesinde yeni kusaklarin dijital vatandaslik ve
0zgiin istthdam politikalariyla sisteme entegrasyonu ve son olarak bolgesel kalkinmayla yesil
doniisiim ve yerel tedarik zincirleri {izerinden sosyo-ekonomik esitsizliklerin giderilmesi belirleyici
stratejik eksenler olarak one ¢ikmaktadir. Bu vizyon, milliyet¢iligin toplumsal s6zlesme zeminine
evrilmesi i¢in kritik 6nem tagimaktadir.

Veriler biitlinciil olarak degerlendirildiginde milliyetciligin Tiirkiye’deki seyrini belirleyen
temel unsur siyasi sistemin kurumsal yapisiyla toplumsal doniistimiin ritmi arasindaki koordinedir.
Hiikiimet sistemi, ittifak kurallar1 ve se¢im miihendisligi gibi kurumsal unsurlarla kentlesme, artan
egitim diizeyi ve kiiresel bilgi akisi gibi toplumsal dinamikler koordineli oldugunda, milliyetci
sOylem daha kapsayici ve etkili zemine kavusmaktadir. Bu uyumun bozuldugu dénemlerde ise
sOylemin tonu yiikselse dahi, politika iiretimi ve kurumsal derinlik agisindan bosluklar
biiyiiyebilmektedir. MHP nin kurumsal hafizas1 ve siireklilige dayal giicii ile Iyi Parti’nin kapsayici
yenilenme potansiyeliTilirk demokrasisi i¢in farkli kanallardan beslenen tamamlayici katkilar sunma
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firsatina sahiptir. Giivenlik, 6zgiirlik ve refah1 ayni eksende biitiinlestiren yurttaglik merkezli
milliyetcilik  Tiirkiye’'nin  mevecut sorunlarmin  ¢éziimiinde ve gelecekteki firsatlarin
degerlendirilmesinde yeni toplumsal sdzlesmenin temelini olusturma potansiyeline sahiptir.

MHP ve lyi Parti iizerinden gergeklestirilen analiz Tiirkiye'de milliyetciligin primordial ve
statik 6z olmadigin1 degisen sosyo-ekonomik sartlar, demografik hareketlilik ve siyasi sistemin
kurumsal tesvikleri dogrultusunda yeniden insa edilen dinamik olgu oldugunu teorik baglamda
kanitlamaktadir. Milliyetciligin ittifak siyaseti, giivenlik tehditleri ve kurumsal doniistimler
baglaminda farkli iglevler iistlenmesi, modernist kuramin milliyet¢iligi modern siyasal siire¢lerin
iiriinii olarak ele alan perspektifiyle uyumludur. Bununla birlikte, tarihsel referanslar, kolektif hafiza
ve kimlik siirekliligi {izerinden sekillenen milliyet¢i sdylem etno-sembolcii yaklasimin temel
argiimanlariyla da paralellik gostermektedir. Bu baglamda calisma milliyetgiligin Tiirk siyasetinde
yalnizca ideolojik bir kimlik alan1 olmadigini1 bununla birlikte siyasal alan1 dizayn eden, ittifaklar
sekillendiren ve merkez-gevre iligkilerini yeniden iireten hegemonik soylem alani oldugunu ortaya
koymaktadir.
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