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Abstract: The civil war that began in Syria in 2011 has turned Turkey into one of the countries experiencing
the most intense waves of forced migration. With the admission of millions of Syrians under temporary
protection, Anatolian cities such as Samsun have become significant destinations within this migration process.
It is evident that migration creates profound social, cultural, and economic effects not only on those who
migrate but also on the societies that receive them. This study aims to examine the perceptions, prejudices, and
attitudes toward coexistence that the local population in Samsun holds toward Syrian refugees. The research
was conducted within the scope of a Scientific Research Project (BAP) at Samsun University, and this article
focuses solely on the qualitative data set. The study is based on in-depth interviews with 15 participants. Data
were analyzed using the descriptive analysis method and organized around five main themes. The data were
collected after 2020, and ethical approval was obtained from the Samsun University Ethics Committee
(Decision dated 16 July 2021, 15th session, No. 26). The findings indicate that a significant portion of the local
population develops distant or negative attitudes toward Syrians, primarily due to perceived economic burden,
security concerns, and cultural differences. However, some participants demonstrate more inclusive
approaches, motivated by humanitarian, moral, or religious considerations. In conclusion, the perceptions of
Syrians among the local population are strongly shaped by elements of prejudice and social distance. This
finding underscores an important point for the development of social policies and integration programs aimed
at strengthening coexistence between host communities and refugees.

Keywords: Sociology of Migration, Social Perception, Intercultural Interaction, Attitudes of the Local
Population, Qualitative Interview

Oz: 2011 yilinda Suriye’de baslayan i¢ savas, Tiirkiye’yi en yogun zorunlu go¢ hareketlerinin yasandig
iilkelerden biri haline getirmistir. Gegici koruma statiisiiyle milyonlarca Suriyelinin Tiirkiye’ye kabul
edilmesiyle birlikte, Samsun gibi Anadolu kentleri de bu gogiin 6nemli duraklarindan biri olmustur. Gog
olgusunun yalnizca go¢ edenler lizerinde degil, ayn1 zamanda go¢ edilen toplumlarda da derin sosyal, kiiltiirel
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ve ekonomik etkiler yarattig1 agiktir. Bu ¢alisma, Samsun’da yasayan yerel halkin Suriyeli go¢menlere yonelik
algilarini, 6nyargilarini ve birlikte yasamaya dair tutumlarini incelemeyi amaglamaktadir. Arastirma, Samsun
Universitesi Bilimsel Arastirma Projeleri (BAP) kapsaminda yiiriitiilmiis olup bu makalede yalnizca nitel veri
seti ele alinmistir. Calisma, 15 katilimei ile gerceklestirilen derinlemesine goriismelere dayanmaktadir. Veriler,
betimsel analiz yontemiyle ¢dziimlenmis ve bes ana tema etrafinda yapilandirilmistir. Veriler 2020 yili
sonrasinda derlenmis olup, arastirma i¢in Samsun Universitesi Etik Kurulunun 16.07.2021 tarihli, 15. oturum
ve 26 sayili karariyla etik kurul onay1 alinmistir. Bulgular, yerel halkin énemli bir boliimiiniin Suriyelilere
yonelik ekonomik yiik, giivenlik kaygist ve kiiltiirel farkliliklar temelinde mesafeli veya olumsuz tutumlar
gelistirdigini gostermektedir. Bununla birlikte, bazi katilimeilar insani, ahlaki ve dini gerekgelerle daha
kapsayici yaklagimlar sergilemektedir. Sonug olarak, Suriyelilerin yerel halk nezdindeki algilari, dnyargi ve
mesafe unsurlariyla giiclii bicimde sekillenmektedir. Bu durum, sosyal politika ve uyum programlarinin
gelistirilmesinde dikkate alinmas1 gereken dnemli bir bulgu olarak 6ne ¢ikmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Go¢ Sosyolojisi, Toplumsal Algi, Kiiltiirlerarasi Etkilesim, Yerel Halkin Tutumlari, Nitel
Goriisme
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Structured Abstract:

The civil war that began in Syria in 2011 triggered one of the largest forced migration flows of the
21st century. Turkey, hosting more than 3.5 million Syrians under temporary protection, has become the
principal destination. This influx has reshaped daily life in many cities, including Samsun—a mid-sized Black
Sea city that by 2021 hosted about 6,500 Syrians. Samsun provides a distinctive case for examining everyday
coexistence, cultural contact, and social tension.

This study investigates how Samsun’s local residents perceive the Syrian refugees in their
neighborhoods. It asks: How do members of the host community define, narrate, and evaluate the presence of
Syrians in their daily lives, and what factors shape these perceptions? The aim is to reveal locals’ thoughts,
beliefs, attitudes, and behaviors toward Syrians and to highlight how these perceptions shape integration
dynamics. The study addresses a gap in the literature by focusing on a mid-sized Anatolian city—an
understudied context compared to major metropolises or border provinces.

Theoretical Framework

The analysis draws on classical and contemporary migration theories and intergroup relations.
Ravenstein’s migration “laws” and Lee’s push—pull model explain structural migration dynamics, while Castles
and Miller’s transnationalism and Faist’s sociology of mobility highlight globalized mobility. Social distance
(Bogardus) is used to examine desired levels of closeness between hosts and refugees, and Barth’s concept of
cultural boundaries helps explain how locals draw symbolic lines between “us” and “them.”

Tajfel’s Social Identity Theory (1982) frames in-group and out-group distinctions, while Fraser’s
(1997) redistribution—recognition perspective reveals how material and identity struggles intertwine. Bauman’s
(1998) notion of the “stranger” conceptualizes refugees as ambiguous figures producing ambivalence. Finally,
Allport’s (1954) contact hypothesis underpins expectations that meaningful interaction may reduce prejudice.
This integrated framework situates Samsun’s case within migration sociology while adding nuance through a
mid-sized city lens.

Methodology

The study employs a qualitative, interpretive approach to capture the complexity of host community
perceptions. Semi-structured, in-depth interviews were conducted with 15 local residents selected through
purposive sampling to reflect diverse age, education, and socio-economic backgrounds. Fieldwork focused on
the central districts of {lkadim, Atakum, and Canik, where Syrians are most visible in daily life. Interviews
(30—60 minutes) explored personal encounters, cultural perceptions, economic competition, security concerns,
and views on permanence. Audio recordings were transcribed and thematically coded. Analysis revealed five
major themes: (1) everyday encounters and social distance; (2) cultural boundaries and moral norms; (3)
economic perceptions; (4) security and media representations; and (5) debates on permanence and citizenship.
Ethical approval was granted by the Samsun University Ethics Committee (Decision No. 26, Session 15, July
16, 2021), and informed consent was obtained from all participants.

Findings and Discussion
Ambivalence and Exclusionary Discourses

Economic competition and welfare resentment dominated local narratives. Many participants believed
Syrians “took jobs” at lower wages or received aid locals lacked. These perceptions reflect Fraser’s
redistribution—recognition dynamics, where economic concerns mask deeper struggles over respect. Cultural
differences were also central. Despite shared religion, Syrians were described as “culturally incompatible,”
with references to hygiene, family structure, and gender norms. This moralized othering reinforced strict in-
group/out-group boundaries (Tajfel) and symbolic lines (Barth). Acceptance was often conditional—locals
expected Syrians to assimilate fully. Security concerns, though widely voiced, were largely based on media
narratives rather than direct experience. Sensationalized reports and rumors fostered fear and moral panic,
casting Syrians as “dangerous strangers” (Bauman). Finally, many residents framed Syrians as temporary
“guests” who should eventually return. This guest discourse reflects a liminal view: refugees are tolerated only
under assumptions of impermanence, which hinders long-term integration.
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Inclusive Perspectives and Variation

Not all narratives were negative. Some participants emphasized humanitarian and religious values,
viewing Syrians as “brothers and sisters in faith” or fellow humans fleeing war. Personal encounters with
Syrians at work, in schools, or neighborhoods often generated empathy, supporting Allport’s hypothesis that
meaningful contact reduces prejudice. However, even positive respondents maintained some social distance.
Attitudes varied by socio-economic status, values, and exposure: higher-income or cosmopolitan individuals
tended to be more accepting, while economically vulnerable groups expressed stronger resentment.

Conclusion and Recommendations

Samsun’s case illustrates how refugee presence reshapes communities materially and symbolically.
Economic insecurities, cultural boundary-making, and media-driven fears combine to produce ambivalent
attitudes. Yet beneath dominant exclusionary discourses lie spaces of empathy and pragmatic coexistence.
Integration, therefore, must be understood as a two-sided process—shaped as much by host perceptions as by
refugee adaptation.

Policy Recommendations

Economic measures. Job creation and transparent welfare communication can reduce perceived
competition. Shared training programs for locals and refugees may foster fairness.

Intercultural contact: Joint school events, cultural workshops, and neighborhood activities can
humanize “the other.”

Media responsibility: Fact-based reporting and highlighting positive refugee contributions can counter
misinformation.

Religious and civic engagement: Community leaders can invoke shared values of compassion and
hospitality.

Further Research

Comparative studies across regions and longitudinal research could reveal how host attitudes evolve.

Including refugee perspectives would provide a fuller picture of mutual adaptation. Burada yer verilen tablolar
asagidaki drnege uygun olarak verilmelidir.

Keywords: Sociology of Migration, Social Perception, Intercultural Interaction, Attitudes of the
Local Population, Qualitative Interview
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Résumé Structuré:

La guerre civile qui a éclaté en Syrie en 2011 a déclenché 1’un des plus importants flux migratoires
forcés du XXle siécle. La Turquie, qui accueille plus de 3,5 millions de Syriens bénéficiant d’une protection
temporaire, est devenue la principale destination. Cet afflux a bouleversé la vie quotidienne dans de
nombreuses villes, notamment & Samsun, une ville de taille moyenne située au bord de la mer Noire qui, en
2021, comptait environ 6 500 Syriens. Samsun constitue un cas particulier permettant d’étudier la coexistence
au quotidien, les contacts culturels et les tensions sociales.

Cette étude examine la maniére dont les habitants de Samsun percoivent les réfugiés syriens dans leurs
quartiers. Elle pose les questions suivantes : comment les membres de la communauté d’accueil définissent-
ils, décrivent-ils et évaluent-ils la présence des Syriens dans leur vie quotidienne, et quels facteurs fagonnent
ces perceptions ? L’objectif est de mettre en lumiére les pensées, les croyances, les attitudes et les
comportements des habitants a 1’égard des Syriens, et de montrer comment ces perceptions fagonnent les
dynamiques d’intégration. L’étude comble une lacune dans la littérature en se concentrant sur une ville
anatolienne de taille moyenne — un contexte peu étudié par rapport aux grandes métropoles ou aux provinces
frontalicres.

Cadre théorique

L’analyse s’appuie sur les théories classiques et contemporaines de la migration et des relations
intergroupes. Les « lois » de la migration de Ravenstein et le modéle « push-pull » de Lee expliquent les
dynamiques structurelles de la migration, tandis que le transnationalisme de Castles et Miller et la sociologie
de la mobilité de Faist mettent en lumicre la mobilité mondialisée. La distance sociale (Bogardus) est utilisée
pour examiner les niveaux de proximité souhaités entre les populations d’accueil et les réfugiés, et le concept
de frontiéres culturelles de Barth aide a expliquer comment les habitants tracent des lignes symboliques entre
«10US » et « eux ».

La théorie de I’identité sociale de Tajfel (1982) encadre les distinctions entre groupe d’appartenance
et groupe étranger, tandis que la perspective de redistribution-reconnaissance de Fraser (1997) révéle comment
les luttes matérielles et identitaires s’entremélent. La notion d’« étranger » de Bauman (1998) conceptualise
les réfugiés comme des figures ambigués suscitant de ’ambivalence. Enfin, I’hypothése du contact d’Allport
(1954) sous-tend I’idée selon laquelle une interaction significative pourrait réduire les préjugés. Ce cadre
intégré situe le cas de Samsun dans la sociologie des migrations tout en y apportant des nuances grace a la
perspective d’une ville de taille moyenne.

Méthodologie

L’étude adopte une approche qualitative et interprétative afin de saisir la complexité des perceptions
de la communauté d’accueil. Des entretiens semi-structurés et approfondis ont été menés aupres de 15 habitants
sélectionnés par échantillonnage raisonné afin de refléter la diversité des ages, des niveaux d’éducation et des
origines socio-économiques. Le travail de terrain s’est concentré sur les quartiers centraux d’ilkadim,
d’Atakum et de Canik, ou la présence des Syriens est la plus visible dans la vie quotidienne. Les entretiens
(d’une durée de 30 a 60 minutes) ont porté sur les rencontres personnelles, les perceptions culturelles, la
concurrence économique, les préoccupations en maticre de sécurité et les points de vue sur la permanence. Les
enregistrements audio ont été transcrits et codés par théme. L’analyse a révélé cinq thémes principaux : (1) les
rencontres quotidiennes et la distance sociale ; (2) les frontiéres culturelles et les normes morales ; (3) les
perceptions économiques ; (4) la sécurité et les représentations médiatiques ; et (5) les débats sur la permanence
et la citoyenneté. L’autorisation éthique a été accordée par le Comité d’éthique de I'université de Samsun
(décision n°® 26, session 15, 16 juillet 2021), et le consentement éclairé a été obtenu auprés de tous les
participants.
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Résultats et discussion
Ambivalence et discours d’exclusion

La concurrence économique et le ressentiment lié¢ a 1’aide sociale dominaient les discours locaux. De
nombreux participants estimaient que les Syriens « prenaient les emplois » & des salaires inférieurs ou
bénéficiaient d’une aide dont les habitants locaux étaient privés. Ces perceptions reflétent la dynamique de
redistribution-reconnaissance décrite par Fraser, dans laquelle les préoccupations économiques masquent des
luttes plus profondes liées au respect. Les différences culturelles occupaient également une place centrale.
Malgré une religion commune, les Syriens étaient décrits comme « culturellement incompatibles », avec des
références a ’hygiéne, a la structure familiale et aux normes de genre. Cette « altérisation » moralisatrice a
renforcé les frontiéres strictes entre le groupe d’appartenance et le groupe extérieur (Tajfel) ainsi que les lignes
symboliques (Barth). L’acceptation était souvent conditionnelle : les habitants s’attendaient a ce que les Syriens
s’assimilent pleinement. Les préoccupations en matiére de sécurité, bien que largement exprimées, reposaient
en grande partie sur les récits médiatiques plutdt que sur une expérience directe. Les reportages
sensationnalistes et les rumeurs ont alimenté la peur et la panique morale, présentant les Syriens comme des «
étrangers dangereux » (Bauman). Enfin, de nombreux habitants considéraient les Syriens comme des « invités
» temporaires qui devaient finir par rentrer chez eux. Ce discours sur I’invité refléte une vision liminale : les
réfugiés ne sont tolérés que dans I’hypothése d’un séjour temporaire, ce qui entrave I’intégration a long terme.

Perspectives inclusives et variations

Tous les récits n’étaient pas négatifs. Certains participants ont mis ’accent sur les valeurs
humanitaires et religieuses, considérant les Syriens comme des « fréres et sceurs dans la foi » ou des étres
humains fuyant la guerre. Les rencontres personnelles avec des Syriens au travail, a 1’école ou dans les quartiers
suscitaient souvent de I’empathie, corroborant ainsi 1’hypothése d’Allport selon laquelle les contacts
significatifs réduisent les préjugés. Cependant, méme les personnes ayant exprimé des opinions positives
conservaient une certaine distance sociale. Les attitudes variaient en fonction du statut socio-économique, des
valeurs et de I’exposition : les personnes a revenus €élevés ou cosmopolites avaient tendance a se montrer plus
tolérantes, tandis que les groupes économiquement vulnérables exprimaient un ressentiment plus marqué.

Conclusion et recommandations

Le cas de Samsun illustre comment la présence de réfugiés remodéle les communautés tant sur le plan
matériel que symbolique. Les insécurités économiques, la construction de frontiéres culturelles et les craintes
alimentées par les médias se combinent pour produire des attitudes ambivalentes. Pourtant, sous les discours
d’exclusion dominants se cachent des espaces d’empathie et de coexistence pragmatique. L’intégration doit
donc étre comprise comme un processus a double sens, fagonné autant par les perceptions des populations
d’accueil que par 1’adaptation des réfugiés.

Recommandations politiques

Mesures économiques - La création d’emplois et une communication transparente sur les aides
sociales peuvent réduire le sentiment de concurrence. Des programmes de formation communs pour les
habitants locaux et les réfugiés peuvent favoriser 1’équité.

Contacts interculturels : Des événements scolaires communs, des ateliers culturels et des activités de
quartier peuvent humaniser « 1’autre ».

Responsabilité des médias - Des reportages fondés sur des faits et la mise en avant des contributions
positives des réfugiés peuvent contrer la désinformation.

Engagement religieux et civique : les responsables communautaires peuvent faire appel aux valeurs
communes de compassion et d’hospitalité.

Recherches complémentaires

Des études comparatives entre différentes régions et des recherches longitudinales pourraient révéler
comment les attitudes des populations d’accueil évoluent. L intégration du point de vue des réfugiés permettrait
d’obtenir une vision plus compléte de 1’adaptation mutuelle. Les tableaux présentés ici doivent étre fournis
conformément a I’exemple suivant.
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Mots-clés: Sociologie des migrations, perception sociale, interaction interculturelle, attitudes de la
population locale, entretien qualitatif

Resumen Estructurado:

La guerra civil que estalldo en Siria en 2011 desencadend uno de los mayores flujos migratorios
forzados del siglo XXI. Turquia, que acoge a mas de 3,5 millones de sirios bajo proteccion temporal, se ha
convertido en el principal destino. Esta afluencia ha transformado la vida cotidiana en muchas ciudades, entre
ellas Samsun, una ciudad de tamafio medio situada a orillas del Mar Negro que, en 2021, acogia a unos 6.500
sirios. Samsun constituye un caso singular para examinar la convivencia cotidiana, el contacto cultural y la
tension social.

Este estudio investiga como perciben los residentes locales de Samsun a los refugiados sirios en sus
barrios. Se plantea las siguientes preguntas: ;Como definen, narran y evaluan los miembros de la comunidad
de acogida la presencia de los sirios en su vida cotidiana, y qué factores determinan estas percepciones? El
objetivo es revelar los pensamientos, creencias, actitudes y comportamientos de la poblacion local hacia los
sirios y poner de relieve como estas percepciones configuran las dindmicas de integracion. El estudio aborda
una laguna en la literatura al centrarse en una ciudad anatolia de tamafio medio —un contexto poco estudiado
en comparacion con las grandes metropolis o las provincias fronterizas.

Marco teorico

El analisis se basa en teorias clasicas y contemporaneas sobre la migracion y las relaciones
intergrupales. Las «leyes» de la migracion de Ravenstein y el modelo de «empuje-atraccion» de Lee explican
las dinamicas estructurales de la migracion, mientras que el transnacionalismo de Castles y Miller y la
sociologia de la movilidad de Faist ponen de relieve la movilidad globalizada. La distancia social (Bogardus)
se utiliza para examinar los niveles deseados de cercania entre la poblacion de acogida y los refugiados, y el
concepto de fronteras culturales de Barth ayuda a explicar como la poblacion local traza lineas simbolicas entre
«nosotros» y «ellos».

La teoria de la identidad social de Tajfel (1982) enmarca las distinciones entre el grupo propio y el
grupo ajeno, mientras que la perspectiva de redistribucion-reconocimiento de Fraser (1997) revela como se
entrelazan las luchas materiales y las de identidad. La nocién de «extrafio» de Bauman (1998) conceptualiza a
los refugiados como figuras ambiguas que generan ambivalencia. Por ultimo, la hipdtesis del contacto de
Allport (1954) sustenta la expectativa de que una interaccion significativa pueda reducir los prejuicios. Este
marco integrado situa el caso de Samsun dentro de la sociologia de la migracion, al tiempo que afiade matices
al analizarlo desde la perspectiva de una ciudad de tamafio medio.

Metodologia

El estudio emplea un enfoque cualitativo e interpretativo para captar la complejidad de las
percepciones de la comunidad de acogida. Se realizaron entrevistas semiestructuradas en profundidad a 15
residentes locales seleccionados mediante un muestreo intencional para reflejar la diversidad de edades, niveles
educativos y contextos socioeconémicos. El trabajo de campo se centr6 en los distritos centrales de Ilkadim,
Atakum y Canik, donde la presencia de los sirios es mas visible en la vida cotidiana. Las entrevistas (de 30 a
60 minutos) exploraron los encuentros personales, las percepciones culturales, la competencia econoémica, las
preocupaciones en materia de seguridad y las opiniones sobre la permanencia. Las grabaciones de audio se
transcribieron y se codificaron temdaticamente. El anélisis reveld cinco temas principales: (1) encuentros
cotidianos y distancia social; (2) fronteras culturales y normas morales; (3) percepciones econdémicas; (4)
seguridad y representaciones en los medios de comunicacion; y (5) debates sobre la permanencia y la
ciudadania. El Comité de Etica de la Universidad de Samsun concedi6 la autorizacién ética (Decision n.° 26,
Sesion 15, 16 de julio de 2021) y se obtuvo el consentimiento informado de todos los participantes.

Resultados y discusion
Ambivalencia y discursos excluyentes

La competencia econdmica y el resentimiento por las prestaciones sociales dominaban los discursos
locales. Muchos participantes creian que los sirios «les quitaban el trabajo» a cambio de salarios mas bajos o

Turkish Studies — Economics, Finance, Politics 21(O1)



Local Perceptions of Syrian Refugees: A Sociological Analysis in the Case of... 3135

recibian ayudas de las que carecian los lugarefios. Estas percepciones reflejan la dindmica de «redistribucion-
reconocimiento» de Fraser, en la que las preocupaciones econdmicas enmascaran luchas mas profundas por el
respeto. Las diferencias culturales también ocupaban un lugar central. A pesar de compartir la misma religion,
se describia a los sirios como «culturalmente incompatibles», con referencias a la higiene, la estructura familiar
y las normas de género. Esta «otredad» moralizada reforzo las estrictas fronteras entre el grupo propio y el
grupo ajeno (Tajfel) y las lineas simbolicas (Barth). La aceptacion solia ser condicional: los lugarefios
esperaban que los sirios se asimilaran por completo. Las preocupaciones en materia de seguridad, aunque
ampliamente expresadas, se basaban en gran medida en narrativas mediaticas mas que en la experiencia directa.
Los informes sensacionalistas y los rumores fomentaron el miedo y el panico moral, presentando a los sirios
como «extrafios peligrosos» (Bauman). Por ultimo, muchos residentes consideraban a los sirios como
«invitados» temporales que, con el tiempo, deberian regresar. Este discurso de la «invitacion» refleja una vision
liminal: los refugiados solo son tolerados bajo el supuesto de su caracter temporal, lo que dificulta la integracion
a largo plazo.

Perspectivas inclusivas y variacién

No todas las narrativas eran negativas. Algunos participantes hicieron hincapié¢ en los valores
humanitarios y religiosos, considerando a los sirios como «hermanos y hermanas en la fe» o como seres
humanos que huian de la guerra. Los encuentros personales con sirios en el trabajo, en los colegios o en los
barrios solian generar empatia, lo que respalda la hipotesis de Allport de que el contacto significativo reduce
los prejuicios. Sin embargo, incluso los encuestados con actitudes positivas mantenian cierta distancia social.
Las actitudes variaban segun la situacion socioecondmica, los valores y el grado de contacto: las personas con
mayores ingresos o de mentalidad cosmopolita tendian a mostrarse mas tolerantes, mientras que los grupos
econdmicamente vulnerables expresaban un resentimiento mas intenso.

Conclusion y recomendaciones

El caso de Samsun ilustra como la presencia de refugiados transforma las comunidades tanto material
como simbodlicamente. La inseguridad econémica, la creacion de fronteras culturales y los temores alimentados
por los medios de comunicacion se combinan para generar actitudes ambivalentes. Sin embargo, bajo los
discursos excluyentes dominantes se esconden espacios de empatia y coexistencia pragmatica. La integracion,
por lo tanto, debe entenderse como un proceso bidireccional, determinado tanto por las percepciones de la
poblacion de acogida como por la adaptacion de los refugiados.

Recomendaciones politicas

Medidas econdémicas: La creacion de empleo y una comunicacion transparente sobre las prestaciones
sociales pueden reducir la percepcion de competencia. Los programas de formacion compartidos para la
poblacion local y los refugiados pueden fomentar la equidad.

Contacto intercultural: Los eventos escolares conjuntos, los talleres culturales y las actividades
vecinales pueden humanizar a «el otroy.

Responsabilidad de los medios de comunicacion. La informacion basada en hechos y el destaque de
las contribuciones positivas de los refugiados pueden contrarrestar la desinformacion.

Compromiso religioso y civico: Los lideres comunitarios pueden apelar a valores compartidos de
compasion y hospitalidad.

Investigacion adicional

Los estudios comparativos entre regiones y la investigaciéon longitudinal podrian revelar como
evolucionan las actitudes de la poblacion de acogida. La inclusion de las perspectivas de los refugiados

proporcionaria una vision mas completa de la adaptacion mutua. Las tablas que figuran aqui deben presentarse
de acuerdo con el siguiente ejemplo.

Palabras clave: Sociologia de la migracion, percepcion social, interaccion intercultural, actitudes de
la poblacidn local, entrevista cualitativa
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CrpykrypupoBanHoe Pe3lome:

I'paxxnanckas BoiiHa, HawaBmasics B Cupun B 2011 romy, BbI3Bana OJUH U3 KPYIHEHIINX ITOTOKOB
BEIHYXJeHHOW Murparmu XXI Beka. Typuus, npursaBmas Oonee 3,5 MUIUTHOHA CUPUHIICB IO BPEMEHHOU
3aIIMTOM, CTajla OCHOBHBIM ITyHKTOM Ha3Ha4eHUs. DTOT MPUTOK MUTPAHTOB M3MEHHII HIOBCEIHEBHYIO KU3Hb
BO MHOTHX I'OpoJiax, B TOM gucie B CaMCyHe — CpeHEM I10 BeTMYMHE ropoie Ha mobdepexse YEpHoro Mops,
rae x 2021 roxy npoxwuBaino okoso 6 500 cupuiinies. CaMCyH MpencTaBiseT coO00H XapaKTepPHBIH puMep s
U3y4eHHsI IOBCEJHEBHOTO COCYIIECTBOBAHUS, KyIbTYPHBIX KOHTAKTOB ¥ COLUAIEHOM HANPSKEHHOCTH.

B nmanHOM mcciieZjoBaHMM H3y4aeTcsi, Kak MecTHbIe kuteian CaMcyHa BOCIPHHHUMAIOT CHPHHCKHX
OekeHIIeB, MPOKUBAOIINX B MX pailoHax. B HEM 3a/1a10TCs ClleAyIOIKe BOIPOCH: KaK YJICHBI HPHHIMAIOIIETO
co001I1ecTBa OIIPEAEIIAIOT, OMUCHIBAIOT U OIIEHUBAIOT MPHCYTCTBHE CHPUIIIEB B CBOEH MMOBCETHEBHOM JKU3HH,
1 Kakue QakTopsl GOPMUPYIOT TH TpecTaBieHus? Llenb uccie0Banus — PacKphITh MBICTH, YOKICHHS,
OTHOIICHHUS W TOBEACHHWE MECTHBIX XHUTEJIEeH 10 OTHOUICHHWIO K CHPHHIAM, a TaKKe MOoKa3aTh, KaK 3TH
NPEACTaBICHNS BIMAIOT HAa JWHAMHUKY HWHTerpamuu. lccienoBaHwe BOCIOMHSET MpoOen B HAyIHOI
IUTepatype, yJelsds BHHMaHHE CpPeJHEMY IO pa3Mepy aHaTOIMHCKOMY rOpoJy — KOHTEKCTY, KOTOPBIH
U3y4eH HEJOCTATOUHO M0 CPAaBHEHMIO C KPYIHBIMH METaoIMcaMy UM MIPUTPAHUYHBIMU IPOBUHIUSIMH.
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TeopeTnyeckast 0CHOBa

AHanu3 onmpaercs Ha KIACCHYECKHE W COBPEMEHHBIE TEOPUH MHIPAlMU M MEXTPYIIIOBBIX
OTHOIIEHNH. «3aKOHb» MHUTpanuy PaBeHIITEHHA W MOJENb «TONKA-TATW» JIM OOBACHAIOT CTPYKTYPHYIO
JVMHAMHKY MUTPAIFH, B TO BpeMs KaK KOHIIETIUs TpaHCHannoHanu3Ma Kactisa m Muniepa U coluonorus
MoOmsHOCTH QajicTa TOAYEPKHUBAIOT TIOOATM3UPOBaHHYI0 MOOWIbHOCTE. CoIManbHas IUCTAHIIHS
(borapayc) ncmonb3yeTcs A N3yUeHHs )KeJIaeMbIX YPOBHEH OJIM30CTH MEXIy IPUHIMAIOMIEH CTOPOHOH U
OexeHIaMu, a KOHIENIHS KyJIbTypHBIX TpaHul bapTa moMmoraer oObsICHUT, KAK MECTHBIE JKHUTEJIN TPOBOIST
CHMBOJIMYECKHE TPAHHIIBI MEXKTYy «HAMM» U «HUMUY.

Teopust coumanbHoi mpeHtnuHocTH Talidens (1982) onpenenser pazauyus MEXKIy «CBOMUMH» H
«4y’KUMH», B TO BpeMs Kak IepCleKTUBa «IepepacnpeneneHus—npusHaaus» Opeitsepa (1997) nokassiBaer,
Kak MeperieTaloTcsl MaTeprualibHble U WACHTHYHOCTHBIE KOH(QIMUKTHL [loHsTHE «uyxaka» baymana (1998)
KOHLETITYyaIN3upyeT OeKEeHIEB KaKk HEeOoJHO3HauHble (Urypbl, BHI3BIBAIONIME aMOWBaleHTHOCTh. HakoHer,
runoTe3a koHTakta OnmopTta (1954) mexuT B OCHOBE OXXKHIAHWH, YTO 3HAYMMOE B3aMMOICHCTBHE MOMKET
YMEHBIINUTH MPEAB3ATOCTh. DTA HHTETPUPOBAHHAS KOHIIENTYalIbHasi OCHOBA MO3BOJISIET PACCMOTPETh CITydal
CamcyHa B KOHTEKCTE COLMOJOTHH MHIpAaIW{, OJHOBPEMEHHO NOOABISIsI HIOAHCH Onlarojapsi Mpu3My
CpPEIHETO 10 pa3Mepy ropoaa.

MeTtoaoorus

B wuccnenoBaHMM HCNONb3yeTCs Kauye€CTBEHHBIM HMHTEPIPETATUBHBIM MOAXOA A OTPaXKEHHS
CJIOKHOCTH TIPEJCTABICHUH TPHHUMAIOUIEro cooOmiecTBa. bl MpOBEIEHBl IOJIyCTPYKTypHUpPOBaHHbIC
YIIyOJICHHBIC HHTEPBBIO C 15 MECTHBIMHU KUTEIIIMHU, OTOOPAaHHBIMH METOIOM IICICHATIPABICHHOW BEIOOPKH C
LENbI0 OTPaXKEHUs] pa3HOOOpa3usi MO BO3PACTy, YPOBHIO OOpa3oBaHUs U COLUAIBLHO-DKOHOMHYECKOMY
nojyioxeHuto. IloneBble Hccnen0BaHus OBIIIM COCPENOTOUEHBI Ha IEHTPaIbHbIX paifoHax Wikanum, ATakym u
JI)kaHUK, TJIe CUPHIALIBI HANOO0JIee 3aMETHBI B TIOBCEAHEBHOM KU3HU. B X0/1¢ HHTEPBBIO (MIPOA0KUTEIBHOCTHIO
30-60 MUHYT) HCCICIOBANUCh JMYHBIC KOHTAKTHI, KYJIbTYpHBIE TIPEICTABICHHUS, JKOHOMHYCCKAS
KOHKYPCHIIMS, OIACEHUS II0 IOBOAY OE30IaCHOCTH, a TaKKe MHEHHS O TIIOCTOSHHOM IIPOKHBaHUM.
Aynuno3anucy ObuTH pacinpoBaHbl U TEMAaTUIECKU KOAUPOBAHBI. AHAJIN3 BBISBIII IIATH OCHOBHBIX TeM: (1)
MOBCEIHEBHBIC KOHTAKTHl M COLUUANBHAS AUCTAaHIWS; (2) KyIbTYpHBIC TPAHUIBI M MOpalbHBIE HOPMBL; (3)
9KOHOMHYECKHE TpeAcTaBiIeHus; (4) 6e3omacHOCTh U peactapieHns B CMU; u (5) QucKyccHu 0 TOCTOSTHHOM
MPOXKUBAHUH H TPaXkIaHCTBE. DTHUECKOE 0100peHre ObUTo nomy4eHo oT KoMuTera mo sTuke YHUBEpcUTETa
Camcyna (Pemenue Ne 26, 3acemanue Noe 15, 16 wronsa 2021 1.), 2 OT BCeX YYaCTHHKOB OBLIO IMOJyHYEHO
HHGOPMHUPOBAHHOE COTTIACHE.

Pe3yJ’leaTl)l H oﬁcymeﬂne
AMOHNBAJIEHTHOCTD H AUCKYPCHI HCKIIOYCHU A

B MecTHBIX HappaTuBax IOMUHHUPOBAIM TEMbl SKOHOMHYECKOH KOHKYPEHLMM U HEJOBOJBLCTBA B
CBSI3U C COLMANIbHBIM oOecniedyeHneM. MHOTHE YYaCTHUKHU CUUTANIHM, YTO CUPUIIIBI «3a0UPaIOT pabouue MecTay
32 MEHBILYIO 3apIUIaTy WIK MNOIYYaroT IOMOIb, KOTOPOM HE XBAaTAET MECTHBIM JKUTEJSIM. DTH NIPEACTABICHUS
OTpaXaloT TUHAMUKY «IepepacipeneieHuss—pu3HanmDy Dpelizepa, B KOTOPOH 3KOHOMUYECKUE TTPOOIEMBI
MaCKHUPYIOT OoJee TIy0OKHe KOH(IMKTEI, CBS3aHHBIC C YBaKeHHEeM. KyIbTypHBIC pa3iuuus TaKKe 3aHIMAIH
HeHTpalbHOe MecTo. HecMoTps Ha OOIIyl0 pPENUTHI0, CHPHHIEB OIMUCHIBAIA KaK «KYJIBTYpHO
HECOBMECTHUMBIX», YIIOMUHAsl TMTHEHY, CTPYKTYpY CEMbU M TEHIEpPHbIE HOPMBL. Takoe MOpaln3aTOpCKoe
«OTUYKICHHE» YKPEIUIAIIO CTPOTHE TPAHUIIBI MEKIY «CBOUMM» U «ayXuMm» (Tamkdens) nu cuMBonndeckue
pasrpaandenwst (bapt). [IpunasTHE YacTO OBUIO YCIOBHBIM — MECTHBIE JKUTEIIH OKHUAATN OT CHPUIIIEB MTOJIHOM
accnMusinni. OmaceHWss TO TOBOAY O€30IMacHOCTH, XOTS W IIMPOKO O3BYYHMBAINCh, B OCHOBHOM
OCHOBBIBAJIMCH HA MEIMIHBIX HAPPATHBAX, & HE HA HEITOCPEICTBEHHOM ombITe. CeHCAIllMOHHbBIE PETOPTAXH U
CIyXW MOANUTBHIBAIA CTPAaX U MOPAIbHYIO IIAHUKY, HPEACTaBISAs CUPUMLEB KaK «OINACHBIX YyXKaKOB»
(bayman). Haxonen, MHOTHE >KHTENIM PAacCMAaTPHBAIHM CHUPHUHIIEB KaK BPEMEHHBIX «TOCTEH», KOTOpPHIE B
KOHEYHOM HTOT€ JOJDKHBI BEPHYTbCA. DTOT JUCKYPC O TOCTAX OTpa)kaeT JTUMMHAIBHOE IMPECTaBIICHHE:
OeXEeHIIEB TEpIST TOJBKO NPH YCIOBHM MX BPEMEHHOTO NpPEOBIBaHMUS, YTO HPEISITCTBYET JOJITOCPOYHOM
UHTETPalyHu.
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Huk103uBHBIE TOUYKH 3peHHs U pa3HOoOpa3ue

He Bce HappaTuBbl ObIIM HeTaTHBHBIMH. HEKOTOpbIE YyYaCTHHKH MOJYEPKHBANIN TyMaHUTapHBIE U
pENUrHO3HbIE LIEHHOCTH, PacCMaTpHBas CHPHHIEB KaK «OpaTheB M CECTEp IO BEpe» MM COPATHHKOB,
CTacarolINXcs OT BOWHBI. JIMUHBIE BCTpedn ¢ CHpHHIaMM Ha paboTe, B IIKOJIAX WM IO COCEICTBY 4acTo
BBI3BIBATIM COYYBCTBHE, MOATBEPsKAas runoredy OImopra 0 TOM, YTO 3HAYNMBIH KOHTAKT CHIDKACT YPOBEHb
npenB3aTocTd. ORHAKO JaKe PECIIOHAEHTHI C IIOJIOKHUTENBHBIM OTHOLICHHEM COXPAHSIM HEKOTOPYIO
COLIMAIBHYI0 AMUCTaHIMIO. OTHOIIEHHE BapbUPOBAJIOCh B 3aBUCHMOCTH OT COLMATIBbHO-3KOHOMUYECKOTO
cTaTyca, IEHHOCTEeH U CTEIEeHU B3aUMOJEHCTBUSA: JIIOIU ¢ 00Jiee BEICOKUM J0XOJ0M MM KOCMOIOJIUTHYHBIE
JIMYHOCTH, KaK MMPpaBuiIo, ObLIM 00JIee TEPITUMBIL, B TO BPEMsI KaK SKOHOMUYECKH ySI3BUMBIC TPYTIIBI BEIpaXKallid
Gouiee CHIIBHOE HEJIOBOJIBCTBO.

3akiouenue u PEeKOMEHAANHA

Ipumep CaMcyHa WUIIOCTPUPYET, KaK MPUCYTCTBHE OCKEHIIEB W3MEHICT COOOIIECTBA KAk B
MaTepuaibHOM, TaK U B CHMBOJIMYECKOM IUIaHe. DKOHOMHYECKasi HEYBEPEHHOCTh, YCTAHOBJICHHE KYJIbTYPHBIX
rpaHul U cTpaxu, pazayBaembie CMU, B COBOKYIHOCTH MOPOXIAIOT aMOuBaieHTHOE oTHOIeHue. OqHaKo
MOJI AOMUHHUPYIOIIUMHE JTUCKYPCAMHU, TPU3BIBAIOIIUMHE K U30JISIIMHU, CKPBIBAIOTCS MPOCTPAHCTBA COUYBCTBHS U
MparMaTU4HOr0 COCYIeCTBOBaHMS. [109TOMY MHTErpanuio cieayeT NOHMMAaTh KaK JBYCTOPOHHHI MPOIecc,
KOTOPBIN B PaBHOW CTENEHU OMPEAEIIETCS KaK BOCIPUATHEM MPUHUMAIOIICH CTOPOHBI, TaK M ajanTaiuei
OEKEHIIEB.

Pexomengaumuu no BOIIPOCaM MOJUTUKHU

OxoHoMmuueckre Mepbl: Co3naHue paboYMX MECT W Ipo3pavyHoe HH(POPMUPOBAHHE O CHUCTEME
COLMAJIBHOTO OOECIEYEeHUs] MOTYT CHHM3HMTh OIIylIeHHe KOHKypeHIMH. COBMECTHbIE HpPOIpaMMBI
npodeccHOHANBHOI MOATOTOBKH Ul MECTHBIX JKHUTEJeH U OeXEeHIIEB MOTYT CHOCOOCTBOBATh YKPEIUICHUIO
CIIPABEIJIMBOCTH.

MC)KKyJ'ILTypHBIe KOHTaKThl. COBMECTHBIC IITKOJIbHBIC MCPOIIPHUATHS, KYJIBTYPHBIC MACTCP-KJIACChl N
MEPOIIPUATHS TIO COCCACTBY MOI'YT CII0COOCTBOBATh TyMaHU3alouu «Apyroro».

OtBerctBeHHOCTE CMMU: OcBemeHne coOBITHH, OCHOBaHHOE€ Ha (akTax, W BBIICICHUE
MIOJIOXKHUTEIHHOTO BKIIa1a OEKEHIIEB MOTYT IIPOTUBOICHCTBOBATE AC3MH()OPMAIIHH.

Penurnosnas u rpaxxJaHCKasd aKTHUBHOCTbL: JIMJACPBI COO6H.[CCTB MOTYT anejisinpoBaTbh K O6H.[I/IM
HCHHOCTAM COCTpAaJaHHA U ITOCTCHPUHNMCTBA.

JlanbHelne uccjaex10BaHMs

CpaBHUTENbHBIE UCCIICJIOBAHMSI B PAa3HBIX PETHOHAX W MPOJIOJIbHBIE UCCIEIOBAHMS MOTYT MOKa3aTh,
KaK MEHsIeTCS OTHOIIEHHE MPUHUMAIOIIETO HACeJICHHS. YUeT TOUKH 3PEHHS O€KEHIICB MO3BOJUT MOIYYUTh
Oonee MONHYIO KapTUHY B3aUMHOM ananTaruu. TabauIsl, IpuBeIeHHBIC 3/1€Ch, TOJKHBI OBITH TIPEICTABICHBI
B COOTBETCTBUHM CO CJIEAYIOIIUM PUMEPOM.

KiiloueBble ¢JIOBa: COIMOJIOTHS ~MUTPAIlUH, COIMAIBLHOE BOCIPUATHE, MEXKYJIBTYPHOE
B3aUMO/JIEICTBUE, OTHOLLIEHHE MECTHOTO HACEJIEHHUS, KaUECTBEHHOE HHTEPBbIO

Trfra 9Riw:

2011 & Hifean § L& g8 164 A 21d1 Uel & qad 98 Sa=A Y Yarel § ¥ Th HI o H
faam| qept, ot Sreurdt YRam % dgd 35 arg 9§ 3ifie ARATE Tl B 3fs 2 TET ], YOH Tidod S T
21 S 3T - $s XX H ¢ Siia- &I 191 3R fean g, o g oft 2nfird g—ai i s o
HT T AT MHR BT X § AR 2021 TP STH TIHT 6,500 TRATS AN 99 Iob A | TG &b
Tg- &I, YR YU 3R AT a-1d &1 i & o uep fafRy amerr uqd #Rar g1

g T 3 91 B1 oIid BT § b TG & G Fard oom v & Tifvarg wromfiar
Pl HY <Wd §1 T8 gl & ﬂww%wﬁ%%ﬁmmaﬁw@ﬁﬁﬁ
RUTT FHRd €, STDT U HRd & AR IUDBT i HRd ©, 3R DI Y HRS 3 YRUNS B 3THR
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& T2 SUPT I RGNt & Uf i dRtt & fERY, fayre, eRei ok FaeRt B ISR
FRAT § 3R T8 IaHT § & T YRUME UHIhR0r 1 fa=iieral o $& SATHR Sl § | T8 T Th HeaH
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"gH" 3R "I" &b I TbIAD A HY Wi 7
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gsfa
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¥ PIfST fovar | fazeivor & uie U v A S (1) ASHRI B GoHs 3R IHIieid g3 (2)
Tiepfae T &R Afde Ards; (3) e 4RO (4) TR SR Hfsar RgdiaRor; &R (5) Rida
3R ARG AT R 84 |

A 3rgHe IR fayfaemera @t Afadwar aftifa (ot T 26, ¥ 15, 16 JATS, 2021) RT
we forar o, R It ufaufirt O gfed wgafa o o1 i ot

frerd oz ==t
SAUTT 3R afgeenvor Faieh famsf

R Hurstt & onfde ufaeusf 3R weumor Yaeh ARt g1dt Bt w3 ufqunfie @1 AT an
o TS AT 3 HH I R "ip it B9 ol a1 T TeTIdl U Bt S R Al & O g 2t 3
%rr\funuﬁmvaﬁg?ﬁaw-w{? (redistribution-recognition) ﬁwﬁaﬂamﬁm&ﬁ% GIBTW@
ApR Tex st iR 3M1ffer fRamy uef sTardt 81 Gipfae Aave i te S faw 31w & ol & save,
I Tl

39 AP TT F AT-YAT B B UG 3 S7-YU/3M3e-JU Bt T dransdf @ha) 8k
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Yapilandirilmis Ozet:
Amac ve Kapsam

2011 yilinda Suriye’de baglayan i¢ savas, 21. ylizyilin en biiylik zorunlu go¢ hareketlerinden birini
tetiklemistir. Gegici koruma statiisli altinda 3,5 milyondan fazla Suriyeliye ev sahipligi yapan Tiirkiye, bu go¢
hareketinin baslica varis iilkesi haline gelmistir. S6z konusu niifus hareketliligi, Samsun dahil olmak iizere
birgok kentte giindelik yasam1 yeniden sekillendirmistir. 2021 yil1 itibartyla yaklasik 6.500 Suriyelinin yasadig:
orta 6lgekli bir Karadeniz kenti olan Samsun, giindelik birlikte yagamu, kiiltiirel temas1 ve toplumsal gerilimleri
incelemek agisindan 6zgiin bir 6rnek sunmaktadir.
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Bu calisma, Samsun’da yerel halkin mahallelerinde yasayan Suriyeli miiltecilere yonelik algilarini
incelemektedir. Arastirmanmn temel sorusu sudur: Ev sahibi toplumun iiyeleri, Suriyelilerin giindelik
yasamdaki varligmi nasil tanimlamakta, anlatmakta ve degerlendirmektedir; bu algilar1 hangi faktorler
sekillendirmektedir? Caligmanin amaci, yerel halkin Suriyelilere iliskin diisiince, inang, tutum ve davranislarini
ortaya koymak ve bu algilarin uyum siireclerini nasil etkiledigini gostermektir. Arastirma, biiyiik metropoller
ve sinir kentleriyle karsilastirildiginda daha az incelenmis bir baglam olan orta 6l¢ekli bir Anadolu kentine
odaklanarak literatiirdeki bosluga katki sunmaktadir.

Kuramsal Cerceve

Calismanin analizi, klasik ve ¢agdas go¢ kuramlari ile gruplar arasi iligkiler literatiiriine
dayanmaktadir. Ravenstein’in gd¢ yasalart ve Lee’nin itme-¢ekme modeli, gogiin yapisal dinamiklerini
aciklamak icin kullanilmigtir. Castles ve Miller’in ulusétesicilik yaklasimi ile Faist’in hareketlilik sosyolojisi
ise kiiresellesmis hareketlilik siireclerini anlamaya imkan vermektedir. Bogardus’un sosyal mesafe yaklasimi,
ev sahibi toplum ile miilteciler arasindaki arzu edilen yakinlik diizeylerini incelemek icin; Barth’in kiiltiirel
smirlar kavrami ise yerel halkin “biz” ve “onlar” arasinda sembolik ayrimlar kurma bi¢imlerini agiklamak i¢in
kullanilmistir.

Tajfel’in Sosyal Kimlik Kuramu, i¢ grup ve dis grup ayrimlarini anlamlandirirken; Fraser’in yeniden
dagitim ve tanmmma perspektifi, maddi sorunlar ile kimlik ve saygi taleplerinin nasil i¢ igce gegctigini
gostermektedir. Bauman’in “yabanci” kavrami, miiltecileri toplumsal belirsizlik ve ikircikli duygular iireten
figlirler olarak kavramsallastirmaktadir. Son olarak Allport’un temas hipotezi, anlamli ve diizenli
karsilasmalarin 6nyargilar1 azaltabilecegi varsayimina kuramsal zemin saglamaktadir. Bu biitiinlesik cergeve,
Samsun 6rnegini go¢ sosyolojisi iginde konumlandirirken orta 6lgekli kent baglaminin 6zgiil dinamiklerini de
goriiniir kilmaktadir.

Yontem

Arastirmada, ev sahibi toplumun algilarindaki karmasikligi yakalayabilmek amaciyla nitel ve
yorumlayict bir yaklasim benimsenmigtir. Farkli yas, egitim ve sosyoekonomik arka planlara sahip yerel
sakinleri temsil edecek bigimde amacgli Ornekleme yoluyla secilen 15 katilimciyla yari yapilandirilmig
derinlemesine goriismeler yapilmistir. Saha c¢alismasi, Suriyelilerin giindelik yasamda daha goriiniir oldugu
[lkadim, Atakum ve Canik merkez ilgelerine odaklanmistr.

Goriismeler 30-60 dakika arasinda stirmiis; kisisel karsilagmalar, kiiltiirel algilar, ekonomik rekabet,
giivenlik kaygilar1 ve kalicilik hakkindaki goriisler tizerinde yogunlasmustir. Ses kayitlar1 yaziya aktarilmig ve
tematik olarak kodlanmistir. Analiz sonucunda bes ana tema belirlenmistir: giindelik karsilasmalar ve sosyal
mesafe; kiiltiirel smirlar ve ahlaki normlar; ekonomik algilar; giivenlik ve medya temsilleri; kalicilik ve
vatandaslik tartismalar1. Arastirma icin Samsun Universitesi Etik Kurulundan onay almmis; tiim
katilimeilardan bilgilendirilmis onam temin edilmistir.

Bulgular ve Tartisma
ikircikli Tutumlar ve Dislayic1 Soylemler

Yerel halkin anlatilarinda ekonomik rekabet ve sosyal yardim rahatsizligi belirgin bigimde 6ne
cikmaktadir. Birgok katilimci, Suriyelilerin daha diisiik {icretlerle calisarak yerel halkin is imkanlarin
azalttigimni ya da yerel halkin erisemedigi yardimlardan faydalandigini diisiinmektedir. Bu algilar, Fraser’in
yeniden dagitim ve taninma perspektifiyle birlikte degerlendirildiginde, ekonomik kaygilarin daha derin saygi,
statli ve aidiyet miicadeleleriyle i¢ ice gectigini gdstermektedir.

Kiiltiirel farkliliklar da yerel anlatilarin merkezinde yer almaktadir. Ortak dini aidiyete ragmen
Suriyeliler, hijyen, aile yapist ve toplumsal cinsiyet normlar1 gibi alanlarda “kiiltiirel olarak uyumsuz” olarak
tanimlanmustir. Bu ahlakilestirilmis 6tekilestirme, Tajfel’in i¢ grup/dis grup ayrimlarimi ve Barth’in sembolik
sinir kurma yaklasimini desteklemektedir. Kabul ¢ogu zaman kosullu bir nitelik tasimakta; yerel halk,
Suriyelilerin biiylik 6l¢iide yerel normlara uyum saglamasini beklemektedir.

Giivenlik kaygilar1 yaygin bicimde dile getirilmekle birlikte, bu kaygilarm énemli bir kism1 dogrudan
kisisel deneyimlerden ziyade medya anlatilari, sdylentiler ve sansasyonel haberler lizerinden sekillenmektedir.
Bu durum Suriyelilerin, Bauman’in ifadesiyle, belirsizlik ve kaygi tireten “tehlikeli yabancilar” olarak
algilanmasima yol agmaktadir. Ayrica birgok katilimer Suriyelileri gegici “misafirler” olarak gérmekte ve
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nihayetinde ilkelerine donmeleri gerektigini diisiinmektedir. Bu misafirlik sdylemi, miiltecilerin ancak
gegicilik varsayimi altinda tolere edildigini gostermekte; bu da uzun vadeli uyum siireglerini zorlastirmaktadir.

Kapsayic1 Bakislar ve Alg1 Farkhiliklar

Bununla birlikte katilimer anlatilarinin tamami olumsuz degildir. Baz1 katilimcilar insani ve dini
degerleri vurgulayarak Suriyelileri savastan kacan insanlar ya da “din kardesleri” olarak degerlendirmistir.
Isyerinde, okulda ya da mahallede Suriyelilerle kurulan kisisel temaslar, bazi durumlarda empatiyi artirmistir.
Bu bulgu, Allport’un anlamli temasin dnyargilari azaltabilecegi yoniindeki temas hipotezini desteklemektedir.

Ancak olumlu tutuma sahip katilimcilarin dahi belirli 6lgiilerde sosyal mesafeyi koruduklari
goriilmektedir. Tutumlar; sosyoekonomik konum, deger diinyasi ve Suriyelilerle temas diizeyine gore
farklilasmaktadir. Daha yiiksek gelirli ya da kozmopolit egilimlere sahip bireyler daha kabul edici bir tutum
sergilerken, ekonomik bakimdan kirtlgan gruplar daha giiclii bir rekabet ve rahatsizlik sdylemi gelistirmektedir.

Sonug¢ ve Oneriler

Samsun 6rnegi, miilteci varliginin ev sahibi topluluklar1 hem maddi hem de sembolik diizeyde yeniden
sekillendirdigini gostermektedir. Ekonomik giivencesizlikler, kiiltiirel sinir insas1 ve medya kaynakli korkular
birleserek Suriyelilere yonelik ikircikli tutumlar iiretmektedir. Bununla birlikte baskin dislayict sdylemlerin
altinda empati, insani duyarlilik ve pragmatik birlikte yasama imkéanlar1 da bulunmaktadir. Bu nedenle uyum,
yalnizca miiltecilerin yerel topluma uyum saglamasiyla sinirl tek yonlii bir siire¢ olarak degil; ev sahibi
toplumun algilari, kaygilart ve temas bigimleri tarafindan da sekillenen karsilikli bir siire¢ olarak
degerlendirilmelidir.

Politika Onerileri

Ekonomik alanda, isttihdam yaratmaya ve sosyal yardimlar konusunda seffaf bilgilendirme yapmaya
yonelik politikalar, algilanan rekabeti azaltabilir. Yerel halk ile Suriyelilerin birlikte katilacagi mesleki egitim
ve beceri gelistirme programlari, adalet ve karsilikli giiven duygusunu giiglendirebilir.

Kiiltiirleraras1 temasin artirilmasi icin okullarda ortak etkinlikler, kiiltiirel atdlyeler ve mahalle
diizeyinde karsilagsma imkanlar1 olusturulmalidir. Bu tiir etkinlikler, “6teki” olarak goriilen gruplarin giindelik
ve insani yonleriyle taninmasina katki saglayabilir.

Medya alaninda, yanlis bilgileri ve soylentileri azaltacak, Suriyelilerin olumlu katkilarint goriiniir
kilacak, dogrulanmig ve sorumlu habercilik pratikleri desteklenmelidir.

Dini ve sivil aktorler de ortak merhamet, misafirperverlik ve dayanisma degerlerini vurgulayarak
toplumsal gerilimleri azaltic1 bir rol iistlenebilir.

Gelecek Arastirmalar

Farkli bolgeleri karsilagtiran ¢aligmalar ve zaman i¢inde tutum degisimlerini izleyen boylamsal
aragtirmalar, ev sahibi toplum algilarmin nasil doniistiigini daha agik bi¢imde ortaya koyabilir. Ayrica
Suriyelilerin kendi deneyimlerini ve uyum siireglerine iliskin algilarini aragtirmaya dahil etmek, karsilikli uyum
dinamiklerinin daha biitiinliiklii bigcimde anlagilmasina katki saglayacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Gog¢ Sosyolojisi, Toplumsal Algi, Kiiltiirlerarast Etkilesim, Yerel Halkin
Tutumlari, Nitel Goriigme.
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Introduction

Migration, as one of the oldest and most enduring phenomena in human history, is a
multidimensional process that shapes the living conditions of both individuals and societies. As a
shared field of inquiry across disciplines such as sociology, political science, economics,
anthropology, and geography, migration gives rise to processes of social restructuring at both the
individual and collective levels. In this respect, it produces profound effects not only on migrant
communities themselves but also on the local populations in receiving areas (Tascgi, 2018).
Particularly in the twenty-first century, studies on both forced and voluntary migration have
increasingly focused on issues of integration, social cohesion, and coexistence. While migration
research initially centered primarily on migrants’ relations with host societies and their processes of
adaptation, this one-sided approach was later criticized, and scholars emphasized the need to
incorporate local populations’ attitudes and perceptions toward migrants into the analysis as well
(Giizel, 2021, p. 157). Within this framework, migration is understood not merely as spatial mobility,
but as a multifaceted phenomenon involving cultural contact, social perception, public policy, and
broader dynamics of social transformation.!

Forced migration in the modern era, driven by war, conflict, political repression, and natural
disasters, compels individuals to leave their home countries and brings with it a wide range of social
problems in destination countries. The mass displacement triggered by the civil war that began in
Syria in 2011 led to the largest experience of mass migration in Tiirkiye’s history. As of 2021, the
number of Syrians registered under temporary protection in Tiirkiye had exceeded 3.7 million, a
substantial proportion of whom had begun living in urban areas outside camps and in close
interaction with the local population (Koyuncu, 2020, p. 101). This large-scale population movement

! Migration has been one of the most significant phenomena shaping human history and has never lost its importance or
influence in any period. For more detailed information, see: Boliikbagi, 2024; Ceyhan Akga, 2022; Demir, 2025; Gilircay
& Duran, 2024; Giiven & Giiven Kiligarslan, 2021; Kas, 2024; Tomat Y1ilmaz, 2024; Ulug, 2022; Hatalmig 2019; Kaygusuz
2021; Akbulut, 2020; At & Gilingor, 2022; Arpag & Bayartan, 2022; Aygiil & Kaba, 2019; Cebeci, 2020; Ceylan, 2021;
Demirtas-Milz, 2020; Erdogan & Polat, 2020; Eken & Gezmen, 2019; Giinal, 2019; Giingér, 2020; imamoglu & Imamoglu,
2019; Kiigiik & Karaca, 2022; Kuloglu, 2020; Mengii & Yaman, 2021; Oguz, 2019; Ozdemir & Turan, 2019; Oztiirk, 2020;
Pakoz Tiirkeli, 2021; Sagir & Yilmaz, 2021; Yildiz & Sertoglu, 2019; Ozer Aytekin & Sénmez Ektem, 2019; Giin et al.,
2019; Tiirker & Gogmenler, 2020; Durhat & Okten, 2023; Ozcellik & Eraslan, 2023; Tomat Y1lmaz, 2023; Aydn, 2011;
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has profoundly affected not only the demographic structure of the country but also public services,
social cohesion policies, and local people’s perceptions of migrants. According to data from the
Presidency of Migration Management of the Ministry of Interior, as of 1 May 2025, the number of
Syrians registered under temporary protection in Tiirkiye was announced as 2,758,039. Although
voluntary return movements have emerged in recent years, Tiirkiye still hosts a considerable migrant
population. This demonstrates that the long-term social, economic, and cultural effects of migration
remain highly significant in the Turkish context. It is well known that large-scale migration
movements generate major sociodemographic changes in both sending and receiving
regions/countries. Indeed, these changes may be so consequential that they can either contribute to
the construction of a country or lay the groundwork for its decline. While sending countries face a
range of material and non-material challenges, such as the loss of production-based income and tax
revenue, the outflow of skilled labor, and the erosion of hope for the future, receiving countries
undergo significant social, cultural, economic, and political transformations. Since the late nineteenth
century, various theoretical approaches have been developed to explain migration movements and
their effects on societies. Early migration theories focused on identifying the general laws and
regularities of migration, whereas later approaches increasingly emphasized migrants’ decision-
making processes and the push-pull factors shaping them. Over time, this theoretical framework
evolved beyond models that explained migration solely in economic terms and moved toward more
holistic analyses that addressed migration as a social, cultural, and psychological experience
(Abadan-Unat, Castles and Miller, Faist). In this sense, the multidimensional nature of migration
necessitates comprehensive sociological analyses of both sending and receiving societies today
(Giizel, 2021, p. 156).

One of the key distinctions in contemporary migration debates is the need to clarify the
concepts of migrant and refugee. Migrants are generally understood as individuals who move
voluntarily, often for reasons related to economic improvement, whereas refugees and asylum
seekers are those who are forced to relocate because of life-threatening conditions in their places of
origin (Adigiizel, 2016). In Tiirkiye, individuals arriving after the Syrian crisis have been evaluated
under the status of “temporary protection” within the framework of Law No. 6458 on Foreigners and
International Protection, enacted in 2014, and this status determines their access to social rights
(Directorate General of Migration Management, 2022).

Migration and refugeedom signify not only the physical movement of individuals from one
place to another, but also a sociological transition in which social identities are renegotiated and
concepts such as otherness, locality, citizenship, and social belonging are reproduced (Oral &
Cetinkaya, 2017). In this regard, Syrians in Tiirkiye face various challenges both in accessing public
services and in gaining social acceptance. In particular, the forms of everyday contact experienced
in large cities play a critical role in shaping local perceptions.

From the perspective of urban sociology, cities are not merely spaces where migrants settle;
they are also arenas in which migrants and local populations encounter one another, experience
conflict, and negotiate forms of accommodation. Spatial concentration brings not only physical
proximity but also social tension, making it necessary to examine issues such as social cohesion,
cultural tolerance, and perceptions of security at the local level. Medium-sized cities such as Samsun
function as local laboratories in which the effects of migration can be observed more directly.

The choice of Samsun in this study is grounded not simply in the fact that it is a medium-
sized city or that it has been relatively understudied in the literature. Rather, Samsun offers a
distinctive sociological context that makes it possible to observe the migration experience in Tiirkiye
not under “exceptional” conditions, as in border cities or metropolises, but within the routines of
everyday life. The fact that Syrian asylum seekers in the city largely live outside camps, in dispersed
settings, and in close coexistence with the local population creates a social field in which host-refugee
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relations are shaped at the micro level through everyday encounters. This makes it possible to
examine how perceptions are produced not merely in moments of crisis but through ongoing
practices of contact. Moreover, the strong sense of locality characteristic of Black Sea cities, their
relatively homogeneous social structure, and the salience of discourses of belonging provide a fertile
ground for analyzing how the “other” is defined and how boundaries are constructed through socio-
cultural dynamics. In this respect, the case of Samsun is intended to complement a migration
literature in Tiirkiye that has largely focused on metropolitan centers and border provinces, and to
offer an original and comparative contribution to understanding how local perceptions are
constructed in medium-sized cities.

This study analyzes host society—refugee relations primarily through the axes of social
identity and recognition. Local people’s perceptions of Syrian asylum seekers are shaped not only
by concerns over economic competition or security, but also by normative judgments regarding who
is seen as legitimate, acceptable, and as “one of us.” In this context, recognition is treated not merely
as a process confined to legal status or formal citizenship, but as a multilayered social mechanism
operating through everyday encounters, moral judgments, and symbolic boundaries. The literature
on citizenship and moral boundaries is used here as a set of complementary analytical tools that
makes it possible to understand how processes of recognition are delimited at both institutional and
everyday levels.

This study aims to understand the perceptions of the local population living in the city of
Samsun toward Syrian asylum seekers through the forms of contact established in everyday life. It
examines the mental, cultural, and social frameworks within which local people’s relations with
Syrians are shaped, and explores how these perceptions are produced in relation to security, the
economy, cultural proximity/distance, and experiences of coexistence. In doing so, the study places
at its center the perspective of the “host society,” which has long been neglected in migration
literature, and seeks to provide a qualitative analysis of how social perceptions are constructed at the
local level through the case of a medium-sized city.

Method

This study employed a qualitative research design in order to develop an in-depth
understanding of the complex and multidimensional nature of migration. A qualitative approach was
preferred because it enables the analysis of individuals’ meanings, interpretations, and interactions
regarding the social phenomena they experience. On the one hand, qualitative research allows the
researcher to obtain in-depth knowledge about a particular issue; on the other, it makes it possible to
understand from within how interviewees interpret and make sense of the context in which they are
situated (Neuman, 2014, pp. 240-241). The study was designed within the framework of the
interpretive paradigm, grounded in understanding and interpretation, and aimed to analyze
individuals’ everyday experiences through their own meaning systems. This approach is particularly
useful for revealing how social reality is constructed at the local level and within what kinds of
meaning frameworks it takes shape.

Samsun, one of the socio-culturally dynamic cities of Tiirkiye’s Black Sea region, has
become one of the centers hosting a notable Syrian population as a result of the forced migration
movements that intensified after the outbreak of the Syrian civil war in 2011. Although the number
of registered Syrians in the city reached 6,510 as of 2021, which represents a relatively low
proportion when considered in relation to Samsun’s total population, the concentration of this
population in certain areas of the city and their continuous interaction with the local population
through everyday life practices intensify the nature of intercultural contact. In particular, the central
districts of ilkadim, Atakum, and Canik are among the areas where migrants are more concentrated,
and this situation increases direct social interaction between the local population and Syrian asylum
seekers under temporary protection. Accordingly, this study seeks to reveal, through a qualitative
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and multidimensional approach, the thoughts, beliefs, prejudices, attitudes, and behaviors of local
residents living in the districts of Ilkadim, Atakum, and Canik in Samsun toward Syrian refugees.

The main subject of the research is the multidimensional examination of the local
population’s perspectives on Syrian asylum seekers in Samsun. Within this framework, the general
aim of the study is to understand and analyze local perceptions of Syrians, the main factors shaping
these perceptions, and the practices of intercultural interaction. This overarching aim is further
specified through several sub-objectives: identifying the prejudices, stereotypes, and perceived
problem areas held by the local population toward Syrians; describing, from the perspective of local
residents, issues such as adaptation, socialization, the economy, security, and cultural conflict that
emerge in everyday life; and, in light of the qualitative findings, developing recommendations that
may enhance public awareness regarding coexistence and contribute to social policy processes. In
this sense, the research problem is based on questions concerning how Syrian asylum seekers are
positioned in the minds of the people of Samsun, with which socio-cultural dynamics they are
associated, and how these perceptions affect processes of social cohesion. Everyday encounters
between migrants and local residents, forms of spatial sharing, perceptions of economic competition,
cultural differences, and security concerns constitute the problem field of the study. This research
presents a qualitative effort to understand the local reactions that emerged in the aftermath of mass
migration, to analyze the forms through which refugees are accepted within Turkish society, and to
make visible the points of tension embedded in local perceptions. It also aims to contribute to the
sociology of migration literature through the case of a relatively understudied city such as Samsun.

The principal aim of this research is to analyze, from a qualitative perspective, the
perceptions of the local population in Samsun toward Syrian asylum seekers and the socio-cultural
dynamics shaping these perceptions. In this respect, the study addresses local people’s prejudices,
stereotypes, and perceptions of problems concerning Syrians through themes such as adaptation,
intercultural interaction, economic competition, and security in everyday life. The core problematic
of the research is based on questions of how Syrian asylum seekers are positioned in the minds of
the people of Samsun, through which social experiences and spatial encounters these positionings
are produced, and how such perceptions affect processes of social cohesion. In this context, the study
aims to make visible the locally emerging reactions following mass migration, to analyze the points
of tension in host-refugee relations within everyday life, and, on the basis of its findings, to contribute
to social policy discussions that support coexistence.

The population of the study consists of the local residents living in the province of Samsun.
The sample was determined through maximum variation sampling, one of the purposive sampling
techniques. This technique aims to achieve a multidimensional understanding of a particular social
phenomenon by including individuals who approach that phenomenon from different perspectives.
In this context, demographic and sociological variables such as age, gender, educational level,
occupation, and physical proximity to Syrians were taken into account, and interviews were
conducted in Samsun’s three central districts: Atakum, {lkadim, and Canik. Participants were
selected from among residents living in neighborhoods where Syrian migrants are more visibly
present in everyday life. Conducting interviews particularly in places where Syrian asylum seekers
were more visible made it possible to observe the effects of physical contact and spatial encounters
more directly.

In total, in-depth interviews were conducted with 15 participants. The number of participants
was determined in accordance with the principle of theoretical saturation, which is frequently
employed in qualitative research. As the interviews progressed, it was observed that narratives
concerning perceptions of security, economic competition, cultural distance, and forms of everyday
contact began to recur, and that no new conceptual themes were emerging. Additional interviews
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conducted after this point deepened the existing themes but did not generate any new analytical
categories. For this reason, the fieldwork process was limited to 15 participants.

Participants were selected from among the local population in Samsun in a way that would
reflect different sociodemographic characteristics. The interviewees included both women and men,
individuals from different occupational groups (such as private sector employees, tradespeople,
unemployed persons, and retirees), and people with different income levels. This diversity was
intended to demonstrate that perceptions toward Syrian asylum seekers are not derived from a single
social position, but rather have a multilayered structure shaped by different experiences and living
conditions. In the study, these variables were treated not as independent comparative categories, but
as contextual analytical background elements that help explain the formation of perceptions.

As a data collection technique, the study adopted semi-structured in-depth interviews. In-
depth interviews allow participants to articulate their everyday experiences in their own narratives
and to express the meanings they attribute to those experiences. This method is effective in revealing
how social reality is constructed at the local level and within which meaning worlds it takes shape
(Kumar, 2011; Punch, 2005). The interview form was prepared on the basis of the conceptual
framework of the study and organized in a flexible manner. This flexibility made it possible to
reshape the questions during the interview process in accordance with participants’ narratives. In-
depth interviews lasting approximately 45 to 60 minutes were conducted with each participant.
Ethical consent was obtained from all participants; the interviews were audio-recorded and
subsequently transcribed by the researcher. Participants’ identities were kept confidential, and full
compliance with ethical principles was ensured. All data were anonymized, and no identifiable
personal information was included in the study.

The qualitative data obtained in the research were analyzed by means of content analysis
within the framework of the interpretive paradigm grounded in understanding and interpretation.
Rather than relying on a classification based on predetermined themes, the analysis was conducted
through a data-sensitive and inductive approach. In the first stage, the interview recordings were
transcribed verbatim, and the texts were read repeatedly in order to identify recurring patterns of
meaning in participants’ statements. During this stage, open coding was carried out; expressions
reflecting participants’ perceptions of Syrian asylum seekers were coded according to content areas
such as security, economy, cultural contact, everyday encounters, belonging, and social distance. In
the second stage, codes containing similar meanings were brought together to form subthemes, and
these subthemes were then reorganized under broader thematic frameworks capable of explaining
local perceptions at a higher analytical level. In the process of theme construction, not only the
frequency of codes but also the contextual emphasis and forms of justification in participants’
narratives were taken into consideration. The final themes were associated with the main problem
areas of the research in a way that preserved the integrity of participants’ discourses, and each theme
was interpreted with support from direct quotations. In this way, the distinction between researcher
interpretation and participant narrative was maintained, and care was taken to ensure that the themes
functioned as analytical structures derived from the data. The analytical process was concluded once
theoretical saturation was reached, that is, when data obtained from new interviews began to repeat
existing codes and themes.

The data obtained within the scope of the study were analyzed through the interpretive
paradigm and content analysis, while the presentation of findings drew on the technique of
descriptive analysis in accordance with the qualitative research tradition. In this approach, the
contextual specificity of the data was preserved by including participants’ statements directly. As
Kiimbetoglu (2022, p. 154) notes, descriptive analysis involves a definitional interpretation of
interviewees’ expressions through the language, symbols, and metaphors they use. Accordingly, the
data were grouped around common themes, certain categories were established, and analyses were
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conducted in a manner consistent with the nature of qualitative research. Adhering to the principle
of reflexivity, the researcher remained aware of his own subjectivity and took care to evaluate the
data independently of personal biases. In order to enhance internal validity, direct quotations from
participants were frequently incorporated into the presentation of findings. The findings were
structured around five main themes: contact and social distance in everyday life; cultural boundaries
and adaptation; economic perceptions and competition over resources; security and media; and
permanence and citizenship. As emphasized by Simsek and Yildirim (2005), within this method the
data were systematically classified and interpreted in light of the conceptual framework and research
questions.

This study is based on data derived from a research project conducted within the scope of
Samsun University’s Scientific Research Projects (BAP). Ethical approval for the project was
granted by the Ethics Committee of Samsun University with decision no. 26, adopted at its 15th
session on 16 July 2021.

Findings and Discussion

In recent years, Samsun has become one of the Black Sea cities in which a considerable
number of temporary asylum seekers from Syria have settled. This development has had a direct
impact on the city’s social fabric, everyday life practices, and collective perceptions. The increase in
the migrant population has transformed not only the demographic structure but also economic
relations within the city, forms of cultural interaction, and the use of public space. In this context,
the forms of everyday contact between migrants and the local population, the level of social distance,
and the practices of mutual adaptation are of critical importance for understanding the city’s new
sociological dynamics. The field interviews conducted in this study provide valuable data for
analyzing how the people of Samsun perceive Syrian temporary asylum seekers and for revealing
how these perceptions are shaped through social interaction, social distance, cultural adaptation, and
expectations regarding the future. Participants’ statements offer important insights both into the
meanings that local residents attribute to the phenomenon of migration and into how the mutual
boundaries of coexistence are constructed. The demographic profile of the participants interviewed
within the scope of the study is presented in the table below.

Table 1. Participant Profile

Participant Code Age Gender  Marial Statiis Education

K1 28 E Single Bachelor’s Degree
K2 38 K Married Associate Degree
K3 50 E Married Primary School
K4 43 K Single High School

K5 61 K Married High School

K6 66 E Married Bachelor’s Degree
K7 49 K Married High School

K8 20 K Single High School

K9 24 E Single Bachelor’s Degree
K10 23 K Single Bachelor’s Degree
K11 34 E Single Bachelor’s Degree
K12 32 K Single High School

K13 24 E Single Associate Degree
K14 44 E Married High School

K15 53 E Married High School

Theme 1: Contact in Everyday Life and Social Distance
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This theme aims to analyze both the physical and symbolic encounters between the local
population and Syrian migrants, and to examine how these encounters are shaped along the axes of
social distance, cultural boundaries, and visibility-tension. Encounters in everyday life are not limited
merely to spatial intersections; rather, they are also shaped by how individuals define and position
the “other.”

Category 1: The Nature of Contact in Public Space

Nearly all of the interview participants stated that they frequently encounter Syrians in
various public spaces, such as marketplaces, public transportation, parks, and shopping centers.
However, these encounters are largely based on mere physical co-presence and remain far from
fostering social integration or meaningful interaction. The following statement by one of the
participants clearly summarizes this situation:

At the market, on the bus, at school... we encounter them in many places, but there is no
communication. Most of the time, not even a simple greeting. Everyone keeps to
themselves” (K2, Associate Degree, 38).

This statement demonstrates that, despite the presence of contact, no emotional or social
closeness is established. Although individuals occupy the same public space physically, they
consciously ignore one another, remain unacquainted, and avoid forming social ties. Another
participant noted that this distance, in a sense, merges with exclusion:

They always stick together among themselves. They do not mix with us. Seeing them on
the streets and avenues makes me extremely uncomfortable. I am disturbed by their
behavior, the way they address people, their manner, and their attitudes. Besides, I do not
like Arab society at all. I suppose that also plays a role (K6, Bachelor’s Degree, 66).

The distinction drawn here between “us” and “them” reveals not only a boundary of
belonging, but also how everyday practices become polarized. Although the concentration of Syrians
in the central districts of Samsun increases direct social interaction with the local population, it
simultaneously gives rise to a form of spatial segregation. Syrians generally tend to reside in lower-
income neighborhoods where rents are more affordable, and within these areas they establish dense
networks of solidarity and mutual support among themselves. While this may function as a “tactic”
for coping with post-migration estrangement and sustaining their own cultural practices, it also leads
local residents to avoid the neighborhoods inhabited by Syrians and the public spaces they frequently
use, thereby producing a form of urban separation.

The increasing visibility of the Syrian population in public space has, at times, generated
discomfort among local residents and a sense that social peace has been disrupted. This indicates that
migration is not merely a political issue, but also a sociological one that permeates everyday life.
One participant expressed this as follows:

Yes, they are everywhere. No matter where we turn, they are already around; it is almost
impossible not to come across them. Most of the people you see are them. I see them
more than I see my own people, and I am uncomfortable with the fact that they keep
having children (K7, High School, 49).

Such judgments reveal how, in the minds of local residents, the stranger is positioned as an
“ordinary suspect” carrying the potential to disrupt social order.

By contrast, some participants evaluated Syrian asylum seekers from a more neutral or
positive perspective within the ordinary flow of everyday life. One participant articulated this view
as follows:

Overall, I do not see any serious wrongdoing. Once or twice I came across some fights
while passing by on the road, but I think exceptions do not invalidate the rule. My next-
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door neighbor is Syrian; we get along well and have friendly conversations. From what I
have seen, they are good people. I happened to witness a couple of fights involving some
young people once or twice. But apart from that, I do not think Syrians are a problem for
Samsun (K11, Bachelor’s Degree, 36).

These statements indicate that perceptions in the city are not one-dimensional and that
personal experiences significantly shape people’s viewpoints.

Category 2: The Ambivalent Nature of Contact Established Through Children

Another important dimension of contact is the relationships established through children,
particularly within educational institutions. Participants noted either that their own children, who
share classrooms with Syrian children, are affected by this situation, or that contact among children
occurs more easily and with fewer prejudices than it does among adults. One participant expressed
this view as follows:

I do not think there is a problem. As long as the education they receive is in Turkish—
although, of course, they do not necessarily have to receive it only in Turkish. Naturally,
everyone has rights and freedoms, but if they are asylum seekers, they should live
according to the rules of my country. If I had a child, whether I would want them to attend
the same school or not... I cannot really say that I would not want it (K3, Primary School,
50).

Some participants offered more positive evaluations regarding children’s ability to make
friends, stating the following:

Of course I would prefer it. Because we are all servants of God. We should not look down
on anyone. No matter what race a person belongs to, what matters is whether they are a
good person or a bad person. Just because these people were accepted here, and because
there are a few bad apples among them—excuse me, perverts or rapists—if we attribute
this to all Syrians just because 5 or 10 percent of them are rotten, then we would both be
committing a sin and causing injustice to these people (K11, Bachelor’s Degree, 34).

This observation supports the potential of Allport’s (1954) contact hypothesis. Research has
shown that intergroup contact can be effective in reducing prejudice and fostering more positive
attitudes. The contact hypothesis and intergroup contact theory suggest that direct and meaningful
contact between members of different groups can play a significant role in improving intergroup
relations. Participants generally appeared to adopt more egalitarian attitudes and discourses when the
education of children was concerned. It can be argued that contact occurring between individuals of
equal status, oriented toward common goals, and supported institutionally may be more effective in
breaking down prejudice and improving relations between groups. Since children tend to have fewer
entrenched prejudices than adults, they provide a more favorable ground for the emergence of such
positive interactions.

At the same time, however, some participants expressed deep concern that contact
established through children might lead to the erosion of their own cultural and social boundaries:

If my children and Syrian children attend the same school, it would corrupt my children’s
moral values (K6, Bachelor’s Degree, 66).

This more cautious and distant statement clearly reveals such anxiety. It suggests that contact
is perceived, on the one hand, as a risk of “contamination,” a form of cultural “pollution,” and that
social distance is closely linked to an understanding of cultural homogeneity. Therefore, contact
established through children carries a tense and ambivalent character, oscillating between the
potential for rapprochement and the effort to preserve and reproduce existing boundaries.
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Category 3: Visibility, Uncertainty, and the Perception of the “Liquid Stranger”

Some participants emphasized that Syrians’ physical presence in the city is “excessively
visible.” This visibility implies not only numerical prevalence but also a psychosocial presence a
kind of “disruptive effect” on established order and everyday routines. The following statement from
one participant illustrates this clearly:

Yes. I come across them very often. I have one Syrian neighbor. They are very crowded.
I do not even know who is who. I just keep seeing them all the time. We do not even
exchange greetings (K1, Bachelor’s Degree, 28).

Such descriptions indicate that Syrians are perceived as belonging neither fully to local
society nor entirely to the category of an external and clearly definable “other.” Rather, they are held
in an intermediate position, suspended in an ambiguous and provisional status. This condition of “in-
betweenness” creates, on the one hand, a sense of uncertainty in terms of identity and belonging for
Syrians themselves, and, on the other hand, a source of social and cultural unpredictability for the
local population. Another participant’s remarks reveal this sense of being “near yet distant,” and the
tension it produces, quite explicitly:

There are many of them in our building. They do not sleep at night; they stay up talking
and making noise until morning. But during the day they disappear. That is the kind of
problem we have with them. If we see each other at the entrance, we can exchange
greetings, but beyond that we have no dialogue. There is always a distance between us
(K13, Associate Degree, 24).

This situation is consistent with Bauman’s notion of the “liquid stranger” in the modern city.
The stranger is “physically close but mentally distant” (Bauman, 1998, p. 188), generating a constant
sense of uncertainty in urban life; such a figure is perceived as “neither friend nor enemy, or perhaps
both” (Bauman, 2003, p. 77). For this reason, people live side by side by disregarding the stranger
through what Goffman calls the practice of civil inattention (Bauman, 2004, p. 79). Yet these
practices also marginalize the stranger. As Mansson argues (as cited in Baser & Hiiliir, 2015, p. 400),
the stranger comes to occupy the position of a socially excluded category. The perception of Syrians
in urban space as “visible yet foreign” can be understood as a contemporary manifestation of this
dynamic: they are others with whom one is in constant contact but whom one cannot internalize, and
thus they become a source of social tension and distance.

Category 4: The Construction of the “Us—Them” Discourse in Everyday Language

The nature of contact in public space also reveals how ethnic boundaries are drawn and
maintained. One participant stated:

It affects me negatively. Seeing them on the streets and avenues makes me extremely
uncomfortable. Especially on the main roads, at traffic lights, we constantly come across
Syrians. This affects me negatively. I am disturbed by their behavior, the way they address
people, their manner, and their attitudes. Besides, I do not like Arab society at all (K6,
Bachelor’s Degree, 66).

This statement shows that distance may combine not merely with passive indifference, but
with an active mechanism of exclusion. The sharp distinction between “us” and “them” appears quite
clearly here. Participants’ statements that Syrians “keep to themselves” and “do not mix with the
local people” suggest that these boundaries are maintained by both Syrians and the local population,
albeit for different reasons. This strikingly demonstrates not only how feelings of belonging are
polarized along ethnic and cultural lines, but also how everyday practices and social networks
themselves become structured through such divisions and forms of estrangement. Participants
expressed their views on this issue as follows:
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They are very different. Their way of living, their way of speaking everything about them
is different. They are not like us (K5, High School, 61).

Yes, they are everywhere. No matter where we turn, they are already around; it is
impossible not to come across them. Most of the people you see are them. I see them
more than I see my own people, and I am uncomfortable with the fact that they keep
having children (K7, High School, 49).

I come across far too many Syrians. This affects me negatively. Because their lifestyle is
very different from ours, and they contribute nothing to our country. They take away more
than they bring (K14, High School, 44).

One of the most critical dimensions of contact concerns the perception of cultural
differences. Although participants acknowledged a superficial similarity with Syrians on the basis of
religion or certain traditional values, deeper perceived differences in moral norms often became
grounds for exclusion. Statements such as “Their moral understanding is different, so I do not want
them to have contact with my children” and “Their clothing and hygiene habits are very different
from ours” show how cultural differences are perceived as a form of “moral threat” or as disruptive
to social order. This dynamic can lead local residents to describe themselves as “respectable,
civilized, clean, and polite,” while stigmatizing Syrians as “rude” and “dirty.” The following
statements support this perception:

They live in very large families. From the outside they look dirty. I am speaking with
reference to my own apartment building, of course, and I mean them specifically. They
are very crowded, they are dirty, and there are constantly unpleasant smells. From the
food they cook to the clothes they wear, I think their understanding of cleanliness is
completely different from ours, even if we share the same religion (K1, Bachelor’s
Degree, 28).

I even hate eating in the same restaurant with them. They are dirty. They make me feel
sick. Everyone feels sick. And I glare at them, and they glare back at me (K7, High
School, 49).

There is, first, a moral difference. Second, a difference in the way of conversation. Third,
I am disturbed that in my own homeland they live so comfortably in such a parasitic way
(K15, High School, 53).

Another major problem that hinders communication between the local population and
Syrians especially, according to participants, Syrian women is their lack of Turkish language
proficiency:

I am disturbed that even people who have lived in Samsun for six or seven years still
speak Arabic (K15, High School, 53).

The language barrier limits communication between local residents and Syrians and causes
social relationships to remain superficial. In Samsun, points of contact such as public spaces,
educational institutions, and interactions through children tend to produce social distance rather than
integration. Although the local population sees Syrians as part of everyday life, they are still kept
outside the circle of belonging. Perceptions of cultural difference and moral norms reinforce the
distinction between “us” and “them,” while some participants elevate their own sense of patriotism
by portraying Syrians as people who “did not defend their homeland” or even as “traitors.” In line
with Tajfel’s (1982) social identity theory, this process generates oppositional identities and creates
fertile ground for the spread of negative stereotypes. In addition, media representations reinforce
negative images and strengthen perceptions of Syrians as inherently suspect or blameworthy.
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Theme 2: Cultural Proximity, Social Morality, and the Boundaries of Adaptation

This theme demonstrates that, beyond superficial similarities, differences in social norms,
values, and ways of life complicate integration processes and reinforce the distinction between “us”
and “them.”

Category 1: “We Share the Same Religion, But...”

The findings of this study indicate that although the local population acknowledges the
possibility of establishing a sense of closeness with Syrians on the basis of religion or traditional
values, this proximity generally remains superficial, while clear boundaries are drawn in socio-
cultural practices. Participants perceived significant differences even when they recognized a shared
religious affiliation, particularly with regard to Syrians’ lifestyle, understanding of cleanliness,
clothing, behavior, and especially gender relations.

Although some participants accepted that a degree of closeness could be established through
cultural or religious similarities, this proximity largely remained superficial, and clear boundaries
continued to be drawn in socio-cultural practices. Some participants expressed this as follows:

Our religion is the same, that is true, but their way of life is very different. That does not
make us feel close to them (K8, High School, 20).

They belong to the same religion as we do, but it is as if they come from a completely
different world. Living together is very difficult (K13, Associate Degree, 24).

Here, the emphasis on cultural “proximity” incorporates, on the one hand, a discourse of
brotherhood, while on the other hand drawing attention to the difficulties of cultural contact.

Category 2: Exclusion Through Moral Norms

A large proportion of participants tended to associate Syrian migrants with behaviors
perceived as contrary to moral norms. This tendency reflects not only a perception of cultural
difference, but also a disposition to establish a form of moral superiority.

In many places, I see that they do not follow moral rules. They make noise in the
apartment building, and relations between men and women are very relaxed (K3, Primary
School, 50).

Such statements reflect a desire to draw a moral boundary between “the values of our
society” and “their way of life.” As Durkheim (2019) also argued in his theory of social integration,
shared moral values are the bonds that preserve the structure of society; those who fall outside these
values create anomie.

Another participant offered an even more radical interpretation:

They do not know decency and modesty the way we do. The way men and women sit
together and behave on the bus or in the park is different. That makes me uncomfortable
(K6, Bachelor’s Degree, 66).

In this discourse, the violation of moral boundaries is framed directly as a source of social
discomfort and becomes a justification for exclusion.

Category 3: The Boundaries of Adaptation: “If They Become Like Us...”

Some participants stated that adaptation with Syrians would only be possible if they “adapted
to our way of life.” This view points to an approach that sees assimilation as a precondition of
integration.

One participant articulated this position as follows:
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If they try to adapt to us and follow the rules, then there will be no problem. But if they
continue to live according to their own ways, then this is not possible (K11, Bachelor’s
Degree, 34).

The concept of adaptation is often used here to mean the migrant’s full incorporation into the
local culture, and in this respect it corresponds to assimilation in Berry’s framework of acculturation
strategies. Yet acculturation research considers not only whether migrants maintain their own culture,
but also the extent of their interaction with the host society (Berry, 1997, 2001; Sam, 2006). Research
shows that in this process migrants are often more strongly affected by the host society than vice
versa (Berry, 2001; Flaskerud, 2007). Berry’s two-dimensional acculturation model includes not only
assimilation, but also integration, separation, and marginalization as possible strategies. For this
reason, reducing adaptation solely to “assimilation” ignores the reciprocal dimension of acculturation
and turns the process into a one-sided relationship of pressure and tension.

Another participant offered a more pessimistic view regarding the possibility of adaptation:

Even if our lifestyles may seem similar in some ways, they are never truly close. Our
cultures are different. I do not think they will ever adapt in any way. A person who comes
to a place should adapt to where they go. But on the contrary, they are trying to continue
their own life here. There is shouting, yelling, violence, and destruction. Unfortunately, I
can say that we see the same things here as well (K3, Primary School, 50).

Such statements create a static image of the other by overlooking the fact that social change
and integration are processes that develop over time.

No, definitely not. I think there are far too many differences... I believe they would be
able to live more comfortably in their own country, within their own culture (K1,
Bachelor’s Degree, 28).

By arguing that migrants would live more comfortably in their own country, the participant
assumes that cultural similarity is the primary basis of adaptation and social peace. This perspective
pushes into the background the possibilities offered by multiculturalism in host societies and reflects
a viewpoint that legitimizes cultural separation.

Another participant stated:

Even if it seems as though there has always been some kind of closeness from the past,
to me they are not close at all. Apart from religion, I think there are huge differences.
Family culture, social structure, and so on. I do not know, but I do not think they have
any cultural structure that fits with us. I see differences between the way their children
are raised and the way ours are raised. The way their parents raise their children excuse
me for saying this is like raising animal puppies on the street, which is not pleasant to
say. Unfortunately, they have no values at all. For example, women and girls have no
value at all (K3, Primary School, 50).

This view reveals both perceptions of cultural difference and prejudices constructed around
values. This may be explained by the fact that Syrian asylum seekers attempt to continue in Tiirkiye
the habitus they had formed in their own country the values and practices they carry with them and
that this effort is negatively perceived by the local population.

In conclusion, although cultural proximity appears on the surface to create a sense of shared
belonging, deep boundaries are drawn through social practices and moral norms. The great majority
of participants position Syrians as “different,” “incompatible,” and at times even as a “moral threat.”
This reveals not only the limits of cultural contact, but also a broader form of social differentiation

structured around the question: who are we, and who are they?
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Theme 3: Economic Perceptions, Resource Competition, and Labor Market Tensions

This theme addresses the economically grounded perceptions of the local population in
Samsun toward Syrian migrants, focusing particularly on the tension surrounding perceived
competition and resource sharing in the labor market and in social assistance mechanisms.

Category 1: Labor Market Competition and the Perception of Low Wages

The fact that Syrian migrants work for low wages is perceived as a factor threatening the
economic security of the local population. This creates a perception that, as employers prefer migrant
labor, local workers are being pushed into a secondary position.

One participant described this competition as follows:

Our own people are unemployed, but Syrians are working everywhere. And for half the
price. Employers prefer them as well. Because if you go to the organized industrial zone
today, hundreds of Syrians are working for 1,500 lira, even 1,000 lira. I personally know
many workplaces where Syrians are employed. And this pushes employment conditions
even further downward (K6, Bachelor’s Degree, 66).

This statement demonstrates that migrant labor generates a twofold social tension, situated
between the exploitation of migrant labor and the exclusion of the local population. Similarly, some
other participants expressed their views as follows:

Financially, as I said before, because they work for very small amounts ridiculously low
wages | cannot find a job, for example. My friend cannot find a job either. Our people
say, ‘I won’t work for less than 200,” while a Syrian says, ‘I’ll work for 100.” So the
employer hires them, and that is also a factor. Of course, when we look at living
conditions, we are led to think that unemployment has increased because of this. Because
while they work for 50 or 100 lira, our own people are not given the wage they deserve
(K4, High School, 43).

They work for low wages. Our own people remain unemployed. They hire them instead
of our citizens (K5, High School, 61).

Participants’ statements offer striking patterns regarding how the impact of Syrian migrants
on economic life in Samsun is perceived by the local population. In this regard, it is notable that there
is a strong public perception that the presence of migrants has particularly negative effects on the
local economy. This perception is shaped less by the precarious nature of migrant labor itself than
by the idea that the value of local labor is being undermined. Such discourse rests on a causal
narrative according to which migrants’ employment as cheap and informal labor weakens the
economic position of local residents.

A similar causal logic becomes evident particularly in relation to changes in the housing
market. Participants directly attributed rising rents to Syrian migrants, in conjunction with distortions
in the balance between supply and demand. One participant stated that the shortage of housing,
coupled with increased demand from migrants, had led to a substantial rise in rents:

The number of houses decreased... and while this increased supply, it also increased
demand and caused prices to fall... Even the worst houses went up to 1,500 lira (K1,
Bachelor’s Degree, 28).

Another participant similarly argued that migrants’ willingness to pay high rents by sharing
the same dwelling with large numbers of people directly drove market prices upward:

As we know, 10 or 15 people live in the same house and pay 2,000 lira for a place that
used to cost 500. So naturally prices go up automatically (K9, Bachelor’s Degree, 24).
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However, there were also participants who did not establish a causal link between the
presence of migrants and rising rents. For example, one participant attributed rent increases not to
migrants, but rather to broader economic fluctuations:

No, as for rents, until the recent inflation issue rents were at a normal level; there was no
increase related to them. What happened in recent months caused rents to rise. I do not
connect this issue to Syrians (K8, High School, 20).

Overall, a significant proportion of the economically grounded grievances expressed in the
interviews are causally linked to the presence of Syrian migrants in the city. In particular, a perception
emerges that the local population has suffered losses in basic areas such as housing, labor, and social
assistance.

Category 2: Social Assistance and the Perception of Privilege

The field interviews indicate that a significant portion of the local population in Samsun
perceives Syrian migrants as benefiting from social assistance programs in a prioritized and
privileged manner. Participants believe that Syrians are subject to positive discrimination in social
services, including both financial assistance and educational opportunities.

One participant, although acknowledging that he did not know exactly how much assistance
migrants received, stated that he assumed the amounts were “very high” based on a widespread public
perception:

I do not know exactly how much they receive. I know that a certain amount is provided
by the state. It is a very high amount. I mean, I know that in total they receive a great deal
of money. That is what I hear, at least. But I am not completely sure. Especially in these
difficult times, instead of spending this money on them, if we allocated it to ourselves
and spent it on our own citizens when the education system has declined so much, when
there are drugs, fights, chaos, and unemployment in the streets I certainly do not approve
of spending so much money on Syrians (K1, Bachelor’s Degree, 28).

Such statements demonstrate the effect of lack of information on social perceptions and the
prevalence of prejudices formed through rumor and hearsay.

Some participants believed that in the distribution of social assistance, priority is given not
to local citizens in need but to Syrian migrants, and they explicitly described this as an injustice:

It is unfair. It is an injustice done to the Turkish people. There are so many people who
are in real need. I know people whose situation is very bad. I think they should be the
priority. Only if something remains after that should it be given to them (K3, Primary
School, 50).

Another participant went even further, arguing that Syrians are systematically prioritized in
the application processes for assistance and expressing a strongly negative view:

Honestly, I do not view it positively at all. Yes, of course aid is also given to Turkish
people, to those who have no income and are in financial difficulty. But in terms of
priority, they are the ones being considered. For example, if there are 1 million
applications today, I believe 800,000 of them are Syrians. Because while there are many
victims who do not know their rights or cannot seek them, Syrians are literally forming
queues there, and these rights are being given to them first (K4, High School, 43).

Similarly, another participant drew attention to the right of Syrians to receive free university
education and emphasized that such opportunities are denied to the local population, producing a
strong sense of inequality:
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The fact that they can study at universities for free, the things given to them... These rights
are not given to our own people. The state provides them with everything. House rent,
food aid. They live better than we do (K10, Bachelor’s Degree, 23).

Such discourses are grounded in a framework that defines citizenship not only as cultural
belonging or legal status, but also in terms of access to social rights. Perceptions that Syrian migrants
live in a state of “unearned welfare” generate not only economic resentment but also symbolic
exclusion and anger. These comparisons go beyond mere discomfort with migrants and turn into a
critique of privilege in the form of: “they have more rights than we do.” As Bauman argues,
resentment toward refugees stems not only from traditional distrust of strangers, but also from the
precarious classes’ fear of losing the social position and limited opportunities they still possess
(Bauman, 2018, p. 19).

In this context, Fraser’s (1997) theory of redistribution and recognition justice provides an
important theoretical lens for the analysis of the interview data. According to Fraser, justice is
possible not only through the fair distribution of resources, but also through the recognition of social
identities and groups. However, imbalances between these two dimensions intensify not only a sense
of misrecognition, but also a feeling of maldistribution, especially among low-income local groups.
Fraser emphasizes that identity-based claims should be addressed not solely in cultural terms, but
also in conjunction with their economic dimension. To the extent that the discourses of local residents
in Samsun generate a sense of exclusion both in terms of access to economic resources and symbolic
value, they deepen the feeling of injustice.

Participants’ accounts also show the growing prevalence of negative economic perceptions
shaped by observations of Syrian migrants’ consumption habits. Spending practices categorized as
“luxury consumption,” in particular, trigger among some local residents a sense of “unearned
welfare” or “unfair advantage.” This, in turn, provides legitimacy to discourses positioning migrants
as advantaged actors within the unequal distribution of economic resources.

One participant criticized the situation by claiming that supermarkets organize special
promotions for migrants, stating: “We buy things at high prices, while they are given to them under
the name of aid” (K13, Associate Degree, 24). Similarly, the expression “Nuts, fruit, plenty of
everything... it is as if they are richer than I am” (K7, High School, 49) reveals that migrants’
consumption patterns are perceived by local residents as indicators of economic status. These
statements show that consumption has become a criterion not only of income but also of social worth
and “deservingness,” thereby transforming economic behavior into an ethical and national issue.

On the other hand, K4’s association of migrants with accusations such as “begging, theft,
pickpocketing, harassment” is an expression of a prejudice that directly links economic deprivation
to moral corruption. Such statements demonstrate that local residents often construct a reductive
causal framework in which their economic difficulties are directly attributed to the presence of
migrants. Particularly among low-income locals, the perception of migrants as an economic threat
fuels a form of resentment in which class-based insecurity intersects with cultural exclusion. One
participant’s statement shows that the issue involves not only economic anxieties, but also national
belonging and a sense of ownership intertwined with hostility toward migrants:

These lands are ours. I do not want to share my land... Let them come, eat, drink, and
leave. I do not want them here (K7, High School, 49).

In conclusion, the statements of participants in Samsun reveal that Syrian migrants are
positioned not only as a cultural other, but also as an economic rival. This positioning is reinforced
by perceptions that the local population is being devalued in the labor market, pushed to the
background in social assistance, and excluded in the sphere of consumption.
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Theme 4: Security, Media, and Social Peace

This theme addresses local residents’ security concerns regarding Syrian migrants, media
representations, and broader perceptions of social peace. Participants’ statements cluster particularly
around the association of Syrians with crime, their construction as a cultural threat, and
generalizations shaped through media discourse.

Category 1: Perceptions of Crime and Security Concerns

A significant number of participants stated that, even if they do not directly associate Syrian
migrants with crime, their presence weakens the local sense of security. It appears that these views
are shaped less by direct personal experience than by news reports, hearsay, and rumors circulating
in the media. What is especially noteworthy is that migrants are often identified with “danger” not
necessarily as direct perpetrators of crime, but indirectly through a perceived disruption of spatial
belonging and public order:

Honestly, we hear that there are very serious fights in the streets and between
neighborhoods. I have seen some of them too. Apart from that, [ have concerns related to
drugs. I hear rumors that they still have connections from Syria to here. We especially
hear that they have serious connections to drugs in Adana and Istanbul (K3, Primary
School, 50).

Although such statements do not contain a direct accusation of criminality, they construct an
indirect discourse of crime in which the presence of migrants is framed as a potential source of
criminality. Since this perception is based less on individual observation than on rumor and media
representations, it relies more on the representation of crime than on its objective reality. Another
participant employed a more explicit imagery of crime, describing migrants as individuals allegedly
inclined toward malicious behavior because of their economic deprivation:

Begging, theft, pickpocketing, even harassment... Because I think they are more inclined
to go down the wrong path. Our customs and traditions are different. I especially hear that
they disturb young girls. Snatching, fighting... They have somewhat aggressive
personalities and can get involved in incidents very quickly (K4, High School, 43).

Such statements reflect not only security concerns but also ethno-cultural stereotyping, and
they lay the groundwork for generalizations that condemn an entire group on the basis of individual
behaviors. Similarly, one participant described the weakening of their sense of safety in spatial terms:

I hesitate to go out late at night. There are too many foreigners in the neighborhood. You
do not know who is who (K11, Bachelor’s Degree, 34).

Here, the term “foreigner” implies not merely ethnic difference, but also a socially
indeterminate “other” whose belonging and normative orientation remain unclear. According to
Simmel (2009, p. 149), what constitutes the stranger is a condition of not being fully tied to, nor fully
distant from, any given point in space, together with the existence of a group that makes such
nearness and distance meaningful. As in Simmel’s typology of the stranger, the migrant perceived as
an unrecognizable figure within a familiar space contributes to the fragilization of social peace.

Some participants stated that Syrians are perceived as “unemployed, irresponsible, and
having nothing to lose,” and are therefore regarded as dangerous. Participant K15 noted that even
Syrians’ “moving around in groups” is perceived as threatening and is associated with incidents such
as fighting or theft. Against these views, however, there were also participants who expressed a more
cautious perspective. One participant stated that there was no concrete observation supporting the
claim that Syrians posed a security threat, and that those who caused problems constituted
exceptions:
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We have not seen anything suggesting that these people cause a serious security problem.
A few unstable individuals may emerge among them, but they would already get what
they deserve and settle down (K13, Associate Degree, 24).

This statement points to forms of rational evaluation that remain in the minority within
broader public perceptions. Yet many academic studies have shown that the rates of criminal
involvement among Syrian asylum seekers in Tiirkiye are lower than those of the local population
(Igduygu & Diker, 2017). Nevertheless, this perception of insecurity, shaped independently of actual
data, reveals the powerful influence of emotional reality on social behavior.

Category 2: Media Representation and “Generalizing Sensibility”

In participants’ accounts, the media plays a prominent role—both directly and indirectly—
in shaping perceptions of Syrians. In particular, most negative evaluations of migrants are formed
less through personal experience than through news coverage, social media posts, and circulating
public discourses. In this sense, the media functions as a channel of indirect experience in the
formation of public perception, producing a terrain of emotional exposure that is effective even when
detached from lived reality.

The news is always about bad things. They fought, they stole something, and so on.
Maybe not all of them are like that, but when you hear these things, you are affected (K13,
Associate Degree, 24).

In such statements, qualifying phrases such as “maybe not all of them are like that” indicate
that the individual does not explicitly endorse the generalization in full; nevertheless, the anxiety
generated by repeated media exposure has already been internalized. As Han (2022) emphasizes in
his analyses of media society, in an age of transparency and accessibility, individuals are exposed
not only to information but also to emotions, and this exposure produces a kind of perceptual reality
that exceeds direct experience.

Similarly, another participant drew attention to the absence of positive representations of
migrants in the media and expressed how this one-sided representation shapes perception:

It does not change my general opinion. What we hear is mostly what we already know.
We never hear good news about Syrians. We do not hear that a professor has come. We
do not hear that a very wealthy person has come and established a factory. I think qualified
people go not to Tirkiye but to Europe or America (K1, Bachelor’s Degree, 28).

This statement reveals that the selective visibility produced by media representation renders
qualified migrants invisible and results in the entire group being represented through low-skilled
individuals. Viewed within Hall’s (1997) theory of representation, such discourses enable the “other”
to be fixed in the collective imagination through specific stereotypical frames. For Hall, the media is
not merely a site of reflection, but also one of meaning production; therefore, Syrians tend to be
perceived in society in accordance with the ways they are represented in the media.

On the other hand, another participant offered a more critical perspective and rejected the
media’s generalizing discourse:

I do not look at events in terms of Syrian versus Turkish. We also see negative news about
our own people. Every nation has good people and bad people. If that does not alienate
me from my own nation, then it should not alienate me from them either. It is not right to
punish all of them at once (K8, High School, 20).

This approach shows that the influence of negative media representations on individuals is
not absolute, and that some people are able to maintain a critical distance from such framing. At the
same time, it demonstrates sociologically that the distinction between individual evaluation and
media representation can still be preserved.
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Another participant offered a more balanced assessment by stating that media representations
influence her thinking in both positive and negative ways:

We watch the news reflected in the media. In general, if the news reflected is negative, I
am affected; if it is positive, I am also affected (K12, High School, 32).

Such statements suggest that media representations are not simply directive in a linear sense,
but are also filtered through individuals’ own value judgments. Nevertheless, the general tendency
among participants was to emphasize that media representations are mostly negative and that this
deepens polarization in public perception. In particular, unverified claims such as “admission to
university without an exam,” “state salaries for asylum seekers,” and “free housing provided to them”
spread rapidly through social media and contribute to rising social tension between local residents
and Syrians. The images produced through the media do not merely establish perceptual frameworks;
they also create a field in which concepts such as security, threat, and social order are redefined.

Theme 5: Future Perspectives, Permanence, and Debates on Citizenship

This theme seeks to understand how local residents in Samsun perceive the future of Syrian
migrants in Tiirkiye, their attitudes toward granting citizenship, and the rhetoric of
permanence/temporariness constructed within this framework.

Category 1: Confronting the Reality of Permanence and the Rhetoric of Temporariness

A significant proportion of participants are aware that Syrians have become a permanent
presence in Tiirkiye; however, rather than accepting this reality directly, they continue to cling to a
discourse of temporariness. Participants explain why Syrians are unlikely to return in terms of
economic reasons, access to social rights, and the relative comfort of life in Tiirkiye:

They won’t go back, brother. If I were in their place, I wouldn’t go back either—why
would they? Everything is handed to them on a plate (K7, High School, 49).

Most of them do not want to return. Either they are afraid of the regime, or everything is
readily available to them here (K3, Primary School, 50).

They live very comfortably. That is why they will not return. They are taking what
rightfully belongs to my people (K5, High School, 61).

Such statements reflect a widespread public perception that links Syrians’ non-return to an
alleged unfair advantage. At the same time, K3’s emphasis on demographic structure suggests that
this discourse is not limited to Syrians alone, but is generalized to include other migrant groups such
as Afghans and Iraqis. This perspective leads migrants to be seen as permanent others: the threshold
of tolerance granted to what is assumed to be temporary gives way to discomfort and perceptions of
threat once permanence becomes apparent.

On the other hand, some participants evaluated this issue within a more rational framework
and did not regard Syrians’ return as an absolute necessity. There were also views that approached
permanence with a degree of understanding, whether in terms of social contribution or individual
choice:

There are those who have married and had children. Being a guest can only last so long.
But even if they do not return, it is not something that particularly disturbs me (K8, High
School, 20).

They are helpful to industry. They contribute to production. There is no harm in their
staying (K11, Bachelor’s Degree, 34).

These statements show that some segments of the local population accept migrants’ social
integration or legitimize their continued presence through their economic contributions.
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K11’s remark that Syrians are “working in the jobs we turn our noses up at” reveals strikingly
how migrant labor is positioned both materially and symbolically. Although migrant labor is
indispensable for the continuity of the economic system, it is simultaneously rendered invisible and
devalued.

Some participants, however, argued that it would be more appropriate for Syrians to remain
in camps:

They should stay in camps. After the earthquake in Erzurum, my own people were
devastated and lived in tents for two years. Why were these opportunities not provided to
my own citizens? They should have built those tent houses at the border... they should
not have brought them into our midst (K7, High School, 49).

While such statements reflect an exclusionary spatial policy aimed at reducing Syrians’
visibility in public space, they also point to the paradox identified by Fassin (2018): migrants may
be recognized as human beings, yet are systematically excluded from the rights of citizenship. Thus,
humanitarian acceptance is transformed into a limited form of recognition that does not extend to
legal equivalence.

Other participants, by contrast, did not consider life in camps to be humane and stated the
following:

Since I do not know the camp areas, I do not really know how suitable the living
conditions are, so I do not have a strong opinion. But if they are going to return, then they
should return to their homeland. Because the war is over; things have been cleared up. If
a place has been prepared for them, then it would be better for them to return to their
country. Camps, of course, may not be suitable places for a person to live (K4, High
School, 43).

They should not live in refugee camps either, but they should return to their own country.
Security should be established there, and they should continue their lives in their own
homeland (K10, Bachelor’s Degree, 23).

Overall, the discourse of “guesthood” functions as a rhetorical form that postpones both the
recognition of migrants’ permanence and the development of structural responses to this new reality.
Although participants do not always explicitly articulate the notion of permanence, they implicitly
acknowledge it; however, this acknowledgment turns into a form of conditional tolerance only
insofar as it does not threaten social peace, security, or economic balances.

Category 2: Citizenship: Privilege or Equality?

The vast majority of participants approached the idea of granting citizenship to Syrians
cautiously, if not negatively. In these views, citizenship is framed not as a universal right, but rather
as a kind of reward or privilege conditional upon certain criteria. For many participants, the
acquisition of citizenship by Syrians is understood not merely as a legal status, but also as an
advantage in terms of access to economic and social resources; this, in turn, reinforces perceptions
of a crisis of fairness and competition over resources. Some participants suggested citizenship only
for those who are skilled and economically productive, arguing that this right should not be open to
everyone:

If someone is in a position to open a factory here, if they are competent in their work,
then let them have citizenship. But an ordinary person should return once the war is over.
Someone who buys a fifty-thousand-lira house in Samsun should not become a citizen
(K11, Bachelor’s Degree, 34).

It should be difficult to obtain citizenship here as well. In Europe, people have to pass
through the eye of a needle (K4, High School, 43).
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These statements reflect an understanding that ties citizenship to criteria of merit or utility.
By contrast, participants who oppose citizenship more categorically display a clearer exclusionary
stance, believing that granting this right would constitute a direct threat:

These people will become village heads, members of parliament, and then they will try
to divide this country (K3, Primary School, 50).

Why should we give them citizenship? Let them suffer what the Turkish people have
suffered, then (K5, High School, 61).

Can I obtain citizenship from America? Why should it be given to uneducated people?
(K6, Bachelor’s Degree, 66).

Such discourses establish a direct link between citizenship and sacrifice, reflecting the belief
that belonging can only be earned through ethical values such as labor, suffering, and loyalty. At the
same time, these attitudes view citizenship not merely as a legal definition, but as a symbol of
historical and cultural belonging. Some participants went even further, explicitly stating that Syrians
could never acquire a “legitimate place” on these lands. In such views, being “native” is constructed
not only as a matter of temporal continuity, but as a truth woven through historical, cultural, and
political codes. At this point, Anderson’s (2006) concept of the imagined community becomes
especially relevant. The nation is a historically constructed community that is nevertheless felt to be
real; for this reason, every figure perceived as “coming from outside” is coded as a threat to that
imagined unity.

The findings of the research show that local residents’ perceptions of Syrian asylum seekers
are not homogeneous; rather, these discourses vary depending on participants’ age, level of everyday
contact, and perceptions of economic vulnerability. In particular, among participants who had direct
and continuous contact with Syrians, perceptions tended to be shaped in more mundane and
experience-based ways, whereas among those with only indirect contact, media narratives and
generalized judgments were more dominant. Another striking element in the findings is that some
participants simultaneously articulated both exclusionary and inclusive attitudes. This should not be
read merely as a simple inconsistency; rather, it may be understood as an indication that local
residents are caught between, on the one hand, anxieties shaped by economic and social pressures,
and on the other hand, humanitarian and moral responsibilities. The coexistence of discourses of
discomfort and compassion within the same narrative reveals the kind of normative tension that the
issue of refugeeness generates in everyday life in Tiirkiye. These findings partly overlap with similar
studies conducted in different Turkish cities. Research carried out in major urban centers such as
Istanbul and Gaziantep likewise highlights themes of economic competition, perceptions of security,
and cultural distance (Gtizel, 2021; Koyuncu, 2020). However, in the case of Samsun, compared with
large metropolitan areas, these discourses appear to carry a more cautious and ambivalent character;
rather than explicit exclusion, forms of distant acceptance seem more common. This points to a
distinctive balance in medium-sized cities between the intensity of everyday contact and the visibility
of migrants within social life.

6. Common Patterns Across Themes and Differentiation by Participant Characteristics

The interview data show that, within the framework of the five main themes identified in the
study, local residents’ perceptions of Syrian asylum seekers do not diverge directly or mechanically
according to gender. Nevertheless, in certain themes, clear differences in emphasis do emerge
between the discourses of female and male participants. These differences should not be understood
as making gender an independent determinant; rather, they are related to the contextual influence of
everyday experiences and social roles in the production of perception.

Within the theme of contact in everyday life and social distance, male participants referred
more frequently to encounters in public space and to the increasing visibility of Syrians; they tended
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to define encounters with Syrians in places such as streets, traffic, parks, and workplaces through a
discourse of discomfort and disruption of order. Female participants, by contrast, more often narrated
their experiences of contact through the neighborhood, the apartment building, and children, focusing
on encounters established in the micro-spaces of everyday life.

Within the theme of cultural boundaries, social morality, and adaptation, female participants
in particular appeared to articulate more sensitive and anxious discourses around moral norms,
cleanliness, children’s education, and family structure. While male participants expressed cultural
differences in more general and collective terms, female participants tended to concretize these
differences within the context of everyday practices and children’s futures. This indicates that
discourses of morality and culture are deeply intertwined with gendered social roles.

Within the theme of economic perceptions and competition over resources, male participants
more prominently expressed discourses related to the labor market, low-wage work, and loss of
employment, defining economic competition directly through the labor market. Female participants,
by contrast, tended to express economic discomfort more in terms of social assistance, rent increases,
and the household budget, associating the perception of economic burden with everyday practices of
subsistence.

Within the theme of security, media, and social peace, male participants were more likely to
reproduce circulating discourses of crime and insecurity found in the media and appeared more open
to generalizations framing Syrians as a potential threat. Female participants, in contrast, articulated
their security concerns more through issues involving children, women, and the safety of public
space, emphasizing perceptions of personal and familial risk.

Finally, within the theme of future perspectives, permanence, and citizenship, although both
gender groups displayed a strong expectation that Syrians’ presence should remain temporary, male
participants tended to frame the issue more through discourses of burden on the country and territorial
belonging, whereas female participants more often discussed the possibility of long-term coexistence
through the lenses of children and social adaptation.

Overall, the gender variable does not emerge in this study as a factor that alone determines
perceptions of Syrians. However, it is evident that female and male participants construct their
perceptions, across the five themes, through different spheres of social experience, and that this
creates certain divergences in discursive emphasis and forms of justification. This finding indicates
that local perceptions are neither uniform nor homogeneous; rather, they are produced in layered
ways through the interplay of social positions and everyday experiences.

Conclusion

This study was shaped through a thematic analysis of qualitative interviews conducted to
understand local residents’ perceptions of Syrian migrants in the province of Samsun. Structured
around five main themes, the analysis covered a broad range of issues, from social encounters and
the drawing of cultural boundaries to feelings of economic injustice, security concerns, and debates
surrounding permanence and citizenship. The overall findings of the study demonstrate that hostility
toward migrants does not consist of a one-dimensional attitude of exclusion; rather, it rests upon a
multidimensional, contradictory, and variable system of perceptions.

The field data show that physical contact with Syrians has become a natural part of everyday
life. Participants stated that such encounters frequently take place in public spaces such as
marketplaces, public transportation, school surroundings, and healthcare institutions. However, this
contact does not translate into social closeness. Social distance involves not only physical separation,
but also emotional and symbolic distance. In the interviews, many participants stated that despite the
visibility of contact, these encounters resulted in non-relationship, that is, in a kind of “close yet
distant” dilemma.
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Some participants underscored the extent of this symbolic distance through statements such
as, “I do not want to be in the same environment with them.” This points to a distance felt not only
at the level of physical encounter, but also across the emotional, normative, and security-related
layers of everyday life. For the local population, Syrians become both constantly visible and difficult
to comprehend, turning into objects of uncertainty and thereby generating social tension.

The findings suggest that Syrians’ cultural practices reinforce their “otherness” in the eyes
of the local population. In the interviews, factors such as language difference, clothing preferences,
family structure, child-rearing practices, and women’s position in public space were presented as the
main indicators of cultural separation. A large proportion of participants emphasized that, even
though Syrians may share a similar belief system, “they do not live like us.”

Statements by some participants, such as “Their understanding of honor is different, so I do
not want them to have contact with my children,” reveal that these cultural boundaries are supported
by a moral ground. Various participants’ statements also constructed a definition of “incompatibility”
through everyday norms relating to cleanliness, child-rearing, and gender relations. The shared moral
codes of society reproduce themselves by excluding groups that are perceived as not conforming to
them.

Participants’ discourses show that, despite the sharing of physical space, symbolic
boundaries remain strongly intact. In particular, the statement “we have become a minority in our
own neighborhood” indicates that these boundaries are being redrawn not only culturally, but also
spatially. Boundaries are no longer merely geographic; they are increasingly defined through a moral,
cultural, and even emotional map.

The findings also demonstrate that the economic sphere constitutes one of the most intense
sites of tension. A frequently expressed sentiment in the interviews is the belief that migrants occupy
an unfair and privileged position in access to public resources. A significant number of participants
believe that Syrians benefit from state assistance to a greater extent and with greater priority than
local residents. This perception is not limited to material support, but turns into a sense of
discrimination in key areas such as education, healthcare, and employment.

Statements such as “Our children are unemployed, while they constantly receive help from
the state” illustrate this perception of inequality. Similarly, many participants emphasized that the
assistance given to Syrians is received “without deserving it,” whereas local residents cannot access
similar support despite years of labor. Although such claims are not always supported by objective
data, they generate a strong sense of victimization through the combined effects of media discourse,
social environment, and feelings of economic strain.

Another notable finding concerns security anxieties and the attribution of criminal tendencies
to Syrians. Some participants stated that they believe migrants are more frequently involved in
incidents such as fighting, noise, harassment, and theft. However, a considerable portion of these
claims are based not on personal observation, but on media reports, social media content, and
hearsay. Statements such as “They harassed a woman—I saw it in the news” provide examples of
perceptions based not on direct experience, but on forms of representation. Such representations
appear less as reflections of local residents’ lived experiences than as products of a constructed social
fear. The migrant figure comes to embody not a fixed threat, but a diffuse unease whose sources and
boundaries remain uncertain. This fluidity is grounded less in migrants’ actual behavior than in their
representation. Thus, it is not the real crime rate but rather the way crime is represented that shapes
local people’s perceptions of Syrians in terms of security. Even when some residents of Samsun do
not experience Syrians directly as a concrete danger, they internalize a sense of potential threat that
has been constructed within the collective imagination. This is reproduced not only in the media, but
also in everyday discourse, political language, and neighborhood relations, confining migrants not
only to the category of the “foreign,” but also to that of the “unsafe.”
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Citizenship and permanence emerge as the areas in which the strongest divergence occurs.
One group of participants argued that Syrians are merely “guests” and must eventually return, while
another group accepted their permanence but emphasized that citizenship should be granted only
under certain conditions, especially on the basis of economic contribution and social adaptation. In
this sense, citizenship is viewed not only as a legal status, but also as an expression of cultural
belonging and equal responsibility.

In the specific case of Samsun, the perception of Syrians as “temporary” appears as a
defensive reflex aimed at preserving the symbolic boundaries of national identity. In this context, the
distinction between “us” and “them” is reproduced not only through physical contact, but also
through cultural and symbolic oppositions. Some participants’ statements such as “I do not want to
be in the same environment with them” reveal that this exclusion is not only spatial, but also
emotional and cultural. Syrians are perceived as figures who are socially “there” but can never fully
become part of “us.”

Overall, perceptions of Syrians in Samsun are shaped less by individual experience than by
collective images, media representations, and cultural codes. The fact that demographic variables do
not produce a clearly differentiated pattern suggests that these attitudes are nourished more by
broader social discourses. In the eyes of the local population, Syrians are positioned as figures who
are “there, but never truly one of us”; this makes hostility toward migrants visible not merely as an
individual attitude, but as the product of a broader social climate.

These findings demonstrate that host society—refugee relations operate primarily along the
axes of social identity and recognition. In the case of Samsun, attitudes toward Syrians are shaped
not through outright exclusion, but within a regime of recognition characterized by conditional
acceptance, distant tolerance, and symbolic boundaries. Refugees are positioned as social actors with
whom everyday contact is constant, yet who are kept outside the category of “us” through moral,
cultural, and emotional boundaries. This reveals that recognition cannot be reduced merely to legal
status or physical coexistence; rather, it is constituted fundamentally through everyday encounters
and normative evaluations.

The study also makes an empirical contribution to the literature on citizenship and moral
boundaries by showing how processes of recognition are delimited. The findings demonstrate that,
in the eyes of the local population, citizenship is perceived not simply as a legal right, but as a
symbolic form of belonging tied to conditions of cultural adaptation, economic contribution, and
moral similarity. Moral boundaries, in turn, are drawn through everyday norms relating to
cleanliness, family structure, child-rearing, and women’s position in public life; these boundaries
function to keep refugees in a position of being permanent yet never fully acceptable. In this respect,
through the example of a medium-sized city, the study shows how regimes of recognition are
reproduced through everyday life practices and symbolic boundaries, and offers an original empirical
contribution to the literature that places the perspective of the host society at its center.
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Giris

Gog, insanlik tarihinin en kadim ve stireklilik arz eden olgularindan biri olarak bireylerin ve
toplumlarin yasam kosullarini belirleyen ¢ok boyutlu bir siirectir. Sosyoloji, siyaset bilimi, ekonomi,
antropoloji ve cografya gibi farkli disiplinlerin ortak ¢aligma alan1 olan go¢ olgusu, bireysel ve
toplumsal diizeyde sosyal olarak yeniden yapilanmalara yol agmakta, bu yoniiyle sadece go¢ eden
topluluklar lizerinde degil, gog¢ edilen yerlerdeki yerel halk iizerinde de derin etkiler yaratmaktadir
(Tasc1, 2018). Ozellikle 21. yiizyilda artan zorunlu ve goniillii gd¢ hareketleri iizerine yapilan
calismalarin entegrasyon, toplumsal uyum ve birlikte yasam konularinda yogunlastig1 goriilmektedir.
Baslangicta go¢ arastirmalart daha ¢ok gogmenlerin yeni geldikleri toplumla kurduklar iligkileri ve
uyum siireglerini merkeze alirken, zamanla bu tek tarafli yaklasim elestirilmis; yerel halkin
gocmenlere yonelik tutum ve algilarinin da arastirmalara dahil edilmesi gerektigi vurgulanmistir
(Giizel, 2021, s. 157). Bu gergevede goc, yalnizca mekansal bir hareketlilik degil, ayn1 zamanda
kiiltiirel temas, sosyal algi, kamusal politika ve toplumsal doniisiim dinamiklerini igeren ¢ok yonlii
bir olgu olarak degerlendirilmektedir?.

Modern dénemde yasanan zorunlu gogler, savas, ¢atisma, siyasal baskilar ve dogal afetler
gibi nedenlerle bireyleri iilkelerinden ayrilmak zorunda birakmakta ve bu hareketlilik, goc edilen
iilkelerde ¢ok yonlii sosyal sorunlari giindeme getirmektedir. 2011 yilinda Suriye’de baslayan ig
savasin ardindan ortaya ¢ikan yogun gd¢ dalgasi, Tiirkiye’nin tarihindeki en biiyiik kitlesel goc
tecriibesine yol agmistir. Tiirkiye’de gecici koruma statiisiiyle kayit altina alinan Suriyelilerin sayis1
2021 yili itibartyla 3,7 milyonu agmis; bu niifusun 6nemli bir kismi gesitli kentlerde kamp dis1
yerlesimlerde, yerel halkla i¢ i¢e bir yagsam slirmeye baslamistir (Koyuncu, 2020: 101). S6z konusu

2 Gég, insanlik tarihini belirleyen en dnemli olgulardan biri olup, higbir devirde denmini ve etkisini kaybetmemistir. Daha
ayrintili bilgi igin bk. Boliikbasi, 2024; Ceyhan Akga, 2022; Demir, 2025; Giirgay & Duran, 2024; Giiven & Giiven
Kiligarslan, 2021; Kas, 2024; Tomat Yilmaz, 2024; Ulug, 2022; Hatalmis 2019; Kaygusuz 2021; Akbulut, 2020; An &
Gilingor, 2022; Arpag & Bayartan, 2022; Aygiil & Kaba, 2019; Cebeci, 2020; Ceylan, 2021; Demirtag-Milz, 2020; Erdogan
& Polat, 2020; Eken & Gezmen, 2019; Giinal, 2019; Giingér, 2020; Iimamoglu & Imamoglu, 2019; Kiiciik & Karaca, 2022;
Kuloglu, 2020; Mengii & Yaman, 2021; Oguz, 2019; Ozdemir & Turan, 2019; Oztiirk, 2020; Pakoz Tiirkeli, 2021; Sagir
& Yilmaz, 2021; Yildiz & Sertoglu, 2019; Ozer Aytekin & Sénmez Ektem, 2019; Giin et al., 2019; Tiirker & Go¢menler,
2020; Durhat & Okten, 2023; Ozcellik & Eraslan, 2023; Tomat Y1lmaz, 2023; Aydm, 2011; Ayata, 2007; Batmaz, 2007;
Canatan, 2007, 2008; Cetin, 2008; Ciftgi, 2009; Giil, 2007; Kara, 2011; Keles, 2009; Kolag, 2008; Kdse, 2006; Morkog,
2009; Ozkan, 2008; Say, 2009; Sahin, 2010; Yel & Giindiiz, 2007; Yilmaz, 2011; Akinct Cétok & Tasdelen, 2014;
Altimisova, 2015; Bekar, 2014; Coskun, 2014; Cetin, 2013; Demirtas, 2011; Durak, 2014; Gedikli Berber, 2013; Giimiis
et al., 2014; Giindiiz, 2012; Giirbiiz, 2014; Kara, 2014; Karatas, 2015; Kizilkaya & Akay, 2013; Kogak, 2015; Korkmaz,
2015; Kuyucuoglu, 2013; Ozdemir, 2014; Oztiirk, 2014; Perk Er, 2015; Sagir et al., 2015; Sahin et al., 2014; Soytiirk, 2013;
Ulutiirk, 2013; Yilmaz, A., 2015; Yilmaz, M. Y., 2015; Arslan, 2015; Bedirhan, 2015; Cengiz, 2016; Canak, 2015, 2016;
Elmastas & Yilmaz, 2016; Giil, 2016; Kara & Haykir, 2015; Kili¢ & Kegeci, 2015; Kiigiiker, 2016; Solakoglu & Gurbuz,
2016; Sentiirk Kara, 2015.
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kitlesel niifus hareketliligi, yalnizca iilkenin demografik yapisin1 degil; ayni zamanda kamu
hizmetleri, sosyal uyum politikalar1 ve yerel halkin gd¢menlere yonelik algisim1 da derinden
etkilemistir. Icisleri Bakanlig1 Gog Idaresi Bagkanlig verilerine gore, 1 Mayis 2025 tarihi itibariyla
Tiirkiye’de kayitli gecici koruma statiisiindeki Suriyeli sayisi1 2 milyon 758 bin 39 olarak
aciklanmisgtir. Buna ragmen, son yillarda goniillii olarak geri doniis hareketleri baglamis olsa da
Tiirkiye hala ciddi bir gogmen niifusunu barindirmaktadir. Bu durum, goégiin uzun vadeli sosyal,
ekonomik ve kiiltiirel etkilerinin Tiirkiye glindeminde 6nemini korudugunu géstermektedir. Kitlesel
olarak gerceklesen gd¢ hareketlerinin hem go¢ veren hem de gog alan bolgelerde/iilkelerde dnemli
sosyodemografik degisimlere yol actig1 bilinmektedir. Hatta bu degisimler 0ylesine etkilidir ki, bir
iilkenin insasina katki saglayabilecegi gibi, yok olmasina da zemin hazirlayabilir. G6¢ veren iilkeler;
iiretime dayali gelir ve vergi kaybi gibi maddi, yetismis insan giicii ve gelecege dair umut kayb1 gibi
manevi agilardan ¢esitli zorluklarla kars1 karsiya kalirken, goc alan iilkeler ise sosyal, kiiltiirel,
ekonomik ve politik a¢ilardan 6nemli doniisiimler yasamaktadir. Gog hareketlerini ve bu hareketlerin
iilkelerde yarattig1 etkileri agiklamak igin 19. yiizyilin sonlarindan itibaren cesitli kuramsal
calismalar gelistirilmistir. Go¢ kuramlari, ilk asamada go¢ hareketlerinin genel yasalarimi ve
diizenliliklerini aciklamaya odaklanmis; ilerleyen siirecte ise goc¢ eden bireylerin karar alma
stireclerini ve bu kararlar etkileyen itici—¢ekici faktorleri merkeze alan yaklagimlar gelistirilmistir.
Zamanla bu kuramsal gerceve, gogli yalnizca ekonomik gerekcelerle aciklayan modellerden
uzaklasarak, go¢ deneyimini sosyal, kiiltiirel ve psikolojik boyutlariyla birlikte ele alan daha biitiinciil
analizlere dogru evrilmistir (Abadan-Unat, Castles ve Miller, Faist). Bu ¢ercevede go¢ olgusunun
cok boyutlu dogasi, giiniimiizde hem go¢ veren hem de goc alan toplumlarin sosyolojik agidan
kapsamli bigimde ele alinmasimi gerekli kilmaktadir (Giizel, 2021, s. 156).Giiniimiiz gog
tartismalarinda 6ne ¢ikan Onemli ayrimlardan biri, go¢men ile miilteci kavramlarinin
netlestirilmesidir. Gogmenler daha c¢ok goniillii hareketlilik ve ekonomik refah amaciyla yer
degistirirken, miilteciler ve siginmacilar yasadiklar1 cografyada hayatlarini tehdit eden kosullardan
otiirii zorunlu olarak yer degistiren gruplardir (Adigiizel, 2016). Tirkiye'de Suriye krizi sonrasi gelen
bireyler, 2014 yilinda ¢ikarilan 6458 sayili Yabancilar ve Uluslararasi Koruma Kanunu kapsaminda
“gecici koruma” statiisii altinda degerlendirilmekte ve bu statii, onlarin sosyal haklara erisimlerini
belirlemektedir (Gog Idaresi Genel Miidiirliigii, 2022).

Goemenlik ve miiltecilik, bireyin sadece fiziksel olarak bir mekandan digerine gegisini degil,
aynt zamanda sosyal kimliklerin yeniden miizakere edildigi, otekilik, yerellik, vatandaglik ve
toplumsal aidiyet gibi kavramlarin da yeniden iiretildigi sosyolojik bir gegis siirecidir (Oral &
Cetinkaya, 2017). Bu baglamda Tiirkiye'deki Suriyeliler, hem kamusal hizmetlere erisim hem de
toplumsal kabul siireglerinde cesitli sinamalarla karsilasmakta; 6zellikle biiyiik kentlerde yasanan
giindelik temaslar, yerel halk algisinin sekillenmesinde kritik bir rol oynamaktadir.

Kent sosyolojisi baglaminda diigiiniildiigiinde, sehirler yalnizca go¢menlerin yerlestigi
mekanlar degil, ayn1 zamanda gé¢cmen ve yerli halkin karsilasma, ¢atisma ve uzlasma alanlaridir.
Mekansal yogunlagmalar hem fiziksel yakinligi hem de sosyal gerilimi beraberinde getirmekte; bu
da sosyal uyum, kiiltiirel tolerans ve giivenlik algisi gibi konularin yerel diizeyde incelenmesini
zorunlu kilmaktadir. Samsun gibi orta 0l¢ekli kentler, gogiin etkilerinin daha dogrudan
gozlemlenebildigi yerel laboratuvarlar niteligi tasimaktadir.

Bu ¢alismada Samsun’un tercih edilmesinin temel nedeni, kentin yalnizca orta 6lgekli bir
yerlesim olmasi ya da literatiirde gérece az ¢alisilmis olmasi degildir. Samsun, ne sinir kenti ne de
metropol olmasi bakimindan Tiirkiye’deki gd¢ deneyimini ‘olaganiistii’ kosullar yerine giindelik
hayatin rutini icinde gézlemlemeye imkan taniyan 6zgiil bir sosyolojik baglam sunmaktadir. Kentte
Suriyeli sigmmacilarin biiyiik 6lgiide kamp disi, daginik ve yerel halkla i¢ ige bir yerlesim diizeni
icinde yasamalar1, yerli halk—miilteci iligkilerinin mikro diizeyde, giindelik karsilagsmalar iizerinden
sekillendigi bir alan yaratmaktadir. Bu durum, algilarin kriz anlarina degil, siireklilik gosteren temas
pratiklerine bagli olarak nasil {retildigini inceleme imkani saglamaktadir. Ayrica Karadeniz
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kentlerine 6zgii yerellik algisi, gérece homojen toplumsal yap1 ve giiclii aidiyet sdylemleri, ‘6teki’nin
nasil tanimlandigimi ve smirlarin hangi sosyo-kiiltiirel dinamikler iizerinden kuruldugunu analiz
etmeye elverisli bir zemin sunmaktadir. Bu yoniiyle Samsun 6rnegi, Tiirkiye’de gog literatiiriinde
agirlikli olarak metropoller ve sinir illeri lizerinden yiiriitiilen ¢alismalar1 tamamlayici nitelikte olup,
orta dlgekli kentlerde yerel halk algilarinin nasil inga edildigine dair 6zgiin ve karsilastirmali bir katki
sunmay1 amaglamaktadir.

Bu ¢aligma, ev sahibi toplum—miilteci iligkilerini esas olarak sosyal kimlik ve taninma ekseni
iizerinden analiz etmektedir. Yerli halkin Suriyeli siginmacilara yonelik algilari, yalnizca ekonomik
rekabet ya da giivenlik kaygilar gercevesinde degil; kimlerin mesru, kabul edilebilir ve “bizden”
saylldigina dair normatif degerlendirmeler iizerinden sekillenmektedir. Bu baglamda taninma,
yalnizca hukuki statii ya da resmi vatandaslikla sinirl bir siire¢ degil; giindelik karsilasmalar, ahlaki
yargilar ve sembolik siirlar araciligryla isleyen ¢ok katmanli bir toplumsal mekanizma olarak ele
almmaktadir. Vatandaglik ve ahlaki sinirlar literatiirii ise bu c¢alismada, taninma siireglerinin
kurumsal ve giindelik diizeylerde nasil sinirlandigini anlamaya imkéan veren tamamlayici analitik
araclar olarak kullanilmaktadir.

Bu ¢aligma, Samsun kentinde yasayan yerli halkin Suriyeli siginmacilara yonelik algilarma,
giindelik hayatta kurulan temaslar iizerinden anlamayi amacglamaktadir. Arastirma, yerli halkin
Suriyelilerle kurdugu iliskilerin hangi zihinsel, kiiltiirel ve sosyal ¢erceveler icerisinde sekillendigini;
bu algilarin giivenlik, ekonomi, kiiltiirel yakinlik/mesafe ve birlikte yasam deneyimleri baglaminda
nasil iiretildigini incelemektedir. Bu dogrultuda ¢alisma, gog literatiiriinde uzun siire ihmal edilmis
olan “ev sahibi toplum” perspektifini merkeze alarak, orta dlgekli bir kent 6rnegi iizerinden yerel
diizeyde toplumsal algilarin nasil kurulduguna dair nitel bir ¢6ziimleme sunmay1 hedeflemektedir.

Yontem

Bu caligsmada, go¢ olgusunun karmasik ve ¢ok boyutlu yapisini derinlemesine anlamak
amactyla nitel arastirma yontemi kullanilmistir. Niteliksel arastirma tasarimi, bireylerin
deneyimledikleri sosyal olgulara dair anlamlarini, yorumlarin1 ve bu baglamdaki etkilesimlerini
cOziimlemeye olanak sagladigi icin tercih edilmistir. Nitel ¢alisma, bir taraftan arastirmacinin belli
bir konuda derinlemesine bilgilere ulagsmasini miimkiin kilarken diger taraftan da goriisme yapilan
kisilerin iginde bulunduklar1 baglami nasil ve ne sekilde anlamlandirdiklarini igeriden kavrama
imkan1 saglamaktadir (Neuman, 2014, s.240-241). Arastirma, anlama ve yorumlamaya dayali
yorumlayic1 paradigma cergevesinde tasarlanmis; bireylerin giindelik deneyimlerini kendi anlam
diinyalan igerisinden ¢6ziimlemeyi hedeflemistir. Bu yaklasim, sosyal gercekligin yerel diizeyde
nasil kurgulandigimi ve hangi anlam diinyalar i¢inde sekillendigini ortaya koymada etkilidir.

Tirkiye’nin Karadeniz bolgesinin sosyokiiltiirel agidan dinamik kentlerinden biri olan
Samsun, 2011 yilinda baslayan Suriye i¢ savasi sonrasi yogunlasan zorunlu go¢ hareketleriyle
birlikte 6nemli bir Suriyeli niifusu agirlayan merkezlerden biri héline gelmistir. Kentteki Suriyeli
niifusun 2021 yili itibariyla 6510 kayitli kisiye ulagsmasi, Samsun’un toplam niifusu dikkate
alindiginda disiik bir orana karsilik gelse de, bu niifusun kentin belirli bolgelerinde yogunlagmasi ve
yerel halkla giindelik yasam pratikleri i¢inde siirekli etkilesim halinde bulunmasi, kiiltiirlerarasi
temasin niteligini artirmaktadir. Ozellikle Samsun’un kent merkezinde bulunan ilkadim, Atakum ve
Canik ilgeleri, gogmenlerin yogunlastig1 bolgeler arasinda yer almakta ve bu durum, yerli halk ile
gecici koruma statiisiindeki Suriyeli siginmacilar arasinda dogrudan sosyal etkilesimi artirmaktadir.
Dolayisiyla, bu calisma Samsun’un flkadim, Atakum ve Canik ilgelerinde yasayan yerel halkin
Suriyeli miiltecilere dair diisiince, inang, 6nyargi, tutum ve davraniglarini nitel ve ¢ok boyutlu bir
yaklagimla ortaya koymay1 hedeflemektedir. Arastirmanin temel konusu, Samsun'daki yerel halkin
Suriyeli siginmacilara yonelik bakis agisini ¢ok boyutlu bir sekilde incelemektir. Bu cergevede
calismanin genel amaci, Samsun halkinin Suriyelilere yonelik algilarini, bu algilar sekillendiren
temel faktorleri ve kiiltiirlerarasi etkilesim pratiklerini anlamak ve analiz etmektir. Aragtirmanin bu
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temel amaci, yerel halkin Suriyelilere yonelik sahip oldugu 6nyargi, stereotip ve sorun alanlarin
belirlemek; giindelik yasamda ortaya ¢ikan uyum, toplumsallagma, ekonomi, giivenlik ve kiiltiirel
catisma gibi meseleleri yerel halkin perspektifinden betimlemek; elde edilen nitel bulgular 1s181nda
birlikte yasamaya yonelik toplumsal farkindalig1 artiracak oneriler gelistirmek ve sosyal politika
siireclerine katki saglamak gibi alt amaglar dogrultusunda derinlestirilmistir. Bu baglamda
aragtirmanin problemi, Suriyeli sigimmacilarin Samsun halkinin zihninde nasil konumlandigi, hangi
sosyo-kiiltiirel dinamiklerle iliskilendirildigi ve bu algilarin toplumsal uyum siireclerini nasil
etkiledigi sorularmma dayanmaktadir. Goc¢menlerle yerli halk arasinda yasanan giindelik
karsilagsmalar, mekansal paylagim bigimleri, ekonomik rekabet algisi, kiiltiirel farklar ve giivenlik
gibi meseleler arastirmanin problem alanini olusturmaktadir. Bu calisma, kitlesel gociin ardindan
ortaya ¢ikan yerel tepkileri anlamaya, miiltecilerin Tiirkiye toplumundaki kabul edilis bi¢imlerini
coziimlemeye ve yerel halkin algilarindaki kirilma noktalarini goriiniir kilmaya yonelik nitel bir ¢caba
sunmaktadir. Ayrica, gd¢ sosyolojisi literatiiriine Samsun gibi gorece az ¢alisilmis kentler lizerinden
katki sunmay1 da hedeflemektedir. Bu arastirmanin temel amaci, Samsun’daki yerel halkin Suriyeli
siginmacilara yonelik algilarin1 ve bu algilart sekillendiren sosyo-kiiltiirel dinamikleri nitel bir
perspektifle analiz etmektir. Bu ger¢evede calisma, yerel halkin Suriyelilere iliskin 6nyargi, stereotip
ve sorun algilarini; giindelik yasamda ortaya ¢ikan uyum, kiiltiirlerarasi etkilesim, ekonomik rekabet
ve giivenlik gibi temalar {izerinden ele almaktadir. Arastirmanin problematigi, Suriyeli
siginmacilarin Samsun halkinin zihninde nasil konumlandirildigi, bu konumlandirmalarin hangi
toplumsal deneyimler ve mekansal karsilagsmalar araciligryla iiretildigi ve s6z konusu algilarin
toplumsal uyum siire¢lerini nasil etkiledigi sorularina dayanmaktadir. Bu baglamda calisma, kitlesel
gbc¢ sonrasinda yerel diizeyde ortaya ¢ikan tepkileri goriiniir kilmayi, yerli halk—miilteci iligkilerinin
giindelik hayattaki kirilma noktalarini analiz etmeyi ve elde edilen bulgular iizerinden birlikte yagami
destekleyici sosyal politika tartismalarina katki sunmay1 amaglamaktadir.

Arastirmanin evrenini Samsun ilinde yasayan yerli halk olusturmaktadir. Orneklem, amagli
ornekleme tekniklerinden “maksimum cesitlilik 6rneklemesi” yontemiyle belirlenmistir. Bu teknik,
belirli bir sosyal olguya farkli perspektiflerden bakan bireyleri ¢calismaya dahil ederek olgunun ¢ok
boyutlu sekilde anlagilmasini amaglamaktadir. Bu kapsamda; yas, cinsiyet, egitim diizeyi, meslek,
Suriyelilerle fiziksel yakinlik gibi demografik ve sosyolojik degiskenler dikkate alinmig; Samsun’un
iic merkezi ilgesi olan Atakum, ilkadim ve Canik’te goriismeler gerceklestirilmistir. Katilimcilar,
Suriyeli gégmenlerin giindelik yasamda daha yogun sekilde varlik gdsterdigi mahallelerde ikamet
eden bireylerden secilmistir. Goriismelerin, 6zellikle Suriyeli siginmacilarin daha goriiniir oldugu
mekanlarda yapilmasi, fiziksel temasin ve mekansal kargilagmalarin etkisini gézlemlemeye olanak
tanimistir. Arastirmada 15 katilimei ile derinlemesine goriisme yapilmistir. Katilimer sayisi, nitel
arastirmalarda siklikla bagvurulan teorik doygunluk ilkesi dogrultusunda belirlenmistir. Gérlismeler
ilerledikce, ozellikle giivenlik algisi, ekonomik rekabet, kiiltiirel mesafe ve giindelik temas
bigimlerine iliskin anlatilarin tekrar etmeye basladigi; yeni kavramsal temalarin ortaya ¢ikmadigi
gbzlemlenmistir. Bu agamadan sonra yapilan ek goriismeler, mevcut temalart derinlestirmis ancak
yeni bir analitik kategori liretmemistir. Bu nedenle saha siireci 15 katilimci ile sinirlandirilmustir.

Katilimcilar, Samsun’da yasayan yerli halk arasindan farkli sosyodemografik 6zellikleri
temsil edecek sekilde secilmistir. Goriisiilen kisiler arasinda kadin ve erkek katilimcilar, farkli
meslek gruplarinda ¢alisan bireyler (6zel sektor, esnaf, issiz, emekli vb.) ve farkli gelir diizeylerine
sahip kisiler yer almaktadir. Bu ¢esitlilik, Suriyeli siginmacilara yonelik algilarin tek tip bir toplumsal
konumdan degil, farkli deneyim ve yasam kosullarindan beslenen ¢ok katmanli bir yapiya sahip
oldugunu ortaya koymayir amaglamaktadir. Caligmada bu degiskenler bagimsiz karsilastirma
kategorileri olarak degil, algilarin olusumunu baglamsal olarak anlamaya yardimci analitik arka plan
unsurlari olarak degerlendirilmistir.

Arastirmada veri toplama teknigi olarak yar1 yapilandirilmis derinlemesine goriisme teknigi
benimsenmistir. Derinlemesine goriismeler, katilimcilarin kendi anlatilariyla giindelik deneyimlerini
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ve bu deneyimlere yiikledikleri anlamlar1 dile getirmelerine olanak tanir. Bu yodntem, sosyal
gercekligin yerel diizeyde nasil kurgulandigini ve hangi anlam diinyalar1 i¢inde sekillendigini ortaya
koymada etkilidir (Kumar, 2011; Punch, 2005). Gorlisme formu, arastirmanin kavramsal ¢ercevesine
dayali olarak hazirlanmis ve esnek bir yapida diizenlenmistir. Bu yapi, goriisme sirasinda
kattlimcilarin anlatilarina goére sorularin yeniden sekillendirilmesine imkan vermistir. Her bir
katilimciyla yaklagik 45 ila 60 dakika arasinda siiren derinlemesine goriismeler yapilmistir.
Katilimcilardan etik onam alinmig; goriismeler ses kayit cihazi ile kaydedilmis ve daha sonra
arastirmaci tarafindan desifre edilmistir. Katilimcilarin kimlik bilgileri gizli tutulmus ve etik ilkelere
tam uyum saglanmistir. Tiim veriler anonimlestirilmis, taninabilir higbir kisisel bilgi calismaya dahil
edilmemistir. Arastirmada elde edilen nitel veriler, anlama ve yorumlamaya dayali yorumlayici
paradigma cergcevesinde icerik analizi ydntemiyle c¢oziimlenmistir. Analiz siireci, Onceden
belirlenmis temalara dayali bir siniflandirma yerine, veriye duyarli ve tiimevarimsal bir yaklagimla
yiiriitiilmiistiir. [lk asamada goriisme kayitlar1 kelimesi kelimesine ¢dziimlenmis, metinler defalarca
okunarak katilimci ifadelerinde tekrar eden anlam Oriintiileri belirlenmistir. Bu asamada acgik
kodlama yapilmig; katilimcilari Suriyeli siginmacilara iligkin algilarini yansitan ifadeler, giivenlik,
ekonomi, kiiltiirel temas, glindelik karsilagmalar, aidiyet ve toplumsal mesafe gibi igeriklere gore
kodlanmustir. Ikinci asamada, benzer anlamlar iceren kodlar bir araya getirilerek alt temalar
olusturulmus; bu alt temalar, yerel halkin algilarim1 daha st diizeyde agiklayabilecek tematik
gerceveler altinda yeniden diizenlenmistir. Tema belirleme siirecinde, kodlarin yalnizca sikligi degil,
katilime1 anlatilarindaki baglamsal vurgu ve gerekgelendirme bicimleri de dikkate alinmistir. Nihai
temalar, katilimci sdylemlerinin biitiinliigiinii koruyacak sekilde, arastirmanin temel problem
alanlartyla iligkilendirilmis; temalarin her biri dogrudan alintilarla desteklenerek yorumlanmistir. Bu
sayede arastirmaci yorumu ile katilimci anlatisi arasindaki ayrim korunmus; temalarin veriden
tiiretilen analitik yapilar olmasi gozetilmistir. Analiz siireci, yeni goriismelerden elde edilen verilerin
mevcut kod ve temalar1 tekrar etmesiyle teorik doygunluga ulasildig1 noktada sonlandirilmistir.

Arastirma kapsaminda elde edilen veriler, yorumlayici paradigma ve igerik analizi yoluyla
¢cOziimlenmis; bulgularin sunumunda ise nitel arastirma gelenegine uygun bi¢cimde betimsel analiz
tekniginden yararlanilmistir. Bu yaklagimda, katilimcilarin ifadelerine dogrudan yer verilerek
verilerin baglamsal 6zgiinliigli korunmustur. Kiimbetoglu (2022, 154)’nun belirttigi gibi, betimsel
analizde goriismecilerin ifadeleri, kullanilan dil, semboller ve benzetmeler {izerinden tanimlayici bir
cOziimleme yapilir. Bu dogrultuda veriler, ortak temalar etrafinda gruplanmis, belirli kategoriler
olusturulmus ve nitel arastirmalarin dogasina uygun olarak ¢éziimlemeler yapilmigtir. Arastirmaci,
refleksivite ilkesine bagl kalarak 6znelliginin farkinda olmus ve verileri kendi Onyargilarindan
bagimsiz degerlendirmeye 6zen gostermistir. I¢ gegerliligi artirmak amaciyla bulgularin sunumunda
katilimcilardan dogrudan alintilara siklikla yer verilmistir. Bulgular, bes ana tema etrafinda
yapilandirilmistir: glindelik hayatta temas ve toplumsal mesafe; kiiltiirel sinirlar ve uyum; ekonomik
algilar ve kaynak rekabeti; glivenlik ve medya; kalicilik ve vatandaglik. Simsek ve Yildirim’in (2005)
vurguladig1 iizere, bu yontemle kavramsal ¢erceve ve arastirma sorulari 1s18inda veriler sistematik
bi¢imde simiflandirilmis ve yorumlanmustir. Bu ¢alisma, Samsun Universitesi Bilimsel Arastirma
Projeleri (BAP) kapsaminda yiiriitiilen bir aragtirmanin verilerine dayanmaktadir. S6z konusu proje
i¢in Samsun Universitesi Etik Kurulu'nun 16.07.2021 tarihli, 15. oturum ve 26 sayili karariyla etik
onay alinmigtir.

Bulgular ve Tartisma

Samsun, son yillarda Suriye’den gelen gecici sigmmacilarin 6nemli oranda yerlestigi
Karadeniz sehirlerinden biri héline gelmistir. Bu durum, kentin sosyal dokusunu, giindelik hayat
pratiklerini ve toplumsal algilarin1 dogrudan etkilemektedir. Go¢gmen niifusun artigi, yalnizca
demografik yapry1 degil, ayn1 zamanda kentteki ekonomik iligkileri, kiiltiirel etkilesim bi¢imlerini ve
kamusal alanin kullanimin1 da dondstiirmiistiir. Bu baglamda, go¢men ve yerel halk arasindaki
giindelik temas bigimleri, toplumsal mesafe diizeyi ve karsilikli uyum pratikleri kentin yeni
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sosyolojik dinamiklerini anlamada kritik bir 6nem tagimaktadir. Yapilan saha goriismeleri, Samsun
halkinin Suriyeli gecici siginmacilara dair algisin1 ¢oziimlemek; bu alginin sosyal etkilesim,
toplumsal mesafe, kiiltiirel uyum ve gelecek beklentileri {izerinden nasil bigimlendigini ortaya
koymak acisindan degerli veriler sunmaktadir. Katilimecilarin ifadeleri, hem yerel halkin gog
olgusuna yiikledigi anlamlari hem de birlikte yasama kiiltiiriine dair karsilikli sinirlarin nasil inga
edildigini anlamak bakimindan 6nemli ipuglar saglamaktadir. Arastirma kapsaminda goriisme
yapilan katilimcilarin demografik profili asagidaki tabloda verilmistir.

Tablo 1: Katilimci Profili

Participant Code Yas Cinsiyet Medeni Durum Egitim
K1 28 E Bekar Lisans
K2 38 K Evli On Lisans
K3 50 E Evli Ilkokul
K4 43 K Bekar Lise

K5 61 K Evli Lise

K6 66 E Evli Lisans

K7 49 K Evli Lise

K8 20 K Bekar Lise

K9 24 E Bekar Lisans
K10 23 K Bekar Lisans
K11 34 E Bekar Lisans
K12 32 K Bekar Lise

K13 24 E Bekar On Lisans
K14 44 E Evli Lise

K15 53 E Evli Lise

Temal: Giindelik Hayatta Temas ve Toplumsal Mesafe

Bu temada, yerel halk ile Suriyeli gé¢menler arasindaki hem fiziksel hem de sembolik
karsilagsmalari, bu karsilasmalarin sosyal mesafe, kiiltiirel sinirlar ve goriiniirlilk-gerilim ekseninde
nasil sekillendigini ¢oziimlemeyi amaglamaktadir. Giindelik yasamda karsilagsma, yalnizca mekéansal
kesisimlerle sinirli olmayip, bireylerin “6tekini” nasil tanimladigi ve konumlandirdigi iizerinden
sekillenmektedir.

Kategori 1: Kamusal Alanda Temasin Niteligi

Gorligmeye katilanlarin neredeyse tamami, Suriyelilerle ¢esitli kamusal alanlarda -pazar
yerleri, toplu tagima araclari, parklar, aligveris merkezleri- siklikla karsilastiklarini ifade etmektedir.
Ancak bu karsilagsmalar, ¢ogunlukla fiziksel bir arada bulunusa dayanmakta, sosyal biitiinlesmeyi ve
anlamli bir etkilesimi pekistirecek nitelikten uzak kalmaktadir. Goriisme yapilan katilimcilardan
birinin ifadesi bu durumu net bir sekilde 6zetlemektedir:

Pazarda, otobiiste, okulda... Cogu yerde karsilasiyoruz ama bir iletisim yok. Bir selam
bile yok ¢cogu zaman. Herkes kendi halinde (K2, Onlisans, 38).

Bu ifade, temasin varligina ragmen duygusal ya da sosyal bir yakinlagmanin
gerceklesmedigini, gostermektedir. Bireyler, ayn1 kamusal mekanda fiziksel olarak bulunsalar da,
birbirlerini bilingli bir sekilde gérmezden gelmekte, tanimamakta ve sosyal bir bag kurmaktan
kaginmaktadirlar. Baska bir katilimc1 ise mesafenin bir anlamda diglama ile birlestigini belirtir:

Onlar bir arada takiltyor hep. Bizle karigsmiyorlar. Sokaklarda, caddelerde onlar1 gormek
beni son derece rahatsiz ediyor. Davraniglarindan, hitaplarindan, yaklasimlarindan
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tavirlarindan dolay1 onlardan rahatsiz oluyorum. Bir de ben Arap toplumunu hi¢ sevmem.
Bu da bir etken oluyor herhalde (K6 Universite, 66).

Burada kullanilan “biz” ve “onlar” ayrimi, yalnizca aidiyetin degil, giindelik pratiklerin de
nasil kutuplastigin1 gostermektedir. Suriyelilerin Samsun'un merkez il¢elerinde yogunlagmasi, yerel
halk ile dogrudan sosyal etkilesimi artirsa da ayn1 zamanda mekansal bir ayrismaya yol agmaktadir.
Suriyeliler, genellikle daha uygun kiralarin bulundugu yoksul semtlerde ikamet etmeyi tercih
etmekte ve bu bolgelerde kendi aralarinda yogun bir dayanisma ve yardimlasma ag1 kurmaktadirlar.
Bu durum, gé¢ sonrasi yabancilik cekmemek ve kendi kiiltiirel pratiklerini siirdiirebilmek adina bir
"taktik" olarak islev gdrse de yerel halkin Suriyelilerin yasadigi mahallelerden ve sik kullandiklar
kamusal alanlardan kaginmasina neden olmakta ve kent i¢inde bir ayrigma yaratmaktadir.

Suriyeli niifusun kamusal alandaki artan goériiniirliigii, yerel halkta zaman zaman rahatsizlik
ve toplumsal huzurun bozuldugu hissine yol agmistir. Bu durum, géciin sadece politik degil, ayni
zamanda giindelik hayata niifuz eden sosyolojik bir mesele oldugunu gostermektedir. Bir katilimci
bu durumu soyle ifade etmektedir:

Evet, her yerdeler. Nereye donsek ortalikta zaten, yani rastlamamak miimkiin degil.
Direkt onlardan ¢ogu. Ben kendi insanimdan ¢ok onlart gériiyorum ve onlarin siirekli
dogum yapmasindan rahatsizim (K7, Lise, 49).

Bu yargilar yerel halkin zihninde yabancinin, bir “diizen bozma potansiyeli” tagiyan “olagan
stipheli” olarak konumlandigini gézler oniine sermektedir.

Buna karsin, bazi katilimcilar Suriyeli siginmacilart giinliik hayatin olagan akisi icerisinde
daha nétr veya olumlu bir bakis agistyla degerlendirmektedir. Bir katilimecinin bu konuda goriisleri
su sekildedir:

Yani geneline baktigimizda ben bir yaramazlik gérmiiyorum. Bir iki defa yolda giderken
kavgalarina rast geldim ama o da istisnalar kaideyi bozmaz diye diisliniiyorum. Kars1
komsum var Suriyeli, iyi anlastyoruz, muhabbet ediyoruz. lyi insanlar gordiigiim
kadariyla. Bir iki defa gencglerden kavgalarina denk geldim. Ama onun disinda Samsun
icin Suriyelilerin bir sikint1 oldugunu diisiinmiiyorum (K11, Universite, 36).

Bu ifadeler kentteki alginin tek boyutlu olmadigimi ve kisisel deneyimlerin bakis agisini
sekillendirdigini ortaya koymaktadir.

Kategori 2: Cocuklar Uzerinden Kurulan Temasin Ikircikli Dogasi

Temasin bir diger 6nemli boyutu, 6zellikle egitim kurumlar1 araciligtyla ¢ocuklar {izerinden
kurulan iligkilerdir. Katilimcilar, Suriyeli ¢ocuklarla ayni simifta olan kendi ¢ocuklarmin bu
durumdan etkilendigini ya da temasin ¢ocuklar arasinda yetigkinlere kiyasla daha kolay ve 6nyargisiz
bir sekilde gergeklestigini belirtmektedirler. Bir katilimcinin bu konuda goriisleri su sekildedir:

Bence bir sikint1 yok. Aldiklari egitim Tiirk¢e oldugu miiddetge, illa Tirkge de almak da
zorunda degiller. Tabiki herkesin bir hak hiirriyeti var ama siginmaci ise benim
iilkemdeki kurallara gore yasayacaklar. Cocugum olmus olsa ayni okulda okumalarini
isterim istemem konusunda istemem diyemem (K3, Tlkokul, 50).

Baz1 katilimcilar ise ¢ocuklarin arkadas edinme konusunda olumlu degerlendirmelerde
bulunarak soyle soylemektedir:

Tabii ki tercih ederdim. Ciinkii hepimiz Allah'in kullartyiz. Hi¢ kimseyi kiigiimsememeliyiz.
Bir insan hangi irktan olursa olsun kétii biri mi iyi biri mi ona bakmaliyiz. Yani sirf insanlar buraya
kabul edildiler diye iglerinde ¢iiriik yumurtalar var diye yani affedersin sapigi iste tecaviizciisii var
diye iclerinde yiizde 5’lik yiizde 10’luk kismu ¢iiriik diye biitlin Suriyelilere bunu mal edersek biz
hem giinaha girmis oluruz hem de bu insanlara eziyet yapmis oluruz (Katilimci11, Universite, 34).
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Katilimcinin bu gozlemi Allport’un (1954) “olumlu temas hipotezi’nin potansiyelini
destekler niteliktedir. Yapilan aragtirmalar, gruplar aras1 temasin 6nyargiy1 azaltma, olumlu tutumlar
gelistirme konusunda etkili olduguna yonelik bilgi saglamaktadir. Temas hipotezi ve gruplar arasi
temas kurami, grup iiyeleri arasinda dogrudan, gercek bir temasin etkili olacagini belirtmektedir.
Katilimcilar genel olarak ¢ocuklarin egitimi s6z konusu oldugunda daha esitlik¢i davranig ve soylem
gelistirdikleri goriilmektedir. Esit statiideki bireyler arasinda, ortak hedeflere yonelik ve kurumsal
destekle gerceklesen temasin, 6nyargilarin kirilmasinda ve gruplar arast iligkilerin iyilestirilmesinde
daha etkili olabilecegi diisiiniilmektedir. Cocuklarin yetiskinlere kiyasla daha az yerlesik ényargilara
sahip olmasi, bu tiir olumlu etkilesimlerin filizlenmesi igin uygun bir zemin sunmaktadir. Buna
karsin, bazi katilimcilar gocuklar tizerinden kurulan bu temasin, kendi kiiltiirel ve sosyal sinirlarinin
asilabilecegine dair derin endiseler tagimaktadir.

Benim ¢ocuklarimla Suriyelilerin ¢ocuklarinin ayni okula gitmesi ¢ocuklarin ahlaki
degerlerini bozar (K6, Universite, 66).

Katilimcinin daha temkinli ve mesafeli ifadesi, bu endiseyi agik¢a ortaya koymaktadir. Bu
ifade, temasin bir yandan bir “bulasma” riski, bir tiir kiiltiirel “kirlenme” olarak algilandigini ve
sosyal mesafenin ayn1 zamanda bir kiiltiirel homojenlik anlayisiyla da yakindan baglantili oldugunu
gostermektedir. Dolayisiyla, ¢ocuklar {izerinden kurulan temas, hem bir yakinlasma potansiyeli hem
de mevcut sinirlart koruma ve yeniden iiretme c¢abasi arasinda salinan gerilimli bir nitelik
tasimaktadir.

Kategori 3: Goriiniirliik, Belirsizlik ve "Akiskan Yabanc1" Algisi

Bazi katilimeilar, Suriyelilerin sehirdeki fiziksel varliginin “fazlasiyla goriiniir” oldugunu
vurgulamaktadir. Bu goriiniirliik, yalnizca sayisal bir fazlalig1 degil, ayn1 zamanda psikososyal bir
mevcudiyeti, yerlesik diizen ve rutinler {izerinde bir tiir “bozucu etki’yi de ima etmektedir. Bir
katilimcinin su ifadeleri bunu destekler niteliktedir:

Evet. Cok fazla rastliyorum. Bir tane Suriyeli komsum var. Cok kalabaliklar. Kimin kim
oldugunu bile bilmiyorum. Sadece onlart siirekli goriiyorum. Selamlastigimiz bile yok
(K1, Universite, 28).

Bu tiir tanimlamalar gosteriyor ki Suriyelilerin, ne tam anlamziyla yerel toplumun bir pargasi
ne de tamamen disaridan ve tanimlanabilir bir “6teki” konumundadir; arada bir yerde, belirsiz ve
gecici bir statiide tutulmaktadirlar. Bu “arada kalmiglik” hali, hem Suriyeliler i¢in bir kimlik ve
aidiyet belirsizligi yaratmakta hem de yerel halk i¢in bir tiir sosyal ve kiiltiirel ongoriilemezlik
kaynagi olusturmaktadir. Bir bagka katilimcinin su ifadeleri ise bu “yakin ama uzak” olma hissiyatini
ve bunun yarattig1 gerilimi agikca ortaya koymaktadir:

Bizim binamizda ¢ok var. Bunlar gece sabahlara kadar hi¢ uyumazlar. Sabahlara kadar
konusurlar, giiriiltii ses. Ama giindiizleri de ortadan kaybolurlar. Boyle bir sikintimiz var
bunlarda? Kapida gordiik mii selamlagabiliyoruz bagka bir diyalogumuz yok. Aramizda
hep bir mesafe var (K13, Yiiksekokul, 24).

Bu durum, Bauman’in modern kentteki “akiskan yabanci” kavramiyla uyumludur. Yabanci,
“fiziksel olarak yakin ama zihinsel olarak uzaktir (Bauman, 1998: 188) ve kentte bireylerde siirekli
bir belirsizlik yaratir; “ne dost ne diisman ya da her ikisi” olarak algilanir (2003: 77). Bu nedenle
insanlar, Goffman’in “sivil dikkatsizlik” teknigiyle yabanciy1r gérmezden gelerek yan yana yasar
(Bauman, 2004: 79). Ancak bu pratikler yabanciy1 marjinallestirir. Mansson’un (Akt. Baser & Hiilir,
2015: 400) belirttigi gibi, yabanci toplumsal yasamda dislanan bir smifin iiyesi haline gelir.
Suriyelilerin kent mekanmda “gériiniir ama yabanc1” olarak algilanmalar1 da bu dinamigin giincel
yansimasidir; siirekli temas edilen ama igsellestirilemeyen Gtekiler olarak toplumsal gerilim ve
mesafe iiretirler.
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Kategori 4: “Biz-Onlar” Séyleminin Giinliik Dilde insas1

Kamusal alandaki temasin niteligi, aym zamanda etnik sinirlarin nasil ¢izildigini ve
korundugunu da ortaya koymaktadir. Bir katilimcinin:

Olumsuz etkiliyor. Sokaklarda, caddelerde onlart gormek beni son derece rahatsiz ediyor.
Ozellikle ana yollarda trafik 1siklarinda siirekli Suriyelilerle karsilastyoruz. Bu beni
olumsuz etkiliyor. Davranislarindan, hitaplarindan, yaklasimlarindan tavirlarindan dolay1
rahatsiz oluyorum. Bir de ben Arap toplumunu hi¢ sevmem (K6, Universite, 66).

Seklindeki ifadesi, mesafenin pasif bir kayitsizliktan 6te, aktif bir dislama mekanizmasiyla
birlesebilecegini gostermektedir. Burada kullanilan keskin “biz” ve “onlar” ayrimi, giiclii bir sekilde
kendini gostermektedir. Katilimcilarin sdylemlerinde Suriyelilerin “kendi iclerinde kalmalar1” ve
“yerel halkla karismamalar1” yoniindeki ifadeler, bu sinirlarin hem Suriyeliler tarafindan hem de
yerel halk tarafindan farkli motivasyonlarla da olsa korundugunu diisiindiirmektedir. Bu durum,
sadece aidiyet duygusunun degil, ayn1 zamanda giindelik pratiklerin ve sosyal aglarin da nasil etnik
ve kiiltirel c¢izgilerle kutuplastigini, yabancilastigini ¢arpict bir bicimde gdstermektedir.
Katilimcilarin bu konudaki goriisleri su sekildedir:

Onlar ¢ok farkli. Yasayislari, konusmalari, her seyleri bagka. Bizim gibi degiller (K5,
Lise, 61).

Evet, her yerdeler. Nereye donsek ortalikta zaten, yani rastlamamamk miimkiin degil.
Direk onlardan ¢ogu. Ben kendi insanimdan ¢ok onlar1 gériiyorum ve onlarin siirekli
dogum yapmasindan rahatsizim (K7, Lise, 49).

Cok fazla Suriyeli’ye rastliyorum. Bu beni kotii etkiliyor. Ciinkii bizim yasam
tarzimizdan ¢ok farklilar ve tilkemize de bir getirileri yok. Gotiiriileri daha ¢oktur (K14,
Lise, 44).

Temasin en kritik noktalarindan biri kiiltlirel farkliliklarin algilanis bigimidir. Katilimcilar,
Suriyelilerle dini veya geleneksel degerlere dayali yiizeysel bir benzerlik kabul etseler de,
derinlemesine ahlaki norm farkliliklar1 dislamaya neden olmaktadir. Katilimcilarin "Ahlak
anlayiglar1 farkli, o yiizden ¢ocuklarimla temas etsin istemiyorum" ve "Giyimleriyle, temizlik
aliskanliklar1 bizden ¢ok farkli" gibi ifadeleri, kiiltiirel farkliliklarin nasil "ahlaki tehdit" veya "d{izen
bozucu" olarak algilandigini1 gostermektedir. Bu durum, yerel halkin kendilerini "saygin, medeni,
temiz ve kibar" olarak nitelendirirken, Suriyelileri "kaba, kirli" olarak damgalamasma yol
acabilmektedir. Katilimcilarin asagidaki ifadeleri bu algiy1 desteklemektedir.

Cok kalabalik aileyle yasiyorlar. Pis goriiniiyorlar disaridan. Kendi apartmanindan 6rnek
veriyorum. Tabii ki onlari diisiinerek sdyliyorum. Cok kalabaliklar, pisler, siirekli
Rahatsiz edici kokular geliyor. Yaptiklart yemeklerden kiyafetlerine kadar temizlik
anlayisimizi tamamen farkli oldugunu diisiniiyorum. Ayni dinden olsak bile (K1,
Universite, 28).

Ben onlarla ayni1 lokantada yemek yemekten de nefret ediyorum. Pisler. Midem bulaniyor.
Herkesin midesi bulaniyor. Ve de ters ters bakiyorum. O da bana ters ters bakiyor (K7, Lise, 49).

Bir ahlak farklilig1 var. iki sohbet farklilig1 var. Ugiincii olarak ta kendi vatanimda onlarm
bu kadar asalak bir sekilde rahat yasamalarindan rahatsizim (K15, Lise, 53).

Suriyeli gogmenlerin, 6zellikle kadin katilimcilarin Tiirkge bilmemeleri, yerel halkla iletisim
kurmalarini zorlagtiran en biiyiik problemlerden biridir.

6-7 senedir Samsun'da yasayan insanlarin bile hala Arapca konusuyor olmasindan
rahatsiz oluyorum (K15, Lise, 53).

Dil engeli, yerel halk ve Suriyeliler arasindaki iletisimi sinirlamakta ve sosyal iliskilerin
ylizeysel kalmasina yol agmaktadir. Samsun’daki temas noktalar1 (kamusal alanlar, egitim kurumlari,
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cocuklar) biitiinlesmeden c¢ok toplumsal mesafe iiretmektedir. Yerel halk, Suriyelileri giindelik
yasamin parcasi olarak gorse de aidiyet ¢emberinin diginda tutmaktadir. Kiiltiirel farkliliklar ve
ahlaki norm algilari, “biz” ve “onlar” ayrimini pekistirirken, bazi katilimcilar Suriyelileri “topragini
savunmayan” ya da “vatan haini” olarak tanimlayarak kendi vatanseverliklerini yliceltmektedir. Bu
durum, Tajfel’in (1982) sosyal kimlik kuramina uygun bigimde karsit kimlikler iiretmekte; olumsuz
stereotiplerin yayilmasima zemin hazirlamaktadir. Ayrica medya temsilleri, olumsuz imgeleri
pekistirerek Suriyelilere yonelik su¢luluk algisini giiclendirmektedir.

Tema 2: Kiiltiirel Yakinlik, Toplumsal Ahlak ve Uyum Simirlari

Bu tema, yiizeysel benzerliklerin otesinde, toplumsal normlar, degerler ve yasam tarzi
farkliliklarinin, entegrasyon siireglerini nasil zorlastirdigini ve “biz-onlar” ayrimini nasil
pekistirdigini ortaya koymaktadir.

Kategori 1: "Ayni1 Dindeniz Ama...":

Caligmamizdaki bulgular, yerel halkin Suriyelilerle dini veya geleneksel degerler iizerinden
bir yakinlik kurma potansiyelini kabul etse de, bu yakinligin genellikle yiizeysel kaldigini ve
toplumsal-kiiltiirel pratiklerde belirgin sinirlar ¢izildigini gostermektedir. Katilimcilar, ayni dine
mensup olsalar dahi, Suriyelilerin yasam tarzi, temizlik anlayisi, giyimleri, davranislar ve 6zellikle
kadin-erkek iliskileri gibi konularda ciddi farkliliklar algilamaktadir.

Baz1 katilimcilar, kiiltiirel ya da dini benzerlikler {izerinden bir yakinlik kurulabilecegini
kabul etse de, bu yakinlik cogunlukla yiizeysel kalmakta, sosyokiiltiirel pratiklerde belirgin sinirlar
cizilmektedir. Bazi katilimcilar bu durumu soyle dile getirir:

Dinimiz bir, o ayr1, ama yagsama sekilleri ¢ok farkli. Bu da bizi onlara yakin hissettirmiyor
(K8, Lise, 20).

Bizimle ayn1 dine mensuplar ama sanki farkli bir diinyadan gibiler. Birlikte yasamak ¢ok
zor (K13, Yiiksekokul, 24).

Burada, kiiltiirel “yakinlik” vurgusu bir yandan kardeslik sdylemini igerirken, diger yandan
kiiltiirel “temasin” zorluklarina dikkat gekmektedir.

Kategori 2: Ahlaki Normlar Uzerinden Dislama

Katilimeilarin biiyiik bir kismi, Suriyeli go¢menleri ahlaki normlara aykir1 davranislarla
6zdeslestirme egilimindedir. Bu durum, yalnizca kiiltiirel farklilik algisini degil, ayn1 zamanda bir
tiir ahlaki tistlinliik kurma egilimini de barindirmaktadir.

Birgok yerde ahlaki kurallara uymadiklarini goriiyorum. Apartmanda ses yapiyorlar,
kadm erkek iliskileri ok rahat (Katilime13, Ilkokul, 50).

Bu tiir ifadeler, “bizim toplumumuzun degerleri” ile “onlarin yasayis bigimi” arasinda ahlaki
bir sinir koyma arzusunu yansitir. Durkheim’in (2019) toplumsal biitiinlesme kuraminda da belirttigi
gibi, ortak ahlaki degerler toplumun yapisini koruyan baglardir; bu degerlerin disina cikanlar
“anomi” yaratir.

Baska bir katilimci ise daha radikal bir yorumda bulunur:

Bizim gibi edep haya bilmiyorlar. Otobiiste, parkta kadin erkek oturuslari, davranislari
farkli. Bu beni rahatsiz ediyor (K6, Universite, 66).

Bu sdylemde ahlaki sinir ihlali, dogrudan toplumsal rahatsizlik olarak ¢ergevelenmekte ve
dislama gerekgesi haline gelmektedir.
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Kategori 3: Uyum Sinirlari: “Bizim Gibi Olurlarsa...”

Katilimcilar arasinda bazilari, Suriyelilerle uyumun ancak “bizim yasam tarzimiza adapte
olmalar1” ile miimkiin olabilecegini belirtmektedir. Bu goriis, asimilasyonu entegrasyonun 6n kosulu
olarak goren bir yaklasima isaret etmektedir.

Bir katilimce1 bu yaklagimi soyle ifade eder:

Bize uymaya ¢alisirlarsa, kurallara uyarlarsa bir sorun olmaz. Ama kendi kafalarina gore
yasamaya devam ederlerse bu miimkiin degil (K11, Universite, 34).

Uyum kavrami, ¢ogunlukla gd¢menin yerli kiiltiire tamamen entegre olmasi anlaminda
kullanilmakta ve bu durum Berry’nin uyum stratejilerinden asimilasyon ile ortiismektedir. Oysa
kiiltiirlesme arastirmalari, hem gé¢menlerin kendi kiiltiirlerini silirdiirlip stirdiirmemesi hem de yerli
toplumla etkilesim diizeyini dikkate alir (Berry, 1997; 2001; Sam, 2006). Arastirmalar, bu siirecte
gbcmenlerin yerli toplumdan daha fazla etkilendigini gostermektedir (Berry, 2001; Flaskerud, 2007).
Berry’nin iki boyutlu kiiltiirlesme modeli, asimilasyonun G&tesinde biitiinlesme, ayrilma ve
marjinallik stratejilerini de igerir. Bu nedenle uyumun yalnizca “asimilasyon”a indirgenmesi,
kiiltiirlesmenin karsiliklilik boyutunu goz ardi ederek siireci tek tarafli bir baski ve gerilim iligkisine
doniistiirmektedir.Baska bir katilimci ise uyum ihtimaline dair daha karamsar bir goriis sunar:

Yasanti higbir sekilde birbirine yakin goriinse de asla yakin degil. Kiiltiirlerimiz farkli.
Hig bir sekilde uyum gostereceklerini falan da zannetmiyorum. Gelen insan gittigi yere
adaptasyon saglamali. Ama onlar tam tersine burada kendi hayatlarini burada siirdiirmeye
calistyorlar. Iste bagrish cagrish vurdulu kirdili. Maalesef aynmi seyleri de burada
goriiyoruz diyebilirim (K3, ilkokul, 50).

Bu tiir soylemler, sosyal degisim ve entegrasyonun zamanla gelisen siire¢ler oldugunu goz
ardi ederek, statik bir 6teki kimligi yaratmaktadir.

Hayir kesinlikle. Cok fazla farklilik oldugunu diisiiniiyorum... Kendi iilkelerinde, kendi
kiiltiirlerinde daha rahat yasayabileceklerine inantyorum (K1 Universite, 28).

Katilimci, géogmenlerin kendi iilkelerinde yasamalarinin onlar i¢in daha rahat olacagini
savunarak, kiiltiirel benzerligin uyum ve huzur i¢in temel oldugunu diisiintiyor. Bu yaklagim, ev
sahibi toplumlarda ¢okkiiltiirliiliigiin sundugu olasiliklart ikinci plana atiyor ve kiiltiirel ayrismay1
mesrulastiran bir bakis agisin1 yansitiyor.

Baska bir katilimci ise;

Gecgmisten sanki varmig gibi goriinse de bana hi¢ yakin degil, Din disinda ¢ok biiyiik
farkliligin oldugunu diisiiniiyorum. Aile kiiltiir yapist vs. Bilmiyorum ama bize uyan bir
kiiltiir yapist yok. Cocuklarin yetisme tarziyla bizimkilerin yetisme tarzi arasinda
farkliliklar goriiyorum. Anne babalart ¢ocuklarini nasil sdyleyeyim affedersiniz bir
hayvan kdpek yavrusu gibi sokakta hos degil ama. Maalesef hi¢bir degerleri yok. Mesela
kadnlarin kiz gocugunun higbir degeri yok (K3, Ilkokul, 50).

Katilimcinin bu goriigii hem kiiltiirel farkliliklar1 hem de degerler {izerine insa edilen
onyargilari ortaya koymaktadir. Bu durum, Suriyeli siginmacilarin kendi iilkelerinde olusturduklari
“habitus”larini, yani sahip olduklari deger ve pratiklerini Tiirkiye’de de devam ettirme c¢abasinin
yerel halk tarafindan olumsuz karsilanmasiyla agiklanabilir.

Sonug olarak kiiltiirel yakinlik, ylizeyde bir aidiyet hissi yaratiyor gibi goriinse de, toplumsal
pratikler ve ahlaki normlar {izerinden derin sinirlar ¢izilmektedir. Katilimcilarin biiyiik ¢ogunlugu,
Suriyelileri “farkl1”, “uyumsuz” ve zaman zaman “ahlaki tehdit” olarak konumlandirmaktadir. Bu
durum, yalmzca kiiltiirel temasin sinirlarimi degil, ayn1 zamanda “biz kimiz, onlar kim?” sorusu

izerinden sekillenen bir toplumsal ayrigmay1 da ortaya koymaktadir.
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Tema 3: Ekonomik Algilar, Kaynak Rekabeti ve Isgiicii Gerilimi

Bu tema, Samsun’da yasayan yerli halkin Suriyeli gogmenlere yonelik ekonomik temelli
algilarini, 6zellikle isgiicii piyasasinda ve sosyal yardim mekanizmalarinda yasanan “algilanan
rekabet” ve “kaynak paylasimi” gerilimini ele almaktadir.

Kategori 1: isgiicii Rekabeti ve Diisiik Ucret Algist

Suriyeli gogmenlerin diisiik ticretle ¢aligmasi, yerli halkin ekonomik gilivencesini tehdit eden
bir unsur olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Bu durum, igverenlerin gogmen emegini tercih etmesiyle,
yerli iggiiciiniin ikincil plana atildigina dair bir alg1 yaratmaktadir.

Bir katilime1 bu rekabeti soyle dile getirmektedir:

Kendi halkimiz igsiz, ama Suriyeliler her yerde ¢alisiyor. Hem de yart fiyatina. Patronlar
da onlari tercih ediyor. Ciinkii bugiin gidin organize sanayiye bin bes yiiz lira {icretle, bin
lira ticretle yiizlerce Suriyeli ¢alistyor. Benim bildigim bir siirii is yerlerinde Suriyeliler
calistyor. Bu da istihdamu daha asagiya cekiyor (K6, Universite, 66).

Bu ifade, go¢men emeginin “emek somiiriisii” ile “yerli halkin diglanmasi1” arasinda iki yonlii
bir toplumsal gerilim iirettigini gostermektedir. Benzer sekilde bazi katiimcilarin goriisleri su
sekildedir:

Maddi olarak da az 6nce dedigim gibi ciizi rakamlara fahis rakamlara ¢aligtiklar1 ig¢in de
ben is bulamiyorum mesela. Hani benim arkadasim is bulamiyor. Bizimkiler 200 den
asag1 calismam diyor Suriyeli yiiz liraya ¢alisirim diyor. Adam onlar1 aliyor bu da bir
etkendir. Tabi ki yasama kosullarina baktigimizda buna bagl olarak issizlik sorununun
biliytdiigii, fikrine, kapiliyoruz. Ciinkii onlar 50 liraya 100 liraya galisirken bizim
insanimiza hak ettigi rakami vermiyor (K4, Lise 43).

Yani az iicretle ¢alistyorlar. Bizim insanlarimiz igsiz kaltyor. Bizim vatandasimiz yerine
onlari aliyorlar (K5, Lise, 61).

Katilimei ifadeleri, Suriyeli gd¢gmenlerin Samsun’daki ekonomik yasama etkisinin halk
tarafindan nasil algilandigina dair ¢arpici oriintiiler sunmaktadir. Bu baglamda, halk arasinda gégmen
varligimin 6zellikle yerel ekonomide olumsuz etkiler yarattigina dair gii¢li bir alginin varligr dikkat
cekmektedir. S6z konusu algi, cogunlukla gégmen emeginin giivencesizliginden ¢ok, yerli emegin
degersizlesmesi ekseninde sekillenmektedir. Bu sdylem, gd¢menlerin ucuz ve kayit disi isgiicii
olarak calismasimin yerli bireylerin ekonomik konumunu zayiflattigi yoniinde bir nedensellik
kurgusuna dayanmaktadir. Benzer bir nedensellik iligkisi, 6zellikle konut piyasasindaki degisim
baglaminda da belirginlesmektedir. Katilimcilar, kira artiglarini arz-talep dengesindeki bozulmalarla
birlikte dogrudan Suriyeli gogmenlere atfetmektedir. Bir katilimec1 konut sayisinin yetersizligi ve
buna karsilik artan gogmen talebi nedeniyle kiralarin ciddi bigimde yiikseldigini belirtmektedir:

Ev sayisi azaldi... bu da arzi arttirdig1 gibi talebi de arttirdi ve fiyatlarin dismesine sebep
oldu... En kotii evler bile... bin bes yiiz liraya ¢ikt1 (K1 Universite, 28).

Benzer sekilde bagka bir katilimer ise gdgmenlerin ¢ok sayida bireyin ayni evi paylasarak
yiiksek kira 6demeye razi olmalarinin, piyasa fiyatlarin1 dogrudan yukar ¢ektigini ifade etmektedir:

Yani bildigimiz sebeplerle 10 kisi 15 kisi ayn1 evde yasiyorlar ve 500 liralik yere 2000
lira veriyorlar. Otomatik fiyat yiikseliyor tabi (K9, Universite, 24).

Ancak bu yaygin alginin disinda kalan, gégmen varhigi ile kira artiglar arasinda nedensel bag
kurmayan katilimcilar da mevcuttur. Ornegin bir katilimcinin su ifadeleri kiralardaki yiikselisi
gbecmenlerden ziyade genel ekonomik dalgalanmalara baglamaktadir:
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Kiralar da yok ya kiralar su son enflasyon olaylarina kadar kiralar normal diizeydeydi
onlarla ilgili herhangi bir artis olmadi. Ondan sonrasinda son aylarda olan seyler kiralarda
artisa sebep oldu. Suriyelilere baglimiyorum konuyu (K8, Lise, 20).

Genel tablo itibaryla, goriismelerde ekonomik temelli hosnutsuzluklarin énemli bir boliimii,
Suriyeli gdgmenlerin kentteki varligiyla nedensel olarak iligkilendirilmekte; 6zellikle konut, is giicii
ve sosyal yardimlar gibi temel alanlarda yerli halkin “kayba ugradigi” yoniinde bir algi
iretilmektedir.

Kategori 2: Sosyal Yardimlar ve Ayricalik Algis

Saha goriismeleri, Samsun’da yasayan yerli halkin 6nemli bir boliimiiniin Suriyeli
gocmenlerin sosyal yardim programlarindan 6ncelikli ve ayricalikli bigimde yararlandig1 yoniinde
bir algiya sahip oldugunu gostermektedir. Katilimcilar, hem ekonomik yardimlar hem de egitim
olanaklar1 gibi sosyal hizmetlerde Suriyelilere pozitif ayrimcilik yapildigini diistinmektedir.

Bir katilimc1 gd¢gmenlerin aldigi yardimlar hakkinda kesin bilgiye sahip olmamakla birlikte,
kamuoyundaki yaygin kanaate dayanarak “yiiksek rakamlar” alindigin1 varsaydigini belirtmektedir:

Tam olarak bilmiyorum ne kadar aliyorlar? Belli bir iicret devlet tarafindan verildigini
biliyorum. Bu ¢ok yiiksek bir rakam. Yani totalde ¢ok yiiksek bir rakam aldiklarini
biliyorum. Yani duyuyorum. Ama tam emin degilim. Tiirkiye 6zellikle bu zor giinlerde
yani bu zor giinlerde onlara bir yerine kendimize ayirsak bu paray1 kendi vatandasina
harcasa egitim durumu bu kadar diismiisken sokaklarda bu kadar uyusturucu, kavga,
kiyamet, igsizlik varken Suriyelilere bu kadar para harcanmasini tabii ki tasvip etmiyorum
(K1, Universite, 28).

Bu tiir ifadeler, bilgi eksikliginin sosyal algilar {izerindeki etkisini ve sdylentiler araciligiyla
olusan 6nyargilarin yayginligim gostermektedir.

Bazi katilimcilar ise, sosyal yardimlarin dagitiminda 6nceligin yerli ihtiya¢ sahiplerine degil,
Suriyeli gégmenlere verildigini diisiinmekte ve bunu acikga bir adaletsizlik olarak tanimlamaktadir:

Haksizlik. Tiirk halkina yapilan haksizlik. Yani o kadar ihtiyaci olan insanlar var.
Tamdigim durumu ¢ok kotii olan insanlar var. Onceligin onlar olmast gerektigini
diisiiniiyorum. Daha sonra eger artarsa benden onlara verilsin (K3, Ilkokul, 50).

Diger bir katilime1 ise daha da ileri giderek, yardimlarla ilgili basvuru siireclerinde
Suriyelilerin sistematik olarak 6ne ¢ikarildigini ifade ederek olumsuz goriis beyan etmektedir:

Vallahi ¢ok iyi diigiinmiiyorum. Tamam yardim elbette ki Tiirk halkina da yapiliyor
durumu Maddi durumu, geliri olmayan insanlara da yapiyorlar evet ama dncelik olarak
onlar diistinliliiyor. Mesela bugiin 1 milyon bagvuru varsa bunun 800 bini Suriyeli
olduguna inaniyorum. Ciinkii hakkini bilmeyen, hakkii arayamayan bir¢ok magdur
varken Suriyeli orada bildigin kuyruk olusturuyor ve bu haklara da 6ncelik taniniyor (K4,
Lise 43).

Benzer bicimde, bagka bir katilimci da Suriyelilere taninan tiicretsiz {liniversite egitimi
hakkina dikkat ¢ekerek, bu imkanlarin yerli halktan esirgendigini ve bunun ciddi bir esitsizlik
duygusu dogurdugunu vurgulamaktadir:

Universitelerde iicretsiz okumalari, yani onlara verilen seyler... Haklar bizim kendi
halkimiza verilmiyor. Devlet her seyini veriyor bunlara. Ev kirasi, erzak yardimi. Bizden
daha iyi yastyorlar (K10 Universite, 23).

Bu tiir soylemler, vatandaglig1 yalnizca kiiltiirel aidiyet veya hukuki statii olarak degil, ayni
zamanda sosyal haklara erisim imkan iizerinden tanimlayan bir ¢erceveye dayanmaktadir. Suriyeli
gdcmenlerin ‘hak edilmemis refah’ icinde yasadigina dair algilar, yalnizca ekonomik diizlemde degil,
sembolik diizeyde de bir dislanma ve 6fke liretmektedir. Bu kiyaslamalar, gd¢gmenlere yonelik
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yalnizca bir rahatsizlik degil, ayn1 zamanda ‘bizden daha fazla hakka sahipler’ seklinde bir ayricalik
elestirisine doniigmektedir. Nitekim Bauman’a gdre miiltecilere yonelik hing, yalnizca yabancilara
duyulan geleneksel giivensizlikten degil, ayn1 zamanda prekaryanin elindeki toplumsal konum ve
imkanlar1 kaybetme korkusundan da beslenmektedir (Bauman, 2018, s.19).

Bu baglamda, Fraser’in (1997) “dagitim ve taninma adaleti” kurami da goriisme verilerinin
coziimlemesinde 6nemli bir kuramsal ara¢ sunmaktadir. Fraser’a gore adalet yalnizca kaynaklarin
adil dagitimiyla degil, ayn1 zamanda sosyal kimliklerin ve gruplarin taninmasiyla miimkiindiir.
Ancak bu iki boyut arasindaki dengesizlik, 6zellikle diisiik gelirli yerli gruplarda, “yanlis
taninma”nin yam sira “eksik dagitim” hissiyatin1 da artirmaktadir. Fraser, kimlik temelli taleplerin
yalnizca kiiltiirel degil, ayn1 zamanda ekonomik boyutla birlikte ele alinmasi gerektigini vurgular.
Samsun’daki yerli halkin sdylemleri, hem ekonomik kaynaklara erisim hem de sembolik degerler
acisindan bir diglanma hissi yarattig: 6l¢ilide, adaletsizlik duygusunu derinlestirmektedir.

Katilimer goriisleri, Suriyeli gogmenlerin tiiketim aligkanliklarina dair gézlemler iizerinden
sekillenen olumsuz ekonomik algilarin da yayginlastigini gostermektedir. Ozellikle “liiks tiiketim”
olarak nitelendirilen harcama bigimleri, yerel halkin bir kisminda “hak edilmeyen refah” ya da
“haksiz avantaj” duygusunu tetiklemekte; bu durum, gdgmenleri ekonomik alanin esitsiz
paylasiminda avantajli bir konuma yerlestiren sdylemlerin mesrulagmasina zemin hazirlamaktadir.

Bir katilimci, marketlerde gogmenlere 6zel kampanyalar yapildigini belirterek “Biz pahaliya
aliyoruz, onlara yardim adi altinda veriliyor” (K13, Yiiksekokul, 24) sozleriyle durumu
elestirmektedir. Benzer bigimde, “Cerezinden meyvesinden bol bol... sanki benden daha zengin”
(K7, Lise, 49) ifadesi, go¢menlerin tiiketim bigimlerinin yerli halk tarafindan ekonomik statii
gostergesi olarak algilandigini ortaya koymaktadir. Bu sdylemler, tiiketimin yalnizca gelir degil, ayni
zamanda sosyal deger ve “hak edis” ol¢iitii haline geldigini; bdylece ekonomik davraniglarin etik ve
ulusal bir tartismaya doniistiigiinii gostermektedir. Ote yandan K4’iin gdcmenleri “dilencilik,
hirsizlik, yankesicilik, sarkintilik” gibi suglamalarla iliskilendirmesi, ekonomik yoksunlukla ahlaki
bozulmay1 dogrudan iligkilendiren bir onyarginin digsavurumudur. Bu tiir ifadeler, yerel halkin
ekonomik sikintilarini dogrudan gégmen varligina baglayan indirgemeci bir nedensellik gercevesi
kurdugunu géstermektedir. Ozellikle diisiik gelirli yerli bireylerde, gdgmenlerin ekonomik bir tehdit
olarak algilanmasi, sinifsal giivencesizlik ile kiiltiirel dislamanin kesistigi bir 6fke duygusunu
beslemektedir. Bir katilimcinin su ifadeleri yalnizca ekonomik kaygilar1 degil, ayn1 zamanda ulusal
aidiyetin ve sahiplik duygusunun gé¢men karsitligiyla i¢ ice gectigini gostermektedir:

Bu topraklar bizim. Ben topragimi paylasmak da istemem... Gelsin yesin i¢sin gitsin. Ben
istemiyorum (K7, Lise, 49).

Sonug olarak, Samsun’daki katilimci ifadeleri, Suriyeli gdgmenlerin yalmzca “kiiltiirel bir
oteki” olarak degil, ayn1 zamanda “ekonomik bir rakip” olarak da konumlandirildigini ortaya
koymaktadir. Bu konumlandirma, yerli halkin isgiici piyasasinda degersizlestirildigi, sosyal
yardimlarda geri planda birakildigi ve tiikketim alaninda dislandigi yoniindeki algilarla
desteklenmektedir.

Tema 4: Giivenlik, Medya ve Toplumsal Huzur

Bu tema, yerli halkin Suriyeli gégmenlere yonelik giivenlik kaygilarini, medya temsillerini
ve genel toplumsal huzur algilarin1 kapsamaktadir. Katilimeilarin ifadeleri, 6zellikle Suriyelilerin
“sucla iligkilendirilmesi”, “kiiltiirel tehdide doniistiiriilmesi” ve “medya flizerinden sekillenen
genellemeler” etrafinda yogunlagmaktadir.

Kategori 1: Sug Algisi ve Giivenlik Endisesi

Katilimeilarin 6nemli bir boliimii, Suriyeli gdgmenleri dogrudan sugla iliskilendirmemekle
birlikte, onlarin varliginin yerel diizeydeki giivenlik hissini zayiflattigini ifade etmektedir. Bu
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goriislerin biiyiik 6l¢iide dogrudan deneyimlerden degil, medyada yer alan haberler, duyumlar ve
soylentilerden beslendigi goriilmektedir. Ozellikle sucun dogrudan faili olarak degil ama mekénsal
aidiyetin bozulmasi ve asayisin sarsilmasi baglaminda gé¢cmenlerin dolayli bicimde “tehlike” ile
Ozdeslestirildigi dikkat ¢ekmektedir:

Vallahi sokaklarda mahalle aralarinda ¢ok ciddi kavgalar oldugunu duyuyoruz.
Gordiiklerim de oldu. Bunun haricinde uyusturucuyla alakali endiselerim var. Suriye'den
buraya halen baglantilar1 olduguna dair sdylentiler duyuyorum. Ozellikle Adana ve
Istanbul’da uyusturucuya dair ciddi baglantilar1 oldugunu isitiyoruz (K3, ilkokul, 50)

~ 9

Bu tiir agiklamalar, sug isnad1 igermese de, gogmen varli§ini “potansiyel su¢ kaynagi” olarak
cerceveleyen dolayli bir sug¢ sdylemi insa etmektedir. Ozellikle bireysel gozlemlere degil,
sOylentilere ve medyatik temsillere dayanan bu algi, sucun nesnel gergekliginden ziyade onun temsil
edilis bi¢cimine yaslanmaktadir. Bagka bir katilimci ise daha dogrudan bir su¢ imgelemi kurarak,
gocmenleri “ekonomik yoksunluklart nedeniyle art niyetli davranislara meyilli bireyler” olarak
tanimlamaktadir:

Dilencilik, hirsizlik, yankesicilik, hatta sarkintilik... Cilinkii onlarin kotii yola sapmaya
daha meyilli olduklari diisiiniiyorum. Orf ve adetlerimiz farkli. Ozellikle kiz cocuklarini
rahatsiz ettiklerini duyuyorum. Kapkag, kavga... Biraz agresif kisilikleri var, hemen
olaylara karisabiliyorlar (K4, Lise 43).

Bu tiir ifadeler, yalmizca giivenlik endisesi degil, ayn1 zamanda etno-kiiltiirel
stereotiplestirmeyi de icermekte; bireysel davraniglar {izerinden tiim grubu mahkim eden
genellemelere zemin hazirlamaktadir. Benzer sekilde bir katilimer glivenlik hissinin mekansal olarak
sarsildigini su sozlerle ifade etmektedir:

Gece geg saatlerde disar1 ¢ikmaktan g¢ekiniyorum. Mahallede ¢ok fazla yabanci var.
Kimin kim oldugu belli degil (K11, Universite, 34).

Burada “yabanc1” kavrami yalnizca etnik bir farkliligi degil, ayn1 zamanda toplumsal olarak
tanimlanamayan, aidiyeti ve normlar1 belirsiz bir “6teki”yi ima etmektedir. Simmel’e (2009: 149)
gore, yabanciy1 var eden sey “mekéndaki verili her nokta”ya uzak ve bagli olmama durumu, bunu
saglayacak bir grubun varlig1 ve ona yakinlik-uzaklik derecesidir. Simmel’in “yabanci1” tipolojisinde
oldugu gibi, tanidik bir mekénda taninamayan bir figiir olarak algilanan gé¢men, toplumsal huzurun
kirilganlasmasina neden olmaktadir.

Bazi1 katilimcilar, Suriyelilerin “issiz, sorumsuz ve kaybedecek bir seyi olmayan” bireyler
olarak gorildiigiinii ve bu nedenle tehlikeli bulundugunu dile getirmistir. K15 numarali katilimet,
Suriyelilerin “grup hélinde dolagmalari”nin bile bir tehdit olarak algilandigini ve bunun kavga veya
hirsizlik gibi olaylarla iliskilendirildigini belirtmistir. Bu sdylemlerin karsisinda, daha temkinli bir
bakis agisin1 yansitan katilimcilarda mevcuttur. Bir katilimci giivenlik tehdidine dair somut bir
gbzlem olmadigini, sorun ¢ikaran bireylerin istisna olusturdugunu belirtmistir:

Bu adamlarmn agint bir giivenlik sorununa sebep olduguyla ilgili bir sey gormedik.
I¢lerinden birkag dengesiz ¢ikabilir, o da zaten sopasint yer, oturur (K13, Yiiksekokul,
24).

Bu agiklama, toplumsal algida azinlikta kalan rasyonel degerlendirme bigimlerine isaret
etmektedir. Oysa bircok akademik calisma, Tirkiye’de Suriyeli siginmacilarin suca karisma
oranlarinin yerli niifusa kiyasla daha diisiik oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir (Igduygu & Diker, 2017).
Ancak gercek verilerden bagimsiz olarak sekillenen bu giivenlik algisi, “duygusal gergeklik”in
toplumsal davramis lizerindeki etkisini ortaya koymaktadir.
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Kategori 2: Medya Temsili ve “Genellestirici Duyarhhk”

Katilime goriislerinde medya, Suriyelilere yonelik alginin olusmasinda hem dogrudan hem
de dolayl1 bir etki arac1 olarak belirgin bir rol oynamaktadir. Ozellikle gdgmenlerle ilgili olumsuz
degerlendirmelerin ¢ogu, kisisel deneyimlerden ¢cok medyada yayilan haber icerikleri, sosyal medya
paylasimlar1 ve dolasima giren sOylemler iizerinden sekillenmektedir. Bu baglamda medya,
toplumsal algmin “dolayli deneyim” kanali haline gelerck, gerceklikten bagimsiz ama etkili bir
“duygusal maruz kalma” zemini tiretmektedir.

Haberlerde hep kotii seyler ¢cikiyor. Kavga etmigler, hirsizlik yapmiglar falan. Belki hepsi
Oyle degil ama insan duyunca etkileniyor (K13, Yiiksekokul, 24).

Bu tiir ifadelerde “belki hepsi Oyle degil” tiirlinden ara ciimleler, bireyin genellemeyi
dogrudan onaylamadigimi gosterse de, medyatik tekrarin olusturdugu tedirginlik hali
icsellestirilmistir. Han’in (2022) medya toplumuna dair analizlerinde vurguladig tizere, seffaflik ve
erisilebilirlik ¢caginda bireyler, yalnizca bilgiye degil, duygulara da maruz kalmakta ve bu maruziyet,
deneyimi agkin bir “algisal gergeklik” tiretmektedir.

Benzer bigimde bir baska katilimci da medyada gog¢menlere dair olumlu temsillerin
eksikligine dikkat cekerek bu tek yonlii temsilin nasil algiy1 sekillendirdigini su sekilde ifade etmistir:

Genel diisiincemi degistirmiyor. Bildigimiz seyler ¢ogunlukla. Iyi bir haber duymuyoruz
Suriyelilerle ilgili. Profesér geldi duymadik. Cok zengin biri gelip fabrikay: kurdu
olmadi. Donanimli insanlarin Tiirkiye'ye degil, Avrupa’ya veya Amerika’ya gittigini
diistiniiyorum (K1, Universite, 28).

Bu ifade, medya temsillerindeki secgici goriiniirliigiin, nitelikli gé¢menlerin varligini
goriinmez kilarak, tim grubun diisiik nitelikli bireylerle temsil edilmesine yol actigini ortaya
koymaktadir. Hall (1997)’un temsil kurami gergevesinde degerlendirildiginde, bu tiir sdylemler,
“oteki”nin toplum belleginde belirli kaliplar gercevesinde sabitlenmesini saglar. Hall’a gore medya
yalnizca yansitan degil, ayn1 zamanda anlam iireten bir alandir; dolayisiyla Suriyeliler medyada ne
sekilde temsil ediliyorsa, toplumda da o sekilde algilanma egilimine girerler.

Ote yandan baska bir katilimci daha elestirel bir bakis agis1 sunarak medyanin genelleyici
sOylemlerini reddetmektedir:

Ben olaylara Suriyeli-Tiirk diye bakmiyorum. Kendi milletimizle ilgili de olumsuz
haberler goriiyoruz. Her milletin iyisi var, kotiisii var. O beni kendi milletimden
sogutmuyorsa onlardan da sogutmamali. Hepsini birden cezalandirmak dogru degil (K8,
Lise 20).

Bu yaklasim, medyada sunulan olumsuz temsillerin bireyler lizerindeki etkisinin mutlak
olmadigin1 ve bazi bireylerin bu cergeveye karsi elestirel mesafelerini koruyabildiklerini
gostermektedir. Ayn1 zamanda, bireysel degerlendirme ve medyatik temsil arasindaki ayrimin
sosyolojik olarak da varligini siirdiirebildigini ortaya koyar.

Diger bir katilime1 ise medyanin hem olumlu hem olumsuz yonde diisiincelerini etkiledigini
ifade ederek daha dengeli bir degerlendirme yapmustir:

Medyaya yansiyan haberleri izliyoruz. Genel olarak yansiyan haberler olumsuz ise de
etkilenirim olumlu ise de etkilenirim (K12, Lise, 32).

Bu tiir ifadeler, medya temsillerinin dogrudan yonlendirici degil, ayn1 zamanda bireylerin
kendi deger yargilartyla birlikte harmanlanarak sekillendigini gostermektedir. Ancak genel egilim
itibartyla, katilimcilarin biiyiik kismi1 medyada yer alan temsillerin ¢ogunlukla olumsuz olduguna
dikkat ¢cekmis ve bu durumun toplumsal algida kutuplasmay1 derinlestirdigini belirtmistir. Ozellikle

“sinavsiz Universiteye giris”, “siginmaciya maas baglanmasi”, “bedava ev verilmesi” gibi dogrulugu
teyit edilmemis iddialar, sosyal medya araciligiyla hizla yayilmakta ve yerli halk ile Suriyeliler
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arasinda toplumsal gerilimin yilikselmesine neden olmaktadir. Medya araciligiyla iiretilen imgeler,
yalmzca algisal cergeveler olusturmakla kalmayip, gilivenlik, tehdit ve toplumsal diizen gibi
kavramlarin da yeniden tanimlandig bir alan yaratmaktadir.

Tema 5: Gelecek Perspektifi, Kaliciik ve Vatandashk Tartismalar

Bu tema, Samsun’daki yerli halkin Suriyeli gé¢menlerin Tiirkiye'deki gelecegine dair
algilarini, vatandaslik verilmesi konusundaki tutumlarini ve bu gercevede insa edilen kalicilik/
gecicilik retorigini anlamaya yoneliktir.

Kategori 1: Kalicilik Gergcegiyle Yiizlesme ve Gegicilik Retorigi

Katilimceilarin 6nemli bir boliimii, Suriyelilerin Tiirkiye’de kalici hale geldiginin farkinda
olsa da bu durumu dogrudan kabul etmek yerine, “ge¢icilik sdylemi”’ne tutunmaktadir. Katilimcilar,
Suriyelilerin neden donmeyeceklerini ekonomik gerekgeler, sosyal haklardan faydalanma olanaklari
ve Tiirkiye’deki gorece yasam konforu lizerinden agiklamaktadir:

Doénmez abi. Ben olsam dénmem ki niye donsiin? Ekmek elden su gélden (K7, Lise, 49).

Cogu donmek istemiyor. Ya rejimden korkuyorlar ya da burada her sey ellerinin altinda
(K3, Tlkokul, 50).

Cok rahat yasiyorlar. Onun i¢in de donmezler. Halkimin hakkini onlar aliyor (K5, Lise,
61).

Bu tiir ifadeler, Suriyelilerin geri donmemesini “haksiz avantaj” algisiyla iligskilendiren
yaygin bir toplumsal kanaati yansitmaktadir. Ayn1 zamanda, K3’iin demografik yap1 vurgusu, bu
sOylemin yalnizca Suriyelilerle sinirli olmadigini; Afganlar, Iraklilar gibi diger gogmen gruplar1 da
kapsayacak bigimde genellestirildigini géstermektedir. Bu yaklasim, gé¢menlerin “kalic1 6tekiler”
olarak goriilmesine neden olmakta; gecici olana atfedilen hosgorii esigi, kalicilik s6z konusu
oldugunda yerini rahatsizlik ve tehdit algisina birakmaktadir.

Ote yandan, baz1 katilimcilar bu durumu daha rasyonel bir gergevede degerlendirmekte ve
Suriyelilerin doniisiinii mutlak bir gereklilik olarak gérmemektedir. Kaliciligi, toplumsal katki veya
bireysel tercih agisindan anlayisla karsilayan goriisler de mevcuttur:

Evlenenler, ¢gocuk sahibi olanlar var. Misafirlik bir yere kadar. Ama dénmezlerse de beni
¢ok rahatsiz eden bir durum yok (K8, Lise, 20).

Sanayiye yardimlar1 oluyor. Uretime katk1 saglyorlar. Gitmemelerinde sakinca yok
(K11, Universite, 34)

Bu ifadeler, yerli halkin bir kisminin gogmenlerin toplumsal entegrasyonunu kabullendigini
ya da bu durumu ekonomik katkilarla mesrulastirdigini gostermektedir.

K11’in “burun kivirdigimiz islerde calistyorlar” seklindeki ifadesi, gogmen emeginin hem
maddi hem de sembolik diizlemde nasil konumlandigim ¢arpici bigimde agiga vurur. Gogmen emegi,
ekonomik sistemin siirekliligi i¢in vazgecilmez oldugu halde, hem goriinmez kilinmakta hem de
degersizlestirilmektedir.

Bazi katilimcilar ise Suriyelilerin kamplarda kalmasinin daha uygun olacag: goriisiindedir.

Kamplarda kalsinlar. Erzurum'da depremden sonra benim vatandasim mahvoldu iki sene
¢adirda yasadi. Benim vatandagima neden bu olanak sunulmadi? Sinira yapacakti ¢adir
evlerini... bizim igimize sokmayacaklardi (K7, Lise, 49).

Bu soylemler, Suriyelilerin kamusal mekandaki goriiniirliiklerini azaltmayir amaglayan
dislayici bir mekéansal politika Onerisini yansitirken; ayni1 zamanda Fassin’in (2018) belirttigi gibi,
gbcmenlerin insan olarak taninmasina ragmen yurttaglik haklarindan sistematik bi¢imde dislandiklar
paradoksa isaret etmektedir. Boylece insani kabul, hukuki esdegerlik ile Ortiismeyen siirli bir
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taninma bicimine doniismektedir. Bazi katilimcilar ise kamplarda yasamay1 insani bulmamakta ve
sOyle soylemektedirler:

Kamp alanlarini bilmedigim i¢in yagam kosullari ne kadar uygun onu
bilmedigim igin ¢ok bir fikrim yok. Ama donecek ise memleketlerine donsiinler. Ciinki
savag kalmadi temizlendi. Hani onlara bir yer hazirlanmig, hazirlandiysa da
memleketlerine donmeleri daha iyi olur. Kamplar ¢ok fazla tabii ki yasam olarak
baktigimizda uygun olmayabilir bir insan igin (K4, Lise 43).

Miilteci kampinda da barmmasinlar ama kendi iilkelerine donsiinler. Orada
giivenlik olusturulsun ve kendi tilkelerinde yasamaya devam etsinler (K10, Lisans, 23).

Genel olarak degerlendirildiginde, “misafirlik” sdylemi, gd¢menlerin kaliciligimi tanimay1
ve bu yeni gergeklige dair yapisal ¢oziimler iiretmeyi erteleyen bir retorik formudur. Katilimcilar
acikeca “kaliciligr” telaffuz etmese de, bu durumu 6rtiik bigimde kabul etmekte; ancak bu kabullenis,
toplumun huzurunu, giivenligini ve ekonomik dengelerini tehdit etmeyecek sinirlarda kaldigr siirece

“katlanabilir bir hosgdriiye” donlismektedir.
Kategori 2: Vatandashk: Ayricalik mi, Esitlik mi?

Katilimcilarin biiyiik cogunlugu, Suriyelilere vatandaslik verilmesine temkinli hatta olumsuz
yaklagmaktadir. Vatandaslik hakki, bu goriislerde evrensel bir hak olmaktan ziyade, belirli kosullara
baglh bir “0diil” ya da “ayricalik” olarak ger¢evelenmektedir. Suriyelilerin vatandaslik almasi,
yalnizca bir yasal statii degil, ayn1 zamanda ekonomik ve sosyal kaynaklara erisim agisindan bir
avantaj olarak degerlendirilmekte; bu da “hakkaniyet krizi”ni ve “kaynak rekabeti” algisim
giiclendirmektedir. Ozellikle nitelikli ve ekonomik katki sunan bireyler i¢in vatandaslik 6neren bazi
katilimecilar, bu hakkin herkese agik olmamasi gerektigini savunmaktadir:

Burada bir fabrika agabilecek bir durumdaysa, isin ehliyse vatandaslik alsin. Ama siradan
biri savas bittiginde donsiin. Samsun’da elli bin lira ev alan biri vatandas olmasin (K11,
Universite, 34).

Bizde de vatandaslik almak zor olmali. Avrupa’da insanlar ignenin deliginden geciyor
(K4, Lise 43).

Bu ifadeler, vatandaslik hakkini “liyakat” ya da “yararlilik” kriterine baglayan bir anlayisi
temsil etmektedir. Ote yandan, vatandasliga karsi c¢ikan katilimcilar, daha net bir dislayicilik
sergilemekte ve bu hakkin verilmesinin dogrudan tehdit olusturacagina inanmaktadir:

Bunlar muhtar olacak, milletvekili olacak, bu iilkeyi bolmeye ¢alisacaklar (K3, [lkokul,
50).

Niye vatandaslik verelim? Tiirk halkinin gektiklerini ¢eksin o zaman (K5, Lise, 61).

Ben Amerika’dan vatandaslik alabiliyor muyum? Egitimsiz insanlara neden verilsin?
(K6, Universite, 66).

Bu soylemler, vatandaslik ile fedakarlik arasinda dogrudan bir bag kurmakta; aidiyetin
yalnizca “emek”, “¢ile” ve “sadakat” gibi etik degerlerle kazanilabilecegi inancin1 yansitmaktadir.
Ayni1 zamanda bu tutumlar, vatandaslik statiistinii sadece bir hukuki tanim degil, tarihsel ve kiltiirel
bir aidiyetin simgesi olarak gérmektedir. Bazi1 katilimcilar ise daha acik bir bigimde, Suriyelilerin bu
topraklarda “mesru bir yer” edinemeyecegini ifade etmektedir. Bu goriislerde “yerli” olma, yalnizca
zamansal bir siireklilik degil; tarihsel, kiiltiirel ve siyasal kodlarla oriilii bir hakikat olarak insa
edilmektedir. Bu noktada Anderson’un (2006) “hayali cemaat” kavramsallastirmasi 6nemlidir. Ulus,
tarihsel olarak insa edilmis ama ger¢ekmis gibi hissedilen bir topluluktur; bu nedenle “disaridan
gelen” her figiir, bu hayali biitiinliigii tehdit eden bir unsur olarak kodlanmaktadir.

Arastirma bulgulari, yerel halkin Suriyeli sigmmmacilara yonelik algilarinin homojen
olmadigini; sdylemlerin katilimcilarin yas, glindelik temas diizeyi ve ekonomik kirilganlik algilarina
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bagl olarak farklilastigim gostermektedir. Ozellikle Suriyelilerle dogrudan ve siirekli temas eden
katilimcilarda, algilarin daha giindelik ve deneyim temelli bicimde kuruldugu; dolayli temas yasayan
katilimcilarda ise medyatik sdylemlerin ve genelleyici yargilarin daha baskin oldugu
gozlemlenmistir. Bulgularda dikkat ¢eken bir diger unsur, baz1 katilimcilarin sdylemlerinde aym
anda hem dislayict hem de kapsayici tutumlarin bir arada bulunmasidir. Bu durum, basit bir
tutarsizlik olarak degil; yerel halkin bir yandan ekonomik ve sosyal baskilarla sekillenen kaygilari,
diger yandan insani ve ahlaki sorumluluklar arasinda sikismisliginin bir gostergesi olarak
degerlendirilebilir. “Rahatsizlik” ile “merhamet” sdylemlerinin ayni anlati i¢inde yer almasi,
Tiirkiye’de miiltecilik meselesinin giindelik hayatta nasil bir normatif gerilim {irettigini ortaya
koymaktadir. Bu bulgular, Tiirkiye’de farkli kentlerde yapilan benzer caligmalarla kismen
ortiismektedir. Istanbul ve Gaziantep gibi biiyiik kentlerde yiiriitiilen arastirmalarda da ekonomik
rekabet, glivenlik algis1 ve kiiltiirel mesafe temalarinin 6ne ¢iktigr goriilmektedir (Giizel, 2021,
Koyuncu, 2020). Bununla birlikte Samsun 6rneginde, biiyiik metropollere kiyasla sdylemlerin daha
temkinli ve ambivalans iceren bir karakter tasidigi; acik dislayiciliktan ziyade mesafeli kabullenme
bicimlerinin daha yaygin oldugu sdylenebilir. Bu durum, orta 6lgekli kentlerde giindelik temasin
yogunlugu ile toplumsal goriiniirliik arasindaki 6zgiil dengeye isaret etmektedir.

6. Temalar Arasi Ortak Oriintiiler ve Katihmc1 Ozelliklerine Gore Farklilasma

Goriisme verileri, ¢calismada belirlenen bes ana tema cercevesinde yerel halkin Suriyeli
siginmacilara yonelik algilarmin cinsiyet degiskeniyle dogrudan ve mekanik bir bigimde
ayrigmadigini; ancak bazi temalarda kadin ve erkek katilimcilarin sdylemlerinde belirgin vurgu
farkliliklarinin ortaya c¢iktigimi gostermektedir. Bu farkliliklar, cinsiyeti bagimsiz bir belirleyici
olmaktan ziyade, giindelik deneyimlerin ve toplumsal rollerin algi iiretimindeki baglamsal etkisiyle
iliskilidir.

Gilindelik hayatta temas ve toplumsal mesafe temasinda, erkek katilimcilarin kamusal
alanlarda karsilagsmalara ve goriniirliikk artisina daha sik referans verdikleri; sokak, trafik, park ve
isyeri gibi mekanlarda Suriyelilerle karsilasmay1 “rahatsizlik” ve “diizen bozulmasi” sdylemi
iizerinden tanimladiklar1 goriilmektedir. Kadin katilimcilarin ise temas deneyimlerini daha ¢ok
mahalle, apartman ve ¢ocuklar {izerinden aktardiklari; giindelik yagamin mikro alanlarinda kurulan
karsilasmalara odaklandiklar1 dikkat gekmektedir.

Kiiltiirel sinirlar, toplumsal ahlak ve uyum temasinda, 6zellikle kadin katilimcilarin ahlaki
normlar, temizlik, ¢cocuklarin egitimi ve aile yapisi lizerinden daha duyarli ve kaygil sdylemler
gelistirdikleri goriilmektedir. Erkek katilimcilar kiiltiirel farklar: daha genel ve kolektif diizeyde dile
getirirken, kadin katilimeilar bu farklarn giindelik hayat pratikleri ve ¢ocuklarin gelecegi baglaminda
somutlastirmaktadir. Bu durum, ahlak ve kiiltiir sylemlerinin cinsiyetlenmis toplumsal rollerle i¢
ice gectigini gdstermektedir.

Ekonomik algilar ve kaynak rekabeti temasinda, erkek katilimcilarin isgiicii piyasasi, diisiik
iicretle caligma ve istihdam kaybi sdylemlerini daha belirgin bicimde dile getirdikleri; ekonomik
rekabeti dogrudan emek piyasasi ilizerinden tanimladiklar1 goriilmektedir. Kadin katilimcilar ise
ekonomik rahatsizlig1 daha ¢ok sosyal yardimlar, kira artiglar1 ve hane biitgesi {izerinden ifade
etmekte; ekonomik yiik algisini giindelik gecim pratikleriyle iligkilendirmektedir.

Giivenlik, medya ve toplumsal huzur temasinda, erkek katilimcilarin medyada dolasima
giren su¢ ve giivenlik sdylemlerini daha giiclii bicimde yeniden {irettikleri; Suriyelileri potansiyel
tehdit olarak ¢ergeveleyen genellemelere daha agik olduklari gériilmektedir. Kadin katilimcilar ise
giivenlik kaygilarimi daha ¢ok c¢ocuklar, kadinlar ve kamusal alanin giivenligi lizerinden ifade
etmekte; kisisel ve ailevi risk algilarina vurgu yapmaktadir.

Son olarak, gelecek perspektifi, kalicilik ve vatandaglik temasinda, her iki cinsiyet grubunda
da Suriyelilerin gegiciligine dair giiclii bir beklenti bulunmakla birlikte, erkek katilimcilarin bu
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durumu daha cok “iilkeye yiik” ve “toprak-aidiyet” sOylemi iizerinden ele aldiklari; kadin
katilimcilarin ise uzun vadeli birlikte yasama ihtimalini ¢ocuklar ve toplumsal uyum iizerinden
tartistiklar1 goriilmektedir.

Genel olarak degerlendirildiginde, caligsmada cinsiyet degiskeni Suriyelilere yonelik algilari
tek basina belirleyen bir unsur olarak ortaya ¢ikmamaktadir. Ancak kadin ve erkek katilimcilarin,
bes tema kapsaminda algilarim farkli toplumsal deneyim alanlari {izerinden kurduklari; bu durumun
sOylemsel vurgu ve gerekcelendirme bicimlerinde belirli ayrigmalar yaratti§i goriilmektedir. Bu
bulgu, yerel halk algilarinin tek tip ve homojen olmadigina; toplumsal konumlar ve giindelik
deneyimlerle birlikte cok katmanli bigimde {iretildigine isaret etmektedir.

Sonug¢

Bu calisma, Samsun ili 6zelinde yerli halkin Suriyeli gdgmenlere yonelik algilarini anlamak
amaciyla yiiriitiilen nitel gériismelerin tematik analizi ile sekillenmistir. Bes temel tema ¢ercevesinde
yapilandirilan analizler, toplumsal karsilagmalardan kiiltiirel sinirlarin ¢izilmesine, ekonomik adalet
duygusundan giivenlik kaygilarina ve kalicilik/vatandaslik tartismalarina kadar genis bir yelpazeyi
kapsamistir. Aragtirmanin genel bulgulari, gégmen karsitliginin tek boyutlu bir dislama tavrindan
ibaret olmadigini; aksine cok boyutlu celigkili ve degisken bir algilar sistemine dayandigim
gostermektedir.

Saha verileri, Suriyelilerle fiziksel temasin giindelik yasamin dogal bir parcasi héline
geldigini gostermektedir. Katilimcilar, bu karsilasmalarin siklikla pazar yerleri, toplu tasima, okul
cevresi ve saglik kurumlari gibi kamusal alanlarda yasandigini ifade etmistir. Ancak bu temas sosyal
yakinliga doniismemektedir. Sosyal mesafe, sadece fiziksel bir uzaklik degil, ayn1 zamanda duygusal
ve sembolik bir mesafeyi de igerir. Goriismelerde bir¢cok katilimei, temasin goriiniirliige ragmen
iliskisizlikle sonuclandigini, yani bir tiir "yakin ama uzak" ikilemi yasadiklarini ifade etmistir.

Baz1 katilimcilar, "Onlarla ayni ortamda bulunmak istemiyorum" seklindeki ifadeleriyle
sembolik mesafenin boyutunu vurgulamigtir. Bu, yalnizca fiziksel karsilasma diizeyinde degil;
giindelik yasamin duygu, norm ve gilivenlik katmanlarinda da hissedilen bir uzakliktir. Suriyeliler,
yerli halk i¢in hem siirekli goriilen hem de anlagilmasi gii¢ bir belirsizlik nesnesine doniismekte, bu
da toplumsal gerilim {iretmektedir.

Bulgular Suriyelilerin kiiltiirel pratiklerinin yerli halk agisindan “Gteki”ligi giiglendirdigi
yoniindedir. Gortismelerde; dil farkliligi, kiyafet tercihi, aile yapisi, cocuk terbiyesi ve kadinlarin
kamusal alandaki konumu gibi unsurlar, kiiltlirel ayrismanin temel gdstergeleri olarak sunulmustur.
Katilimcilarin biiyiik bir béliimii, Suriyelilerin benzer inang sistemine sahip olsalar bile “bizim gibi
yasamadiklarini vurgulamstir.

Bazi katilimcilarin "Namus anlayiglart farkli, o ylizden ¢ocuklarimla temas etsin istemem"
gibi sozleri, bu kiiltlirel sinirlarin ahlaki bir zeminle desteklendigini ortaya koymaktadir. Cesitli
katilimeilarin ifadeleri ise temizlik, ¢ocuk terbiyesi, kadin-erkek iligkileri gibi giindelik normlar
iizerinden bir “uyumsuzluk” tanimi tretmektedir. Toplumun ortak ahlaki kodlari, bu kodlara
uymayan gruplart diglayarak kendini yeniden iiretir.

Katilimeilarin sdylemleri, fiziksel mekan paylagimina ragmen sembolik sinirlarin son derece
giiclii sekilde korundugunu gostermektedir. Ozellikle “mahallemizde biz azinlik olduk” sdylemi, bu
siirlarin yalnizea kiiltiirel degil, mekansal olarak da yeniden ¢izildigine isaret eder. Smurlar artik
sadece cografi degil; ahlaki, kiiltiirel ve hatta duygusal bir harita iizerinden tarif edilmektedir.

Bulgular ayrica, ekonomik alanin en yogun gerilim noktalarindan biri oldugunu
gostermektedir. Goriismelerde siklikla dile getirilen bir duygu, kamusal kaynaklara erisim
konusunda gd¢menlerin haksiz ve ayricalikli bir pozisyonda oldugu yoniindedir. Katilimeilarin
onemli bir boliimii, Suriyelilerin devlet yardimlarindan yerli halka goére daha fazla ve oncelikli
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faydalandigina inanmaktadir. Bu algi, yalnizca maddi desteklerle sinirli kalmayip, egitim, saglik ve
istihdam gibi temel hizmet alanlarinda da bir tiir “ayrimcilik” yasandigi duygusuna doniigsmektedir.

Baz1 katilimcilarin "Bizim c¢ocuklar issiz, onlar hep devletten yardim aliyor" seklindeki
ifadeleri, bu esitsizlik algisinin somut bir 6rnegidir. Benzer bi¢cimde bir¢ok katilimei, Suriyelilere
yapilan yardimlarin “hak edilmeden” alindigini, yerli halkin ise yillarca ¢alismasina ragmen benzer
destekleri alamadigin1 vurgulamistir. Bu sdylemler, nesnel verilerle her zaman desteklenmese de,
medya sdylemleri, sosyal gevre etkisi ve ekonomik sikismislik hissiyle birlikte giiclii bir magduriyet
algis1 yaratmaktadir.

Bulgularda dikkat ¢eken bir diger nokta giivenlik kaygilar1 ve Suriyelilere atfedilen sug
egilimidir. Katilimcilarin bazilari, gogmenlerin kavga, giiriiltii, taciz ve hirsizlik gibi su¢ olaylarina
daha fazla karistigina inandiklarini belirtmistir. Ancak bu iddialarin 6nemli bir kismu1 kisisel gozleme
degil; medya haberleri, sosyal medya paylasimlari ve kulaktan dolma bilgilere dayanmaktadir. Bazi
katilimcilarin “Bir kadini taciz etmisler, haberlerde gérdiim” gibi ifadeleri, dogrudan deneyime degil,
temsil bicimine dayali bir alginin 6rnegini sunmaktadir. Bu tiir temsiller, yerli halkin giindelik
deneyimlerinden ziyade, kurgulanmis bir “toplumsal korku” iiretiminin sonucu olarak karsimiza
cikmaktadir. Gogmen figiirii, sabit bir tehdidin degil, kaynagi ve smirlart belirsiz, amorf bir
huzursuzlugun tasiyicisi haline gelir. Bu akiskanlik, gé¢menlerin davraniglarindan ziyade onlarin
temsili izerine kuruludur. Dolayisiyla, gercek su¢ oranlarindan ¢ok, bu suglarin nasil temsil edildigi,
halkin Suriyelilere yonelik giivenlik algisim1 bigimlendirmektedir. Samsun halkimin bir kisminin,
Suriyelilerle yasadig1r huzursuzlugu dogrudan tehlike olarak deneyimlemese de, kolektif hafizada
insa edilen bir “potansiyel tehdit” duygusunu icsellestirdigidir. Bu durum, yalnizca medyada degil;
giindelik sdylemde, siyasal dilde ve mabhalle iligkilerinde de yeniden firetilmekte; gdgmenleri
yalnizca “yabanci” degil, ayn1 zamanda “giivensiz” bir kategoriye hapsetmektedir.

Vatandaglik ve kalicilik konulari ise en giiglii ayrismanin yagandigi alanlardan biridir. Bir
grup katilimci Suriyelilerin “misafir” olduklarini ve mutlaka geri donmeleri gerektigini savunurken,
diger bir grup onlarin kaliciligini kabul etmekte, ancak vatandashigin yalnizca belirli kosullarla,
ozellikle de ekonomik katki ve toplumsal uyum temelinde verilmesi gerektigini vurgulamaktadir. Bu
baglamda vatandaslik, yalnizca hukuki bir statii degil, kiiltiirel aidiyetin ve esit sorumluluklarin bir
ifadesi olarak goriilmektedir.

Samsun oOzelinde, Suriyelilerin “gecici” olarak goriilmesi, ulusal kimligin sembolik
stnirlarinin korunmasina yonelik bir savunma refleksi olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Bu baglamda
“biz-onlar” ayrimi, yalnizca fiziksel temasla degil, kiiltiirel ve sembolik karsitliklarla da yeniden
iiretilmektedir. Bazi katilimcilarin "Onlarla aym1 ortamda bulunmak istemiyorum" ifadesi, bu
dislamanin yalnizca mekansal degil, duygusal ve kiiltiirel bir bigim tasidigini ortaya koymaktadir.
Suriyeliler, toplumsal varlik olarak “orada” olan fakat asla tam anlamiyla “biz” haline gelemeyen
figtirler olarak algilanmaktadir.

Genel olarak Samsun 6zelinde Suriyelilere yonelik algilar, bireysel deneyimlerden ziyade,
kolektif imgeler, medya temsilleri ve kiiltiirel kodlarla sekillenmektedir. Demografik degiskenlerin
belirgin bir farklilik yaratmamasi, bu tutumlarin daha ¢ok toplumsal sdylemlerden beslendigini
gostermektedir. Suriyeliler, yerli halkin géziinde “orada olan ama asla biz olmayan” figiirler olarak
konumlandirilmakta; bu da gd¢men karsithigim yalnizca bireysel degil, daha genis bir toplumsal
iklimin {irlinii olarak goriiniir kilmaktadir.

Bu bulgular, ev sahibi toplum-miilteci iligkilerinin esas olarak sosyal kimlik ve taninma
ekseni tizerinden isledigini gostermektedir. Samsun drneginde Suriyelilere yonelik tutumlar, agik bir
dislamadan ziyade, kosullu kabul, mesafeli hosgorii ve sembolik sinirlarla oriilii bir taninma rejimi
icerisinde sekillenmektedir. Miilteciler, glindelik hayatta siirekli temas edilen ancak ahlaki, kiiltiirel
ve duygusal smnirlarla  “biz” kategorisinin disinda tutulan toplumsal aktorler olarak
konumlandirilmaktadir. Bu durum, taninmanin yalnizca hukuki statiiye ya da fiziksel birlikte yasama
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indirgenemeyecegini; esas olarak giindelik karsilagmalar ve normatif degerlendirmeler araciligryla
kuruldugunu ortaya koymaktadir.

Bu c¢alisma, vatandashik ve ahlaki smirlar literatiirline ise taninma siireclerinin nasil
sinirlandigini gosteren ampirik bir katki sunmaktadir. Bulgular, vatandasligin yerli halk nezdinde
yalnizca yasal bir hak degil; kiiltiirel uyum, ekonomik katki ve ahlaki benzerlik kosullarina baglanan
sembolik bir aidiyet formu olarak algilandigim ortaya koymaktadir. Ahlaki sinirlar ise temizlik, aile
yapisl, ¢ocuk yetistirme ve kadinlarin kamusal konumu gibi giindelik normlar {izerinden cizilmekte;
bu smirlar, miltecilerin “kalici ama tam kabul edilemez” bir konumda tutulmasina hizmet
etmektedir. Bu yoniiyle caligma, orta dlgekli bir kent 6rnegi tizerinden, taninma rejimlerinin giindelik
hayat pratikleri ve sembolik sinirlar araciligiyla nasil yeniden {iretildigini gostermekte; ev sahibi
toplum perspektifini merkeze alan literatiire 6zgiin bir ampirik katki sunmaktadir.
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ETIK BEYANLAR
Arastirma ve Yayin Etigi
Yazar(lar), bu makalenin 6zgiin bir ¢alisma oldugunu ve bilimsel aragtirma ve yayin etigi
ilkelerine uygun olarak hazirlandigimi beyan eder. Makale daha dnce herhangi bir yerde
yayimlanmamis olup bagka bir dergide degerlendirme siirecinde degildir.
Caligmada kullanilan tiim kaynaklar akademik kurallara uygun bigimde atiflanmustir.
Yazar(lar), caligmanin intihal, veri uydurma, veri tahrifi veya manipiilasyon igermedigini;
arastirma bulgularinin bilimsel diirtistliik ilkelerine uygun sekilde sunuldugunu beyan eder.
Yazar Katkisi
Tim yazarlar ¢alismanin tasarlanmasi, yiirlitiilmesi, analizi ve makalenin hazirlanmasina
onemli Olctide katki saglamistir. Tiim yazarlar makalenin son halini okuyup onaylamis ve
yayimlanmasini kabul etmistir.
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Cikar Catismasi
Yazar(lar), bu makalenin yayimlanmasina iligkin herhangi bir ¢ikar ¢atismasi bulunmadigini
beyan eder.

Finansal Destek
Bu aragtirma herhangi bir kamu kurumu, ticari kurulus veya kar amaci giitmeyen kurulus
tarafindan finansal olarak desteklenmemistir.

Yapay Zeka Kullanim Beyam
Makalenin hazirlanmasi siirecinde yapay zeka araglarindan yalnizca dil diizenleme, ceviri
destegi ve anlatim iyilestirmesi amaciyla simirhi 6lgiide yararlanilmis olabilir. Yapay zeka
araglar tarafindan yapilan ceviri ve dil diizenlemeleri yazar(lar) tarafindan dikkatle kontrol
edilmistir. Yapay zekad araclari calismanin bilimsel igeriginin, arastirma tasariminin,
analizlerinin veya akademik sonuglarinin olusturulmasinda kullanilmamigtir. Makalenin
igerigine iligkin tiim akademik sorumluluk yazar(lar)a aittir.

Telif Haklar1 ve izinler
Yazar(lar), telif hakki gerektiren materyaller kullanilmigsa gerekli izinlerin alindigim ve
caligmanin herhangi bir fikri miilkiyet hakkini ihlal etmedigini beyan eder.

Yazar Onayi

Tiim yazarlar makalenin son halini okuduklarini, onayladiklarini ve yayimlanmasini kabul
ettiklerini beyan eder.
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